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No other warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the professional advice included in this 

report. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This Issues and Response Report (IRR) presents comments from Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&APs), stakeholders and organs of state received during the public registration 

period on the Background Information Document (BID) from 23 July to 28 August 2018. 

 

The IRR provides a summary of the issues received and offers a response to the issues raised.  

As indicated, the public is consulted in two stages during the Scoping and EIA Phase and 

thus the IRR consists of versions.  These versions include: 

 

 Version 1 – IRR appended to the draft Scoping Report available for public 

review 

 Version 2  - IRR appended to the draft EIR for public review 

 Version 3 – IRR appended to the final EIR submitted to DEA for approval 

 

Version 1 of the IRR is appended to the draft Scoping Report made available for public 

review and comment for a period of 30 calendar days from 8 October to 7 November 2018. 

 

2. ISSUES AND RESPONSE REPORT 

Please refer to page 5 for the summary of issues raised by I&APs, stakeholders and organs of 

state during the Scoping& EIA Phase on the project and responses provided thereto.  Refer to 

page 11 Annexure A for copies of the written comments as well as completed Comments & 

Response forms received during the Public Participation Process to date. 
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Table 1: Issues and Responses recorded from written submissions during the public registration period on the Background Information Document 

(Scoping Phase) 

 Number Issue raised By whom and 

when 

Response by Project Team 

1.  APPLICATION PROCESS 

1.1 None recorded to date.   

2.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

2.1 I hereby confirm receipt of the BID and notification 

letter. 

Please make sure that no correspondence for the project 

is sent to me via registered post. I don’t have the time to 

collect it during office hours at the Post Office. 

Prof. Jan Meiring 

Taaiboschpan 

Landgoed BK 

23 July 2018 

Email 

23 July 2018 Response via email: 

NEC will communicate with I&APs via telephone 

and through email. (Marissa Botha, NEC) 

2.2 Lesedi Location at Steenbokpan has the Lesedi 

Tshukudu Thusong Centre whereby one BID can be 

placed. We fall in Ward 3 and would like to receive 

more information for us to consider the social impact 

the project may have on us. 

Ezekiel Mochambi 

Lesedi Location 

Steenbokpan 

23 July 2018 

Email 

26 July 2018 09:27am telephonic response: 

NEC contacted Mr Mochambi and emailed the BID 

on 26 July 2018. (Marissa Botha, NEC) 

3. SCOPE OF WORKS 

3.1 Provide the capacity and the position of the proposed 

water reservoir to confirm whether it is listed in terms 

of Listing Notice 3 Activity 2 of the NEMA EIA 

Regulations. 

ME Molepo 

LEDET – 

Environmental 

Impact 

Management 

23 August 2018 

The water reservoir/steel tank will have a volume of 

260m
3
 (260 000 litres). The dimension of the steel 

tank will be 7.32m x 7.32m x 4.8m. It will be 

located at 23°45'41.75"S 27°27'6.52"E. 

NEC has verified that the development of the water 

reservoir as part of the yard infrastructure does 
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 Number Issue raised By whom and 

when 

Response by Project Team 

Official Comment trigger Listing Notice 3 Activity 2 due to its volume 

(more than 250m
3
) and the reservoir would be 

positioned in a geographical area namely a protected 

area known as Koedoe Nature Reserve (Remainder 

of farm Geelhoutkloof 359LQ). It is also situated 

within a CBA (Ecological Support Area 1). (Marissa 

Botha, Naledzi) 

4. ECOLOGICAL IMPACT 

4.1 Part of the site is classified as a CBA2 where loss of 

natural habitat should be minimized, i.e. land in this 

category should be maintained as natural vegetation 

cover as far as possible. These areas of land can act as 

possible biodiversity offset receiving areas. Degraded 

and disturbed CBA’s should be prioritized for 

rehabilitation. 

ME Molepo 

LEDET – 

Environmental 

Impact 

Management 

23 August 2018 

Official Comment 

The Limpopo Conservation Plan of 2013 has been 

consulted through NEC’s Environmental Screening 

exercise for the project site. The important 

biodiversity areas corresponding to the project site 

have been noted. It will be addressed in the Scoping 

Report and Environmental Impact Report for the 

project.  

 

An Ecological Impact Assessment Study will form 

part of the EIA Study which will assess the impact 

of the development on the ecology and important 

biodiversity areas. (Marissa Botha, Naledzi) 

4.2 Based on the Waterberg Environmental Management 

Framework part of the site is classified as Zone 2 

(Nature and cultural tourism focus area with high 

quality natural setting). This zone represents areas with 

high, natural visual and cultural quality with the 

ME Molepo 

LEDET – 

Environmental 

Impact 

Management 

In terms of the Waterberg Environmental 

Management Framework, the project site falls within 

two Environmental Management Zones, namely 

Zone 11 set out as a major infrastructure corridor 

and to a lesser extent in Zone 2 set out for nature and 

cultural tourism activities. (Refer to Annexure B of 
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 Number Issue raised By whom and 

when 

Response by Project Team 

potential for development of nature and/or cultural 

based tourism. 

 

23 August 2018 

Official Comment 

the IRR) 

 

The new Lephalale Railway Yard would be built 

along the existing Thabazimbi/Lephalale single 

railway line identified as a major infrastructure 

corridor. The land required to build the yard is 

privately owned and used for game and hunting 

activities.  
 

The potential visual impact, cultural and heritage 

impact, ecological impact as well as the socio 

economic impacts that may arise from the project 

has been identified as significant impacts to be 

assessed through specialist investigations during the 

EIA Study.  

 

The impact on the sense of place and the visual 

landscape are crucial components of the hunting and 

eco-tourism sectors. Inputs in this regard will be 

obtained from current landowners. It will need to be 

taken into consideration in the planning and design 

of the project. (Marissa Botha, Naledzi) 

5. NOISE IMPACT 

5.1 The noise from the trains along the existing railway line 

is excessive during day and night at my residence at 

Geelhoutkloof. The noise survey must ensure to 

measure noise levels generated by loaded trains, not 

only empty trains, in order to consider the actual 

Gavin Cronk 

Farm Manager 

Portion 1 & 

remainder 

Geelhoutkloof 

359LQ 

Noise and vibration has been identified as a 

significant impact to be assessed through a specialist 

investigation during the EIA Study.  

 

Individual farmsteads have been identified as noise 

receptors in the project area. Preliminary 
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 Number Issue raised By whom and 

when 

Response by Project Team 

increase that is experienced. Loaded trains generate 

higher noise levels than empty trains. 

Verbal comment 

26 July 2018 

measurements indicate the ambient noise level at 

Geelhoutkloof is below 30.0dBA and when trains 

pass the rail corridor the noise levels increase at the 

residence to above 50.0dBA (measurement taken 

900m from railway line). This noise increase lasts 

for 4 minutes and is finite. 

 

The Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment will be 

conducted at all the identified noise receptors. The 

noise study will determine the prevailing 

environmental ambient  noise  levels  within  and  

adjacent  to  the  proposed  rail  yard  area  and  this 

information  will  be  used  to  determine  the  

possible  noise  intrusion  at  the  different  noise 

receptors. This will assist in the management of the 

project   in   terms   of   noise   mitigatory   measures   

and   management   principles   for implementation 

during the construction and operational phases of the 

project. 

 

The noise survey  will  be  done: 

 during  the  day  and  the  night  time  periods; 

 Will measure increased noise levels from loaded 

and empty trains along the existing corridor as 

requested. 

 

Identified activities from the proposed project that 

may result in an increase in noise levels include: 

 Construction Phase: preparation and provision 

of infrastructure; 

 Operation phase: Shunting, train activities, 
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 Number Issue raised By whom and 

when 

Response by Project Team 

hooting; (Marissa Botha, Naledzi) 

6. SAFETY IMPACTS 

6.1 We conduct hunting activities on the farm 

Geelhoutkloof, next to the existing rail corridor. 

Transnet wants to build the new railway yard on the 

farm Geelhoutkloof.  Transnet will need to consider 

building a boundary wall between the new railway yard 

and Geelhoutkloof to address the safety issue of human 

activity at the yard in such close proximity to the 

hunting farm.  

 

Currently activities at the existing railway line are 

limited to trains passing by.  The new railway yard will 

include administration buildings and movement of 

people/employees. 

Hendri Hills 

Landowner 

Portion 1 & 

remainder 

Geelhoutkloof 

359LQ 

Verbal comment 

19 July 2018 

Transnet will consider building a pre-cast concrete 

wall along the high risk perimeter of the Lephalale 

Railway Yard. (Marissa Botha, Naledzi) 

7. SOCIO ECONOMIC IMPACTS 

7.1 We are concerned about impact the increased noise 

levels from the rail yard will have on our game breeding 

and hunting activities at Geelhoutkloof. 

Gavin Cronk 

Farm Manager, 

Portion 1 & 

remainder 

Geelhoutkloof 

359LQ 

Verbal comment 

26 July 2018 

Please refer to response given under point 5.1. 

 

Further the potential impact of the project on the 

social and economic environment of the study area 

has been identified as a significant impact to be 

assessed through a specialist investigation during the 

EIA Study.  

 

The Social and Economic Impact Assessment will 

be conducted to identify and assess the significance 

of the social and economic impacts for the proposed 
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 Number Issue raised By whom and 

when 

Response by Project Team 

Lephalale Railway Yard. 

The impact on the sense of place and the visual 

landscape are crucial components of the hunting and 

eco-tourism sectors. Inputs in this regard will be 

obtained from current landowners. It will need to be 

taken into consideration in the planning and design 

of the project. (Marissa Botha, Naledzi) 

7.2 I am opposed to this project. The area is a used to farm 

game and for hunting activities. This industrial activity 

would impact on our land uses. We have spent 

significant capital on our farms for hunting and tourism 

activities. 

Prof. Jan Meiring 

Taaiboschpan 

Landgoed BK 

21 July 2018 

Verbal comment 

The objection is noted. Please refer to response 

provided under point 7.1. (Marissa Botha, Naledzi) 

 

 



11 
 

ANNEXURE A 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM I&APS DURING 

PUBLIC REGISTRATION PERIOD ON THE BID  
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ANNEXURE B 

 
 
 

 

Project Site for new Lephalale Railway Yard 

Figure 1: Location of project site (black polygon) in terms of Waterberg District Environmental Management Framework - Environmental Management Zones 





7/26/2018 Interested and Affected Party

https://webmail2.dotnetwork2.co.za/owa/?ae=Item&t=IPM.Note&id=RgAAAAD29b4Cq%2f7nSYBuv1Dg%2bWIZBwDKwll2U4ooTKnDSAih9hH7A… 1/1

Interested and Affected Party
Ditlhoriso Ezekiel [ditlhoriso134@gmail.com]
Sent:23 July 2018 01:23 PM
To: Marissa Botha

  
Hey.As a community of Steenbokpan (Lesedi Location) I could like too show something that affected us as
the projects 80 percent work is at Steenbokpan but it seems as if we have to travel 60 km to access the
information about the project.As the community of Steenbokpan we have Lesedi Tshukudu Thusong Centre
whereby one Bid document can be place at.As Ward three we need more info on all issue that will affected ur
social life.I also register as I &AP.Contact no 076 535 8026/0738204486.Yours faithful Ditlhoriso134
Ezekiel Mochambi. 








