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ATTENTION: INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY

INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL

AUTHORISATION AND WATER USE LICENCE FOR THE PROPOSED MELMOTH IRON ORE
MINE PROJECT NEAR MELMOTH, KWAZULU-NATAL

This email serves to notify you, as a potentially interested and affected party, of the applications for a Mining Right,
integrated Environmental Authorisation and Water Use Licence for the proposed Melmoth Iron Ore Mine Project. The
required applications will be made to the respective competent authorities, whom are the Department of Mineral
Resources and Energy (DMRE) and the Department of Human Settlement, Water and Sanitation.



INTRODUCTION

Jindal Iron Ore (Pty) Ltd (Jindal), owned by Jindal Steel and Power (Mauritius) Limited (74%) and Jindal’s BEE partner,
Mr. Thabang Khomo (26%), is proposing the development of an open pit iron ore mine and associated infrastructure
on a site located 25 km southeast of Melmoth, within the Mthonjaneni Local Municipality, in KZN.

Jindal intends to lodge an application for a Mining Right (MR) with the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy
(DMRE) in terms of Section 22 of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002)
(MPRDA).

In order for the DMRE (the Competent Authority) to consider the grant of a Mining Right the applicant must, amongst
other requirements, apply for and obtain an Environmental Authorisation in terms of the National Environmental
Management Act, 1998 (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA). To inform the DMRE’s decision on the Environmental Authorisation
application, a Scoping and EIA (S&EIA) process must be undertaken in terms of Regulations 21 — 24, and 39 — 44 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations 2014 (as amended in 2017). In addition to the requirement for
an Environmental Authorisation, Jindal will also make application for permits / licenses required in terms of the
following legislation:

. National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 2008) (NEM: WA).
. National Water Act, 1998 (No. 36 of 1998) (NWA).

SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SLR), has been appointed by lJindal as the Environmental Assessment
Practitioner (EAP) responsible for undertaking the environmental regulatory processes and conducting public
participation in support of these applications.

PROJECT BACKGROUND

Jindal holds two Prospecting Rights over the proposed project site. The North (PR 10644) and South (PR 10652)
Prospecting Right blocks, which have a total combined extent of 20 170 ha. Jindal has previously undertaken
prospecting activities, including drilling, within selected areas of these blocks. In 2014 and 2015, Jindal conducted a
Prefeasibility Engineering Study to determine the technical and financial feasibility of developing an open pit iron ore
mine.

At that time Jindal had appointed an independent EAP to undertake a S&EIA process for the proposed project. Various
public participation activities and specialist studies were undertaken, and draft Scoping Reports were submitted to the
Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (EDTEA). However, the Scoping Reports
were returned to Jindal with requests for more clarity on various aspects of the project. This, in parallel with a decline
in global iron ore prices, caused Jindal to reduce development of the project. That S&EIA process was discontinued in
January 2016.

Through 2020 the global iron ore price has recovered, to a level that encouraged Jindal to recommence their
consideration of the Melmoth Iron Ore Project. Jindal have appointed consultants to update the engineering work and
conduct the studies required to inform the Mining Right Application (MRA).

CURRENT PROJECT

Jindal is now proposing development of the Melmoth Iron Ore Project as an open cast mine and processing facility to
produce iron ore concentrate for export. Development of the mine and mining infrastructure would be phased.
Currently mining is only proposed to be undertaken in specific areas where the iron ore resource has been defined.
Infrastructure would be developed to support this mining Phase 1 operation.

Jindal’s intent with this MRA is to consolidate the PRs for the North and South blocks into a single MR. The MRA and
S&EIA will consider the entire extent of the two PR blocks, but with a specific focus on the area for Phase 1 of the
Melmoth Iron Ore Project.

Phase 1 of the Melmoth Iron Ore Project would comprise of an open pit, processing plant, waste rock dump (WRD),
tailing storage facility (TSF) and associated infrastructure. Mining activities and infrastructure would only be
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undertaken/developed in portions of the Mining Right area and some infrastructure may be located outside of the
area. The Iron ore concentrate would be transported to the Richards Bay Port either by rail or pipeline. The concentrate
will be exported as there are limited local markets. Prospecting would be undertaken in the North and South blocks in
parallel with the Phase 1 mining.

The Melmoth Iron Ore Project would initially target production of up to 20 million tonnes per annum (Mtpa) of iron
ore, with production possibly being increased in future. The method, scale, and location of the Phase 1 mining and
mine infrastructure will be determined by the Bankable Feasibility Study, with inputs from this S&EIA process.
Additional layout and design details will be presented in the Scoping and EIA Reports as they become available.

The scope of the current S&EIA process is aligned with, and focused on, identifying and assessing impacts of Phase 1
of the proposed mining operation (with DMRE as authority). Under NEMA the DMRE is not the competent authority
for activities post the primary-processing of a mineral, where these are located outside of the MR area. Should
the Melmoth Iron Ore Project require such infrastructure, this will be subject to separate application, assessment and
approval process(es), as required by applicable legislation. Additionally, any future development phase of the
Melmoth Iron Ore Project would need to be subject to the requisite regulatory application, assessment, and approval
processes.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Interested or affected parties play a key role in any S&EIA process. As part of the initial phase of public consultation,
SLR is notifying and distributing information to as many interested or affected parties as possible. Through various
resources SLR has obtained contact details for potential stakeholders. Our information leads us to believe that you
may have an interest in, or be affected by, the project. We would thus like to notify you of the applications and provide
you with introductory information on the proposed project.

A Background Information Document (BID) has been produced and contains initial information on the proposed
project; the regulatory requirements; an outline of the S&EIA process; the baseline environment of the site; and how
stakeholders can have involvement. The BID is attached and available on our website at www.slrconsulting.com/za/slr-
documents. Navigate to the ‘Melmoth Iron Ore Project’ page.

SLR will be consulting with stakeholders through a variety of engagements. Public information meetings have been
arranged, as below. You are invited to attend.

Date and Time Venue Notes
30 June 2021 Melmoth Golf Club, To ensure the health and safety of all stakeholders, Covid-19 protocols
at3 pm Golf Street, Melmoth will be observed at the meeting.

NB Attendance numbers are limited and only by RSVP to SLR.

6 July 2021 Online via Microsoft Teams Contact SLR to register and receive a meeting link.
at 3 pm

You must register as an I&AP if you would like to receive more information or wish to participate in the assessment
process of the project. All personal information submitted to SLR for the S&EIA process will be managed in accordance
with the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013.

Stakeholders are invited to submit initial comments or raise any environmental issues or concerns on the project and
EIA process to SLR by end July 2021. Comments can however be submitted throughout the regulatory process.
Registered I&APs will have opportunity to comment on Reports produced during the environmental authorisation
process. Registered I&APs will be notified of availability of the Scoping and EIA Reports for public review.

To register as an I&AP and/or to submit any comment or concern on the proposed project and EIA process, please
contact SLR at the details below:



ATTENTION: Ms Gugu Dhlamini
Email: gdhlamini@slrconsulting.com Telephone: 011 467 0945
Post: PO Box 1596. Cramerview, 2060 Cell phone: 066 082 3687

(Note: If using post, please also contact us telephonically to notify us of your submission)

Please feel free to pass this document on to any other persons whom you believe may be interested in this project.
We welcome any comment or questions.

Yours faithfully

M. Hemming

Environmental Assessment Practitioner

Gugu Dhlamini

Environmental Consultant

) 2021

0O 27114670945

@ +27 712992820
) sdhlamini@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting (Africa) (Pty) Ltd

SLR Consulting (Johannesburg office)
Suitel - Building D, Monte Circle

178 Montecasino Boulevard
Fourways

Johannesburg, 2191
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ATTENTION: COMMENTING AUTHORITY

Dear Sir/Madam,

NOTICE OF APPLICATIONS FOR MIING RIGHT, INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL
AUTHORISATION AND WATER USE LICENCE FOR THE PROPOSED MELMOTH IRON ORE
MINE PROJECT NEAR MELMOTH, KWAZULU-NATAL

This email serves to notify you, as a potential commenting authority, of the applications for a Mining Right, integrated
Environmental Authorisation and Water Use Licence for the proposed Melmoth Iron Ore Mine Project. The required
applications will be made to the respective competent authorities, whom are the Department of Mineral Resources
and Energy (DMRE) and the Department of Human Settlement, Water and Sanitation.

INTRODUCTION

Jindal Iron Ore (Pty) Ltd (Jindal), owned by Jindal Steel and Power (Mauritius) Limited (74%) and Jindal’s BEE partner,
Mr. Thabang Khomo (26%), is proposing the development of an open pit iron ore mine and associated infrastructure
on a site located 25 km southeast of Melmoth, within the Mthonjaneni Local Municipality, in KZN.

Jindal intends to lodge an application for a Mining Right (MR) with the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy
(DMRE) in terms of Section 22 of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002)
(MPRDA).

In order for the DMRE (the Competent Authority) to consider the grant of a Mining Right the applicant must, amongst
other requirements, apply for and obtain an Environmental Authorisation in terms of the National Environmental
Management Act, 1998 (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA). To inform the DMRE’s decision on the Environmental Authorisation
application, a Scoping and EIA (S&EIA) process must be undertaken in terms of Regulations 21 — 24, and 39 — 44 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations 2014 (as amended in 2017). In addition to the requirement for
an Environmental Authorisation, Jindal will also make application for permits / licenses required in terms of the
following legislation:

. National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 2008) (NEM: WA).
. National Water Act, 1998 (No. 36 of 1998) (NWA).

SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SLR), has been appointed by Jindal as the Environmental Assessment
Practitioner (EAP) responsible for undertaking the environmental regulatory processes and conducting public
participation in support of these applications.

PROJECT BACKGROUND

Jindal holds two Prospecting Rights over the proposed project site. The North (PR 10644) and South (PR 10652)
Prospecting Right blocks, which have a total combined extent of 20 170 ha. Jindal has previously undertaken
prospecting activities, including drilling, within selected areas of these blocks. In 2014 and 2015, Jindal conducted a
Prefeasibility Engineering Study to determine the technical and financial feasibility of developing an open pit iron ore
mine.

At that time Jindal had appointed an independent EAP to undertake a S&EIA process for the proposed project. Various
public participation activities and specialist studies were undertaken, and draft Scoping Reports were submitted to the
Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (EDTEA). However, the Scoping Reports
were returned to Jindal with requests for more clarity on various aspects of the project. This, in parallel with a decline
in global iron ore prices, caused Jindal to reduce development of the project. That S&EIA process was discontinued in
January 2016.



Through 2020 the global iron ore price has recovered, to a level that encouraged Jindal to recommence their
consideration of the Melmoth Iron Ore Project. Jindal have appointed consultants to update the engineering work and
conduct the studies required to inform the Mining Right Application (MRA).

CURRENT PROJECT

Jindal is now proposing development of the Melmoth Iron Ore Project as an open cast mine and processing facility to
produce iron ore concentrate for export. Development of the mine and mining infrastructure would be phased.
Currently mining is only proposed to be undertaken in specific areas where the iron ore resource has been defined.
Infrastructure would be developed to support this mining Phase 1 operation.

Jindal’s intent with this MRA is to consolidate the PRs for the North and South blocks into a single MR. The MRA and
S&EIA will consider the entire extent of the two PR blocks, but with a specific focus on the area for Phase 1 of the
Melmoth Iron Ore Project.

Phase 1 of the Melmoth Iron Ore Project would comprise of an open pit, processing plant, waste rock dump (WRD),
tailing storage facility (TSF) and associated infrastructure. Mining activities and infrastructure would only be
undertaken/developed in portions of the Mining Right area and some infrastructure may be located outside of the
area. The Iron ore concentrate would be transported to the Richards Bay Port either by rail or pipeline. The concentrate
will be exported as there are limited local markets. Prospecting would be undertaken in the North and South blocks in
parallel with the Phase 1 mining.

The Melmoth Iron Ore Project would initially target production of up to 20 million tonnes per annum (Mtpa) of iron
ore, with production possibly being increased in future. The method, scale, and location of the Phase 1 mining and
mine infrastructure will be determined by the Bankable Feasibility Study, with inputs from this S&EIA process.
Additional layout and design details will be presented in the Scoping and EIA Reports as they become available.

The scope of the current S&EIA process is alighed with, and focused on, identifying and assessing impacts of Phase 1
of the proposed mining operation (with DMRE as authority). Under NEMA the DMRE is not the competent authority
for activities post the primary-processing of a mineral, where these are located outside of the MR area. Should
the Melmoth Iron Ore Project require such infrastructure, this will be subject to separate application, assessment and
approval process(es), as required by applicable legislation. Additionally, any future development phase of the
Melmoth Iron Ore Project would need to be subject to the requisite regulatory application, assessment, and approval
processes.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Interested or affected parties play a key role in any S&EIA process. As part of the initial phase of public consultation,
SLR is notifying and distributing information to as many interested or affected parties as possible. Through various
resources SLR has obtained contact details for potential stakeholders. Our information leads us to believe that
you/your Department may have an interest in, or be a commenting authority on, the project. We would thus like to
notify you of the applications and provide you with introductory information on the proposed project.

A Background Information Document (BID) has been produced and contains initial information on the proposed
project; the regulatory requirements; an outline of the S&EIA process; the baseline environment of the site; and how
stakeholders can have involvement. The BID is attached and available on our website at www.slrconsulting.com/za/slr-
documents. Navigate to the ‘Melmoth Iron Ore Project’ page.

SLR will be consulting with stakeholders through a variety of engagements. Meetings will be arranged with
commenting authorities. Public information meetings have been arranged, as below.

Date and Time Venue Notes
30 June 2021 Melmoth Golf Club, To ensure the health and safety of all stakeholders, Covid-19 protocols
at3 pm Golf Street, Melmoth will be observed at the meeting.

NB Attendance numbers are limited and only by RSVP to SLR.

6 July 2021 Online via Microsoft Teams Contact SLR to register and receive a meeting link.
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| at3 pm I I |

You must register as an I&AP if you would like to receive more information or wish to participate in the assessment
process of the project. All personal information submitted to SLR for the S&EIA process will be managed in accordance
with the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013.

Stakeholders are invited to submit initial comments or raise any environmental issues or concerns on the project and
EIA process to SLR by end July 2021. Comments can however be submitted throughout the regulatory process.
Registered 1&APs will have opportunity to comment on Reports produced during the environmental authorisation
process. Registered I&APs will be notified of availability of the Scoping and EIA Reports for public review.

To register as an I&AP and/or to submit any comment or concern on the proposed project and EIA process, please
contact SLR at the details below:

ATTENTION: Ms Gugu Dhlamini
Email: gdhlamini@slrconsulting.com Telephone: 011 467 0945
Post: PO Box 1596. Cramerview, 2060 Cell phone: 066 082 3687

(Note: If using post, please also contact us telephonically to notify us of your submission)

Please feel free to pass this document on to any other persons in your Department whom you believe may be
interested in, or have responsibility for, this project. We welcome any comment or questions.

Yours faithfully

M. Hemming

Environmental Assessment Practitioner

Gugu Dhlamini

Environmental Consultant

) 2021

© +27 114670945

@ +2771299 2820
) sdhlamini@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting (Africa) (Pty) Ltd

SLR Consulting (Johannesburg office)
Suitel - Building D, Monte Circle

178 Montecasino Boulevard
Fourways

Johannesburg, 2191
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Terennce Neuton

PO Box 8, Melmoth, 3835

Steve Platform

PO Box 4, Eshowe, 3815

Khente Ngema
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PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816

Nduna Nzuza

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816

Senzo Mdima

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816

Mama Enqulwini

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816
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PO Box 8, Melmoth, 3835

Mondli Tembe

13 Bronze Street, Empangeni, 3880

Ggekeza Ngema
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Nduna Cebekhulu
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Nduna Dludla
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Mbetheni Shange
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Njabulo Ndlela

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816

Nduna Ngcobo




Nduna Lucky Zulu

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816

Mrs Shandu

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816

Nduna Luthuli

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816

Nduna Mhlongo
PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816
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PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816
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PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816
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PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816




Johann le Roux

PO Box 34, Melmoth, 3835

Nandipha Qwalela

Durban Bay House, 333 Smith
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Nduna Zungu

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816

Nduna Xulu

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816

Mshado Ngema

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816
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PO Box 32, Melmoth, 3835

Nduna Mangethe

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816
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PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816

Nduna Zungu

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816
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Art Campell

PO Box 32, Melmoth, 3835

Nduna Nxumalo

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816

Nduna Sibisi

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816

Nduna Nene

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816




Nduna Makhaye Mama Mamlambo C. Buthelezi

PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816 PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816 PO Box 3746, Nkwalini, 33816
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Milisa Rala

From: Milisa Rala
Sent: Thursday, 05 August 2021 13:31
Subject: JINDAL: MELMOTH IRON ORE MINE PROJECT - NOTICE OF APPLICATIONS FOR

MIING RIGHT, INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION AND WATER USE
LICENCE FOR THE PROPOSED MELMOTH IRON ORE MINE PROJECT

Attachments: 2021-07-27_MelmothlronOreProject-BID-Final-isiZuluV1_.pdf; 2021-07-27_Melmoth
Iron Ore Project-BID-Finalv1_.pdf

ATTENTION: REGULATORY AUTHORITY

Dear Sir/Madam,

NOTICE OF APPLICATIONS FOR MINING RIGHT, INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL
AUTHORISATION AND WATER USE LICENCE FOR THE PROPOSED MELMOTH IRON ORE
MINE PROJECT NEAR MELMOTH, KWAZULU-NATAL

This email serves to notify you, as a potentially interested and affected party, of the applications for a Mining Right,
integrated Environmental Authorisation and Water Use Licence for the proposed Melmoth Iron Ore Mine Project. The
required applications will be made to the respective competent authorities, whom are the Department of Mineral
Resources and Energy (DMRE) and the Department of Human Settlement, Water and Sanitation.

INTRODUCTION

Jindal Iron Ore (Pty) Ltd (Jindal), owned by Jindal Steel and Power (Mauritius) Limited (74%) and Jindal’s BEE partner,
Mr. Thabang Khomo (26%), is proposing the development of an open pit iron ore mine and associated infrastructure
on a site located 25 km southeast of Melmoth, within the Mthonjaneni Local Municipality, in KZN.

Jindal intends to lodge an application for a Mining Right (MR) with the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy
(DMRE) in terms of Section 22 of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002)
(MPRDA).

In order for the DMRE (the Competent Authority) to consider the grant of a Mining Right the applicant must, amongst
other requirements, apply for and obtain an Environmental Authorisation in terms of the National Environmental
Management Act, 1998 (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA). To inform the DMRE’s decision on the Environmental Authorisation
application, a Scoping and EIA (S&EIA) process must be undertaken in terms of Regulations 21 — 24, and 39 — 44 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations 2014 (as amended in 2017). In addition to the requirement for
an Environmental Authorisation, Jindal will also make application for permits / licenses required in terms of the
following legislation:

0 National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 2008) (NEM: WA).
J National Water Act, 1998 (No. 36 of 1998) (NWA).

SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SLR), has been appointed by Jindal as the Environmental Assessment
Practitioner (EAP) responsible for undertaking the environmental regulatory processes and conducting public
participation in support of these applications.



PROJECT BACKGROUND

Jindal holds two Prospecting Rights over the proposed project site. The North (PR 10644) and South (PR 10652)
Prospecting Right blocks, which have a total combined extent of 20 170 ha. Jindal has previously undertaken
prospecting activities, including drilling, within selected areas of these blocks. In 2014 and 2015, Jindal conducted a
Prefeasibility Engineering Study to determine the technical and financial feasibility of developing an open pit iron ore
mine.

At that time Jindal had appointed an independent EAP to undertake a S&EIA process for the proposed project. Various
public participation activities and specialist studies were undertaken, and draft Scoping Reports were submitted to
the Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (EDTEA). However, the Scoping
Reports were returned to Jindal with requests for more clarity on various aspects of the project. This, in parallel with
a decline in global iron ore prices, caused Jindal to reduce development of the project. That S&EIA process was
discontinued in January 2016.

Through 2020 the global iron ore price has recovered, to a level that encouraged Jindal to recommence their
consideration of the Melmoth Iron Ore Project. Jindal have appointed consultants to update the engineering work
and conduct the studies required to inform the Mining Right Application (MRA).

CURRENT PROJECT

Jindal is now proposing development of the Melmoth Iron Ore Project as an open cast mine and processing facility to
produce iron ore concentrate for export. Development of the mine and mining infrastructure would be phased.
Currently mining is only proposed to be undertaken in specific areas where the iron ore resource has been defined.
Infrastructure would be developed to support this mining Phase 1 operation.

Jindal’s intent with this MRA is to consolidate the PRs for the North and South blocks into a single MR. The MRA and
S&EIA will consider the entire extent of the two PR blocks, but with a specific focus on the area for Phase 1 of the
Melmoth Iron Ore Project.

Phase 1 of the Melmoth Iron Ore Project would comprise of an open pit, processing plant, waste rock dump (WRD),
tailing storage facility (TSF) and associated infrastructure. Mining activities and infrastructure would only be
undertaken/developed in portions of the Mining Right area and some infrastructure may be located outside of the
area. The lron ore concentrate would be transported to the Richards Bay Port either by rail or pipeline. The
concentrate will be exported as there are limited local markets. Prospecting would be undertaken in the North and
South blocks in parallel with the Phase 1 mining.

The Melmoth Iron Ore Project would initially target production of up to 20 million tonnes per annum (Mtpa) of iron
ore, with production possibly being increased in future. The method, scale, and location of the Phase 1 mining and
mine infrastructure will be determined by the Bankable Feasibility Study, with inputs from this S&EIA process.
Additional layout and design details will be presented in the Scoping and EIA Reports as they become available.

The scope of the current S&EIA process is aligned with, and focused on, identifying and assessing impacts of Phase 1
of the proposed mining operation (with DMRE as authority). Under NEMA the DMRE is not the competent authority
for activities post the primary-processing of a mineral, where these are located outside of the MR area. Should
the Melmoth Iron Ore Project require such infrastructure, this will be subject to separate application, assessment and
approval process(es), as required by applicable legislation. Additionally, any future development phase of the
Melmoth Iron Ore Project would need to be subject to the requisite regulatory application, assessment, and approval
processes.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Interested or affected parties play a key role in any S&EIA process. As part of the initial phase of public consultation,
SLR is notifying and distributing information to as many interested or affected parties as possible. Through various
resources SLR has obtained contact details for potential stakeholders. Our information leads us to believe that you
may have an interest in, or be affected by, the project. We would thus like to notify you of the applications and provide
you with introductory information on the proposed project.
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A Background Information Document (BID) has been produced and contains initial information on the proposed
project; the regulatory requirements; an outline of the S&EIA process; the baseline environment of the site; and how
stakeholders can have involvement. The updated BID is attached and available on our website at
www.slrconsulting.com/za/slr-documents. Navigate to the ‘Melmoth Iron Ore Project’ page.

SLR is in the process of consulting stakeholders through a variety of engagements. In that regard, a public information
meeting has been arranged, as below. You are invited to attend.

Date and Time Venue Notes
18 August 2021 | Melmoth Golf Club, To ensure the health and safety of all stakeholders, Covid-19 protocols
at3 pm Golf Street, Melmoth will be observed at the meeting.

NB Attendance numbers are limited and only by RSVP to SLR.
Organisations/businesses are encouraged to please limit the number of
their representatives to one.

Please note that this is the rescheduling of the initial public meeting that was intended to take place on 30 June 2021
at 3pm but was postponed due to the implementation of the adjusted Alert Level 4 Restrictions (from the 28th of June
2021 to the 25 of July 2021) which prohibited gatherings to address, prevent and combat the spread of COVID-19.

You must register as an I&AP if you would like to receive more information or wish to participate in the assessment
process of the project. All personal information submitted to SLR for the S&EIA process will be managed in accordance
with the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013.

Stakeholders are invited to submit initial comments or raise any environmental issues or concerns on the project and
EIA process to SLR by end of August 2021. Comments can however be submitted throughout the regulatory process.
Registered I&APs will have opportunity to comment on Reports produced during the environmental authorisation
process. Registered I&APs will be notified of availability of the Scoping and EIA Reports for public review.

To register as an I&AP and/or to submit any comment or concern on the proposed project and EIA process, please
contact SLR at the details below:

ATTENTION: Ms Gugu Dhlamini
Email: gdhlamini@slrconsulting.com Telephone: 011 467 0945
Post: PO Box 1596. Cramerview, 2060 Cell phone: 066 082 3687

(Note: If using post, please also contact us telephonically to notify us of your submission)

Please feel free to pass this document on to any other persons whom you believe may be interested in this project.
We welcome any comment or questions.

Yours faithfully

M. Hemming



Environmental Assessment Practitioner

SLR®

Milisa Rala
EMPA Intern

@) +27 11 467 0945
o mrala@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting (Africa) (Pty) Ltd
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From: Milisa Rala
Sent: Thursday, 05 August 2021 13:34
Subject: JINDAL: MELMOTH IRON ORE MINE PROJECT - NOTICE OF APPLICATIONS FOR
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ATTENTION: INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY

Dear Sir/Madam,

NOTICE OF APPLICATIONS FOR MINING RIGHT, INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL
AUTHORISATION AND WATER USE LICENCE FOR THE PROPOSED MELMOTH IRON ORE
MINE PROJECT NEAR MELMOTH, KWAZULU-NATAL

This email serves to notify you, as a potentially interested and affected party, of the applications for a Mining Right,
integrated Environmental Authorisation and Water Use Licence for the proposed Melmoth Iron Ore Mine Project. The
required applications will be made to the respective competent authorities, whom are the Department of Mineral
Resources and Energy (DMRE) and the Department of Human Settlement, Water and Sanitation.

INTRODUCTION

Jindal Iron Ore (Pty) Ltd (Jindal), owned by Jindal Steel and Power (Mauritius) Limited (74%) and Jindal’s BEE partner,
Mr. Thabang Khomo (26%), is proposing the development of an open pit iron ore mine and associated infrastructure
on a site located 25 km southeast of Melmoth, within the Mthonjaneni Local Municipality, in KZN.

Jindal intends to lodge an application for a Mining Right (MR) with the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy
(DMRE) in terms of Section 22 of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002)
(MPRDA).

In order for the DMRE (the Competent Authority) to consider the grant of a Mining Right the applicant must, amongst
other requirements, apply for and obtain an Environmental Authorisation in terms of the National Environmental
Management Act, 1998 (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA). To inform the DMRE’s decision on the Environmental Authorisation
application, a Scoping and EIA (S&EIA) process must be undertaken in terms of Regulations 21 — 24, and 39 — 44 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations 2014 (as amended in 2017). In addition to the requirement for
an Environmental Authorisation, Jindal will also make application for permits / licenses required in terms of the
following legislation:

0 National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 2008) (NEM: WA).
J National Water Act, 1998 (No. 36 of 1998) (NWA).

SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SLR), has been appointed by Jindal as the Environmental Assessment
Practitioner (EAP) responsible for undertaking the environmental regulatory processes and conducting public
participation in support of these applications.



PROJECT BACKGROUND

Jindal holds two Prospecting Rights over the proposed project site. The North (PR 10644) and South (PR 10652)
Prospecting Right blocks, which have a total combined extent of 20 170 ha. Jindal has previously undertaken
prospecting activities, including drilling, within selected areas of these blocks. In 2014 and 2015, Jindal conducted a
Prefeasibility Engineering Study to determine the technical and financial feasibility of developing an open pit iron ore
mine.

At that time Jindal had appointed an independent EAP to undertake a S&EIA process for the proposed project. Various
public participation activities and specialist studies were undertaken, and draft Scoping Reports were submitted to
the Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (EDTEA). However, the Scoping
Reports were returned to Jindal with requests for more clarity on various aspects of the project. This, in parallel with
a decline in global iron ore prices, caused Jindal to reduce development of the project. That S&EIA process was
discontinued in January 2016.

Through 2020 the global iron ore price has recovered, to a level that encouraged Jindal to recommence their
consideration of the Melmoth Iron Ore Project. Jindal have appointed consultants to update the engineering work
and conduct the studies required to inform the Mining Right Application (MRA).

CURRENT PROJECT

Jindal is now proposing development of the Melmoth Iron Ore Project as an open cast mine and processing facility to
produce iron ore concentrate for export. Development of the mine and mining infrastructure would be phased.
Currently mining is only proposed to be undertaken in specific areas where the iron ore resource has been defined.
Infrastructure would be developed to support this mining Phase 1 operation.

Jindal’s intent with this MRA is to consolidate the PRs for the North and South blocks into a single MR. The MRA and
S&EIA will consider the entire extent of the two PR blocks, but with a specific focus on the area for Phase 1 of the
Melmoth Iron Ore Project.

Phase 1 of the Melmoth Iron Ore Project would comprise of an open pit, processing plant, waste rock dump (WRD),
tailing storage facility (TSF) and associated infrastructure. Mining activities and infrastructure would only be
undertaken/developed in portions of the Mining Right area and some infrastructure may be located outside of the
area. The Iron ore concentrate would be transported to the Richards Bay Port either by rail or pipeline. The
concentrate will be exported as there are limited local markets. Prospecting would be undertaken in the North and
South blocks in parallel with the Phase 1 mining.

The Melmoth Iron Ore Project would initially target production of up to 20 million tonnes per annum (Mtpa) of iron
ore, with production possibly being increased in future. The method, scale, and location of the Phase 1 mining and
mine infrastructure will be determined by the Bankable Feasibility Study, with inputs from this S&EIA process.
Additional layout and design details will be presented in the Scoping and EIA Reports as they become available.

The scope of the current S&EIA process is aligned with, and focused on, identifying and assessing impacts of Phase 1
of the proposed mining operation (with DMRE as authority). Under NEMA the DMRE is not the competent authority
for activities post the primary-processing of a mineral, where these are located outside of the MR area. Should
the Melmoth Iron Ore Project require such infrastructure, this will be subject to separate application, assessment and
approval process(es), as required by applicable legislation. Additionally, any future development phase of the
Melmoth Iron Ore Project would need to be subject to the requisite regulatory application, assessment, and approval
processes.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Interested or affected parties play a key role in any S&EIA process. As part of the initial phase of public consultation,
SLR is notifying and distributing information to as many interested or affected parties as possible. Through various
resources SLR has obtained contact details for potential stakeholders. Our information leads us to believe that you
may have an interest in, or be affected by, the project. We would thus like to notify you of the applications and provide
you with introductory information on the proposed project.
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A Background Information Document (BID) has been produced and contains initial information on the proposed
project; the regulatory requirements; an outline of the S&EIA process; the baseline environment of the site; and how
stakeholders can have involvement. The updated BID is attached and available on our website at
www.slrconsulting.com/za/slr-documents. Navigate to the ‘Melmoth Iron Ore Project’ page.

SLR is in the process of consulting stakeholders through a variety of engagements. In that regard, a public information
meeting has been arranged, as below. You are invited to attend.

Date and Time Venue Notes
18 August 2021 | Melmoth Golf Club, To ensure the health and safety of all stakeholders, Covid-19 protocols
at3 pm Golf Street, Melmoth will be observed at the meeting.

NB Attendance numbers are limited and only by RSVP to SLR.
Organisations/businesses are encouraged to please limit the number of
their representatives to one.

Please note that this is the rescheduling of the initial public meeting that was intended to take place on 30 June 2021
at 3pm but was postponed due to the implementation of the adjusted Alert Level 4 Restrictions (from the 28th of June
2021 to the 25 of July 2021) which prohibited gatherings to address, prevent and combat the spread of COVID-19.

You must register as an I&AP if you would like to receive more information or wish to participate in the assessment
process of the project. All personal information submitted to SLR for the S&EIA process will be managed in accordance
with the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013.

Stakeholders are invited to submit initial comments or raise any environmental issues or concerns on the project and
EIA process to SLR by end of August 2021. Comments can however be submitted throughout the regulatory process.
Registered I&APs will have opportunity to comment on Reports produced during the environmental authorisation
process. Registered I&APs will be notified of availability of the Scoping and EIA Reports for public review.

To register as an I&AP and/or to submit any comment or concern on the proposed project and EIA process, please
contact SLR at the details below:

ATTENTION: Ms Gugu Dhlamini
Email: gdhlamini@slrconsulting.com Telephone: 011 467 0945
Post: PO Box 1596. Cramerview, 2060 Cell phone: 066 082 3687

(Note: If using post, please also contact us telephonically to notify us of your submission)

Please feel free to pass this document on to any other persons whom you believe may be interested in this project.
We welcome any comment or questions.

Yours faithfully

M. Hemming



Environmental Assessment Practitioner

SLR®

Milisa Rala
EMPA Intern

@) +27 11 467 0945
0 mrala@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting (Africa) (Pty) Ltd
SLR Consulting (Johannesburg office)
Suitel - Building D, Monte Circle

178 Montecasino Boulevard
Fourways

Johannesburg, 2191

Follow us gﬁ Winners: RoSPA
on Linkedln ReSPA President’s Award 2020



