environmental affairs

Environmental Affairs
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Private Bag X 447- PRETORIA - 0001 Fedsure Budding - 315 Pretorius Street - PRETORIA
Tel {+27 12) 310 3911 - Fax (+ 2712) 322 2682

NEAS Reference: DEA/EIA/0001501/2012
DEA Reference: 14/12/16/3/31/728
Enquirles: Vincentia Phukubye
Telephone: 012-396 1780 Fax: 01 5.490-7539 E-mail: vphukubye@environment.gov.za

Howard Ramsden
Company hame

P.0. Box 2505
SUNNINGHILL WEST
2072

Fax no: 086 719 4531
PER FACSIMILE / MAIL
Dear Mr Ramsden

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998: GN R. 543/5448546: CONSTRUCTION OF 19MW
SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY ON THE REMAINDER OF FARM CAROLOUS POORT 207 WITHIN
UMSOBOMVU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE

With reference 1o the above application, please be advised that the Department has decided to grant
authorisation. The environmental authorisation (EA) and reasons for the decision are attached
herewith.

In terms of regulation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010
(the Regulations), you are instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties, in wriling
and within 12 (twelve) days of the date of the EA, of the Department's decision in respect of your
application as well as the provisions regarding the submission of appeals that are contained in the
Regulations.

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regulaticns, which prescribes the appeal procedure to be
iollowed. This procedure is summarised in the attached document. Kindly include a copy of this
document with the letier of notification to interested and affected parties.

Should the applicant or any other party wish to appeal any aspect of the decision a notice of intention to
appeal must be lodged by all prospective appellanis with the Minister, within 20 days of the date of the
EA, by means of one of the following methods.

By facsimile: 0123207561,

By post: Private Bag X447,
Pretoria, 0001; or

By hand: 9nd Floor, Fedsure Building, North Tower,
Cnr. Lilian Ngoyi {Van der Walt) and Pretorius Streets,
Pretoria.
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If the applicant wishes to lodge an appeal, it must also serve a copy of the notice of intention to appel
on all registered interested and affected parties as well as a notice indicating where, and for what
period, the appeal submission will be available for inspection, should you intend to su bmit an appeal.

Please include the Department (Aftention: Director. Integrated Environmental Authorisations) in the list
of interested and affected parties, notified through your nolification letter o interested and affected
parties, for record purposes.

Appeals must be submitted in writing to:

Mr Z Hassam Director: Appeals and Legal Review, of this Department at the above mentioned
addresses or fax number. Mr Hassam can also be contacted &t '

Tel:  012-310-3271
. Email: Ag@snirecleratg@enﬁmnment.gw.za

The authorised acfivilies shall not commence within twenty (20) days of the date of signature of the
authorisation.  Further, please note that the Minister may, on receipt of appeals against the
authorisation or conditions thereof suspend the authorisation pending the outcome of the appeals
procedure. : '

Yours sincerely

gﬂfé o
Mr Mark Gord

Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Environmental Affairs
Date: 20 Kprdt 2013

CC_ | Nir Lusan Rathanya | Savannah Environmental (Ply] Lia__| Tek: 0116662337 | Fax 085684 0547 __]

| Mr E BOTES | NCDENC Tel 053 807 7300 | Fax 053 807 7367
Mr T Zwane Appegls Authority (DEA) | Tel 012-310-3929 Fax. 012-320-7961
Mr S Malaza Compliance Monitoring (DEA) | Tel: 012-310-3387 Fax: 012-320-5744 |
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APPEALS FROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF THE NEMA EIA REGULATIONS, 2010 (THE REGULATIONS) AS PER
GN R 543 OF 2010 TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED AND AFEECTED PARTIES UPON RECEIPT
OF NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION (EA)

and draw their attention to their right to appeal against
the EA in terms of Chapter 7 of the Regulations.

APPLICANT INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES (IAPs) |
1 Receive EA from the relevant Competent Authority {the Receive EA from Applicani/Consultant,
Department of Environmental Affairs [DEA]).
7 Within 12 days of date of the EA notify all IAPs of the EA /A

3. . If you want to appeal against the EA, submit a notice of

with the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs (the
Minister).

intention to appeal within 20 days of the date ofthe EA

If you want to appeal against the EA, submit a notice of
intention to appeal within 20 days of the date of the EA. with
the Iinister of Water and Environmental Affairs (the Minister).

4. After having submitted your notice of intention to appeal
to the Minister, provide each registered IAP with a copy
of the notice of intention to appeal within 10 days of
lodging the notice.

After having submitted your notice of intention to appealto |
the Minister, provide the applicant with a copy of the notice of
intention to appeal within 10 days of lodging the notice.

5. The Applicant must also serve on each 1AP.
« anoftice indicating where and for what period the
appesl submission will ke available for inspection.

. Appellant must also serve on the Applicant within 10 days of |

lodging the notice,

« anofice indicating where and for what period the appeal
submission will be available for inspection by the
applicant. |

6. The appeal must be submitted in writing to the Minister
within 30 days afier the lapsing of the period of 20 days
provided for the lodging of the notice of intention to

The appeal must be submitted to the Minister within 30 days
after the lapsing of the period of 20 days provided for the
lodging of the notice of intention 1o appeal.

appeal.

7. Any |AP who received a notic of intention to appeal
may subrmit & responding statement to that appeal to the
Minister within 30 days from the date that the appeal

| submission was lodged with the Miinister.

 with the Minister.

An Applicant who received nofice of intention to may submita
responding statement fo the appeal to the Minister within 30
days from the date that the appeal submission was lodged

NOTES:
1. Anappeal against a decision must be lodged with:-

a) the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs if the

decicion was issued by the Director- General of the Department of

Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting In his/ her capacity as the delegaied Competent Authority;
b) the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development if the applicant is the Department of Water Affairs and the decision
was issued by the Director- General of the Department of Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting in his/ her

capacity as the delegated Competent Autnority;

2. Anappeal lodged with:-

a) the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs must be submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs;
b) the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development must be submiited to the Department of Environmental Affairs,

3. Anappeal must be:-
a) submitied in writing;
b} accompanied by:
« astaternent setting out the grounds of appeal;

«  supporting documentation which is referred fo in the appeal; and
» 2 statement that the appellant has complied with regulation 62 (2) or (3} together with copies of the notices referred fo in

regulation 62.
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Departmant:
Envircnmantal Affairs
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Environmental Authorisation

in terms of regulation 36 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010

Construction of a 19MW solar energy facility on the Remainder of Farm Carolous Poort 207
within Umsobomvu Local Municipality, Northern Cape Province

Pix| me District Municipali

Authorisation register number: | 14/72/1 6/3/3/1/729
"NEAS reference number: DEA/EIA/0001501/2012
Last amended: First issue i
Holder of authorisation: CAROLUS POORT SOLAR
ENERGY (PTY) LTD
"Location of activity: NORTHERN CAPE

PROVINCE: Wﬂhfﬂ
Umsobomvu Local Municipality

This authiorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to comply with any
other statutory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the activity.



Depariment of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorigation Reg. No- 1442181337
NEAS Reference Number: DEAMNEASIO001501/2012

Decision

The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information available to it and subject 1o compliance with
the conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to undertake
the activities specified below.

Non-compliance with a condition of this authorisation may result in criminal prosecution or other actions
provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and the EIA regulations.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107
of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010 the Department hereby
authorises —

CAROLUS POORT SOLAR ENERGY (PTY)LTD
with the following contact details —

Mr. Howard Ramsden

Carolus Poort Solar Energy (Pty) Ltd
P.0. Box 2503

SUNNINGHILL WEST

2072

Tel:  (011) 2341803
Fax.  (086) 719 4531
Cell:  (073)672 2503

E-mail; howard@terra-solar.co.za
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Department of Environ mental Affairs
Envitonmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/18/3/3/1/728
NEAS Reference Number: DEAINEAS/0001 501/2012

1o undertake the following activities {hereafter referred

2 or 3 (GN R. 544, 545 & 548):

1o as ‘the activity’) indicated in Listing Notices 1

['Listed activities Activity/Project description |
GN R, 544 ltem 1(i): Construction of a Photovoitaic Solar Energy
The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the Facility with a maximum generating capacity I
generation of electricity where: of 19 MW in an area covering appmximatéty

i the electricity output is more than 10

megawatts but less than 20 megawalts

20 ha.

GN R_544 item 10:

The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the
transmission and distribution of electricity -

i outside urban areas or industrial complexes
with a capacity of more than 33 but less than

275 Kilovolis;

| Construction of 66KV/132kY overhead power
line from the solar facility to the Eskom grid.

GN R. 544 ltem 22:

The construction of a road, outside urban areas
i, with a reserve wider than 13,5 meters or,

The facility will require the expansion of
existing roads and construction of new

access roads within the site

| GN R. 544 Htem 23:
The transformation of undeveloped, vacant or derelict

| 1and o — residential, retail, commercial, recreational,

industrial or institutional use, outside an urban area
and where ihe total area to be transformed is bigger
fhan 1 hectare but less than 20 heclares,

Transforming agricultural land-use t0
industrial use of an area outside an urban
| area and where the total area to be
iransformed is bigger than 1 heciare but less

than 20 hectares;

GN R. 546 ltem 14:
The clearance of an area of 5 hectares or more of

vegetation 75% or more of the vegetation cover

| constitutes indigenous vegetation.

The site is approximately 20 ha and
constitutes natural vegetation which will be
cleared.
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Dapartment of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/31/729
NEAS Reference Number, DEANEASO0D1501/2012

as described in the Basic Assessment Report (BAR) dated January 2013 at

19 PV Facility 3198’ 22.992°S |I 24° 53" 49 4154E J
Proposedpoweriie o jLelwee FLongitude
sy RIS S | ABV60TE

Middle point of activity 31983'0.32'S 24°512.04'E _
I_End point of activity (TM2) 1 31975'5.69"S 24°60'3 43'E

- for the construction of 19 MW solar energy facility on the remainder of Farm Carolus Poort 207. The

project is situated within Umsobomvu Local Municipa

to as “the property”,

The infrastructure associated with this faciiity includes:

. An array of PV panels;

fity in Northem Cape Province, hereafier referred

- Cabling between the project components, to be lain underground where practical;
. A new 66KV/132kV overhead power line of approximately 3075m to connect the solar facility to
ihe new TSE Substation located on Portien 8 of the Farm Damfontein 188, Norih West of the

site:
. Intenal Access road; and

. Workshop area for maintenance and storage.

Conditions of this Environ mental Authorisation

Scope of authorisation

1 The 19 MW solar energy facility on the remainder of Farm Carolus Poort 207 with coordinates
above and the total footprint of 190 000 m? is approved.

9 Authorisation of the activity is subject to

the conditions contained in this authorisation, which form

part of the environmental authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisation.

3. The hoider of the authorisation is responsible for ensuring compliance with the conditions contained

in this anvironmental authorisation.

This includes any person acting on the holders behalf,

T .
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Department of Environmenta Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Red. No. 1411218/3/311/729
NEAS Reference Number: DEA/NEAS/001501/2012

inciuding but not limited to, an agent, servant, contractor, sub-contractor, employee, consultant or

person rendering a service 10 the holder of the authorisation.

4. The activities authorised may only be carried out at the property as described above.

5. Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set out in this authorisation must be
approved, in writing, by the Depariment before such changes of deviations may be effected. In
assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the Department may request such information as
+ deems necessary fo evaluale the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations and it
may be necessary for the holder of the authorisation to apply for further authorisation in terms of
the regulations.

6. This activity must commence within a period of three (3) years from the date of issue of this
authorisation. If commencement of the activity does not occur within that peried, the authorisation
lapses and a new application for environmental authorisation must be made in order for the activity
to be undertaken.

7. Commencement with one activily listed in terms of this authorisation constitutes commencement of
all authorised activities.

8. The holder of an environmental authorisation must notify the competent authority of any alienation,
transfer and change of ownership rights in the property on which the activity s to take place.

Notification of authorisation and right to appeal

9. The holder of the authorisation must nofify every registered interested and affected party, in writing
and within 12 (twelve) calendar days of the date of this environmental authorisation, of the decision
to authorise the activity.

10. The nofification referred to must -

40.1. specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

10.2. inform the interested and affecied party of the appeal procedure provided for in Chapter 7 of
the Environmental impact Assessment Regulations, 2010;

10.3. advise the interested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will be fumished on
request; and

10.4. give the reasons of the competent authority for the decision.

11. The ho'der of the authorisation must publish a notice -
11.1. informing interested and affected parties of the decision,
11.2. informing interested and affected parties where the decision can be accessed; and
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Department of Environmental Ldfairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. NO. 141 2MBIYINIT2Y
MEAS Reference Number: DEANEAS/O001501/2012

11.3. drawing the attention of nteresied and affected parties fo the fact that an appesl may be
lodged against this decision in the newspaper(s) contemplated and used in terms of

requlation 54(2)(c) and {d) and which newspaper was used for the placing of advertisements
as part of the public participation process.

Management of the activity

12. The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) submitted as part of the Application for EAis
hereby approved. This EMPr must be implemented and adhered {0.

Monitoring

13. The applicant must appoint a suitably experienced Environmental Contro! Officer (ECO) for the
construction phase of the development fhat will have the responsibility 1o ensure that the
mitigation/rehabilitation measures and recommendations referred fo in this authorisation are
implemented and o ensure compliance with the provisions of tha EMPT,

13.1. The ECO must be appointed before commencement of any authorised activities.

13.2. Once appointed, the name and contact details of the ECO must be submitted to the
Director: Compﬁénae Monitoring of the Department.

13.3. The ECO must keep record of all activities on site, problems identified, transgressions noted
and a task schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO.

13.4. The ECO must remain employed uniil all ehabilitation measures, as required for
implementation due to construction damage, are completed and the site is ready for

operafion.
Recording and reporting to the Department

14. Al documentation e.g. auditimonitoring/icompliance reports and notifications, required to be
submitted to the Department in terme of this authorisation, must be submitted to the
Director: Compliance Monitoring at the Department.

16. The holder of the authorisation must submit an environmental audit report to the Department within
30 days of completion of the construction phase (i.e. within 30 days of siie handover) and within 30
days of completion of rehabilitation activities.

; T P S el




: Department of Environmental Aftairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/121M81331/T28
NEAS Reference Number. DEANEAS/O001501/2012

16. The environmental audit report must indicate the date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the

outcome of the audit in terms of compliance with the environmental authorisation conditions as well
as the requirements of the EMPT.

17. Records relating to monitoring and auditing must be kept on site and made available for inspection
to any Televant and competent authority in respect of this development.

Commencement of the activity

18. The authorised activity shall not commence within twenty (20) days of the date of signature of the
authorisation.

19. An appeal under section 43 of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), Act 107 of
1998 (as amended), does not suspend an environmental authorisation or exempticn, or any
provisions or conditions attached thereto, or any directive, unless the Minister, MEC or delegated
organ of state directs otherwise. '

20. Should you be notified by the Minister of 2 suspansion of the authorisation pending appeal
procedures, you may not commence with the activity until such time that the Minister aliows you o
commence with such an activity in writing.

Notification to authorities

24, Fourteen {14) days written notice must be given to the Department that the activity will commence.
Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes site preparation. The notice must
im_:}ude a date on which it is anticipated that the .acﬁ\ﬁtjr will commence, as well as a reference
number. This notification period may coincide with the notice of intent to appeal period.

Operation of the activity

99 Eourleen (14) days writien notice must be given to the Department that the activity operational

phase will commence.

Site closure and decommissioning

] Termplate version %ﬁﬁ@ﬁ
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Department of Environmentzal Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. ho. 14/1 BTG
MEAS Reference Number. DEAMEASIDO0M501/2012

73 Should the activity ever cease or become redundant. the applicant shall undertake the required

actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with all relevant iegal requirements
administered by any relevant and competent authority at that time.

Specific conditions

24. No activities will be allowed to encroach into a water resource without a water use authorisation
being in place from the Department of Water Afiairs.

95. Anti-collision devices such as bird flappers must be installed where power lines crosses avifaunal
corridors.

26. A permit must be obtained from the relevant nature conservation agency for the remeoval or
destruction of indigenous protected and endangered plant and animal species.

97. Copies of permits in respect of 26 above required must be submitted to the Department for recard
keeping.

28. No exotic plants méy be used for rehabilitation purposes. Only indigenous plants of the area may
be utilised.

20. Liaison with land ownersfiarm managers s 1o be done prior to construction in order o provide
sufficient time for them to plan agricultural activities. If possible, construction should be scheduled
o take place within the post-harvest, pre planting season, when fields are lying fallow.

30. The applicant is required 1o inform the Department of Forestry and Fisheries and this Department
should the removal of protected species, medicinal plants and "data deficient’ plant species be
required.

31. Vegetation clearing must be kept to an absolute minimum. Mitigation measures must be
implemented to reduce the risk of arosion and the invasion of alien species.

32, Appropriate mitigation measures must be taken fo protect and canserve archaeological heritage
remains observed within the proposed development.

33, A palaeontologist should be appoinied to do & site visit to determine whether fossils are exposed in
the study area earmarked for development The excavation and collection of fossils should be
performed by a qualified oalaeontologist and with a permit from SAHRA.

34. Proposed PV plants located north of R389 must be restricted to a distance grealer than 1.3km from
the R389 and greater than 3km from the MR73808 in order to create a building envelope that would
be most suitable in terms of visual impact.

.
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/1216/3/3/1/729
NEAS Reference Number. EENMEAWE!}WEHZ

35, Gonstruction must include appropriate design measures that allow surface and subsurface

movement of water along drainage lines so as not to impede natural surface and subsurface flows.
Drainage measures must promote the dissipation of storm water run-off.

36. An integrated waste management approach must be implemented that is hased on wasie
minimisation and must incorporate reduction, recycling, re-use and disposal where appropriate,
Any solid waste shall be disposed of at a landfill licensed in terms of section 20 (b) of the National
Environment Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 2008).

. General

37. A copy of this authorisation and the approved EMPr must be kept at the property where the activity/
will be undertaken. The authorisation and approved EMPr must be produced o any authorised
official of the Department who requests io see it and must be made available for inspection by any
employae or agent of the holder of the autherisation who works or undertakes work at the property.

28 The holder of the authofisation must notify both the Director: Integrated Environmental
Authorisations and the Director: Compliance Monitoring at the Department, in writing and within 48
(forty eight) hours, if any condiion of this authorisaion cannot be or is not adhered to. Any
notification in terms of this condition must be accompanied by reasons for the non-compliance.

10, National government, provingial government, local authorities or committees appointed in terms of
the condiions of this authorisation or any other public authority shall not be held responsible for
any damages or losses suffered by the applicant or his successor in title in any instance where
construction or operation subsequent to construction be temporarily or permanently stopped for
reasons of non-compliance by the applicant with the conditions of authorisation as set out in this
document or any other subsequent document emanating from these conditions of authorisafion.

Date of environmental authorisation: .0 Apnd Joid

Mr Mark Gordo

Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Environmental Affairs '
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/1216/3/3/1 128
MEAS Reference Mumber: DEAMNEASIN001501/2012

1.

Annexure 1; Reasons for Decision

Information considered in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Depariment took, infer alig, the following into consideration -

2

The information contained in the BAR dated January 2013,

The comments received from organs of state and inferested and affected parties as included in
the BAR dated January 2013;

Mitigation measures as proposed in the BAR dated January 2013 and the EMPr;

The information containad in the specialist studies contained within Appendix D of the BAR;

The objectives and requirements of relevant legislation, policies and guidelines, including section
9 of ihe National Environmental Management Act, 1 098 (Act 107 of 1998),

Key factors ;ansidered in making the decision

Al information presented to the Department was taken into account in the Department's consideration

of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department's view, were of the most

significance is set out below.

a)  The findings of all the specialist studies conducted and their recommended mitigation measures.

b) The BAR dated January 2013 identified all legislation and guidelines that have been considered
in the preparation of the BAR dated January 2013.

¢)  The methodology used in assessing the potential impacts identified in the BAR dated January
2013 and the specialist studies have been adequately indicated.

d) A sufficient public participation process was underiaken and the applicant has satisfied he
minimum reguirements as prescribed in ine EIA Regulations, 2010 for public involvement.

3.  Findings

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Department made the foliowing
findings -

P,
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Department of Environmental Aftains
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/1 2GBTS
NEAS Reference Number: DEA/NEASI0001501/2012

The identification and assessment of impacts are detalled in the BAR dated January 2013 and
cufficient assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been completed.

The procedure followed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision-making process.

The proposed mitigation of impacts dentified and assessed adequately curtails the identified
impacts.

The information contained in the BAR dated January 2013 is accurate and credible.

EMPr measures for the pre-consiruction, construction and rehabilitation phases of the
development were proposed and included in the BAR and will be implemented to manage the
identified environmental impacts during the construction process.

In view of the above, the Depariment is satisfied that, subject to compliance with the conditions

contained in the environmental guthorisation, the proposed activity will not conflict with the general
objectives of integrated environmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of the National
Environmentzl Management Act, 1998 and that any potentially detrimental environmental impacts

resulting from the proposed aciivity can be mitigated to acceplable levels. The environmental

authorisation is accordingly granted.
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