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PLATREEF RESOURCES FOCUS GROUP MEETING - MEETING MINUTES 

FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS FOR THE PROPOSED PLATREEF UNDERGROUND 

MINE PROJECT, NEAR MOKOPANE IN THE LIMPOPO PROVINCE 

  

Project No: PLA1677 

Date: 28 November 2013 

1 PRESENT:  

The civic organisations were represented at the meeting.  . Attendance registers are attached to 

these minutes (Appendix A) 

Table 1: Project Team  

Jacob Motswaledi 
Platreef General Manager Sustainability 

Charles Phahlane Platreef Communications and Public Affairs Manager 

Barbara Wessels Digby Wells Project Manager 

Steve Horak  Digby Wells  Public Participation 

Liza Ralele Digby Wells Public Participation 

Zanda Jakavula Digby Wells Public participation 

Patricia Makhesha Barnstone Stakeholder Engagement  

Werner Botha Barnstone Stakeholder Engagement Alignment  

Erika Du Plessis Golder & Associates Public Participation 

Moses Mathebula Golder & Associates Public Participation 

Thys De Beer DRA Lead Project Engineer 

2 MEETING PROCEDURE  

2.1 Welcome and Introductions  

10:30 – 10:40  Steve Horak 

Everyone was welcomed and thanked for the opportunity provided. The project team was 

introduced and it was highlighted that Digby Wells will be presenting the ESIA process as the 

appointed independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP).  

2.2 Meeting Presentation  

10:40 – 11:50   Steve Horak, – Digby Wells (Presenter) 

mailto:info@digbywells.com
http://www.digbywells.com/
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11:50 – 13:30   Steve Horak – Digby Wells (Facilitator) 

    Moses Mathebula – Golder & Associates (Translator) 

See Appendix B for the presentation that was used during the meeting.  

3 COMMENTS RAISED  

Comments raised by stakeholders during the meeting and responses provided are included as part 

of Table 2.  
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Table 2: Stakeholder Comments  

NAME AND SURNAME  VILLAGE/ORGANISATION  COMMENT RESPONSE  

Mr Lesego Kgopule Mogalakwena Community 

Forum 

Why is bulk sampling not shown on 

the Platinum Mining Process (slide 

3)? 

Bulk sampling forms part of prospecting.  

Mr Lesego Kgopule Mogalakwena Community 

Forum 

Have the bulk sampling activities 

commenced? 

Bulk sampling forms part of the prospecting 

stage of the process, activities have 

commenced with the construction of the 

wall around the shaft area.  

Mr Isaac Nyoni Mogalakwena Community 

Forum 

The information on the studies 

undertaken by Digby Wells is 

appreciated, the environmental 

findings are impressive but the social 

aspect is not addressed satisfactory. 

A school programme must be initiated 

to educate and prepare the children to 

work at the mine one day.  

There is a plan to roll out awareness 

campaigns, a consultant has been 

appointed to undertake this process. 

Educational programmes are also being 

developed. 

Mr Madimetja Pale Mogalakwena Community 

Forum 

It was mentioned that additional road 

signs will be placed to mitigate the 

expected increase in traffic, the 

various mining houses should work 

together to upgrade the route since 

the N11 is already a very dangerous 

road.  

Platreef is engaging with SANRAL. 

SANRAL plans to upgrade the N11 and 

Platreef will be building new turn offs to the 

project site. These upgrades will also 

service the communities. Platreef is also 

looking at the possible upgrade of the 

Turfspruit road. If these plans are 

successful then most of the traffic related 
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NAME AND SURNAME  VILLAGE/ORGANISATION  COMMENT RESPONSE  

to the proposed mine will be directed along 

the Turfspruit route. Platreef acknowledges 

that the N11 is a dangerous route. 

Mr Madimetja Pale Mogalakwena Community 

Forum 

What has been done to date in terms 

of skills development? 

The mine will be highly mechanised, 

people will be trained to operate and 

maintain the machinery. Training will 

commence before mining takes place. 

Aveng is one of the companies that have 

been contracted for the construction of the 

shaft and Platreef has requested Aveng to 

employ from the local community and the 

local community will need to be trained. 

Mr Madimetja Pale Mogalakwena Community 

Forum 

It was mentioned that Platreef has no 

resettlement plan, but if there is any 

possibility that people will be relocated 

Platreef must indicate this now not 

when the damage is already done.  

Prospecting began in Madiba and 

Tshamahansi, the plan then was for an 

open cast mine but after the studies were 

conducted, Platreef decided on an 

underground mine. There are people who 

recently moved into the mining area so that 

they would be relocated and compensated 

by Platreef. Engagements will take place 

with these people occupying the mining 

area.  

Mr Madimetja Pale Mogalakwena Community 

Forum 

All people from the affected villages 

should get an opportunity to work. 

How does the Mining Charter and the 

law define Affected Parties? 

Preference will be given to the people in 

the directly affected communities during 

the recruitment process. Platreef identified 

8 affected communities but 9 other 

communities have also indicated that they 
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NAME AND SURNAME  VILLAGE/ORGANISATION  COMMENT RESPONSE  

are also affected. When mining 

commences, Platreef will look into how the 

additional 9 communities can also benefit 

from the project. 

Mr Jacob Mashala  Does the Public Participation Process 

solve problems faced by communities 

or is it just an information session? 

The PPP is a legal requirement forming 

part of the licensing process. All comments 

and issues raised to date have been 

compiled into a single report, the 

Comments and Response Report. This 

report is submitted to the authorities for 

them to consider the inputs from the I&APs 

during the decision making process. The 

government is responsible for making a 

final decision in terms of the licenses and 

they must read the report and take the 

issues into consideration. 

Ms Docky Mashitisho Mzombane Children from Mzombane walk to 

school in Tshamahansi and cross the 

N11 which is very dangerous. The 

safety of the children is a concern. 

A recommendation to SANRAL can be 

made to include walkways as part of the 

N11 upgrade. The recommendations will 

be made at a director level. 

Mr Percy Nketsi Mogalakwena What does the mining charter say 

about affected communities?  

According to the SLP and the mining 

charter affected communities must receive 

preferential treatment. The radius for 

affected communities is 50km.  
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NAME AND SURNAME  VILLAGE/ORGANISATION  COMMENT RESPONSE  

Mr Lesiba Kgonyane Mogalakwena Community 

Forum 

The B-BBEE should be amended to 

cover the 50km radius. 

The Social and Labour Plan makes 

provision for the 50km radius. 

Mr Jacob Motswaledi  Platreef  

General Manger Sustainability  

Later clarified that the mining charter 

and SLP do not in fact specify 50km.  

Comment noted  

Mr Lesiba Kgonyane Mogalakwena Community 

Forum 

What will happen to the indigenous 

plants and animals found on the site? 

How will this be managed and how 

will the children get to know these 

plants and animals if they are 

destroyed? 

If there are any indigenous plants that need 

to be removed then special permits will be 

applied for from the relevant authorities. 

The medical plants were identified with a 

traditional healer from the community. 

Mr Lesiba Kgonyane Mogalakwena Community 

Forum 

Where will the waste be dumped? There are 2 proposed dump sites. The 

waste rock berm to be situated on the 

outside of the mining area. The berm will 

shield people from the mine. A Landfill site 

will be constructed for the domestic waste 

and has a life span of approximately 35 

years.  

There is also a tailings waste dam called a 

tailings storage facility (TSF), this is the 

waste from the plant. The waste is very 

fine. Four sites were investigated for the 

waste of which two are fatally flawed. The 

Rietfontein and Bultongfontein sites are 

being investigated further. The studies will 

inform of the final decision of which site or 
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NAME AND SURNAME  VILLAGE/ORGANISATION  COMMENT RESPONSE  

sites to use. 

Mr Jonas Makhubela Monoplane Interested and 

Affected Community 

Development Forum 

(MIACDF) 

Platreef must provide proof that 

payment was made for the fields 

because families are fighting. 

Platreef made the last payment in October, 

317 people were paid an amount of R5,250 

each. The department of Land Reform and 

Rural Development will have a meeting 

with all the affected communities and the 

resolution will be conveyed to the minister.  

Mr Jonas Makhubela MIACDF Drilling is taking place in Tshamahansi 

but nobody has been compensated. 

Comment noted this will be investigated.  

Mr Jonas Makhubela MIACDF A tailing dam is very dangerous, if it 

fails lives will be in danger yet there is 

no relocation plan.  

Comment noted.  

Mr Jonas Makhubela MIACDF It is unclear on the map where the 

stock piles and tailing dams will be 

located. 

Please remain after the meeting so that 

this can be explained on the maps 

available.  

Mr Robert Mogatle MIACC Who will be hiring the 2500 people? 

The people do not know where to 

obtain information for employment. 

There will be a number of contractors who 

will be hiring people. People will be 

informed of the recruitment process.  

Mr Lesiba Lamola Kgobudi Community Forum There are private meetings being held 

with farmers, these meetings should 

be held publicly. 

Comment noted.  

Mr Lesiba Lamola Kgobudi Community Forum There are local economic 

development plans but only a few will 

Comment noted  
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NAME AND SURNAME  VILLAGE/ORGANISATION  COMMENT RESPONSE  

benefit, Platreef must ensure that all 

affected parties benefit equally. 

Mr Lesiba Lamola Kgobudi Community Forum Please inspect the water being 

consumed by the people to ensure 

that it is not contaminated. 

Comment noted, there is a monitoring 

programme in place which monitors water 

quality.  

 








































