






 

Page 1 of 5 Version 2 January 15 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DETAILS OF SPECIALIST AND DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF REGULATIONS 12 AND 13 OF THE 

AMENDMENTS TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS, 2014 AS AMENDED. 

 

(For official use only) 

File Reference Number:  

NEAS Reference Number:  

Date Received:  

Application for environmental authorization in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 

1998), as amended and the Amendments to the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014. This form is valid as 

of 6 January 2021. 

 

PROJECT TITLE 

Expansion of the existing Shoprite Checkers distribution centre situated on Erf 8741, located 

approximately 15 kilometres from the CBD of Gqeberha, Eastern Cape. 

 

SPECIALIST1 Groundwater Specialist 

Contact person: Riona Kruger 

Postal address: PO Box 21842, Port Elizabeth 

Postal code: 6000 Cell: 0790278932 

Telephone: 0415094800 Fax: 0415094850 

E-mail: rkruger@gmail.com   

Professional affiliation(s) (if 
any) 

Pr Sci Nat (400223/12) 
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Project Consultant: PHS Consulting 

Contact person: Paul Slabbert/ Nadine Duncan 

Postal address: PO Box 1752, Hermanus 

 

 

 

Postal code: 

7200 Cell: 082 740 8046 / 072 2314439 

Telephone: 
E-mail: 

(028) 312 1734 
paul@phsconsulting.co.za/ 
nadine@phsconsulting.co. 

Fax: 086 508 3249 

 
 

4.2 The SPECIALIST 
 

I,                                                                          , declare that – 
 
General declaration: 
 

• I act as the independent Specialist in this application 

• I will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in views and findings that 
are not favourable to the applicant 

• I declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing such work; 

• I have expertise in conducting environmental impact assessments, including knowledge of the Act, regulations and 
any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed activity; 

• I will comply with the Act, regulations and all other applicable legislation; 

• I will take into account, to the extent possible, the matters listed in regulation 8 of the regulations when preparing the 
application and any report relating to the application;  

•  I have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity; 

• I undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in my possession that 
reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing - any decision to be taken with respect to the application by 
the competent authority; and -  the objectivity of any report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for submission 
to the competent authority; 

• I will ensure that information containing all relevant facts in respect of the application is distributed or made available 
to interested and affected parties and the public and that participation by interested and affected parties is facilitated 
in such a manner that all interested and affected parties will be provided with a reasonable opportunity to participate 
and to provide comments on documents that are produced to support the application; 

• I will ensure that the comments of all interested and affected parties are considered and recorded in reports that are 
submitted to the competent authority in respect of the application, provided that comments that are made by  

 

Riona Kruger 
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SRK Consulting  Page 1 

Riona Kruger 
Principal Geologist 

 

Key Experience:       Hydrogeological and geology investigations 
 

 

 

Specialisation Hydrogeology and geology 

  

 

Expertise Riona Kruger has been involved in the field of hydrogeological and geological 
investigations for the past 15 years. Her expertise includes: 

 

• groundwater supply investigations; 

• groundwater and surface water contamination investigations; 

• groundwater, surface water and effluent monitoring 

• groundwater impact assessments; 

• general groundwater investigation; 

• groundwater monitoring projects; 

• project management; 

• groundwater resource evaluation at local and regional scale; 

• groundwater drilling and pumping tests; 

• borehole construction; 

• geotechnical desk studies; 

• soil profile logging; 

• geotechnical and hydrogeological borehole logging (core and rock chippings); 

• data collection, processing/analyses; 

• exploration and field mapping; 

• GIS mapping and database analyses. 

  

 

Employment  
 

Sep 2018 – Present 

Apr 2013 – Sep 2018 

SRK Consulting (Pty) Ltd, Principal Geologist, Port Elizabeth 

SRK Consulting (Pty) Ltd, Senior Geologist, Port Elizabeth 

2008 – Apr 2013 

2006 – 2007 

2005 – 2006 

SRK Consulting (Pty) Ltd, Geologist, Port Elizabeth 

Anglo Platinum, Geological Database Manager, Johannesburg 

Anglo Platinum, Graduate Mining Geologist, Amandelbult 

  

 

Languages English – read, write, speak  

Afrikaans – read, write, speak  

 

Profession Principal Geologist 

Education BSc (Hons), Geology, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 
University, 2005 

BSc, Geology and Geography, University of Port 
Elizabeth, 2003 

Registrations/ 

Affiliations 

Pr.Sci.Nat, SACNASP (South Africa), 400223/12 

Member, GSSA (967698) 

Professional Member, Groundwater Division GSSA 
(11835/18) 
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Province of the 
EASTERN CAPE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
fMAONMENIAL AFAIRS & TOAIS 

DETAILS OF SPECIALIST AND DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN TERMS OF REGULATIONS 12 AND 13 OF THE 

AMENDMENTS TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS, 2014 AS AMENDED. 

(For official use only) 

File Reference Number: 

NEAS Reference Number: 

Date Received: 

Application for environmental authorization in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 
1998), as amended and the Amendments to the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014. This form is valid 

as of 6 January 2021 

PROJECT TITLE 

Expansion of the existingShoprite Checkers distribution centre situated on Erf 8741, located 
approximately 15 kilometres from the CBD of Gqeberha, Eastern Cape. 

SPECIALIST 
Contact person: Barend Adriaan arobler 

Po Box 
Postal address: 

3228 Summer strand 
Cell: Postal code O71 3q 4 233 

Telephone: Fax: 

adriaam.qtobler s 
gma. ovm 

E-mail: 

Professional affliation(s) (if 
any) 

Version 2 January 15 2021 



Project Consultant 
Contact person: 
Postal address: 

PHS Consuting 
Paul Slabbert/ Nadine Duncan 
PO Box 1752, Hermanus 
7200 Cell 082 740 8046/072 2314439 

Postal code 

Fax 086 508 3249 Telephone: 
E-mail 

(028) 312 1734 

paul@phsconsulting.co.zal 
nadine@phsconsulting.c. 

4.2 The SPECIALIST 

,Barend AdrianGrololer declare that- 

General declaration: 

act as the independent Specialist in this application 

will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in views and findings that 
are not favourable to the applicant 

I declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing such work; 

Ihave expertise in conducting environmental impact assessments, including knowledge of the Act, regulations and 
any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed activity 

Iwill comply with the Act, regulations and all other applicable legislation;

Iwill take into account, to the extent possible, the matters listed in regulation 8 of the regulations when preparing the 
application and any report relating to the application;

1 have no, and will not engage in, conflicing interests in the undertaking of the activity 
undertaketo disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in my possession that 

reasonably has or may have the potential of infiuencing any decision to be taken with respect to the application by 
the competernt authority, and - the objectivity of any report, plan or document to be prepared by mysel for submission

to the competent authority,

will ensure that information containing all relevant facts in respect of the application is distributed or made available 
to interested and afiected paries and the pubilic and that participation by interested and atfected partes is faciltated 
in such a manner that all interested and affected parties will be provided with a reasonable opportunity to participate 
and to provide comments on documents that are produced to support the application; 

will ensure that the comments of al interested and affected parties are considered and recorded in reports that are 

Submitted to the competent authority in respect of the application, provided that comments that are made by 
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interested and affected parties in respect of a final report that will be submitted to the competent authority may be 

attached to the report without further amendment to the report; 
will keep a register of al interested and affected parties that participated in a public participation process; and 

will provide the competent authority with access to all infomation at my disposal regarding the application, whether 

such infomation is favourable to the applicant or not 

all the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct, 

will perfom all other obligations as expected from an environmental assessment practitioner in terms of the 

Regulations, and 

Irealise that a false declaration is an offence and is punishable in terms of section 24F of the Act 

Disclosure of Vested Interest (delete whichever is not applicable) 

Ido not have and will not have any vested interest (either business, financial, personal or other) in the proposed 
activity proceeding other than remuneration for work performed in terms of the Amendments to Environmental Impact 

Assessment Regulations, 2014 as amended. 

have a vested-interestin the-proposed-activit PFOGEeding, sueh-vested interest-being: 

Signature of the speciafist: 

Name of company 

2 May 2022 
Date 

Signature of the Commissioner of Oaths: 

Date: 

WARRANÍ OFEI CER SUID-AFRIKAANSE POLISIEDIENS 

Designation: RELIEF D 

Curriculum Vitae (CV) attached 2022-05- 0 2 
Official stamp (below). HUMEWOOD 

SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE 
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Curriculum Vitae | B. Adriaan Grobler – Botanist and Vegetation Ecologist | Updated 02 May 2022  

CURRICULUM VITAE 

Barend Adriaan Grobler 
Botanical and Ecological Specialist 

 

Address: 1 Burgess Street, Richmond Hill, Gqeberha, Eastern Cape 6001 
Tel: +27 79 394 1233 
E-mail: adriaan.grobler85@gmail.com 
 

EDUCATION 

2018 PhD in Botany 
Nelson Mandela University, Port Elizabeth 
Dissertation title: “Roads and their effects in fynbos of the southeastern 
Cape: implications for management and conservation of road verge vegetation” 

2012 MSc in Botany 
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, Port Elizabeth 
Dissertation title: “A systematic conservation assessment and plan for the 
Baakens River Valley, Port Elizabeth” 

2010 BSc Honours in Botany 
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, Port Elizabeth 
Specialization: Conservation Biology 

2009 BSc in Environmental Science 
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, Port Elizabeth 
Majors: Botany and Environmental Geography 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

Jan 2012 – 
Present 

Botanical and Ecological Specialist 
Freelance 
Independent specialist consultant conducting botanical and ecological impact 
assessments and biodiversity surveys in the Eastern and Western Cape 
provinces. 

Jan 2021 –
Present 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
African Centre for Coastal Palaeoscience, Nelson Mandela University 
African Centre for Coastal Palaeoscience postdoctoral fellowship (2021–2022), 
working on project “Last Glacial Maximum vegetation patterns and carbon 
isoscapes in the Greater Cape Floristic Region”. 

Jan 2019 –
Dec 2020 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
African Centre for Coastal Palaeoscience, Nelson Mandela University 
DSI-NRF Innovation Postdoctoral Fellowship (2019–2020), working on the 
project “Plant Evolution on the Palaeo-Agulhas Plain: A Coastal Adaptation in the 
Cape Flora”. 

 Continued on next page 
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Apr 2018 –
Dec 2018 

EMPLOYMENT continued 

Postdoctoral Fellow 
African Centre for Coastal Palaeoscience, Nelson Mandela University 
Nelson Mandela University Postdoctoral Fellowship (2018), working on the 
project “Inventory of the Flora and Vegetation of the Calcareous Dunes of the 
Cape South Coast”. 

Feb 2018 –
Mar 2018 

Research Assistant 
Botany Department, Nelson Mandela University 
Coordinated the Thicket-Biome update for Vegetation Map of South Africa 2018, 
acting as liaison between Nelson Mandela University, South African National 
Biodiversity Institute and other project stakeholders. 

Dec 2016 –
Mar 2017 

Research Assistant 
Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (Threatened Species 
Programme), South African National Biodiversity Institute 
Field botanist conducting plant surveys and monitoring populations of rare and 
threatened plant species in the Eastern Cape. 

Jan 2014 – 
Mar 2016 

Research Assistant 
Ria Olivier Herbarium, Nelson Mandela University 
Multiple short-term appointments, processing and identifying plant specimens 
collected throughout South Africa. 

 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

2022 Grobler, B.A. and Campbell, E.E. 2022. Road and landscape-context impacts 
on bird pollination in fynbos of the southeastern Cape Floristic Region. South 
African Journal of Botany 146: 676–684. 

 Quick, L., Chase, B., Carr, A., Chevalier, M., Grobler, B.A. and Meadows, M. 
2021. A 25,000 year record of climate and vegetation change from the 
southwestern Cape coast, South Africa. Quaternary Research 105: 82-99. 

2021 Grobler, B.A. and Cowling, R.M. 2021. The composition, geography, biology 
and assembly of the coastal flora of the Cape Floristic Region. PeerJ 9: e11916. 
https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj.11916 

 Strydom, T., Grobler, B.A., Kraaij, T. and Cowling, R.M. 2021. Pre-and post-
fire architectural guilds of subtropical dune thicket species in the southeastern 
Cape Floristic Region. Journal of Vegetation Science 32: e13079. 

2020 Grobler, B.A. and Campbell, E.E. 2020. Pollinator activity and the fecundity of 
a rare and highly threatened honeybush species along a highway in the Cape 
Floristic Region. International Journal of Plant Sciences 181: 581–593. 

 Grobler, B.A., Cawthra, H.C., Potts, A.J. and Cowling, R.M. 2020. Plant 
diversity of Holocene dune landscapes in the Cape Floristic Region: The legacy 
of Pleistocene sea-level dynamics. Quaternary Science Reviews 235: 106058. 

2019 Dayaram, A., Harris, L.R., Grobler, B.A., Van der Merwe, S., Rebelo, A.G., 
Ward Powrie, L., Vlok, J.H., Desmet, P.G., Qabaqaba, M., Hlahane, K.M. and 
Skowno, A.L., 2019. Vegetation map of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland 
2018: a description of changes since 2006. Bothalia-African Biodiversity & 
Conservation 49: 1–11. 
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RECENT PROJECT EXPERIENCE 

2022 Grobler, B.A. and De Kock, R. 2022. Terrestrial Biodiversity and Plant Species 
Assessment: Erf 1118 Paradysstrand, Kouga Municipality, Eastern Cape. Report 
prepared for HabitatLink Consulting. 

 Grobler, B.A. 2022. Botanical Survey: Crossways Airstrip, Crossways Farm 
Village, Kouga Municipality, Eastern Cape. Report prepared for Crossways 
Ventures (Pty) Ltd. 

 Grobler, B.A. and De Kock, R. 2022. Terrestrial Biodiversity and Plant Species 
Assessment: Indlovu Sand Prospecting Right Application, Oyster Bay and 
Thysbaai Dunefields, Kouga Municipality, Eastern Cape. Report prepared for 
Algoa Consulting Mining Engineers. 

 Grobler, B.A. and De Kock, R. 2022. Terrestrial Biodiversity and Plant Species 
Compliance Statement: Erf 3420, Sea Vista, St Francis Bay, Kouga Municipality, 
Eastern Cape. Report prepared for Eco Route Environmental Consulting. 

2021 Grobler, B.A. 2021. Biodiversity Assessment: VWSA Vehicle Test Track, 
Uitenhage, Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality, Eastern Cape. Report prepared for 
Volkswagen Group South Africa. 

 Grobler, B.A. 2021. Botanical Impact Amendment Report: Intsomi citrus 
development, Sundays River Valley Municipality, Eastern Cape. Report prepared 
for Public Process Consultants. 

 Grobler, B.A. 2021. Botanical Impact Assessment Report: Tango citrus 
development, Sundays River Valley Municipality, Eastern Cape. Report prepared 
for Public Process Consultants. 

 Grobler, B.A. 2021. Coastal Dune Rehabilitation: 11 Uys Street, Jeffreys Bay, 
Kouga Local Municipality, Eastern Cape Province. Report prepared for 
HabitatLink Consulting. 

 Grobler, B.A. and Landman, M. 2021. Botanical Impact Amendment Report: 
Intsomi goat-breeding facility development, Sundays River Valley Municipality, 
Eastern Cape. Report prepared for Public Process Consultants. 

2020 Grobler, B.A. 2020. Botanical Impact Assessment Report: Eindelik and 
Rebelsvlei citrus expansion, Sundays River Valley, Eastern Cape. Report 
prepared for East Cape Diverse Consultants. 

2019 Grobler, B.A. 2019. Botanical Assessment of ‘Hemelsigt’ (Portion 29 of Farm 
Maitland Mines No. 478), Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality. Report prepared for 
Eco-Route Environmental Consultancy. 

 Grobler, B.A. 2019. Botanical Assessment of the Moregrove cluster drought-
relief borehole sites in Port Elizabeth, Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality, Eastern 
Cape Province. Report prepared for SRK Consulting. 

 Grobler, B.A. 2019. Botanical Impact Assessment for the proposed residential 
development at Rocky Coast Farm (Portions 78 and 79 of the Farm Ongegund 
Vryheid No. 746), Cape St Francis, Kouga Municipality. Report prepared for 
Public Process Consultants. 

2018 Grobler, B.A. and Botha, S. 2019. Biodiversity and ethnobotanical assessment 
of Erf 657, Still Bay, Hessequa Municipality. Report prepared for Still Bay 
Interest Forum. 

 Continued on next page 
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RECENT PROJECT EXPERIENCE continued 

 Grobler, B.A. 2018. Assessment of vegetation impacted by clearing on the 
farm Zoutpoortjie, Farm 629, and Portion 3 of Farm 683, Sundays River Valley 
Municipality. Report prepared for Province of the Eastern Cape: Department of 
Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism. 

 Grobler, B.A. 2018. Botanical Assessment for the proposed augmentation of 
the Westering sewer network, Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality. Report 
prepared for Aurecon South Africa. 

 Grobler, B.A. 2018. Botanical Assessment for the proposed Zuurberg Pass road 
upgrade, Sundays River Valley and Blue Crane Municipalities. Report prepared 
for Aurecon South Africa. 

2017 Grobler, B.A. 2017. A Botanical and Ecological Assessment of the proposed 
development site for the Coega wastewater treatment works and outfall sewer, 
Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality. Report prepared for Aurecon South Africa. 

 Grobler, B.A. 2017. Flora of the Malabar Extension 6 Phase 2 Housing 
Development Site, Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality. Report prepared for SRK 
consulting. 

 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Jan 2019 – 
Present  

Director, Vice Chair 
Fynbos Forum NPC 
Affiliation that meets annually to discuss the collaborative production of 
knowledge that underpins regional conservation efforts in the Fynbos Biome 
(committee member since January 2019; director, vice chair since September 
2021). 

Jul 2009 – 
Present 

Society Committee Member 
Botanical Society of South Africa (Algoa Branch) 
Committee member of the regional branch (inactive from 2016–2019). 

Jul 2009 – 
Present 

Volunteer 
Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (Port Elizabeth Group) 
Citizen science programme to collect distribution and demographic data on rare 
and threatened plant species; local group champion since 2012. 

 

 


