Your role in the Environmental Impact Assessment Proc-

ess

Your involvement will enhance the applicability and complete-

ness of the EIA process.

Your involvement in the Environmental Impact Assessment

process is fourfold:

1.

To ensure that your interests/concerns in the proposed
activity are recorded and/addressed, you need to reg-
ister with Nsovo as an Interested & Affected Party.

To raise public awareness of activities taking place
within your surroundings and to ensure inclusion of
any issues, suggestions or comments you may be
aware of regarding proposed activities.

To provided participants with the information they need
to participate in @ meaningful way.

To utilise opportunities provided to raise issues and
provide comments throughout the process.

How to become Involved and Register as an I&AP?

Your participation in this process is valuable and is encour-

aged, therefore you are invited to register as an I&AP and

contribute by written submissions by fax, post, email or tele-

phone though any one of the details overleaf.

Figure 1: BAR Process (EIA Regulations, December , 2014)

Contact Details
40 Lyncon Road, Carlswald, Midrand, 1684

Postnet Suite 697, P/Bag X29, Gallo
Manor, 2052

Tell: 011 041 3689
Fax: 086 602 8821

Email: admin@nsovo.co.za /
rejoice@nsovo.co.za
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PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT

The aim of this document is to provide an overview of the proposed
project and study area; to provide information of the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) process to be followed prior to the develop-
ment of the proposed 20MVA 88/22kV Siyathemba Substation and
associated infrastructure as per the National Environmental Man-
agement Act (Act 107 of 1998); and indicate how Interested and Af-
fected Party (I&AP), can become involved in the EIA process.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS (PPP)

Public Participation Process (PPP) is any process that involves the
public in problem solving or decision-making and forms an integral
part of the BA process. The PPP provides I1&APs with an opportunity
to comment and/or make suggestions on the proposed project. The
PPP will be undertaken in terms of Chapter 6 , Regulation 39 through
44 of the NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations
of December 2014 as amended.

NEED AND DESIRABILITY

The Balfour town substation recorded an increase in consump-
tion and a need for a network expansion plan was then justi-
fied. The municipality also experienced several unplanned out-
ages due to a significant load increase on the North side of Bal-
four town. The infrastructure is obsolete and have a negative

impact on the quality of supply.

Therefore, Dipaleseng Local Municipality proposes the develop-
ment of 20MVA 88/22kV Siyathemba substation and associated
infrastructure in order to accommodate future residential devel-
opments and potential industries because the current network

does not have capacity to cater future developments.

LOCALITY

The proposed development will be located on Farm Vlakfontein
566IR Portion 5 within the jurisdiction of Dipaleseng Local Mu-
nicipality, Mpumalanga province

.PROPOSED PROJECT

Dipaleseng Local Municipality proposes the development of 20MVA 88/22kV Si-

yathemba substation and associated infrastructure in order to meet electricity de-

mand in the area.

CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES

Another key driver towards a successful Basic Assessment (BA) process is

the thorough identification and investigation of feasible alternatives. The se-

lection of potential alternatives will be informed by input received from the

I&APs, authorities as well as the EAP. Alternatives will be considered and

discussed in terms of their practicality and feasibility. It is important to note

that the definition of alternatives includes all aspects of the proposed activity

including, activity alternatives, process alternatives, scheduling alternatives,

demand alternatives; design alternatives and the No-go alternative. Two sub-

station alternatives were considered for the proposed project (Figure 2).

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS FOR BA

In accordance with the requirements of the
NEMA, Dipaleseng Local Municipality requires
approval from the Competent Authority i.e. the
Mpumalanga Department of Economic Devel-
opment, Environment and Tourism in order to
undertake the proposed project. The proposed
project triggers listed activities under Govern-
ment Notice R983 (Listing Notice 1) of De-
cember 2014 as amended.
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Sensitivity Features

1) River/Wetlands:

No NFEPA rivers close to site.
Closest wetland is 240m to the
south-east (Artificial)
Non-perennial river is located
175m to the south of Option 2.
(Suikerbosrant Rivier)

Aquatic Biodiversity Catchment:
Covers the entire site.

Status: Irreplaceable

2) Critical Biodiversity Area:
Both substation sites falls
within a CBA.

Ecological Support Area: None

3) Conservation/Protected Areas: None
within close proximity to the site.

4) Soil Potential: No dominant class
(The entire site).

5) Sensitive Flora/Ecosystem: None

Option 1 - Corner Points

- 26°40'2.76"S & 28°36'54.99"E
- 26°40'3.90"S & 28°36'56.36"E
- 26°40'5.16"S & 28°36'55.11"E
- 26°40'4.02"S & 28°36'53.72"E
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Option 2 - Corner Points

- 26°39'59.60"S & 28°36'45.55"E
- 26°40'00.01"S & 28°36'47.30"E
- 26°40'01.59"S & 28°36'46.85"E
- 26°40'01.17"S & 28°36'45.09"E
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Substation Option 1

Substation Option 2
Existing_Gas_Pipe_Servitude

Existing_11_kV_Powerline
Existing_400_kV_Powerline

Existing_88_kV_Powerline
Viakfontein_556_IR_Portion_5
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