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Basic Assessment Report in terms of the National Environmental 
Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), as amended, and the 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010.

Kindly note that:
 
1. This basic assessment report is a standard report that may be required by a competent authority in terms of 

the EIA Regulations, 2010 and is meant to streamline applications.  Please make sure that it is the report used 
by the particular competent authority for the activity that is being applied for.

2. The report must be typed w ithin the spaces provided in the form.  The size of the spaces provided are not 
necessarily indicative of the amount of information to be provided. The report is in the form of a table that can 
extend itself as each space is filled w ith typing.

 
3. Where applicable tick the boxes that are applicable or black out the boxes that are not applicable in the report. 
 
4. An incomplete report may be returned to the applicant for revision.  

5. The use of “not applicable” in the report must be done w ith circumspection because if it is used in respect of 
material information that is required by the competent authority for assessing the application, it may result in the 
rejection of the application as provided for in the regulations.  

 
6. This report must be handed in at offices of the relevant competent authority as determined by each authority. 

7. No faxed or e-mailed reports w ill be accepted.  

8. The report must be compiled by an independent environmental assessment practitioner. 
 
9. Unless protected by law , all information in the report w ill become public information on receipt by the competent 

authority.  Any interested and affected party should be provided w ith the information contained in this report on 
request, during any stage of the application process.  

10. A competent authority may require that for specified types of activities in defined situations only parts of this 
report need to be completed.
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SECTION A: ACTIVITY INFORMATION 
Has a specialist been consulted to assist w ith the completion of this section? NO
If YES, please complete form XX for each specialist thus appointed:
Any specialist reports must be contained in Appendix D. 

1. ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

Describe the activity, w hich is being applied for, in detail:

The proposed project will consists of the construction of a road and 
associated infrastructure to link Blaauwskop Community with the existing 
R359 road.

The activities being applied for as part of this Basic Assessment Report, 
includes the construction of a road, outside urban areas with a reserve wider 
than 13.5 m, as listed as Activity 22 (i) in notice R544.
 
Take note of the following: 
The road will be 7m (proposed maximum) wide, a 1m gravel shoulder and a 
road reserve of 33m 
It is proposed that a bridge will be constructed over a man-made water 
channel that forms part of an irrigation scheme of the area
The dimensions of the reinforced concrete bridge will be 3m (length) x 7m 
(width) x 0.3m (slab thickness)
Storm water management measures will be implemented, where necessary 
by means of concrete drifts or storm pipe culverts 
The road reserve will be fenced off by means of a 1.5m high stock proof 
fence
The road will be paved with 60mm interlocking paving blocks, if funding is 
approved by MIG

The construction phase will mainly consist of:
Clearance of the proposed road-area
Levelling the proposed road-area
Implementation of storm water management measures, where applicable
Construction of a bridge over the irrigation channel
Preparation of the proposed road surface area
Paving the road
Eradication of alien plants and other weeds 
Monitoring the occurrence of erosion 
Monitoring the re-establishment of natural occurring vegetation on the road 
reserve 

 
The operational phase will mainly consist of:
Usage of road by public
Maintenance 
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It is not anticipated that the proposed project will cease in the 
nearby future. However, if decommissioning is decided upon, a 
rehabilitation plan will be developed and will amongst other, include 
the following:
The demolishing of infrastructure and the rehabilitation of the site
The removal of construction rubble and other solid waste
No structures (mobile or otherwise) will be left behind, unless indicated in 
the rehabilitation plan 
The area will be ripped and levelled by using topsoil
Seeding with natural occurring vegetation will take place if the tempo of 
natural re-vegetation is insufficient
Note that the end-use of the area will be kept in mind during the compilation 
of the rehabilitation plan

2. FEASIBLE AND REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES

“alternatives”, in relation to a proposed activity, means different means of meeting the general purpose and 
requirements of the activity, w hich may include alternatives to—
(a) the property on w hich or location w here it is proposed to undertake the activity;
(b) the type of activity to be undertaken; 
(c) the design or layout of the activity;
(d) the technology to be used in the activity;
(e) the operational aspects of the activity; and
(f) the option of not implementing the activity.

Describe alternatives that are considered in this application. Alternatives should include a consideration of all 
possible means by w hich the purpose and need of the proposed activity could be accomplished in the specific 
instance taking account of the interest of the applicant in the activity.  The no-go alternative must in all cases be 
included in the assessment phase as the baseline against w hich the impacts of the other alternatives are assessed.  
The determination of w hether site or activity (including different processes etc.) or both is appropriate needs to be 
informed by the specific circumstances of the activity and its environment. After receipt of this report the competent 
authority may also request the applicant to assess additional alternatives that could possibly accomplish the purpose 
and need of the proposed activity if it is clear that realistic alternatives have not been considered to a reasonable 
extent.
 
Paragraphs 3 – 13 below should be completed for each alternative.
 
3. ACTIVITY POSITION
 
Indicate the position of the activity using the latitude and longitude of the centre point of the site for each alternative 
site.  The co-ordinates should be in degrees and decimal minutes. The minutes should have at least three decimals 
to ensure adequate accuracy. The projection that must be used in all cases is the WGS84 spheroid in a national or 
local projection.
List alternative sites if applicable.
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NOTE: 
Please take note of the description of the preferred project as well as the 
alternatives.

Preferred project (Alternative S1Preferred): 
The preferred project entails the construction of approximately 440m paved 
road (one lane in each direction) from the R359 towards Blaauwskop 
Community. As part is this alternative, a bridge will be constructed over an 
irrigation channel. Additional storm water measures will be implemented, 
where necessary. 

Locality Alternative (Alternative S2Locality):
An alternative route was also assessed during the planning phase. 
However, this route will lead to the loss of more agricultural land as the 
area between the proposed alternative and the existing fence (northern 
side) is too small for any agricultural activities. Please refer to the map 
below.  The alternative route can therefore not be seen as a feasible and / 
or reasonable alternative.

Preferred route
Alternative route
Land to be 
bought if 
alternative route 
is decided upon 
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Alternative:  

Latitude (S): Longitude (E):
Alternative S11 (preferred or only site alternative) o ‘ o ‘
Alternative S2 (if any) o ‘ o ‘
Alternative S3 (if any) o ‘ o ‘
In the case of linear activities:
Alternative: Latitude (S): Longitude (E):
Alternative S1Preferred(preferred or only route alternative)  

Starting point of the activity 28o 39.756‘ 21o 5.850'
Middle point of the activity 28o 39.804' 21o 5.930' 
End point of the activity 28o 39.889‘ 21o 6.079’ 

Alternative S4Technology
 

Starting point of the activity 28o 39.756‘ 21o 5.850'
Middle point of the activity 28o 39.804' 21o 5.930'
End point of the activity 28o 39.889‘ 21o 6.079’ 

Alternative S3 (if any)  
Starting point of the activity o ‘ o ‘
Middle point of the activity o ‘ o ‘

                                                 
1 “Alternative S..” refer to site alternatives.

Design Alternative (Alternative S3Design): 
A road reserve of 10m instead of the preferred 33m was investigated.  
A smaller reserve will lead to less vegetation destruction. However, a 
smaller reserve will also lead to a safety issue as it is anticipated that many 
individuals from the Blaauwskop Community will walk to and from the R359 
by making use of the proposed new road reserve. A larger reserve is also 
necessary due to the position of the existing Telkom electronic equipment. 
Therefore, this alternative cannot be seen as a feasible and / or reasonable 
alternative.

Technology Alternative (Alternative S4Technology):
Construction of a gravel road was also considered. 
This option is the most economically, in the immediate terms. 
However:
 Less employment opportunities will be available during the construction 
phase
 Erosion monitoring will have to be undertaken more often than in the case 
of the preferred project monitoring
General maintenance after each rainy event will have to be implemented 
in order to maintain the condition of the road
 Dust formation should be controlled during the operational phase
Maintenance of gravel roads is required regularly, in comparison to paved 
surfaces

No-go alternative:
 Members from the Blaauwskop Community will have to drive on a poor 
maintained road to gain access to the R359 and pedestrians will have to 
walk longer distances to the R359 
 The community is not connected to the R359 and access to the settlement 
is not possible besides by foot. It is imperative that this community is 
provided with a suitable access road to and from the R359.
 The ‘no-go’ alternative will be considered throughout the assessment of 
the proposed project
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End point of the activity o ‘ o ‘

For route alternatives that are longer than 500m, please provide an addendum w ith co-ordinates taken every 250 
meters along the route for each alternative alignment. 
 
4. PHYSICAL SIZE OF THE ACTIVITY
 
Indicate the physical size of the preferred activity/technology as well as alternative activities/technologies (footprints): 
Alternative:  Size of the activity:
Alternative A12 (preferred activity alternative)

Alternative A2 (if any) m2

Alternative A3 (if any) m2

or, for linear activities:
Alternative: Length of the activity:
Alternative S1Preferred  3 080 m2 (road)

14 520 m2 (road, 
including reserve) 

Alternative S4Technology 3 080 m2 (road)
14 520 m2 (road, 
including reserve)

 
Indicate the size of the alternative sites or servitudes (w ithin w hich the above footprints w ill occur):
Alternative:  Size of the site/servitude: 
Alternative S1Preferred 14 520 m2 
Alternative S4Technology  14 520 m2

Alternative A3 (if any) m2

5. SITE ACCESS 

Does ready access to the site exist? YES
If NO, w hat is the distance over w hich a new  access road w ill be built m
 
Describe the type of access road planned:

The contractors will make use of the existing R359 road to gain access to the 
site.
Include the position of the access road on the site plan and required map, as w ell as an indication of the road in 
relation to the site. 

6. SITE OR ROUTE PLAN 

A detailed site or route plan(s) must be prepared for each alternative site or alternative activity. It must be attached as 
Appendix A to this document. 

The site or route plans must indicate the follow ing: 
6.1 the scale of the plan w hich must be at least a scale of 1:500;
6.2  the property boundaries and numbers of all the properties w ithin 50 metres of the site; 
6.3  the current land use as w ell as the land use zoning of each of the properties adjoining the site or sites; 
6.4 the exact position of each element of the application as w ell as any other structures on the site; 
6.5 the position of services, including electricity supply cables (indicate above or underground), w ater supply 

pipelines, boreholes, street lights, sew age pipelines, storm w ater infrastructure and telecommunication 
infrastructure; 

6.6 all trees and shrubs taller than 1.8 metres;  
6.7 w alls and fencing including details of the height and construction material; 
6.8 servitudes indicating the purpose of the servitude;  
6.9 sensitive environmental elements w ithin 100 metres of the site or sites including (but not limited thereto):

rivers;
the 1:100 year flood line (w here available or w here it is required by DWA);
ridges;
cultural and historical features;
areas w ith indigenous vegetation (even if it is degraded or invested w ith alien species); 

2 “Alternative A..” refer to activity, process, technology or other alternatives.
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6.9 for gentle slopes the 1 metre contour intervals must be indicated on the plan and w henever the slope of the 
site exceeds 1:10, the 500mm contours must be indicated on the plan; and

6.10 the positions from w here photographs of the site w ere taken. 

7. SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
Colour photographs from the centre of the site must be taken in at least the eight major compass directions w ith a 
description of each photograph.  Photographs must be attached under Appendix B to this form.  It must be 
supplemented w ith additional photographs of relevant features on the site, if applicable.
 
 
8. FACILITY ILLUSTRATION

A detailed illustration of the activity must be provided at a scale of 1:200 as Appendix C for activities that include 
structures.  The illustrations must be to scale and must represent a realistic image of the planned activity.  The 
illustration must give a representative view  of the activity.
 
9. ACTIVITY MOTIVATION 
 
9(a) Socio-economic value of the activity
What is the expected capital value of the activity on completion? R 2 760 000
What is the expected yearly income that w ill be generated by or as a result of the activity? None
Will the activity contribute to service infrastructure? YES
Is the activity a public amenity? YES
How  many new  employment opportunities w ill be created in the development phase of the 
activity? Unknown, 

depending 
on the 
contractor 
to be 
appointed 

What is the expected value of the employment opportunities during the development phase? R 270 000
What percentage of this w ill accrue to previously disadvantaged individuals? None
How  many permanent new  employment opportunities w ill be created during the operational 
phase of the activity? None
What is the expected current value of the employment opportunities during the first 10 years? None, 

except 
during the 
construction 
phase, as 
mentioned 
above

What percentage of this w ill accrue to previously disadvantaged individuals? NA

9(b) Need and desirability of the activity 
 
Motivate and explain the need and desirability of the activity (including demand for the activity):

Members from the Blaauwskop Community currently access the R359 by foot or 
by means of a detour. 

A need exists to provide the Blaauwskop Community with a good access road 
that will ensure the safety of travelers (and pedestrians) to and from Blaauwskop 
Community.
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Indicate any benefits that the activity w ill have for society in general:

Taxis and other vehicles will be able to gain access to the Blaauwskop 
Community. This will aid the community members working elsewhere to be 
on time for work, being beneficial for the society in general.
Employment opportunities will possibly be available during the construction 
phase. 
 
 
Indicate any benefits that the activity w ill have for the local communities w here the activity w ill be located:

Possible employment opportunities will be created during the construction 
period.
The salary received by the employed community members will be used to buy 
food, clothes, etc. from the shops in the nearby vicinity. 
Taxis and other vehicles will be able to gain access to the Blaauwskop 
Community. This will benefit the local community, especially the elderly and / 
or ill.


1. Does the proposed land use / development fit the surrounding area? YES 
2. Does the proposed land use / development conform to the relevant 

structure plans, SDF and planning visions for the area?
YES 

3. Will the benefits of the proposed land use / development outweigh 
the negative impacts of it?

YES

4. If the answer to any of the questions 1-3 was NO, please provide further motivation / 
explanation:   

5. Will the proposed land use / development impact on the sense of 
place?

 NO 

6. Will the proposed land use / development set a precedent? NO
7. Will any person’s rights be affected by the proposed land use / 

development?
NO

8. Will the proposed land use / development compromise the “urban 
edge”?

NO

9. If the answer to any of the question 5-8 was YES, please provide further motivation / 
explanation.   

 
 

1. Will the land use / development have any benefits for society in general? YES
2. Explain:   

The proposed road will increase road safety to and from Blaauwskop 
Community. 

3. Will the land use / development have any benefits for the local 
communities where it will be located? 

YES

4. Explain:   
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The local community will have a safer road to travel by after completion 
of the proposed road.
Employment opportunities will possibly be available during the 
construction phase.
The salary received by the employed community members will be used 
to buy food, clothes, etc. from the shops in the nearby vicinity. Thus, 
the community in general will benefit economically from the project.

 
10. APPLICABLE LEGISLATION, POLICIES AND/OR GUIDELINES 

List all legislation, policies and/or guidelines of any sphere of government that are applicable to the application as 
contemplated in the EIA regulations, if applicable:
 
Title of legislation, policy or guideline: Administering authority: Date: 

National Environment Conservation Act 
(Act 73 of 1989)

National Environmental Management Act 
(Act 107 of 1998)

National Roads Act (Act 54 of 1971)

National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 
1999)

National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998)

Fencing Act, 1963 (Act 31 of 1963)
 

Subdivision of Agricultural Land Act (Act 
10 of 1970)
 
 
Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act, 
1983 (Act 43 of 1983)

DENC 

DENC 

Roads and Public 
Works, NC

SAHRA

DWA

Agriculture, Land 
Reform and Rural 
Development, NC

Agriculture, Land 
Reform and Rural 
Development, NC

Agriculture, Land 
Reform and Rural 
Development, NC

1989

1998

1971

1999

1998

1963

1970

1983

11. WASTE, EFFLUENT, EMISSION AND NOISE MANAGEMENT  
 

11(a) Solid waste management
Will the activity produce solid construction w aste during the construction/initiation phase? YES
If yes, w hat estimated quantity w ill be produced per month? 2m3

How  w ill the construction solid w aste be disposed of (describe)? 

The solid construction waste will be disposed of at an authorised solid waste 
disposal site, by the contractor
Where w ill the construction solid w aste be disposed of (describe)?

At an authorized solid waste disposal site in Upington
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Will the activity produce solid w aste during its operational phase? NO
If yes, w hat estimated quantity w ill be produced per month? m3

How  w ill the solid w aste be disposed of (describe)?

NA
Where w ill the solid w aste be disposed if it does not feed into a municipal w aste stream (describe)?

NA
If the solid w aste (construction or operational phases) w ill not be disposed of in a registered landfill site or be taken 
up in a municipal w aste stream, then the applicant should consult w ith the competent authority to determine w hether 
it is necessary to change to an application for scoping and EIA.
Can any part of the solid w aste be classified as hazardous in terms of the relevant legislation? NO
If yes, inform the competent authority and request a change to an application for scoping and EIA. 
Is the activity that is being applied for a solid w aste handling or treatment facility? NO  
If yes, then the applicant should consult w ith the competent authority to determine w hether it is necessary to change 
to an application for scoping and EIA. 

11(b) Liquid effluent 
 
Will the activity produce effluent, other than normal sew age, that w ill be disposed of in a municipal 
sew age system? NO
If yes, w hat estimated quantity w ill be produced per month? m3 
Will the activity produce any effluent that w ill be treated and/or disposed of on site? NO
If yes, the applicant should consult w ith the competent authority to determine w hether it is necessary to change to an 
application for scoping and EIA. 
Will the activity produce effluent that w ill be treated and/or disposed of at another facility?  NO
If yes, provide the particulars of the facility:   
Facility name: NA
Contact person:
Postal address: 
Postal code:
Telephone: Cell:
E-mail: Fax:
Describe the measures that w ill be taken to ensure the optimal reuse or recycling of w aste w ater, if any:

 

NOTE:
Employees will be provided with temporary toilet facilities (such as port-a-
loos) during the construction phase of the proposed project. The temporary 
toilets will be serviced regularly and the waste associated with the toilet 
facilities will be removed from site by a contractor, according to best 
practices. 
 
11(c) Emissions into the atmosphere 
 
Will the activity release emissions into the atmosphere? NO 
If yes, is it controlled by any legislation of any sphere of government?
If yes, the applicant should consult w ith the competent authority to determine w hether it is 
necessary to change to an application for scoping and EIA. 
If no, describe the emissions in terms of type and concentration:

NOTE:
The only emissions associated with the project during the construction phase 
will be exhaust emission and dust. Dust will be controlled during the 
construction phase, when necessary. The vehicles travelling on the road will 
contribute to the emissions released into the atmosphere during the 
operational phase of the proposed project. However, these emissions are not 
controlled by any legislation.
 
11(d) Generation of noise
 
Will the activity generate noise? YES
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If yes, is it controlled by any legislation of any sphere of government? NO
If yes, the applicant should consult w ith the competent authority to determine w hether it is 
necessary to change to an application for scoping and EIA.  
If no, describe the noise in terms of type and level:

NOTE:
Noise will be associated with the proposed project during the construction 
phase. However, the noise will be limited to normal daytime hours.
Vehicles travelling on the road during the operational phase may contribute to 
the noise levels in the area. However, it is not anticipated that this will have a 
significant impact on the surrounding environment.

12. WATER USE 
 
 

NOTE:
Municipal water will be used during the construction activities for the 
following:
- Providing clean drinking water to the employees
- Dust suppression measures, when required
- As part of the preparation of the road surface before paving is undertaken
 
 
Please indicate the source(s) of w ater that w ill be used for the activity by ticking the appropriate box(es)

municipal w ater board groundw ater river, stream, dam 
or lake

other the activity w ill not use 
w ater

If w ater is to be extracted from groundw ater, river, stream, dam, lake or any other natural feature, please indicate
the volume that w ill be extracted per month: Unknown
Does the activity require a w ater use permit from the Department of Water Affairs? NO
If yes, please submit the necessary application to the Department of Water Affairs and attach proof thereof to this 
application if it has been submitted. 
 
13. ENERGY EFFICIENCY
 
Describe the design measures, if any, that have been taken to ensure that the activity is energy efficient:

NA 
Describe how  alternative energy sources have been taken into account or been built into the design of the activity, if 
any:

NA
 
 

SECTION B: SITE/AREA/PROPERTY
DESCRIPTION
 
Important notes: 

1. For linear activities (pipelines, etc) as w ell as activities that cover very large sites, it may be necessary to 
complete this section for each part of the site that has a significantly different environment.  In such cases 
please complete copies of Section C and indicate the area, w hich is covered by each copy No. on the Site 
Plan.

 
Section C Copy No. (e.g. A):  

2. Paragraphs 1 - 6 below  must be completed for each alternative.
 

3. Has a specialist been consulted to assist w ith the completion of this section? NO 
If YES, please complete form XX for each specialist thus appointed:
All specialist reports must be contained in Appendix D.
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1. GRADIENT OF THE SITE

Indicate the general gradient of the site. 
Alternative S1Preferred: 

Flat 1:50 – 1:20 1:20 – 1:15 1:15 – 1:10 1:10 – 1:7,5 1:7,5 – 1:5 Steeper than 1:5

Alternative S4Technology :
Flat 1:50 – 1:20 1:20 – 1:15 1:15 – 1:10 1:10 – 1:7,5 1:7,5 – 1:5 Steeper than 1:5

Alternative S3 (if any):
Flat 1:50 – 1:20 1:20 – 1:15 1:15 – 1:10 1:10 – 1:7,5 1:7,5 – 1:5 Steeper than 1:5 

2. LOCATION IN LANDSCAPE

Indicate the landform(s) that best describes the site:

2.1 Ridgeline
2.2 Plateau
2.3 Side slope of hill/mountain 
2.4 Closed valley 
2.5 Open valley

2.6 Plain  
2.7 Undulating plain / low  hills 
2.8 Dune
2.9 Seafront
 
 

3. GROUNDWATER, SOIL AND GEOLOGICAL STABILITY OF THE SITE

Is the site(s) located on any of the follow ing (tick the appropriate boxes)?

S1Preferred: S4Technology:
Alternative S3 (if 
any):

Shallow  w ater table (less than 1.5m 
deep) NO NO YES NO 

Dolomite, sinkhole or doline areas
 NO NO YES NO

Seasonally w et soils (often close to 
w ater bodies) NO NO YES NO

Unstable rocky slopes or steep 
slopes w ith loose soil NO NO YES NO 

Dispersive soils (soils that dissolve 
in w ater) NO NO YES NO

Soils w ith high clay content (clay 
fraction more than 40%) NO NO YES NO 

Any other unstable soil or geological 
feature NO NO YES NO

An area sensitive to erosion YES YES YES NO

 
If you are unsure about any of the above or if you are concerned that any of the above aspects may be an issue of 
concern in the application, an appropriate specialist should be appointed to assist in the completion of this section. 
(Information in respect of the above w ill often be available as part of the project information or at the planning 
sections of local authorities.  Where it exists, the 1:50 000 scale Regional Geotechnical Maps prepared by the 
Council for Geo Science may also be consulted).

4. GROUNDCOVER

Indicate the types of groundcover present on the site:
 
4.1 Natural veld – good condition E
4.2 Natural veld – scattered aliens E

4.3 Natural veld w ith heavy alien infestation E

4.4 Veld dominated by alien species E 
4.5 Gardens 
4.6 Sport field
4.7 Cultivated land
4.8 Paved surface
4.9 Building or other structure

4.10 Bare soil
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The location of all identified rare or endangered species or other elements should be accurately indicated on the site 
plan(s).
 

Natural veld - good 
conditionE

Natural 
veld with 
scattered 
aliensE

Natural veld with 
heavy alien 
infestationE

Veld dominated by 
alien speciesE Gardens 

Sport field Cultivated land Paved surface Building or other 
structure Bare soil

 
If any of the boxes marked w ith an “E “is ticked, please consult an appropriate specialist to assist in the completion of 
this section if the environmental assessment practitioner doesn’t have the necessary expertise. 

NOTE:
The proposed road is situated on the eastern border of the Gariep Centre of 
Endemism. Many species occurring within this centre are unique and localised 
to this area. Development in such centres of endemism should be done with 
careful investigation of the biodiversity and species composition of the area. 
Areas with rare, endangered or endemic species and areas with high 
biodiversity should be avoided (where possible) when planning a 
development.

Though vegetation may seem to be uniform and low in diversity, it may still 
contain species that are rare and endangered. The occurrence of such species 
may render the development unviable. Should such a species be encountered, 
the development should be moved to another location or cease altogether. 

The Blaauwskop Community is situated more than 500m from the R359 
(tarred road). However, this community is not connected with this road and 
access to the settlement is only possible by foot, and it is imperative that this 
community is provided with a suitable access road to the mentioned tarred 
road.

The site and immediate surroundings are in a degraded condition. This is due 
to the large-scale transformation of the area for the cultivation of vineyards. 
The nearby settlement of Blaauwskop also uses the area as an access route 
although only as footway and this also degrades the area. 
 
The dominant vegetation consists of dwarf shrubs and a variety of grasses, 
although these never dominate. 

The site does not form part of a National Protected Areas Expansion Strategy 
(NPAES) Focus Area. The site is situated approximately 300m from the 
Orange River which is a National Freshwater Ecosystems Priority Area 
(NFEPA) and must be considered a sensitive area. However, the site is not 
considered to be situated within the floodplain of the river and does not play 
a vital role in the functioning of the river. The site is situated on the border of 
the Endangered (EN) Lower Gariep Alluvial Vegetation (AZa 3). However, this 
portion of the vegetation on the site is severely degraded and is not 
considered a viable portion of conservable vegetation.
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The site and immediate surroundings are in a degraded condition. This is 
primarily due to the adjacent vineyards and the disturbance caused by the 
edge effect associated therewith. The nearby settlement of Blaauwskop also 
causes degradation of the site and surroundings. Furthermore, this site has 
been infested by the exotic invader, Mesquite ( ) which 
further degrades the site. Despite the degraded condition of the site and 
surroundings there are several protected species present (see table below for 
an indication of the protected plant species in the area).
 
As a result of the degraded condition of the site and immediate surroundings 
it is considered acceptable for the construction of the proposed Blaauwskop 
paved road. In order to keep any environmental impacts that the construction 
of the road may have to a minimum, the recommendations as listed in this 
document as well as the EMPr should be adhered to. 
 
Refer to Appendix D for a copy of the Ecological Report.
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Table indicating some vegetation / plant species occurring in the study area: 
 

Vegetation 
/ plant 
species 

Status Discussion Mitigation measures

Bushmanland 
Arid 
Grassland 
(NKb 3)

Last Concern 
(LC), however

 

Lower Gariep 
Alluvial 
Vegetation 
(AZa 3)

Small portion of 
study area was 
previously 
considered to be 
endangered 
(EN) 

Severely degraded 
and infested with 
exotic Mesquite

(Canon Aloe) 

Protected Widespread and not 
considered to be 
rare but is 
considered to have 
some conservation 
value

A permit must be obtained for 
the removal of these species. 
Removed specimens should be 
transplanted to an area adjacent 
to the site where they will not 
be affected

Mesquite 
(

Invader
(Category II) 
according to the 
Conservation of 
Agricultural 
Resources Act, 
1983 (Act No. 
43 of 1983)

infested the 
northern parts of the 
studied area due to 
the degradation of 
the area caused by 
the access road used 
by Blaauwskop 
members, cultivation 
of vineyards in the 
nearby vicinity, etc. 
Major pest, 
especially in the 
Northern Cape

All specimens of this species on 
and around the site must be 
removed and destroyed and the 
area must be monitored for the 
germination of seedlings. Prior 
to construction the trees should 
be removed and all stumps must 
be treated with an herbicide 
(triclopyr or ticlopyr/picloram). 
Area should be monitored for 
seedling germination and 
coppicing of cleared trees must 
be removed.

Hemi 
parasite, 

,

Occurs 
commonly on 
trees and shrubs 
in the area

 

Camel Thorn 
(

)

Protected Widespread and not 
considered to be 
rare but are 
protected in the 
Northern Cape 
Province

A permit must be obtained for 
the removal of these species

Shepherds 
Tree (

)

Protected Widespread and not 
considered to be 
rare but are 
protected in the 
Northern Cape 
Province

A permit must be obtained for 
the removal of these species 
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5. LAND USE CHARACTER OF SURROUNDING AREA  
 
Indicate land uses and/or prominent features that does currently occur w ithin a 500m radius of the site and give 
description of how  this influences the application or may be impacted upon by the application:

5.1 Natural area

5.2 Low density residential
5.3 Medium density residential
5.4 High density residential

5.5 Informal residentialA
5.6 Retail commercial & w arehousing
5.7 Light industrial
5.8 Medium industrial AN

5.9 Heavy industrialAN

5.10 Pow er station
5.11 Office/consulting room
5.12 Military or police base/station/compound
5.13 Spoil heap or slimes damA

5.14 Quarry, sand or borrow  pit
5.15 Dam or reservoir
5.16 Hospital/medical centre 
5.17 School
5.18 Tertiary education facility
5.19 Church
5.20 Old age home
5.21 Sew age treatment plantA
5.22 Train station or shunting yardN

5.23 Railw ay line N

5.24 Major road (4 lanes or more) N 
5.25 Airport N 
5.26 Harbour
5.27 Sport facilities
5.28 Golf course
5.29 Polo fields 
5.30 Filling stationH

5.31 Landfill or w aste treatment site
5.32 Plantation
5.33 Agriculture  

5.34 River, stream or wetland  
5.35 Nature conservation area
5.36 Mountain, koppie or ridge
5.37 Museum
5.38 Historical building
5.39 Protected Area
5.40 Graveyard
5.41 Archaeological site 
5.42 Other land uses (describe) 
 
 
If any of the boxes marked w ith an “N “are ticked, how  this impact w ill / be impacted upon by the proposed activity. 

NOTE:
The road reserve of the proposed road will be sub-divided, re-zoned and 
transferred to Kai !Garib Municipality.
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If YES, specify and explain: The proposed road to be constructed will provide the 
local community with a link to the R359. 
Employment opportunities will be available during the 
construction phase, depending on the contractor to be 
used.
The salaries received by the employed community 
members will be used to buy food, clothes, etc. from the 
shops in the nearby vicinity. Thus, the community in 
general will benefit economically form the project.

Emissions associated with the project are exhaust 
emissions and dust to be generated due to the 
construction activities.

The vehicles travelling on the road will contribute to the 
emissions released into the atmosphere during the 
operational phase of the proposed project.

If any of the boxes marked w ith an "An" are ticked, how  w ill this impact / be impacted upon by the proposed activity.

If YES, specify and explain: NA
 
If any of the boxes marked w ith an "H" are ticked, how  w ill this impact / be impacted upon by the proposed activity.  

If YES, specify and explain: NA
 
6.  CULTURAL/HISTORICAL FEATURES
 

Are there any signs of culturally or historically significant elements, as defined in section 2 
of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999, (Act No. 25 of 1999), including NO 
Archaeological or paleontological sites, on or close (w ithin 20m) to the site? Uncertain
If YES, explain: 
If uncertain, conduct a specialist investigation by a recognised specialist in the field to establish w hether there is 
such a feature(s) present on or close to the site.
Briefly explain 
the findings of 
the specialist:

No archaeological sites, graves were found along the proposed 
route during the survey. 
There is also no evidence for the accumulation and 
preservation of intact fossil material within the residual deposits 
(topsoils). 
Historical buildings or structures older than 60 years are absent 
from the site. 
Potential impact archaeological heritage is considered very low.  
The probability of locating paleontological and archaeological 
heritage remains during the operational phase of the 
development is considered improbable.  
Refer to Appendix D for a copy of the Archaeological and 
Paleontological Report.

Will any building or structure older than 60 years be affected in any w ay? NO
Is it necessary to apply for a permit in terms of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 
(Act 25 of 1999)? NO
If yes, please submit or, make sure that the applicant or a specialist submits the necessary application to SAHRA or 
the relevant provincial heritage agency and attach proof thereof to this application if such application has been 
made. 
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SECTION C: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

1. ADVERTISEMENT  
 
The person conducting a public participation process must take into account any guidelines applicable to public 
participation as contemplated in section 24J of the Act and must give notice to all potential interested and affected 
parties of the application w hich is subjected to public participation by—

(a) fixing a notice board (of a size at least 60cm by 42cm; and must display the required information in 
lettering and in a format as may be determined by the competent authority) at a place conspicuous to the 
public at the boundary or on the fence of— 
(i) the site w here the activity to w hich the application relates is or is to be undertaken; and 

 (ii) any alternative site mentioned in the application; 
(b) giving w ritten notice to— 

(i) the ow ner or person in control of that land if the applicant is not the ow ner or person in control of 
the land;

(ii) the occupiers of the site w here the activity is or is to be undertaken or to any alternative site 
w here the activity is to be undertaken;

(iii) ow ners and occupiers of land adjacent to the site w here the activity is or is to be undertaken or to
any alternative site w here the activity is to be undertaken; 

(iv) the municipal councillor of the w ard in w hich the site or alternative site is situated and any 
organisation of ratepayers that represent the community in the area; 

(v) the municipality w hich has jurisdiction in the area; 
(vi) any organ of state having jurisdiction in respect of any aspect of the activity; and
(vii) any other party as required by the competent authority;

(c) placing an advertisement in—
 (i) one local new spaper; or  

(ii) any official Gazette that is published specifically for the purpose of providing public notice of 
applications or other submissions made in terms of these Regulations;  

(d) placing an advertisement in at least one provincial new spaper or national new spaper, if the activity has or 
may have an impact that extends beyond the boundaries of the metropolitan or local municipality in w hich it 
is or w ill be undertaken: Provided that this paragraph need not be complied w ith if an advertisement has 
been placed in an official Gazettereferred to in subregulation 54(c)(ii); and

(e) using reasonable alternative methods, as agreed to by the competent authority, in those instances where a 
person is desiring of but unable to participate in the process due to— 
(i) illiteracy; 
(ii) disability; or
(iii) any other disadvantage.

2. CONTENT OF ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES 
 
A notice board, advertisement or notices must:
 
(a) indicate the details of the application w hich is subjected to public participation; and 
(b) state—

(i) that the application has been submitted to the competent authority in terms of these Regulations, 
as the case may be;

(ii) w hether basic assessment or scoping procedures are beingapplied to the application, in the case 
of an application for environmental authorisation; 

(iii) the nature and location of the activity to  w hich the application relates; 
(iv) w here further information on the application or activity can be obtained; and 
(iv) the manner in w hich and the person to w hom representations in respect of the application may 

be made.

3. PLACEMENT OF ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES
 
Where the proposed activity may have impacts that extend beyond the municipal area w here it is located, a notice 
must be placed in at least one provincial new spaper or national new spaper, indicating that an application w ill be 
submitted to the competent authority in terms of these regulations, the nature and location of the activity, w here 
further information on the proposed activity can be obtained and the manner in w hich representations in respect of 
the application can be made, unless a notice has been placed in any Gazette that is published specifically for the 
purpose of providing notice to the public of applications made in terms of the EIA regulations.  
 
Advertisements and notices must make provision for all alternatives. 
 

4. DETERMINATION OF APPROPRIATE MEASURES

The practitioner must ensure that the public participation is adequate and must determine w hether a public meeting 
or any other additional measure is appropriate or not based on the particular nature of each case.  Special attention 
should be given to the involvement of local community structures such as Ward Committees, ratepayers associations 
and traditional authorities w here appropriate. Please note that public concerns that emerge at a later stage that 
should have been addressed maycause the competent authority to w ithdraw any authorisation it may have issued if 
it becomes apparent that the public participation process w as inadequate.
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5. COMMENTS AND RESPONSE REPORT
 
The practitioner must record all comments and respond to each comment of the public before the application is 
submitted.  The comments and responses must be captured in a comments and response report as prescribed in the 
EIA regulations and be attached to this application. The comments and response report must be attached under 
Appendix E.

6. AUTHORITY PARTICIPATION

Authorities are key interested and affected parties in each application and no decision on any application w ill be 
made before the relevant local authority is provided w ith the opportunity to give input.  The planning and the 
environmental sections of the local authority must be informed of the application at least 30 (thirty) calendar days 
before the submission of the application.

List of authorities informed:

The Department: Roads and Public Works, Northen Cape Province
The Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 
Development, NC
Siyanda District Municipality
Kai !Garib Local Municipality
Relevant ward councillor
Blaauwskop Agricultural Association
Blaauwskop Irrigation Board 
SAHRA

 
List of authorities from w hom comments have been received:

The Department: Roads and Public Works, Northen Cape Province
 No objection, if certain conditions are adhered to. Please refer to 
Appendix E3 for further information.

Blaauwskop Irrigation Board 
 No objection. Please refer to Appendix E3 for proof of comments 
received.

No comments from other parties have been received to date. 
All comments received will be included in the Final BAR.

 
 
7. CONSULTATION WITH OTHER STAKEHOLDERS  

Note that, for linear activities, or w here deviation from the public participation requirements may be appropriate, the 
person conducting the public participation process may deviate from the requirements of that sub regulation to the 
extent and in the manner as may be agreed to by the competent authority.
 
Any stakeholder that has a direct interest in the site or property, such as servitude holders and service providers, 
should be informed of the application at least 30 (thirty) calendar days before the submission of the application and 
be provided w ith the opportunity to comment.

Has any comment been received from stakeholders? NO
If “YES”, briefly describe the feedback below  (also attach copies of any correspondence to and from the 
stakeholders to this application): 

NA
SECTION D: IMPACT ASSESSMENT

The assessment of impacts must adhere to the minimum requirements in the EIA Regulations, 2010, and should take 
applicable official guidelines into account.  The issues raised by interested and affected parties should also be 
addressed in the assessment of impacts.
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1. ISSUES RAISED BY INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES

List the main issues raised by interested and affected parties. 
NOTE:
No comments from identified IAP’s have been received to date, other than 
mentioned above.
All comments received will be included in the Final BAR.
 
Response from the practitioner to the issues raised by the interested and affected parties (A full response must be 
given in the Comments and Response Report that must be attached to this report):

NA
 
2. IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE PLANNING AND DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, 
OPERATIONAL, DECOMMISSIONING AND CLOSURE PHASES AS WELL AS PROPOSED MANAGEMENT OF 
IDENTIFIED IMPACTS AND PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES

List the potential direct, indirect and cumulative property/activity/design/technology/operational alternative related 
impacts (as appropriate) that are likely to occur as a result of the planning and design phase, construction phase, 
operational phase, decommissioning and closure phase, including impacts relating to the choice of 
site/activity/technology alternatives as w ell as the mitigation measures that may eliminate or reduce the potential 
impacts listed. 
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S1Preferred – Paved Road

 Potential Impacts Recommended Mitigation Measures 
P

la
nn

in
g 

an
d 

D
es

ig
n Direct Impacts No impacts expected 

None  
Indirect Impacts 

None
Cumulative Impacts

None
No-go alternative 

None

C
on

st
ru

ct
io

n Direct Impacts Vegetation clearance will be limited to 
the area identified for the construction 
of the road as well as the road reserve, 
where needed
A permit for the removal of protected 
plant species will be obtained before 
the removal of these species.
Establishment of alien vegetation will 
be monitored and alien species will be 
removed by hand or by an approved 
chemical before seeding thereof takes 
place
Storm water measures will be 
implemented in order to manage storm 
water and this will also prevent erosion
Visual inspections for the occurrence of 
erosion should be undertaken on a 
weekly basis 
Speed limit will be enforced on the 
construction vehicles and these 
vehicles will only make use of 
designated roads / pathways
Dust control measures will be 
implemented if nuisance dust 
generation occurs during the 
construction period 
No waste (general / construction / 
potential hazardous / etc.) may be 
dumped in the veld
Covered receptacles will be available 
on site for the temporary disposal of 
waste 
Waste will be removed from site and 
disposed of at an authorised landfill 
site 

Destruction of vegetation
Noise elevation due to 
construction activities
Nuisance dust generation

Indirect Impacts
Potential erosion of exposed 
soil 
Establishment of alien / 
invader vegetation on 
disturbed areas (proposed 
road as well as the road 
reserve)
Dumping of construction 
rubble and general waste on 
site
Spillage of material to be 
utilised during the 
construction phase as well as 
untreated sewage to the 
surrounding environment 
Surface and groundwater 
pollution due to spillage of 
potential hazardous 
substances such as hydraulic 
material and untreated 
sewage 

Cumulative Impacts
None

No-go alternative 
Traffic congestion at the 
existing, poor maintained 
access road
Pedestrians will have to walk 
long distances to gain access 
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S1Preferred – Paved Road
 Potential Impacts Recommended Mitigation Measures 

to the R359 
No opportunity for socio-
economic development that 
is associated with the 
proposed construction of the 
said road

O
pe

ra
ti

on
al This phase consists of the 

use of the proposed road by 
the public.
This will result in the 
deterioration of the road in 
the long term
Establishment of alien / 
invader species due to 
previous disturbance

Maintenance and repair will be 
undertaken on the road, when 
necessary
Establishment of alien vegetation will 
be monitored and alien species will be 
removed by hand or by an approved 
chemical before seeding thereof takes 
place 

D
ec

om
m

is
si

on
in

g 
an

d 
C

lo
su

re Activities associated with the decommissioning phase will be limited to 
the rehabilitation of areas disturbed during the construction phase, other 
than the constructed road. All disturbed areas will be rehabilitated to its 
natural status.

Direct Impacts All temporary infrastructure related to 
the construction phase will be removed 
from site 
Temporary concrete surfaces will be 
removed and compacted areas ripped
The establishment of natural occurring 
vegetation will be encouraged in the 
road reserve area
No waste will be dumped on site and 
any waste occurring on site will be 
removed and disposed of according to 
best practices 
Establishment of extensive alien 
species will be monitored
A rehabilitation plan will be developed, 
if it is decided to rehabilitate the road
The rehabilitation plan will include 
management and mitigation measures 
to be implemented during the 
decommissioning of the road.

No impact
Indirect Impacts

Potential erosion of exposed 
soil
Potential dumping of waste 
on site
Potential establishment of 
alien vegetation in 
rehabilitated areas

Cumulative Impacts
None

No-go alternative
The ‘no-go’ alternative will 
not result in any 
environmental impacts.
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S4Technology – Gravel Road

 Potential Impacts Recommended Mitigation Measures 
P

la
nn

in
g 

an
d 

D
es

ig
n Direct Impacts No impacts expected 

None  
Indirect Impacts 

None
Cumulative Impacts

None
No-go alternative 

None

C
on

st
ru

ct
io

n Direct Impacts Vegetation clearance will be limited to 
the area identified for the construction 
of the road as well as the road reserve, 
where needed
Establishment of alien vegetation will 
be monitored and alien species will be 
removed by hand or by an approved 
chemical before seeding thereof takes 
place
A permit for the removal of protected 
plant species will be obtained before 
the removal of these species.
Storm water measures will be 
implemented in order to manage storm 
water and this will also prevent erosion
Visual inspections for the occurrence of 
erosion should be undertaken on a 
weekly basis 
Speed limit will be enforced on the 
construction vehicles and these 
vehicles will only make use of 
designated roads / pathways
Dust control measures will be 
implemented if nuisance dust 
generation occurs during the 
construction period 
No waste (general / construction / 
potential hazardous / etc.) may be 
dumped in the veld
Covered receptacles will be available 
on site for the temporary disposal of 
waste 
Waste will be removed from site and 
disposed of at an authorised landfill 
site 

Destruction of vegetation
Noise elevation due to 
construction activities
Nuisance dust generation

Indirect Impacts
Potential erosion of exposed 
soil 
Establishment of alien/ 
invader vegetation on 
disturbed areas (proposed 
road as well as the road 
reserve)
Dumping of construction 
rubble and general waste on 
site
Spillage of material to be 
utilised during the 
construction phase as well as 
untreated sewage to the 
surrounding environment 
Surface and groundwater 
pollution due to spillage of 
potential hazardous 
substances such as hydraulic 
material and untreated 
sewage 

Cumulative Impacts
None

No-go alternative 
Traffic congestion at the 
existing, poor maintained 
access road
Pedestrians will have to walk 
long distances to gain access 
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to the R359
No opportunity for socio-
economic development that 
is associated with the 
proposed construction of the 
said road

O
pe

ra
ti

on
al This phase consists of the 

use of the proposed road by 
the public.
This will result in the 
deterioration of the road in
the long term 
Establishment of alien / 
invader species due to 
previous disturbance

Dust control measures will be 
implemented if nuisance dust 
generation occurs during the 
operational phase
The road condition will be monitored 
after each rainy event and repaired as 
soon as possible 
This is due to the following:

 Safety hazards caused by wet road 
surface
Environmental impacts associated 
with storm water run-off and 
erosion

Maintenance and repair will be 
undertaken on the road, when 
necessary
Establishment of alien vegetation will 
be monitored and alien species will be 
removed by hand or by an approved 
chemical before seeding thereof takes 
place 

D
ec

om
m

is
si

on
in

g 
an

d 
C

lo
su

re Activities associated with the decommissioning phase will be limited to 
the rehabilitation of areas disturbed during the construction phase, other 
than the constructed road. All disturbed areas will be rehabilitated to its 
natural status. 

Direct Impacts All temporary infrastructure related to 
the construction phase will be removed 
from site
Temporary concrete surfaces will be 
removed and compacted areas ripped
The establishment of natural occurring 
vegetation will be encouraged in the 
road reserve area
No waste will be dumped on site and 
any waste occurring on site will be 
removed and disposed of according to 
best practices
Establishment of extensive alien 
species will be monitored
A rehabilitation plan will be developed, 
if it is decided to rehabilitate the road 

No impact
Indirect Impacts 

Potential erosion of exposed 
soil
Potential dumping of waste 
on site
Potential establishment of 
alien vegetation in 
rehabilitated areas 

Cumulative Impacts
None

No-go alternative 
The ‘no-go’ alternative will 
not result in any 
environmental impacts.
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The rehabilitation plan will include 
management and mitigation measures 
to be implemented during the 
decommissioning of the road.

 
 
3. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
 
Taking the assessment of potential impacts into account, please provide an environmental impact statement that 
summarises the impact that the proposed activity and its alternatives may have on the environment after the 
management and mitigation of impacts have been taken into account, w ith specific reference to types of impact, 
duration of impacts, likelihood of potential impacts actually occurring and the significance of impacts. 
 

No major impacts are anticipated with regard to the site.
Possible impacts during the construction and operational phases can be 
mitigated and managed if the Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) 
in Appendix F is adhered to. 

Alternative S1Preferred

Establishment of alien vegetation will be monitored and alien species will be 
removed by hand or by an approved chemical before seeding thereof takes 
place 
Storm water measures will be implemented in order to manage storm water 
and this will also prevent erosion
Possible impacts anticipated during the construction and operational phases 
can be kept to a minimum with proper management and if the 
recommendations of the EMPr in Appendix F are adhered to. 

Alternative S4Technology 
All of the above, including:

Dust control measures will be implemented if nuisance dust generation 
occurs during the operational phase
The road condition will be monitored after each rainy event and repaired as 
soon as possible 
This is due to the following:

- Safety hazards caused by wet road surface 
- Environmental impacts associated with storm water run-off and erosion

 

NOTE:
Impacts associated with the construction phase of A lternative S1Preferred and 
Alternative S4Technology will be temporary of nature. Impacts associated with 
the operational phase (such as the change in natural storm water flow) will be 
more permanent. Impacts associated with the decommissioning and 
rehabilitation phase will be temporary of nature.

No-go alternative (compulsory) 

No environmental impacts will occur if the no-go alternative is decided upon. 
However, the opportunity to provide members from Blaauwskop Community 
with an access road and temporary employment opportunities will be lost. 
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SECTION E. RECOMMENDATION OF PRACTITIONER

Is the information contained in this report and the documentation attached hereto sufficient to 
make a decision in respect of the activity applied for (in the view  of the environmental assessment 
practitioner)?

YES

Is an EMPr attached? YES
The EMPr must be attached as Appendix F. 
If “NO”, indicate the aspects that should be assessed further as part of a Scoping and EIA process before a decision 
can be made (list the aspects that require further assessment):

NA 
If “YES”, please list any recommended conditions, including mitigation measures that should be considered for 
inclusion in any authorisation that may be granted by the competent authority in respect of the application:

Refer to the EMPr for recommended mitigation measures.

In addition to the recommended mitigation and management measures 
described in Section D(2) of this document and the EMPr attached as 
Appendix F, the following conditions are also recommended:
 

Measures to manage storm water should be implemented and maintained 
to limit and / or prevent erosion.
Covered receptacles should be placed at convenient spots on site for the 
collection of general waste and the waste contained in these receptacles 
should be disposed of at an authorized landfill site.
Special care should be taken not to pollute soil, surface and / or 
groundwater due to the proposed activities, including sewage from the 
temporary toilets.

 
 
SECTION F: APPENDIXES 
 
The follow ing appendixes must be attached as appropriate:

Appendix A: Site plan(s)

Appendix B: Photographs
 
Appendix C: Facility illustration(s) 
 
Appendix D: Specialist reports

Appendix E: Comments and responses report
 
Appendix F: Environmental Management Programme (EMPr)
 
Appendix G: Other information 



 

 

Appendix A 
Site plan(s) 
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Appendix B 
Photographs 



 

 

Photographs indicating the current state of the environment at the proposed 
road construction area:

 

      

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix C 
Facility illustration(s) 

 







 

 

Appendix D 
Specialist report(s) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix D1 
Ecological report



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Appendix D2 
Heritage report 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Appendix E 
Comments and responses report 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix E1 
List of identified interested and / or affected parties 

 

 



 

 

List of identified interested and / or affected parties: 

   


Blaauwsekop Irrigation 
Board 
 

The Secretary
Blaauwsekop Irrigation Board
P.O. Box 21 
Kanoneiland
8806

Tel: 054 491 1201 
Fax: 054 491 1201
E-mail: kanoneiland@vodamail.co.za 

E-mail on 2013/08/02

Blaauwsekop Agricultural 
Association

Andre Oberholzer
andre@oberholzerfarms.co.za 
Tel: 082 923 7202 

E-mail on 2013/08/02

The Department: Roads and 
Public Works, Northen Cape 
Province

I. Bulane
Acting Director: Roads
P.O. Box 3132 
Kimberley 
8301
Tel: 053 861 9600
Fax: 053 861 9626

Faxed on 2013/08/02

The Department of 
Agriculture, Land Reform 
and Rural Development, NC

Extension Officer, P.O. Box 52, Upington 
8800. Tel: 054 337 8000, Fax: 054 337 
8001

Posted letter to Extension Officer 
in Upington on 6 August 2013.

Siyanda District Municipality Mr Eric Ngxanga
The Municipal Manager
Private Bag X6039
Upington
8800

Cnr of Hill and Le Roux streets 
Upington
8800

Tel: 054 337 2800 
Fax: 054 337 2888

Faxed notification on 2013/08/02 

Kai !Garib Local Municipality Mr Abraham Vosloo 
The Municipal Manager 
Private Bag X6 
Kakamas
8870

Tel: 054 431 6328 
Fax: 054 431 6338

Faxed notification on 2013/08/06 

Ward councilor Councilor Lorinda Tities Faxed notification on 2013/08/06



 

 

   
The Municipal Manager 
Private Bag X6 
Kakamas 
8870

Tel: 054 431 6328
Fax: 054 431 6338

SAHRA Application was lodged 
electronically on 9 October 2013.



Adjacent landowners were notified of the proposed construction of a road by means of a pamphlet distribution 
process that was undertaken on 18 July 2013.
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Proof of notification 

 



 

 

Site notices placed on site:

 

Adjacent landowners were notified by means of a pamphlet distribution 
process:

 
 



 

 

Advertisement: 



 

 

Example of notification:





 

 

Proof of notification to: 
Ward Councilor:

 
 



 

 

 
Local Municipal Manager:



 

 

Department of Agriculture: 

 



 

 

Department of Roads:



District Municipality:



 

 

Agricultural Association:

 

 



 

 

Irrigation Board:

 



 

 

SAHRA: 
An on-line application was lodged on 9 October 2013.
Proof thereof will be made available in the Final BAR.



 

 

Appendix E3 
List of registered parties 

 

 

 



 

 

No parties registered to date.

However, comments were received from the following parties:
 

- The Department of Roads and Public Works
- Blaauwskop Irrigation Board

 
Refer to Appendix E4 for a copy of the comments received.
Please note that any further comments received will be included in the Final 
BAR.



 

 

Appendix E4 
List of comments received 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix E5 
Proof of response to comments received 



 

 

The client was informed of the comments received. 
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Environmental management programme (EMPr) 



 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME

THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A 

ROAD AND ASSOCIATED 

INFRASTRUCTURE TO LINK BLAAUWSKOP 

COMMUNITY WITH THE EXISTING R359 

ROAD
 

 

 

 

 

 

Applicant: Kai !Garip Local Municipality

MDA Ref No: 40641

Date:  October 2013

 

 

Physical Address: 9 Barnes Street,  
Westdene, Bloemfontein, 9301 
Postal Address: PO Box 20298,  

Willows, 9320 
Tel: 051 4471583,  Fax: 051 4489839 

E-mail: admin@mdagroup.co.za 

Town & Regional Planners, 
Environmental & Development
Consultants
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1. INTRODUCTION
 

1.1. Proposed project and associated construction activities

The proposed project will consists of the construction of a road 
and associated infrastructure to link Blaauwskop Community with 
the existing R359 road.

The scope of works for the proposed project will include:
 

Clearance of vegetation within the proposed construction area.
The construction of a road that is 7m wide, with a road reserve 
of 33m.
The construction of a bridge over a man-made water channel 
that forms part of an irrigation scheme of the area.
Implementation of storm water management measures, where 
necessary. 

The site, as referred to in this Environmental Management 
Programme (EMPr), pertains to Portion 3 of the Farm Blaauwskop 
36, Kenhardt RD. 

1.2. Objectives of the EMPr

The EMPr aims to fulfill the requirements as specified in Section 33 
of Regulations No. R. 543 (18 June 2010) in terms of the National 
Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998), with the 
following objectives: 

 
To identify, predict and evaluate actual and potential impacts on 
the environment, socio-economic conditions and cultural 
heritage, the risks and consequences and alternatives and 
options for mitigation of activities, with a view to minimizing 
negative impacts, maximizing benefits and promoting 
compliance with the principles of environmental management; 

To identify and employ the modes of environmental 
management best suited to ensuring that the activity is pursued 
in accordance with best environmental management practices; 

To be able to respond to unforeseen events;



Environmental Management Programme  Road Construction: Blaauwskop 
 

MDA  - 2013
 3

To provide feedback on compliance.

1.3. Implementation of the EMPr
 

The project applicant, namely Kai !Garib Local Municipality, is 
responsible for the implementation of the EMPr.  A ll construction 
contractors and operation phase facility managers / supervisors 
should be supplied with a copy of the EMPr and should ensure that 
construction staff adheres to the mitigation measures.
 

2. PREPARATION OF THE EMPR 
 

2.1. Person(s) who prepared the EMPr

i. Mr. Neil Devenish
ii. Me. Hanlie Groenewald

MDA 
P.O. Box 20298 
Willows
Bloemfontein 
9320
Tel: 051 4471583
Fax: 051 4489839

2.2. Expertise of the person(s) who prepared the EMPr

i. Mr. Neil Devenish
 

Key qualifications: 
 Key competencies and experience include development control 
applications (applications and appeals pertaining to rezoning, 
consolidations, subdivisions etc.) township establishment 
applications, environmental management and control 
applications.   

Education:
 B. A. (Sociology, Geography) University of the Free State, SA, 
1994 
 Master of Town and Regional Planning, University of the Free 
State, SA, 1996
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 Managing the Environmental Impact Assessment Process, 
Environmental Management Unit, PU for CHE, 2000
 Environmental Management Consulting, South African Institute of 
Ecologists & Environmental Scientists, 2001
Water Law of South Africa, The South African Institution of Civil 
Engineers (SAICE), 2006

ii. Me. Hanlie Groenewald 
 

Key qualifications: 
 Key competencies and experience include environmental 

management and research in zoology.

Education:
B.Sc. (Zoology), University of the Free State, South Africa, 
2005

 B.Sc. Honnours (Zoology), University of the Free State, 
South Africa, 2006

 M.Sc. (Zoology), University of the Free State, South Africa, 
2012

3. RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT AND MITIGATION MEASURES 
DURING THE PLANNING PHASE / SITE PREPARATION

i. A dedicated person will be appointed to ensure compliance with the 
approved EMPr, Environmental Authorisation (EA) and best practices 
on site. 

ii. The contractor will ensure that the environment within the site area is 
protected.

iii. Controlled access will be implemented to ensure that no unlawful 
entry to site is obtained and will prevent degradation of the 
environment in the nearby vicinity.

4. RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT AND MITIGATION MEASURES 
DURING THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE

4.1. General

i. The EMPr and EA will be available on site during the construction 
phase. 
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ii. The applicant will ensure that the contractor complies with the 
conditions stipulated in the EMPr and EA, as well as best 
practices.

iii. The applicant will be held responsible for all environmental issues 
on site during construction.

iv. Any factors that contribute to negative environmental impacts 
will be corrected as soon as possible.

v. A compliant -, environmental incident - and safety incident 
reports will be available on site, during the construction phase.

vi. Clean water will be made available daily to workers on site. 

vii. Drainage of water on the site, as well as the water outlet drain 
to bordering areas, will be properly designed according to the 
nature of the site so that the existing flow pattern is not 
disturbed but copied.

viii. No additional activities will be undertaken without the 
investigation of the potential necessity to perform and EIA in 
terms with the NEMA Regulations of 2010.

4.2. Layout plan

i.    A copy of the layout plan will be available on site during the 
construction phase. 

4.3. Demarcation of development area 

ii. All activities related to the proposed construction of the said 
road will be limited to the area as per layout plan.

iii. The construction site will be fenced off to ensure that no 
activities take place in areas not indicated on the layout plan.

4.4. Monitoring system to detect any leakage or spillages of 
hazardous material

 
i.    All chemicals used during the development, including fuel for the 

construction vehicles, will be stored in a proper store room or 
protected area to prevent pollution. 
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ii. Bund walls will have a capacity of at least 110% of the total 
capacity of the stored volume. 

iii. Drip trays will be used during the transfer of any substances 
from transportation vehicles.

iv. No oil, diesel or other chemicals may be spilled or discharged 
anywhere.

v. The contractors must ensure that all relevant national, regional 
and local legislation regarding storage, transport, use and 
disposal of petroleum, chemical, harmful or hazardous 
substances and materials are adhered to, where necessary. 

vi. Cement and concrete mixing should only take place within the 
construction site.  No concrete may be mixed directly on the 
ground.

vii. All environmental problems occurring on the site such as 
chemical spillage, wasteful water disposal, etc. should be 
reported to the Applicant or Environmental Consultant.

viii. Suitable covered receptacles will be available at all times and 
conveniently placed for the disposal of hazardous waste (if any).

ix. Visual inspections will be undertaken regularly by the ECO to 
ensure that all leakages / spillages are cleaned up and the place 
of spillage / leakage will be rehabilitated as soon as possible. 

x. No major services may be undertaken on site. In the event of 
small repair and services on machines on site, drip trays will be 
used to prevent spillage.

xi. Spills of any product (such as paint, oil, cleaning agents, etc.) 
will be cleaned up immediately by removing the spillage 
together with the polluted soil and by disposing it at a 
recognized facility. 

xii. All used oils, grease, hydraulic fluids, etc. that cannot be re-
used shall be placed in a hazardous waste container to be 
disposed of at a recognized facility. 
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4.5. Waste management, including toilet facilities and waste 
water

i.   Waste streams will be identified and will be separated (e.g. 
general waste, hazardous waste, recyclable waste, etc.) and a 
sufficient number of suitable receptacles will be placed at the 
construction site.

ii. The contractor will be responsible for the removal of 
construction waste.

iii. All general solid waste produced will be disposed of at an 
authorized landfill site.

iv. Recyclable waste will be sold or re-used, where possible. 

v. No burning or burying of waste may take place on site.

vi. Proper sanitation, water and waste facilities will be in place for 
construction workers.

vii. Chemical toilet facilities will be provided on site during the 
construction phase. 

viii.Toilet facilities must be implemented in such a way that they do 
not cause water or other pollution. Disposal of untreated effluent 
in the environment will be prohibited. 

ix. Chemical toilets will be cleaned regularly and proof thereof will 
be available on site. 

4.6. Soil management  

i. Topsoil will be removed from all areas where physical 
disturbance of the surface will occur.

ii. Topsoil will be kept separate and not be utilized for any 
construction activities.

iii. Topsoil will be re-used during the rehabilitation of disturbed road 
reserve areas as soon as possible.

iv. Removed topsoil is to be stockpiled in an area where it will not 
be disturbed by vehicles. One layer of bricks or stones is to be 
placed around the stockpiled topsoil to protect topsoil from 
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washing away during rainstorms. Re-spreading is to be done 
preferably to a maximum of 100 mm. 

4.7. Erosion and storm water management plan

i. Erosion management is important. Rehabilitation of disturbed 
areas is important to help the recovery of the vegetation. Any 
barren soil patches will be ripped and seeded with a seed 
mixture of the natural occurring vegetation of the specific region 
or landscaped, should the natural vegetation growth not return 
to normal at a given time.  

ii. Soil erosion occurrences should be attended to immediately. 

iii. Access roads, if any will be maintained so that no erosion will 
occur. 

iv. Erosion berms should be designed so that the intervals between 
them ensure maximum soil retention during heavy rains. 

v. Drainage of water on the site will be properly designed according 
to the nature of the site so that the existing flow pattern is not 
disturbed but rather copied. 

vi. Areas prone to damming and problematic storm water flow areas 
will be addressed by the implementation of appropriate storm 
water control measures. 

vii. Stockpile areas will be kept leveled to ensure free-drainage as 
this will prevent ponding of surface water and limit erosion.

viii.Stockpile areas will not be situated within natural drainage 
systems or areas prone to erosion.

ix. Where culverts are constructed, it will be adequate to allow for 
sufficient water flow and will not slow water flow.

x. The direction of the culvert placement will correspond to the 
direction of natural water runoff.

xi. Culverts and / or drifts will be fitted with retention basins in 
order to prevent erosion, where required.

xii. Where erosion is found to be problematic geotextiles such as 
gabions must be used to prevent this.



Environmental Management Programme  Road Construction: Blaauwskop 
 

MDA  - 2013
 9

4.8. Protection of animal life

i.   No animals will be hunted or hurt during the construction phase. 

ii. Animals that live within the construction site will be removed and 
translocated to areas where the animals will not be disturbed, 
where possible.

4.9. Establishment of access roads on the site and maintenance
of access roads

i. In the case of dual or multiple uses of access roads, 
arrangements for multiple responsibilities must be made with the 
other users.

ii. If not, the maintenance of the access roads will be the 
responsibility of the applicant.

4.10. Dust control 

i. The formation of dust will be controlled if it becomes 
problematic by the use of water spraying and / or other dust-
allying agents.

ii. The speed of vehicles making use of the access road and / or 
construction site will be limited to 35 km/h to avoid dangerous 
conditions, the formation of dust and the excessive 
deterioration of the roads being used. 

4.11. Noise control

i. Noise will be associated with the proposed project during the 
construction phase.  

ii. Construction activities will be limited to normal daytime hours. 

4.12. Traffic management plan

i. The public will make use of the existing access road to gain 
access to Blaauwskop Community.

4.13. Safety and security

i. The site will be fenced for security as well as biosecurity 
purposes.
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ii. Controlled access will be implemented to ensure that no 
unlawful entry to site is obtained and will prevent degradation 
of the environment in the nearby vicinity. 

iii.The contractors must comply with the Occupational Health and 
Safety Act, National Building Regulations and any other national, 
regional or local regulations with regard to safety on site.  
Construction contracts must include safety and security 
measures for staff.

iv.If activities that can cause a fire are carried out, fire 
extinguishers will be available on site and in the construction 
camp. 

4.14. Open space management plan 

i. No waste will be dumped into the road reserve or adjacent 
property.

ii. Visual inspections for possible erosion will be undertaken on a 
regular basis.

iii.No construction activities will be undertaken outside the 
demarcated construction area or as per the design layout plan. 

4.15. Plant rescue and protection plan

i. Natural vegetation will not be disturbed unnecessarily.  

ii. The appointed ECO will survey the site prior to any construction 
activities for the presence of any protected bulb species. 

iii.Protected bulb species will be transplanted to a suitable area 
where no disturbance will occur.

iv.No open fires will be allowed on site. If fires are lit, provision 
will be made that no accidental fires are started. 

v. No firewood will be collected on site or in surrounding areas.

vi.The establishment of alien vegetation will be monitored and 
areas with extensive growth of alienated species will be cleared 
thereof. 
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vii. Heavy vehicles will use the same routes / roads on the site 
throughout the construction period, in order to prevent any 
unnecessary damage to surrounding vegetation.

4.16. Re-vegetation and habitat rehabilitation plan

i. All activities will be undertaken within an area approved by the 
ECO, within the area indicated in the BAR and EA.

ii. Topsoil will be stockpiled separately with the natural seed back 
intact.

iii. The topsoil will be protected against weed infestation and 
erosion. 

iv. Topsoil will be used for the rehabilitation of the disturbed 
areas in the road reserve as soon as possible.

v. After cessation of the activities, the disturbed areas in the road 
reserve will be rehabilitated to acceptable standards.

vi. Compacted areas in the road reserve will be ripped before 
covered with topsoil.

vii. Hydro-seeding will be investigated for the rehabilitation of the 
road reserve if the natural establishment of vegetation does 
not occur within a reasonable time period.

4.17. Alien invasive management plan 

i. The road reserve will be inspected regularly for the presence 
of invader weed species. 

ii. Areas with extensive growth of alien species will be cleared 
thereof by hand or by prescribed chemicals, prior to seeding 
thereof.

iii. Topsoil stockpile areas will be monitored for excessive growth 
of alien species.

4.18. Protection of environmental sensitive areas from 
construction impacts

i. Environmental sensitive areas will be identified by the ECO. 
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ii. Proper mitigation measures to protect the identified areas from 
construction activities will be implemented and monitored by 
the ECO.

4.19. Site clean-up and rehabilitation of construction activities

i. Temporary structures and office sites shall be dismantled and 
removed after completion of the construction phase of the 
project. 

ii. All waste, equipment, materials, etc. used during construction 
must be cleared from the site.  The contractors must ensure 
that the site is cleared and rehabilitated to the satisfaction of 
the Applicant. 

5. RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT AND MITIGATION MEASURES 
DURING THE OPERATIONAL PHASE 

i. Maintain the proposed road and associated infrastructure in good working 
order.

ii. The occurrence of alien vegetative growth will be monitored.

iii. Soil erosion occurrences will be attended to immediately.

iv. Any factors that contribute to negative environmental impacts will be 
rectified as soon as possible.

6. RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT AND MITIGATION MEASURES 
DURING THE DECOMMISSIONING / CLOSURE PHASE

 
i. It is not anticipated that the proposed project will cease in the nearby 

future. However, if decommissioning is decided upon, a rehabilitation plan 
will be developed and will amongst other, include the following: 

 The demolishing of infrastructure and the rehabilitation of the site.
 The removal of construction rubble and other solid waste. 

No structures (mobile or otherwise) will be left behind, unless 
indicated in the rehabilitation plan.
The area will be ripped and levelled by using topsoil.
Seeding with natural occurring vegetation will take place if the tempo 
of natural re-vegetation is insufficient.

 The end-use of the area will be kept in mind during the compilation of 
the rehabilitation plan. 
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ii. However, activities that will be associated with the decommissioning of the 
proposed project, will be limited to the rehabilitation of areas disturbed 
during the construction of the said road.

iii. The applicant will:

Ensure that proper mitigation measures are implemented to protect 
the environment against long term negative environmental impacts.
The environment is cleaned up of any contaminants.

 Ensure that erosion is prevented through regular monitoring and the 
implementation of rehabilitation measures at degraded areas.

 Prevent alien plant species to spread in the area.
 Minimise the negative visual impacts associated with the road.

7. COMPLIANCE AND MONITORING

i. The contractors will be responsible for ensuring EMPr compliance during 
the construction phase.

ii. The Applicant will ensure that the contractors adhere to the 
recommendations of the EMPr, EA and best practices during construction.

iii. Regular monitoring and / or spot inspections at least every fortnight 
during the construction phase is recommended.

iv. Inspections will be documented and any shortcomings addressed 
immediately.

v. Visual inspections on erosion and physical pollution shall be carried out 
on a regular basis.

8. REPORTING

i. Any changes of the layout plan or technology will be submitted to the 
relevant environmental department for attention.

ii. Reports confirming compliance with various points identified in the EMPr 
will be kept and made available when requested. 

iii. Any emergency or unforeseen impact will be reported to the relevant 
environmental department within 24 hours after identification for 
telephonic approval and will be confirmed in writing.
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