
REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT 

Review period: 20 March 2019 to 23 April 2019 



AIR TRAFFIC AND NAVIGATION SERVICES 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Mr Simphiwe Masilela 

Obstacle Evaluator 

Air Trafic and Navigation Services 

Block C, Eastegate Office Park 

South Boulevard Road 

BRUMA 

2198  

 

By Courier Services 

 

Dear Mr Masilela 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Air Traffic and Navigation Services (ATNS) 

review and written comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is included in this 

envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the ATNS’s written comment/s on the 

Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the 

review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 
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Nicolene Venter

From: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Monday, April 15, 2019 5:38 PM

To: Mr. Simphiwe Masilela

Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com; mabel@savannahsa.com

Subject: Witberg WEF: REMINDER - Revised Motivation Report review and comment period

ending TUESDAY, 23 APRIL 2019

Attachments: Witberg WEF Revised MR Review&Comment ATNS MASILELA Simphiwe.pdf; POD -

Revised MR (22.03.2019)pdf.pdf

Dear Mr Masilela,

With reference to the attached notification letter dated Tuesday, 19 April 2019 and proof of delivery signed 21 April
2019, this email serves as a reminder that the review and comment period of the Revised Motivation Report will be
ending on Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Should your Organisation wish to submit written comment on the Report, we kindly request you to do so before or
on Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Kind regards

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015



BIRDLIFE SA 
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From: publicprocess <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 4:17 AM

To: 'Samantha Ralston-Paton'; 'dale.wright@birdlife.org.za'; 'advocacy@birdlife.org.za'

Cc: 'Shaun Taylor'

Subject: Witberg WEF: Notification and Release Code for Revised Motivation Report

Attachments: Witberg WEF Revised Motivation Report NotificationLetter FINAL.pdf

Importance: High

Dear Samantha, Dale & Simon,

Please find attached the notification letter for the availability of the Revised Motivation Report as communicated to
all registered Interested and Affected Parties on the project database.

The Release Code for access to the Report, as per arrangement, is: rQYh26

Kind regards,



 

19 March 2019 

 

 

Dear Interest and Affected Party, 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT 

 

With reference to our letter dated 14 November 2018 in which you, as a registered Interested and 

Affected Party (I&AP), was informed that the Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental 

Authorisation (EA) for the construction of Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure 

on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 13th of August 

2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind turbines from 70 to 

27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications.  

 

A number of amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the 

appeal decision were required, and there have been advancements to wind turbine technology 

since the issuing of the EA, and the turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be 

the most suitable in terms of production and economic considerations.  In this regard, Witberg Wind 

Farm (Pty) Ltd considered an updated turbine model and layout for the project. 

 

Addressing the above changes were included in the Motivation Report that was made available to 

registered I&APs and Organs of State for a 30-day review period from Wednesday, 14 November 

2018 to Friday, 14 December 2018.  The Motivation Report was also made available at the Laingsburg 

Public Library (Van Riebeeck Street, Laingsburg) and on Savannah Environmental’s website 

(https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/energy-generation/). 

 

In response to comments received from the first round of public participation, certain changes, which 

are regarded as significant, were required to be made to the draft motivation report, and significant 

new information has been added to a revised motivation report, which changes or information was 

not contained in the draft motivation report consulted on during the initial public participation 

process.  This revised motivation report has therefore been updated with the new information and 

will be subjected to a second round of public participation of at least 30 days as required by the 

legislation. 

 

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/energy-generation/
https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/energy-generation/
Nicolene
Text Box
Letter attached to e-mail above



 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the Environmental 

Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended, it is possible for an applicant to apply, in writing, 

to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description to be approved.  

Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this amendment application 

on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

The Revised Amendment Motivation Report is made available for a 30-day review and comment 

period from the Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to Tuesday, 23 April 2019.  The Revised Amendment 

Motivation Report is also available at the Laingsburg Public Library (Van Riebeeck Street, Laingsburg) 

and can be downloaded from Savannah Environmental’s website 

(https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/energy-generation/).  As a reminder, the due 

date for written comment is Tuesday, 23 April 2019. Comments can be made as a written submission 

by fax, post or email.  The Revised Amendment Motivation Report and any relevant information / 

specialists’ reports is available on request, should this be required. 

 

All comments received on the Revised Amendment Motivation Report will be included in the Revised 

Amendment Motivation Report which will be submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs 

(DEA) for review and decision-making.   

 

Our team welcomes your participation and looks forward to your involvement throughout this 

process.  We also welcome you to share this information with any others that you feel will have a 

stake in the project and should be part of this process (such as occupiers of directly affected or 

surrounding properties, interest groups, community groups etc.). 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com 

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/energy-generation/
https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/energy-generation/
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Nicolene Venter

From: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Monday, April 15, 2019 5:43 PM

To: Simon Gear; Samantha Ralston-Paton; Dale Wright

Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com; mabel@savannahsa.com

Subject: Witberg WEF: REMINDER - Revised Motivation Report review and comment period

ending TUESDAY, 23 APRIL 2019

Attachments: Witberg WEF Revised Motivation Report NotificationLetter FINAL.pdf; BirdLife SA-

Samantha Dale Simon (20.03.2019).pdf

Dear Samantha, Dale & Simon,

With reference to the attached notification letter dated Tuesday, 19 April 2019 and proof of e-mail, this email serves
as a reminder that the review and comment period of the Revised Motivation Report will be ending on Tuesday, 23
April 2019.

Should your Organisation wish to submit written comment on the Report, we kindly request you to do so before or
on Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Kind regards

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015
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From: publicprocess <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 3:57 AM

To: 'Rob Simmons'; 'Samantha Ralston-Paton'

Cc: 'nicolene@savannahsa.com'

Subject: 2197: Witberg: Birdlife SA Key Notes of the Meeting - Follow-up regarding

Comments on Minutes

Attachments: 2197 Witberg Birdlife SA Meeting Minutes Draft Final(secured)_22.03.19_ST.pdf;

2197 Witberg: Birdlife SA Key Notes of the Meeting

Importance: High

Good Morning Rob and Samantha,

With reference to Shaun’s e-mail dated 22nd March 2019, would you please be so kind as to confirm that the minutes
of the meeting held at Building Energy SA Offices in Cape Town on 20 February 2019 can be recorded as final.

If you had submitted comments on the draft minutes, would you please be so kind and forward them to me as Shaun
had left our Company at the end of March 2019. We are keeping track of his Outlook account and to date I could not
trace an e-mail regarding the attached minutes.

Thanking you both in advance for your feedback.

Kind regards,





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED 

INFRASTRUCTURE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

AMENDMENT APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES OF BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA MEETING 

HELD ON 20 FEBRUARY 2019 

VENUE: BUILDING ENERGY SOUTH AFRICA OFFICES, 14TH FLOOR PIER 

PLACE, HEERENGRACHT STREET, FORESHORE, CAPE TOWN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Notes for the Record prepared by: 

 

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd 

E-mail: joanne@savannahsa.com  

 

Please address any comments to Savannah Environmental at the above address 
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PROJECT NAME: WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION AMENDMENT APPLICATION 

 

Venue: Building Energy South Africa Offices, 14th Floor Pier Place, Heerengracht Street, Foreshore, 

Cape Town 

Date: 20 February 2019 

Time: 13:30pm 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

 

Shaun Taylor opened the meeting, welcoming everyone. Introductions were provided by each 

attendee including their name, designation and representative entity. Details are provided below. 

 

MEETING ATTENDEES 

 

Name Organisation Position Email Contact Number 

Shaun Taylor (ST) Savannah 

Environmental 

(Pty) Ltd 

Environmental 

Assessment 

Practitioner (EAP) 

shaun@savannah

sa.com  

+27 11 656 3237 

Magdalena 

Michalowska 

(MM) 

Building Energy 

South Africa (Pty) 

Ltd 

Environmental 

Manager 

m.michalowska@

buildingenergy.it  

072 212 1531 

Sharief Harris 

(SH) 

Building Energy 

South Africa (Pty) 

Ltd 

Development 

Manager 

s.harris@buildinge

nergy.it  

079 180 3060 

Janine 

Brasington (JB) 

Building Energy 

South Africa (Pty) 

Ltd 

Project Developer j.brasington@buil

dingenergy.it  

N/a 

Samantha 

Ralston-Paton 

(SRP) 

Birdlife South 

Africa 

Birds and 

Renewables 

energy@birdlife.or

g.za 

083 673 3948 

Rob Simmons 

(RS) 

Birds and Bats 

Limited 

CEO Rob.simmons@uct

.co.za  

082 780 0133  

 

APOLOGIES 

 

None. 

 

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

 

ST explained that the primary purpose of the meeting was to address the comments that Birdlife 

South Africa (dated 11 January 2019) raised on the draft motivation report dated November 2018 on 

the amendment application for the Witberg Wind Energy Facility (WEF), Western Cape Province. ST 

stated that a brief historical background of the project would be provided and then each comment 

raised would be addressed by all attendees. This procedure was accepted by all attendees. 

mailto:shaun@savannahsa.com
mailto:shaun@savannahsa.com
mailto:m.michalowska@buildingenergy.it
mailto:m.michalowska@buildingenergy.it
mailto:s.harris@buildingenergy.it
mailto:s.harris@buildingenergy.it
mailto:j.brasington@buildingenergy.it
mailto:j.brasington@buildingenergy.it
mailto:Rob.simmons@uct.co.za
mailto:Rob.simmons@uct.co.za
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BACKGROUND CONTEXT TO THE AMENDMENT APPLICATION 

 

ST explained that the project had a long history dating back from the original Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) process undertaken for the project in 2010/2011.  It was summarised that the project 

had obtained environmental authorization (EA) on 13 October 2011, and subsequently had four 

appeal decisions issued (dated 29 November 2012, 13 August 2013, 20 February 2016 and 7 June 

2018) and three EA amendments (dated 26 November 2013, 28 September 2015 and 12 June 2017). 

Given this background, Birdlife was previously involved in the appeals on the project and had a good 

understanding of the project specifications leading to the current proposed amendment 

application. 

 

ST explained that from the original project, a number of revisions of the wind turbine specifications 

and layouts have been proposed, of which have taken into consideration environmental sensitivities, 

with specific focus on Red Data avifaunal species.  The avoidance of environmental sensitivities is 

one of the primary reasons for the amendments proposed in the current amendment application 

submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs on 14 November 2018. In particular, the re-

organisation of the layout is being proposed so as to be outside of the Verreaux’s Eagle proposed 

1.5km buffer area. MM added that the intent was to submit a project that is far more environmentally 

conscious than that which is currently authorized (i.e. 27 wind turbine layout).  

 

Lastly, ST stated that the amendment application would be released into the public domain for an 

additional 30-day public review and comment period due to a revision of the draft motivation report 

being released for the project. 

 

BIRDLIFE SA COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT MOTIVATION REPORT (DATED NOVEMBER 2018) 

 

ST stated that there were a number of comments that were submitted which were to be addressed 

at the meeting individually. The comments submitted and the notes of the responses received during 

the meeting include the following: 

 

1. Procedural Issues 

 

ST stated that the comment related mainly to communications in terms of the amendment 

application being sent to Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs), and that some were 

suspected of not being received by the relevant IAPs, including Birdlife SA. 

 

It was responded that whilst no other concerns have been reported to Savannah from other 

IAPs, test emails would be distributed specifically to SRP and her colleague Mr. Dale Wright to 

ensure that Birdlife will receive upcoming notification and communications on the revised 

amendment application to be distributed to all IAPs in a second round 30-day additional 

public review and comment period.  

 

Post-Meeting Note – Test emails were distributed prior to release of the revised motivation 

report to Birdlife SA (Including SRP and Mr. Dale Wright). Confirmations were received from Mr. 
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Dale Wright on 19 March 2019 prior to release of the revised amendment motivation report 

which took place on the 20 March 2019. 

 

2. Change in Turbine Specifications 

 

ST stated that the main concern that was highlighted in this comment related to whether 

higher wind turbine will result in higher fatality rates.  

 

SRP added that there was concern with the original assessment of band heights that were 

observed at vantage points (VPs) during the earlier assessments compared with current 

standards.  

 

It was responded by RS that there is data from 53 studies on exactly this topic in the USA in 

which they found a strong and positive relationship between turbine height and fatalities, 

and in which higher turbines kill significantly more birds than smaller turbines. Nevertheless, 

the Collision-Risk Model (CRM) using flight data from the previous work indicated that at the 

Witberg fewer fatalities of Verreaux’s Eagles are expected. In addition, RS stated that a recent 

site visit was undertaken in February 2019 to determine current environmental conditions and 

to add to the observations already undertaken. It was confirmed by RS that the area is 

currently experiencing a very bad drought, and that Martial Eagle was observed on the 

existing transmission lines near the project site. RS also stated that no Booted Eagle were 

observed, and that in general there was not much change in activity of the Red Data species 

of concern. 

 

SRP stated that there was a technical limitation with the CRM in terms of the Blade Swept 

Area. It was replied by ST that the CRM study had been updated recently to include for the 

25-wind turbine layout, as opposed to the 27-wind turbine layout previously assessed, and 

that this report would be available for review in the additional 30-day public review and 

comment period. 

 

3. Extension of the validity of the Environmental Authorisation (EA) 

 

ST stated that there were several sub-comments related to Birdlife’s objection to extending 

the validity of the EA. These are included individually below: 

 

a. Extension of EA – Receiving Environment 

 

SRP stated that given that a recent site visit was undertaken, it was enquired where the CRM 

would be updated. ST stated that the CRM study had been updated recently to include for 

the 25-wind turbine layout, as opposed to the 27-wind turbine layout previously assessed, and 

that this report would be available for review in the additional 30-day public review and 

comment period. RS added that reduced activity occurred on the ridge, presumably due to 

drought conditions and lack of prey. RS stated that there may be a new possible Verreaux’s 

Eagle nest off the project site approximately 3.5km in the nearby nature reserve, but that this 

was not confirmed from the site visit, although the activity suggested this.  
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SRP enquired about the condition of the site in consideration of a fire that took place some 

years ago (February 2016). RS replied that the fire area stretched from the south east of the 

project site to the north west of the project site in a V-shaped area, and that this area had 

recovered somewhat but was also experiencing drought so was severely negatively affected 

in general. 

 

SRP added that according to Birdlife’s latest findings, there is a correlation between increase 

in activity and fatalities for Red Data species. RS confirmed that disturbance is an issue at the 

project site which should be limited as far as possible with the revised 25 turbine layout. 

 

b. Extension of EA – Advances in Understanding of Impacts 

 

SRP stated that the passage rates are high in the area. RS accepted that, for the farm, overall 

the passage rate was high, but that most of the hunting was done out over the plains to the 

north of nest 1 and 2. Within the areas close to the nests – with the precautionary buffers 

around the eagle nests – these areas however have exceptionally low Passage Rates for 

Verreaux’s Eagles (and zero for Martial Eagles) as reported in our Amendment report. RS 

added that there were 7 flights in 333 hours within the 3.0 -1.5 km buffer around the VE 1 

Bantam nest (a very low Passage Rate of 0.021 eagles/h) for example. The current area is also 

in a bad condition due to the fire event in 2016 and reduced presence of prey. RS continued 

that passage rates and fatality rates are linked theoretically. SRP reiterated that fatalities of 

Red Data species are of concern and wished to state that the project is in what is considered 

a high-risk area regionally. 

 

c. Extension of EA – Advances in Understanding of Technology Changes 

 

SH stated that with operation monitoring however, should there be a fatality of Red Data 

species, mitigation would be implemented. RS added that shut-down on demand systems 

have been proposed as mitigation strategies with up-front planning. 

 

SH enquired what should be done with regards to other measures proposed including black 

blade painting given that there may be issues with Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) from a visual 

perspective for the wind turbine blades. RS stated that another method can be employed 

such as red stripe or tip painting to make the blades more visible to avifauna. RS explained 

that this would be experimental, and if this method fails, then there is still the next mitigation 

option of shut-down on demand with cameras. RS admitted that there was some success 

and failure reported with shut-down on demand systems with cameras however. SH stated 

that Building Energy South Africa would have to consider the timing of the project when 

determining the financial possibility of these mitigation options. SRP stated that blade painting 

would be cheaper than deterrent systems as well. SRP added that there are also other 

research options that could be implemented with advances of academic research. 

 

MM added that one of the amendments would also be to consolidate the EA and all 

conditions, as well as to make the EA relevant to current legislative requirements. 
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d. Extension of EA – Need and Desirability 

 

SRP stated that whilst the current proposed amendment is a much better proposal from an 

environmental perspective when considering the original project, Birdlife SA  still have 

concerns about the proposed amendments. SH stated that from a developer perspective, 

the project site has the highest wind resource than any other of BESA’s projects and it was 

easy to connect to the national grid, and for these reasons, BESA intend to pursue the project.  

 

e. Extension of EA – Lessons Learned 

 

SRP stated that the EMPr for the draft motivation report dated November 2018 was drafted 

poorly, and that several changes were requested. ST replied that the requested changes by 

Birdlife SA would be integrated into the revised EMPr which would be released for an 

additional 30-day public comment and review period.  

 

SRP stated that it is also important that the EMPr holds the developer accountable. MM 

replied that the Department of Environmental Affairs required an update to the EMPr and 

that these were also being taken into consideration, and would be reflected in the revised 

EMPr as well. 

 

SRP stated that the objectives need to be clear. MM replied that the CRM and avifaunal 

updated reports were explicit on requirements, and that the relevant conditions that needed 

to be updated in the EA would be made more clear. 

 

RS enquired about the powerline component. ST stated that the powerlines were updated 

and would be provided to RS for his final report update. SRP enquired whether the powerlines 

would be made bird friendly? SH replied that these would be. ST stated that bird friendly 

designs were included in the EMPr. In addition, SH stated that BESA would build the powerline, 

and then Eskom would operate and manage the power lines once operational. 

 

SRP stated that Condition 40 of the EA needs to be put into context. SRP stated that there 

should be requirement for budget provisions to make sure that the developer can implement 

the mitigation measures for post-construction monitoring, and that consultation between the 

specialist and the developer is needed in this regard. In addition, SRP stated that she would 

like to see the word “unanticipated” removed as this is ambiguous. SRP also wanted to ensure 

that post-construction monitoring is transparent. MM replied that the word unanticipated 

could be removed in the updated EA conditions, and that the recommended mitigation 

measures proposed by the avifaunal specialist could be implemented.   

 

 

 

 

 

4. General 
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ST enquired about the adaptive management plan proposed by RS in the avifaunal 

amendment report. RS responded that the plan would have to be done responsibly and 

timeously.  SRP stated that there should be a few options to be considered in the 

management plan. ST responded that this could be proposed as a pre-construction 

requirement in the EA from the EAP. SH enquired whether it would be possible for the EAP to 

compile a draft adaptive management plan in the EMPr. ST responded that it could be 

possible but that this would be very high level since final details are not available for the 

project. 

 

Post-Meeting Note – It was decided that the adaptive avifaunal monitoring and management 

plan would be compiled should the project receive preferred bidder status, which will detail 

the specific mitigation measures (including shutting down of problem turbines etc.) as it is 

uncertain at this stage, when the project may actually proceed. Therefore, it was deemed 

premature to have a detailed plan at this point. 

 

DISCUSSION SESSION AND CLOSURE 

 

ST stated that the revised amendment application would be released in March 2019, and that 

Birdlife’s comments would be addressed therein for their further consideration. 

 

ST closed the meeting at 15:00pm. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CAPE NATURE 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Mr Collin Fordham 

Land Use Advice 

Cape Nature 

York Park Building  

4th Flour 

York Sreet  

George 

6530 

 

By Courier Services 

 

Dear Mr Fordham 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for Cape Nature’s review and written comments, and 

a Hard Copy and CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving Cape Nature’s written comment/s on 

the Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of 

the review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 
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From: publicprocess <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 8:04 AM

To: 'Colin Fordham'; 'shaun@savannahsa.com'

Cc: 'nicolene@savannahsa.com'

Subject: RE: Witberg Wind Energy Farm: Notification of Availability of Revised Motivation

Report for review and comment

TrackingTracking: Recipient Read

'Colin Fordham'

'shaun@savannahsa.com'

'nicolene@savannahsa.com'

Shaun Taylor Read: 3/20/2019 12:52 PM

Dear Colin,

The Release Code is: rQYh26

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you experience any problems with downloading the Report.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter
Public Participation & Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

From: Colin Fordham <landuseadvicesouth@capenature.co.za>
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 7:59 AM
To: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>; shaun@savannahsa.com
Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com
Subject: RE: Witberg Wind Energy Farm: Notification of Availability of Revised Motivation Report for review and
comment

Dear Nicolene,

Thank you for the notification, however the page where the downloads are located says that it is password
protected.
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Please can you either supply the password or alternatively remove it?

Regards,

Colin Fordham

Scientist: Land Use Advice | Scientific Services
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tel +27 44 802 5328 | fax +27 44 802 5313| cell +27 79 521 1911
email cfordham@capenature.co.za | postal Private Bag X6546, George, 6530
physical 4th Floor, York Park Building, York Street, George, 6530
www.capenature.co.za

From: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 19 March 2019 13:10
To: shaun@savannahsa.com
Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com
Subject: Witberg Wind Energy Farm: Notification of Availability of Revised Motivation Report for review and
comment

Dear Stakeholder,

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of Witberg Wind
Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of
October 2011. An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued
reducing the number of originally authorised wind turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine
specifications. However, a number of amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to
the appeal decision are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department
of Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme. There have
been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the turbines authorised in the EA are
therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of production and economic considerations.

The draft motivation report was been made available to registered Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) and
Organs of State for a 30-day review period from Wednesday,14 November 2018 to Friday, 14 December 2018.

This e-mail serves to notify you of the availability of the Revised Motivation Report for the above-mentioned project
for a 30-day revie and comment perion. The review and comment period is from Wednesday, 20 March
2019 to Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Please refer to the attached Notification Letter for further information.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

Disclaimer: This electronic message and any attachments is intended
for the addressee only and is confidential and privileged. If you have
received this message in error please delete it and notify the sender.
If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any unauthorised use, copying or dissemination,
is prohibited. CapeNature shall not be liable for the message if altered
changed or falsified. Any unauthorized disclosure may be unlawful.
CapeNature does not warrant that this message or any attachment is
free of viruses. CapeNature accepts no liability or legal responsibility
for any damages resulting directly or indirectly from accessing this
electronic message or the attachment



CENTRAL KAROO DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Mr S Jooste 

Municipal Manager 

Central Karoo District Municipality 

63 Donkin Street 

Beaufort West 

6970 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Mr Jooste 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Central Karoo District Municipality’s review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the District Municipality’s written 

comment/s on the Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the 

closing date of the review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 





DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND 

FISHERIES 



 

20 March 2019 

Ms Thoko Buthelezi 

AgriLand Liaison Office 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries  

Delpen Building Office 270 

Cnr Annie Botha and Union Street 

RIVIERA 

0084  

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Ms Buthelezi 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Department of Agriculture Forestry and 

Fisheries’ (DAFF) review and written comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report 

is included in this envelope. 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the DAFF’s written comment/s on the 

Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the 

review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 

 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Ms Mashudu Marubini 

Delegate to the Minister 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries  

Delpen Building Office 270 

Cnr Annie Botha and Union Street 

RIVIERA 

0084  

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Ms Marubini 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Department of Agriculture Forestry and 

Fisheries’ (DAFF) review and written comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report 

is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the DAFF’s written comment/s on the 

Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the 

review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 
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Nicolene Venter

From: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Monday, April 15, 2019 5:47 PM

To: Mashudu Marubini; Thoko Buthelezi

Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com; mabel@savannahsa.com

Subject: Witberg WEF: REMINDER - Revised Motivation Report review and comment period

ending TUESDAY, 23 APRIL 2019

Attachments: Witberg WEF Revised MR Review&Comment DAFF MARUBI Mashudu.pdf; Witberg

WEF Revised MR Review&Comment DAFF BUTHELEZI thoko.pdf; POD - Revised MR

(22.03.2019).pdf

Dear Mr Marubini and Ms Buthelezi

With reference to the attached notification letter dated Tuesday, 19 April 2019 and proof of delivery signed 22 April
2019, this email serves as a reminder that the review and comment period of the Revised Motivation Report will be
ending on Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Should your Organisation wish to submit written comment on the Report, we kindly request you to do so before or
on Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Kind regards

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015



 

20 March 2019 

 

Mr Cor van der Walt 

Land Use Management 

Department of Agriculture: Western Cape 

3rd Floor 

Main Building Mulders Vlei  

Elsenberg 

7607 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Mr Van der Walt 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Department of Agriculture: Western Cape 

Province’s review and written comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is 

included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the Department of Agriculture’s written 

comment/s on the Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the 

closing date of the review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 
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Nicolene Venter

From: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Monday, April 15, 2019 5:50 PM

To: Cor van der Walt

Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com; mabel@savannahsa.com

Subject: Witberg WEF: REMINDER - Revised Motivation Report review and comment period

ending TUESDAY, 23 APRIL 2019

Attachments: POD - Revised MR WC (22.03.2019).pdf; Witberg WEF Revised MR

Review&Comment DOA WC VAN DER WALT Cor.pdf

Dear Mr Van der Walt,

With reference to the attached notification letter dated Tuesday, 19 April 2019 and proof of delivery signed 22 April
2019, this email serves as a reminder that the review and comment period of the Revised Motivation Report will be
ending on Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Should your Organisation wish to submit written comment on the Report, we kindly request you to do so before or
on Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Kind regards

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AND 

DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Mr Danie Swanepoel 

Control Environmental Officer (Region 3) 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 

93 York Park Building,  

York Street  

George 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Mr Swanepoel 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Department of Environmental Affairs and 

Development Planning (DEA&DP) review and written comments, and a hard copy and a CD 

containing the Revised Motivation Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the DEA&DP’s written comment/s on 

the Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of 

the review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 





 

20 March 2019 

 

Ms Adri la Meyer 

Directorate: Development Facilitation 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 

11th Floor 

Utilitas Building 

1 Dorp Street, Cape Town 

8001 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Ms La Meyer 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Department of Environmental Affairs and 

Development Planning (DEA&DP) review and written comments, and a CD containing the Revised 

Motivation Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the DEA&DP’s written comment/s on 

the Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of 

the review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 





DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Mr Stanely Tshitwamulomoni 

Director: Biodiversity Conservation 

Department of Environmental Affairs 

Environmental House 

473 Steve Biko Road 

PRETORIA 

0002 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Mr Tshitwamulomoni 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA): 

Biodiversity Conservation’s review and written comments, and a CD containing the Revised 

Motivation Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the Department: Biodiversity 

Conservation’s written comment/s on the Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period 

but not later that the closing date of the review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 
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Nicolene Venter

From: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Monday, April 15, 2019 5:58 PM

To: Stanley Tshitwamulomoni

Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com; mabel@savannahsa.com

Subject: Witberg WEF: REMINDER - Revised Motivation Report review and comment period

ending TUESDAY, 23 APRIL 2019

Attachments: Witberg WEF Revised MR Review&Comment DEA BioDiv TSHITWAMULOMONI

Standley.pdf

Dear Mr Tshitwamulomoni,

With reference to the attached notification letter dated Tuesday, 19 April 2019, this email serves as a reminder that
the review and comment period of the Revised Motivation Report will be ending on Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Should your Organisation wish to submit written comment on the Report, we kindly request you to do so before or
on Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Kind regards

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Mr Pheladi Masipa 

Acting Project Manager: Renewable Energies 

Department of Energy 

192 Visagie Street 

Corner Paul Kruger & Visagie Street 

Pretoria 

0002 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Mr Masipa 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Department of Energy (DOE) review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the DOE’s written comment/s on the 

Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the 

review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 





1

Nicolene Venter

From: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Monday, April 15, 2019 5:52 PM

To: Pheladi Masipa

Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com; mabel@savannahsa.com

Subject: Witberg WEF: REMINDER - Revised Motivation Report review and comment period

ending TUESDAY, 23 APRIL 2019

Attachments: Witberg WEF Revised MR Review&Comment DOE MASIPA Pheladi.pdf; POD -

Revised MR (22.03.2019).pdf

Dear Mr Masipa,

With reference to the attached notification letter dated Tuesday, 19 April 2019 and proof of delivery signed 22 April
2019, this email serves as a reminder that the review and comment period of the Revised Motivation Report will be
ending on Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Should your Organisation wish to submit written comment on the Report, we kindly request you to do so before or
on Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015



DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND LAND 

REFORM 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Mr Samuel Masemola 

Administration Support: Office of the Director General 

Department of Rural Development and Land Reform 

Old Building 

184 Jacob Mare Street 

Pretoria 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Mr Masemola 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Department of Rural Development and Land 

Reform (DRDLR) review and written comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report 

is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the DRDLR’s written comment/s on the 

Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the 

review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 
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publicprocess

From: Samuel Masemola <samuel.masemola@drdlr.gov.za>

Sent: Tuesday, April 2, 2019 3:36 PM

To: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

Subject: Acknowledgement Letter: T2019-0224: APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION: PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY

AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE: DEA REF.:

12/12/20/1966/AM7

Good afternoon

I acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter dated 20 March 2019, addressed to the Director General regarding
the subject matter.

Kindly note that the matter has been referred to the Acting Deputy Director General: Spatial Planning and Land Use
Management: Ms Aluwani Matsila for attention and response.

Should you wish to follow up on this matter, kindly contact Ms Malebo Baloi: Tel: 012 312 9851. Email:
Malebo.Baloi@drdlr.gov.za or Mr Ramaleho Saila: Tel: 012 312 9665. Email: ramaleho.saila@drdlr.gov.za

Kind regards

Mr Samuel Masemola
For Office of the Director General
Department of Rural Development and Land Reform
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Nicolene Venter

From: publicprocess <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2019 5:31 AM

To: Malebo.Baloi@drdlr.gov.za; ramaleho.saila@drdlr.gov.za

Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com; mabel@savannahsa.com

Subject: FW: Acknowledgement Letter: T2019-0224: AMENDMENT TO THE

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION: WITBERG WEF: DEA REF.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7

Attachments: Witberg WEF Revised Motivation Report NotificationLetter FINAL.pdf; Witberg WEF

Revised MR Review&Comment DRDLR MASEMOLA Samuel.pdf; Witberg WEF

Revised MR Review&Comment DRDLR WC NANTE Lungisa.pdf

WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE

 DEA ref. no.: 12/12/20/1966

Dear Ms Baloi and Mr Saila,

With reference to the information received below, would you please be so kind and inform us whether we will
receive written comments from your Department on the above-mention project.

For easy reference, please find attached our notification letter to your Department.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter
Public Participation & Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

From: Samuel Masemola <samuel.masemola@drdlr.gov.za>
Sent: Tuesday, April 2, 2019 3:36 PM
To: publicprocess@savannahsa.com
Subject: Acknowledgement Letter: T2019-0224: APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL
AUTHORISATION: PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE
PROVINCE: DEA REF.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7

Good afternoon

I acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter dated 20 March 2019, addressed to the Director General regarding
the subject matter.

Kindly note that the matter has been referred to the Acting Deputy Director General: Spatial Planning and Land Use
Management: Ms Aluwani Matsila for attention and response.

Should you wish to follow up on this matter, kindly contact Ms Malebo Baloi: Tel: 012 312 9851. Email:
Malebo.Baloi@drdlr.gov.za or Mr Ramaleho Saila: Tel: 012 312 9665. Email: ramaleho.saila@drdlr.gov.za

Kind regards

Mr Samuel Masemola
For Office of the Director General
Department of Rural Development and Land Reform



DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND SANITATION 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Ms Janine Nale 

Chief Director: Communications 

Department of Water and Sanitation 

185 Francis Baard Street 

Pretoria 

0002 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Ms Nale 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Department of Rural Development of Water 

and Sanitation (DWS) review and written comments, and a hard copy and a CD containing the 

Revised Motivation Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the DWS’s written comment/s on the 

Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the 

review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 



 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Mr Warren Dreyer 

Case Officer 

Department of Water and Sanitation 

52 Voortrekker Road 

Spectrum Building 

Bellville  

7530 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Mr Dreyer 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Department of Rural Development of Water 

and Sanitation: Western Cape Province (DWS) review and written comments, and a hard copy and 

a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the DWS’s written comment/s on the 

Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the 

review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 





ENDANGERED WILDLIFE TRUST 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Ms Mandy Poole 

Chief Operation Officer 

Endangered Wildlife Trust 

Buildink K2 

Pinelands office Park 

Ardeer Road 

Modderfontein 

 

By Courier Services 

 

Dear Ms Poole 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) review and written 

comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving EWT’s written comment/s on the Revised 

Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the review 

period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 





ESKOM HOLDINGS SOC LTD 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Mr John Geeringh 

Senior Environmental Advisor 

Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd 

Megawatt Park, Maxwell Drive 

SUNNINGHILL 

 

Collect at Savannah Environmental Offices 

 

Dear Mr Geeringh, 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd review and written 

comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving Eskomn’s written comment/s on the 

Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the 

review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 
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From: Shaun Taylor <shaun@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Thursday, March 28, 2019 3:24 PM

To: 'publicprocess'; 'John Geeringh'

Cc: 'Jo-Anne Thomas'

Subject: RE: Witberg Wind Energy Farm: Notification of Availability of Revised Motivation

Report for review and comment

Attachments: EA- First Issue.pdf; Updated Info 13 March 2019.kml

Dear John

Please see attached as requested.

Regards

Shaun Taylor
Environmental and Permitting Lead Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Cell: +27(0)72 779 4899 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

From: publicprocess <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Sent: Thursday, 28 March 2019 15:09
To: 'John Geeringh' <GeerinJH@eskom.co.za>
Cc: shaun@savannahsa.com; 'Jo-Anne Thomas' <joanne@savannahsa.com>
Subject: RE: Witberg Wind Energy Farm: Notification of Availability of Revised Motivation Report for review and
comment

Hi John,

Thank you for the information provided and the requested documents (original EA and KMZ file of the layout of the
WEF) will be forwarded soon.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter
Public Participation & Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

From: John Geeringh <GeerinJH@eskom.co.za>
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2019 11:05 AM
To: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Subject: RE: Witberg Wind Energy Farm: Notification of Availability of Revised Motivation Report for review and
comment

Please find attached Eskom requirements for developments at or near Eskom infrastructure and servitudes. Please
also find attached Eskom’s setback requirements for renewable infrastructure development. Can you please send
me copies of the original EA as well as a KMZ file of the layout of the WEF.

Kind regards

John Geeringh (Pr Sci Nat)
Senior Consultant Environmental Management
Group Capital Division: Land Development and Management
Megawatt Park, D1Y42, Maxwell Drive, Sunninghill, Sandton.
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P O Box 1091, Johannesburg, 2000.
Tel: 011 516 7233
Cell: 083 632 7663
Fax: 086 661 4064
E-mail: john.geeringh@eskom.co.za

Signature Version 23/02/2019 18:00

From: Savannah Public Process [mailto:publicprocess@savannahsa.com]
Sent: 19 March 2019 01:10 PM
To: shaun@savannahsa.com
Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com
Subject: Witberg Wind Energy Farm: Notification of Availability of Revised Motivation Report for review and comment

Dear Stakeholder,

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of Witberg Wind
Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of
October 2011. An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued
reducing the number of originally authorised wind turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine
specifications. However, a number of amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to
the appeal decision are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department
of Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme. There have
been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the turbines authorised in the EA are
therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of production and economic considerations.

The draft motivation report was been made available to registered Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) and
Organs of State for a 30-day review period from Wednesday,14 November 2018 to Friday, 14 December 2018.

This e-mail serves to notify you of the availability of the Revised Motivation Report for the above-mentioned project
for a 30-day revie and comment perion. The review and comment period is from Wednesday, 20 March
2019 to Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

Please refer to the attached Notification Letter for further information.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

NB: This Email and its contents are subject to the Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd EMAIL LEGAL NOTICE which can be viewed
at http://www.eskom.co.za/Pages/Email_Legal_Spam_Disclaimer.aspx



LAINGSBURG LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Cllr Wilhelm Theron 

Ward 2 Councillor 

Laingsburg Local Municipality 

2 Van Riebeeck Street 

Laingsburg 

6900 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Cllr Theron 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Laingsburg Local Municipality: Ward 2’s review 

and written comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is included in this 

envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving your Ward’s written comment/s on the 

Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the 

review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Mr Johan Mouton 

Environmental Officer 

Laingsburg Local Municipality 

2 Van Riebeeck Street 

Laingsburg 

6900 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Mr Mouton 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Laingsburg Local Municipality: Environmental 

Management’s review and written comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report 

is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving your Department’s written comment/s 

on the Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date 

of the review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Mr PA Williams 

Acting Municipal Manager 

Laingsburg Local Municipality 

2 Van Riebeeck Street 

Laingsburg 

6900 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Mr Williams 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Laingsburg Local Municipality’s review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the Municipality’s written comment/s 

on the Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date 

of the review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 









SOUTH AFRICAN RESOURCES AGENCY 



SAHRIS 



Proof of upload of Revised Motivation Report onto SAHRIS 

 

 

 



HERITAGE WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Ms Wassefa Dhansay 

Assistant Director: Provincial Services 

Heritage Resource Management Services: Heritage Western Cape 

3rd Floor, Protea Assurance Building 

Greenmarket Square 

Cape Town 

8001 

 

By Courier Services 

 

 

Dear Ms Dhansay 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the Heritage Western Cape’s review and written 

comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving the Heritage Western Cape’s written 

comment/s on the Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the 

closing date of the review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 
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From: publicprocess <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Monday, March 18, 2019 3:41 AM

To: 'Waseefa Dhansay'; 'nicolene@savannahsa.com'

Cc: 'shaun@savannahsa.com'

Subject: RE: Witberg EA Amendment - Revised Amendment Motivation Report: Confirmation

as Commenting Official (Provincial Heritage Agency - Western Cape Province)

TrackingTracking: Recipient Read

'Waseefa Dhansay'

'nicolene@savannahsa.com'

'shaun@savannahsa.com'

Shaun Taylor Read: 3/18/2019 7:36 AM

Dear Waseefa,

Thank you for the confirmation – Heritage Wester Cape will receive the CD containing the Revised Amendment
Motivation Report as soon as the report is available for review and comment.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter
Public Participation & Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

From: Waseefa Dhansay <Waseefa.Dhansay@westerncape.gov.za>
Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 12:33 PM
To: nicolene@savannahsa.com
Cc: shaun@savannahsa.com; Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Subject: RE: Witberg EA Amendment - Revised Amendment Motivation Report: Confirmation as Commenting Official
(Provincial Heritage Agency - Western Cape Province)

Dear Nicolene

The report can be couriered to Heritage Western Cape, 3rd Floor, Protea Assurance Building, Greenmarket
Square, Cape Town

Kind regards,

Waseefa Dhansay
Assistant Director: Professional Services
Heritage Resource Management Services
Heritage Western Cape

3rd Floor, Protea Assurance Building
Green Market Square
Cape Town
8001
Telephone: 021 483 9689
Email: waseefa.dhansay@westerncape.gov.za
Website: https://www.hwc.org.za

Heidi Boise
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From: Jonathan Windvogel
Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 9:42 AM
To: Waseefa Dhansay <Waseefa.Dhansay@westerncape.gov.za>
Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com; shaun@savannahsa.com; Savannah Public Process
<publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Subject: RE: Witberg EA Amendment - Revised Amendment Motivation Report: Confirmation as Commenting Official
(Provincial Heritage Agency - Western Cape Province)

Morning Waseefa

Please see the email below and confirm.

Regards
Jonathan Windvogel (Assistant Director for Planning, Policy and Research)
Heritage Western Cape
3rd Floor, Protea Assurance Building
Green Market Square
Cape Town
8001
Email: jonathan.windvogel@westerncape.gov.za

From: Savannah Public Process [mailto:publicprocess@savannahsa.com]
Sent: 12 March 2019 01:32 PM
To: Jonathan Windvogel <Jonathan.Windvogel@westerncape.gov.za>
Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com; shaun@savannahsa.com
Subject: Witberg EA Amendment - Revised Amendment Motivation Report: Confirmation as Commenting Official
(Provincial Heritage Agency - Western Cape Province)

Dear Mr Windvogel,

The Revised Amendment Motivation Report for the Witberg Wind Energy Facility near Maatjiesfontein, Western
Cape Province, will be made available for your Agency's review and comments in due course.

It would be appreciated if you can confirm that the Report can be courier to you as the commenting Official for the
Provincial Heritage Agency. The Report will be courier to:

3rd Floor, Protea Assurance Building, Greenmarket Square, Cape Town

Tel.: 044-802-5329 / 083-46-6660

If you are not the commenting Official for your Agency, would you please be so kind as to forward this e-mail to the
relevant Official or provide me with the Official's contact details.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547
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SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

"All views or opinions expressed in this electronic message and its attachments are the view of the sender and do not necessarily reflect
the views and opinions of the Western Cape Government (the WCG). No employee of the WCG is entitled to conclude a binding
contract on behalf of the WCG unless he/she is an accounting officer of the WCG, or his or her authorised representative.
The information contained in this message and its attachments may be confidential or privileged and is for the use of the named
recipient only, except where the sender specifically states otherwise.
If you are not the intended recipient you may not copy or deliver this message to anyone."



SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Ms Lizell Ströh 

Obstacle Specialist: Aviation Obstacle and GIS 

South African Civil Aviation Authoricty 

Ikhaya Lokundiza 

Building 16 

Treur Close 

Waterfall Park 

MIDRAND 

1682  

 

By Courier Services 

 

Dear Ms Ströh 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the South African Civil Aviation Authority (SACAA) 

review and written comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is included in this 

envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving SACAA’s written comment/s on the 

Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the 

review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 





SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL ROADS AGENCY 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Ms Nicole Abrahams 

Environmental Coordinator: Western Region 

South African National Roads Agency Ltd 

1 Havenga Street 

Oakdale 

Bellville Western Cape  7530 

South Africa 

 

By Courier Services 

 

Dear Ms Abrahams 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the South African National Roads Agency Ltd 

(SANRAL) review and written comments, and a Hard Copy and CD containing the Revised Motivation 

Report is included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving SANRAL’s written comment/s on the 

Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the 

review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 





SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO ASTRONOMY OBSERVATORY 



 

20 March 2019 

 

Dr Adriaan Tiplady 

Manager: Site Categorisation 

South African Radio Astronomy Observatory 

SKA Office 

1st Floor 

17 Baker Street 

ROSEBANK 

2196 

 

By Courier Services 

 

Dear Dr Tiplady 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.  

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations. 

 

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you 

that the Revised Motivation Report is available for the South African Radio Astronomy Observatory 

(SARAO) review and written comments, and a CD containing the Revised Motivation Report is 

included in this envelope. 

 



 

Please note that the Revised Motivation Report review period is from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to 

Tuesday, 23 April 2019 and we are looking forward receiving SARAO’s written comment/s on the 

Revised Motivation Report within the 30-day review period but not later that the closing date of the 

review period, i.e. Tuesday, 23 April 2019. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 
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publicprocess

From: publicprocess <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>

Sent: Friday, April 12, 2019 4:33 PM

To: 'Herman Coetzee Transnet Freight Rail CPT'

Subject: RE: Witberg WEF: REMINDER - Revised Motivation Report review and comment

period ending soon

TrackingTracking: Recipient Read

'Herman Coetzee Transnet Freight Rail CPT'

Herman Coetzee Transnet Freight Rail CPT Read: 4/15/2019 9:08 AM

Dear Herman,

You need the Release Code to access the Report – the Release Code is: rQYh26

Please confirm that you could access the Report.

Nicolene Venter
Public Participation & Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

From: Herman Coetzee Transnet Freight Rail CPT <Herman.Coetzee2@transnet.net>
Sent: Friday, April 12, 2019 8:24 AM
To: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Subject: RE: Witberg WEF: REMINDER - Revised Motivation Report review and comment period ending soon

Good Morning,

I cannot access the documents to view the changes that your are proposing at the Witberg site: i.e. placement of the
wind generators.

Will it be possible that you can send it to me?

Regards

Herman Coetzee
Rail Networks Telecommunication-Radio
Bellville
Tel: 021 940 2848
Fax : 021 940 3438
Cell: 083 290 5711
Email:herman.coetzee2@transnet.net

From: Savannah Public Process [mailto:publicprocess@savannahsa.com]
Sent: 11 April 2019 04:12 PM
To: nicolene@savannahsa.com; mabel@savannahsa.com
Subject: Witberg WEF: REMINDER - Revised Motivation Report review and comment period ending soon
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APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7)

Dear Stakeholder and/or Interested and Affected Party,

With reference to the attached notification letter sent on Tuesday, 19 March 2019, this email serves as a reminder
that the comment period of the Revised Motivation Report will be ending soon. The review and comment period for
the Revised Motivation Report was from Wednesday, 20 March 2019 and will end on Tuesday, 23 April 2019.

For those Stakeholders and/or Interested and Affected Parties who had not yet submitted written comments, we
kindly request that you do so before or on Tuesday, 23 April 2019, by close of business day.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant | Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 (0)11 656 3237 | Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this email and its attachments is both confidential and subject to
copyright. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified not to read, disclose copy or use the
contents thereof in any manner whatsoever, but are kindly requested to notify the sender and delete it immediately.
This e-mail message does not create any legally binding contract between Transnet SOC LTD and the recipient,
unless the contrary is specifically stated. Statements and opinions expressed in e-mails may not represent those of
Transnet SOC LTD. While Transnet will take reasonable precautions, it cannot give any guarantee or warrant that this
email will be free of virus infections, errors, interception and, therefore, cannot be held liable for any loss or
damages incurred by the recipient, as a result of any of the above-mentioned factors.



MOTIVATION REPORT 

Review period: 14 November 2018 to 14 December 

2018 



MEETING:  

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS   



 

 

PROPOSED AGENDA 

 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure, Western Cape Province 

28 August 2018 

Savannah Environmental Offices, Savannah Boardroom, First Floor, Block 2, 5 Woodlands Drive, 

Woodmead, 2191 

 

 AUTHORITY APPLICATION MEETING 

 

1. Welcome and introduction 

 

2. Purpose of the meeting 

 

3. Project Historical Background 

 

4. Proposed Amendments 

 

a. Amendment of Wind Turbine Specifications; 

b. Amendment of Wind Farm Layout; 

c. Amendment of Contact Details for the Holder of the EA; 

d. Amendment to authorised activities to correct minor spelling errors; 

e. Amendment request for extension of validity of the EA; 

f. Amendment of the heights of the Wind Measuring Masts; and 

g. Amendment to Condition 40 of the EA.  

 

5. Way forward (proposed amendments, assessment process and specialist studies) 

 

6. Closure 
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INFRASTRUCTURE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

AMENDMENT APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES OF DEA AUTHORITY MEETING 

HELD ON 28 AUGUST 2018 

VENUE: SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICES, SAVANNAH 

BOARDROOM, FIRST FLOOR, BLOCK 2, 5 WOODLANDS DRIVE, 

WOODMEAD, 2191 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Notes for the Record prepared by: 

 

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd 

E-mail: shaun@savannahsa.com  

 

Please address any comments to Savannah Environmental at the above address 
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PROJECT NAME: WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION AMENDMENT APPLICATION 

 

Venue: Savannah Environmental Offices, Savannah Boardroom, First Floor, Block 2, 5 Woodlands 

Drive, Woodmead, 2191 

Date: 28 August 2018 

Time: 11:00am 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

 

Shaun Taylor opened the meeting, welcoming everyone. Introductions were provided by each 

attendee including their name, designation and representative entity. Details are provided below. 

 

MEETING ATTENDEES 

 

Name Organisation Position Email Contact Number 

Shaun Taylor (ST) Savannah 

Environmental 

(Pty) Ltd 

Environmental 

Assessment 

Practitioner (EAP) 

shaun@savannah

sa.com  

+27 11 656 3237 

Magdalena 

Michalowska 

(MM) 

Building Energy 

South Africa (Pty) 

Ltd 

Junior Developer m.michalowska@

buildingenergy.it  

+27 21 418 3940 

Sharief Harris 

(SH) 

Building Energy 

South Africa (Pty) 

Ltd 

Environmental 

Compliance 

Manager 

s.harris@buildinge

nergy.it  

+27 21 418 3940 

Karen De Bruyn 

(KDB) 

G7 Renewable 

Energies 

Project Manager karen@g7energie

s.com  

+27 21 300 0610 

Muhammad 

Essop (ME) 

Department of 

Environmental 

Affairs 

Assistant Director 

– Strategic 

Infrastructure 

Projects 

MEssop@environ

ment.gov.za  

+27 12 399 9406 

Mmamohale 

Kabesa (MK) 

Department of 

Environmental 

Affairs 

Case Officer MKabasa@enviro

nment.gov.za  

+27 12 399 9420 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

None. 

 

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

 

ST explained that the application meeting was primarily being held as per the request of  the DEA in 

their acknowledgement of receipt for the amendment application letter dated 14 August 2018 

(Reference number: 12/12/20/1966/AM6). ST further stated that the purpose of the meeting was  to 

present the proposed amendments, which were being applied for to the DEA within the Part 2 

mailto:shaun@savannahsa.com
mailto:shaun@savannahsa.com
mailto:m.michalowska@buildingenergy.it
mailto:m.michalowska@buildingenergy.it
mailto:s.harris@buildingenergy.it
mailto:s.harris@buildingenergy.it
mailto:karen@g7energies.com
mailto:karen@g7energies.com
mailto:MEssop@environment.gov.za
mailto:MEssop@environment.gov.za
tel:0123951734
mailto:MKabasa@environment.gov.za
mailto:MKabasa@environment.gov.za
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Amendment Application, address any potential historical concerns related to previous amendment 

appeals and applications and address any concerns related to the current proposed amendments 

requested. 

 

PROJECT HISTORIAL BACKGROUND 

 

ST presented the historical background to the project providing background information on the 

environmental authorization, amendments and appeal decisions issued by the DEA to date. 

 

ME noted that the approval of Layout Revision 7 and turbine specifications in the appeal decision 

(LSA 105-439) dated 13 August 2013 was approved by the Minister of Environmental Affairs (the 

“Minister”). Current practice is for the Minister to refer the decision to the Strategic Infrastructure for 

approval. ME noted that there may be an issue as a result, as the Minister typically does not approve 

layouts and the Strategic Infrastructure Department has technically not approved Layout Revision 7. 

ME to revert back on outcome of internal discussions thereto with the Appeals Directorate in a day 

or so (Action Item 1)1. ME’s concern was that as the Minister approved the Layout Revision 7 and 

turbine specifications the Strategic Infrastructure Department would not be able to, legally, approve 

any amendment to the layout and turbine specifications for this project, unless instructed to do so by 

the Minister. ME however advised that the meeting continue on the preface that, after internal 

consultation, the Strategic Infrastructure Department would be the decision maker on the 

amendment application.   ME also confirmed that in the event that the Minister would be the 

competent authority, that she may consider all change requests as she has wide powers. 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

 

ST presented the proposed amendments requested in the application for amendment to the 

environmental authorisation (EA) submitted to the Department on the 23 July 2018. These included 

the following: 

 

1. Amendment 1 – Wind Turbine Specifications 

 

ST stated that the request was to amend the approved wind turbine specifications to increase 

the hub height, rotor diameter and wind turbine generation capacity to increase the 

efficiency and economic competitiveness of the project. ST also explained that a range of 

hub height and rotor diameter was being applied for and not a fixed hub height and rotor 

diameter. ME was happy with this approach and provided some guidance on the wording 

of the requested amendments to the hub height and rotor diameter requesting that the 

range be specified as a hub height ranging between 92m and 120m and a rotor diameter 

ranging between 116m and 136m. ME was also supportive of this approach which would lead 

to less chance of a further amendment to these turbine specifications being required. 

 

                                                   

1 Post meeting note – ME reverted via telephone and email (31 August 2018) that the course of 

action to follow is to withdraw the current application and resubmit to the Appeals Directorate for 

their consideration. Details pertaining to this correspondence are in Appendix 1. 
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ME stated that a concern with amending the wind turbine specifications (particularly hub 

heights and rotor diameter) is the lowest rotor swept limit, as this has implications for potential 

impacts on bats. This would need to be considered. ST confirmed that this was considered by 

the bat specialist. 

 

2. Amendment 2 – Wind Farm Layout 

 

ST stated that the request was to change the wind farm layout in terms of wind turbine 

placement and reduction in number of wind turbines. The applicant also optimized the layout 

of the construction camp, substation, linking station and associated 132kV power line.  

 

ME enquired as to why the wind turbines were being requested to be reduced and re-

positioned in areas? 

 

KDB responded stating the approved Layout Revision 7 as per the decision issued by the 

Minister in August 2013 did not take the avifaunal sensitivities fully into account in terms of the 

Verreaux’s Eagle Nest buffers of 1.5km. Bird pre-construction monitoring assessments 

undertaken in 2015 subsequent to the Minister’s decision, recommended a 1.5km buffer to 

be implemented. In addition, the latest BirdLife guideline on preconstruction monitoring for 

Verreaux’s Eagles recommend a 3km buffer around all Verreaux’s Eagle nests. However, the 

avifauna specialists confirmed that a 1.5km buffer is acceptable where no wind turbines 

should be placed within 1,5km of the known Verreaux’s eagle nests, in line with the latest bird 

guidelines for avifaunal assessments for wind farms.  

 

Bat sensitivities also did not form part of the information considered in the appeal decision 

dated August 2013. As a result, wind turbines were removed where required and re-positioned 

as appropriate to avoid the high sensitive areas and buffers. Re-positioning also considered 

wind turbulence factors which can impact on generation potential. Some wind turbines were 

therefore moved to the southern most ridge (which was part of the initial development area) 

and some turbines were removed on the western ridge. It was stated that as a result, the 

collision risk in the original avifaunal collision risk model report had been reduced from 0.86 to 

approx. 0.84 for the current proposed wind farm layout.   

 

3. Amendment 3 – Change to Contact Details of the Holder of the EA 

 

ST stated that a change to the contact details of the Holder of the EA was being requested. 

 

4. Amendment 4 – Amendment to Minor Spelling Errors in Authorised Listed Activities 

 

ST stated the corrections to the authorised activities Government Notice (GN) Regulation 386 

Item 1(m) & Item 7 in the EA dated 13 October 2011 were required. 
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5. Amendment 5 – Extension of the Validity of the EA 

 

ST stated that the current EA is valid up to 28 September 2020, however the applicant is 

requesting that extension of the validity for a further two (2) years is requested up to 28 

September 2022 for bidding purposes and in an effort to negate the need for a further 

amendment to the EA to extend the validity period in future. 

 

ME stated that this would only be the second project to request extension of validity of the 

EA beyond ten (10) years to which DEA generally do not allow. 

 

KDB responded that this amendment would assist to reduce paperwork in having to apply 

again in the near future for extension following potentially obtaining preferred bidder status. 

KDB queried whether not extending the EA by the requested amount would force 

construction to take place sooner, which is not possible in reality as the project is at the mercy 

of the REIPPPP process. 

 

ME replied that DEA prefer construction to take place as soon as EA is issued as the EA can 

sterilize sites for alternative developments. KdB explained that the EA does not sterilize the 

area for future development that could be suitable for these farms i.e. agriculture/tourism. 

ME further stated that the application would be considered on its merits and that the request 

for extension beyond the ten (10) year limit could be applied for. The amendment application 

would be considered as such. However, this amendment request may be targeted for 

potential grounds for appeal from Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) if the request is not 

approved by the DEA. 

 

KdB also questioned where the 10-year limit stems from. The 2014 regulations were amended 

to remove reference to the ’10-year limit’ – see section 26 (d) for more information. It was in 

any case the intention under the 2014 regulations that the EA may be extended after the 10-

year validity period on application.  It is therefore unclear why the Department would impose 

such a limitation. ME confirmed this will need to be discussed internally. 

 

ST responded that discussion would be required between the EAP and the applicant to 

decide on the best course of action and length of validity request for the amendment. 

 

SH stated that internal discussions would be undertaken to inform guidance on this way 

forward (Action Item 2). 

 

6. Amendment 6 – Amendment to wind measuring mast heights 

 

ST stated the it was requested to amendment the wind measuring mast heights in line with 

the proposed hub heights amendments in order to record accurate data at the same heights 

to have accurate and relevant data to inform planning and operation of wind turbines. 
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7. Amendment 7 – Amendment to Condition 40 of the EA 

 

ST stated that the final amendment request was to amend Condition 40 of the additional 

conditions added to the EA as per appeal decision dated August 2013, which instructs G7 to 

comply with the said condition, and not the holder of the EA, Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd is 

the holder of the EA. This would need to be amended to refer to Witberg Wind Power (Pty) 

Ltd as the holder of the EA.  

 

MM stated that this amendment request was not contained in the application submitted to 

the DEA and an updated application form would need to be submitted with the Draft 

Motivation Report for consideration. 

 

ST responded that this would be undertaken upon submission of the Motivation Report. 

 

 

WAY FORWARD AND CLOSURE 

 

The discussion of the way forward was suggested to be dealt with in three components including the 

amendment process to be undertaken, specialist studies and concerns with the proposed 

amendments. ST opened the discussion in terms of the amendment process to be followed 

requesting clarification on the submission timeframes to be applied considering the ambiguity 

between correspondence on the original application submitted on 23 July 2018 and the receipt of 

incorrectly completed application for amendment letter dated 25 July 2018. The query related to 

whether the applicable 90-day submission timeframe in terms of Regulation 31(1)(a) of the 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (2014), as amended, would commence from the 23 

July 2018 or the 3 August 2018? 

 

ME confirmed that the applicable 90-day legislated timeframe will begin from 3 August 2018. 

 

ST initiated discussion of the specialist studies by opening that the specialist’s inputs obtained for the 

amendment application, have considered all amendment requests including amendment 7 which 

had not been included in the original application submitted on the 23 July 2018. ST stated that 

confirmation in terms of validity of data used for the specialist amendment assessments had been 

requested for comment by the relevant specialists. ST proceeded to provide the available findings 

obtained to date from each specialist to be included in the amendment application. 

 

ME enquired whether specialists have considered the re-positioned power line and other 

infrastructure / building footprints? 

 

KDB confirmed this. 

 

MM added that information taken from the EIA in terms of footprint sizes were used to inform and 

motivate the re-positioning of the relevant components applied for in the amendment application. 
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ME reiterated that these queries were being discussed to ensure that all bases are covered in 

anticipation of potential appeals given the history of the project. 

 

MM added that it was for this reason that Rob Simmons was requested to provide inputs from an 

avifaunal perspective, over and above the Collision Risk Modelling Report, which was undertaken by 

Dr Steve Percival. 

 

ME requested whether the moderate impact significance rating was considered acceptable by the 

bat specialist, and whether the applicant could undertake the mitigation measures proposed? 

 

KDB replied that it was considered acceptable, and that the additional mitigation measures 

(including curtailment mitigation measures) proposed by the bat specialists have already been 

considered as these were findings provided to the applicant in the pre-construction monitoring 

report dated 2015. Provision for implementation of the proposed mitigation measures have already 

been considered and provision has been made for this to be implemented. 

 

ME requested whether the bat and bird pre-construction monitoring reports would be included in 

the motivation report? 

 

ST confirmed this and advised that these would be appended to the Motivation Report submission. 

 

DISCUSSION SESSION AND CLOSURE 

 

ME stated that updated landowner consents would need to be obtained from the landowners for 

submission with the amendment application as required by Regulation 39 of the EIA Regulations 

(2014), as amended. 

 

MM advised that this would be obtained and submitted as requested. 

 

ME queried whether the applicant would like a consolidated EA containing all details as per the EA 

as well as subsequent amendments and appeal decision conditions or whether the applicant would 

prefer an additional decision on the EA amendment application? 

 

ST enquired whether this would need to be requested specifically in the amendment application or 

the motivation report as a recommendation request? 

 

ME responded that this could be requested in both the application and stated as a recommendation 

in the motivation report, in terms of Regulation 27(2) of the EIA Regulations (2014), as amended. 

 

ME queried whether the Environmental Management Programme would be updated as part of the 

amendment application? 

 

KDB responded that this could be included as requested. 

 

MM requested that the minutes of the meeting be distributed along with action items. 
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ST responded that this would be distributed along with the presentation for record keeping purposes. 

 

ME enquired whether the IAP database to be used has been updated? 

 

MM confirmed that the IAP list was re-verified and updated accordingly and the PPP process, which 

would be followed in compliance with the requirements of the Regulations. 

 

ME stated that the amendment application public participation is to be undertaken in line with 

Chapter 6 of the EIA Regulations (2014), as amended. 

 

ST noted this requirement and closed the meeting at 12:30pm. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

AMENDMENT PROCESS 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

 

WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

ATTENDANCE REGISTER  

WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE FINAL MOTIVATION 

REPORT 



Witberg Wind Energy Facility and 
associated infrastructure, Western 

Cape Province

DEA Ref: 12/12/20/1966/AM6

August 2018



Meeting Agenda
1. Welcome and Introductions 

2. Purpose of Meeting 

3. Project Historical Background

4. Proposed Amendments

1. Amendment of Wind Turbine Specifications

2. Amendment of Wind Farm Layout

3. Amendment of EA Holder Contact Details

4. Amendment of Minor Spelling Errors for Authorised Activities

5. Amendment of the Validity of EA

6. Amendment of the Heights of Wind Measuring Masts

7. Amendment to Condition 40 of EA (New)

5. Way Forward (Proposed Amendments, Assessment Process, Specialists Studies)

6. Discussion session



Purpose of the Meeting

•Present the proposed amendments for the Witberg Wind Energy Facility, including the 

associated motivation

•Address historical concerns related to previous amendment appeals and applications

• Address any concerns related to the current proposed amendment application



Project Historical Background



Project Historical Background
Environmental Authorisation, Amendments and Appeals Decisions:

◦ EA Amendment 4 (12/12/20/1966/AM4) – dated 28 September 2015: 
◦ Extension of Validity of EA (Expiry 26 November 2017)

◦ EA Amendment Appeal Decision (LSA 148 697) – dated 20 February 2016: 
◦ Appeals dismissed

◦ Condition 37 amended and Condition 41 added to EA

◦ EA Amendment 5 (12/12/20/1966/AM5) – dated 12 June 2017:
◦ Amend details of Holder of EA

◦ Extension of Validity of EA (Expiry 28 September 2020)

◦ EA Appeal Amendment Decision (DEA Ref No:169 619) – dated 07 June 2018:
◦ Appeals dismissed





Proposed Amendments
Amendment 1 – Wind Turbine Specifications
◦ Wind Turbine Specifications requested to be amended and added to EA for the 

following:

◦ From hub height range of 92m to, up to 120m;

◦ From rotor diameter range of 116m to, up to 136m;

◦ From wind turbine generation capacity range of 3MW, to up to 5MW.

◦ Reason – increase the efficiency and economic competitiveness

Amendment 2 – Wind Farm Layout

◦ Layout Revision 7 approved in appeal decision approves 27 wind turbine layout, which 

does not fully take into account 1.5km Verreaux’s Eagle nest buffer. 

◦ Construction camp, substation, linking station and associated 132kV power line re-

positioned to optimise the layout.

◦ Wind Farm Layout amendment requested. 

◦ Reasons – Avoid sensitivities and optimise layout







Proposed Amendments
Amendment 3 – Change to Contact Details of the Holder the EA
◦ Postal address details to change and cell phone details to be added as follows:

From:     Mr. Paolo Fagnoli

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd

Unit B103a Cape Quarter Piazza

72 Waterkant Street

Cape Town

8001

Telephone Number: 021 418 3940

Email Address: p.Fagnoli@buildingenergy.it

To:           Mr. Paolo Fagnoli

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd

Postnet Suite 150

Private Bag X3

Roggebaai

8012

Telephone Number: 021 418 3940

Cellphone Number: 076 254 9224

Email Address: p.Fagnoli@buildingenergy.it



Proposed Amendments
Amendment 4 – Correct Minor Spelling Errors in Authorised Listed Activities

From: 

GN R.386 Item 1(m)

The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associated structures or infrastructure, 
for any purpose in the one in ten year flood line of a river or stream, or within 32 metres from the 
back of a river or stream where the flood line is unknown, excluding purposes associated with 
existing residential use, but including (i) canals; (ii) channels; (iii) bridges; (iv) dams; and (v) 
weirs.

To:

GN R.386 Item 1(m)

The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associated structures or infrastructure, 
for any purpose in the one in ten year flood line of a river or stream, or within 32 metres from the 

bank of a river or stream where the flood line is unknown, excluding purposes associated with 
existing residential use, but including (i) canals; (ii) channels; (iii) bridges; (iv) dams; and (v) 
weirs.



Proposed Amendments
Amendment 4 – Correct Minor Spelling Errors in Authorised Listed Activities 
Contd…

From:

GN R.386 Item 7

The above ground storage of a dangerous good, including petrol, diesel, liquid 
petroleum gas or paraffin, in containers with a combined capacity of more than 
30 cubic metres and less than 1 000 cubic metres at any one location or site.

To:

GN R.386 Item 7

The above ground storage of a dangerous good, including petrol, diesel, liquid 

petroleum gas or paraffin, in containers with a combined capacity of more than 

30 cubic metres but less than 1 000 cubic metres at any one location or site.



Proposed Amendments
Amendment 5 – Extend the Validity of the EA

◦ Currently the EA validity has been extended and remains valid up to 28 September 

2020

◦ Requested to extend the validity by a further two (2) years to 28 September 2022

◦ Reasons:
◦ Intended to be bid in next round expected in November 2018;

◦ Valid EA required for project development and bid purposes should project become preferred bidder

Amendment 6 – Amendment of Wind Measuring Mast Heights

◦ Requested to increase the height of the wind measuring masts in line with proposed 

hub height increase from 80m to up to 120m – to match the HH of turbines

◦ Reasons – need to be increased to record relevant and accurate wind data at similar 

hub height proposed



Proposed Amendments

Amendment 7 – Amendment to Condition 40 of the EA

◦ Condition 40, as per Conditions added to the EA as result of appeal decision dated 13 

August 2013, refers to G7 as holder of the EA 

◦ Reason – Requested to be amended to Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd as current holder 

of EA



Way Forward
Assessment Process
◦ To be undertaken as required in terms of EIA Regulations 2014, as amended

◦ Application submitted 23 July 2018 

◦ Requested to submit additional information to application on 25 July 2018, submitted 

and received 3 August 2018. DEA advised that timeframes will restart on receipt of 

additional information

◦ DEA acceptance of updated information confirmation received on 6 August 2018

Specialist Studies
◦ Appointed specialists to consider all proposed amendments with focus on turbine 

dimension changes, amended wind farm layout etc. 

◦ Confirmation of validity of data and no significant change in environment confirmed 

by bird and bat specialists using latest monitoring data as of 2015

◦ Validity of data irrelevant for noise and visual as these are based on current

◦ Confirmation of validity of data to be included by other specialists, as relevant



Specialist Team
Ecology – Simon Todd

Bats – Animalia, Werner Marais

Birds – Collision risk assessment by Dr Steve Percival; Dr Rob Simmons

Heritage – ACO, Tim Hart

Noise – Dr Brett Williams

Social – Dr Neville Bews & Associates

Visual – Bernard Oberholzer; Landscape Architect / Environmental Planner



Specialist Key Findings
Ecology – Simon Todd

1. No material additional impact or mitigation measures on terrestrial ecology 

2. Need for a pre-construction walk-through of footprint prior to construction recommended  

Bats – Animalia, Werner Marais

1. Confirmed the 25 turbine layout avoids all high sensitive areas. 

2. Curtailment proposed for turbines in moderate and high buffer sensitivity areas

3. Reduced impact significance ratings, no additional mitigation measures

4. Layout and all other amendments acceptable

Birds – Collision risk assessment by Dr Steve Percival; Dr Rob Simmons

1. Assessed collision risk. Reduced substantially from 0,86 VE per annum. Confirmed the new layout 
does not increase the collision risk for Verreaux’s Eagles

2. Avoid all VE nests by 1.5km, 

3. 1.5km acceptable based on confirmed use of the area



Specialist Key Findings
Heritage – ACO, Tim Hart

1. No material additional impact on palaeontology

2. Reduction of impacts from high negative to medium negative on visual setting or cultural 
landscape with reduction of wind turbines from 27 to 25

3. Turbines less dominantly placed 11 km from Matjiesfontein as opposed to 9 km in the original 
proposal

4. No additional mitigation measures

5. Proposed amendments are considered acceptable

Noise – Dr Brett Williams

1. Cumulative noise impact modelling results indicate that the SANS 10103:2008  limit of 45 dB(A) will 
not be exceeded at any of the noise sensitive areas (including cumulative noise impacts)

2. No change in impact ratings or mitigation measures

3. Proposed amendments are considered acceptable



Specialist Key Findings
Social – Dr Neville Bews & Associates

1. No material additional impact and additional mitigation measures from social 
perspective

2. Proposed amendments are supported from social perspective

Visual – Bernard Oberholzer; Landscape Architect / Environmental Planner

1. Analysis indicated a negligible change to the viewshed (zone of visual 
exposure) and therefore negligible effect on significance ratings

2. No additional mitigation measures

3. Proposed amendments are approved from a visual perspective 



Discussion Session

Questions from Savannah:

◦ Any concerns / information requirements to be included as requested by DEA other 

than that presented in terms of assessment process?

◦ DEA to confirm timeframes applicable (i.e. begin from 23 July 2018 or 3 August 2018)?

◦ Required to submit final motivation report (including 30 day public review and 

participation process), by no later than  (23 October 2018 or 6 November 2018)?

Questions from DEA?



NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF 

MOTIVATION REPORT FOR PUBLIC REVIEW   



 

14 November 2018 

 

 

Dear Interest and Affected Party 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site. 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

 



 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

The draft motivation report has been made available to registered Interested and Affected Parties 

(I&APs) and Organs of State for a 30-day review period from the 14 November 2018 to 14 December 

2018.  The draft motivation report is available at the Laingsburg Public Library (Van Riebeeck Street, 

Laingsburg). The draft motivation report can also be downloaded from www.savannahsa.com.  The 

due date for written comment is 14 December 2018. Comments can be made as a written submission 

of fax, post or email.  The draft motivation report and any relevant information will be made available 

on request, should this be required. 

 

All comments received will be included in the final motivation report which will be submitted to the 

Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) for review and decision-making.   

 

Our team welcomes your participation and looks forward to your involvement throughout this 

process.  We also welcome you to share this information with any others that you feel will have a 

stake in the project and should be part of this process (such as occupiers of directly affected or 

surrounding properties, interest groups, community groups etc.). 

 

http://www.savannahsa.com/


 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com 
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Witberg WEF - Notification of Availability of Motivation Report

Assigned to: Savannah Public Process Date Sent: 14/11/2018 14:48

Teams: Global Project: Witberg Wind Energy Facility,
Western Cape

From: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com> 

To:  

Cc: nicolene@savannahsa.com, rozanne@savannahsa.com 

Bcc: Charl du Plessis <charldp@elsenburg.com>, Mandy Poole <mandyp@ewt.org.za>, Charlotte
Manuel <cmanuel@bvm.gov.za>, Morne du Plessis <mduplessis@wwf.org.za>, Solly Fourie
<solly.fourie@westerncape.gov.za>, Jennifer and Lawrence Hart <tweedside@vodamail.co.za>,
Ludwig Combrink <ludwig@hartrao.ac.za>, Segomoco Scheppers
<segomoco.scheppers@eskom.co.za>, Developer <roggeveld@g7energies.com>, Jp Phillips
<j.phillips@bissets.com>, Phillys Pienaar <phyllisp@elsenburg.com>, George Sieraha
<gsieraha@gmail.com>, Etienne Roux <etienne.roux@westerncape.gov.za>, Hein Reyneke
<hendrik.reyneke@mainstreamrp.com>, Bradley Wallace <paul@jaques.co.za>, Futhi
Mathebula <futhi.mathebula@transnet.net>, F Van Wyk <laingsburgtourism@telkomsa.net>,
Johan Massyn <johan.massyn@capetown.gov.za>, Casper Steenkamp
<caspersteenkamp@vodamail.co.za>, Pieter van Zyl <pieter.vanzyl@westerncape.gov.za>,
Andrea Bernatzeder <andreab@daff.gov.za>, Dale Wright <dale.wright@birdlife.org.za>, Ayub
Mohamed <ayub.mohamed@pgwc.gov.za>, Samantha Ralston-Paton <energy@birdlife.org.za>,
Craig Barnes <barnesc@vodacom.co.za>, D McThomas <mm@bvm.gov.za>, Zaitoon Rabaney
<zaitoon@mweb.co.za>, Developer <rietkloof@g7energies.com>, Zane Mannel
<mannellz@sentech.co.za>, Nozipho Khuzwayo <khuzwayl@dot.gov.za>, Stafanus Jooste
<stefanus@skdm.co.za>, Alvan Gabriel <alvan.gabriel@westerncape.gov.za>, Cor van der Walt
<corvdw@elsenburg.com>, Colin Fordham <cfordham@capenature.co.za>, Helena van Eden
<helena@awk.co.za>, Keith Harrison <keithhbharrison@lando.co.za>, Francois Daniel Conradie
<fdconradie@roggeveld.co.za>, Dean Chapman <webmaster@dbsa.org>, Adrian Tiplady
<atiplady@ska.ac.za>, Tristen Taylor <tristen@earthlife.org.za>, SS Galhardo
<sumari@telkomsa.net>, Mmathapelo Sako <sakom@dot.gov.za>, K Hangemann
<info@g7energies.com>, W Roets <wroets@pgwc.gov.za>, Riaan Smit
<riaan.smit@eskom.co.za>, Simon Gear <advocacy@birdlife.org.za>, Shawn Johnston
<swjohnston@mweb.co.za>, Herman Coetzee <herman.coetzee2@transnet.net>, DP Botha
<danieb@mweb.co.za>, Stuart Shearer <stuart.shearer@telkomsa.net>, David Whitelaw
<davesue@mweb.co.za>, Seibonelo Mbanjwa <smbanjwa@ncpg.gov.za>, M Mdabuli
<mmdabuli@breedevallei.gov.za>, Oersen Herder <o.herder@webmail.co.za>, Tabbie Roberts
<tabbie@vodamail.com>, Jo-Anne Thomas <joanne@savannahsa.com>, Nicoleen Swarts
<nicoleen.swarts@mainstreamrp.com>, Ono Naude <naudeo@vodacom.co.za>, Cornie Swart
<carl@awk.co.za>, Cornel Gerber <cgerber@iafrica.com>, Sharief Harris
<s.harris@buildingenergy.it>, Nicole Abrahams <abrahamsn@nra.co.za>, Sandy Strydom
<sstrydom@pgwc.gov.za>, Shehaam Brinkhuis <shehaam.brinkhuis@westerncape.gov.za>,
Darryl Daniels <danielsd@dwa.gov.za>, John Geeringh <john.geeringh@eskom.co.za>, Ian Allen
<gvbosch@telkomsa.net>, Andre Crous <andre.crous@eskom.co.za>, G van der Westhuizen
<emslaingsburg@nashuaisp.co.za>, John Peters <jpeters@pgwc.gov.za>, Marianne Thomson
<doctort@mweb.co.za>, Devito Nuntius <devito.nuntius@gmail.com>, Brett Myrdal
<mandyl@sanparks.org.za>, Rashid Khan <khanr@dwa.gov.za>, Zini Mokhine
<zini@earthlife.org.za>, Abrie Meiring <abrimeiring@telkomsa.net>, Keagan-Leigh Adriaanse

Forward
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<keagan-leigh.adriaanse@westerncape.gov.za>, Jaco Roelofse <roelofse.j@vodamail.co.za>,
Developer <brandvalley@g7energies.com>, Lizell Stroh <strohl@caa.co.za>, Anneke Roux
<anneke@agrisa.co.za>, Warren Petterson <warren@wplanninbg.co.za>, Tom Lewis
<tom@witteberg.co.za>, Pedro Williams <pawilliams@laingsburg.gov.za>, Rainer Chanbeau
<rainer.chambeau@westerncape.gov.za>, Megan Murison <meganm@ewt.org.za>, Berchwaldt
Rode <berchtwald@rode.co.za>, Yolan Friedmann <yolanf@ewt.org.za>, Leptieshaam Bekko
<ieptieshaam.bekko@westerncape.gov.za>, Stet Mushwana <stet.mushwana@transnet.net>,
Danie Swanepoel <danie.swanepoel@westerncape.gov.za>, Roelf Louw <drroelf@iafrica.com>,
Sam Vuleka <sam.vukela@dpw.gov.za>, Natasha Higgitt <nhiggitt@sahra.org.za>, Theo La
Grange <theo@efgeng.co.za>, Pierre Nel <pierren@sanparks.org>, Makoma Lekalakala
(Secretary) <seccp@earthlife.org.za>, Callie Freysen <calliefreysen@gmail.com>, Carel
Gersbach <carolmp@atns.co.za>, Wilma Lutsch <wlutsch@environment.gov.za>, Alida
Groenewald <laingadmin@xsinet.co.za>, The Regional Manager <admin@wessa.co.za>,
Samuel Masemola <dgoffice@drdlr.gov.za>, Karen de Bruyn <karen@g7energies.com>, Jaco
Nel <jaco.nel@vodamail.co.za>, Levona Goeieman <levona@skdm.co.za>, Viv Crone
<vivcrone@gmail.com>, Ali Diteme <aditeme@agri.ncape.gov.za>, Lance Blaine <lance@red-
cap.co.za>, Stephanie- Anne Barnardt <stephanie.barnardt@westerncape.gov.za>, SA Webb-
Olivier <sharonette.webb@westerncape.gov.za>, Zwelibanzi Shiceka
<zwelibanzi.shiceka@westerncape.gov.za>, Petricia Julies <juliespreticia@gmail.com>, Andrea
Ketteningham <andrea@hwb.co.za>, M Lungisa Nante <lungisa.nate@drdlr.gov.za>, BP du
Plessis <bendup1@gmail.com>, Malcolm Watters <malcolm.watters@westerncape.gov.za>,
Fayruz Dharsey <fayruz.dharsey@westerncape.gov.za>, Johan Goosen
<johan@betafence.co.za>, Eric Brown <ericbrown11@yahoo.com>, Arthur Shipalana
<admin@sawea.co.za>, Grace Swanepoel <grace.swanepoel@westerncape.gov.za>, Christoffel
Fourie <fouriehousehold@telkomsa.net>, Neville Fourie <nfourie@bvm.gov.za>, J Jackson
<j.jackson@powerlight.co.za>, Yolanda Engelrecht <yolandaengelbrecht@gmail.com>, Sameul
Fliff <sam.fiff@transnenet.net>, Patrick Dowling <patrick@wessa.co.za>, Adri La Meyer
<adri.lameyer@westerncape.gov.za>, Nobubele Ngele <mabokoi@dwa.org.za>, Nic Opperman
<nic@agrisa.org.za>, Rudi Ellis <rellis@pgwc.wcape.gov.za>, Matthys Horak
<thysh@atns.co.za>, Duduzile Kunene <duduzile.kunene@dmr.gov.za>, Lucia Maria Rodrigues
<signet@webafrica.org.za>, Frik Linde <frik@witteberg.co.za>, Jonathan Windvogel
<jonathan.windvogel@westerncape.gov.za>, Bernard Mabele <mabele@ncapeeda.co.za>, Lars
Starke <lars.starke@westerncape.gov.za>, Makoma Lekalakala <makoma@earthlife.org.za>,
Douglas and Esme Calldo <ecalldo@roggeveld.co.za>, Thami Manyathi
<tmanyathi@pgwc.gov.za>, Albert Kuhn <albert@rgbc.co.za>, Japie Grobler
<agrisa@agriinfo.co.za>, Johan Mouton <jmouton@laingsburg.gov.za>, Sabelo Malaza
<smambane@environment.gov.za>, Louis Wessels <louis@awk.co.za>, Edwine Oliphant
<eoliphant@webmail.co.za>, Kate MacEwan <kate@iws-sa.co.za>, Doug Jenman
<doug@rainmakerenergy.co.za>, Jeanie De Wee <karoohoogwil@telkomsa.net>, Developer
<witberg@g7energies.com>, Herwig Hitlenberger <h.hitlenberger@mweb.co.za>, Jan Meintjies
<janvm@vodamail.co.za>, Shumani Mugeri <mugeris@dot.gov.za>, Mabule Ramodike
<mabuler@daff.gov.za>, Donald Brown <donaldb@saltcor.co.za>, Magdalena Michalowska
<m.michalowska@buildingenergy.it>, Piet Roux <pietr@elsenburg.com>, Winnie Miles
<laingsburg@xsinet.co.za>, Nosipho Ngcaba <nngcaba@environment.gov.za>, Malcom Suttill
<malcolms@lantic.net>, Lukas Botes <koupjojoba@gmail.com>, Abongile Mgqada
<abongile.mgqada@vodacom.co.za>, Nelisiwe Magubane <dineo.moralle@energy.gov.za>,
Peter van der Spuy <miner@yoafrica.com>, Annelize de Villiers
<annelize.devilliers@westerncape.gov.za>, Naseema Fakir <info@lrc.org.za>, Johanna
Morobane <johannam@atns.co.za>, Thoko Buthelezi <thokob@daff.gov.za>, The Manager
<info@icasa.org.za>, Alan Veasey <aj@veasey.co.za>, Pola van der Westhuizen
<polla@tempowp.co.za>, Doretha Kotze <dkotze@wcdm.co.za>, Francois Williams
<francois.williams@sake24.com>, Serame Motlhake <motlhakes@sentech.co.za>, N Ndobeni
<ndobenin2@dwa.gov.za>, Land Use Management <elsenburg.landcare@elsenburg.com>,
Tamai Hore <tamai.hore@nersa.org.za>, Jan Smit <jans@elsenburg.com>, Etienne van Blerk
<saaf7@telkomsa.net>, Wilhelm Theron <theronwilhelm@gmail.com>, Zayed Brown
<zayed.brown@westerncape.gov.za>, Developer <karreebosch@g7energies.com>, Mmamoloko
Seabe <seabejm@eskom.co.za>, The Manager <info@capenature.co.za>, Wonders Dimakatso
Viljoen Mothibi <cfortune@agri.ncape.gov.za>, Nadia Goltz <ngoltz@ncpg.gov.za>, Fanie Bergh© 2012 SugarCRM Inc.
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<berghs@eskom.co.za>, Mashudu Marubini <mashuduma@daff.gov.za>, Erna van Zyl
<erna.vanzyl@drdlr.gov.za>, Warren Dreyer <dreyerw@dws.gov.za>, Michael Barnes
<mbarnes@biothermenergy.com>, Christopher Wills <karoo-desert-nbg@sanbi.org.za>, Annette
Stoltz <annettes@daff.gov.za>, Adri Horstmann <adri@horstmann.co.za>, Alana Duffel-Canham
<aduffell-canham@capenature.co.za>, Keagan Carr <keagan.carr@westerncape.gov.za>,
Ebrahim Patel <ministry@economic.gov.za>, Pheladi Masipa <pheladi.masipa@energy.gov.za>,
Lette Vye <geoffvye@mweb.co.za>, Charles Malherbe <cjmalherbe@wcdm.co.za>, Cobus
Dippenaar <cobus.dippenaar@eskom.co.za>, Johan Bothma <johan@awk.co.za>, Patrick
Seboko <lletebele@ncpg.gov.za>, The Manager <office@sessa.org.za> 

Subject: Witberg WEF - Notification of Availability of Motivation Report 

Body: Dear Stakeholder, 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction
of Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province
(DEA ref: 12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA
105-439) dated the 13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of
originally authorised wind turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine
specifications. However, a number of amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine
specifications according to the appeal decision are now required. Firstly, the project is intended
to be bid into future rounds of the Department of Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy
Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme. There have been
advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the turbines
authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of production
and economic considerations. 

 
The draft motivation report has been made available to registered Interested and Affected
Parties (I&APs) and Organs of State for a 30-day review period from Wednesday,14
November 2018 to Friday, 14 December 2018.   
 
Please refer to the attached Notification Letter for further information. 

 

 
Kind regards, 

Rozanne Els

Public Participation Co-ordinator  |   Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd 

Tel:  +27 (0)11 656 3237  |  Fax: +27 (0)86 684 0547  

 

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant for Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE MOTIVATION REPORT FOR 

PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT 



 

 

14 November 2018 

 

Attention: Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisation 

Department of Environmental Affairs 

Environment House 

473 Steve Biko Road 

Arcadia 

Pretoria 

0001 

 

 

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966) 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Note that as per the attached correspondence (Appendix 1) from the Department of Environmental 

Affairs (DEA), it is our understanding that the previous amendment application submitted on the 23 

July 2018 for the same project has lapsed, given that the applicable 90-day legislative timeframes as 

per Regulation 31(1)(a) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (2014), as amended, 

have come to an end as of 6 November 2018.  Having not as yet received correspondence from the 

DEA in this regard, we have therefore assumed that the application submitted 23 July 2018 has lapsed 

and a new application will need to be submitted.  

 

In light of the above, please find attached two (2) x hard copies and one (1) soft copy (USB) of the 

new application and Draft Motivation Report for the amendment to the environmental authorisation 

(EA) for the proposed Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure, Western Cape 

Province, issued on the 13th of October 2011.   

 

The details of the case officer that was assigned to the amendment application (EIA) previously 

submitted on the 23 July 2018 for the above-mentioned amendment application is as follows: 

Ms. Mmamohale Kabesa 

Email: MKabesa@environment.gov.za   

Tel: (012) 399 9420  

mailto:MKabesa@environment.gov.za


 

The applicant is proposing a number of amendments to the authorised proposed wind farm and 

associated infrastructure including the following: 

» An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

o Range of Hub height: from 92m, to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

o Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m, to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

o Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to 

up to 5MW. 

» In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines 

to 25 wind turbines, and the wind turbined and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned. 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

Given the above, in terms of Condition 5 of the EA, and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December (2014), as amended, it is possible for an applicant to apply, in writing, to the competent 

authority for a change or deviation from the project description and any other changes of the EA to 

be approved.  Accordingly, the submission of the attached amendment application is undertaken 

herein, in accordance with Condition 5 of the EA and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of December 

(2014), as amended.  

 

Savannah Environmental has also prepared a motivation report in support of this amendment 

application on behalf of Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd.  The amendment motivation report has been 

made available for a 30-day review period from 14 November 2018 to 14 December 2018.   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries in this regard. 

 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 

SHAUN TAYLOR 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 

(shaun@savannahsa.com)  

mailto:shaun@savannahsa.com




 

14 November 2018 

 

Ms Adri La Meyer  

Directorate: Development Facilitation 

Western Cape Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Adri,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

ATT: Obstacle Evaluators  

Air Traffic and Navigation Services (ANTS)  

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Obstacle Evaluator,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

Mr Carl Swart 

President 

AgriSA: Western Cape  

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Carl,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

 

Mr Collin Fordham     

Land Use Advice  

CapeNature 

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Collin,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD and Hard Copy containing the Motivation report for public review is 

included in this envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

 

Mr Cor van der Walt  

Land Use management  

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF)  

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Cor,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site. 



 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

 

Mr Danie Swanepoel    

Contrl Environmental Officer (Region 3)  

Western Cape Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning  

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Danie,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD and Hard Copy containing the Motivation report for public review is 

included in this envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

Mr Johan Mouton  

Environmental Officer  

Central Karoo District Municipality 

 

Deliver by Courier  

 

Dear Mr Mouton,   

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

Mr John Geeringh  

Senior Environmental Advisor 

Eskom 

 

 

 

Dear John,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

Ms Lizell Stroh 

Aviation Obstacle and GIS  

South African Civil Aviation Authority 

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Lizell,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

Ms Mandy Poole  

Chief Operations Officer  

Endangered Wildlife Trust  

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Mandy,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

Ms Nicole Abrahams  

Environmental Coordinator: Western Region 

SANRAL 

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Nicole,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD and Hard Copy containing the Motivation report for public review is 

included in this envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

 

Mr Pheladi Masipa   

Acting project Manager: Renewable Energy 

Department of Energy 

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Pheladi,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

Mr S Jooste  

Municipal Manager  

Central Karoo District Municipality 

 

Deliver by Courier  

 

Dear Mr Jooste,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

Mr Stanley Tshitwamulomoni  

Director: Biodiversity Conservation  

Department of Environmental Affairs  

 

Delivery by Hand  

 

Dear Stanley,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

Ms Tamai Hore  

Generation Licensing  

National Energy Regulator of South Africa (NERSA)  

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Tamai,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

 

Mr Thoko Buthelezi  

Administration Clerk  

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF)  

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Thoko,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

Mr Adriaan Tiplady  

Manager: Site Categorisation 

SKA 

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Adriaan,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

Mr Wilhelm Theron  

Ward Councillor: Ward 2 

Central Karoo District Municipality 

 

Deliver by Courier  

 

Dear Mr Theron,   

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

 

Ms Anette Geertsema   

Land Use Officer  

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Anette,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site. 



 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

 

Mr PA Williams  

Municipal manager  

Laingsburg Local Municipality)  

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Mr Williams,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site. 



 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



 

14 November 2018 

 

Ms Tamai Hore  

Generation Licensing  

National Energy Regulator of South Africa (NERSA)  

 

By Courier Services  

 

Dear Tamai,  

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM6) 

 

Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the construction of 

Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure in the Western Cape Province (DEA ref: 

12/12/20/1966) on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 

13th of August 2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind 

turbines from 70 to 27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications. However, a number of 

amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the appeal decision 

are now required. Firstly, the project is intended to be bid into future rounds of the Department of 

Energy’s (DoE) Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement (REIPPP) Programme.   

There have been advancements to wind turbine technology since the issuing of the EA, and the 

turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be the most suitable in terms of 

production and economic considerations.   

  

In this regard, Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd are considering an updated turbine model for the project.  

An amendment to the authorised turbine specifications are required as follows: 

» Range of Hub height: from 92m to a range from 92m to up to 120m;  

» Range of Rotor diameter: from 116m to a range from 116m to up to 136m; and 

» Range of Wind turbine capacity per wind turbine: from 3MW to a range from 3MW to up to 5MW. 

 

In addition, an amendment to the wind farm layout is required to avoid sensitive areas, and to 

optimise the layout.  Therefore, the number of wind turbines will be reduced from 27 wind turbines to 

25 wind turbines, and the wind turbines and associated infrastructure will be re-positioned within the 

originally assessed site.



 

 

 

In addition to the above, the following amendments are also being applied for: 

» The contact person and relevant details are to be updated and added for the holder of the EA.  

» Minor spelling corrections are to be requested for the minor details of two (2) of the authorised 

listed activities in the EA.  

» An extension of the validity of the EA by a further two (2) years is requested.  

» Amendment to the height of the wind measuring masts from 80m to 120m (in line with new wind 

turbine hub height) is requested. 

» Condition 40 of the EA, as per additional conditions to be added to the EA, in the amendment 

of the EA (Ref: LSA 105-439), is requested to be amended so that Condition 40 is correctly 

addressed to the Holder of the EA (i.e. Witberg Wind Power (Pty) Ltd).   

» Amendment to consolidate all EAs, amendments and appeal decisions into one EA. 

 

The proposed amendments in themselves are not listed activities and do not trigger any new listed 

activity as the proposed amendments are within the original authorised development footprint and 

do not change the scope of the EA. 

 

In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the EIA Regulations of 

December 2014 (as amended on 07 April 2017 and 13 July 2018), it is possible for an applicant to 

apply, in writing, to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description 

to be approved.  Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this 

amendment application on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

In order to verify the potential for a change in the impacts on avifauna, bats, ecology, heritage, 

visual exposure, noise and social specialist input into the amendment motivation report has been 

included.   

 

This Letter Serves to inform you that the Motivation Report for public review is available for review and 

written comments, and a CD containing the Motivation report for public review is included in this 

envelope.  

 

Please note that the Motivation report’s review period is from Wednesday, 14 November 2018 to 

Friday, 14 December 2018 and we are looking forward receiving written comments on the 

Motivation Report before or on the closing date of the review period.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Rozanne Els 

Public Participation Co-ordinator 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com



NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED 

MOTIVATION REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT 



 

19 March 2019 

 

 

Dear Interest and Affected Party, 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION:  

PROPOSED WITBERG WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE, WESTERN 

CAPE PROVINCE 

(DEA Ref.: 12/12/20/1966/AM7) 

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT 

 

With reference to our letter dated 14 November 2018 in which you, as a registered Interested and 

Affected Party (I&AP), was informed that the Witberg Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd received an Environmental 

Authorisation (EA) for the construction of Witberg Wind Energy Facility and associated infrastructure 

on the 13th of October 2011.  An appeal decision (Reference: LSA 105-439) dated the 13th of August 

2013 was subsequently issued reducing the number of originally authorised wind turbines from 70 to 

27 turbines, along with revised turbine specifications.  

 

A number of amendments to the EA and the authorised turbine specifications according to the 

appeal decision were required, and there have been advancements to wind turbine technology 

since the issuing of the EA, and the turbines authorised in the EA are therefore not considered to be 

the most suitable in terms of production and economic considerations.  In this regard, Witberg Wind 

Farm (Pty) Ltd considered an updated turbine model and layout for the project. 

 

Addressing the above changes were included in the Motivation Report that was made available to 

registered I&APs and Organs of State for a 30-day review period from Wednesday, 14 November 

2018 to Friday, 14 December 2018.  The Motivation Report was also made available at the Laingsburg 

Public Library (Van Riebeeck Street, Laingsburg) and on Savannah Environmental’s website 

(https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/energy-generation/). 

 

In response to comments received from the first round of public participation, certain changes, which 

are regarded as significant, were required to be made to the draft motivation report, and significant 

new information has been added to a revised motivation report, which changes or information was 

not contained in the draft motivation report consulted on during the initial public participation 

process.  This revised motivation report has therefore been updated with the new information and 

will be subjected to a second round of public participation of at least 30 days as required by the 

legislation. 

 

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/energy-generation/
https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/energy-generation/
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In terms of Condition 5 of the Environmental Authorisation and Chapter 5 of the Environmental 

Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended, it is possible for an applicant to apply, in writing, 

to the competent authority for a change or deviation from the project description to be approved.  

Savannah Environmental has prepared a motivation report in support of this amendment application 

on behalf of Witberg West Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

The Revised Amendment Motivation Report is made available for a 30-day review and comment 

period from the Wednesday, 20 March 2019 to Tuesday, 23 April 2019.  The Revised Amendment 

Motivation Report is also available at the Laingsburg Public Library (Van Riebeeck Street, Laingsburg) 

and can be downloaded from Savannah Environmental’s website 

(https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/energy-generation/).  As a reminder, the due 

date for written comment is Tuesday, 23 April 2019. Comments can be made as a written submission 

by fax, post or email.  The Revised Amendment Motivation Report and any relevant information / 

specialists’ reports is available on request, should this be required. 

 

All comments received on the Revised Amendment Motivation Report will be included in the Revised 

Amendment Motivation Report which will be submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs 

(DEA) for review and decision-making.   

 

Our team welcomes your participation and looks forward to your involvement throughout this 

process.  We also welcome you to share this information with any others that you feel will have a 

stake in the project and should be part of this process (such as occupiers of directly affected or 

surrounding properties, interest groups, community groups etc.). 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicolene Venter 

Public Participation and Social Consultant 

Email:  publicprocess@savannahsa.com 

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/energy-generation/
https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/energy-generation/
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DISTRIBUTION OF REVISED MOTIVATION REPORT (HARD 

COPIES AND/OR CDs) 

(To be included in Final Motivation Report) 


