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Basic Assessment Report in terms of the National Environmental Management 

Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), as amended, and the Environmental Impact 

Assessment Regulations, 2006  
 
Kindly note that: 
 
1. This basic assessment report is a standard report that may be required by a competent authority in terms of the EIA 

Regulations, 2006 and is meant to streamline applications.  Please make sure that it is the report used by the particular 
competent authority for the activity that is being applied for. 

 
2. The report must be typed within the spaces provided in the form.  The size of the spaces provided are not necessarily 

indicative of the amount of information to be provided.  The report is in the form of a table that can extend itself as each 
space is filled with typing. 

 
3. Where applicable tick the boxes that are applicable or black out the boxes that are not applicable in the report. 
 
4. An incomplete report may be returned to the applicant for revision.    
 
5. The use of “not applicable” in the report must be done with circumspection because if it is used in respect of material 

information that is required by the competent authority for assessing the application, it may result in the rejection of the 
application as provided for in the regulations.  

 
6. This report must be handed in at offices of the relevant competent authority as determined by each authority. 
 
7. No faxed,  e-mailed and reports will be accepted.   
 
8. The report must be compiled by an independent environmental assessment practitioner.  
 
9. Unless protected by law, all information in the report will become public information on receipt by the competent authority.  

Any interested and affected party should be provided with the information contained in this report on request, during any 
stage of the application process.   

 
10. A competent authority may require that for specified types of activities in defined situations only parts of this report need to 

be completed.  In addition, if it is clear to the EAP that because of the particular circumstances of the case it is not 
sensible to complete any of the sections indicated under paragraph 3 of this report, he or she may apply for exemption 
from completing that part of the report in the spaces provided in the report.  It must however be noted that if the application 
for exemption is turned down, the report may have to be resubmitted.  
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SECTION A: APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION 

 
The relevant parts of this section must be completed if the environmental assessment practitioner (EAP) on behalf of the 
applicant wishes to apply for exemption from completing or complying with certain parts of this basic assessment report. 

 
1. APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION FROM ASSESSING ALTERNATIVES: 
 
At least two alternatives (site or activity) should be assessed.  If that is not possible, the applicant should apply for exemption 
from having to assess alternatives.  Such exemption will, however, not apply to the no-go alternative that must be assessed in 
all cases. 

 
Provide a detailed motivation for not considering alternatives including an explanation of the reason for the 
application for exemption (supporting documents, if any, should be attached to this report): 
 N/A 
 
I declare that the above motivation is accurate and, hereby apply for exemption in terms of regulation 51 of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006, from having to assess alternatives in this application as 
required in section 24(4)(b) in the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (refer to 
Appendix G for expertise and qualifications of EAP). 
    
Signature of the EAP:  

 
Date:  

 
2. APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION FROM COMPLETING OR COMPLYING WITH PART(S) 

OF THIS BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT: 
 
Application for exemption form completing or complying with certain parts of this basic assessment report may be made by 
completing the relevant sections below.  Applications for exemptions from completing or complying with any other part of the 
basic assessment report must be made in the normal manner. 

 
Indicate the numbers of the sections of this report for which exemption is applied for: 
 
Section B: 7(a) 

 
7(b) 7(c) 7(d) 8 9 10(c) 10(e) 10(f) 10(g) 10(h) 10(j) 10(k) 12 

Section C: 1 
 

2 3 4 5 6         

Section D: 1(a) 
 

1(b) 1(c) 1(d) 1(f) 1(g) 3        

Provide a detailed motivation including an explanation of the reason for the application for exemption (supporting 
documents, if any, should be attached to this report): 
 
 
I declare that the above motivation is accurate and, hereby apply for exemption in terms of regulation 51 of the EIA 
Regulations, 2006, from having to complete the indicated sections of the Basic Assessment Report. 
 
    
Signature of the  EAP:  

 
Date:  
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SECTION B: ACTIVITY INFORMATION  
 

1. ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION 
 

Describe the activity, which is being applied for in detail (A1):   
 
The establishment of a private resort on portions of Portion 3 Buffelskloof 511 IQ, North West Province. 
 
 

2. ALTERNATIVES 
 
Describe alternatives that are considered in this application. Alternatives should include a consideration of all possible means 
by which the purpose and need of the proposed activity could be accomplished in the specific instance taking account of the 
interest of the applicant in the activity.  The no-go alternative must in all cases be included in the assessment phase as the 
baseline against which the impacts of the other alternatives are assessed.  The determination of whether site or activity 
(including different processes etc.) or both is appropriate needs to be informed by the specific circumstances of the activity and 
its environment. After receipt of this report the competent authority may also request the applicant to assess additional 
alternatives that could possibly accomplish the purpose and need of the proposed activity if it is clear that realistic alternatives 
have not been considered to a reasonable extent. 
 
2(a) Site alternatives: 
 
Describe site alternative 1 (S1), for the activity described above, or for any other activity alternative: 
Preferred clustered riverine site layout: The establishment of a private resort consisting of the following on portions of 
Portion 3 Buffelskloof 511 IQ, North West Province (Appendix C): 
 

• Eleven new single residential erven / units (1,1438 ha); 
• One new erf for overseer’s housing (0.1200); 
• One existing guest lodge (0.9443 ha); 
• Existing employees accommodation (0,8283 ha); 

• Existing communal facility for lapa and bird watching (0,096 ha); 

• Two special erven for private roads (1,0518 ha). 
 

Total ecological footprint:  4.0642 hectares.   Total property size: 59.4105 hectares. 
Describe site alternative 2 (S2), if any, for the activity described above, or for any other activity alternative: 
 
Non-preferred linear riverine site layout: The establishment of a private resort consisting of the following on portions 
of Portion 3 Buffelskloof 511 IQ, North West Province (Appendix C): 
 

• Eight new single residential erven / units (0,18 ha); 
• One existing guest lodge (0.9443 ha); 
• Existing employees accommodation (0,8283 ha); 

• Existing communal facility for lapa and bird watching (0,096 ha); 

• Two special erven for private roads (1,0518 ha). 
 

Total ecological footprint:  3.1004 hectares.   Total property size: 59.4105 hectares. 
Describe site alternative 3 (S3), if any, for the activity described above, or for any other activity alternative: 
Not applicable 
 
(2)(b) Activity alternatives: 
 
Describe activity alternative 2 (A2), if any, for any or all of the site alternatives as appropriate: 
 
Not applicable. 
 
Describe activity alternative 2 (A2), if any, for any or all of the site alternatives as appropriate: 
 
Not applicable. 
 
Describe activity alternative 2 (A2), if any, for any or all of the site alternatives as appropriate: 
 
Not applicable. 
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4. ACTIVITY POSITION 
 

Indicate the position of the activity using the latitude and longitude of the centre point of the site for each alternative site.  The 
co-ordinates should be in degrees and decimal minutes. The minutes should have at least three decimals to ensure adequate 
accuracy. The projection that must be used in all cases is the WGS84 spheroid in a national or local projection. 

 
Alternative: Latitude (S): Longitude (E): 

Alternative S11 (preferred or only site 
alternative) 

26˚ 52’09.76” 27˚  17’00.99”  

Alternative S2 (if any) 26˚ 52’09.76” 27˚  17’00.99”  
Alternative S3 (if any) o '  o '  
In the case of linear activities: 
Alternative: Latitude (S): Longitude (E): 
Alternative S1 (preferred or only route alternative)     

• Starting point of the activity o '  o '  

• Middle point of the activity o '  o '  

• End point of the activity o '  o '  

Alternative S2 (if any)     

• Starting point of the activity o '  o '  

• Middle point of the activity o '  o '  

• End point of the activity o '  o '  

Alternative S3 (if any)     

• Starting point of the activity o '  o '  

• Middle point of the activity o '  o '  

• End point of the activity o '  o '  

For route alternatives that are longer than 500m, please provide an addendum with co-ordinates taken every 250 meters along 
the route for each alternative alignment. 
 

 
5. PHYSICAL SIZE OF THE ACTIVITY 
 
Indicate the physical size of the preferred activity/technology as well as alternative activities/technologies (footprints): 
Alternative:  Size of the activity: 

Alternative A12 (preferred activity alternative)  ±4 hectares  
Alternative A2 (if any)   
Alternative A3 (if any)  m2 
or, for linear activities: 
Alternative:  Length of the activity: 

Alternative A1 (preferred activity alternative)  M 
Alternative A2 (if any)  M 
Alternative A3 (if any)  M 
 
Indicate the size of the alternative sites or servitudes (within which the above footprints will occur): 
Alternative:  Size of the site/servitude: 

Alternative A1 (preferred activity alternative)  ±4 hectares  
Alternative A2 (if any)  m2 
Alternative A3 (if any)  m2 
 

6. SITE ACCESS 
 

Does ready access to the site exist, or is access directly from an existing road? YES NO 
If NO, what is the distance over which a new access road will be built?   M 
Describe the type of access road planned:   
Access to be obtained from the existing Venterskroon gravel road via access roads to the east and west of this road 
(refer to Appendix A for purposes of orientation). 
Include the position of the access road on the site plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                 
1 “Alternative S..” refer to site alternatives. 
2 “Alternative A.” refer to activity, process, technology or other alternatives. 
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7. WASTE, EFFLUENT, EMISSION AND NOISE MANAGEMENT  
 (REFER TO ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT, APPENDIX I) 
 
7(a) Solid waste management 

Will the activity produce solid construction waste during the construction/initiation phase? YES NO 
If yes, what estimated quantity will be produced per month? Unknown 
How will the construction solid waste be disposed of (describe)?   
Construction waste will be used as backfill for service installation and foundations – additional construction waste will 
be removed in waste skips by private contractors  
Where will the construction solid waste be disposed of (describe)?   
On site (backfill) / permitted waste disposal site (waste skips) 
Will the activity produce solid waste during its operational phase? YES NO 
If yes, what estimated quantity will be produced per month? ±100 m3 
How will the solid waste be disposed of (describe)?  
The proposed development will participate in the proposed refuse collection and recycling plan for the “Dome” . 
Refuse will be classed and delivered to the proposed collection point at the Venterskroon turn-off on the Potch-
Schoemansdrif road (proposed collection point 1) or alternatively the proposed collection point at the Venterskroon 
turn-off on the R53Potch Parys road (Appendix D). 
Where will the solid waste be disposed if it does not feed into a municipal waste stream (describe)? 
Not applicable. 
If the solid waste (construction or operational phases) will not be disposed of in a registered landfill site or be taken 
up in a municipal waste stream, the applicant should consult with the competent authority to determine whether it is 
necessary to change to an application for scoping and EIA. 
Can any part of the solid waste be classified as hazardous in terms of the relevant legislation? YES NO 
If yes, inform the competent authority and request a change to an application for scoping and EIA.  
Is the activity that is being applied for a solid waste handling or treatment facility? YES NO 
If yes,  the applicant should consult with the competent authority to determine whether it is necessary to change to an 
application for scoping and EIA.  
 
Describe the measures, if any, that will be taken to ensure the optimal reuse or recycling of materials: 
The proposed development will participate in the proposed refuse collection and recycling plan for the “Dome”. 
Refuse will be classed and delivered to the proposed collection point at the Venterskroon turn-off on the Potch-
Schoemansdrif road (proposed collection point 1) or alternatively the proposed collection point at the Venterskroon 
turn-off on the R53PotchParys road (Appendix D). 
 
Has a specialist been consulted to assist with the completion of this section? YES NO 
If YES, please complete: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
 
7(b) Liquid effluent 

Will the activity produce effluent, other than normal sewage, that will be disposed of in a  YES NO 
Municipal sewage system?   
If yes, what estimated quantity will be produced per month?  
Will the activity produce any effluent that will be treated and/or disposed of on site? Yes NO 
If yes, the applicant should consult with the competent authority to determine whether it is necessary to change to an 
application for scoping and EIA.  
Will the activity produce effluent that will be treated and/or disposed of at another facility? YES NO 
If yes, provide the particulars of the facility:   
Facility name:  
Contact person:  
Postal address:  
Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Describe the measures that will be taken to ensure the optimal reuse or recycling of waste water, if any: 
- 
 
Has a specialist been consulted to assist with the completion of this section? 

YES NO 

If YES, please complete: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  
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Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
 
7(c) Emissions into the atmosphere 

Will the activity release emissions into the atmosphere? YES NO 
If yes, is it controlled by any legislation of any sphere of government? YES NO 
If yes, the applicant should consult with the competent authority to determine whether it is 
necessary to change to an application for scoping and EIA.  

  

If no, describe the emissions in terms of type and concentration:   
Temporary dust generation may be experienced during the construction period – this impact and mitigation measures 
are being discussed elsewhere in this report. 
Has a specialist been consulted to assist with the completion of this section? YES NO 
If YES, please complete: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
 
7(d) Generation of noise 

Will the activity generate noise? YES NO 
If yes, is it controlled by any legislation of any sphere of government? YES NO 
If yes, the applicant should consult with the competent authority to determine whether it is 
necessary to change to an application for scoping and EIA.  

  

If no, describe the noise in terms of type and level:   
Normal noise connected to a development of this nature – low level 
Has a specialist been consulted to assist with the completion of this section? YES NO 
If YES, please complete: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
 
 

8. WATER USE 
 (REFER TO ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT, APPENDIX I) 
  
Please indicate the source(s) of water that will be used for the activity by ticking the appropriate box(es) 
municipal water board groundwater river, stream, 

dam or lake 
Other the activity will not 

use water 
If water is to be extracted from groundwater, river, stream, dam, lake or any other natural feature, please indicate 
the volume that will be extracted per month: ± 300 000  liters 
Does the activity require a water use permit from the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry? YES NO 
If yes, please submit the necessary application to the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry and attach proof 
thereof to this application if it has been submitted. 
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9. ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
 
Describe the design measures, if any, that have been taken to ensure that the activity is energy efficient: 
The owner will have the option of installing electricity card systems that may increase energy efficiency. 
Describe how alternative energy sources have been taken into account or built into the design of the activity, if any: 
The owner will have the option to make use of solar panels as a supplementing energy source. 
 

10. SITE OR ROUTE PLANS (APPENDIX A) 
 

A detailed site or route plan(s) must be prepared for each alternative site or alternative activity. It must be attached as Appendix 
A to this document. The site or route plans must indicate the following: 
10(a) the scale of the plan which must be at least a scale of 1:50 000; 
10(b)  the property boundaries and numbers of all the properties within 50m of the site;  
10(c)  the current land use as well as the land use zoning of each of the properties adjoining the site or sites;  
10(d) the exact position of each element of the application as well as any other structures on the site;  
10(e) the position of services, including electricity supply cables (indicate above or underground), water supply pipelines, 

boreholes, street lights, sewage pipelines, storm water infrastructure and telecommunication infrastructure;  
10(f) all trees and shrubs taller than 1.8m;  
10(g) walls and fencing including details of the height and construction material;  
10(h) servitudes indicating the purpose of the servitude;  
10(i) sensitive environmental elements within 100m of the site or sites including (but not limited thereto): 

� rivers; 
� the 1:100 year flood line (where available or where it is required by DWAF); 
� ridges; 
� cultural and historical features; 
� areas with indigenous vegetation (even if it is degraded or invested with alien species); 

10(j) for gentle slopes the 1m contour intervals must be indicated on the plan and whenever the slope of the site exceeds 
1:10, the 500mm contours must be indicated on the plan; and 

10(k) the positions from where photographs of the site were taken. 

 
11. SITE PHOTOGRAPHS (APPENDIX B) 
 
Colour photographs from the center of the site must be taken in at least the eight major compass directions with a description 
of each photograph.  Photographs must be attached under Appendix B to this form.  It should be supplemented with additional 
photographs of relevant features on the site, if applicable. 
 
12. FACILITY ILLUSTRATION / LAYOUT PLAN (APPENDIX C) 

 
A detailed illustration of the activity must be provided at a scale of 1:200 as Appendix C for activities that include structures.  
The illustrations must be to scale and must represent a realistic image of the planned activity.  The illustration must give a 
representative view of the activity. 

 
13. ACTIVITY MOTIVATION 
 
13(a) Socio-economic value of the activity 

What is the expected capital value of the activity on completion? ±R 15 million 
What is the expected yearly income that will be generated by or as a result of the activity? ±R 100 000 
Will the activity contribute to service infrastructure or is it a public amenity? YES NO 
How many new employment opportunities will be created in the development phase of the activity? ±20 
What is the expected value of the employment opportunities during the development phase? R25 000/m+ 
What percentage of this will accrue to previously disadvantaged individuals? 75% 
How many permanent new employment opportunities will be created during the operational phase of 
the activity? 

20 + 

What is the expected current value of the employment opportunities during the first 10 years? ±R 2 million 
What percentage of this will accrue to previously disadvantaged individuals? 90% 
 
13(b) Need and desirability of the activity 
    
Motivate and explain the need and desirability of the activity (including demand for the activity): 
The proposed activity will address an articulate need for accommodation as well as rural residential land tenure. It is 
desirable in that it does not contravene spatial planning initiatives for the area in question.  
Indicate any benefits that the activity will have for society in general: 

The proposed activity will contribute towards the strengthening of the local commercial sector. 
 

Indicate any benefits that the activity will have for the local communities where the activity will be located: 

The proposed activity will create employment opportunities during its construction and operational phases.  
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14. APPLICABLE LEGISLATION, POLICIES AND/OR GUIDELINES  
 
List all legislation, policies and/or guidelines of any sphere of government that are applicable to the application as contemplated 
in the EIA regulations, if applicable: 
Title of legislation, policy or guideline: Administering authority: Date: 

• Atmospheric Pollution Prevention Act (Act 45 of 
1965) 

• Environment Conservation Act (Act 73 of 1989) 

• Hazardous Substance Act (Act 15 of 1973) 
• Health Act (Act 63 of 1977) 
• National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 

1998) 

• National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999) 
• National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998) 
• Occupational Health and Safety Act (Act 85 of 1993) 
 

Department of Health 
 
DEAT & Provincial counterparts 
DME 
Department of Health 
DEAT & Provincial counterparts 
 
Department of Arts & Culture 
DWA&F 
Department of Labour 

1965 
 
1989 
1973 
1977 
1998 
 
1999 
1998 
1993 
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SECTION C: SITE/AREA DESCRIPTION 
 
Important note: For linear activities (pipelines etc) as well as activities that cover very large sites, it may be necessary to 
complete Section C for each part of the site that has a significantly different environment.  In such cases please complete 
copies of Section C and indicate the area, which is covered by each copy No. on the Site Plan. 
 

1. GRADIENT OF THE SITE 
 
Indicate the general gradient of the sites. 
Alternative S1: 

Flat 1:50 – 1:20 1:20 – 1:15 1:15 – 1:10 1:10 – 1:7,5 1:7,5 – 1:5 Steeper than 1:5 
Alternative S2: 

Flat 1:50 – 1:20 1:20 – 1:15 1:15 – 1:10 1:10 – 1:7,5 1:7,5 – 1:5 Steeper than 1:5 
Alternative S3: 

Flat 1:50 – 1:20 1:20 – 1:15 1:15 – 1:10 1:10 – 1:7,5 1:7,5 – 1:5 Steeper than 1:5 

 
2.   LOCATION IN LANDSCAPE 
 
Indicate the landform(s) that best describes the site. 
Alternative S1: 

Ridgeline Plateau Side slope of 
hill/mountain 

Closed 
valley 

Open 
valley 

Plain Undulating 
plain/low hills 

Dune Sea-front 

Alternative S2: 

Ridgeline Plateau Side slope of 
hill/mountain 

Closed 
valley 

Open 
valley 

Plain Undulating 
plain/low hills 

Dune Sea- 
front 

Alternative S3: 

Ridgeline Plateau Side slope of 
hill/mountain 

Closed 
valley 

Open 
valley 

Plain Undulating 
plain/low hills 

Dune Sea-front 

 
3. GROUNDWATER, SOIL AND GEOLOGICAL STABILITY OF THE SITE 
  
  
 
Is the site(s) located on any of the following (tick the appropriate boxes)? 
 Alternative S1:  Alternative S2:  Alternative S3: 

Shallow water table (less than 1.5m 
deep) 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

Dolomite, sinkhole or doline areas 
 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

Seasonally wet soils (often close to 
water bodies) 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

Unstable rocky slopes or steep 
slopes with loose soil 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

Dispersive soils (soils that dissolve 
in water) 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

Soils with high clay content (clay 
fraction more than 40%) 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

Any other unstable soil or geological 
feature 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

An area sensitive to erosion 
 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

 
If you are unsure about any of the above or if you are concerned that any of the above aspects may be an issue of concern in 
the application, an appropriate specialist should be appointed to assist in the completion of this section. (Information in respect 
of the above will often be available as part of the project information or at the planning sections of local authorities.  Where it 
exists, the 1:50 000 scale Regional Geotechnical Maps prepared by the Council for Geo Science may also be consulted). 
Has a specialist been consulted to assist with the completion of this section? YES NO 
If YES, please complete: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
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4.   GROUNDCOVER 
(REFER TO ECOLOGICAL HABITAT SURVEY, APPENDIX K) 

 
Tick the types of groundcover present on the site. 
Alternative S1 (preferred clustered site layout alternative) 

Natural veld - good 
conditionE 

Natural veld with 
scattered aliensE 

Natural veld with 
heavy alien infestationE 

Veld dominated by 
alien speciesE 

Gardens  

Sport field Cultivated land Paved surface Building or other 
structure 

Bare soil 

 
If any of the boxes marked with an “E “is ticked, please consult an appropriate specialist to assist in the completion of this 
section if the environmental assessment practitioner doesn’t have the necessary expertise.  
Has a specialist been consulted? YES NO 
If YES, please complete the following: 
Name of the specialist: R Terblanche – Anthene Ecological CC 

Qualification(s) of the specialist: M.Sc Cum Laude, 1998: Botany: Ecology (North West Univesity) 

Postal address: P.O. Box 20488 Noordbrug  

Postal code: 2522 
Telephone: - Cell: 082 614 6684 
E-mail: reinierf.terblanche@gmail.com Fax: - 
Are there any rare or endangered flora or fauna species (including red data species) 
present on any of the alternative sites? 

YES NO 

If 
YES, 
specif
y and 
explai
n: 

 
 

Are there any special or sensitive habitats or other natural features present on any of the 
alternative sites? 

YES NO 

If 
YES, 
specif
y and 
explai
n: 

 
 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, 
specify: 

An ecological habitat study (Attached as Appendix E). 

If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of 
specialist: 

 Date
: 

 

The location of all identified rare or endangered species or other elements should be accurately indicated on the site plan(s). 
 
Alternative S2 (non-preferred linear riverine site layout alternative) 

Natural veld - good 
conditionE 

Natural veld with 
scattered aliensE 

Natural veld with 
heavy alien infestationE 

Veld dominated by 
alien speciesE 

Gardens  

Sport field Cultivated land Paved surface 
Building or other 

structure 
Bare soil 

 
If any of the boxes marked with an “E “is ticked, please consult an appropriate specialist to assist in the completion of this 
section if the environmental assessment practitioner doesn’t have the necessary expertise.  
Has a specialist been consulted? YES NO 
If YES, please complete the following: 
Name of the specialist: R Terblanche – Anthene Ecological CC 

Qualification(s) of the specialist: M.Sc Cum Laude, 1998: Botany: Ecology (North West Univesity) 

Postal address: P.O. Box 20488 Noordbrug  

Postal code: 2522 
Telephone: - Cell: 082 614 6684 
E-mail: reinierf.terblanche@gmail.com Fax: - 
Are there any rare or endangered flora or fauna species (including red data species) present on 
any of the alternative sites? 

YES NO 

If YES, 
specify and 
explain: 

 
 

Are there any special or sensitive habitats or other natural features present on any of the 
alternative sites? 

YES NO 

If YES, 
specify and 
explain: 

 
 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
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If YES, 
specify: 

 

If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of 
specialist: 

 Date:  

The location of all identified rare or endangered species or other elements should be accurately indicated on the site plan(s). 
 
Alternative S3 (not applicable) 

Natural veld - good 
conditionE 

Natural veld with 
scattered aliensE 

Natural veld with 
heavy alien infestationE 

Veld dominated by 
alien speciesE 

Gardens  

Sport field Cultivated land Paved surface 
Building or other 

structure 
Bare soil 

 
If any of the boxes marked with an “E “is ticked, please consult an appropriate specialist to assist in the completion of this 
section if the environmental assessment practitioner doesn’t have the necessary expertise.  
Has a specialist been consulted? YES NO 
If YES, please complete the following: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Are there any rare or endangered flora or fauna species (including red data species) 
present on any of the alternative sites? 

YES NO 

If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 
 

Are their any special or sensitive habitats or other natural features present on any of the 
alternative sites? 

YES NO 

If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 
 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
The location of all identified rare or endangered species or other elements should be accurately indicated on the site plan(s). 

 
5. LAND USE CHARACTER OF SURROUNDING AREA  
 
Mark land uses and/or prominent features that does currently occur within a 500m radius of the site 
Alternative S1 (preferred clustered site layout alternative) 

Natural area 
Low density 
residential 

Medium density 
residential  

High density 
residential  

Informal 
residentialA 

Retail 
Commercial & 
warehousing 

Light industrial Medium industrialAN 
Heavy 

industrialAN 

Power stationA 
Office/consulting 

room 
Military or police 

base/station/compound 
Casino/entertainment 

complex 
Hospitality facility 

Open cast mine Underground mine 
Spoil heap or slimes 

damA 
Quarry, sand or 

borrow pit 
Dam or reservoir 

Hospital/medical 
center 

School 
Tertiary education 

facility 
Church Old age home 

Sewage treatment 
plantA 

Train station or 
shunting yardN 

Railway lineN 
Major road (4 lanes 

or more)N 
AirportN 

Harbour 
 

Sport facilities Golf course Polo fields Filling stationH 

Landfill or waste 
treatment siteA 

Plantation 
Agriculture River, stream or 

wetland 
Nature  

conservation 
area 

Mountain, koppie or 
ridge 

Museum Historical building Graveyard Archeological site 

Other land uses 
(describe): 

 

 
If any of the boxes marked with an “N “are ticked, please consult an appropriate noise specialist to assist in the completion of 
this section.  
Has a specialist been consulted? YES NO 
If YES, please complete the following: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  
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Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Will the ambient noise level have a negative impact on the proposed activity? YES NO 
If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 
 

Are any further specialists or studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
 
If any of the boxes marked with an “A“ are ticked, please consult an appropriate air quality specialist to assist in the completion 
of this section.  
Has a specialist been consulted? YES NO 
If YES, please complete the following: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Will the ambient air pollution level have a negative impact on the proposed activity? YES NO 
If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
 
If any of the boxes marked with an “H“ are ticked, please consult an appropriate health assessment specialist to assist in the 
completion of this section.  
Has a specialist been consulted? YES NO 
If YES, please complete the following: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Will the surrounding land use pose any unacceptable health risk on the proposed activity? YES NO 
If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 
 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached?   
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
 
Alternative S2 (non-preferred linear riverine site layout alternative) 

Natural area Low density 
residential 

Medium density 
residential  

High density 
residential  

Informal 
residentialA 

Retail 
Commercial & 
warehousing 

Light industrial Medium industrialAN 
Heavy 

industrialAN 

Power stationA 
Office/consulting 

room 
Military or police 

base/station/compound 
Casino/entertainment 

complex 
Hospitality facility 

Open cast mine Underground mine 
Spoil heap or slimes 

damA 
Quarry, sand or 

borrow pit 
Dam or reservoir 

Hospital/medical 
center 

School 
Tertiary education 

facility 
Church Old age home 

Sewage treatment 
plantA 

Train station or 
shunting yardN 

Railway lineN 
Major road (4 lanes 

or more)N 
AirportN 

Harbour 
 

Sport facilities 
Golf course 

Polo fields 
Filling stationH 

Landfill or waste 
treatment siteA 

Plantation 
Agriculture 

River, stream or 
wetland 

Nature  
conservation 

area  
Mountain, koppie or 

ridge 
Museum Historical building Graveyard Archeological site 

Other land uses 
(describe): 
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If any of the boxes marked with an “N “are ticked, please consult an appropriate noise specialist to assist in the completion of 
this section.  
Has a specialist been consulted? YES NO 
If YES, please complete the following: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Will the ambient noise level have a negative impact on the proposed activity? YES NO 
If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 
 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
 
If any of the boxes marked with an “A“ are ticked, please consult an appropriate air quality specialist to assist in the completion 
of this section.  
Has a specialist been consulted? YES NO 
If YES, please complete the following: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Will the ambient air pollution level have a negative impact on the proposed activity? YES NO 
If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
 
If any of the boxes marked with an “H“ are ticked, please consult an appropriate health assessment specialist to assist in the 
completion of this section.  
Has a specialist been consulted? YES NO 
If YES, please complete the following: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Will the surrounding land use pose any unacceptable health risk on the proposed activity? YES NO 
If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 
 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
 
Alternative S3 (not applicable) 

Natural area 
Low density 
residential 

Medium density 
residential  

High density 
residential  

Informal 
residentialA 

Retail 
Commercial & 
warehousing 

Light industrial Medium industrialAN 
Heavy 

industrialAN 

Power stationA 
Office/consulting 

room 
Military or police 

base/station/compound 
Casino/entertainment 

complex 
Hospitality facility 

Open cast mine Underground mine 
Spoil heap or slimes 

damA 
Quarry, sand or 

borrow pit 
Dam or reservoir 

Hospital/medical 
center 

School 
Tertiary education 

facility 
Church Old age home 

Sewage treatment 
plantA 

Train station or 
shunting yardN 

Railway lineN 
Major road (4 lanes 

or more)N 
AirportN 
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Harbour 
 

Sport facilities Golf course Polo fields Filling stationH 

Landfill or waste 
treatment siteA 

Plantation Agriculture 
River, stream or 

wetland 

Nature  
conservation 

area 
Mountain, koppie or 

ridge 
Museum Historical building Graveyard Archeological site 

Other land uses 
(describe): 

 

 
If any of the boxes marked with an “N “are ticked, please consult an appropriate noise specialist to assist in the completion of 
this section.  
Has a specialist been consulted? YES NO 
If YES, please complete the following: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Will the ambient noise level have a negative impact on the proposed activity? YES NO 
If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 
 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
 
If any of the boxes marked with an “A“ are ticked, please consult an appropriate air quality specialist to assist in the completion 
of this section.  
Has a specialist been consulted? YES NO 
If YES, please complete the following: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Will the ambient air pollution level have a negative impact on the proposed activity? YES NO 
If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached? YES NO 
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
 
If any of the boxes marked with an “H“ are ticked, please consult an appropriate health assessment specialist to assist in the 
completion of this section.  
Has a specialist been consulted? YES NO 
If YES, please complete the following: 
Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  
Telephone:  Cell:  
E-mail:  Fax:  
Will the surrounding land use pose any unacceptable health risk on the proposed activity? YES NO 
If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 
 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 
If YES, specify:  
If YES, is such a report(s) attached?   
    
Signature of specialist:  Date:  
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6.  CULTURAL/HISTORICAL FEATURES 
(REFER TO HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT, APPENDIX E) 

 
Alternative S1 (preferred clustered site layout alternative) 

Are there any signs of culturally or historically significant elements, as defined in section 2 
of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999, (Act No. 25 of 1999), including  

YES NO 

archaeological or palaeontological sites, on or close (within 20m) to the site? Uncertain 
If YES, explain:  
If uncertain, conduct a specialist investigation by a recognised specialist in the field to establish whether there is 
such a feature(s) present on or close to the site. 
Briefly explain 
the findings of 
the specialist: 

 

Will any building or structure older than 60 years be affected in any way? YES NO 
Is it necessary to apply for a permit in terms of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 
(Act 25 of 1999)? 

YES NO 

If yes, please submit or, make sure that the applicant or a specialist submits the necessary application to SAHRA or 
the relevant provincial heritage agency and attach proof thereof to this application if such application has been 
made. 

 
Alternative S2 (non-preferred linear riverine site layout alternative) 

Are there any signs of culturally or historically significant elements, as defined in section 2 
of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999, (Act No. 25 of 1999), including  

YES NO 

archaeological or palaeontological sites, on or close (within 20m) to the site? Uncertain 
If YES, explain:  
If uncertain, conduct a specialist investigation by a recognised specialist in the field to establish whether there is 
such a feature(s) present on or close to the site. 
Briefly explain 
the findings of 
the specialist: 

 

Will any building or structure older than 60 years be affected in any way? YES NO 
Is it necessary to apply for a permit in terms of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 
(Act 25 of 1999)? 

YES NO 

If yes, please submit or, make sure that the applicant or a specialist submits the necessary application to SAHRA or 
the relevant provincial heritage agency and attach proof thereof to this application if such application has been 
made. 

 
Alternative S3 (not applicable) 

Are there any signs of culturally or historically significant elements, as defined in section 2 
of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999, (Act No. 25 of 1999), including  

YES NO 

archaeological or palaeontological sites, on or close (within 20m) to the site? Uncertain 
If YES, explain:  
If uncertain, conduct a specialist investigation by a recognised specialist in the field to establish whether there is 
such a feature(s) present on or close to the site. 
Briefly explain 
the findings of 
the specialist: 

 

Will any building or structure older than 60 years be affected in any way? 
 

YES NO 

Is it necessary to apply for a permit in terms of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 
(Act 25 of 1999)? 

YES NO 

If yes, please submit or, make sure that the applicant or a specialist submits the necessary application to SAHRA or 
the relevant provincial heritage agency and attach proof thereof to this application if such application has been 
made. 
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SECTION D: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 

 
1. ADVERTISEMENT  
 
The environmental assessment practitioner must follow any relevant guidelines adopted by the competent authority in respect 
of public participation and must at least – 
1(a) Fix a notice in a conspicuous place, on the property where it is intended to undertake the activity which states that an 

application will be submitted to the competent authority in terms of these regulations and which provides information on 
the proposed nature and location of the activity, where further information on the proposed activity can be obtained and 
the manner in which representations on the application may be made (Appendix F1). 

1(b) inform landowners and occupiers of adjacent land of the applicant’s intention to submit an application to the competent 
authority (Appendix F2). 

1(c)  inform landowners and occupiers of land within 100 metres of the boundary of the property where it is proposed to 
undertake the activity and whom may be directly affected by the proposed activity of the applicant’s intention to submit an 
application to the competent authority (Appendix F2);   

1(d) inform the ward councillor and any organisation that represents the community in the area of the applicant’s intention to 
submit an application to the competent authority (Appendix F3);  

1(e) inform the municipality which has jurisdiction over the area in which the proposed activity will be undertaken of the 
applicant’s intention to submit an application to the competent authority (Appendix F4); and 

1(f)  inform any organ of state that may have jurisdiction over any aspect of the activity of the applicant’s intention to submit an 
application to the competent authority (Appendix F5); and 

1(g) place a notice in one local newspaper or any Gazette that is published specifically for the purpose of providing notice to 
the public of applications made in terms of these regulations (Appendix F6).  

 

2. CONTENT OF ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES 
 
Advertisements and notices must indicate that an application will be submitted to the competent authority in terms of the EIA 
regulations, the nature and location of the activity, where further information on the proposed activity can be obtained and the 
manner in which representations in respect of the application can be made;  
 

3. PLACEMENT OF ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES 
 
Where the proposed activity may have impacts that extend beyond the municipal area where it is located, a notice must be 
placed in at least one provincial newspaper or national newspaper, indicating that an application will be submitted to the 
competent authority in terms of these regulations, the nature and location of the activity, where further information on the 
proposed activity can be obtained and the manner in which representations in respect of the application can be made, unless a 
notice has been placed in any Gazette that is published specifically for the purpose of providing notice to the public of 
applications made in terms of the EIA regulations.  
 
Advertisements and notices must make provision for site alternatives where appropriate.   
 

4. DETERMINATION OF APPROPRIATE MEASURES 
 
The practitioner must ensure that the public participation is adequate and must determine whether a public meeting or any 
other additional measure is appropriate or not based on the particular nature of each case.  Special attention should be given to 
the involvement of local community structures such as Ward Committees, ratepayers associations and traditional authorities 
where appropriate. Please note that public concerns that emerge at a later stage that should have been addressed may cause 
the competent authority to withdraw any authorisation it may have issued if it becomes apparent that the public participation 
process was inadequate.   

 
5. COMMENTS AND RESPONSE REPORT 
 
The practitioner must record all comments and respond to each comment of the public before the application is submitted.  The 
comments and responses must be captured in a comments and response report as prescribed in the EIA regulations and be 
attached to this application. The comments and response report must be attached under Appendix F7. 
 
6. LOCAL AUTHORITY PARTICIPATION 

 
Local authorities are key interested and affected parties in each application and no decision on any application will be made 
before the relevant local authority is provided with the opportunity to give input.  The planning and the environmental sections of 
the local authority must be informed of the application at least 30 (thirty) calendar days before the submission of the application. 
 
Has any comment been received from the local authority? YES NO 
If “YES”, briefly describe the feedback below (also attach any correspondence to and from the local authority to this 
application): 
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7. CONSULTATION WITH OTHER STAKEHOLDERS  
 
Any stakeholder that has a direct interest in the site or property, such as servitude holders and service providers, should be 
informed of the application at least 30 (thirty) calendar days before the submission of the application and be provided with the 
opportunity to comment. 
 
Has any comment been received from stakeholders? YES NO 
If “YES”, briefly describe the feedback below (also attach copies of any correspondence to and from the 
stakeholders to this application): 
 
 

 
 
8. REGISTER OF INTERESTED & AFFECTED PARTIES 

 
NAME CAPACITY CONTACT DETAILS 

Tlokwe Local Municipality Governmental stakeholder    (018) 2995352  
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SECTION E: IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

 
The assessment of impacts must adhere to the minimum requirements in the EIA Regulations, 2006, and should take 
applicable official guidelines into account.  The issues raised by interested and affected parties should also be addressed in the 
assessment of impacts. 
 

1. ISSUES RAISED BY INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES 
 
List the issues raised by interested and affected parties and / or the EAP.  
World Heritage Site Status 
The subject property forms part of the Vredefort Dome that was listed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) as World Heritage Site in July 2005. The process to promulgate the area as 
such in terms of South African legislation still needs to be concluded. The preservation of the unique character of this 
area thus needs to be paramount in the development of any related development proposal. The non-compulsory 
Interim Guidelines for Development in the Vredefort Dome read together with an Article on Development in the Dome 
in Impact Magazine, Issue No. 3 (Appendix G) highlights the following factors as being crucial for the preservation of 
this area’s unique character: 
 
Visibility 
New developments should be designed and built in such a way that it presents minimal visibility from roads and 
rivers. In instances where this is not possible due to topography or any other reason, the relevant Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP) must make provision for mitigation through the introduction of endemic shrubs and trees. 
    
Subdivisions 
The subdivision of farms is undesirable unless it represents a logical subdivision and/ or consolidation for example 
where a farm is being divided by a road. The ownership of a property by more than one owner that can each have 
his/her own residential unit is however not being excluded, as long as the property is still being managed as a unit. 
   
Layout 
If a development is being spread out evenly across an entire property it will lead to an increase in the required road, 
water, sanitation and electrical network. Together with an increase in visibility it may have a negative impact on the 
Dome’s character. Clustered development is thus being proposed as an alternative to dispersed development.  
 
River frontage 
It is important only to develop a percentage of each property’s river frontage and also to minimize visibility from the 
river. 
 
Labour 
Each development must make provision for the accommodation of labourers. There is not a town within the 
boundaries of the “Dome” if no provision is being made for labourers it may lead to informal settlement patterns.  
 
Scale 
The “Dome” consists of a large number of relatively small farms. Large developments will therefore almost always be 
close to an adjacent property. This may lead to a significant cumulative impact if approached in an indiscriminate 
manner. The emphasis should be on a larger number of smaller developments rather than a smaller (or larger) 
number of larger developments. Through this approach more landowners will be allowed to develop whilst at the 
same time preserving the prevalent unique rural character. 
 
Light pollution 
The limitation of light pollution does not necessarily mean that lights must be switched off at a certain time at night, 
but rather that light must be used in a sensible and effective manner. This may include the minimal use of floodlights 
that are not directed at rivers or into the air. 
 
Cumulative effect 
Indiscriminate and uncontrolled development trends may negatively impact on the unique rural character of the 
“Dome” and may also threaten its heritage status over time.   
 
Response from the practitioner to the issues raised by the interested and affected parties (A full response must be given in the 
Comments and Response Report that must be attached to this report):  
World Heritage Site Status 
The location of the subject property within the Vredefort Dome as well as its status as a World Heritage Site forms a 
central theme of this assessment. To this extent the most important impacts that are highlighted in the  non-
compulsory Interim Guidelines for Development in the Vredefort Dome read together with an article on Development 
in the Dome in Impact Magazine, Issue No. 3 (Appendix G) are also listed and considered in this assessment. The 
Dome Meteorite Park Conservancy was also afforded the opportunity to comment on the proposed development 
(Appendix F2). 
 
Visibility 
The development layout has been designed in such a way that it presents minimal visibility from the Venterskroon 
road or the Vaal River. The visibility of Erven 9 and 10 (Appendix C) to the west of the Venterskroon Road are being 
minimized through the use of distance, topography and vegetation. The visibility of Erven 1-8 and 11 (Appendix C) to 
the east of the Venterskroon Road next to the Vaal River are being minimized by locating it a distance from the river 
frontage amongst natural vegetation. 
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   Subdivisions 
Portion 3 Buffelskloof will still be managed as a unit as before whilst the proposed development may only lead to an 
increase in ownership.To this extent the proposed development thus does not contravene the Interim Guidelines for 
Development in the Vredefort Dome (Appendix G). 
 
Layout 
The proposed development is not being spread out evenly across an entire property in a dispersed manner but has 
been grouped into three different clusters / development zones namely the proposed development along the Vaal 
River (Erven 1-8 & 11), the Employee’s housing (Erf 10) and the Guest Lodge (Erf 9) (Appendix C). The resultant 
road, water, sanitation and electrical networks are therewith being limited and the potential visual impact is also being 
contained. To this extent the proposed development thus does not contravene the Interim Guidelines for 
Development in the Vredefort Dome (Appendix G). 
 
River frontage 
The proposed development does not take up the entire river frontage.  
 
Labour 
Erf 10 (Appendix C) of the proposed development makes provision for the accommodation of labourers. To this 
extent the proposed development conforms to the Interim Guidelines for Development in the Vredefort Dome 
(Appendix G). 
 
Scale 
The proposed development comprises approximately 5% of the total property size and represents a “smaller” 
development that needs to receive preference over “larger” developments. 
 
Light pollution 
Certain mitigation measures with regard to light pollution are being suggested elsewhere in this report. 
 
Cumulative effect 
The proposed development adheres to development guidelines that were laid down for the Vredefort Dome In 
addition the proposed development proposal is being subjected to all legislative approval process. Through legislative 
and social compliance it is the intention of the applicant to procure a sustainable development that will not introduce 
or accelerate any potential negative cumulative impact with regard to the receiving environment.  

 
2.  IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE PLANNING AND DESIGN PHASE  
 
List the potential site alternative related impacts (as appropriate) that are likely to occur as a result of the planning and design 
phase, including impacts relating to the choice of site alternatives.  
Alternative S1 (preferred clustered site layout alternative) 

Direct impacts: 
 
New developments should be designed in such a way that it presents minimal visibility from roads and rivers. In 
instances where this is not possible due to topography or any other reason, the relevant Environmental Management 
Plan (EMP) must make provision for mitigation through the introduction of endemic shrubs and trees. 
 
The subdivision of farms is undesirable unless it represents a logical subdivision and/ or consolidation for example 
where a farm is being divided by a road. The ownership of a property by more than one owner that can each have 
his/her own residential unit is however not being excluded, as long as the property is still being managed as a unit. 
   
If a development is being spread out evenly across an entire property it will lead to an increase in the required road, 
water, sanitation and electrical network. Together with an increase in visibility it may have a negative impact on the 
“Dome”’s character. Clustered development is thus being proposed as an alternative to dispersed development.  
 
It is important not to develop say more than 40% of each property’s river frontage and also to minimize visibility from 
the river. Each development must make provision for the accommodation of labourers. There is not a town within the 
boundaries of the “Dome” if no provision is being made for labourers it may lead to informal settlement patterns.  
 
The “Dome” consists of a large number of relatively small farms. Large developments will therefore almost always be 
close to an adjacent property. This may lead to a significant cumulative impact if approached in an indiscriminate 
manner. The emphasis should be on a larger number of smaller developments rather than a smaller (or larger) 
number of larger developments.  
 
The limitation of light pollution does not necessarily mean that lights must be switched off at a certain time at night, 
but rather that light must be used in a sensible and effective manner. This may include the minimal use of floodlights 
that are not directed at rivers or into the air. 
 
Indirect impacts: 
In principle the proposed development may negatively impact on the unique rural residential character of the 
Vredefort Dome area as enscribed in its world heritage status.  
 
Cumulative impacts: 
Indiscriminate and uncontrolled development trends may negatively impact on the unique rural character of the 
“Dome” and may also threaten its heritage status over time.   
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Alternative S2 (non-preferred linear riverine site layout alternative) 

Direct impacts: 
 
New developments should be designed in such a way that it presents minimal visibility from roads and rivers. In 
instances where this is not possible due to topography or any other reason, the relevant Environmental Management 
Plan (EMP) must make provision for mitigation through the introduction of endemic shrubs and trees. 
 
The subdivision of farms is undesirable unless it represents a logical subdivision and/ or consolidation for example 
where a farm is being divided by a road. The ownership of a property by more than one owner that can each have 
his/her own residential unit is however not being excluded, as long as the property is still being managed as a unit. 
   
If a development is being spread out evenly across an entire property it will lead to an increase in the required road, 
water, sanitation and electrical network. Together with an increase in visibility it may have a negative impact on the 
“Dome”’s character. Clustered development is thus being proposed as an alternative to dispersed development.  
 
It is important not to develop say more than 40% of each property’s river frontage and also to minimize visibility from 
the river. Each development must make provision for the accommodation of labourers. There is not a town within the 
boundaries of the “Dome” if no provision is being made for labourers it may lead to informal settlement patterns.  
 
The “Dome” consists of a large number of relatively small farms. Large developments will therefore almost always be 
close to an adjacent property. This may lead to a significant cumulative impact if approached in an indiscriminate 
manner. The emphasis should be on a larger number of smaller developments rather than a smaller (or larger) 
number of larger developments.  
 
The limitation of light pollution does not necessarily mean that lights must be switched off at a certain time at night, 
but rather that light must be used in a sensible and effective manner. This may include the minimal use of floodlights 
that are not directed at rivers or into the air. 
 
Indirect impacts: 
In principle the proposed development may negatively impact on the unique rural residential character of the 
Vredefort Dome area as enscribed in its world heritage status.  
 
Cumulative impacts: 
Indiscriminate and uncontrolled development trends may negatively impact on the unique rural character of the 
“Dome” and may also threaten its heritage status over time.   
 
Alternative S3 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 

 
No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: 
Loss of potential employment opportunities 
Indirect impacts: 
Loss of opportunity to strengthen the local commercial sector  
Cumulative impacts: 
- 
 
Indicate mitigation measures that may eliminate or reduce the potential impacts listed above: 
Alternative S1 (preferred alt) Alternative S2 (non-preferred alt) Alternative S3 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
VISIBILITY 
This preferred clustered site layout 
alternative has been designed in 
such a way that it presents minimal 
visibility from the Venterskroon road 
or the Vaal River. The visibility of 
Erven 10 to 15 (Appendix C1) to the 
west of the Venterskroon Road are 
being minimized through the use of 
distance, topography and vegetation. 
The visibility of Erven 1-9 (Appendix 
C1) to the east of the Venterskroon 
Road next to the Vaal River are 
being minimized by locating it a 
distance from the river frontage 
amongst natural vegetation. The 
clustered approached that are being 
followed further minimizes visibility. 
 

Direct impacts: 
 
VISIBILITY 
This non-preferred linear riverine site 
layout alternative does not minimize 
potential visual impacts to the same 
extent as the preferred clustered site 
layout altenative in that the units 
located on the river bank is being 
spread out in a dispersed and 
visually conspicuous manner 
(Appendix C2). 
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MANAGEMENT 
The same management model that 
was previously used for Portion 3 
Buffelskloof will still be applied and 
the property will still be managed as 
a unit. 
 
SERVICES   
A clustered layout design has been 
adopted (Appendix C1) as is being 
advocated in the  Interim 
Guidelines for Development in the 
Vredefort Dome (Appendix G).  This 
approach minimizes the extent of the 
resultant road, water, sanitation and 
electrical networks. 
 
 
COVERAGE & RIVER FRONTAGE 
The proposed layout (Appendix C1) 
has been design in such a way that it 
does not take up more than 40% of 
the property’s river frontage.  
 
 
 
 
LABOURERS’ HOUSING 
The proposed layout (Appendix C1) 
makes provision for the 
accommodation of labourers (Erf 10) 
as is being advocated in the Interim 
Guidelines for Development in the 
Vredefort Dome (Appendix G). 
 
SCALE 
The proposed development has also 
been designed to comprise only 
approximately 5% of the total 
property size – thereby placing it 
within a more preferred “smaller” 
development category.  
 
LIGHTING 
Lighting arrangements must be 
included in house plans that make 
minimal use of floodlights.  
 
Indirect impacts: 
The preservation of the unique 
character of the area already 
received recognition during the 
planning and design phase of the 
proposed development in that 
existing development guidelines 
were adhered to and the Dome 
Meteorite Park Conservancy was 
given the opportunity to provide 
comments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
The applicant strives towards a 
sustainable development that will not 
have a negative impact on the 
receiving environment through 
legislative and social compliance. 

MANAGEMENT 
The same management model that 
was previously used for Portion 3 
Buffelskloof will still be applied and 
the property will still be managed as 
a unit. 
 
SERVICES 
A linear or dispersed layout design 
has been adopted (Appendix C2). 
This design is not being advocated 
in the Interim Guidelines for 
Development in the Vredefort Dome 
(Appendix G). This approach also 
maximizes the extent of the resultant 
road, water, sanitation and electrical 
networks. 
 
COVERAGE & RIVER FRONTAGE  
The proposed layout (Appendix C2) 
has been design in such a way that it  
takes up more than 40% of the 
property’s river frontage. It also 
makes provision for the 
accommodation of labourers (Erf 
10). 
 
LABOURERS’ HOUSING 
The proposed layout (Appendix C2) 
makes provision for the 
accommodation of labourers (Erf 10) 
as is being advocated in the Interim 
Guidelines for Development in the 
Vredefort Dome (Appendix G). 
 
SCALE 
The proposed development has also 
been designed to comprise only 
approximately 5% of the total 
property size – thereby placing it 
within a more preferred “smaller” 
development category.  
 
LIGHTING 
Lighting arrangements must be 
included in house plans that make 
minimal use of floodlights.  
 
Indirect impacts: 
The preservation of the unique 
character of the area already 
received recognition during the 
planning and design phase of the 
proposed development in that 
existing development guidelines 
were adhered to and the Dome 
Meteorite Park Conservancy was 
given the opportunity to provide 
comments. However as is apparent 
in the aforegoing analysis, this non-
preferred linear / dispersed site 
layout alternative adheres to a lesser 
extent to existing development 
guidelines than the preferred 
clustered site layout alternative. 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
The applicant strives towards a 
sustainable development that will not 
have a negative impact on the 
receiving environment through 
legislative and social compliance. 

 
List the potential activity/technology alternative related impacts (as appropriate) that are likely to occur as a result of the 
planning and design phase: 
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The proposed activity (private resort) conforms to spatial and social planning initiatives for the area and activity / 
technology alternatives were therefore not considered. 
  
Alternative A1 (preferred alternative) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 

Alternative A2 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 

Alternative A3 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 

No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 

 
Indicate mitigation measures that may eliminate or reduce the potential impacts listed above: 
Alternative A1: (not applicable) Alternative A2: (not applicable) Alternative A3: (not applicable) 

   
 
 
 

3.  IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE 

 
List the potential site alternative related impacts (as appropriate) that are likely to occur as a result of the construction phase:  
Alternative S1 (preferred clustered site layout alternative) 

Direct impacts: 
 
New developments should be built in such a way that it presents minimal visibility from roads and rivers. In instances 
where this is not possible due to topography or any other reason, the relevant Environmental Management Plan 
(EMP) must make provision for mitigation through the introduction of endemic shrubs and trees. 
 
If a development is being spread out evenly across an entire property it will lead to an increase in the required road, 
water, sanitation and electrical network. Together with an increase in visibility it may have a negative impact on the 
“Dome”’s character. Clustered development is thus being proposed as an alternative to dispersed development.  
 
Each development must make provision for the accommodation of labourers.  
 
There is not a town within the boundaries of the “Dome” if no provision is being made for labourers it may lead to 
informal settlement patterns.  
 
The limitation of light pollution does not necessarily mean that lights must be switched off at a certain time at night, 
but rather that light must be used in a sensible and effective manner. This may include the minimal use of floodlights 
that are not directed at rivers or into the air. 
 
Indirect impacts: 
In principle the proposed development may negatively impact on the unique rural residential character of the 
Vredefort Dome area as enscribed in its world heritage status.  
 
Cumulative impacts: 

Indiscriminate and uncontrolled development trends may negatively impact on the 

unique rural character of the “Dome” and may also threaten its heritage status over 

time.   
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Alternative S2 (non-preferred linear riverine site layout alternative) 

Direct impacts: 
 
New developments should be built in such a way that it presents minimal visibility from roads and rivers. In instances 
where this is not possible due to topography or any other reason, the relevant Environmental Management Plan 
(EMP) must make provision for mitigation through the introduction of endemic shrubs and trees. 
 
If a development is being spread out evenly across an entire property it will lead to an increase in the required road, 
water, sanitation and electrical network. Together with an increase in visibility it may have a negative impact on the 
“Dome”’s character. Clustered development is thus being proposed as an alternative to dispersed development.  
 
Each development must make provision for the accommodation of labourers.  
 
There is not a town within the boundaries of the “Dome” if no provision is being made for labourers it may lead to 
informal settlement patterns.  
 
The limitation of light pollution does not necessarily mean that lights must be switched off at a certain time at night, 
but rather that light must be used in a sensible and effective manner. This may include the minimal use of floodlights 
that are not directed at rivers or into the air. 
 
Indirect impacts: 
In principle the proposed development may negatively impact on the unique rural residential character of the 
Vredefort Dome area as enscribed in its world heritage status.  
 
Cumulative impacts: 
Indiscriminate and uncontrolled development trends may negatively impact on the unique rural character of the 
“Dome” and may also threaten its heritage status over time.   
Alternative S3 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 

No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: 
Loss of potential employment opportunities 
Indirect impacts: 
Loss of opportunity to strengthen the local commercial sector  
Cumulative impacts: 
- 
 
Indicate mitigation measures that may eliminate or reduce the potential impacts listed above: 
Alternative S1 (preferred alt) Alternative S2 (non-preferred alt) Alternative S3 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
The construction of units must take 
place in such a way that it presents 
minimal visibility from the 
Venterskroon road or the Vaal River. 
Site clearing must take place with 
circumspection and natural 
vegetation must only be removed if 
necessary and in accordance with 
the relevant EMP. Natural material 
and neutral colours must be used 
where possible. Landscaping should 
take place by using endemic shrubs 
and trees in such a way that in 
minimized the visual impact of 
structures. 
 
Service networks to the respective 
developments clusters must where 
possible follow existing disturbed 
ecological footprints. 
 
During the construction phase 
labourers must be accomodated on 
Erf 10 (Appendix C1). 
 
Lighting arrangements during 
construction must be restricted to 

Direct impacts: 
The construction of units must take 
place in such a way that it presents 
minimal visibility from the 
Venterskroon road or the Vaal River. 
Site clearing must take place with 
circumspection and natural 
vegetation must only be removed if 
necessary and in accordance with 
the relevant EMP. Natural material 
and neutral colours must be used 
where possible. Landscaping should 
take place by using endemic shrubs 
and trees in such a way that in 
minimized the visual impact of 
structures. 
 
Service networks to the respective 
developments clusters must where 
possible follow existing disturbed 
ecological footprints. 
 
During the construction phase 
labourers must be accomodated on 
Erf 10 (Appendix C2). 
 
Lighting arrangements during 
construction must be restricted to 
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working hours as laid down in the 
relevant EMP. Minimal use must be 
made of floodlights.  
 
Indirect impacts: 
Construction activities must not 
impact negatively on the unique 
character of the area, either through 
visual and social disruption or in any 
other manner. 
 
Cumulative impacts: 

The construction process 

must take place according 

to all relevant legislative 

control and permitting 

processes. 

working hours as laid down in the 
relevant EMP. Minimal use must be 
made of floodlights.  
 
Indirect impacts: 
Construction activities must not 
impact negatively on the unique 
character of the area, either through 
visual and social disruption or in any 
other manner. 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
The construction process must take 
place according to all relevant 
legislative control and permitting 
processes. 

 
List the potential activity/technology alternative related impacts (as appropriate) that are likely to occur as a result of the 
construction phase:  
 
The proposed activity (private resort) does not contradict spatial or social planning initiatives for the area and activity 
/ technology alternatives were therefore not considered. 
 
Alternative A1 (preferred alternative) (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 

Alternative A2 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 

Alternative A3 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 

No-go alternative (compulsory) (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 

 
Indicate mitigation measures that may eliminate or reduce the potential impacts listed above: 
Alternative A1:(not applicable) Alternative A2: (not applicable)  Alternative A3: (not applicable) 

   

 
 
4.  IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE OPERATIONAL PHASE 

 
List the potential site alternative related impacts (as appropriate) that are likely to occur as a result of the operational phase: 
Alternative S1 (preferred clustered site layout alternative) 

Direct impacts: 
 
New developments should be maintained in such a way that it presents minimal visibility from roads and rivers. In 
instances where this is not possible due to topography or any other reason, the relevant Environmental Management 
Plan (EMP) must make provision for mitigation through the introduction of endemic shrubs and trees. 
 
Each development must make provision for the accommodation of labourers. There is not a town within the 
boundaries of the “Dome” if no provision is being made for labourers it may lead to informal settlement patterns.  
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The limitation of light pollution does not necessarily mean that lights must be switched off at a certain time at night, 
but rather that light must be used in a sensible and effective manner. This may include the minimal use of floodlights 
that are not directed at rivers or into the air. 
Indirect impacts: 
In principle the proposed development may negatively impact on the unique rural residential character of the 
Vredefort Dome area as enscribed in its world heritage status.  
 
Cumulative impacts: 

Indiscriminate and uncontrolled development trends may negatively impact on the 

unique rural character of the “Dome” and may also threaten its heritage status over 

time.   
Alternative S2 (non-preferred linear riverine site layout alternative) 

Direct impacts: 
 
New developments should be maintained in such a way that it presents minimal visibility from roads and rivers. In 
instances where this is not possible due to topography or any other reason, the relevant Environmental Management 
Plan (EMP) must make provision for mitigation through the introduction of endemic shrubs and trees. 
 
Each development must make provision for the accommodation of labourers. There is not a town within the 
boundaries of the “Dome” if no provision is being made for labourers it may lead to informal settlement patterns.  
 
The limitation of light pollution does not necessarily mean that lights must be switched off at a certain time at night, 
but rather that light must be used in a sensible and effective manner. This may include the minimal use of floodlights 
that are not directed at rivers or into the air. 
Indirect impacts: 
In principle the proposed development may negatively impact on the unique rural residential character of the 
Vredefort Dome area as enscribed in its world heritage status.  
 
Cumulative impacts: 
Indiscriminate and uncontrolled development trends may negatively impact on the unique rural character of the 
“Dome” and may also threaten its heritage status over time.   
Alternative S3 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 

No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: 
Loss of potential employment opportunities 
Indirect impacts: 
Loss of opportunity to strengthen the local commercial sector  
Cumulative impacts: 
- 
 
Indicate mitigation measures that may eliminate or reduce the potential impacts listed above: 
Alternative S1 (preferred alt) Alternative S2 (non-preferred alt) Alternative S3 

Direct impacts: 
Only neutral colours and natural 
material must be used in the 
maintenance of structures. 
 
Gardening and planting of trees 
must be done with minimal 
disturbance of natural vegetation 
and in such a way that structures are 
being screened from road and river. 
 
Road, water, sanitation and electrical 
networks must be properly managed 
and maintained. 
 
Labourers must be accommodated 
on Erf 10 (Appendix C1). 
 
Minimal use must be made of 
floodlights. No lighting must be 
directed towards road or river.  
 
Indirect impacts: 
The unique character of the area 
must be taken into account and 

Direct impacts: 
Only neutral colours and natural 
material must be used in the 
maintenance of structures. 
 
Gardening and planting of trees 
must be done with minimal 
disturbance of natural vegetation 
and in such a way that structures are 
being screened from road and river. 
 
Road, water, sanitation and electrical 
networks must be properly managed 
and maintained. 
 
Labourers must be accommodated 
on Erf 10 (Appendix C2). 
 
Minimal use must be made of 
floodlights. No lighting must be 
directed towards road or river.  
 
Indirect impacts: 
The unique character of the area 
must be taken into account and 
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preserved during the execution of all 
operational activities and duties. 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
All legislatives laws and by-laws 
must be adhered to during the 
execution of all operational activities 
and duties. 
 

preserved during the execution of all 
operational activities and duties. 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
All legislatives laws and by-laws 
must be adhered to during the 
execution of all operational activities 
and duties. 
 

 
List the potential activity/technology alternative related impacts (as appropriate) that are likely to occur as a result of the 
operational phase: 
 
The proposed activity (private resort) does not contravene spatial and social planning initiatives for the area and 
activity / technology alternatives were therefore not considered. 
 
 
 
Alternative A1 (preferred alternative) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 

Alternative A2 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 
Alternative A3 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 
No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
 

 
Indicate mitigation measures that may eliminate or reduce the potential impacts listed above: 
Alternative A1 (N.A.) Alternative A2 (N.A.) Alternative A3 (N.A.) 

   

 
 
5.  IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE DECOMISSIONING AND CLOSURE  

PHASE 

   
List the potential site alternative related impacts (as appropriate) that are likely to occur as a result of the decommissioning or 
closure phase: 
 
Due to the permanent nature of the proposed development impacts that may result from the decommissioning and 
closure phase were not identified 
 
Alternative S1 (preferred alternative) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
Alternative S2 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
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Alternative S3 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 

 
Indicate mitigation measures that may eliminate or reduce the potential impacts listed above: 
Alternative S1 (N.A.) Alternative S2 (N.A.) Alternative S3 (N.A.) 

   

 
List the potential activity/technology alternative related impacts (as appropriate) that are likely to occur as a result of the 
decommissioning and closure phase: 
Alternative A1 (preferred alternative) (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
Alternative A2 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
Alternative A3 (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts: 
No-go alternative (compulsory) (not applicable) 

Direct impacts: 
Indirect impacts: 
Cumulative impacts: 

 
Indicate mitigation measures that may eliminate or reduce the potential impacts listed above: 
Alternative A1 (N.A.) Alternative A2 (N.A.) Alternative A3 (N.A.) 

   
 
 

6. PROPOSED MANAGEMENT OF IMPACTS AND MITIGATION 
 
Indicate how identified impacts and mitigation will be monitored and/or audited.  
Alternative S1 (preferred alt) Alternative S2 (non-preferred alt) Alternative S3 (N.A.) 

The appointment of an 
Environmental Control Officer to 
monitor and / or audit the proposed 
development according to the 
provisos of an Environmental 
Management Plan as well as the 
relevant Record of Decision 

The appointment of an 
Environmental Control Officer to 
monitor and / or audit the proposed 
development according to the 
provisos of an Environmental 
Management Plan as well as the 
relevant Record of Decision 

 

 
Alternative A1 (N.A.) Alternative A2 (N.A.) Alternative A3 (N.A.) 

   

 
 

7.  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
Taking the assessment of potential impacts into account, please provide an environmental impact statement that sums up the 
impact that the proposed activity and its alternatives may have on the environment after the management and mitigation of 
impacts have been taken into account with specific reference to types of impact, duration of impacts, likelihood of potential 
impacts actually occurring and the significance of impacts.  
Alternative S1 (preferred clustered site layout alternative) 

The proposed development footprint to a large extent consists of biologically degraded land (Appendix B). New 
ecological footprints (Erven 1-8, 11, 13, 14 & 15, Appendix C1) as far as possible have been demarcated on areas 
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characterized by natural bush clearing. Furthermore a clustered site layout approach has been followed in order to 
minimize potential visual, ecological and service delivery impacts. 
 
An ecological habitat survey (Appendix K) does not reveal the presence of any Red Data species or any other 
sensitive ecological areas on the proposed and existing ecological footprints. 
   
A geotechnical report that was commissioned (Appendix E) does not reveal any geological anomalies representing 
adverse impacts with regard to the proposed development.  
 
An Engineering Services Report (Appendix I) confirms that services can be delivered to the proposed residential 
development. 
 
It also became apparent during the assessment that the development proposal broadly complies with the non-
compulsory interim guidelines for development laid down by the Dome Meteorite Park Conservancy (Appendix G). 
 
A social impact assessment of the area in relation to the proposed development did not reveal any ‘fatal flaws’ or 
negative impacts that cannot be mitigated and the implementation of the proposed development is recommended. 
The relevant report (Appendix L) also refers to compliance of the proposed development to spatial planning initiatives 
for the area in question and finds it to be fully compatible with its socio-economic environment. Mitigation measures 
proposed in the relevant report should be read and implemented together with the relevant Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP). 

A Heritage Impact Assessment report was also commissioned and recommends the proposed development from a 
heritage point of view. 
  
During the proposed public participation process no objections were received from potential Interested and Affected 
Parties. 
 
Thus, based on the aforesaid and the assessment of potential impacts and given the effective application of the 
recommended mitigating measures, the proposed development should not represent a drastic environmental change 
with regard to present land use practices, social patterns, socio-economic conditions, environmental sensitivity, 
seasonal presence and other related aspects.  
 

 
Alternative S2 (non-preferred linear riverine site layout alternative) 

The proposed development footprint to a large extent consists of biologically degraded land (Appendix B). New 
ecological footprints (Erven 1-8, Appendix C2) as far as possible have been demarcated on areas characterized by 
natural bush clearing. A linear approach has been followed with the placement of the residential units along the bank 
of the Vaal River. This approach increases visibility and it also increases the potential ecological and service delivery 
impacts of the proposed development. 
 
An ecological habitat survey (Appendix K) does not reveal the presence of any Red Data species or any other 
sensitive ecological areas on the proposed and existing ecological footprints. 
   
A geotechnical report that was commissioned (Appendix E) does not reveal any geological anomalies representing 
adverse impacts with regard to the proposed development.  
 
An Engineering Services Report (Appendix I) confirms that services can be delivered to the proposed residential 
development. 
 
It also became apparent during the assessment that the development proposal broadly complies with the non-
compulsory interim guidelines for development laid down by the Dome Meteorite Park Conservancy (Appendix G). 
However, this specific layout complies to a lesser extent to these guidelines than the preferred clustered layout 
alternative (Appendix C1).  
  
A social impact assessment of the area in relation to the proposed development did not reveal any ‘fatal flaws’ or 
negative impacts that cannot be mitigated and the implementation of the proposed development is recommended. 
The relevant report (Appendix L) also refers to compliance of the proposed development to spatial planning initiatives 
for the area in question and finds it to be fully compatible with its socio-economic environment. Mitigation measures 
proposed in the relevant report should be read and implemented together with the relevant Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP). 

A Heritage Impact Assessment report was also commissioned and recommends the proposed development from a 
heritage point of view. 
  
During the proposed public participation process no objections were received from potential Interested and Affected 
Parties. 
 
Thus, based on the aforesaid and the assessment of potential impacts and given the effective application of the 
recommended mitigating measures, the proposed development should not represent a drastic environmental change 
with regard to present land use practices, social patterns, socio-economic conditions, environmental sensitivity, 
seasonal presence and other related aspects.  
 
However, since the proposed clustered site layout alternative shows higher compliance to the principles of the non-
compulsory interim guidelines for development laid down by the Dome Meteorite Park Conservancy (Appendix G) 
than this linear approach, the clustered site layout alternative should receive preference. 
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Alternative S3 (not applicable) 

 

Alternative A1 (preferred alternative) (not applicable) 

 
Alternative A2 (not applicable) 

 

Alternative A3 (not applicable) 

 

No-go alternative (compulsory) 

If the development does not continue it will lead to a loss of potential employment opportunities and the potential 
strengthening of the local commercial sector.   

 
 
8. RECOMMENDATION OF PRACTITIONER 
 
Is the information contained in this report and the documentation attached hereto sufficient to  YES NO 
make a decision in respect of the activity applied for (in the view of the environmental assessment practitioner). 
If “NO”, indicate the aspects that should be assessed further as part of a Scoping and EIA process before a decision can be 
made (list the aspects that require further assessment): 
 
If “YES”, please list any recommended conditions, including mitigation measures, that should be considered for inclusion in any 
authorisation that may be granted by the competent authority in respect of the application: 
The appointment of an Environmental Control Officer to oversee the implementation of the proposed development 
should serve as condition for environmental authorization. 

 
SECTION F: APPENDIXES 
 
Appendix A:  Site / Locality plan 
Appendix B:  Photographs 
Appendix C:  Facility illustration / Layout plan 
Appendix D:  Proposed Dome Refuse Removal & Recycling Plan 
Appendix E:  Geotechnical Investigation Report 
Appendix F:  Public Participation: 
 
 Appendix F1:  On-site notice 

Appendix F2:  Notification of neighbouring landowners and Dome 
Meteorite Park Conservancy 

 Appendix F3:  Notification of ward councilor 
 Appendix F4:  Notification of municipality  

Appendix F5:  Notification of Department of Water Affairs 
Appendix F6:  Advertisement in Provincial Gazette 

 Appendix F7:  Comments and response report 
 
Appendix G:  Non-compulsory Interim Guidelines for Development in the Vredefort 

Dome & Article on Development in the Dome, Impact Magazine, 
Issue No 3 

Appendix H: Expertise and qualifications of Environmental Assessment 
Practitioner 

Appendix I: Engineering services report and water quantity & quality results 
Appendix J: Draft Environmental Management Plan 
Appendix K: Ecological Habitat Survey 
Appendix L: Social Impact Assessment 
Appendix M: Heritage Impact Assessment 
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APPENDIX A:  LOCALITY PLAN 
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APPENDIX B:  PHOTOGRAPHS 
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From the centre of Erf 9 (Guest Lodge) to the north 

 
 

From the centre of Erf 9 (Guest Lodge) to the north east 
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From the centre of Erf 9 (Guest Lodge) to the east 

 
 

From the centre of Erf 9 (Guest Lodge) to the south east 
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From the centre of Erf 9 (Guest Lodge) to the south 

 
 

From the centre of Erf 9 (Guest Lodge) to the south west 
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From the centre of Erf 9 (Guest Lodge) to the west 

 
 

From the centre of Erf 9 (Guest Lodge) to the north west 
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From the centre of a proposed residential unit stand to the north 

 
 

From the centre of a proposed residential unit stand to the north east 
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From the centre of a proposed residential unit stand to the east 

 
 

From the centre of a proposed residential unit stand to the south east 
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From the centre of a proposed residential unit stand to the south 

 
 

From the centre of a proposed residential unit stand to the south west 
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From the centre of a proposed residential unit stand to the west 

 
 

From the centre of a proposed residential unit stand to the north west 
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APPENDIX C:  FACILITY ILLUSTRATION / LAYOUT PLANS 
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Appendix C1: Preferred clustered riverine site layout plan 
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Appendix C2: Non-preferred linear riverine site layout plan 
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APPENDIX D:  PROPOSED DOME REFUSE REMOVAL & RECYCLING 

PLAN (IMPACT MAGAZINE NO. 3) 
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APPENDIX E:  HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
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2001/077745/23 

AFRICAN HERITAGE CONSULTANTS CC 
 

DR. UDO S KÜSEL 
 
 
 

 

       9 December 2011 

 

CULTURAL HERITAGE RESOURCES IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT OF PORTIONS OF PORTION 3 OF THE 
FARM BUFFELSKLOOF 511 IQ  
NORTH WEST PROVINCE   

 

1. DEFINITION 
 

The broad generic term Cultural Heritage Resources refers to any physical and 

spiritual property associated with past and present human use or occupation of 

the environment, cultural activities and history.  The term includes sites, 

structures, places, natural features and material of palaeontological, 

archaeological, historical, aesthetic, scientific, architectural, religious, symbolic 

or traditional importance to specific individuals or groups, traditional systems of 

cultural practice, belief or social interaction. 

 

2. PROTECTED SITES IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL 
HERITAGE ACT, Act. NO. 25 OF 1999 
 

The following are the most important sites and objects protected by the National 

Heritage Act: 

 

1.1 Structures or parts of structures older than 60 years. 

1.2 Archaeological sites and objects. 

1.3 Palaeontological sites. 

1.4 Meteorites. 

1.5 Ship wrecks. 

1.6 Burial grounds. 

1.7 Graves of victims of conflict. 

1.8 Public monuments and memorials. 

1.9 Structures, places and objects protected through the publication of 

notices in the Gazette and Provincial Gazette. 

1.10 Any other places or object, which is considered to be of interest or of 

historical or cultural significance. 

1.11 Geological sites of scientific or cultural importance. 

1.12 Sites of significance relating to the history of slavery in South Africa. 

1.13 Objects to which oral traditions are attached. 

1.14 Sites of cultural significance or other value to a community or pattern of 

South African history. 

Tel: (012) 567 6046 Fax: 086 594 9721 

Cell: 082 498 0673 

E-mail: udo@nconnect.co.za 

Website: www.africanheritage.co.za 

 

P.O. Box 652 

Magalieskruin 

0150 
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3.        METHODOLOGY 
 
The site was visited and inspected on foot.  All appropriate documents on the 

area were studied. 

 

4.       RESULTS 
 

The possible heritage sites on the farm were visited together with farm workers 

who have been on the farm for many years.   

 

The following heritage sites were recorded: 

 

• Two graves of the Möller family underneath a large tree at S26° 52’ 6.5” 

& E27° 17’ 0.9” were recorded.  Christina Möller died on 18 December 

1930 and another Christina Möller died on 16 December 1931- see 

photograph below and Google Map page 9, No 1.  

 

 

 
 

According to the farm workers the original house stood where the 

modern swimming pool is situated at present. 

 

• A second cemetery with eight graves was recorded at S26° 52’ 17.87” & 

E27° 17’ 23.4”.  The graves might also date to the 1930/40`s and are 

overgrown by trees and shrubs to such an extent that the graves are 

difficult to spot – see photograph below and Google Map page 9, No.2. 
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•  At S26° 52’ 8.2” & E27° 17’ 16.7” are eight modern graves of farm 

workers – see photograph below and Google Map page 9, No.3 

 

 

 
 

• Gold was mined in the Vredefort Dome area at the end of the 19th and 

beginning of the 20th century.  A number of small gold digging quarries 

occur on the farm.  The two largest are at: 
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S26° 52’ 10.5” & E27° 17’ 11.0” - see photograph below and Google 

Map page 9, No.4 

 

 
 

   

S26° 52’ 24.6” & E27° 17’ 23.4” - see photograph below and Google 

Map page 9, No.5 

 

 

 
 

• A Late Iron Age archaeological site was found at S26° 52’ 1.3” & E27° 

17’ 1.7”.  The site is relative small and consists of a number of low semi 

circular stone walls.  The site is overgrown by dense bush veldt 

vegetation – see photograph below and Google Map page 9, No.6.   
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The two cemeteries will be cleaned and fenced in.  The archaeological site will 

also not be affected by the proposed development. 

 

 

5. EVALUATION AND RATING (FIELD RATING) 
 

5.1 Cemeteries 
 
The cemeteries are important and should be cleaned and fenced in.  They are 

given a field rating of IV C. 

 

5.2 Gold Quarries 
 
In the area where the gold quarries were recorded far better sites exists on the 

mountain slopes.  The quarries are only of local interest and given a field rating 

of IV C. 

 

5.3 Late Iron Age Site 
 
The site is a typical Late Tswana site of the south Transvaal.  The site is 

relatively small and of local interest and is given a field rating of IV B.   

 

6. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (HERITAGE VALUE) 
 

All the recorded sites are of low heritage value. 
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

It is recommended that: 

 
7.1  Cemeteries   
 
The recorded cemeteries should be cleaned and fenced in.  If the 

developer intends to move the cemeteries this should be done in 

accordance with existing legislation affecting cemeteries – see 

appendix A. 

 
7.2  Gold Quarries  
 
These are of low significance and can be destroyed. 

 
7.3 Late Iron Age Site   

 
This site must be protected.  If any development take place near the 

site it should be fully recorded and mitigated. 

 
8. SITE INFORMATION 

 
 

Owners contact details: 

 

Dr M N Hermann (representing Seriso 530 (Pty) Ltd): 0824537358 

Developers contact details: 

 

Same as above. 

Consultants contact details: 

 

Nico Blignaut (Welwyn Town Planners) Cell: 0825625590 

Type of development (e.g. low cost housing project, mining etc.) 

 

Recreational / rural residential. 

Whether rezoning and/or subdivision of land is involved: 

 

Rezoning and the possible subdivision of land is involved. 

Full location of Province, Magisterial District/Local Authority, property (e.g. farm, erf 

name and number: 

 

North West Province. Tlokwe Local Municipality. Portions of Portion 3 Buffelskloof 

511 IQ. 

Location map must have the polygon of the area to be surveyed on it and full 

geographical coordinates for all relevant points and where applicable indication of the 

area to be developed (footprint): 

Attached 

If possible an aerial photograph of the specific area showing the location of all site. 

Attached 
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10. Maps and Appendix A 
 

• Locality Map page 8 

• Google Map page 9 

• Appendix A Archaeology, graves and the Law page 10 -11 
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Locality Map 
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Google Map 
 

 
 

 

 

No. 1 – Graves of the Möller family 
No. 2 – Cemetery with 8 graves 
No. 3 – Modern cemetery with 8 graves of farmworkers 
No. 4 – Gold digging quarry 
No. 5 -  Gold digging quarry 
No. 6 – Late Iron Age archaeological Site 
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APPENDIX A  
 
ARCHAEOLOGY, GRAVES AND THE LAW 
 

• In terms of Section 36(3) of the National Heritage Resources Act, no person may, 

without a permit issued by the relevant heritage resources authority: 

 

(a) destroy, damage, alter, exhume or remove from its original position of otherwise 

disturb the grave          of a victim of conflict, or any burial ground or part thereof 

which contains such graves; 

 

 

(b) destroy, damage, alter, exhume or remove from its original position or otherwise 

disturb any grave or burial ground older than 60 years which is situated outside a 

formal cemetery administered by a local authority; or 

 

(c) bring onto or use at a burial ground or grave referred to in paragraph  

 
(a) or (b) any excavation, or any equipment which assists in the detection or recovery of metals. 

 

• Human remains that are less than 60 years old are subject to provisions of the Human 

Tissue Act (Act 65 of 1983) and to local regulations.  

 

• Exhumation of graves must conform to the standards set out in the Ordinance on 

Excavations (Ordinance no. 12 of 1980) (replacing the old Transvaal Ordinance no. 7 

of 1925). Permission must also be gained from the descendants (where known), the 

National Department of Health, Provincial Department of Health, Premier of the 

Province and local police. Furthermore, permission must also be gained from the 

various landowners (i.e. where the graves are located and where they are to be 

relocated) before exhumation can take place. 

 

• A registered undertaker can only handle human remains or an institution declared 

under the Human Tissues Act (Act 65 of 1983 as amended). 

 

• Unidentified/unknown graves are also handled as older than 60 until proven otherwise 

 

THE PROCESS/STEPS THAT ARE TAKEN 
 
SITE VISIT: WHAT IS DONE DURING THIS SITE VISIT? 
 
Physical documentation of graves prior to exhumation: Photographic, GPS, Site Maps, Final 

counting etc… 

 

Determining context of graves: If any, are they associated with other sites such as 

farmhouses/structures etc… 
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SITE SIGNS AND ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
Notices (in compliance with the National Heritage Resources Act) must be placed on the 

site/s, indicating the intent of relocation. This must be in at least 3 languages and has to be up 

for a minimum of 60 days. 

As part of the preliminary social consultation, newspaper ads as well as radio announcements 

has to be made as well 

This is in order that family members/descendants, if any, can reply/come forward to indicate 

if any of the graves belong to them 
 
SOCIAL CONSULTATION 
 
If any individuals responded during initial consultation/public participation, then full social 

consultation undertaken. This will include speaking to individuals regarding graves, their 

family wishes, getting consent for relocation/reburial etc… 

It could also include an Open Day/Traditional Ceremony (or more than one if necessary) 

 
PERMIT APPLICATIONS 
 
Undertakers permits applied for and obtained during social consultation 

Only after all necessary documents, family consent obtained, landowner letter, can SAHRA 

Permit be applied for and obtained. A few weeks should be budgeted for this. 

 
EXHUMATION & RELOCATION 
 
When permits obtained physical exhumation, investigation and reburial commences  

 
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION OF BURIALS: 
DOCUMENTATION FORM   
 

This form contains the following information for each burial: 

Feature/Burial No  Site Name/No  GPS Reading  Farm Name/No 
Province   Location of new cemetery  
It also includes information on the 
Burial Type 
Burial Dimensions 
Grave Type 
Grave Dimensions 
Associated sites/features 
Specimens or grave goods found 
The state of preservation and percentage completeness of the human skeletal material 
Sex and Age of the individual 
Further Remarks 
Information on the headstone and grave dressing (if any)  
Photographs of each grave, headstone (if any), the skeletal remains, grave goods etc… 
are also taken and used in the final documentation 
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APPENDIX F:  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
  



 

 

63

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX F1:  ON-SITE NOTICE 
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