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Environmental and Social Impact Assessment for Proposed Construction of 
the Gamsberg Zinc Mine and Associated Infrastructure near Aggeneys, 

Northern Cape Province 

 
DENC Reference Number: NC/EIA/NAM/KHAI/AGG/2012-NCP/EIA/0000155/2012 

DEA Reference Number: 12/9/11/L955/8  

DMR Reference Number: NCS 30/5/1/2/2/1/518 

 

INVITATION TO REGISTER AND COMMENT 
Black Mountain Mining (Pty) Ltd, who is part of the global mining group Vedanta Resource plc, intends to establish a 
new zinc mine at Gamsberg with associated infrastructure in the Namakwa Region of the Northern Cape. The 
proposed mine will be located on properties Bloemhoek 61 Portion 1, Gams 60 Portion 1, Aroams 57 RE and Gams 
60 Portion 4, approximately 14 km east of the town of Aggeneys along the eastern border of the N14 National Road. 
The proposed project would also include upgrading of an existing water pipeline, construction of electricity 
infrastructure, construction of additional housing in the town of Aggeneys, construction of tailing dams and 
construction of waste rock dump sites and a zinc concentrator. In addition, two options for the transportation of zinc 
concentrate to the Saldanha Bay Port will also be investigated and assessed.  

Before the proposed project may go ahead, an Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) needs to be 
completed in terms of the following legislation: 

• National Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) and associated Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations GN.R543 (as amended); 

• Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act (No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA);  

• National Water Act (No. 36 of 1998) (NWA);  

• National Heritage Resources Act (No. 25 of 1999) (NHRA);  

• National Environmental Management: Waste Act (No. 59 of 2008) (NEM: WA);and 

• National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (No. 39 of 2004) (NEM: AQA). 

The following applications have therefore been submitted to the competent authorities, namely: 

• ESIA Application to the Department of Environment and Nature Conservation (DENC); and 

• Waste Management License (WML) application to the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA). 

Environmental Resources Management Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd (ERM) has been appointed as the independent 
environmental assessment practitioner, to undertake the ESIA and associated public participation processes.  

Stakeholders are invited to register as Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) and to participate in the ESIA and 
public participation processes. To register as an I&AP or to obtain more information, please contact ERM: 

 

 

     

 

 

 

How can you get involved? 

���� Register as an Interested and Affected Party 

���� Propose ideas to solve problems that arise during the consultation process 

���� Voice your concerns about proposals and their potential impacts 

���� Assist with information that will contribute to a thorough study and EIA. 

 

Due date for comments and stakeholder registration: 29 August 2012 
 

Paul Monare 

Environmental Resources Management (ERM) 

Postal Address: Postnet Suite 624, Private Bag X29, 
Gallo Manor, 2052 

Tel: (011) 798 4300 

Fax: 086 292 7318 

Email: gamsberg@erm.com 



  

Omgewings- en Maatskaplike Invloedbepaling vir die Voorgestelde 
Konstruksie van die Gamsberg Sinkmyn en Verwante Infrastruktuur 

naby Aggeneys, Noord-Kaap Provinsie 
 

DONB Verwysingsnr: NC/EIA/NAM/KHAI/AGG/2012-NCP/EIA/0000155/2012 
DOS Verwysingsnr:12/9/11/L955/8  

DMH Verwysingsnr: NCS 30/5/1/2/2/1/518 

 

UITNODIGING VIR REGISTRASIE EN KOMMENTAAR 
Black Mountain Mining (Edms) Bpk, deel van wêreldwye myngroep Vedanta Resource plc, is van voorneme om die 
Gamsberg Sinkmyn, Konsentrator-aanleg en verwante infrastruktuur in die Namakwa-distrik te vestig.  Die 
voorgestelde myn sal geleë wees op die eiendomme Bloemhoek 61 Gedeelte 1, Gams 60 Gedeelte 1, Aroams 57 
RE, en Gams 60 Gedeelte 4, ongeveer 14 km oos van die dorp Aggeneys en aan die oostelike grens van die N14 
Nasionale Pad.  Die voorgestelde projek sluit ook in die opgradering van ŉ bestaande waterpyplyn, die oprigting van 
elektrisiteitsinfrastruktuur, die bou van bykomende behuising in Aggeneys of Pofadder, die bou van slykdamme en 
stortingsterreine vir afvalrots, en die konstruksie van ŉ sink-konsentreerder. Twee opsies vir die vervoer van die sink-
konsentraat na die Saldanhabaai-hawe sal ook ondersoek en beoordeel word.  

Voordat die projek kan voortgaan, moet ŉ Omgewings- en Maatskaplike Invloedbepaling (O&MIB) in terme van die 
volgende wetgewing voltooi word: 

• Wet op Nasionale Omgewingsbestuur (Wet 107 van 1998) (soos gewysig) se Regulasies R543 van 2010 
vir ŉ Omgewingsinvloedbepaling (OIB).  

• Wet op die Ontwikkeling van Minerale en Petroleumhulpbronne (Nr. 28 van 2002);  

• Nasionale Waterwet (Nr. 36 van 1998);  

• Wet op Nasionale Erfenishulpbronne (Nr. 25 van 1999); 

• Wet op die Nasionale Omgewing: Afvalbestuur (Nr. 59 van 2008); en 

• Wet op die Nasionale Omgewing: Luggehalte (Nr. 39 van 2004). 

Die volgende aansoeke is dus by die bevoegde owerhede ingedien, naamlik: 

• O&MIB-aansoek by die Departement van Omgewings- en Natuurbewaring (DONB); en 

• Aansoek vir ŉ Afvalbestuurslisensie (ABL) by die Nasionale Departement van Omgewingsake (DOS). 

Environmental Resources Management Southern Africa (Edms) Bpk (ERM) is aangestel as die onafhanklike 
omgewingsbeoordelingspraktisyn om die O&MIB en gepaardgaande proses van openbare deelname te hanteer.  

Belanghebbendes word uitgenooi om as Belanghebbende en Geaffekteerde Partye (B&GPe) te registreer, en deel te 
neem aan die O&MIB en die proses van openbare deelname.  Tree asb. met ERM in verbinding om as ŉ B&GP te 
registreer of meer inligting ten bekom: 

 

 

     

 

 

 

Hoe kan jy betrokke raak? 

���� Registreer as ŉ Belanghebbende en Geaffekteerde Party 

���� Gee idees om probleme op te los wat tydens die konsultasieproses mag ontstaan 

���� Opper u bekommernisse oor die voorstelle en moontlike impakte 

���� Help met inligting wat sal bydra tot ŉ deeglike studie en O&MIB. 

 

Sperdatum vir kommentaar en registrasie: 29 Augustus 2012 
 

Paul Monare 

Environmental Resources Management (ERM) 

Posadres: Postnet Suite 624, Privaatsak X29, Gallo 
Manor, 2052 

Tel: (011) 798 4300 

Faks: 086 292 7318  

Email: gamsberg@erm.com 
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Omgewings - en Maatskaplike Invloedbepaling vir die Voorgestelde
Konstruksie van die Gamsberg Sinkmyn en Verwante Infrastruktuur

naby Aggeneys, Noord-Kaap Provinsie
DONB Verwysingsnr: NC/EIA/NAM/KHAI/AGG/2012-NCP/EIA/0000155/2012

DOS Verwysingsnr: 12/9/11/L955/8
DMH Verwysingsnr: NCS 30/5/1/2/2/1/518

UITNODIGING VIR REGISTRASIE EN KOMMENTAAR
Black Mountain Mining (Edms) Bpk, deel van wêreldwye myngroup Vendata

Recources plc, is van voorneme om die Gamsberg Sinkmyn, Konsentrator-aanleg
en verwante infrastruktuur in die Namakwa-distrik te vestig. Die voorgestelde myn sal

geleë wees op die eiendomme Bloemhoek 61 Gedeelte 1, Gams 60 Gedeelte 1,
Aroams 57 RE, en Gams 60 Gedeelte 4, ongeveer 14km oos van die dorp Aggeneys
en aan die oostelike grens van die N14 Nationale Pad. Die voorgestelde projek sluit

ook in die opgradering van ‘n bestaande waterpyplyn, die oprigting van
elektrisiteitsinfrastruktuur, die bou van bykomended behuising

in Aggeneys of Pofadder, die bou van slykdamme en stortingsterreine vir afvalrots,
en die konstuksie van ‘n sink - konsentreeder. Twee opsies vir die vervoer van die
sink - konsentraat na die Saldanhabaai-hawe sal ook ondersork en beoordeel word.

Voordat die projek kan voortgaan, moet ‘n Omgewings - en Maatskaplike
Invloedbepaling (O&MIB) in terme van die volgende wetgewing voltooi word:

* Wet op Nationale Omgewingsbestuur (Wet 107 van 1998) (soos gewysig) se
Regulasies R543 van 2010 vir ‘n Omgewingsinvloedbepaling (OIB)

* Wet op die Ontwikkeling van Minerale en Petroleumhulpbronne
(Nr. 28 van 2002);

* Nasionale Waterwet (Nr. 36 van 1998);
* Wet op Nasionale Erfenishulpbronne (Nr. 25 van 1999);
* Wet op die Nasionale Omgewing: Afvalbestuur (Nr. 59 van 2008); en
* Wet op die Nasionale Omgewing: Luggehalte (Nr. 39 van 2004).
Die volgende aansoeke is dus by die bevoegde owerhede ingedien, naamlik:
* O&MIB-aansoek by die Departement van Omgewings - en Natuurbewaring
(DONB); en

* Aansoek vir ‘n Afvalbestuurslisensie (ABL) by die Natsionale Departement van
Omgewingsake (DOS).

Environmental Resources Management Southern Africa (Edms) Bpk (ERM) is
aangestel as die onafhanklike omgewingsbeoordelingspraktisyn om die O&MIB
en gepaardgaande proses van openbare deelname te hanteer.
Belanghebbendes word uitgenooi om as Belanghebbende en Geaffekteerde Partye
(B&GPe) te registreer, en deel te neem aan die O&MIB en die proses van openbare
deelname. Tree asb. met ERM in verbinding om as ‘n B&GP te registreer of meer
inligting te bekom:

Paul Monare
Environmental Resources Management (ERM)
Posadres: Postnet Suite 624, Privaatsak X29,
Gallo Manor, 2052
Tel: (011) 798 4300
Faks: 086 292 7318
Email: gamsberg@erm.com

Hoe kan jy betrokke raak?

* Registreer as ‘n Belanghebbende en Geaffekteerde Party
* Gee idees om probleme op te los wat tydens die
konsultasieproses mag ontstaan

* Bring u bekommernisse na vore oor die voorstelle en
moontlike impakte

* Help met inligting wat sal bydra tot ‘n deeglike studie
en O&MIB.

Sperdatum vir kommentaar en registrasie: 29 Augustus 2012

LONDEN. – Pres. Wladimir Poetin
van Rusland en die Britse premier,
David Cameron, kon gister hier tot
geen vergelyk oor Sirië kom tydens
hul ontmoeting van 45 minute nie.
Albei is ná die vergadering by

10 Downing Street na die judo by
die Olimpiese Spele. Hulle het in
aparte motors daarheen gereis,
maar die arena saam binnegegaan,
langs mekaar gesit en lekker gesels.
Cameron het vroeër druk op Poe-

tin probeer plaas om meer daad-
werklik teenoor Sirië op te tree en
nie Westerse beleid om druk op
pres. Basjar al-Assad te plaas, te
verhoed nie.

Albei het ná die vergadering er-
ken hulle verskil steeds oor Sirië.
Daar word verwag dat Poetin, ’n

voormalige judo-kampioen, in sy ge-
wone veglustige bui tydens sy eer-
ste besoek in ’n lang tyd aan Brit-
tanje sal wees. Maar hy kan ook
verwag dat moeilike vrae aan hom
gestel sal word oor die toenemende
veldtog in sy land om vryheid van
spraak te beperk.
Die owerhede word ook daarvan

beskuldig dat hulle Poetin se teen-
standers met onregverdige beskuldi-
gings en hofsake wil muilband.
Met die Olimpiese Spele in die ag-

tergrond, word daar verwag dat

Poetin in Londen in sy element sal
wees en die liggaamstaal van die
leiers sal fyn dopgehou word vir te-
kens van vordering in hul same-
sprekings.
Albei partye het amptelik gesê die

samesprekings sal op handel fokus.
Poetin is op uitnodiging van Came-
ron op ’n private besoek in Londen,
waar baie Russiese uitgewekenes
woon.
) Uit Moskou is berig dat Rusland
gister nie ten gunste van Saoedi-
Arabië se resolusie, wat openlik die
Siriese rebelle ondersteun, in die
Verenigde Nasies se Algemene Ver-
gadering sou stem nie. – Reuters

Pres. Wladimir Poetin van Rusland en David Cameron, die Britse premier, gister tydens hul ontmoeting by 10 Downing
Street in Londen. Foto: AP | SANG TAN

SIRIË BESPREEK

Russe, Britte
se verskille bly
Leiers kuier lekker saam by Spele

DENVER. – ’n Psigiater wat die man behan-
del het wat verdink word van die skietdood
van 12 mense by ’n rolprentteater in die
Amerikaanse deelstaat Colorado, het die uni-
versiteit by wie sy werk meer as ’n maand
voor die slagting oor hom gewaarsku, lui-
dens ’n berig wat gister gepubliseer is.
Dr. Lynne Fenton het vroeg in Junie die

Universiteit van Colorado se dreigement-as-
seseringspan ingelig dat sy bekommerd was
oor James Holmes se gedrag, maar geen ver-
dere optrede is onderneem nie, het die Den-
ver Post berig en ’n anonieme bron aange-

haal.
Altesaam 24 aan-

klagte van moord en
116 aanklagte van po-
ging tot moord is
Maandag teen
Holmes (24) gebring
nadat hy tydens ’n
middernagvertoning
van die jongste Bat-
man-rolprent in die
voorstad Aurora in
Denver op ’n skiettog
gegaan het.
Volgens hofdoku-

mente was Holmes, ’n voormalige student in
neurowetenskap aan die universiteit, ’n pa-
siënt van Fenton. Fenton is die mediese di-
rekteur vir studente se geestesgesondheids-
dienste op kampus.
’n Woordvoerder van die universiteit wou

nie kommentaar oor die berig lewer nie.
Tot dusver het die polisie nog nie ’n motief

vir die slagting geïdentifiseer nie. Die voor-
val het herinner het aan die slagting in 1999
sowat 32 km van Aurora by die Hoërskool
Columbine in Littleton.
Holmes verskyn weer op 27 September in

die hof. – Reuters

Psigiater het
gewaarsku oor
Batmanman

Holmes Foto: AP

KAÏRO. – Egipte se premier, Hisham
Qandil, het gister die finale samestel
ling van sy kabinet aangekondig ná op
onthoude wat te kenne kan gee dat
daar agter die skerms met die land se
weermag onderhandel moes word.

Die voormalige militêre leier, veld
maarskalk Hoessein Tantawi, behou sy
pos as minister van verdediging in die

nuwe kabinet. Ses ander ministers uit
die vorige bedeling het hul poste be
hou.

Die nuwe kabinet bestaan uit 35 le
de, onder wie 28 nuwelinge. Vier van
hulle is lede van die invloedryke Mos
lemBroederskap.

Die aanstellings volg op die beëdiging
van Egipte se eerste demokraties ver

kose president, Mohammed Moersi, op
30 Junie.

Qandil het gesê bevoegdheid was
van kardinale belang met die kies van
kabinetslede.

Hy het aan joernaliste gesê die herle
wing van die ekonomie en veiligheid in
Egipte se strate is hoog op die nuwe
regering se agenda. – Sapadpa

Egipte se eerste kabinet in demokratiese bestel aangekondig
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Ratelgat as erfenisterrein verklaar
ANGUS FLOWERS

RATELGAT – Die Griekwa Nasionale 
Konferensie het nou sy eie erfenisterrein. 
Dit nadat Dr Ivan Meyer, die Weskaapse 
LUR van Kultuursake en Sport, Ratelgat, 
onlangs tot ’n provinsiale erfenisterrein 
verklaar het. 

Meyer sê, hierdie stuk grond, langs die 
Weskus, het ’n spesiale en historiese 
belangrikheid vir die Griekwavolk, en 
dus, is dit ook, belangrik vir kulturele 
erfenis van die Wes-Kaap. 

Die LUR sê: “Die Griekwavolk se geskiede- 
nis neem jou op ’n reis wat strek vanaf 
Piketberg tot in Griekwastad, dan noord 
van die Oranjerivier, tot by die area wat 
vandag bekend staan as Phillipolis.” 

Die geleentheid het plaasgevind toe die 
Griekwa Nasionale Konvensie op hulle 
“heilige” grond byeengekom het, om hulde 
aan hulle leiers en spesifiek die verjaar- 
dag van hulle grootste leier, Opperhoof 
AAS le Fleur II, te herdenk.

“Vandag is ek hier om saam met julle, 
die Griekwavolk, hulde te bring aan 
die gestorwe pioniers wat destyds onder 
uiters moeilike omstandighede op dié 
plaas die Griekwa-kultuur en -tradisies 
laat voortleef het,” het Meyer aan die 
Konferensie gesê. 

Die LUR het bygevoeg, dat nes die 
Griekwa Nasionale Konferensie, glo die 
Weskaapse regering ook dat die voort- 
bestaan van hierdie kultuurerfenis vir 
die toekoms verseker moet word.

Intussen sê die Griekwa Nasionale 
Konferensie van Suid-Afrika dat die 
verklaring van hierdie Griekwa gewyde 
terrein en erfenis ’n bewys is van die 
volksgenote, en dat dit belangrik genoeg 
gevind is om ’n integrale deel uit te maak 
van die geskiedenis van die Wes-Kaap en 
ook Suid-Afrika. 

Opperhoof Roderick Williams sê: “Ons 
Griekwa geskiedenis word gekenmerk 
deur ’n oorlewingstryd wat ’n integrale 
deel vorm van ons volk, en Suid-Afrika se 
ontasbare erfenis.” 

WAGTEND … Lede van die Griekwa Nasionale Konferensie tydens 
hulle jaarlikse byeenkoms op Ratelgat, waar die gebied tot ’n provinsiale 
erfenisterrein verklaar is.

ISAAc cLOETE

BERGSIG – Hendrik “Hennie” Dirkse, 
wat einde verlede maand gesterf het, is 
te ruste gelê te midde van groot belang- 
stelling. Die alombekende Namakwa- 
landse politikus en oud-skoolhoof in 
Bergsig, het op 28 Julie in die Springbok 
Staatshospitaal gesterf, weens ’n hart- 
aanval nadat hy vir die afgelope jaar met 
nierprobleme gesukkel het.

Hy moes verskeie kere Kaapstad toe 
reis en het onlangs vir hom ’n duur nier- 
masjien aangekoop om sy pyn en ongemak 
te help verlig, het hy laas maand aan die 
media vertel

Dirkse was sedert 1958, vir 35 jaar 
verbonde aan die Sacred Heart Primêre 
skool op Nababeep. In 1993 het hy hier 
afgetree as skoolhoof. Hierna het hy in 
die politiek getree en was hy van 1994-
2004 LP vir die Nuwe Nasionale Party 
(NNP) in die Noordkaapse Wetgewer. 

Vanaf 1996-2004 was hy die hoofsweep  
van die NNP. In 2009 het Dirkse by die 
ANC gaan aansluit en was hy wyksraadslid 

vir Bergsig tot 2011. Weens sy siekte het 
hy hom nie weer as wyksraadslid vir 
verlede jaar se munisipale verkiesing 
beskikbaar gestel nie.

Een van sy oud-kollegas van die NNP, 
Pieter Saaiman, het Dirkse as ’n afgeronde 
en hardgebakte gedissiplineerde politikus 
en onderwysman bestempel. 

“Oom Hennie was kleurvol, stiptelik 
en ’n pionier op vele terreine. Hy was ’n 
meester en nie ’n meneer nie, soos so baie 
onderwysers hulle vandag hou. Hy was ’n 
taalman en het veral uit Totius se gedig, 
Die wêreld is ons woning nie, aangehaal,” 
het Saaiman tydens sy huldeblyk vertel.

Sy begrafnis is veral deur opvoeders, 
skoolhoofde en politici, soos, Charl de 
Beer en Jan Brazelle (LPs), bygewoon. 
Hy sal veral onthou word vir sy jare lange 
bydrae tot die uitbreiding van die destydse 
Namakwalandse Skole Kulturele Unie 
(NSKU) vir laerskole.

Oom Hennie, wat op Vergenoeg in die 
Garies-omgewing gebore was, laat sy 
vrou, Kate en vyf kinders, Connie, Valerie, 
Lionel, Gail, Lionel en Heinrich agter.

Oud onderwysman te ruste gelê

RUS IN VREDE … Die wyle Hendrik “Hennie” Dirkse – leerkrag, politikus 
en meester.

DONB Verwysingsnr: NC/EIA/NAM/KHAI/
AGG/2012-NCP/EIA/0000155/2012
DOS Verwysingsnr: 12/9/11/L955/8
DMH Verwysingsnr: NCS 30/5/1/2/2/1/518
UITNODIGING VIR REGISTRASIE EN 
KOMMENTAAR

Black Mountain Mining (Edms) Bpk, deel van 
wêreldwye myngroep Vedata Recources 
plc, is van voorneme om die Gamsberg 
Sinkmyn, Konsentrator-aanleg en verwante 
infrastruktuur in die Namakwa-distrik te 
vestig. Die voorgestelde myn sal geleë 
wees op die eiendomme Bloemhoek 61 
Gedeelte 1, Gams 60 Gedeelte 1, Aroams 
57 RE, en Gams 60 Gedeelte 4, ongeveer 
14 km oos van die dorp Aggeneys en aan 
die oostelike grens van die N14 Nasionale 
Pad. Die voorgestelde projek sluit ook in die 
opgradering van ’n bestaande waterpyplyn, 
die oprigting van elektrisiteitsinfrastruktuur, 
die bou van die bykomende behuising in 
Aggeneys of Pofadder, die bou van slykdamme 
en stortingsterreine vir afvalrots, en die 
konstruksie van ’n sink – konsentreerder. 
Twee opsies vir die vervoer van die sink – 
konsentraat na die Saldanhabaai-hawe sal ook 
ondersoek en beoordeel word.

Voordat die projek kan voortgaan, moet ’n 
Omgewings – en Maatskaplike Invloedbepaling 
(O&MIB) in terme van die volgende 
werkgewing voltooi word:

• Wet op Nasionale Omgewingsbestuur 
(Wet 107 van 1998) (soos gewysig) 
en Regulasies R543 van 2010 vir ’n 
Omgewingsinvloedbepaling (OIB)

• Wet op die Ontwikkeling van Minerale en 
Petroleumhulpbronne (Nr. 28 van 2002);

•  Nasionale Waterwet (Nr. 36 van 1998);
• Wet op Nasionale Erfenishulpbronne  

(Nr. 25 van 1999);
• Wet op die Nasionale Omgewing: 

Afvalbestuur (Nr. 59 van 2008); en

* Wet op die Nasionale Omgewing: 
Luggehalte (Nr. 39 van 2004).

Die volgende aansoeke is dus by die bevoegde 
owerhede ingedien, naamlik:
•	 O&MIB-aansoek by die Departement van 

Omgewings- en Natuurbewaring (DONB); en
•	 Aansoek vir ’n Afvalbestuurslisensie 

(ABL) by die Nasionale Departement van 
Omgewingsake (DOS).

Environmental Resources Management 
Southern Africa (Edms) Bpk (ERM) 
is aangestel as die onafhanklike 
omgewingsbeoordelingspraktisyn om die 
O&MIB en gepaardgaande proses van 
openbare deelname te hanteer.

Belanghebbendes word uitgenooi om as 
Belanghebbende en Geaffekteerde Partye 
(B&GPe) te registreer, en deel te neem aan 
die O&MIB en die proses van openbare 
deelname. Tree asseblief met ERM in 
verbinding om as ’n B&GP te registreer  
of meer inligting te bekom:

Paul Monare
Environmental Resources Management 
(ERM)
Posadres: Postnet Suite 624, 
Privaatsak X29, 
Gallo Manor, 2052
Tel: (011) 798 4300
Faks: 086 292 7318
Email: gamsberg@erm.com

Hoe kan jy betrokke raak?
• Registreer as ’n Belanghebbende en 

Geaffekteerde Party
• Gee idees om probleme op te los wat tydens 

die konsultasieproses mag ontstaan
• Bring u bekommernisse na vore oor die 

voorstelle en moontlike impakte
• Help met inligting wat sal bydra tot ’n 

deeglike studie en O&MIB.

Omgewings- en Maatskaplike Invloedbepaling vir die 
Voorgestelde Konstruksie van die Gamsberg Sinkmyn en 

Verwante Infrastruktuur naby Aggeneys, Noord-Kaap Provinsie

Angus Flowers 
(e) angus@uhurucom.co.za 

• (w) 021 657 4800 • (f) 021 657 4860

VIR NUUSWENKE KONTAK
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Flip Viljoen
(Eienaar/Afslaer)

079 497 9095

          UITSONDERLIKE
VEILING

3 AUGUSTUS
 OM 10:00VM

Te Ou Industriële gebied (Ou Walker’s Welding
 gebou)

BAIE NUWE VOORRAAD
BESIGTIGING 1 DAG VOOR VEILING

NUWE INLYSTINGS WELKOM!!

ALMAL WELKOM!!!

KONTAK ONS GERUS VIR MEER INLIGTING:
FLIP VILJOEN: 079 497 9095

ANNATJIE VILJOEN: 082 697 9767
HANTIE ERASMUS: 076 174 9727

HANTAM MUNICIPALITY

NOTICE W/2013/01

Supply of Bulk Ultrafloc U3500 Chemicals

Tenders are invited from suitably companies to supply the Hantam
Municipality with Bulk Ultrafloc at Calvinia in the HANTAM
MUNICIPALITY.

Tender documents are available from the Head Supply Chain
Management, HANTAM MUNICIPALITY, PRIVATE BAG X14,
CALVINIA, 8190 or at tel 027 341 8500. Tenders are only available
in hard copy at the offices in Calvinia at a cost of R200 per document.
Collecting of documents is the responsibility of the contractor.

Sealed tenders clearly marked NOTICE W2012/2013/01: Supply
of Bulk Ultrafloc U3500 Chemicals” must be placed in the tender
box before or on Friday, 24 August 2012 at 12:00 and will be
opened directly thereafter in the Committee Room of the Municipal
Offices.

The following conditons will apply:

* Price(s) must be valid for at least ninety (90) days from tender
closing date.

* Price(s) quoted must be firm & must be inclusive of VAT.
* Bids will be evaluated in accordance with the applicable

Preferential Point Scoring System as set out in the Councils
Supply Chain Management Policy. The following forms, MBD 1,
MBD2, MBD 4, MBD 6.1, MBD 8 and MBD 9 must be completed
and submitted with the bid.

* Bids that are late or incomplete will not be considered, whilst
the lowest or only bid will not necessarily be accepted. Bids per
fax or E-mail will also not be considered.

* An original tax clearance certificate issued by SARS must
accompany all bids.

* Bidders must supply their own tanks and connect it to existing
system.

C DU PLESSIS, MUNICIPAL MAANGER, HOPE STREET, PRIVATE
BAG X14, CALVINIA, 8190

HANTAM MUNISIPALITEIT

KENNISGEWING 2012/2013/01
Voorsiening van Grootmaat Ultrafloc U 3500 Chemikalie

Tenders word ingewag van maatskappye wat grootmaat Ultrafloc
U3500 chemikalie aan HANTAM Munisipaliteit Calvinia kan
voorsien.

Tenderdokumente is verkrygbaar vanaf die Hoof Voorsieningska-
naalbestuur, Hantam Munisipaliteit, PRIVAATSAK X14, 8190 of by
Tel (027) 341 8500, Tenderdokumente is slegs in harde kopie
beskikbaar teen ‘n koste van R200,00 per dokument. Die afhaal
daarvan moet self deur die voornemende tenderaar gereël word.

Verseëlde tenders gemerk: “KENNISGEWING W21012/2013/01:
Voorsiening van Grootmaat Ultrafloc U3500 Chemikalie” moet
voor of op Vrydag 24 Augustus 2012 om 12:00 in die tenderbus
geplaas word en sal direk daarna in die Komiteekamer van die
Munisipale kantore geopen word.

Die volgende voorwaardes sal geld:

* Pryse moet geldig bly vir negentig (90) dae vanaf
tendersluitingsdatum.

* Pryse moet BTW inklusief wees.
* Tenders sal oorweeg word in terme van die toepaslike

punteformule, soos bepaal deur die Raad se
Voorsieningskanaalbestuursbeleid. Vorms, MDB 1, MBD 2,
MBD 4, MBD 6.1, MBD 8 en MBD 9 moet voltooi word en u
tender vergesel.

* Tenders wat laat ontvang word, of onvolledig is sal nie in
aanmerking geneem word nie. Tenders per faks of e-pos sal
ook nie oorweeg word nie.

* Tenderaars moet ‘n oorspronklike belastinguitklaring-
sertifikaat, uitgereik deur die Suid-Afrikaanse Inkomstediens,
saam met die tenderdokument indien.

* Tenderaars moet hul eie tenke voorsien en op bestaande
stelsel opkoppel.

C DU PLESSIS, MUNISIPALE BESTUURDER, HOOPSTRAAT,
PRIVAATSAK X14, CALVINIA, 8190

Mandela dag is regoor Suid-Afrika gevier deur 67 minute aan welwillendheid te spandeer. Die Departement
van Sport, Kuns en Kultuur het ook vanjaar hul deel vir Mandela Dag gedoen. Hulle het bietjie by die Oasis

Dienssentrum vir Gestremdes gaan kuier. Op die foto is Limakatso Koloi (Burgemeester van Siyanda), Xhamela
(Dept Sport Kuns en Kultuur) Kimberley), Mary Visagie (Oasis), mnr Smith (Distrtikshoof Sport, Kuns en

Kultuur) en leerder van die sentrum wat geskenke ontvang het.

Daar is sekere dinge wat mense doen,
wat die ergste straf regverdig.

Oasis Dienssentrum
bederf op Mandeladag

Halsmisdaad!

Ek
Praat

Prontuit
Deur Mêrie Scheepers

Baie van die dinge is
indirekte poging tot
moord – ek dink in die
hof sou dit kwalifiseer
as manslag.

Die eerste van hierdie
soorte misdaad, het die
Weskaap regering nou
aangespreek: om op ‘n
selfoon te praat, of nog
erger, ‘n boodskap te
lees of te tik terwyl jy
bestuur.

Wat my aanbetref
hoef hulle nie soveel
administratiewe werk
te skep om weer die
fone terug te gee nie,
hulle kan hulle sommer
daar in die pad waar
hulle dit afvat, voor die
oë van die oortreder,
fyn en flenters trap en
die stukkies vir hom
los om op te tel.

Die ander oortreding
wat werklik ernstig
aangespreek moet
word, is die blatante
ignoreer van sper-
strepe.

Ek moes gister weer
die veld in ry om ‘n
gruwelongeluk te
voorkom omdat ‘n
Gautenger nie weet
waarvoor daardie
dubbele wit streep op
die pad geverf is nie.

As ek ‘n minder
bedrewe bestuurder
was wat met ‘n
stadsmotor in plaas
van ‘n bakkie gery het,
het my voertuig

verseker gerol toe ek
van die teeroppervlak
af in die ongelyke veld
in ry.

Die ploert het net
aangery, niks gepla oor
die twee “slagoffers”
wat weerskante langs
die pad bly staan het
nie.

Ek stel voor dat hulle,
saam met die manne
wat in die bosse sit en
mense vang wat te
vinnig ry, ook manne
by strategiese sper-
streepsones ontplooi
wat aan hierdie ploerte
die swaarste boetes
moontlik gee.

Konfiskeer na ‘n
derde oortreding hul
voertuig en skort hul
rybewys permanent
op.

Verkoop die voertuie
om vir ander slagoffers
van sperstreep on-
gelukke rolstoele,
gidshonde en ander
hulpmiddels aan te
skaf om hul
verpletterde lewe ‘n
bietjie meer gemaklik te
maak.

‘n Ploert skrik nie vir
‘n verkeerskaartjie nie,
hulle spog daaroor.

Hierdie misdadigers
sal veel harder in die
bek geruk moet word
voordat hulle dalk sal
reageer.

Environmental and Social Impact Assessment for Proposed
Construction of Gamsberg Zinc Mine and Associated
Infrastructure near Aggeneys, Northern Cape Province

DENC Reference Number: NC/EIA/NAM/KHAI/AGG/2012
-NCP/0000155/2012

DEA Reference Number: 12/9/11/L955/8
DMR Reference Number: NCS 30/5/1/2/2/2/518

INVITATION TO REGISTER AND COMMENT
Black Mountain Mining (Pty) Ltd, who is part of the global mining group

Vendata Resources plc, intends to establish a new zinc mine at Gamsberg
with associated infrastructure in the Namakwa Region of the Northern
Cape. The proposed mine will be located on properties Bloemhoek 61
Portion1, Gams 60 Portion 1, Aroams 57 RE and Gams 60 Portion 4,
approximately 14 km east of the town of Aggeneys along the Eastern

border of the N14 National Road. The proposed project would also include
upgrading of an existing water pipeline, construction of electricity

infrastructure, construction of additional housing in the town of Aggeneys,
construction of tailing dams and construction of waste rock dump sites and
a zinc concentrator. In addition, two options for the transportation of zinc

concentrate to the Saldanha Bay Port will also be investigated and assessed.
Before the proposed project may go ahead, an Environmental and Social

Impact Assessment (ESIA) needs to be completed in terms of the
following legislation:

* National Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA)
and Associated Assessment (EIA) Regulations GN.R543 (as amended);

* Minerals and Petroleum Resouces Development Act (No. 28 of 2002))
(MPRDA);
* National Water Act (No. 36 of 1998) (NWA);
* National Heritage Resouces Act (No. 25 of 1999) (NHRA);
* National Environmental Management: Waste Act (no. 59 of 2008)
(NEM:WA); and

* National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (No. 39 of 2004)
(NEM: AQA).
The following applications have therefore been submitted to the competent

authorities, namely:
* ESIA Appilcation to the Department of Environmental and Nature
Conservation (DENC); and
* Waste Management License (WML) application to the National
Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA).

Environmental Resources Management Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd (ERM) has
been appointed as the independent environmental assessment practitioner,

to undertake the ESIA and associated public participation processes.
Stakeholders are invited to register as Interested and Affected Parties

(I&APs) and to participate in the ESIA and public participation processes.
To register as an I&AP or to obtain more information, please contact ERM:
Paul Monare
Environmetal Recources Management (ERM)
Postal Address: Postnet Suite 624, Private Bag X29,
Gallo Manor, 2051
Tel: (011) 798 4300
Fax: 086 292 7318
Email: gamsberg@erm.com
How can you get involved
* Register as an Interested and Affected Party
* Propose ideas to solve problems that arise during the
consultation process

* Voice your concerns about proposals and their potential
impacts

* Assist with information that will contribute to a thorough study
and EIA.
Due date for comments and stakeholder registration: 29 August 2012
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Danie Theron - Bitterfontein

Oupa en Ouma kon tog altyd sulke 
mooi stories vertel. Maar dit was soms 
net een of twee klein kinders wat dit 
gehoor het en daar het alles dood 
geloop. Die ou mense is nie meer daar 
nie, nêrens is dit neergeskryf nie en dit 
is vir alle praktiese doeleindes vir altyd 
verlore. Om baie van hierdie ware 
gebeurtenisse, sommige moontlik so 'n 
bietjie aangedik, maak egter nie 'n 
verskil nie en gee net so bietjie ekstra 
smaak, is besluit om dit te boekstaaf.

Met die inisiatief van me Colleen 
Haasbroek, maatskaplike werkster wat 
aan die hoof staan van “Age in Action” 
in die Weskus Streek, is daar 
daadwerklike pogings aangewend om 
die stories weer te laat herleef. Verlede 
week was daar dan ook 'n byeenkoms 
te Bitterfontein in die Gemeenskap 
saal gereël om belangstellendes 
bymekaar te kry. Colleen was eerste 
aan die woord om te verduidelik 
waarom stories vertel word en die 
geestelike waarde daarin vervat. Storie 
vertel is soms om jou hart uit te praat, 
om die mooi en aangename dinge in 
die verlede in die gees, te laat herleef. 
In werklikheid is storievertel 'n soort 
van 'n “helings proses” vir die siel. 
Vandag se jeug mis eintlik so baie van 
die groot lekkerte van die ou tyd. Daar 
moet natuurlik bygesê word dat pyn 
nie in werklikheid herroep kan word 
nie en slegs die snaaksigheid en 
lekkerte daaraan verbonde, word 
onthou. Indien jy die jong mense 
daarvan vertel kan die opmerking heel 
moontlik wees “dit is cool.” 

Die verrigtinge het om 10:00 begin en 
alles was vooraf ordelik gereël deur 
Anver Sterkse, die koördineerder van 
die Sonskyn Klub vir Senior burgers 
van Bitterfontein. Aanvanklik was daar 
net so twee vertellers. Die gehoor het 
eintlik baie teleurgesteld voorgekom 
maar soos die tyd aangestap het, het 
al meer en meer talent na vore gekom. 
Verbasend was dit om te kon 
waarneem met hoeveel gemak en 
selfvertroue die Senior Burgers hul 
voordragte kon lewer. Sommige het 
slegs gekom om die verrigtinge by te 
woon as hoorders maar het later 
sonder enige voorbereiding ook deel 
geneem. Die Oumatjie van 92 jaar 
oud, wat eerste aan die woord was, 
was geensins van plan om aan die 
vertellery deel te neem nie; op die 
uiteinde het sy die gehoor se harte 
gesteel. Dan was daar die oud 
onderwyseres van Rietpoort, me Mary 
Ovis, selfs 'n digter van naam wat 
sekerlik nou die erkenning vir haar 
werke sal kry. Sy het nogtans, nie 
teenstaande die 82 somers agter die 
rug, nog flink en duidelik haar 
voordrag gelewer. Deelnemers en 
besoekers was van Bitterfontein, 
Nuwerus en Rietpoort.

Gelukkig is al die stories deur Colleen 
op band opgeneem en sy is alreeds so 

opgewonde oor die materiaal wat 
sy versamel het, dat daar nou 
dringend gekyk word na 'n 
uitgewer en drukkery.
Tydens die vertellery, is 
aantekeninge gemaak van hoe die 
taal gebruik of aangewend word 
hier in Namakwaland. Aandag 
word aan idiome gegee wat net in 
hierdie streek voorkom en dan ook 
die noem name van talle soorte 
grasse, gebruike en selfs gekoppel 
ook aan persone.
 
Weereens was dit eenvoudig 
verstommend om die talent wat in 
ons midde is, te sien en te hoor. 
Die belangrikheid van die “sien” 
moet egter verduidelik word want 
die storie word, uit die aard 
daarvan, beklemtoon deur die 
lyftaal van die verteller. Met die 
nodige aanmoediging en leiding, 
kan hierdie persone, en daar is 
nog baie beskikbaar, slegs 'n 
vertoning wat tot aanwins van die 
gemeenskap kan wees, lewer. Die 
jeug behoort ook eintlik aan 'n 
soort gelyke program bloot gestel 
te word en dit kan aanvaar word 
dat die gemeenskap nie sal glo 
wat alles na vore sal kom nie. 
Terselfdertyd dien dit 'n eintlike 
doel van 'n terapie, 'n helings 
proses wat baie positief kan 
meewerk tot die versoenings 
proses waaraan almal naarstigtelik 
probeer meedoen, om dit te laat 
maak werk.

Die geesdrif het later so 'n 
momentum gekry dat die 
verrigtinge eers teen 13:00 ten 
einde geloop het. Almal kon 
werklik huiswaarts keer met die 
gevoel dan iets wat nog nooit 
voorheen erkenning gekry het nie 
nou 'n nuwe gestalte en status 
bereik het. 

Die Namakwalandse kind.
Deur Mary Ovis Rietpoort

Met sy uintjies en sy ghoena
Sy bokhorings en aroena
Beur hy teen die wind
Die Namakwalandse kind 

Ook kambro in sy sak
En gharra aan 'n tak 
Kaalvoet in die wind
Die Namakwalandse kind

Dit is sy groente en sy vrug
In die knapsak op sy rug
Huis toe in die wind
Die Namakwalandse kind

Hy ken droogte en verweer
Swaarkry en ontbeer
Tog bly hy goedgesind
Die Namakwalandse kind

Toe begin hy draf 
Terwyl hy hardop lag
Dis sy vuurtjie wat daar wink
Vir hom die veld se kind.



 

Annex C 

Pictures of Site Notices 

  



Omgewings- en Maatskaplike Invloedbepaling van die 
Voorgestelde Konstruksie van die Gamsberg Sinkmyn en 
Verwante Infrastruktuur naby Aggeneys, Provinsie Noord-

Kaap 
DONB Verwysingsnr: NC/EIA/NAM/KHAI/AGG/2012-NCP/EIA/0000155/2012 

DOS Verwysingsnr: 12/9/11/L955/8 
DMH Verwysingsnr: NCS 30/5/1/2/2/1/518 

 

Black Mountain Mining (Edms) Bpk, deel van Vedanta plc, gee hiermee kennis van die indiening 
van aansoeke aan onderskeidelik: die Departement van Omgewings- en Natuurbewaring (DONB) 
kragtens die Wet op Nasionale Omgewingsbestuur (Nr. 107 van 1998) (soos gewysing) en die 
Regulasies vir Omgewingsinvloedbepalings (OIB) (GK. R543) vir ŉ Omgewingsmagtiging; die 
Nasionale Departement van Omgewingsake (DOS) vir ŉ Afvalbestuurslisensie kragtens die Wet 
op die Nasionale Omgewing: Afvalbestuur (Nr. 59 van 2008); die Departement van Minerale 
Hulpbronne vir ŉ wysiging aan die bestaande Omgewingbestuursprogram kragtens die Wet op 
Ontwikkeling van Minerale en Petroleumhulpbronne (Nr. 28 van 2002); en die Departement van 
Waterwese vir ŉ Watergebruikslisensie kragtens die Nasionale Waterwet (Nr. 36 of 1998). Hierdie 
aansoeke is vir die voorgestelde vestiging van die Gamsberg Sinkmyn, Konsentrator-aanleg en 
verwante infrastruktuur.  

Die voorgestelde myn sal geleë wees op die eiendomme Bloemhoek 61 Gedeelte 1, Gams 60 
Gedeelte 1, Aroams 57 RE, en Gams 60 Gedeelte 4, ongeveer 14 km oos van die dorp Aggeneys 
en aan die oostelike grens van die N14 Nasionale Pad. 

 

 
 

Environmental Resources Management (ERM) is as die onafhanklike omgewingbeoordelings-
praktisyn aangestel wat verantwoordelik sal wees vir die Omgewings- en Maatskaplike 
Invloedbepaling, asook die gepaardgaande proses van openbare deelname.  Indien u as ŉ 
Belanghebbende en Geaffekteerde Party in die voorgestelde projek wil registreer of verdere 
inligting wil ontvang, word u versoek om u kontakbesonderhede aan die persoon hieronder te 
voorsien. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie 2012    Projek Nr no: 0164903 

OPENBARE DEELNAME EN POSADRES VIR KOMMENTAAR 

Paul Monare  

Environmental Resources Management (ERM) 

Postnet Suite 624, PrivaatsakX29, Gallo Manor, 2052 

Tel: (011) 798 4300, Faks: 086 292 7318 

e-pos: gamsberg@erm.com 

 



Environmental and Social Impact Assessment for the 
Proposed Construction of the Gamsberg Zinc Mine and 

Associated Infrastructure near Aggeneys, Northern Cape 
Province  

DENC Reference Number: NC/EIA/NAM/KHAI/AGG/2012-NCP/EIA/0000155/2012 
DEA Reference Number: 12/9/11/L955/8   

DMR Reference Number: NCS 30/5/1/2/2/1/518 
 

Black Mountain Mining (Pty) Ltd, part of Vedanta plc, hereby gives notice of their submission of  
applications to: the Department of Environment and Nature Conservation  in terms of the National 
Environmental Management Act, (No. 107 of 1998) (as amended) and the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Regulations (GN.R543) for Environmental Authorisation; the National 
Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) for a Waste Management License in terms of the 
National Environmental Management: Waste Act (No. 59 of 2008); the Department of Mineral 
Resources for an amendment to the existing Environmental Management Programme in terms of 
the Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act (No. 28 of 2002); and the Department of 
Water Affairs for a Water Use License in terms of the National Water Act (No. 36 of 1998) ); and 
the Department of Environment and Nature Conservation in terms of National Environmental 
Management: Air Quality Act (No. 39 of 2004); respectively. These applications are for the 
proposed establishment of the Gamsberg Zinc Mine, Concentrator Plant and associated 
infrastructure.  

The proposed mine will be located on properties Bloemhoek 61 Portion 1, Gams 60 Portion 1, 
Aroams 57 RE and Gams 60 Portion 4, approximately 14 km east of the town of Aggeneys along 
the eastern border of the N14 National Road. 

 

 
Environmental Resources Management (ERM) has been appointed as the independent 
environmental assessment practitioner, to undertake the Environmental and Social Impact 
Assessment and associated public participation processes. To formally register as an Interested 
and Affected Party for the proposed project or to receive further information, please submit your 
details to the contact details given below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2012     Project no: 0164903 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND RETURN ADDRESS FOR COMMENTS 

Paul Monare  

Environmental Resources Management (ERM) 

Postnet Suite 624, Private Bag X29, Gallo Manor, 2052 

Tel: (011) 798 4300, Fax: 086 292 7318 

e-mail: gamsberg@erm.com 



Environmental and Social Impact Assessment for Proposed Construction 
of the Gamsberg Zinc Mine and Associated Infrastructure near 

Aggeneys, Northern Cape Province 

Location of site notices 

Photos Placement Date Description 

 

30 July 2012 Aggeneys Kaffee 

 

30 July 2012 Aggeneys Recreational Club 

 

30 July 2012 
Aggeneys: Black Mountain 

Head Office 

 

30 July 2012 Gamsberg Project Area 

 

30 July 2012 Pella Library 



 

30 July 2012 Pella Municipal Offices 

 

30 July 2012 
Pofadder Library 

 

30 July 2012 
Pofadder Municipal Offices 
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Inleiding
Black Mountain Mining (Edms) Bpk (hierna Black Mountain genoem), wat deel is van Vedanta Resources Plc, is van 
voorneme om die Gamsberg Sinkmyn, Konsentrator-aanleg en verwante infrastruktuur in die Namakwa-distrik te vestig.  
Die voorgestelde myn sal geleë wees op die eiendomme Bloemhoek 61 Gedeelte 1, Gams 60 Gedeelte 1, Aroams 57 RE, 
en Gams 60 Gedeelte 4, ongeveer 14 km oos van die dorp Aggeneys en aan die oostelike grens van die N14 Nasionale 
Pad (sien Figuur 1). Die voorgestelde terrein staan in die algemeen bekend as Gamsberg, en word gekenmerk deur ŉ 
ovaalvormige eilandberg, ongeveer 220 meters hoër as die omliggende vlaktes.

Voordat enige konstruksie kan begin moet goedkeuring ingevolge die volgende wetgewings bekom word: die Wet op die 
Ontwikkeling van Minerale en Petroleumhulpbronne (Nr. 28 van 2002), die Wet op Nasionale Omgewingsbestuur (Nr. 107 van 
1998), die Wet op Nasionale Omgewingsbestuur: Afvalbestuur (Nr. 59 van 2008), die Wet op Nasionale Omgewingsbestuur: 
Luggehalte (Wet 39 van 2004), die Wet op Nasionale Erfenishulpbronne (Nr. 25 van 1999) en die Nasionale Waterwet (Nr. 36 van 
1998). Die bevoegde owerheid in hierdie Omgewings- en Maatskaplike Invloedbepaling (O&MIB) is die  MEC van Noord-
Kaapse Provinsiale Departement van Omgewing- en Natuurbewaring (DONB).
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Doel van hierdie dokument
Hierdie dokument gee ŉ kort uiteensetting van die voorgestelde projek en die manier waarop 
Belanghebbende en Geaffekteerde Partye (B&GPe) by die O&MIB-proses betrokke kan raak.  

Bykomende dokumente sal op verskillende stadiums van die omgewingsinvloedbepalings-
proses aan B&GPe beskikbaar gestel word, wat B&GPe verder die geleentheid sal bied om 
kwessies te identifiseer en voorstelle te maak.  

Agtergrond tot die projeck
Sinkneerslae is in 1972 deur die O’Okiep Copper Company (Newmont) by Gamsberg 
ontdek. Gold Fields het Newmont se belang in Gamsberg in 1988 gekoop, maar a.g.v. 
ongunstige marktoestande is die myn nie ontwikkel nie.  

Anglo American Corporation het die terrein in 1998 bekom en die aanvanklike en volledige 
uitvoerbaarheidstudies gedoen om die lewensvatbaarheid van die ontginning van die 
sinkneerslag te bepaal.  

Die oorspronklike Omgewingbestuursprogram (OBP) vir oopgroefontginning by Gamsberg 
is in Januarie 2001 goedgekeur onder die Wet op die Ontwikkeling van Minerale en 
Petroleumhulpbronne. In 2002 is die OBP gewysig en is goedkeuring gegee om ŉ klein 
gedeelte van die neerslag ondergronds te myn. ŉ Verdere wysiging in 2009 het goedkeuring 

verleen aan bogrondse ontginning langs die noord-oostelike deel van Gamsberg.
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Heelwat komponente en verwante infrastruktuur is egter sedert die voltooiing 
van die oorspronklike O&MIB tot die proses toegevoeg, en meeste van die vorige 
goedkeurings het intussen verstryk. Verdere ondersoeke is in 2009 gedoen om 
die nuutste regsverpligtinge en die gapings in kennis tussen die oorspronklike 
O&MIB van 2000 en die nuwe projekbeskrywing te bepaal. Hierdie ondersoek het 
aangetoon dat ŉ volledige O&MB-proses nodig is vir die bykomende wetlike en 
inligtingvereistes.  

Vedanta Resources Plc het in Februarie 2011 Black Mountain Mining (Edms) Bpk 
vanaf Anglo American Corporation, wat die Gamsbergterrein besit het, aangekoop. 
As gevolg van die veranderings in omgewingswetgewing en aan die oorspronklike 
beskrywing van die projek, moet ŉ nuwe O&MIB-proses van stapel gestuur word.  
Die O&MIB-proses sal die gapings in kennis identifiseer en alle potensiële impakte 
omvattend beoordeel. Verwys na die Liggingskaart, ingesluit as Figuur 1 (sien 
ommesy), vir ‘n voorstelling van die ligging van die voorgestelde projek.

Die voorstel om die sinkmyn by Gamsberg te vestig is gebaseer op die wêreldwye 

verbetering in die mark vir sink sedert 2000.
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Figuur 1. Gamsberg Sinkmyn Liggingskaart
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‘n Tipiese konsentrator-aanleg    ‘n Tipiese  slykdam          ‘n Tipiese stortingsterrein vir afvalrots

Projekbeskrywing 
Black Mountain beoog om ŉ sinkmyn en verwante infrastruktuur 
by Gamsberg, naby die dorp Aggeneys, te vestig. As gevolg van 
die lae-graad sinkreserwes in die gebied, moet die sink eers 
versterk word voordat dit na wêreldmarkte uitgevoer kan word. 
Bykomend hiertoe is ŉ versekerde bron van water en elektrisiteit 
nodig om aan die behoeftes van die mynbedrywighede te kan 
voldoen. As gevolg van hierdie vereistes, word die volgende 
voorgestel:

Ontginning van sink
Die vestiging van die Gamsberg Sinkmyn met ŉ verwagte 
uitsetvermoë van ongeveer 10 miljoen ton per jaar 
(verwerkingstonnemaat). Die verwagte lewensduur van 
die voorgestelde myn is ongeveer 20 jaar. Black Mountain 
stel ondersoek in na ander ontginningstegnieke om die 
mees toepaslike benadering vanuit ŉ finansiële, tegniese 
en omgewingsoogpunt te bepaal. Hierdie aspekte sal meer 
omvattend tydens die Omvangbepalingsfase bespreek word.

Konsentrator-aanleg
Die bou van ŉ Sink Konsentrator-aanleg met ŉ totale 
verwerkingskapasiteit van 10 miljoen ton per jaar. Die presiese 
ligging van die Konsentrator-aanleg sal tydens die O&MIB-proses 
bepaal word. 

Afvalbestuur
Black Mountain beoog om slykdamme en stortingsterreine 
vir afvalrots te bou met die doel om die afval wat die 
ontginningsproses tot gevolg het, te bestuur. Die presiese ligging 
van die slykdamme en stortingsterreine vir afvalrots sal tydens 
die O&MIB-proses bepaal word. Geskikte terreine sal ook vir nie-
minerale afval ontwikkel word.

Watervoorsiening
Black Mountain beoog om die waterbehoeftes van die 
voorgestelde sinkmyn aan te spreek deur die Pella Drift 
Waterraad te nader om die bestaande waterpyplyn vanaf 
die onttrekkingspunt by Pella langs die Oranjerivier na die 
voorgestelde myn op te gradeer. 

Elektrisiteitsvoorsiening
Black Mountain beoog om die elektrisiteitsbehoeftes van die 
voorgestelde sinkmyn aan te spreek deur die oprigting van 

‘n nuwe 220kv/66kV substasie langs die bestaande 220kV 
transmissielyn aan die noordelike gedeelte van die N14 
(ongeveer 2 km wes van die Gamsbergterrein).  ‘n Tweede 66KV/ 
11kV substasie sal by die mynaanleg opgerig word. Twee (2) 
66kV transmissielyne sal die N14 Nasionalepad kruis om die twee 
substasies to koppel, ten einde in die kragbehoeftes van die 
voorgestelde myn en verwante infrastruktuur te voorsien.

Black Mountain sal alternatiewelik ‘n nuwe 66 kV transmissielyn 
en verwante infrastruktuur bou vanaf die bestaande Aggeneys 
substasie tot by die voorgestelde myn area.

Vervoer van Sink-konsentraat
Om die projek haalbaar te maak, moet Black Mountain die 
sink-konsentraat vanaf die voorgestelde myn na die hawe 
by Saldanhabaai neem vir die uitvoer daarvan. Die volgende 
twee waarskynlike vervoeropsies sal tydens die O&MIB-proses 
ondersoek word, naamlik:

•	 Vervoeropsie 1: Sink-konsentraat sal via ŉ bestaande 
grondpad vanaf die voorgestelde myn na Ring 10 van die 
bestaande Sishen–Saldanha spoorweglyn geneem word.  
Die konsentraat sal dan by Ring 10 gelaai en per spoor na die 
Saldanhabaai-hawe geneem word; of

•	 Vervoeropsie 2: Laai die sink-konsentraat op vragmotors en 
vervoer dit via die bestaande N14 en N7 Nasionale Paaie na 
die Saldanhabaai-hawe. 

Behuising
Werksgeleenthede sal tydens die konstruksie- en bedryfsfase van 
die voorgestelde projek geskep word. Black Mountain beoog om 
bykomende behuisingseenhede in die dorp Aggeneys op te rig. 
Black Mountain is van voornemens om hulle huis eienaarskap 
skema uit te brei in ooreenstemming met die ontginninghandves. 
Die presiese aantal werksgeleenthede wat geskep sal word sal 
tydens die O&MIB-proses bevestig word. 

agtergrond-inligtingsdokument

Geaffekteerde Omgewing 
Die voorgestelde sinkmyn sal geleë wees in die Noord-Kaap Provinsie, 
naby die dorp Aggeneys. Die werkloosheidsyfer in die Noord-Kaap 
Provinsie is 26,7 persent, wat hoër is as die nasionale gemiddelde 
van 23,9 persent (volgens StatsSA). Vorige ondersoeke wat uitgevoer 
is het bevestig dat die voorgestelde myn geleë is in ‘n   streek wat 
gekenmerk word met ‘n hoë vlak van Vetplant Karoo-plantegroei en 
word dus beskou as globale biodiversiteit warm kol (Conservation 
International, 2012).
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Omgewings- en Maatskaplike Invloedbepaling
Die doelwitte van die O&MIB-proses is om die volgende te voorsien: 

•	 Genoegsame inligting aan B&GPe sodat hulle ŉ begrip het van die potensiële omgewings- en sosio-ekonomiese impakte wat die 
voorgestelde projek tot gevolg het, en geleentheid het om op die O&MIB-proses kommentaar te lewer; 

•	 Inligting aan die ingenieurspan te voorsien sodat hulle doeltreffende maatreëls by die ontwerp en uitvoering van die projek kan 
inbou om negatiewe impakte te verminder en voordele van die projek te verbeter; en 

•	 Genoegsame inligting aan die regulatoriese owerhede te voorsien sodat hulle ŉ ingeligte besluit kan neem.

Regsverpligtinge
Die voorgestelde O&MIB-proses sal uitgevoer word volgens die Wet op Nasionale Omgewingsbestuur (Wet 107 van 1998) (soos gewysig) 
se Regulasies R543 van 2010 vir ŉ Omgewingsinvloedbepaling (OIB). Die volgende wetgewing is ook op die voorgestelde projek van 
toepassing en daar sal aan hierdie regsverpligtinge voldoen moet word as deel van ŉ geïntegreerde O&MIB-proses:

•	 Wet op die Nasionale Omgewing: Afvalbestuur (Nr. 59 van 2008);

•	 Wet op die Nasionale Omgewing: Biodiversiteit (Nr. 10 van 2004);

•	 Wet op Nasionale Omgewingsbestuur: Luggehalte (Nr. 39 van 2004);

•	 Nasionale Waterwet (Nr. 36 van 1998);

•	 Wet op Nasionale Erfenishulpbronne (Nr. 25 van 1999); en

•	 Wet op die Ontwikkeling van Minerale en Petroleumhulpbronne (Nr. 28 van 2002).

Die omvattende regsverpligtinge sal tydens die Omvangbepalingsfase ondersoek word. ERM is egter van voorneme om ŉ 
geïntegreerde regulatoriese proses vir bogenoemde wetgewings te volg. Neem egter kennis dat daar slegs aan die wetlike vereistes 
ingevolge die Nasionale Waterwet voldoen kan word nadat ŉ Omgewingsmagtiging uitgereik is.

agtergrond-inligtingsdokument
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Openbare Deelname
As rolspeler of moontlike B&GP word u uitgenooi om deel te wees van hierdie O&MIB-proses. Openbare deelname is ‘n 
sleutelkomponent van omgewingsbesluitneming en sal dwarsdeur die O&MIB-proses plaasvind. Figuur 2 hieronder verskaf 
meer inligting oor die onderskeie fases in die O&MIB-proses, asook die tydsduur daarvan en verwante aktiwiteite. 

Figuur 2: Proses van Openbare Deelname

agtergrond-inligtingsdokument

Formele aankondiging van die projek aan alle belanghebbendes (30 dae); 
•	 Aankondigingsbrief en verspreiding van Agtergrond-inligtingsdokument;
•	 Oprigting van terreinkennisgewings;
•	 Plasing van advertensies in koerante;

Registrasie van Belanghebbende en Geaffekteerde Partye (B&GPe).
Vergaderings met sleutelrolspelers / fokusgroepe.

Kondig beskikbaarheid van Konsep O&MIB verslae vir openbare oorsig (40 dae) aan.
Stel Konsep Omvangbepalingsverslag beskikbaar by openbare plekke en op  
www.erm.com/gamsberg.
Hou openbare vergaderings met B&GPe.
Bywerking van Konsep Omvangbepalingsverslag en Kommentaar- en Antwoordverslag.
Indiening van Finale Omvangbepalingsverslag by owerhede en stel beskikbaar vir openbare 
oorsig (21 dae).

Kondig beskikbaarheid van Konsep O&MIB en OBP verslae vir openbare oorsig (40 dae) aan.
Stel konsep O&MIB en OBP verslae beskikbaar by openbare plekke en op
www.erm.com/gamsberg. 
Hou openbare vergaderings met B&GPe.
Bywerking van Konsep Omvangbepalingsverslag en Kommentaar- en Antwoordverslag.
Indiening van Finale O&MIB en OBP verslae by owerhede en stel beskikbaar vir openbare 
oorsig (21 dae).

Dra die omgewingsmagtigingsbesluit vanaf die bevoegde owerheid aan B&GPe oor.
Verskaf die nodige inligting vir die appèlproses in hierdie aankondiging.

KONDIG 
PROJEK

AAN

OMVANG-
BEPALING

INVLOED-
BEPALING

BESLUIT-
NEMING

3de Kwartaal 
2012

4de Kwartaal 
2012

1ste Kwartaal 
2013

2de Kwartaal 
2013

U registrasie as ’n B&GP en kommentaar op die voorgestelde projek is ’n belangrike deel van ons proses.  

Wat die potensiële positiewe en negatiewe omgewings- en maatskaplike impakte betref wat tydens die O&MIB-proses 
ondersoek moet word, word u uitgenooi om enige kwessies wat u bekommer aan ons voor te lê, asook geleenthede te 
identifiseer en voorstelle te maak. U word uitgenooi om te registreer as B&GP vir die openbare deelname proses van die 
projek. Voltooi asseblief die meegaande registrasievorm en stuur dit terug na ERM sou u besluit om te registreer (kontak 
besonderhede hier onder). 

Ons bedank u vir u deelname.

openbare deelname en posadres vir kommentaar
Paul Monare 
Environmental Resources Management (ERM)
Postnet Suite 624, Privaatsak X29, Gallo Manor, 2052
Tel: (011) 798 4300	•	 Faks: 086 292 7318 
www.erm.com/Gamsberg-ESIA
e-pos: gamsberg@erm.com



Background Information Document

Environmental and Social Impact Assessment [ESIA]  
for Proposed Construction of the Gamsberg Zinc Mine and Associated Infrastructure 

Northern Cape Province

Introduction

Black Mountain Mining (Pty) Ltd (herein referred to as Black Mountain), is part of Vedanta Resources Plc, intends to establish 

the Gamsberg Zinc Mine, Concentrator Plant and associated infrastructure in the Namakwa District. The proposed site is 

located on properties Bloemhoek 61 Portion 1, Gams 60 Portion 1, Aroams 57 RE and Gams 60 Portion 4, approximately 14 km 

east of the town of Aggeneys, along the eastern border of the N14 (see Figure 1). The proposed site is commonly referred to as 

Gamsberg, and is characterised by an oval shaped inselberg 220 meters above the surrounding plains.

Prior to commencing with construction, approvals are required in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 

Act (No. 28 of 2002), the National Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998), the National Environmental Management: 

Waste Act (No. 59 of 2008), National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (No. 39 of 2004), National Heritage Resources 

Act (No. 25 of 1999) (NHRA) and the National Water Act (No. 36 of 1998). The competent authority for the Environmental and 

Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) process is the MEC of the Department of Environment and Nature Conservation (DENC) of 

the Northern Cape Province.

Environmental Resources Management Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd (ERM) has been appointed as the independent 

environmental assessment practitioner, to undertake the ESIA and associated public participation processes.

DENC Reference Number: NC/EIA/NAM/KHAI/AGG/2012-NCP/EIA/0000155/2012
DEA Reference Number:  12/9/11/L955/8

DMR Reference Number: NCS 30/5/1/2/2/1/518 

DUE DATE FOR COMMENT AND REGISTRATION: 29 AUGUST 2012



background information document

Purpose of this document
This document serves to provide you with a brief introduction to the proposed project and 
the manner in which Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) can become involved in the ESIA 
process. 

Additional documents will be available at various stages during the environmental assessment 
process to provide I&APs with information and further opportunities to raise issues of concern 
and suggestions for enhanced benefits.  

Project background 
In 1972, zinc deposits were discovered at Gamsberg by O’Okiep Copper Company (Newmont). 
In 1998 Gold Fields bought Newmonts interest in Gamsberg, however the mine was not 
developed due to unfavourable market conditions. 

In 1988, Anglo American Corporation acquired the site and completed prefeasibility and 
feasibility investigations in order to explore the viability of mining the zinc deposit. 

The original Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) for open-pit mining at Gamsberg 
was approved in January 2001. An amendment to this EMPR was approved in 2002 to mine a 
small part of the deposit underground. An additional amendment was made to the EMPr in 
2009 for surface exploration along the north eastern section of Gamsberg.

2



background information document

Since the completion of the original ESIA process, additional project components 
and associated infrastructure were introduced into the project description and the 
bulk of the approvals obtained previously have lapsed. 

Further investigations were undertaken in 2009 to review the new legal 
requirements and the gaps in knowledge between the original ESIA of 2000 and 
the new project description. The investigation identified the additional legal and 
information requirements to undertake a comprehensive ESIA process.  

In February 2011, Vedanta Resources Plc acquired Black Mountain Mining (Pty) Ltd., 
from Anglo American Corporation, who owned the Gamsberg site. Due to changes 
to the environmental legislation and original project description, a new ESIA 
process will need to be undertaken. 

The ESIA process will address the gaps in knowledge identified and provide a 
detailed assessment of potential impacts. Refer to Locality Map (see Figure 1 
overleaf ) for a representation of the location of the propsed project.  

The proposal to establish a zinc mine at Gamsberg is based on the global zinc 
market improving since 2000.  

3
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Figure 1: Gamsberg Zinc Mine Locality Map
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Project description 
Black Mountain intends to establish a zinc mine and associated 
infrastructure at Gamsberg, close to the town of Aggeneys. 
However, due to the low grade zinc reserve present in the region, 
the zinc ore would need to be concentrated before exporting 
to global markets. In addition, a secure water and power supply 
would also be needed in order to meet the requirements of 
an operational mine. Based on the above requirements, the 
following is proposed:

Zinc Mining 
The establishment of the Gamsberg Zinc Mine with an expected 
output capacity of approximately 10 million tons per year 
(beneficiation tonnage). The proposed mine is expected to have 
a life span of approximately 20 years. Black Mountain is exploring 
different mining techniques to determine the most suitable 
approach to balance the financial, technical and environmental 
considerations of the proposed project. This will be presented in 
further detail during the Scoping Phase.

Concentrator Plant
Construction of a Zinc Concentrator Plant with a total processing 
capacity of 10 million tons per year. The precise location of the 
Concentrator Plant will be determined during the course of the 
ESIA process. 

Waste Management
In order to manage the waste streams generated from the mining 
process, Black Mountain intends to construct tailings dams and 
waste rock dump sites. The precise location of the tailings dams 
and waste rock dump sites will be determined during the course 
of the ESIA process. Non-mineral waste streams will also be 
generated and appropriate facilities constructed.

Water Supply
In order to fulfil the water requirements of the proposed zinc 
mine, Black Mountain intends to approach Pelladrift Water Board 
regarding upgrading of the existing water pipeline from the Pella 
abstraction point along the Orange River to the proposed mine. 

Electricity Supply
In order to meet the energy requirements of the proposed 
project, Black Mountain intends to construct a new 220kv/ 66kV 
substation adjacent to an existing 220 kV transmission line, 

along the northern end of the N14 (approximately 2 km west 
of the Gamsberg mine site). A second 66kV/11kV sub-station 
will be constructed  at the Gamsberg mine site. Two (2) 66 kV 
distribution lines will be constructed across the N14 National 
Road to link the two proposed sub-stations in order to meet 
the energy requirements of the proposed mine and associated 
infrastructure. Alternatively BMM will construct a new 66 kV 
distribution line and associated infrastructure from the existing  
Aggeneys substation to the proposed mine site.

Transportation of Zinc Concentrate
To ensure project viability, Black Mountain needs to transport 
the zinc concentrate from the proposed mine to the Saldanha 
Bay Port for export. Two potential transport options will be 
investigated during the ESIA process, which are as follows:

•	 Transport Option 1: Zinc concentrate to be transported via 
an existing gravel road from the proposed mine to Loop 
10 of the existing Sishen–Saldanha railway line. At Loop 10, 
the concentrate will be loaded and transported by rail to 
Saldanha Bay Port; or

•	 Transport Option 2: Load zinc concentrate onto trucks and 
transport the zinc concentrate via the existing N14 and N7 
National Roads to the Saldanha Bay Port. 

Housing
The proposed project is expected to result in the creation 
of employment opportunities during the construction and 
operational phases. In order to house the expected workforce, 
Black Mountain intends to construct additional housing units 
in the town of Aggeneys. Black Mountain intends to expand 
its home ownership scheme in compliance with the mining 
charter. The exact number of employment opportunities that is 
expected to be created will be confirmed during the course of 
the ESIA process.

A typical zinc concentrator plant    A typical tailings dam      A typical waste rock dump

Affected Environment:
 The proposed zinc mine will be located within the Northern Cape 
Province, near the town of Aggeneys. The unemployment rate in 
the Northern Cape Province is 26.7 percent, which is above the 
national average of 23.9 percent (according to StatsSA). Previous 
investigations undertaken have confirmed that the proposed 
mine is located in a Region that is characterised with a high level 
of Succulent Karoo vegetation and is thus considered to be a global 
biodiversity hotspot (Conservation International, 2012).



Environmental and Social Impact Assessment
The objectives of the ESIA process are to provide: 

•	 I&APs with adequate information to understand the potential environmental and socio-economic impacts associated with the 
proposed project and opportunities for them to comment on the ESIA process; 

•	 the engineering team with information that will assist them to incorporate effective measures into the design and execution of the 
project to minimise negative impacts and enhance benefits of the project; and 

•	 the regulatory authorities with sufficient information to serve as a basis for sound decision making.

Legislative Requirements
The proposed ESIA process will be undertaken in terms of the National Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (as amended) 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations R543 of 2010. In addition, the following legislation will also be applicable to the 
proposed project and the related legislative requirements will need to be fulfilled as part of an integrated ESIA process:

•	 National Environmental Management: Waste Act (No. 59 of 2008);

•	 National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act (No. 10 of 2004);

•	 National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (No. 39 of 2004);

•	 National Water Act (No. 36 of 1998);

•	 National Heritage Resources Act (No. 25 of 1999); and

•	 Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act (No. 28 of 2002).

Detailed legal requirements will be presented during the Scoping Phase. However, it is the intention of ERM to undertake an integrated 
regulatory process with respect to the abovementioned legislation. Please note, however, that the legal requirements in terms of the 
National Water Act can only be fulfilled once an Environmental Authorisation has been issued.
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Public Participation 
As a stakeholder or potential I&AP you are invited to be part of the ESIA process. Public participation is a key 
component of environmental decision-making and will take place throughout the ESIA process. Figure 2 below 
provides detail on the various ESIA phases, timelines and associated activities.

Figure 2: Public Participation Process

background information document
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Formal announcement of project to all stakeholders (30 days):
•	 Announcement letter and BID distribution;
•	 Placement of site notices;
•	 Placement of adverts in newspapers;

Registration of I&APs.
Key stakeholder / focus group meetings.

Announce availability of Draft Scoping Report for public review ( 40 days).
Lodge Draft Scoping Report available at public places and on www.erm.com/gamsberg.
Hold public meetings with I&APs.
Update of Draft Scoping Report and Comment and Response Report.
Submit Final Scoping Report to authorities and make available for public review period 
(21 days).

Announce availability of Draft ESIA and EMP Reports for public review ( 40 days).
Lodge Draft ESIA and EMP Reports available at public places and on  
www.erm.com/gamsberg.
Hold public meetings with I&APs.
Update of Draft ESIA and EMP Reports and Comment and Response Report.
Submit Final ESIA and EMP Reports to authorities and make available for public review 
period (21 days).

Announce decision from competent authorities to I&APs.
Provide the needed information for appeals process in announcement.

ANNOUNCE 
PROJECT

SCOPING

IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT

DECISION
MAKING

3rd Quarter 
2012

4th Quarter 
2012

1st Quarter 
2013

2nd Quarter 
2013

Your registration as an I&AP and comments are important to this process. 
You are invited to raise issues of concern, identify opportunities and provide suggestions associated with the 
proposed project, pertaining to potential positive or negative environmental and social impacts which should 
be investigated during the ESIA process.  You are invited to register as an IAP for PPP for this project. If you wish 
to be registered, please complete attached registration form and return to ERM (details below).

We thank you for your participation. 

public participation and return address for comments
Paul Monare 
Environmental Resources Management (ERM)
Postnet Suite 624, Private Bag X29, Gallo Manor, 2052
Tel: (011) 798 4300 • Fax: 086 292 7318
e-mail: gamsberg@erm.com
www.erm.com/Gamsberg-ESIA
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John Alexander (UK) 
John Simonson (UK) 
 
Offices worldwide 
 
A member of the  
Environmental Resources 
Management Group 
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Geagte Heer/Dame 

 

Omgewings- en Maatskaplike Invloedbepaling vir die Voorgestelde 
Konstruksie van die Gamsberg Sinkmyn en Verwante Infrastruktuur naby 
Aggeneys, Noord-Kaap Provinsie 

DONB Verwysingsnommer: NC/EIA/NAM/KHAI/AGG/2012-
NCP/EIA/0000155/2012 
DOS Verwysingsnommer: 12/9/11/L955/8  
DMH Verwysingsnommer: NCS 30/5/1/2/2/1/518 
 

Black Mountain Mining (Edms) Bpk (hierna Black Mountain genoem), wat 

deel is van Vedanta plc, is van voorneme om die Gamsberg Sinkmyn, ŉ 

Konsentrator-aanleg en verwante infrastruktuur in die Namakwa-distrik te 

vestig.  Voordat daar met die projek begin kan word, moet ŉ Omgewings- en 

Maatskaplike Invloedepaling (O&MIB) in terme van die Wet op Nasionale 

Omgewingsbestuur (Nr. 107 van 1998) (NEMA) uitgevoer word.  Die 

Departement van Omgewings- en Natuurbewaring (DONB) is die 

leidinggewende owerheid vir die voorgestelde projek. Black Mountain het 

Environmental Resources Management Southern Africa (Edms) Bpk (ERM) 

aangestel as die onafhanklike omgewingbeoordelings-praktisyn wat vir die 

O&MIB-proses verantwoordelik sal wees. 

 

Mylpale in die O&MIB-proses 

• Aankondiging van projek en registrasie: Die aangehegte Agtergrond-

inligtingsdokument (AID) verskaf meer inligting oor die voorgestelde projek 

en die O&MIB-proses.  U word formeel uitgenooi om as ŉ Belanghebbende 

en Geaffekteerde Party (B&GP) te registreer en aan die O&MIB-proses deel 

te neem.  Die sperdatum vir registrasie deur B&GPe en vir aanvanklike 

kommentaar en kwessies is 29 Augustus 2012.  

• Openbare oorsig van die Konsep Omvangbepalingsverslag: Die Konsep 

Omvangbepalingsverslag sal in die tweede kwartaal van 2012 vir openbare 

oorsig beskikbaar wees. 

• Openbare oorsig van die Konsep O&MIB-verslag: Die Konsep O&MIB-

verslag, waarin die bevindinge van die invloedbepaling vervat is, sal na 

verwagting in die eerste kwartaal van 2013 vir openbare kommentaar 

beskikbaar gestel word. 

 

Kommentaar op die Agtergrond-inligtingsdokument (AID) 

U is welkom om op die AID kommentaar te lewer deur: 

• Die aangehegte registrasie- en kommentaarblad te voltooi en aan ERM te 

stuur; 

• ŉ Brief te skryf of ŉ bykomende skriftelike voorlegging in te dien; 

• Per epos, faks of telefoon met die kantoor vir openbare deelname in 

verbinding te tree; en 



 

Environmental 
Resources 
Management 

• Sleutelpersone voor te stel wat na u mening belanghebbende en/of 

geaffekteerde partye behoort te wees. 

 

Verdere korrespondensie sal gestuur word aan geregistreerde B&GPe. Indien u 

enige vrae het, meer inligting verlang, voorstelle wil maak of kwessies wil 

identifiseer, word u versoek om in verbinding te tree met Paul Monare by 

Tel: (011) 798 4300, Faks 086 292 7318  of e-pos: gamsberg@erm.com. 

 

Die uwe 

ERM 

 
Nestus Bredenhann 

Senior Konsultant 

 

Ingesluit: 

• Agtergrond-inligtingsdokument 

• Registrasie en Kommentaarblad 
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Dear Sir/Madam 

 

Environmental and Social Impact Assessment for Proposed Construction of 

the Gamsberg Zinc Mine and Associated Infrastructure near Aggeneys, 

Northern Cape Province 

DENC Reference Number: NC/EIA/NAM/KHAI/AGG/2012-
NCP/EIA/0000155/2012 
DEA Reference Number: 12/9/11/L955/8   
DMR Reference Number: NCS 30/5/1/2/2/1/518 
 

Black Mountain Mining (Pty) Ltd (herein referred to as Black Mountain), who 

is part of Vedanta Resource plc, proposes to establish the Gamsberg Zinc 

Mine, Concentrator Plant and associated infrastructure in the Namakwa 

District of the Northern Cape Province. An Environmental and Social Impact 

Assessment (ESIA) needs to be completed in terms of the National 

Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) before the 

proposed project may go ahead. The Department of Environment and Nature 

Conservation (DENC) is the lead authority for the proposed project. Black 

Mountain has appointed Environmental Resources Management (ERM) as the 

independent environmental assessment practitioner to conduct the ESIA.   
 

Milestones in the ESIA process 

• Project announcement and registration: The attached Background 

Information Document (BID) provides more information about the proposed 

project and ESIA process.  You are formally invited to register as an 

Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) and to participate in the ESIA process. 

The due date for I&AP registration and initial comments and concerns is 

29 August 2012.  

• Public review of the Draft Scoping Report: The Draft Scoping Report will 

be available for public review during the fourth quarter of 2012; 

• Public review of the Draft ESIA Report: The Draft ESIA Report, containing 

the findings of the impact assessment, is expected to be made available for 

public comment during the first quarter of 2013. 

 

To comment on the BID 

You are welcome to comment on the BID by: 

• Completing the enclosed registration and comment sheet and submitting it 

to ERM; 

• Writing a letter or additional written submission; 

• By email, fax or telephone to the public participation office; and 

• Proposing key persons you feel should be included as interested and/or 

affected parties. 

 

 



 

Environmental 
Resources 
Management 

Further correspondence will be sent to registered I&APs. Should you have any 

questions, need more information, or wish to raise issues of concern or 

suggestions, please contact Paul Monare at Tel: (011) 798 4300, Fax: 086 292 7318 

or email: gamsberg@erm.com. 

 

Yours sincerely 

ERM 

 
Nestus Bredenhann 

Senior Consultant 

 

Enclosed: 

• Background Information Document 

• Registration and Comment Sheet 



Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) for proposed construction  
of the Gamsberg Zinc Mine and Associated Infrastructure near Aggeneys,  

Northern Cape Province

Registration & Comment Sheet
July 2012

Should you have any queries, comments or suggestions regarding the proposed project,  
please note them below.

Please return your comments by 29 August 2012
Return this comment sheet to Paul Monare of ERM:
Fax Number: 086 292 7318 or email: gamsberg@erm.com
Postal Address: Postnet Suite 624, Private Bag X29, Gallo Manor, 2052

Please formally register me as an interested and affected party (I&AP) and provide 
further information and notifications during the ESIA process YES NO

I would like to receive my notifications by: Email Post Fax

Comments:

Please register the following people for this ESIA:

Please fill-in your contact details below for the project database:

Title and Name:

Organisation:
Telephone: Fax:

Cellphone: Email:

Postal Address:

Name Signature Date

Thank you for your valuable contribution
Project Reference Number 0164903

Omgewings- En Maatskaplike Invloedbepaling (O&Mib) vir die Voorgestelde 
Konstruksie van die Gamsberg Sinkmyn en Verwante Infrastruktuur naby 

Aggeneys, Provinsie Noord-Kaap

Registrasie- en Kommentaarblad  
Julie 2012

Vul asseblief die onderstaande vorm in indien u enige vrae, kommentaar of voorstelle oor 
die voorgestelde projek het.

Stuur asb. u kommentaar terug teen 29 Augustus 2012
Stuur hierdie kommentaarblad terug aan Paul Monare van ERM:
Faks: 086 292 7318 of e-pos: gamsberg@erm.com
Posadres: Postnet Suite 624, Privaatsak X29, Gallo Manor, 2052

Registreer my asb. formeel as ŉ belanghebbende en geaffekteerde party (B&GP) en 
voorsien my van verdere inligting en kennisgewings gedurende die O&MIB-proses JA NEE

I would like to receive my notifications by: Email Post Fax

Kommentaar:

Registreer asb. die volgende persone vir hierdie O&MIB-proses:

Vul asb. u korrekte kontakbesonderhede vir die databasis hieronder in:

Titel en Naam:

Organisasie:
Telefoon: Faks:

Selfoon: Epos:

Posaddres:

Naam Handtekeining Datum

Dankie vir u waardvolle bydrae
Projek Verwysingsnommer 0164903
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NAME SURNAME INSTITUTION POSITION
Ms Nosipho Ngcaba Department of Environmental Affairs Director General
Ms Nobubele Ngele Department of Water Affairs Director General

Mr Mpho Tshitangoni National Department of Environmental 
Affairs: Waste Directorate

Dr. Thibedi Ramontja Department of Mineral Resources Director General

Mr George Mahlalela Department of Roads and  Transport Director General

Mr Peter Thabethe National Gvt Dept: Agriculture, 
Forestry&Fisheries

Acting Director General

Ms Mandisa Fatyela Deparment of Public works Director General
Mr Tronny Motsenga South African National Parks (SANP) Conservation
Ms  Lutendo Tshifango National Department of Environmental 

Affairs: Waste Directorate

Ms Mariagrazia Galimberti South African Heritage Resources 
Agency (SAHRA)

Mrs Mashudu Ranwedzi Department of Water Affairs Acting Deputy Director 
Mr Shaun Cloete DWA - Regional Water quality
Mr Samuel Dodgen DWA - Kimberly
Ms Lisa Muller Department of Social Development
Mr Michael Oberholzer Department of Mineral Resources Chief Director 
Mr Ntsundeni Ravhugoni Department of Mineral Resources Acting Director (NC)
Mr Ntsundeni Ravhogoni Department of Minerals and Energy - 

Kimberly
Regional Manager

Ms Hazel Jenkins Office of the Premier Premier

Mr. Viljoen Mothibi Department of Agriculture and Land 
Reform

Head of Department

Mr. D Van Heerden Deparment of Tourism, Environmental 
Affairs and Conservation

Head of Department

Dr. Theys Department of Health Head of Department

Mr S Christians Heritage Northern Cape Manager Heritage Resources

Ms. GM
Apelgren-Narkedien

Department of Cooperative Governance, 
Human Settlement and Traditional Affairs
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INTRODUCTION 

This Initial Stakeholder Consultation report provides an outline of the 

information gathered from stakeholders as part of initial consultation for the 

Gamsberg Zinc Mine ESIA near Aggeneys in the Northern Cape Province 

contains the following sections: 

 

• Objectives; 

• Towns visited; and 

• Stakeholders consulted; and 

• Comments, concerns and suggestions raised by stakeholders. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

The objective of the initial consultation with key stakeholders was to gain an 

understanding of concerns and suggestions related to the proposed project 

and the surrounding environment.  In addition, the initial consultation also 

provided an opportunity to identify more stakeholders who will be consulted 

throughout the ESIA process. 

 

TOWNS VISITED 

The following towns were visited as part of the initial consultation with key 

stakeholders:  

 

• Pofadder; 

o Meeting with Pofadder Landbou Vereniging on 21 June 2012; 

o Meeting with the Namakwa District and Khai-Ma Local 

Municipalities on 21 June 2012; 

• Aggeneys; 

• Pella; 
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o Meeting with the Khai-Ma Local Municipality, Community 

Leaders and Community Based Organisations on 20 June 2012; and 

• Springbok; 

o Meeting with the South African National Botanical Institute (also 

representing the Namaqualand Biodiversity Advisory Forum 

(NAMBAF) on 20 June 2012. 

 

STAKEHOLDERS CONSULTED 

The various stakeholder groups that were consulted as part of the initial 

consultation include: 

 

• Namakwa District Municipality (NDM); 

• Khai-Ma Local Municipality; 

• Pofadder Landbou Vereniging; and 

• South African National Botanical Institute (SANBI), also representing the 

Namaqualand Biodiversity Advisory Forum (NAMBAF). 

 
Table 1:  Stakeholders Consulted During the Initial Consultation 

Stakeholder Name Position Organisation 

Ben Vas SLP Manager Namakwa District 
Municipality (NDM) 

Chris Fortuin LED Manager Namakwa District 
Municipality (NDM) 

Boet Baker Municipal Manager Khai-Ma Municipality 

Thabo Molefe Acting Municipal Manager Khai-Ma Municipality 
A.J. Jossop Mayor Khai-Ma Municipality 
Stefanus April Councillor Khai-Ma Municipality 

Lukas van Rooi Councillor Khai-Ma Municipality 
Pasqueline van Heerden Councillor Khai-Ma Municipality 
Sienna Magerman Councillor Khai-Ma Municipality 
Henry Raman Councillor Khai-Ma Municipality 
Stanley Basson Councillor Khai-Ma Municipality 
Alexander Visagie Khai-Ma Municipality 

/Infrastructure officer 
Khai-Ma Municipality 

Pieter van der Merwe Financial Manager Khai-Ma Municipality - 
Pofadder 

Eddie Julius Manager Department of Economic 
Development 

Linda van Wyk Khai Ma Municipality Khai-Ma Tourism/Pella 

Nico Jano Khai-Ma Business Forum Chairperson 

D.J. Julie Khai-Ma Business Forum Member 

Marcellimus Gall Pelson Representative 

Edward Cloete Financial and Economic 
Development 

WYKS Komittee 

Lisa Muller Representative Department of Social 
Development 

Stanley Terrence Ward Councillor Ward 3 Councillor: Aggeneys 

Girrie van den Heever Chairperson Pofadder Landbou Vereniging 

AB Koopman Chairperson SANBI Northern Cape / 
NAMBAF 

Boitshekwane Kgantsi Intern SANBI 

Alfred Waterboer Pella community member Pella 

Christoffel Tienus Pella community member Pella 
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Stakeholder Name Position Organisation 

Abraham Witbooi Pella community member Pella 
G.P. Magerman Pella community member Pella 

Janice  Links Pella community member Pella 

Johny C. Simboya Pella community member Transformasie Kommittee 

A.A. van Wyk Pella community member Khai-Ma Tourism 

Kasper Spence Pella community member Elneps Konstruksie 

 
 
COMMENTS, CONCERNS AND SUGGESTIONS RAISED 

The key comments, concerns and suggestions raised by stakeholders as part of 
the initial consultation are recorded in the table below. 
 
Table 2:  Comments, Concerns and Suggestions Raised 

Comments, Concerns & Suggestions Date Stakeholder Meeting 

The youth are generally included in projects 
but they do not stay involved because 
usually get disinterested. 

20 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local Municipality 
and Pella Community Leaders 

The youth are not interested in farming.  
Drug abuse such as Tik and alcohol abuse is 
common amongst the youth. 

20 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local Municipality 
and Pella Community Leaders 

The Gamsberg project will only be able to 
accommodate and benefit certain people.  It 
is unlikely that everybody will benefit. 

20 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local Municipality 
and Pella Community Leaders 

People were looking at Gamsberg as an 
opportunity to relieve unemployment in the 
District during the 2000 EIA process. 

20 June 2012 SANBI 

A key concern is that although BMM has 
23 000 ha that is under observation; the area 
is regarded as predominantly used for sheep 
farming and is not pristine. 

20 June 2012 SANBI  

Gamsberg is approximately 800 ha but it has 
rare and unique plants.  The inselberg has 
critical biodiversity. 

20 June 2012 SANBI  

There is a proposal to establish a nursery for 
the rare succulents, although it would be 
important to prove that the nursery can be 
sustainable. Especially because the soil 
conditions will likely change during the 
mining process and climate change will also 
be a factor to consider. 

20 June 2012 SANBI  

The influx of job seekers could lead to an 
increase of crime in the area and resulting in 
further unemployment.  It is important that 
this influx is managed as far as possible. 

21 June 2012 Pofadder Farmer Association 

The quality and availability of groundwater 
is a concern. There have been informal 
reports that the groundwater table has 
already lowered. 

21 June 2012 Pofadder Farmer Association 

Security is a concern for farmers.  The 
municipality and the local police will not 
have the capacity to deal with the potential 
crime in the area. Farmers will be at ease if 
the mine ensures that good security 
measures are taken during operations of the 
Gamsberg mine. 

21 June 2012 Pofadder Farmer Association 
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Comments, Concerns & Suggestions Date Stakeholder Meeting 

The road to Loop 10 should be closed for 
public access.  The only people that use that 
road are farmers and the mine. The security 
threat will be minimised if access can be 
controlled. 

21 June 2012 Pofadder Farmer Association 

People cannot be stopped when searching for 
work, but they should also not be 
encouraged to stay in areas where the 
municipality will not be able to absorb the 
influx of more underprivileged people 
searching for work. 

21 June 2012 Pofadder Farmer Association 

There are currently no structured 
communication between the mine and the 
farmers. 

21 June 2012 Pofadder Farmer Association 

Noise levels around the Gamsberg area will 
increase due to mining and operational 
activities. 

21 June 2012 Pofadder Farmer Association 

What will the impact on groundwater be 
both in terms of quality and availability on 
surrounding farmers? 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

The mine development will primarily be for 
export purposes.  The mine should also look 
at other options such as economic 
beneficiation.  In addition, the primary 
means of export is via road transport or by 
rail through connecting at Loop 10.  The 
mine should look into other transport 
options such as using the airports at Port 
Nolloth and Boegoebaai.  The roads in the 
area do not have the capacity to cope with 
the proposed traffic.   

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

In the previous EIA conducted, the ‘green 
lobby’ was used to oppose the project.  
However, the need for employment is 
pervasive.  Is there a plan to develop a 
community lobby? 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

Will the mine be an open cast or 
underground?  Open cast mining will cause 
considerable damage to the environment as 
can be seen with the examples of Transhex 
and De Beers. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

The announcement made for the project in 
1999 caused high levels of expectations, 
resulting in people waiting outside the gates 
of Black Mountain Mining (BMM) looking 
for employment.  What can the community 
expect in terms of employment for this 
project?  

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

The mine should plan for a smelter in the 
area but the electricity capacity in the area is 
a challenge.  How is the mine planning to 
address the water and electricity 
requirements for the project? 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

The mine should consider using fewer trucks 
with a greater capacity to transport the ore, 
but it is best to investigate the railway option 
to Loop 10. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 
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Comments, Concerns & Suggestions Date Stakeholder Meeting 

Emphasis should be put on the rehabilitation 
of the fauna and flora.  It would be important 
to let people know what the rehabilitation 
costs would be.  This would allow people to 
weigh up the costs of rehabilitation and 
economic benefit. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

It is important to look at economic 
beneficiation and potential assistance to 
SMME (small medium and micro 
enterprises). This needs to be part of the 
ESIA. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

Information from the Demarcations Board 
suggests that 75% of people in the area are 
indigenous.  The mine should contribute to 
infrastructure and socio-economic 
upliftment.  The policy should translate to 
effective service delivery. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

The current understanding is that BMM will 
only consider people that have passed matric 
as a minimum requirement for employment.   
This will however discriminate against 
people that do not have matric and who are 
in need of employment.  The mine should 
also look at the areas of Witbank, Pella and 
Onseepkans for employment as these areas 
form part of the Namakwa District 
Municipality.  It is important to have a wide 
spectrum when skills are developed. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

As part of the employment initiative, BMM 
should consider the challenges associated 
with readiness and help people prepare for 
employment opportunities which would 
entail skill development and a skills audit.  
The mine should report on the skills 
required, any training opportunities as well 
as the number of available jobs expected. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

The district Municipality is in the process of 
establishing a training centre in Okiep (by 
April 2013).  The mine would need to start 
negotiations with potential students early. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

The mine will probably require skills that are 
not available in the Namakwa District 
Municipality (NDM), but there should be a 
clear understanding of what skills are 
available in the NDM. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

It would be valuable for BMM to liaise with 
Kumba in Kathu to attract workers from the 
area that have moved to Kathu in search of 
work at the mines. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

The principle of economic beneficiation is 
vital for the future of Pofadder.  If one looks 
at the example of Saldanha, where a harbour 
was built 35 years ago and more recently a 
smelter (Saldanha Steel Mill) has resulted in 
Saldanha becoming the economic hub of the 
West Coast.  To build a smelter in Pofadder 
means investing in the future of the town.  
There are only three smelters in South Africa, 
namely, Germiston, Saldanha and New 
Castle and the country would benefit from a 
forth smelter. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 
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Comments, Concerns & Suggestions Date Stakeholder Meeting 

The District Municipality is in the process of 
developing a database of the skills level in 
the area (NDM) however they need 
assistance with coordination and funding. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

It is important that the proponent need to 
look beyond that lifespan of the project since 
the surrounding towns would need to 
continue after mine closure. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

The ESIA for Gamsberg should take the 
closure plan for the mine applicable to 
Aggeneys into consideration. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

It is important that the District Municipality 
and Department of Water Affairs are 
consulted throughout the ESIA process.  

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

The Inter-Government Relations (IGR) 
structure is a platform where the Mayor is 
represented and she will report on the 
development of the Gamsberg project as this 
will be important for the development of the 
area. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

There are several challenges related to the 
development of tourism, but it is considered 
to be an important area for development.  
Some of the key challenges include the safety 
risks associated with establishing a hiking 
trail and keeping tourists interested to 
return. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

Gamsberg is part of the ‘Bushmen’ inselberg 
areas which have been declared as a 
biodiversity hotspot.  There should be a 
rehabilitation and tourism plan put in place.   

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

The Northern Cape Province is still in the 
process of developing their tourism plan and 
as such the NDM has not commenced with 
the development of a tourism plan for the 
Namakwa District. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

There is a lot of potential for tourism in the 
area.  The 4x4 route is very popular with 
people from Gauteng and the Western Cape 
and the film industry is becoming more 
active in the area. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

People are sceptical of whether the project 
will be realised because of history and 
people’s experience with the previous EIA 
completed. The challenge is to get people 
interested and to participate in the process so 
that they can make their voices heard in 
support of the project.   

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

Pofadder is very isolated and this is one of 
the deterrents to tourists to come here. The 
municipality should consider tarring the 
road between Klipbrant/Klipfontein to Van 
Rhynsdorp and the road from Pofadder to 
Onseepkans.  This will shorten the time it 
takes to access the area and so attract more 
tourists. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

The people have negative feelings towards 
BMM because only certain communities will 
benefit from the proposed development.   

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 
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Comments, Concerns & Suggestions Date Stakeholder Meeting 

The negative perception regarding the 
Gamsberg project is that 10 years ago people 
prepared for start of the project and went 
above their means through starting 
businesses which would benefit from the 
increased number of people in the area, but 
the project never materialised, leaving people 
in debt.   

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

Only 20% of BMM’s procurement is from 
SMMEs.  80% of the jobs need to be local and 
80% of procurement needs to go to SMMEs 
in order to alleviate the negative perception 
caused the mine to becoming operational 
around 2000. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

BMM should consider integrated housing, so 
as to spread the benefits from the mine to 
other towns. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 

There are three other solar projects 
underway in the Khai Ma Municipality area 
which will lead to further changes in the 
municipality. 

21 June 2012 Khai-Ma Local and Namakwa 
District Municipalities 
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Meeting 
minutes 
 
 

  

Subject/Ref 

 

Pofadder Farmers' Union Focus Group 

Venue 

 

Pofadder Farmers' Union Hall 

Date of Meeting 

 

15 August 2012 

Present 

 

Paul Monare (ERM), Nestus Bredenhann (ERM), Pieter 

Clarke (Black Mountain), Girrie van den Heever 

(Chairman),  Abrie van Niekerk (Landowner)  

  

Environmental 
Resources 
Management 
 
Building 32 
1st Floor 
The Woodlands Office Park 
Woodlands Drive 
Woodmead, 2148 
T: +27 11 798 4300 
F: +27 11 804 2289 
http://www.erm.com 
 

  
 
 
 

 

1. Introduction 
 
Nestus Bredenhann opened the meeting by introducing himself and the 
project team.  Everyone was given the opportunity to introduce 
themselves. 

 

ACTION 

2. Proceedings 
 

• The meeting was chaired by Nestus Bredenhann (NB).  NB handed out 
the Background Information Document to all attendees and explained 
the purpose of the meeting. 

• NB continued and facilitated a discussion regarding the proposed 
project, related activities and the associated regulatory and public 
participation processes. 

• During the meeting comments, issues of concern and suggestions where 
raised and discussed by the attendees. 

• Paul Monare (PM) wrote down comments, endured that the attendance 
register was completed and took photographs. 

• Where possible Pieter Clark (PC) provided answers to questions raised 
by attendees and provided more detail on the various project 
components. 

 

3. Key Comments Raised 
The comments included below represents a summary of the discussion 
that took place during the meeting. All comments, issues of concern and 
suggestions are included in further detail in the Comment and Response 
Report (CRR), which is appended in the Draft Scoping Report. 
 

• Air Quality: quality of air will be negatively affected because of  dust 
which will be caused by the proposed project. 
 

• Stakeholder Engagement: structuring of stakeholder meetings in 
such a way as to provide stakeholders the opportunity to provide 
comments, raise issues of concern and make suggestions relating to 
the proposed project. 
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• Security: the safety of farmers and their livestock will be in jeopardy 
because of an influx of people into the area and associated 
uncontrolled activities. 

 

• Groundwater: possibilities of groundwater availability declining and 
potential groundwater pollution because of the proposed project. 

 

• Government Involvement: the local government is being encouraged 
to provide a more support and become more involved with the 
public and various sectors of society. 

 

• ESIA Process: the impacts associated with the proposed project 
should be made clear (in writing) to interested and affected parties 
during the ESIA process. 

4. Closure 
 
Comments, issues of concern and suggestions were noted and where 
possible, provided with responses from the project team. .  NB assured 
attendees that comments raised will be incorporated into the CRR and 
the needed responses will be provided. The CRR will be included in the 
Draft Scoping Report and made available to stakeholders for review. NB 
also provided an overview of the process going forward and confirmed 
that public meetings will be held. 
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Subject/Ref 

 

Khai-Ma LM Focus Group Meeting 

Venue 

 

Khai-Ma Local Municipality Offices 

Date of Meeting 

 

16 August 2012 

Present 

 

Paul Monare (ERM), Nestus Bredenhann (ERM), Pieter 

Clarke (BMM),  Lukas van Rooy (Cllr), Stefanus April 

(Cllr), Nico Jano (Business Forum), Siena Magerman 

(Cllr), Henry Raman (Cllr) & Alfredo Green (Mayor’s 

Office). 

  

Environmental 
Resources 
Management 
 
Building 32 
1st Floor 
The Woodlands Office Park 
Woodlands Drive 
Woodmead, 2148 
T: +27 11 798 4300 
F: +27 11 804 2289 
http://www.erm.com 
 

  
 
 
 

 

1. Introductions 
 
The Local Municipality official (Alfredo Green) opened the meeting 
formally with a prayer, stated intention of the meeting and thanked 
everyone for making the time to attend. Nestus Bredenhann thanked 
everyone for the opportunity and introduced the project team.  Everyone 
was given the opportunity to introduce themselves.  
 

ACTION 

2. Proceedings 
 

• The meeting was chaired by Nestus Bredenhann (NB).  NB handed out 
the Background Information Document to all attendees and explained 
the purpose of the meeting. 

• NB continued and facilitated a discussion regarding the proposed 
project, related activities and the associated regulatory and public 
participation processes. 

• During the meeting comments, issues of concern and suggestions where 
raised and discussed by the attendees. 

• Paul Monare (PM) wrote down comments, ensured that the attendance 
register was completed and took photographs. 

• Where possible Pieter Clark (PC) provided answers to questions raised 
by attendees and provided more detail on the various project 
components. 

 

3. Key Comments Raised 
The comments included below represents a summary of the discussion 
that took place during the meeting. All comments, issues of concern and 
suggestions are included in further detail in the Comment and Response 
Report (CRR), which is appended in the Draft Scoping Report. 
 

• Economic Development: local businesses should be well informed 
and kept informed about the opportunities that will be available 
through the proposed development in the area. 
 

• Economic Development:  local economic development should 
contribute to sustainable development in surrounding communities. 
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• Government Involvement: the local municipality is prepared to play 
a role in local economic and institutional capacity development. 
 

• Transportation: the construction of a railway line could be beneficial 
to the mining project, particularly a railway line that will link directly 
to Port Nolloth. 
 

• Electricity: renewable energy should be considered for the supply of 
electricity for the proposed development. 

 

• Public Participation: the dates of the public participation meetings 
should be disclosed as soon as possible to allow the community 
members time to prepare for their participation and attendance.  

 
4. Closure 

 

Comments, issues of concern and suggestions were noted and where 
possible, provided with responses from the project team.  NB assured 
attendees that comments raised will be incorporated into the CRR and 
the needed responses will be provided. The CRR will be included in the 
Draft Scoping Report and made available to stakeholders for review. NB 
also provided an overview of the process going forward and highlighted 
the fact that public meetings will be held. 
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Subject/Ref 

 

NGO Focus Group Meeting 

Venue 

 

Conservation South Africa: Springbok (NC) 

Date of Meeting 

 

16 August 2012 

Present 

 

Paul Monare, Nestus Bredenhann, Pieter Clarke (Black 

Mountain),  Maki Kgantsi (CSA), Amanda Bourne (CSA), 

Abe Koopman (SANBI), Ronnie Newman (CSA), Andy 

Pienaar (NAGO) 

  

Environmental 
Resources 
Management 
 
Building 32 
1st Floor 
The Woodlands Office Park 
Woodlands Drive 
Woodmead, 2148 
T: +27 11 798 4300 
F: +27 11 804 2289 
http://www.erm.com 
 

  
 
 
 

 

1. Introductions 
 
Nestus Bredenhann opened the meeting by introducing himself and the 
project team.  Everyone was given the opportunity to introduce 
themselves. 
 

ACTION 

2. Proceedings 
 

• The meeting was chaired by Nestus Bredenhann (NB).  NB handed out 
the Background Information Document to all attendees and explained 
the purpose of the meeting. 

• NB continued and facilitated a discussion regarding the proposed 
project, related activities and the associated regulatory and public 
participation processes. 

• During the meeting comments, issues of concern and suggestions where 
raised and discussed by the attendees. 

• Paul Monare (PM) wrote down comments, ensured that the attendance 
register was completed and took photographs. 

• Where possible Pieter Clark (PC) provided answers to questions raised 
by attendees and provided more detail on the various project 
components. 

 

3. Key Comments Raised 
 

• Air Quality: Data on the impact associated with dust should be made 
available to stakeholders. 
 

• ESIA Process:  Data on the identified environmental impacts should 
be made available to stakeholders. 

 

• ESIA Process: the importance of having the Namakwa District 
Municipality partake in and to determine what role they can play in 
the ESIA process. 
 

• Housing: new housing developments should include the highly 
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impoverished areas and be considered within existing towns. 
 

• Electricity: renewable energy should be considered as an alternative 
source of electricity to the proposed project. 

 

• Environmental Impacts: the proposed project poses a threat to the 
sensitive biodiversity and natural landscape of the Gamsberg area. 

 

• Transportation: The N14 and N17 should not be considered as 
options for the transportation of zinc concentrate to the Saldanha Bay 
Port. 

 

• Project Specific: there is a lot of general environmental information 
available, but this information isn’t necessarily accessible to 
stakeholders. Information relating to this ESIA should be made 
available to I&APs. 

4. Closure 
 
Comments, issues of concern and suggestions were noted and where 
possible, provided with responses from the project team.  NB assured 
attendees that comments raised will be incorporated into the CRR and 
the needed responses will be provided. The CRR will be included in the 
Draft Scoping Report and made available to stakeholders for review. NB 
also provided an overview of the process going forward and highlighted 
the fact that public meetings will be held. 
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