
In terms of Regulation 19(3) of GN R.326 of the NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment 
Regulations, 2014, as amended (07 April 2017), the impact assessment for the proposed 
Olyvenhoutsdrift Industrial Development is as follows: 
 
Construction phase: 
 

Potential impacts on geographical and physical 

aspects: 

Potential impact on freshwater ecosystems  

 

Nature of impact:  

There are no watercourses (streams or wetlands) on the property, 

or within 32m of the property. The closest watercourse is a small 

ephemeral stream located approximately 80m to the west of the 

property. The proposed development is therefore expected to have 

no direct impacts on this watercourse. 

 

Extent and duration of impact: Local, during construction and operation 

Probability of occurrence: Unlikely 

Degree to which the impact can be reversed: High 

Degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources: 
Negligible 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation: None expected 

Significance rating of impact prior to mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Negligible 

Degree to which the impact can be mitigated: High 

Proposed mitigation: 

• All construction and operation of the Industrial site must be 

done in accordance with an approved construction and 

operational phase Environmental Management Plan (EMP), 

which must be developed by a suitably experienced 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner. Particular importance 

must be given to emergency preparedness with regards to any 

spillages or leakage of hydrocarbons on site. 

• The control of construction waste water, any contaminated 

water and/or stormwater must be properly controlled, as per 

the EMP. No wastewater is allowed to be released into any 

watercourses 

Cumulative impact post mitigation: Negligible 

Significance rating of impact after mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Negligible  

 

Potential impact on biological aspects:  

Nature of impact:  

Loss of vegetation 

- Direct loss of vegetation type and associated habitat due to 

construction and operational activities. 

Extent and duration of impact: Local, temporary 

Probability of occurrence: Definite 

Degree to which the impact can be reversed: Low 

Degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources: 
Unlikely 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation: Insignificant 

Significance rating of impact prior to mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Very-Low negative 

Degree to which the impact can be mitigated: Low 



Proposed mitigation: 

- All invasive alien plant species encountered on the 
property should be removed responsibly and follow-up 

work must be done during the construction period.  

Cumulative impact post mitigation: Very-Low to Insignificant 

Significance rating of impact after mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Very-Low to Insignificant 

 

Potential impacts on socio-economic aspects:  

Nature of impact:  
Temporary jobs will be created in the construction industry 

during the construction phase.   

Extent and duration of impact: Local. During the construction phase of the activity 

Probability of occurrence: Definite 

Degree to which the impact can be reversed: NA. This is a positive impact 

Degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources: 
NA 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation: Low - positive 

Significance rating of impact prior to mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Low - positive 

Degree to which the impact can be mitigated: Medium 

Proposed mitigation: 
No mitigation measures are required. 

Temporary jobs will be created during the construction phase 

Cumulative impact post mitigation: Low - positive 

Significance rating of impact after mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Low - positive 

 

Potential impacts on cultural-historical aspects:  

Nature of impact:  The loss of cultural or historic aspects during construction 

Extent and duration of impact: Local, during construction phase 

Probability of occurrence: 

Possible. The proposed development site is not a sensitive 

archaeological landscape. No settlement sites or evidence of 

human occupation were found. Most of the tools are assigned to 

the Later Stone, while a few Middle Stone Age lithics were 

recorded. The majority of the tools recorded (flakes, chunks & a 

few cores) most likely represent discarded flakes or flake debris 

Degree to which the impact can be reversed: N/A 

Degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources: 
Unlikely 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation: Low – Negative  

Significance rating of impact prior to mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Low – Negative 

Degree to which the impact can be mitigated: Limited 

Proposed mitigation: 

• No archaeological mitigation is required is prior to construction 

activities commencing.  

• Should any unmarked human burials/remains or ostrich 

eggshell water flask caches be uncovered, or exposed during 

construction activities, these must immediately be reported to 

the archaeologist (Jonathan Kaplan 082 321 0172), or the 

South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) (Att Ms 

Katie Smuts 021 462 4502). Burials must not be removed or 



disturbed until inspected by the archaeologist. 

Cumulative impact post mitigation: Negligible 

Significance rating of impact after mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Low 

 

Potential noise impacts:  

Nature of impact:  
Noise impact from machinery and plant on the neighbouring 

properties during construction 

Extent and duration of impact: Local, Duration of construction phase 

Probability of occurrence: Probable 

Degree to which the impact can be reversed: Definite 

Degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources: 
Negligible 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation: Low – negative 

Significance rating of impact prior to mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Medium Low – negative 

Degree to which the impact can be mitigated: Medium 

Proposed mitigation: 

The following measures should be implemented amongst others: 

• The Contractor shall endeavour to keep noise generating 

activities to a minimum.  

• Construction only to take place during normal working hours 

• Compliance with the appropriate legislation with respect to 

noise shall be mandatory. 

Cumulative impact post mitigation: Low – negative 

Significance rating of impact after mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Low – negative 

 

 

 

Potential visual impacts:  

Nature of impact:  Unsightly views due to construction site. 

Extent and duration of impact: Local, during duration of construction 

Probability of occurrence: Probable 

Degree to which the impact can be reversed: Possible 

Degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources: 
N/A 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation: Low - negative 

Significance rating of impact prior to mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Medium - negative 

Degree to which the impact can be mitigated: Probable 

Proposed mitigation: 

Visual impact mitigation measures will be dealt with in the EMP 

The EMP must be enforced and monitored by the ECO.  

• The Contractor shall restrict all his activities, materials, 

equipment and personnel to within the area specified.  

• Construction material must be stored in areas designated by 

the site agent and in a neat and orderly manner. 

• The Contractor must ensure that all structures, equipment, 

materials and facilities used or created on site for or during 



construction activities are removed once the project has been 

completed. The construction site must be cleared, and 

cleaned to the satisfaction of the ECO. 

Immediately after the demolition of the camp site, the contractor 

shall restore the site to its original state, paying particular attention 

to its appearance relative to the general landscape. 

Cumulative impact post mitigation: Very low - negative 

Significance rating of impact after mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Low - negative 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational phase: 
 

Potential impacts on the geographical and physical 

aspects: 

Refer to freshwater impacts under construction phase 

Nature of impact:   

Extent and duration of impact:  

Probability of occurrence:  

Degree to which the impact can be reversed:  

Degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources: 
 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation:  

Significance rating of impact prior to mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
 

Degree to which the impact can be mitigated:  

Proposed mitigation:  

Cumulative impact post mitigation:  

Significance rating of impact after mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
 

 

Potential impact biological aspects:  

Nature of impact:  
No biological aspects are expected to be impacted during the 
operational phase 

Extent and duration of impact:  

Probability of occurrence:  

Degree to which the impact can be reversed:  

Degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources: 
 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation:  

Significance rating of impact prior to mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
 

Degree to which the impact can be mitigated:  

Proposed mitigation:  

Cumulative impact post mitigation:  

Significance rating of impact after mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
 

 

 

Potential impacts on the socio-economic aspects:  

Nature of impact:  

- The project will provide job opportunities during the construction 

and the operational phase. 

- This development has the potential to positively contribute to, 

amongst others, the renewable energy sector of the surrounding 



area, by means of providing space for industrial activities, 

supplementary to this sector, to be more readily accommodated 

when needed. 

- This development has the potential to provide an economic 

injection in the local community, by means of creating 

employment opportunities. 

- The proposed development will increase the income generated 

by the study area, which is currently non-existent. 

Extent and duration of impact: Local, Permanent 

Probability of occurrence: Definite 

Degree to which the impact can be reversed: NA 

Degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources: 
NA, the impact is a positive impact 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation: NA 

Significance rating of impact prior to mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
NA 

Degree to which the impact can be mitigated: NA, the impact is a positive impact 

Proposed mitigation: No mitigation measures are required  

Cumulative impact post mitigation: Medium - Positive 

Significance rating of impact after mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
Medium - Positive 

 

 

Potential impacts on the cultural-historical aspects:  

Nature of impact:  
No cultural or historic impacts are expected during the 

operational phase of this activity. 

Extent and duration of impact:  

Probability of occurrence:  

Degree to which the impact can be reversed:  

Degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources: 
 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation:  

Significance rating of impact prior to mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
 

Degree to which the impact can be mitigated:  

Proposed mitigation:  

Cumulative impact post mitigation:  

Significance rating of impact after mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
 

 

Potential noise impacts:  

Nature of impact:  

At this point it is not known what sort of industries will be 

located within the industrial park. However, there are no 

residential developments in close proximity to the site, so 

noise impacts are not expected.  

Extent and duration of impact:  

Probability of occurrence:  

Degree to which the impact can be reversed:  

Degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources: 
 



Cumulative impact prior to mitigation:  

Significance rating of impact prior to mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
 

Degree to which the impact can be mitigated:  

Proposed mitigation:  

Cumulative impact post mitigation:  

Significance rating of impact after mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
 

 

Potential visual impacts:  

Nature of impact:  

The activity is not expected to have a visual impact during the 

operational phase as development is located within the urban 

edge, and is considered in-fill development. 

Extent and duration of impact:  

Probability of occurrence:  

Degree to which the impact can be reversed:  

Degree to which the impact may cause irreplaceable 

loss of resources: 
 

Cumulative impact prior to mitigation:  

Significance rating of impact prior to mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
 

Degree to which the impact can be mitigated:  

Proposed mitigation:  

Cumulative impact post mitigation:  

Significance rating of impact after mitigation  

(Low, Medium, Medium-High, High, or Very-High) 
 

 

 
Decommissioning: 

 
The project as proposed does not require ‘decommissioning’ or ‘closure’, as such the 

potential impacts thereof is considered irrelevant. 

 


