
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT - EIA REGULATIONS, 2010 
 
Basic Assessment report in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010, promulgated in 
terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), as amended. 
 
 

 (For official use only) 

File Reference Number:  

NEAS Reference Number:  

Date Received:  

Due date for acknowledgement:   

Due date for acceptance:   

Due date for decision  

Kindly note that: 
 
1. The report must be compiled by an independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner. 

 
2. The report must be typed within the spaces provided in the form the size of the spaces provided is not 

necessarily indicative of the amount of information to be provided. The report is in the form of a table that can 
extend itself as each space is filled with typing. 
 

3. Where applicable tick the boxes that are applicable in the report. 
 
4. The use of “not applicable” in the report must be done with circumspection because if it is used in respect of 

material information that is required by the Department of Economic Development, Environment, and Tourism 
as the competent authority (Department) for assessing the application, it may result in the rejection of the 
application as provided for in the regulations.  
 

5. An incomplete report may be returned to the applicant for revision. 
 

6. Unless protected by law, all information in the report will become public information on receipt by the 
department. Any interested and affected party should be provided with the information contained in this report 
on request, during any stage of the application process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The heartland of southern Africa –  development is about people!  

Cnr Suid & Dorp Streets, POLOKWANE, 0700, P O Box 55464, POLOKWANE, 0700 

Tel: 015 295 9300, Fax: 015 295 5015, website: http\\www.Limpopo.gov.za 
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7. The Act means the National Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) as amended. 

 
8. Regulations refer to Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations of 2010. 
 
9. The Department may require that for specified types of activities in defined situations only parts of this report 

need to be completed. No faxed or e-mailed reports will be accepted. 
 
10. This application form must be handed in at the offices of the Department of Economic Development, 

Environment and Tourism:- 
 

Postal Address:  

Central Administration Office  

Environmental Impact Management  

P. O. Box 55464 

POLOKWANE 

0700 

Physical Address: 

Central Administration Office  

Environmental Affairs Building   

Cnr Suid and Dorp Streets 

POLOKWANE 

0699  

 

Queries should be directed to the Central Administration Office: Environmental Impact Management:- 

 

For attention: Mr E. V. Maluleke  

Tel:                 (015) 291 1315 / (015) 291 5640 

Fax:                (015) 295 5015 

Email:             malulekeev@ledet.gov.za 

 

View the Department’s website at http://www.ledet.gov.za/ for the latest version of the documents.

mailto:malulekeev@ledet.gov.za
http://www.ledet.gov.za/
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SECTION A: ACTIVITY INFORMATION  

 

Has a specialist been consulted to assist with the completion of this section? Yes√  
 

 
If YES, please complete the form entitled “Details of specialist and declaration of interest” or appointment of a 
specialist for each specialist thus appointed: 

 
Any specialist reports must be contained in Appendix D. 
 
1. ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION 
 

Describe the activity, which is being applied for, in detail1: 

 

1.1. Introduction  

Auburn Avenue Trading (Pty) Ltd is proposing to establish an agricultural corporation (warehousing) known as 
Groblersdal Extension 34 Industrial Development (hereafter, proposed development). The proposed development 
will be established on two farm portions, portion 110 of the farm Loskop Suid 53JS and on portion 14 of the farm 
Welgevonden 45JS. The northern part of the portion, portion 110 is developed with a raceway and a hall, the 
southern portion part of 110 is used for paprika manufacturing and a fertiliser plant. Portion 14 is undeveloped. 
The footprint of the proposed agricultural corporation is approximately 18 hectares in total. 

The objective of the proposed agricultural corporation is to relocate the proposed development from a rented 
property in town to the proposed sites, in close proximity to the developer`s other agricultural businesses. Other 
agricultural businesses which Auburn Avenue Trading (Pty) Ltd is currently involved in include paprika 
manufacturing, packaging, and storage plant, and fertilizer manufacturing plant. One of the objective of the 
propose development is to give farmers in the area an easy access to agricultural items. 

 

1.2 Study area description 

The study area is within the boundaries of Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipality and Greater Sekhukhune District 
Municipality in Limpopo Province. Please refer to Appendix A for location of the proposed development and 
Appendix B for the overview of the site.  

The study area consists of flat undulating terrain that is distributed by ground works for existing pipelines and 
roads. With respect to vegetation the site is situated within the mixed bushveld vegetation type according to 
Mucina and Rutherford (2006). In terms of red data species, the site falls well outside the regional centres of 
endemism in the province and as such represents an area with low levels of plant endemism. The Groblersdal 
area is indicated as being of low importance for threatened plants, with the greater Loskop Dam area mentioned 
as critically important. The site falls outside of the critically important Loskop dam area. Very few of the important 
medicinal plant species listed by Lotter and Krynauw (2002) occur in the Groblersdal area.  

A non perennial (partly lined drainage feature bisects the central part of the property in a north easterly direction. 
Surface drainage takes places via sheetwash towards te north at an average gradient of some 3%.  

                                                 
1
 Please note that this description should not be a verbatim repetition of the listed activity as contained in the relevant Government Notice, 

but should be a brief description of activities to be undertaken as per the project description. 



LEDET BA Report, EIA 2010: Project Name: Groblersdal Extension 34 Industrial Development    -     4     

Climate wise, the study area falls in an area characterised by hot temperatures, the average temperature shows 
moderate fluctuation with average summer temperatures of 23˚C as well as a maximum of 28˚C and a minimum of 
18˚C. In winter, the average is 13.5˚C with the maximum of 20˚C and a minimum of 7˚C (as measured at the 
Sekhukhune Weather Station). The study area is located in the Summer Rainfall Zone of the country, and receives 
more than 80% of its rainfall between November and March; The area is currently subject to enormous variations 
in rainfall, which affect crop production and sustainable livelihoods. 

Demographically the study area falls under the Elias Motsoaledi Municipality, which has a population of 243,599 
with the below- 18 age group making up almost 50% of the population. Economically the main land use in the area 
(district) is dominated by agriculture.  

1.3 The  proposed activity in detail 

1.3.1 Surveys conducted 

Prior to initiating construction, a number of surveys have been undertaken which included a Geotechnical 
survey, site survey, ecology, heritage survey, and estimation of the development footprint. 

 

1.3.2 Activities to be undertaken during construction phase 

1.3.2.1   Widening and tarring of an access road to the site 

Access to both proposed sites is via Voortrekker road (N11) and a gravel road leading from Voortrekker provide 
direct access to the sites. The existing 2m access road of about 358m in length will be widened to 5m to 
accommodate two way traffic. In addition, it will also be hardened with a black top to support the loaded vehicles 
that will be transporting agricultural components and items on site and off site. The developer has considered the 
widening of this access road by 3m. As far as reasonably possible, the existing access road to the site will be 
utilised and upgraded where required. This activity (the widening and tarring of the road) has been considered as 
part of this Basic Assessment. 

 

1.3.2.2    Site preparations 

Site preparations will include vegetation clearance at the sites and excavations for foundations. This will require 
stripping of topsoil, which will be stockpiled and later backfilled. Concrete foundations will be laid followed by 
construction of an agricultural corporation (warehousing) 
 

1.3.2.3   Transportation of construction materials 

Constructions materials will be transported to the proposed site using the appropriate provincial and local roads 
and the direct access roads to the proposed site itself. 
 

1.4 Activities To be Undertaken During Operational Phase 

The activities that will be undertaken during this phase entail the selling of agriculture items such as fertilizer, 
chemicals, seeds, pipes, tractors, livestock medication and feeds to the farmers in the area 

 

 

2. FEASIBLE AND REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES 
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 “alternatives”, in relation to a proposed activity, means different means of meeting the general purpose and 
requirements of the activity, which may include alternatives to— 

(a) the property on which or location where it is proposed to undertake the activity; 

(b) the type of activity to be undertaken; 

(c) the design or layout of the activity; 

(d) the technology to be used in the activity; 

(e) the operational aspects of the activity; and 

(f) the option of not implementing the activity. 

 
Describe alternatives that are considered in this application. Alternatives should include a consideration of all 
possible means by which the purpose and need of the proposed activity could be accomplished in the specific 
instance taking account of the interest of the applicant in the activity. The no-go alternative must in all cases be 
included in the assessment phase as the baseline against which the impacts of the other alternatives are assessed. 
The determination of whether site or activity (including different processes etc.) or both is appropriate needs to be 
informed by the specific circumstances of the activity and its environment. After receipt of this report the 
Department may also request the applicant to assess additional alternatives that could possibly accomplish the 
purpose and need of the proposed activity if it is clear that realistic alternatives have not been considered to a 
reasonable extent. 

 
2.1 The proposed site. 
 
Only design/ layout alternatives were considered for the proposed development. No site alternative where proposed 
for this development for the following reasons: 
  

 One farm portion,  portion 14 of the farm Welgevonden 45-JS on which the development is proposed to be 
developed is owned by the project developer 
 

 Results from specialist studies conducted, indicated that although some potential impacts could be present 
for the development, no fatal flaws existed which would prevent the proposed development on the 
proposed development footprint. 
 

 The two proposed sites are located away from residential areas. In short no local community live in close 
proximity to the activity 
 

 One of the two proposed sites is partially developed and is currently used for various agricultural purposes 
which include a paprika manufacturing, packaging and storage plant and fertilizer manufacturing plant. A 
DLU hall and a racing track also exist on site. It must be noted that the site has been largely transformed 
and fragmented. The degraded nature of the site is indicated by the presence of alien invasive species. Any 
impacts can be effectively avoided through the consideration of layout alternatives within the site 
 

 2.2 The design or layout alternative 
 
The following design layout alternatives are proposed and are assessed and described as follows 

 Proposed layout plan,  
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The proposed layout plan will consist of the construction of the proposed development of Groblersdal Extension 34 
Industrial Development on the two portions portion 110 of the farm Loskop Suid 53JS and portion 14 of the farm 
Welgevonden 45-JS. Please note this is the preferred development as highlighted above. 

 Alternative 1 - Layout Plan   
 

The proposed layout plan will consist of the construction of the proposed development Groblersdal Extension 34 
Industrial Development on one portion, portion 110 of the farm Loskop Suid 53JS, Please note this is not the 
proffered development as the developer is proposing to develop on both portion 110 of the farm Loskop Suid 53JS 
and portion 14 of the farm Welgevonden 45-JS. 

 
 

Refer to Appendix C for preliminary layout maps of each alternative 
 
 2.3 No go ‘alternative 
 
This option is assessed as the option of not implementing the activity ‘in this Basic Assessment Report. In 
conclusion no other feasible alternatives exist and none are being assessed in this Basic Assessment Report.  
 

 
 
Paragraphs 3 – 13 below should be completed for each alternative. 
 
 
3. ACTIVITY POSITION 
 

Indicate the position of the activity using the latitude and longitude of the centre point of the site for each alternative 
site.  The co-ordinates should be in degrees, minutes and seconds. The projection that must be used in all cases is 
the WGS84 spheroid in a national or local projection. 

List alternative sites, if applicable. 

 

Alternative: 

 

Latitude (S): 

  

Longitude (E): 

 

Alternative S12 (proposed and preferred ) (portion 110 of 
the farm Loskop Suid 53JS) 

25˚ 11‘ 796”S 29˚ 24‘ 465“E 

Alternative S2 (proposed and preferred)( portion 14 of the 
farm Welgevonden 45JS 

25˚ 11‘ 225”S 29˚ 24‘ 532“E 

Alternative S3 (if any) N/A      

 
Please note that there are no site alternatives considered for this project, the above coordinates are for the two separate 
proposed sites (portion 14 of the farm Welgevonden 45JS and portion 110 of the farm Loskop Suid 53JS 

 
 
 
In the case of linear activities: 
Alternative: Latitude (S):  Longitude (E):  

                                                 
2
 “Alternative S...” refer to site alternatives. 
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Alternative S1 (preferred or only route 
alternative) 

      

 Starting point of the activity ˚ ‘ “ ˚ ‘ “ 

 Middle/Additional point of the activity ˚ ‘ “ ˚ ‘ “ 

 End point of the activity ˚ ‘ “ ˚ ‘ “ 

Alternative S2 (if any)       

 Starting point of the activity ˚ ‘ “ ˚ ‘ “ 

 Middle/Additional point of the activity ˚ ‘ “ ˚ ‘ “ 

 End point of the activity ˚ ‘ “ ˚ ‘ “ 

Alternative S3 (if any)       

 Starting point of the activity ˚ ‘ “ ˚ ‘ “ 

 Middle/Additional point of the activity ˚ ‘ “ ˚ ‘ “ 

 End point of the activity ˚ ‘ “ ˚ ‘ “ 

 
For route alternatives that are longer than 500m, please provide an addendum with co-ordinates taken every 250 
meters along the route for each alternative alignment. 
 
 
4. PHYSICAL SIZE OF THE ACTIVITY 
 
Indicate the physical size of the preferred activity/technology as well as alternative activities/technologies 
(footprints): 

Alternative:  Size of the activity: 

Alternative A13 proposed and preferred  
(portion 110 of the farm Loskop Suid 53JS) 

 Activity footprint   ±165000m2  (16.5 ha) 

Alternative A2 proposed and preferred, 
portion 14 of the farm Welgevonden 45JS 

 ±15000  (±1.5 ha)  

Alternative A3  (Alternative Layout 1)  ±180 000 m2 (±18ha) 

Please note that no site alternative is considered for this development  
 
or, for linear activities: 

 

Alternative: 

 Length of the activity: 

Alternative A1 (preferred activity alternative)   

Alternative A2 (if any)  m 

Alternative A3 (if any)  m 

                                                 
3
 “Alternative A...” refer to activity, process, technology or other alternatives. 
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Indicate the size of the alternative sites or servitudes (within which the above footprints will occur): 

 

Alternative: 

 Size of the site/servitude: 

Alternative A1 (preferred activity alternative)  m2 

Alternative A2 (if any)  m2 

Alternative A3 (if any)  m2 

 
5. SITE ACCESS 
 

Does ready access to the site exist?  Yes√ NO 

If NO, what is the distance over which a new access road will be built  m 

Describe the type of access road planned:   

 

A gravel road leads from Voortrekker road/N11 to the site. The existing gravel road which accommodates only one 
car at a time will need to be widened from 2m to 5m to allow a two way traffic road. The road will also be hardened 
with a black top to accommodate the vehicles bringing the materials during the construction phase and also 
customer vehicles that will access the site during the operational phase. 
 

 

Include the position of the access road on the site plan and required map, as well as an indication of the road in 
relation to the site. 

6. SITE OR ROUTE PLAN 

A detailed site or route plan(s) must be prepared for each alternative site or alternative activity. It must be attached 
as Appendix A to this document.  

 

The site or route plans must indicate the following: 

6.1 the scale of the plan which must be at least a scale of 1:500; 
6.2  the property boundaries and numbers of all the properties within 50 metres of the site;  
6.3  the current land use as well as the land use zoning of each of the properties adjoining the site or sites;  
6.4 the exact position of each element of the application as well as any other structures on the site;  
6.5 the position of services, including electricity supply cables (indicate above or underground), water supply 

pipelines, boreholes, street lights, sewage pipelines, storm water infrastructure and telecommunication 
infrastructure;  

6.6 all trees and shrubs taller than 1.8 metres;  
6.7 walls and fencing including details of the height and construction material;  
6.8 servitudes indicating the purpose of the servitude;  
6.9 sensitive environmental elements within 100 metres of the site or sites including (but not limited thereto): 



LEDET BA Report, EIA 2010: Project Name: Groblersdal Extension 34 Industrial Development    -     9     

 rivers; 
 the 1:100 year flood line (where available or where it is required by Department of Water Affairs); 
 ridges; 
 cultural and historical features; 
 areas with indigenous vegetation (even if it is degraded or invested with alien species); 

6.10 for gentle slopes the 1 metre contour intervals must be indicated on the plan and whenever the slope of the 
site exceeds 1:10, the 500mm contours must be indicated on the plan; and 

6.11 the positions from where photographs of the site were taken. 
 

A detailed site plan has been included as part of this report as Appendix A 

 

7. SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
Colour photographs from the centre of the site must be taken in at least the eight major compass directions with a 
description of each photograph Photographs must be attached under Appendix B to this form. It must be 
supplemented with additional photographs of relevant features on the site, if applicable. 
 

 
Colour photographs taken from the centre of the site in the eight major campus directions with a description of each  
photograph are attached within Appendix B  

 

 

8. FACILITY ILLUSTRATION 
 
A detailed illustration of the activity must be provided at a scale of 1:200 as Appendix C for activities that include 
structures.  The illustrations must be to scale and must represent a realistic image of the planned activity.  The 
illustration must give a representative view of the activity. 

 

 
The facility illustration is attached within Appendix C  

 
 

 
11. ACTIVITY MOTIVATION 
 
9(a) Socio-economic value of the activity 
 

The activity is currently established in Groblersdal CBD and will be relocated from the town to the proposed site, 
which is outside the town boundaries. The company has 70% of previously disadvantaged individuals who will be 
retained. However in the short term during the construction phase, new employment opportunities will be created 
for other individuals from the surrounding communities. 
 
In the long run, the society will benefit from the development; especially the farming community and also local 
people employed the farmers. The development will be in close proximity to the developer`s other agricultural 
businesses, therefore making it easier for the farmers to access the required agricultural in one place. 
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What is the expected capital value of the activity on completion? Total capital 
expenditure for 
estimate for 
construction 
phase 
R 12, 000, 000 

What is the expected yearly income that will be generated by or as a result of the activity? Un known 

Will the activity contribute to service infrastructure? YES No√ 

Is the activity a public amenity? YES No√ 

How many new employment opportunities will be created in the development phase of the activity? ~30 people 
during 
construction 
period 

What is the expected value of the employment opportunities during the development phase? The net value 
is unknown at 
this stage 

What percentage of this will accrue to previously disadvantaged individuals? 70% 

How many permanent new employment opportunities will be created during the operational phase of 
the activity? 

None it’s an 
existing 
business, old 
employees will 
be retained 

What is the expected current value of the employment opportunities during the first 10 years? The business 
is not a new 
business it’s 
an existing 
business 

What percentage of this will accrue to previously disadvantaged individuals? ~25% 

 

9(b) NEED AND DESIRABILITY OF THE ACTIVITY 
 

Motivate and explain the need and desirability of the activity (including demand for the activity): 

 

NEED:  

Groblersdal is a farming community because of the town`s fortunate location in the Olifants River irrigation area 
below Loskop Dam. Intensive agricultural activities (under 5 irrigation schemes) cover a total surface area of 28 
800 ha. The gross agricultural production of the district is estimated at R250 million per annum. The agricultural 
produce includes grapes, wheat, tobacco, maize, soya beans, citrus fruit, cotton, and vegetables. This makes 
Groblersdal an area where intensive farming is practiced at large scale. This means there is a definite need for 
agricultural and related products to be made available to the farming and related industries. Although the 
agricultural business is already present in Groblersdal town, it is the intention of the developer to relocate the 
existing agricultural corporation closer to the other agricultural businesses. It is the objective of the developer to 
make the franchise more accessible to the farming community. This will obviously add efficiency and 
productivity to the area.  

i.  Was the relevant municipality involved in the application? Yes√ NO 
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ii. Does the proposed land use fall within the municipal Integrated Development Plan? Yes√ NO 

iii.  If the answer to questions 1 and / or 2 was NO, please provide further motivation / explanation:    

 

 

DESIRABILITY: 

i. Does the proposed land use / development fit the surrounding area? Yes√ NO 

ii. Does the proposed land use / development conform to the relevant structure plans, 

Spatial development Framework, Land Use Management Scheme, and planning visions 

for the area? 

POLICY FOR THE ELIAS MOTSOALEDI  MUNICIPALITY 
 
A Spatial Development Framework (SDF) for Groblersdal was drafted and completed in 
2007 
In terms of SDF the town has been identified as a Provincial Growth Point as set out on 
page 33 of SDF and on SDF Map 5 (Nodal Configuration). In terms of page 31 of the 
SDF it states the following in respect of the Provincial Growth Point (PGP): 

“A provincial growth point is highest order in the hierarchy and therefore also the 
most important type of growth point. All PGP`s have a sizeable economic sector 
providing jobs to many local residents. They have a regional and some a 
provincial service function, and usually also have a large number of social 
facilities (e.g. hospitals tertiary educational institutions). All of them have 
institutional facilities such as government offices as well as local and or district 
municipal offices. The majority of these provincial growth points have a large 
number of people.” 

In terms of the general land Development Principals as set out under paragraph 5.2.1 on 
page 64 the following points are highlighted: 

a) “Nodal areas are urban areas with highest potential for development 

according to nodal hierarchy.” 

g) “ All development to make optimal use of resources 

j)     “Encouragement and active marketing of industrial development according 
to hierarchy.” 
 

In terms of the Business Development Principles as set out under paragraph 5.2.3 on 
page 66 the following points are highlighted: 

f)     “Business development adjacent to roads to adhere to the building lines 
and development              
         requirements of the relevant National or Provincial Roads Agency.” 

In terms of paragraph 5.2.4 on page 67 of the SDF it is stated that Groblersdal Town is 
regarded as the primary industrial node.” The industrial development principals relevant 
to the application are; 

b) “Service industries and light industries may develop in close proximity of 

residential areas.” 

Yes√ NO 
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h) “ All industries must comply with environmental and health standard 

regulations” and  

j)     “Proper access to industrial areas should receive priority when new areas 
are planned.” 

In terms of SDF Map 5 the southern part of portion 110 of the farm Loskop Suid 53JS, 
including the proposed site is earmarked as “Light industrial.” Portion 14 of the farm 
Welgevonden 45JS is earmarked for Mixed Land Use”.  
 
Hence the development conform to the relevant structure plans, Spatial development 
Framework, Land Use Management Scheme, and planning visions for the area? 
 

iii. Will the benefits of the proposed land use / development outweigh the negative impacts 

of it? 

Yes√ NO 

iv. If the answer to any of the questions 1-3 was NO, please provide further motivation / explanation:    

 

 

v. Will the proposed land use / development impact on the sense of place? YES No√ 

vi. Will the proposed land use / development set a precedent? Yes No√ 

vii. Will any person’s rights be affected by the proposed land use / development? YES No√ 

viii. Will the proposed land use / development compromise the “urban edge”? YES No√ 

ix. If the answer to any of the question 5-8 was YES, please provide further motivation / explanation.  

 

 

 
 

BENEFITS: 

i.  Will the land use / development have any benefits for society in general? Yes√ NO 

ii.  Explain:    

 Short term employment during the construction phase 

 The development will result in farmers becoming more efficient and in turn boast agriculture in 
the area and economic growth 

 Improve public health (farmers will become more efficient, produce more food and thus good for 
society in general) 

 According to a survey by the Department of Agriculture (2006) food insecurity and availability 
was one of the indicators of poverty in the Sekhukhune district Municipality and the contributing 
factors included the physical unavailability of food and the inability to purchase food due to 
financial constraints. However with developments like the proposed development, such issues 
can be eradicated in the municipality, as farmers can have easy access to agricultural 
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components increasing efficiency, which in turn can boast agriculture resulting in more food 
production, which in turn can also reduce the costs of food, making food more available and 
affordable to even the poorest people in society. 

 

iii.  Will the land use / development have any benefits for the local communities where it will 

be located? 

Yes√ NO 

iv.  Explain:    

 

Given the high unemployment and limited job opportunities, the proposed development will represent a 

significant social benefit. The majority of the semi and skilled employment are likely to be associated with 

the contractors that will be appointed to construct the warehousing and associated infrastructure 

The Groblersdal area is an area where intensive farming is practiced at a large scale. This means there 

is a definite need for agricultural and related products to be made available to the farming and related 

industries. The agricultural corporation is already present in the town and it will relocate to the proposed 

site. The relocation will make the franchise more accessible to the farming community. It will add to 

efficiency and productivity to the area. In the short-term it will create job opportunities for local people 

during the construction phase. 

 

 
10. APPLICABLE LEGISLATION, POLICIES AND/OR GUIDELINES  
 
List all legislation, policies and/or guidelines of any sphere of government that are applicable to the application as 
contemplated in the EIA regulations, if applicable: 
  
Title of legislation, policy or guideline: 

 
Administering authority: 

 
Date: 

Constitution of the Republic of South Africa (Act No 108 of 
1996) 

National Government 1996 

National Environmental Management Act No. 107 of 1998 
as amended. 

National and Provincial Department of 
Environmental Affairs 

1998 

Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act , (Act No 43 of 
1983) 

Department of Agriculture 1983 

Integrated Environmental Management:  Department of Environmental Affairs 
and Tourism (DEAT) 

1992 

National Heritage Resource Act, (Act No. 25 of 1999):  South African Heritage Resources 
Association (SAHRA). 

1999 

National Environmental Management Waste Act, (Act No. 
59 of 2008):  

Department of Environmental Affairs 2008 

National Environmental Management Biodiversity Act (Act 
No. 10 of 2004): 

Department of Environmental Affairs 2004 

Hazardous substances Act (Act No.15 of 1973) Department of Health 1973 

Spatial Development Framework for Groblersdal Department of Economic 
Development, Environment and 
Tourism 

2007 

Limpopo Spatial Development Framework Department of Economic 2007 
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Development, Environment and 
Tourism 

Greater Sekhukhune District Municipality Integrated 

Development Plan. 

Greater Sekhukhune District 
Municipality 

2010/2011 

 
11. WASTE, EFFLUENT, EMISSION, AND NOISE MANAGEMENT  
 
 
11(a) Solid waste management 
 

Will the activity produce solid construction waste during the 
construction/initiation phase? 

Yes√ NO 

 
If yes, what estimated quantity will be produced per month? 

A limited amount of solid 

construction waste will be 

generated, consisting mainly of 

vegetation and spoil material 

from clearing and excavation 

activities. The exact amount will 

be determined during the design 

phase 

 
How will the construction solid waste be disposed of (describe)? 

  

The waste during the construction phase will be collected from site by means of skip waste containers to an appropriately 

waste licensed facility (this will be the responsibility of the contractor).Spoil material will be utilised as fill material where 

appropriate on the site   

 
Where will the construction solid waste be disposed of (describe)? 
 

  

Any excess solid waste will be disposed of at the registered Municipal landfill site (Groblersdal Landfill site) 
 

Will the activity produce solid waste during its operational phase? Yes√ NO 

If yes, what estimated quantity will be produced per month? Not certain at this stage 

 
How will the solid waste be disposed of (describe)? 

 

 
In municipal plastic dustbins or in waste disposal containers and will feed into the municipal waste stream 
 

 
Where will the solid waste be disposed if it does not feed into a municipal waste stream (describe)? 

 
 

If the solid waste (construction or operational phases) will not be disposed of in a registered landfill site or be 
taken up in a municipal waste stream, then the applicant should consult with the department to determine 
whether it is necessary to change to an application for scoping and EIA. 
 

Can any part of the solid waste be classified as hazardous in terms of the relevant legislation? YES No√ 
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If yes, inform the department and request a change to an application for scoping and EIA.  
 

Is the activity that is being applied for a solid waste handling or treatment facility? YES No√ 

If yes, then the applicant should consult with the Department to determine whether it is necessary to change to 
an application for scoping and EIA.  
 
11(b) Liquid effluent 
 

Will the activity produce effluent, other than normal sewage, that will be disposed of in a 
municipal sewage system? 

YES No√ 

If yes, what estimated quantity will be produced per month?                  m3 

Will the activity produce any effluent that will be treated and/or disposed of on site? Yes No√ 

If yes, the applicant should consult with the Department to determine whether it is necessary to change to an 
application for scoping and EIA.  

Will the activity produce effluent that will be treated and/or disposed of at another facility? YES No√ 

If yes, provide the particulars of the facility:   

Facility name:  

Contact person:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  

Telephone:  Cell:  

E-mail:  Fax:  

 
Describe the measures that will be taken to ensure the optimal reuse or recycling of waste water, if any: 

 
No waste water will be produced therefore this is not applicable 

 
11(c) Emissions into the atmosphere 
 

Will the activity release emissions into the atmosphere? YES No√ 

If yes, is it controlled by any legislation of any sphere of government? YES No√ 

If yes, the applicant should consult with the competent authority to determine whether it is 
necessary to change to an application for scoping and EIA.  

  

If no, describe the emissions in terms of type and concentration:   

This development is characterized as non-consumptive use of a natural resource; it’s a warehousing and 
consumes no fuel for its continuing operation. The operational phase of the warehousing does not produce 
carbon dioxide, mercury, Sulphur dioxide, particulates, or any other type of air pollution. However, there may 
be dust generated during the digging of foundations, but this will be of a short term nature and mitigation 
measures can prevent this is total. 

 
11(d) Generation of noise 
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Will the activity generate noise? YES No√ 

If yes, is it controlled by any legislation of any sphere of government? YES NO 

If yes, the applicant should consult with the competent authority to determine whether 
it is necessary to change to an application for scoping and EIA.  

  

If no, describe the noise in terms of type and level:   

 
Some noise impact will occur during construction phase due to movement of construction machinery and 
vehicles. During operational phase noise may generate from heavy vehicle movement. Nevertheless the 
noise will be minimal, localized and of short term as it will occur only during working hours. It should also be 
noted that the proposed development will be too far from any potentially Noise Sensitive Receptor to pose 
any significant risk of a noise disturbance being created by either the construction or operational phase. 

 
12. WATER USE 
 
Please indicate the source(s) of water that will be used for the activity by ticking the appropriate box(es) 

municipal√ water board groundwater river, stream, 
dam or lake 

other the activity will not use water 

If water is to be extracted from groundwater, river, stream, dam, lake or any other natural feature, please 
indicate 

the volume that will be extracted per month: Litres 

Does the activity require a water use permit from the Department of Water Affairs? Yes No√ 

If yes, please submit the necessary application to the Department of Water Affairs and attach proof thereof to 
this application if it has been submitted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
 
Describe the design measures, if any, that have been taken to ensure that the activity is energy efficient: 
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The following recommendations regarding structural designs are suggested by the environmental 

consultants: 

 

 With regard to fuel and oil delivery vehicles and other construction equipment will use petrol, diesel 
and oil. Therefore use and number of such vehicles and machinery should be restricted to that 
which is absolutely necessary for the construction activities. 

 Use of building material that requires excessive amounts of energy to manufacture should be 
minimized. 

 Use of building material originating from sensitive or scarce environmental resources should be 
minimized. E.g. Tropical hardwood should not be used; 

 Building material should be legally obtained by the supplier, e.g. wood must have been legally 
harvested, and sand should be obtained only from legal borrow pits and from commercial sources; 

 Building material that can be recycled / reused should be used rather than building material that 
cannot; 

 Local building material instead of imported building material should be used as much as possible 
(this will reduce transportation impacts and enhance local job creation). 

 
Describe how alternative energy sources have been taken into account or been built into the design of the 
activity, if any: 

 
None at this stage, however potential for solar water geysers and solar energy exists 

 
 
 

SECTION B: SITE/ AREA/ PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 
Important notes:  

1. For linear activities (pipelines, etc) as well as activities that cover very large sites, it may be necessary to 
complete this section for each part of the site that has a significantly different environment.  In such cases 
please complete copies of Section C and indicate the area, which is covered by each copy No. on the Site 
Plan. 

 

Section C Copy No. 
(e.g. A):  

 

 
2. Paragraphs 1 - 6 below must be completed for each alternative. 

 

3. Has a specialist been consulted to assist with the completion of this section? Yes√  

 
If YES, please complete the form entitled “Details of specialist and declaration of interest” for each specialist thus 
appointed: 
 

All specialist reports must be contained in Appendix D. 
Please see specialist reports attached as Appendix D 
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Property 
description/physical 
address:  

The project is proposed on the following farm portions 

 Portion 110 of the farm Loskop Suid 53-JS and 

 Portion 14 of the farm Welgevonden 45_JS 
 (Farm name, portion etc.) Where a large number of properties are involved (e.g. linear activities), 

please attach a full list to this application.  

  

  

 In instances where there is more than one town or district involved, please attach a list of towns or 
districts to this application.  

Current land-use 
zoning: 

The property is zoned as light industrial land 

 In instances where there is more than one current land-use zoning, please attach a list of current 
land use zonings that also indicate  which portions each use pertains to , to this application. 
 

Is a change of land-use or a consent use application required? YES No√ 

Must a building plan be submitted to the local authority? YES No√ 

 
Locality map: 

 

An A3 locality map must be attached to the back of this document, as Appendix A.  The scale of the 
locality map must be relevant to the size of the development (at least 1:50 000. For linear activities of 
more than 25 kilometres, a smaller scale e.g. 1:250 000 can be used.  The scale must be indicated 
on the map.)  The map must indicate the following: 

 an indication of the project site position as well as the positions of the  alternative sites, if any;  

 road access from all major roads in the area; 

 road names or numbers of all major roads as well as the roads that provide access to the site(s); 

 all roads within a 1km radius of the site or alternative sites; and 

 a north arrow; 

 a legend; and 

 locality GPS co-ordinates (Indicate the position of the activity using the latitude and longitude of 

the centre point of the site for each alternative site.  The co-ordinates should be in degrees, 
minutes and seconds.  The projection that must be used in all cases is the WGS84 spheroid in 

a national or local projection) 

 

The locality map has been included as Appendix A 

 

 

1. GRADIENT OF THE SITE 

Indicate the general gradient of the site. 

Alternative S1: 

Flat 1:50 – 1:20 
        √ 

1:20 – 1:15 1:15 – 1:10 1:10 – 1:7,5 1:7,5 – 1:5 Steeper than 1:5 

 

Alternative S2 (if any): 
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Flat 1:50 – 1:20 1:20 – 1:15 1:15 – 1:10 1:10 – 1:7,5 1:7,5 – 1:5 Steeper than 1:5 

 

Alternative S3 (if any): 

Flat 1:50 – 1:20 1:20 – 1:15 1:15 – 1:10 1:10 – 1:7,5 1:7,5 – 1:5 Steeper than 1:5 

 
2. LOCATION IN LANDSCAPE 
 
Indicate the landform(s) that best describes the site: 

2.1 Ridgeline  2.6 Plain  

2.2 Plateau  2.7 Undulating plain / low hills √ 

2.3 Side slope of hill/mountain  2.8 Dune  

2.4 Closed valley  2.9 Seafront  

2.5 Open valley  

 
 
3. GROUNDWATER, SOIL AND GEOLOGICAL STABILITY OF THE SITE 
 

Is the site(s) located on any of the following (tick the appropriate boxes)? 

 Alternative S1 
(proposed):  

 Alternative 
S2 (if any): 

 Alternative S3 
(if any): 

Shallow water table (less than 1.5m deep) YES No√  Yes No  Yes No 

Dolomite, sinkhole or doline areas 
 

YES No√  Yes No  Yes No 

Seasonally wet soils (often close to water 
bodies) 

YES No√  Yes No  Yes No 

Unstable rocky slopes or steep slopes with 
loose soil 

YES No√  Yes No  Yes No 

Dispersive soils (soils that dissolve in water) YES No√  Yes No  Yes No 

Soils with high clay content (clay fraction more 
than 40%) 

YES No√  Yes No  Yes No 

Any other unstable soil or geological feature YES No√  Yes No  Yes No 

An area sensitive to erosion 
 

YES No√  Yes No  Yes No 

 

If you are unsure about any of the above or if you are concerned that any of the above aspects may be an issue of 
concern in the application, an appropriate specialist should be appointed to assist in the completion of this section. 
(Information in respect of the above will often be available as part of the project information or at the planning 
sections of local authorities.  Where it exists, the 1:50 000 scale Regional Geotechnical Maps prepared by the 
Council for Geo Science may also be consulted). 
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Johann VD Merwe (Pty) (Ltd), applied earth and environmental specialists were appointed to survey the site and 
report the condition of the groundwater, soil and geological stability conditions of the proposed development site. 
Refer to the specialist geotechnical report included within Appendix D 

 

 

4. GROUNDCOVER 
 

Indicate the types of groundcover present on the site: 

The location of all identified rare or endangered species or other elements should be accurately indicated on the 
site plan(s). 

Natural veld - 
good conditionE 

Natural veld with 
scattered aliensE 

Natural veld with 
heavy alien 
infestationE 

Veld dominated by alien 
speciesE 

Gardens  

Sport field Cultivated land Paved surface 
Building or other 
structure 

Bare soil 

 

If any of the boxes marked with an “E “is ticked, please consult an appropriate specialist to assist in the completion 
of this section if the environmental assessment practitioner doesn’t have the necessary expertise.  

 

Jacques Brits an ecology specialist was appointed to survey the site and report the condition of the ecology of the 
development site. Refer to the specialist ecology report included within Appendix D 

 

 

5. LAND USE CHARACTER OF SURROUNDING AREA  
 

Indicate land uses and/or prominent features that does currently occur within a 500m radius of the site and 
give description of how this influences the application or may be impacted upon by the application: 

 

5.1 Natural area √ 5.22 School  √ 

5.2 Low density residential √ 5.23 Tertiary education facility   

5.3 Medium density residential  5.24 Church  √ 

5.4 High density residential  5.25 Old age home   

5.5 Medium industrial AN  5.26 Museum   

5.6 Office/consulting room  √ 5.27 Historical building   

5.7 Military or police base/station/compound   5.28 Protected Area   

5.8 Spoil heap or slimes dam A  5.29 Sewage treatment plant A  

5.9 Light industrial  √ 5.30 Train station or shunting yard N  
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5.10 Heavy industrial AN  5.31 Railway line N  

5.11 Power station  5.32 Major road (4 lanes or more)   

5.12 Sport facilities   5.33 Airport N  

5.13 Golf course  √ 5.34 Harbour  

5.14 Polo fields   5.35 Quarry, sand or borrow pit  

5.15 Filling station H  5.36 Hospital/medical centre  √ 

5.16 Landfill or waste treatment site   5.37 River, stream or wetland   

5.17 Plantation   5.38 Nature conservation area   

5.18 Agriculture √ 5.39 Mountain, koppie or ridge   

5.19 Archaeological site   5.40 Graveyard   

5.20 Quarry, sand or borrow pit   5.41 River, stream or wetland  √ 

5.21 Dam or Reservoir   5.42 Other land uses (describe)  

 

If any of the boxes marked with an “N “are ticked, how will this impact / be impacted upon by the proposed activity?  

 
N/A 

 

If any of the boxes marked with an "An" are ticked, how will this impact / be impacted upon by the proposed activity?   

If YES, specify and explain: N/A 

If NO, specify: N/A 

 

If any of the boxes marked with an "H" are ticked, how will this impact / be impacted upon by the proposed activity.  

If YES, specify and explain: N/A 

If NO, specify: N/A 

 

6.  CULTURAL/HISTORICAL FEATURES 

Are there any signs of culturally or historically significant elements, as defined in section 2 of 
the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999, (Act No. 25 of 1999), including  

YES No√ 

Archaeological or paleontological sites, on or close (within 20m) to the site? Uncertain 

If YES, 
explain: 

 

If uncertain, conduct a specialist investigation by a recognised specialist in the field to establish whether there is 
such a feature(s) present on or close to the site. 
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Briefly 
explain the 
findings of 
the specialist: 

No heritage significant sites were identified during the survey by the heritage specialist. A search 
on several data bases also yielded no known sites within the study area.  

Nonetheless, due to the nature of cultural remains that occur, in most cases, below surface, the 
possibility remains that some cultural remains may not have been discovered during the survey. 

It is incumbent upon the developer to inform the relevant heritage agency should any remains be 
un earthed or laid open during the process of development. 

Will any building or structure older than 60 years be affected in any way? YES No√ 

Is it necessary to apply for a permit in terms of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 
(Act 25 of 1999)? 

YES No√ 

If yes, please submit or, make sure that the applicant or a specialist submits the necessary application to SAHRA 
or the relevant provincial heritage agency and attach proof thereof to this application if such application has been 
made. 

Heritage Contracts and Archaeological Consulting CC was appointed to survey the site and report the condition 
of the heritage potential of the development site. Refer to the specialist Archaeological report included within 
Appendix D 

 

 

SECTION C: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
1. ADVERTISEMENT AND NOTICES 

 Site notices notifying Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) were displayed at both proposed sites namely 
portion 110 of the farm Loskop Suid 53-JS and portion 14 of the farm Welgevonden 45-JS notices were 
placed at on 27 August 2012 

 Knock and drop (stakeholder) letters with background information were compiled and distributed  (hand 
delivered) with a covering letter and response form to all Interested and affected parties registered and then 
automatically registered into our database, including relevant authorities and municipal officials. The knock 
and drop (stakeholder) letters serve to announce the proposed project and invite comment on the draft 
Basic Assessment Report 

 An advertisement notifying (I&APs) of the project and inviting them to register their interest with Envirolution 
Consulting was lodged in the Daller Newspaper on 24 August 2012.  

Refer to Appendix E for proof of placement of site notices, placement of the advert and Knock and drop 
stakeholders’ letters  

 

2. CONTENT OF ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES 

 

The contents of the notices and adverts were in accordance with the following requirements 

 

(a) indicate the details of the application which is subjected to public participation; and  

(b) state— 
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(i) that the application has been submitted to the department in terms of these Regulations, as the case 
may be; 

(ii) whether basic assessment or scoping procedures are being applied to the application, in the case of 
an application for environmental authorisation; 

(iii) the nature and location of the activity to which the application relates; 

(iv) where further information on the application or activity can be obtained; and  

(v) the manner in which and the person to whom representations in respect of the application may be 
made. 

Please refer to Appendix E2 for a copy of the site notices. 

 

3. PLACEMENT OF ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES 

Where the proposed activity may have impacts that extend beyond the municipal area where it is located, a notice 
must be placed in at least one provincial newspaper or national newspaper, indicating that an application will be 
submitted to the department in terms of these regulations, the nature and location of the activity, where further 
information on the proposed activity can be obtained and the manner in which representations in respect of the 
application can be made, unless a notice has been placed in any Gazette that is published specifically for the 
purpose of providing notice to the public of applications made in terms of these Regulations.  

 

Advertisements and notices must make provision for all alternatives. 

The proposed development is unlikely to result in any impacts that extend within the municipal area of Elias 
Motsoaledi local Municipality where it is located. The project was advertised in one local newspaper and the draft 
Basic Assessment Report will be placed in the local library for review. The availability of the draft Basic 
Assessment Report will be notified to the key stakeholders and Organs of State relevant to the proposed 
development through emails. The advertisement placed detailed the Basic Assessment Process in terms of the 
National Environmental Management Act, (Act 107 of 1998), LEDET reference and NEAS numbers, the nature 
and location of the proposed development, where further information on the proposed development could be 
obtained and the manner in which representation on the application could be made. 

Copies of advertisement and proof of placement are included within Appendix E  

 

4. DETERMINATION OF APPROPRIATE MEASURES 

The practitioner must ensure that the public participation is adequate and must determine whether a public meeting 
or any other additional measure is appropriate or not based on the particular nature of each case.  Special attention 
should be given to the involvement of local community structures such as Ward Committees, ratepayers 
associations and traditional authorities where appropriate. Please note that public concerns that emerge at a later 
stage that should have been addressed may cause the department to withdraw any authorisation it may have 
issued if it becomes apparent that the public participation process was inadequate. 

Background Information Documents were distributed to I&APs through knock and drops on the 27 August 2012. 
During the distribution of the BiD's, questions of clarity were also raised by some of the I&APs and queries were 
responded thereto. Please refer to Appendix E for a copy of the knock and drops and a copy of the Background 

Information Document.  
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5. COMMENTS AND RESPONSE REPORT 

The practitioner must record all comments and respond to each comment of the public before the application is 
submitted.  The comments and responses must be captured in a comments and response report as prescribed in 
these Regulations and be attached to this application. The comments and response report must be attached under 
Appendix E. 

The comments and response sheet is attached as Appendix E. 

Please note that any further comments received during the review period of the draft Basic Assessment as well as 
responses provided will be captured and recorded within the Comments and Response sheet attached as Appendix 
E in the final Basic Assessment Report. 

 

6.  AUTHORITY PARTICIPATION 

 

Please note that a complete list of all organs of state and or any other applicable authority with their contact details 
must be appended to the basic assessment report or scoping report, whichever is applicable. 
 
Authorities are key interested and affected parties in each application and no decision on any application will be 
made before the relevant local authority is provided with the opportunity to give input.   

 Name of Authority informed: Comments received (Yes or No) 

 Limpopo Economic Development, Environment and Tourism (LEDET) No 

 Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipality No 

 Sekhukhune District Municipality No 

 South African Heritage Resources Agency (SA No 

 Department of Health No 

 Department of Water Affairs and Forestry No 

 Department of Public Transport, Roads and Works No 

 Limpopo Roads and Transport No 

 Wad councillor No 

 Transvaal Agriculture Union (TAU/TLU) No 

 

Organs of State and Authorities were informed of the Basic Assessment process through the distribution of 

Letters (Background Information Documents). See the Authorities database with their contact details attached as 

Appendix E. No comments have been received from any of the above authorities as to date. Any further 

comments received during the review period of the draft Basic Assessment as well as responses provided will be 

captured and recorded within the Comments and Response sheet attached as Appendix E in the final Basic 

Assessment Report. 
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7. CONSULTATION WITH OTHER STAKEHOLDERS  
 
Note that, for linear activities, or where deviation from the public participation requirements may be appropriate, the 
person conducting the public participation process may deviate from the requirements of that sub regulation to the 
extent and in the manner as may be agreed to by the department. 
 
Proof of any such agreement must be provided, where applicable. 
 

Has any comment been received from stakeholders? Yes√ NO 

 

If “YES”, briefly describe the feedback below (also attach copies of any correspondence to and from the 
stakeholders to this application): 

 

All comments are included in Appendix E7 of this report 

All further comments received during the review period of this draft Basic Assessment report, as well as responses 
provided will be captured and recorded within the Comments and Response Report attached as Appendix E7 in the 
final Basic Assessment Report 

 
 

SECTION D: IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 
The assessment of impacts must adhere to the minimum requirements in the EIA Regulations, 2010, and should 
take applicable official guidelines into account.  The issues raised by interested and affected parties should also be 
addressed in the assessment of impacts. 
 
1. ISSUES RAISED BY INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES 
 
List the main issues raised by interested and affected parties. 

Availability of water in the area to support the proposed development was raised as an issue. 
 
The municipality will provide portable water to the developer as per service agreement between the Elias 
Motsoaledi Local Municipality and the developer. 
Please refer also to the Comments and Response Report (Appendix E) for details.All further comments received 
during the review period of this draft Basic Assessment report will be included together with a response from the 
EAP in the Comments and Response Report submitted with the final Basic Assessment report to LEDET. 

 

Response from the practitioner to the issues raised by the interested and affected parties (A full response must be 
given in the Comments and Response Report that must be attached to this report as Annexure E): 

+ 
Refer to the Comments and Response Report (Appendix E1) for detailed responses on the one issue raised 
above 
 



 
2.       IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE PLANNING AND DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, OPERATIONAL, DECOMMISSIONING AND CLOSURE 
          PHASES AS WELL AS PROPOSED MANAGEMENT OF IDENTIFIED IMPACTS AND PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES 

 

                     List the potential direct, indirect and cumulative property/activity/design/technology/operational alternative related impacts (as appropriate) that are likely 

                    to  occur as a result   of the planning and design phase, construction phase, operational phase, decommissioning and closure phase, including impacts  

                    relating to  the choice of site/activity/technology alternatives as well as the mitigation measures that may eliminate or reduce the potential impacts listed. 

 

2.1      IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE PLANNING AND DESIGN PHASE 

           For Proposal and Alternative 1 (layout plans) 

Proposal (Layout Plan 1) See also proposed layout attached as Appendix C. No impacts are anticipated from the design and planning of 
the proposed development. 

 

          2.2 IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE 

 
          Proposal (Layout Plan 1) See also proposed layout attached as Appendix C 
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         Impact 1 – Ecology (Loss of vegetation) 

Nature of impact: Loss of Flora 

Description: The entire proposed development footprint will impact on the existing natural vegetation. The primary source of loss of vegetation 
include (in descending order of importance based on the proposed layouts) on site and the development footprint. 

There is no plant species of conservation concern on site that is likely to be impacted by the development footprint as the vegetation on site is 
of low importance value. The site falls outside the regional centres of endemism in the province and as such represents an area with low levels 
of plant endemism. The study site is severely encroached with invasive alien plant species with limited grass cover.  

Criteria Significance Without mitigation Significance With mitigation Status 

Extent Local Medium 
 
 

 Low Neutral 

Duration Short term 

Reversibility irreversible 

Probability Definite 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity Medium 

 
Proposed Mitigation:  

 An Environmental Control Officer (ECO) must be on site to ensure minimum loss of vegetation on the site during foundation excavation. 

 If any  floral of species of concern are observed on site, the developers`s manager must be contacted immediately  

 A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and an Operational Environmental Management Plan should be drawn up 
which must outline management steps for all areas of natural vegetation on site 

See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect impacts: Increased soil erosion 

Description: Loss of topsoil will occur due to the initial vegetation clearing on site; and construction earthworks may cause increased soil 
erosion as well as storm water runoff. Water erosion of soils is not considered a major threat, but storm water management measures have to 
be put in place to combat its occurrence. Wind erosion is considered a major threat and areas that have been stripped of vegetation must be 
stabilised soon after impact. 

Criteria Significance Without mitigation Significance With mitigation Status 

Extent Local  Medium Low Neutral 
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Duration Short term 

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Probable  

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity Medium 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes 
 

Proposed Mitigation:  
 

 If at all possible, construction activities should preferably take place during the dry winter months. 

 Stockpiles must be covered in excess of windy conditions. 

 During heavy rains, clearance of vegetation should be minimized and delayed to minimize exposed areas that might be prone to erosion 

 Dust suppression is necessary for stockpiles older than a month. 

 Stockpiles should not be higher than 2 m to avoid compaction. 

 To prevent erosion of materials stockpiled for a long period of time, the material must be retained in a bermed area. 

 Clearance of vegetation for the development should be restricted to the development footprint only. 

 Grading of the site is required after construction to ensure free flow of runoff and to prevent ponding of water 
See also an EMPr attached as Appendix F this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for managing the 
environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

 
Indirect impacts:  Establishment and spread of declared weeds and alien invader plants. 
Description: The site already have excessive alien invasive plants, disturbing the habitat further will result in drastic spread of these plant 
species around the development footprint due to soil disturbance caused, as alien plants proliferate in disturbed areas. 

Criteria Significance Without mitigation Significance With mitigation Status 

Extent Local Medium Low Neutral 

Duration Short term 

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Probable 
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Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Medium 

Intensity Medium 

Can impact be mitigated Yes 

Proposed Mitigation: 

 Clear all alien vegetation from the site 

 Ongoing, physical or mechanical control measures should be implemented for removal of alien invasive vegetation. 

  Ensure minimal disturbance of the landscape and no dumping of refuse within the surroundings anyhow 
 

See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Cumulative impacts: Habitat Fragmentation  
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 Impact 2: Heritage and Cultural Resources 

Nature of impact: Impacts on unknown cultural and heritage resources 

Description: The heritage specialist report indicates that no heritage significant sites were identified during the survey making the significance 
of this impact low. However, due to the nature of cultural remains that occur, in most cases, below surface, the possibility remains that some 
cultural remains may not have been discovered during the survey making the significance of this issue high. 

Therefore it is incumbent upon the developer to inform the relevant heritage agency should further remains be un earthed or laid open during 
the process of excavation.  

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance  With mitigation Status 

Extent Local Low Low Neutral 

Duration Short term 

Reversibility Short term 

Probability improbable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low  

Intensity Low 

Can impacts be mitigated Yes 

Proposed Mitigation: 
 

 Construction personnel must be alert and inform local Council should they come across any features of heritage value and must 
cease construction activities immediately 

 No heritage feature can be removed, destroyed and/or interfered with on site without the permission of an accredited archeologist 
 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect impacts: None 

Cumulative impacts: None  

 
 
 



LEDET BA Report, EIA 2010: Project Name: Groblersdal Extension 34 Industrial Development    -     31     

Impact 3: Construction Noise 

Nature of impact: Noise impact during construction 

Description: Noise impact will occur during the construction period due to heavy vehicle movement and construction machinery causing noise 
pollution. 

The proposed facility will be too far from any potentially Noise-Sensitive Receptors to pose any significant risk of a noise disturbance being 
created by either the construction or operation phase of the development 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local Medium Medium Neutral 

Duration Short term 

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Highly Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity Medium 

Can impacts be mitigated Yes 

Proposed Mitigation:  

 Vehicular movement beyond the property boundaries may not occur during peak hour traffic times (07h30 – 08h30 and 16h00 – 
17h00). 

 It must be ensured that a backlog of traffic does not develop at the access points during peak hours through the upgrade to the gravel 
road and the implementation of an efficient and effective access control system. 

 Speed restriction of 20km/h must be implemented for all construction vehicles. 

 All vehicles should be road worthy and drivers must be qualified and made aware of the potential road safety issues and need for 
strict road limits 

 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
 Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect impacts: N/A 

Cumulative impacts: This impact is cumulative with existing ambient background noises  
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Impact 4: Dust and Air Quality 

Nature: Dust impact  

Description: The influx of dust pollutants will occur due to the establishment of the construction camp and the movement of people and 
vehicles on site. Excavated and stockpiled material that is vulnerable to wind has the potential to contribute to the atmospheric dust in the air. 
This impact is likely to be of moderate significance and can be moderated to low.  

 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance without mitigation Status 

Extent Local Medium Low Neutral 

Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability  Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity Medium 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes 

Proposed Mitigation: 

 Continuous watering of the site should be carried out to suppress dust pollution during windy and dry conditions. 

 A continuous dust monitoring process needs to be undertaken during construction. 

 Speed restriction of 20km/h must be implemented for all construction vehicles.  

 All vehicles transporting friable materials such a sand, rubble etc must be covered by a tarpaulin or wet down. 
 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
 Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  which can give rise to potentially 
significant impacts 

Indirect Impact: Negative effects on human health  

Cumulative impacts: Reduced air quality in the vicinity of the development 
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Impact 5: Groundwater Contamination 

Nature: Impacts on ground water 

Description: Groundwater contamination will occur due to construction activities. Such as storage of hydrocarbons on used for construction 
on site, possible leaks from construction vehicles and machinery 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance without mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
Medium 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity Short term 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes   

Proposed Mitigation: 
 

 Construction vehicles are to be maintained in good working order, to reduce the probability of leakage of fuels and lubricants. 

 All cement mixing must occur on impervious surfaces and within controlled bermed areas. 

 Oil residue must be treated with oil absorbent such as Drizit or similar and this material removed to a licensed waste disposal site. 

 Contractor/s must provide regularly serviced portable chemical toilets for construction workers at a distance no more than 200 m from 
the place of construction. 

 No materials may be discharged from the construction camps. 
 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
 Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  which can give rise to potentially 
significant impacts 

Indirect Impact: Negative effects on human health for people that utilise ground water resources 

Cumulative impacts: Reduced underground water quality  
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 Impact 6: Social-Economics Impact 
 

Nature: Social upliftment and community benefits: creation of employment and business opportunities during the construction 
phase. 

Description: The estimated capital expenditure associated with the project would be R12, 000,000. The construction phase is expected to 
extend over a period of 3 to 6 months, and create approximately 30 direct construction-related employment opportunities. Of these some will 
be skilled personnel (engineers, and management), semi-skilled personnel (construction workers, drivers) and low skilled personnel 
(labourers, security personnel etc). 

Experience from construction projects is that contractors usually make use of their skilled and semi- skilled staff, also the skills profile in the 
district is low, due to low level of education. The direct employment for members from any nearby local community may therefore for these 
reasons be limited. Nevertheless the creation of local employment maybe enhanced by hiring local contractors. In general the development 
will create business opportunities for the region and local economy 

Criteria Without Enhancement With Enhancement Status 

Extent Local-Regional  Low Medium Positive 

Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity N/A 

Can impact be enhanced Yes 

Proposed Enhancement:  
Where reasonable and practical Auburn Avenue Trading (Pty) Ltd should appoint local contractors and implement a (local first) policy 
especially for semi-skilled and low skilled job categories 

Indirect Impact: Potential impact on family structures and social networks  

Cumulative impacts: Improved skills levels in the area.  

 
 

Indirect Impact: Potential impact on family structures and social networks associated with the presence of construction workers. 
 
Description: While the presence of construction workers does not in itself constitute a social impact, the manner in which construction 
workers conduct themselves can have an impact on the local communities. 
The most significant indirect negative impact is associated with the disruption of the existing family structures and social networks. This risk is 
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linked with potentially risky behaviours of male construction workers, including: 

 an increase in alcohol and drug use 

 an increase of crime levels 

 an increase in prostitution and  

 an increase in sexually transmitted diseases 
The project will provide  approximately 30 direct employment opportunities for a period of 3-6months as indicated above, the direct 
employment from the local community is likely to be limited to semiskilled and low skilled opportunities. The potential risk to local community 
will be mitigated by the relatively small number of construction workers. The potential risk to local community is therefore considered a 
significant issue.   
Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local   
Medium 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Short term for community as a 

whole and long term for 
individuals who may be 
affected with STDs, HIV AIDS, 
etc  

Reversibility Irreversible  

Probability Definite  

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity Low for community as a whole 
very high for individuals who 
may be infected with STDs, 
HIV Aids, etc 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes to some degree but the risk cannot be eliminated 

Proposed Mitigation:   

 Where possible Auburn Avenue Trading (Pty) Ltd and contractor(s) should appoint local contractors and implement a “locals first” 
policy especially for semi-skilled and low skilled job categories 

 Auburn Avenue Trading (Pty) Ltd and the contractor(s) should develop a code of conduct for the construction phase, the code should 
identify which types of behaviour and activities are not acceptable. 

 Auburn Avenue Trading (Pty) Ltd and the contractor(s) should implement an HIV/AIDS awareness program of all construction workers 
at the outset of the construction phase. 

 The movement of construction workers on and off the site should be closely managed and monitored by contractors  
With the exception of security personnel no construction workers should be accommodated on the site overnight 
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Indirect Impact: See cumulative impacts 

Cumulative: Impact on family and community relations that may in some cases persist for a long time 

 

 

          Impact 6: Impacts on local roads and traffic (construction phase) 

Nature of impact: Traffic congestion 

Description: During construction there will be a noticeable increase in heavy vehicles utilising the road to the development site that may 
cause to the very least, a backlog of traffic to other road users (N11) and landowners in the area. 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local   
High 

 
Medium 

 
Negative Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Definite 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity Medium 

Can impacts be 
mitigated 

Partially 

Proposed Mitigation: 
 

 Vehicular movement beyond the property boundaries may not occur during peak hour traffic times (07h30 – 08h30 and 16h00 – 
17h00). 

 It must be ensured that a backlog of traffic does not develop at the access points during peak hours through the upgrade to the road 
system and the implementation of an efficient and effective access control system. 

 Speed restriction of 20km/h must be implemented for all construction vehicles. 

 All vehicles should be road worthy and drivers must be qualified and made aware of the potential road safety issues and need for 
strict road limits 

 
See an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect impacts: N/A 
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Cumulative impacts: Traffic congestion in the area  

 

          Impact 7: Visual impact of construction on visual receptors 

Nature of impact: Potential visual impact of construction on visual receptors in close proximity to the proposed development. 

Description: Stockpiled materials; workforce; and construction sites will result in potential visual impact. This impact is likely to be of high 
significance and can be moderated to medium 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
High 

 
Medium 

 
Negative Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Definite 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity Medium 

Can this impact be mitigated Yes   

Proposed Mitigation: 
 

 Ensure that no litter, refuse, waste, rubbish, rubble, debris and builders wastes generated on the premises be placed, dumped or 
deposited on adjacent or surrounding properties including road verges, roads or public places and open spaces during or after the 
construction period. All waste/litter/rubbish etc must be disposed of at an approved dumping site as approved by the Council. 

 No wastes may remain on the construction site for more than two weeks. 

 Supply sufficient garbage bins throughout the site and empty regularly. 

 Ensure good housekeeping is implemented at all times. 

 Keep the property neat and litter free at all times and maintain the landscaped areas. 

 The buildings that are to be erected should be aesthetically pleasing and blend into the area as far as possible 

 Indigenous vegetation should be used to create habitats that attract the natural fauna in the area as far as possible  

 Adverting on the site must be in accordance with South African Manual for Outdoor Advertising Control (SAMOAC).  

 The Construction camp must be contained to be preventing any visual intrusion and be kept in a clean and orderly state at all times. 

 The buildings facades and roof should preferably be painted or finished with natural earth tones. 

 Be sensitive towards the use of glass and metal in building designs as to avoid glare from the shiny surfaces to disturb adjacent 
residents. 

 When vertical structures or surfaces are lit such as building facades or signs, direct the light downwards. 

 Landscaping should be maintained. 
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See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
 Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect Impact:  Visual nuisance and also attraction of undesirable flies and air pollution can result especially from rotten waste 

Cumulative impacts:   N/A 

 
 
        Impact 8 – Ecology (Loss of Fauna) 

Nature of impact: Loss of Fauna 

Description: There is no anticipated impact on Red or Orange Data species within and around the site 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance without mitigation Status 

Extent Local   
Low 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Improbable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity  Low 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes 

 
Proposed Mitigation:  
 

 No killing of fauna will be allowed on site 
 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 
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Indirect impacts: None  

Cumulative impacts: None 

 
 
 

2.3 IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE OPERATIONAL PHASE (Proposed layout) 

 Impact 1:  
 Visual Impacts and Aesthetics 

Nature of impact: Potential visual impacts of the proposed development on visual character and landscape 

Description: In terms of social environment with regard to sense of place and visual impacts, the proposed site is not a pristine site in the 
sense that there are some development already on site, such as the paprika manufacturing, packaging and storage plant, a fert ilizer 
manufacturing plant, a race track and the DLU hall, from that aspect the proposed layout (single storey) of the development will have minimal 
impact as the development is proposing two sites therefore there won’t be any clustering to cause a serious visual nuisance or drastically 
change the character of the landscape. The proposed layout will blend with what is currently on the site reducing the impact from medium to 
low with proposed mitigation. 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
Medium 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Long term 

Reversibility Long term 

Probability Improbable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity Low 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes 

Proposed Mitigation: 

 Indigenous vegetation should be retained 

 Adverting on the site must be in accordance with South African Manual for Outdoor Advertising Control (SAMOAC).  

 The buildings facades and roof should preferably be painted or finished with natural earth tones. 

 When vertical structures or surfaces are lit such as building facades or signs, direct the light downwards. 

 Landscaping should be maintained. 

 The general appearance of the site should be maintained as a whole 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
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Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect Impact:    None 

Cumulative impacts:   Change in landscape 

 
 

Impact 2: Noise (Operational Phase) 

Nature: Noise impact during operation 

Description: Noise impact might occur during the operational period due to agricultural components being transported to site and customer 
vehicles accessing the site. The noise impact will be temporal only during working hours of the business. 

However the proposed development will be too far from any potentially Noise-Sensitive Receptors to pose any significant risk of a noise 
disturbance being created by either the operation phase of the development 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
Low 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Short term 

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Improbable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity Low 

Can impact be mitigated Yes 

Mitigation: 

 Vehicular movement beyond the property boundaries may not occur during peak hour traffic times (07h30 – 08h30 and 16h00 – 
17h00). 

 It must be ensured that a backlog of traffic does not develop at the access points during peak hours through the implementation of an 
efficient and effective access control system. 

 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
 Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 
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Indirect impacts: N/A 

Cumulative impacts: N/A  

 

 

 

          Impact 3: Ecology (alien invasion) (Operational phase)  

Nature: Establishment and spread of declared weeds and alien invader plants. 

Description: Disturbance of the current habitat due to the establishment of the proposed development will exacerbate the proliferation of the 
alien invader plants which have already establishment on site. 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance without mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
Medium 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Medium 

Status  Medium 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes 

Mitigation: 

 Clear all alien vegetation from the site 

 Ongoing, alien invasive vegetation control measures, minimising disturbance and dumping of refuse anyhow. 

 Minimal disturbance of the landscape should be observed and also waste should not be dumped carelessly on site 
 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect impacts: Change in habitat, increased frequency of veld fires, change in 
hydrology may occur due to alien invader plants 
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Cumulative impacts: Habitat fragmentation   

 
 
 
         Impact 4: traffic congestion on local roads (Operational Phase) 
 

Nature: Traffic congestion 

Description: The probability of occurrence of traffic congestion on the main road (N11) will be increased with the frequent moving in and out 
of vehicles and trucks transportation agricultural components to the development and customers coming in to buy agricultural products. 

 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
Low 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Long term 

Reversibility Irreversible 

Probability Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity Low 

Can impact be enhanced Yes 

Proposed Mitigation measures:  
Mitigation: 

 Vehicular movement beyond the property boundaries may not occur during peak hour traffic times (07h30 – 08h30 and 16h00 – 
17h00). 

 It must be ensured that a backlog of traffic does not develop at the access points during peak hours through the implementation of an 
efficient and effective access control system. 

 

Indirect Impact: None 

Cumulative impacts: Backlog of traffic along the N11 

 
 
           Impact 5: Groundwater contamination (Operational Phase) 

Nature: Traffic congestion 
Description: Groundwater contamination due to leaks from vehicles that access the site. 
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Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
Low 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Short term 

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Improbable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity Low 

Can impact be enhanced Yes 

Proposed Mitigation measures:  
Mitigation: 

 1. Transportation vehicles are to be maintained in good working order, to avoid the probability of leakages of fuels and lubricants. 

 2. If leaks occur, oil residue must be treated with oil absorbent such as Drizit or similar and this material removed to a licensed waste 
disposal site. 

 3. Spill kits must be available on site for such incidences.   

 4. Drip trays (minimum of 10cm deep) are to be placed under all vehicles if they stand for more than 3 hours.  - The surface area of the 
drip trays will be dependent on the vehicle and must be large enough to catch any hydrocarbons that may leak from the vehicle while 
standing.  

 

Indirect Impact: N/A 

Cumulative impacts: N/A 
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              2.4    IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE 

             Alternative 1 - Layout Plan   

 
 
         Impact 1 Ecology - Loss of Flora  

Nature of impact: Loss of Flora 
Description:  The entire proposed development footprint will impact on the existing natural vegetation. The primary source of loss of 
vegetation include (in descending order of importance based on the proposed layouts) on site and the development footprint.  The loss of 
vegetation cover with this proposed alternative 1-layout plan will be of medium significant and can be reduced to low with the application of 
mitigation measures 
 
 However it should be noted that no plant species of conservation concern on site is likely to be impacted by the development footprint as the 
vegetation on site is of low importance value.  
 
The site falls outside the regional centres of endemism in the province and as such represents an area with low levels of plant endemism. The 
study site is severely encroached with invasive alien plant species. 

Criteria Significance Without mitigation Significance With mitigation Status 

Extent Local Medium 
 
 

 Low Neutral 

Duration Short term 

Reversibility Irreversible 

Probability Definite 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity Medium 
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Proposed Mitigation:  

 An Environmental Control Officer (ECO) must be on site to ensure minimum loss of vegetation on the site during foundation excavation. 

 If any  floral of species of concern are observed on site, the developers`s manager must be contacted immediately  

 A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and an Operational Environmental Management Plan should be drawn up which 
must outline management steps for all areas of natural vegetation on site 

See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect impacts: Increased soil erosion 
Description: Loss of topsoil will occur due to the initial vegetation clearing on site; and construction earthworks may cause increased soil 
erosion as well as storm water runoff. Water erosion of soils is not considered a major threat, but storm water management measures have to 
be put in place to combat its occurrence. Wind erosion is considered a major threat and areas that have been stripped of vegetation must be 
stabilised soon after impact. 

Criteria Significance Without mitigation Significance With mitigation Status 

Extent Local  Medium Low Neutral 

Duration Short  term 

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity Medium 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes 
 

Proposed Mitigation:  
 

 If at all possible, construction activities should preferably take place during the dry winter months. 

 Stockpiles must be covered in excess of windy conditions. 

 During heavy rains, clearance of vegetation should be minimized and delayed to minimize exposed areas that might be prone to erosion 

 Dust suppression is necessary for stockpiles older than a month. 

 Stockpiles should not be higher than 2 m to avoid compaction. 

 To prevent erosion of materials stockpiled for a long period of time, the material must be retained in a bermed area. 

 Clearance of vegetation for the development should be restricted to the development footprint only. 
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 Grading of the site is required after construction to ensure free flow of runoff and to prevent ponding of water 
 
See also an EMPr attached as Appendix F this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for managing the 
environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

 
Indirect impacts:  Establishment and spread of declared weeds and alien invader plants. 
Description: The site already have excessive alien invasive plants, disturbing the habitat further will result in drastic spread of these plant 
species around the development footprint due to soil disturbance caused, as alien plants proliferate in disturbed areas. 

Criteria Significance Without mitigation Significance With mitigation Status 

Extent Local Medium Low Neutral 

Duration Short term 

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Medium 

Intensity Medium 

Can impact be mitigated Yes 

Proposed Mitigation: 

 Clear all alien vegetation from the site 

 Ongoing, physical or mechanical control measures should be implemented for removal of alien invasive vegetation. 

  Ensure minimal disturbance of the landscape and no dumping of refuse within the surroundings anyhow 
 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Cumulative impacts: Habitat Fragmentation  
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          Impact 2: Heritage and Cultural Resources 

Nature of impact: Impacts on unknown cultural and heritage resources 
Description: The heritage specialist report indicates that no heritage significant sites were identified during the survey making the significance 
of this impact low. However, due to the nature of cultural remains that occur, in most cases, below surface, the possibility remains that some 
cultural remains may not have been discovered during the survey making the significance of this issue high. 
Therefore it is incumbent upon the developer to inform the relevant heritage agency should further remains be un earthed or laid open during 
the process of excavation.  

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance  With 
mitigation 

Status 

Extent Local Low Low Neutral 

Duration Short term 

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Improbable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low  

Intensity Low 

Can impacts be mitigated Yes 

Proposed Mitigation: 
 

 Construction personnel must be alert and inform local Council should they come across any features of heritage value and must cease 
construction activities immediately 

 No heritage feature can be removed, destroyed and/or interfered with on site without the permission of an accredited archeologist 
 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect impacts: None 

Cumulative impacts: None  
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           Impact 3: Construction Noise 

Nature of impact: Noise impact during construction 
Description: Noise impact will occur during the construction period due to heavy vehicle movement and construction machinery causing noise 
pollution. 
The proposed facility will be too far from any potentially Noise-Sensitive Receptors to pose any significant risk of a noise disturbance being 
created by either the construction or operation phase of the development 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local Medium Medium Neutral 

Duration Short term 

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Highly Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity Medium 

Can impacts be mitigated Yes 

Proposed Mitigation:  

 Vehicular movement beyond the property boundaries may not occur during peak hour traffic times (07h30 – 08h30 and 16h00 – 
17h00). 

 It must be ensured that a backlog of traffic does not develop at the access points during peak hours through the upgrade to the gravel 
road and the implementation of an efficient and effective access control system. 

 Speed restriction of 20km/h must be implemented for all construction vehicles. 

 All vehicles should be road worthy and drivers must be qualified and made aware of the potential road safety issues and need for strict 
road limits 

 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
 Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect impacts: N/A 

Cumulative impacts: This impact is cumulative with existing ambient background noises  
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          Impact 4: Dust and Air Quality 

Nature: Dust impact  
Description: The influx of dust pollutants will occur due to the establishment of the construction camp and the movement of people and 
vehicles on site. Excavated and stockpiled material that is vulnerable to wind has the potential to contribute to the atmospheric dust in the air. 
This impact is likely to be of moderate significance and can be moderated to low.  
 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance without mitigation Status 

Extent Local Medium Low Neutral 

Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability  Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity Medium 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes 

Proposed Mitigation: 

 Continuous watering of the site should be carried out to suppress dust pollution during windy and dry conditions. 

 A continuous dust monitoring process needs to be undertaken during construction. 

 Speed restriction of 20km/h must be implemented for all construction vehicles.  

 All vehicles transporting friable materials such a sand, rubble etc must be covered by a tarpaulin or wet down. 
 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
 Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  which can give rise to potentially 
significant impacts 

Indirect Impact: Negative effects on human health  

Cumulative impacts: Reduced air quality in the vicinity of the development 

 
 
          Impact 5: Groundwater Contamination 

Nature: Impacts on ground water 
Description: Groundwater contamination will occur due to construction activities. Such as storage of hydrocarbons on used for construction 
on site, possible leaks from construction vehicles and machinery 
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Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance without mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
Medium 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity Medium 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes   

Proposed Mitigation: 
 

 Construction vehicles are to be maintained in good working order, to reduce the probability of leakage of fuels and lubricants. 

 All cement mixing must occur on impervious surfaces and within controlled bermed areas. 

 Oil residue must be treated with oil absorbent such as Drizit or similar and this material removed to a licensed waste disposal site. 

 Contractor/s must provide regularly serviced portable chemical toilets for construction workers at a distance no more than 200 m from 
the place of construction. 

 No materials may be discharged from the construction camps. 
 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
 Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  which can give rise to potentially 
significant impacts 

Indirect Impact: Negative effects on human health for people that utilise ground water resources 

Cumulative impacts: Reduced underground water quality  

 
 
          Impact 6: Social-Economics Impact 
 

Nature: Social upliftment and community benefits: creation of employment and business opportunities during the construction 
phase. 
Description: The estimated capital expenditure associated with the project would be R12, 000,000. The construction phase is expected to 
extend over a period of 3 to 6 months, and create approximately 30 direct construction-related employment opportunities. Of these some will 
be skilled personnel (engineers, and management), semi-skilled personnel (construction workers, drivers) and low skilled personnel 
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(labourers, security personnel etc). 
Experience from construction projects is that contractors usually make use of their skilled and semi- skilled staff, also the skills profile in the 
district is low, due to low level of education. The direct employment for members from any nearby local community may therefore for these 
reasons be limited. Nevertheless the creation of local employment maybe enhanced by hiring local contractors. In general the development 
will create business opportunities for the region and local economy 

Criteria Without Enhancement With Enhancement Status 

Extent Local-Regional  Low Medium Positive 

Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity N/A 

Can impact be enhanced Yes 

Proposed Enhancement:  
Where reasonable and practical Auburn Avenue Trading (Pty) Ltd should appoint local contractors and implement a (local first) policy 
especially for semi-skilled and low skilled job categories 

Indirect Impact: Potential impact on family structures and social networks  

Cumulative impacts: Improved skills levels in the area.  

 
 

Indirect Impact: Potential impact on family structures and social networks associated with the presence of construction workers. 
 
Description: While the presence of construction workers does not in itself constitute a social impact, the manner in which construction 
workers conduct themselves can have an impact on the local communities. 
The most significant indirect negative impact is associated with the disruption of the existing family structures and social networks. This risk is 
linked with potentially risky behaviours of male construction workers, including: 

 an increase in alcohol and drug use 

 an increase of crime levels 

 an increase in prostitution and  

 an increase in sexually transmitted diseases 
The project will provide  approximately 30 direct employment opportunities for a period of 3-6months as indicated above, the direct 
employment from the local community is likely to be limited to semiskilled and low skilled opportunities. The potential risk to local community 
will be mitigated by the relatively small number of construction workers. The potential risk to local community is therefore considered a 
significant issue.   
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Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local   
Medium 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Short term for 

community as a 
whole and long 
term for 
individuals who 
may be affected 
with STDs, HIV 
AIDS, etc  

Reversibility Irreversible  

Probability Definite  

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity Low for 
community as a 
whole very high 
for individuals who 
may be infected 
with STDs, HIV 
Aids, etc 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes to some degree but the risk cannot be eliminated 

Proposed Mitigation:   

 Where possible Auburn Avenue Trading (Pty) Ltd and contractor(s) should appoint local contractors and implement a “locals first” 
policy especially for semi-skilled and low skilled job categories 

 Auburn Avenue Trading (Pty) Ltd and the contractor(s) should develop a code of conduct for the construction phase, the code should 
identify which types of behaviour, and activities are not acceptable. 

 Auburn Avenue Trading (Pty) Ltd and the contractor(s) should implement an HIV/AIDS awareness program of all construction workers 
at the outset of the construction phase. 

 The movement of construction workers on and off the site should be closely managed and monitored by contractors  
With the exception of security personnel no construction workers should be accommodated on the site overnight 

Indirect Impact: See cumulative impacts 

Cumulative: Impact on family and community relations that may in some cases persist for a long time 

 



LEDET BA Report, EIA 2010: Project Name: Groblersdal Extension 34 Industrial Development    -     53     

 
          Impact 6: Impacts on Local Roads and Traffic (Construction Phase) 

Nature of impact: Traffic will be congested as a result of construction activities. 
Description: During construction there will be a noticeable increase in heavy vehicles utilising the road to the development site that may 
cause to the very least, a backlog of traffic to other road users (N11) and landowners in the area. 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local   
High 

 
Medium 

 
Negative Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Definite 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity Medium 

Can impacts be 
mitigated 

Partially 

Proposed Mitigation: 
 

 Vehicular movement beyond the property boundaries may not occur during peak hour traffic times (07h30 – 08h30 and 16h00 – 
17h00). 

 It must be ensured that a backlog of traffic does not develop at the access points during peak hours through the upgrade to the road 
system and the implementation of an efficient and effective access control system. 

 Speed restriction of 20km/h must be implemented for all construction vehicles. 

 All vehicles should be road worthy and drivers must be qualified and made aware of the potential road safety issues and need for strict 
road limits 

 
See an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect impacts: N/A 

Cumulative impacts: Traffic congestion in the area  
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          Impact 7: Visual Impact of Construction on Visual Receptors (Construction Phase) 

Nature of impact: Potential visual impact of construction on visual receptors in close proximity to the proposed development. 
 
Description: Stockpiled materials; workforce; and construction sites will result in potential visual impact. This impact is likely to be of High 
significance and can be moderated to medium with proper mitigation measures in place 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
High 
 
 

 
Medium 
 
 

 
Negative Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Definite 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity Medium 

Can this impact be mitigated Yes   

Proposed Mitigation: 
 

 Ensure that no litter, refuse, waste, rubbish, rubble, debris and builders wastes generated on the premises be placed, dumped or 
deposited on adjacent or surrounding properties including road verges, roads or public places and open spaces during or after the 
construction period. All waste/litter/rubbish etc must be disposed of at an approved dumping site as approved by the Council. 

 No wastes may remain on the construction site for more than two weeks. 

 Supply sufficient garbage bins throughout the site and empty regularly. 

 Ensure good housekeeping is implemented at all times. 

 Keep the property neat and litter free at all times and maintain the landscaped areas. 

 The buildings that are to be erected should be aesthetically pleasing and blend into the area as far as possible 

 Indigenous vegetation should be used to create habitats that attract the natural fauna in the area as far as possible  

 Advertising on the site must be in accordance with South African Manual for Outdoor Advertising Control (SAMOAC).  

 The Construction camp must be contained to be preventing any visual intrusion and be kept in a clean and orderly state at all times. 

 The buildings facades and roof should preferably be painted or finished with natural earth tones. 

 Be sensitive towards the use of glass and metal in building designs as to avoid glare from the shiny surfaces to disturb adjacent 
residents. 

 When vertical structures or surfaces are lit such as building facades or signs, direct the light downwards. 

 Landscaping should be maintained. 
 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
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 Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect Impact:  Visual nuisance and also attraction of undesirable flies and air pollution can result especially from rotten waste 

Cumulative impacts:   N/A 

 
 
           Impact 8 – Ecology (Loss of Fauna) (Construction Phase) 

Nature of impact: Loss of Fauna 
Description: There is no anticipated impact on Red or Orange Data species within and around the site 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance without mitigation Status 

Extent Local   
Low 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Improbable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Low 

Intensity  Low 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes 

 
Proposed Mitigation:  
 
No killing of fauna will be allowed on site 
 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect impacts: None  

Cumulative impacts: None 
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         2.3 IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE OPERATIONAL PHASE (Alternative layout 1) 
 
          Impact 1: Visual Impacts and Aesthetics (Operational Phase) 

Nature of impact: Potential visual impacts of the proposed development on visual character and landscape 
 
Description: In terms of visual character and landscape, the proposed site is not a pristine site in the sense that there are some development 
already on site, such as the paprika manufacturing, packaging, and storage plant, a fertilizer manufacturing plant, a race track and the DLU 
hall. However the  inclusion of the alternative layout 1 (double storey) will have a  high significant impact on the visual character and 
landscape as the proposed site will be clustered, and the (alternative layout 1) will not blend with the current developments on site even after 
mitigation.  

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
High 

 
Medium 

 
Negative Duration Long term 

Reversibility Permanent 

Probability Definite 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity Medium 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Partially 

Proposed Mitigation: 

 Indigenous vegetation should be retained 

 Advertising on the site must be in accordance with South African Manual for Outdoor Advertising Control (SAMOAC).  

 The buildings facades and roof should preferably be painted or finished with natural earth tones. 

 When vertical structures or surfaces are lit such as building facades or signs, direct the light downwards. 

 Landscaping should be maintained. 

 The general appearance of the site should be maintained as a whole 
 

See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect Impact:    None 
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Cumulative impacts:   Change in landscape 

 
 
          Impact 2: Noise (Operational Phase) 

Nature: Noise impact during operation 
Description: Noise impact might occur during the operational period due to agricultural components being transported to site and customer 
vehicles accessing the site. The noise impact will be temporal only during working hours of the business. 
However the proposed development will be too far from any potentially Noise-Sensitive Receptors to pose any significant risk of a noise 
disturbance being created by either the operation phase of the development 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
Low 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Short term 

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Improbable 

Magnitude N/A 

Intensity Low 

Can impact be mitigated Yes 

Mitigation: 

 Vehicular movement beyond the property boundaries may not occur during peak hour traffic times (07h30 – 08h30 and 16h00 – 17h00). 

 It must be ensured that a backlog of traffic does not develop at the access points during peak hours through the implementation of an 
efficient and effective access control system. 

 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
 Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect impacts: N/A 

Cumulative impacts: N/A  

 
 
          Impact 3: Ecology (Alien Invasion) (Operational phase)  

Nature: Establishment and spread of declared weeds and alien invader plants. 
Description: Disturbance of the current habitat due to the establishment of the proposed development will exacerbate the proliferation of the 
alien invader plants which have already establishment on site. 
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Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance without mitigation Status 

Extent Site  
Medium 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Short term  

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

Medium 

Status  Medium 

Can impact be 
mitigated 

Yes 

Mitigation: 

 Clear all alien vegetation from the site 

 Ongoing, alien invasive vegetation control measures, minimising disturbance and dumping of refuse anyhow. 

 Minimal disturbance of the landscape should be observed and also waste should not be dumped carelessly on site 
 
See also an EMPr which has been prepared to accompany this Basic Assessment report. It is specifying the methods and procedures for 
managing the environmental aspects of the proposed development. 
 
Monitoring requirements will also be detailed with the plan, particularly for those environmental aspects  with give rise to potentially significant 
impacts 

Indirect impacts: Change in habitat, increased frequency of veld fires, change in hydrology may occur due to alien invader plants 

Cumulative impacts: Habitat fragmentation 
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         Impact 4: Impacts on Traffic and Local Roads (Operational Phase) 
 

Nature: Traffic congestion 
Description: The probability of occurrence of traffic congestion on the main road (N11) might occur with the frequent moving in and out of 
vehicles and trucks transportation agricultural components to the development and customers coming in to buy agricultural products. 
 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
Low 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Long term 

Reversibility Irreversible 

Probability Probable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity Low 

Can impact be enhanced Yes 

Proposed Mitigation measures:  

 Vehicular movement beyond the property boundaries may not occur during peak hour traffic times (07h30 – 08h30 and 16h00 – 
17h00). 

 It must be ensured that a backlog of traffic does not develop at the access points during peak hours through the implementation of an 
efficient and effective access control system. 

 

Indirect Impact: None 

Cumulative impacts: Backlog of traffic along the N11 
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         Impact 5: Groundwater Contamination (Operational Phase) 
 

Nature: Water pollution 
Description: Groundwater contamination due to leaks from vehicles that access the site. 
 

Criteria Significance without mitigation Significance with mitigation Status 

Extent Local  
Low 

 
Low 

 
Neutral Duration Short term 

Reversibility Short term 

Probability Improbable 

Irreplaceable loss of 
Resources 

N/A 

Intensity Low 

Can impact be enhanced Yes 

Proposed Mitigation measures:  
Mitigation: 

 1. Transportation vehicles are to be maintained in good working order, to avoid the probability of leakages of fuels and lubricants. 

 2. If leaks occur, oil residue must be treated with oil absorbent such as Drizit or similar and this material removed to a licensed waste 
disposal site. 

 3. Spill kits must be available on site for such incidences.   

 4. Drip trays (minimum of 10cm deep) are to be placed under all vehicles if they stand for more than 3 hours.  - The surface area of the 
drip trays will be dependent on the vehicle and must be large enough to catch any hydrocarbons that may leak from the vehicle while 
standing.  

 

Indirect Impact: N/A 

Cumulative impacts: N/A 
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         2.6 IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE DECOMMISSIONG PHASE (Proposal and alternative 1) 

During the decommissioning and closure phase the environmental and social impact are not different from those of the construction 
phase already indicated in the above tables 

 
 

3.  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
        Taking the assessment of potential impacts into account, please provide an environmental impact statement that summarises the impact that  

        the proposed activity and its alternatives may have on the environment after the management and mitigation of impacts have been taken 

         into account, with specific reference to types of impact, duration of impacts, likelihood of potential impacts actually occurring and the significance  

         of impacts.  

 

          Summary of Assessment of Proposed and Alternative 1 (Similarities) 

The potential impacts of the proposed Agricultural warehousing development were identified through a site visit, the Environmental 
Assessment Practitioners experience, and expertise in the field and specialist studies that were undertaken. 
 
In this draft Basic Assessment Report, the potential impacts are broadly identified and outlined. An assessment of the potential impacts is 
provided, identifying the impacts that are potentially significant and recommending management and mitigation measures to reduce the 
impacts. 
 
The impacts identified during the Basic Assessment are briefly summarized as follows” 
 

 Groundwater impacts (proposed and alternative 1) 
 
For both proposed and alternative 1, this impact will only be significant during the construction phase; however the impact significance for 
both can be reduced from medium to low with proper mitigation measures. During the operational phase the overall significant impact of 
this impact is considered very low  
 

 Establishment and spread of declared weeds and alien invader plants (proposed and alternative 1) 
Disturbance of the current habitat due to the establishment of the proposed development will exacerbate the proliferation of the alien 
invader plants which have already establishment on site. The overall significant impact of this impact is considered medium and can be 
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reduced to low with mitigation measures  
 

 

 Dust impact (proposed and alternative 1) 
For both proposed and alternative 1, this impact will only be significant during the construction phase; of which the impact significance for 
both can be reduced from medium to low with proper mitigation measures. During the operational phase the overall significant impact of 
this impact is considered very low.  
 

 Impacts on traffic and local roads (proposed and alternative 1) 
 
There is a potential for anticipated traffic congestion during the construction phase for both the proposed layout and alternative 1 layout. 
The impact is of medium significance and the impact will remain medium even with mitigation however the impact will be of short term and 
localised during the operational phase the impact will drastically reduce to low. 
 

 Heritage and cultural  impacts  (proposed and alternative 1) 
 
No heritage and cultural sites were identified during the survey. The overall significant impact of this impact is considered very low. 
However, potential to expose heritage and cultural features beneath the earth surface during construction exists. These would be of high 
significance, if they were discovered during construction. If this happens operations must be stopped and a qualified archaeologist be 
contacted for an assessment of the find. 

 

 Soil erosion ( proposed and alternative 1) 
The overall significant impact of this impact is considered moderate and will be reduced to lower impact with the application of mitigation 
measures for the proposed layout. 
 

 Ecology  (loss of vegetation) ( proposed and alternative 1) 
 Potential ecological impacts may include loss of existing vegetation cover.The overall significant impact of this impact is considered 
moderate and will be reduced to lower impact with the application of mitigation measures. The site falls outside the regional centres of 
endemism in the province therefore no plant species of conservation concern on site is likely to be impacted by the development footprint 
as the vegetation on site is of low importance value.  
 

 Ecology (loss of fauna) (proposed and alternative 1) 
There is no anticipated impact on Red or Orange Data species within and around the site. The overall significant impact of this impact is 
considered very low 
 

 Visual impact of construction on visual receptors (proposed and alternative 1) 
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Stockpiled materials; workforce and construction sites will result in potential visual impact. This impact is likely to be of high significance 
and can be moderated to medium. 
 

 Social economic impact (proposed and alternative 1) 
 
The key social issues identified during the construction phase include 
 

 Creation of employment and business opportunities (positive) 

 Economic Growth within Groblersdal town  (positive) 

 Influx of construction workers employed on the project (negative),  

 increased risk of theft (negative), 

 increased risk of veld fires due to construction activities (negative),  

 Increased  construction traffic (negative),  

 Health and safety risk (negative), 

 Increase noise and dust (negative) 
 
The overall impact significant of these impacts is considered moderate, however all negative impacts highlighted above can be reduced to 
lower significance with implementation of mitigation measures specified in this report 
 

 

 

     

          Summary of Assessment of Proposed and Alternative 1 (Differences) 

It must be noted that due to the high degree of similarities between the alternatives assessed the impacts that may arise from the proposed 
development (preferred) and Alternative 1 are not significantly different from one another. As outlined in the environmental impact 
statement above, the overall impacts are similar but differ in terms of the design layout, visual impact, and financial costs which are further 
outlined below. 
 

 Design layout (proposed and alternative 1) 
The proposed layout 1 consists of single storey buildings whereas the alternative layout 1 consists of double storey buildings. 
 

 Visual impact (proposed and alternative 1) 
From the visual point of view alternative 1 is undesirable in the sense that Groblersdal is a small rural area, generally rural farmlands are 
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associated with normal single storey buildings which are normally aesthetically appealing and acceptable however, a double storey 
(alternative 1) will result in a visual impact which will change from high to medium after mitigation as compared to a single storey building 
(proposed layout) whose impacts can be effectively mitigated from medium to low significance. 
 

 Costs  (proposed and alternative 1) 
Also when taking financial costs into consideration, it is much more expensive to construct double storey buildings as compared to single 
storey buildings 
 
In conclusion, the Impact Assessment section of this report indicates that the most significant environmental impacts associated with the 
proposed (layout 1) can be effectively mitigated to have a low significance impact rating as compared to the alternative layout 1. 
 
It is the opinion of Envirolution Consulting (Pty) Ltd that the proposed (layout 1) be authorised based on this impact assessment. 

 

       No-go alternative (compulsory) 

The impacts that will result from the no go alternative include: 

 The social economic status will remain the same. However this cannot be seen as a positive impacts as the proposed 
development will provide jobs opportunities for the local community during the construction phase 

 The current land use will persist, with much of it lying fallow and the possibility of  it being encroached with illegal settlements 
(informal houses) 

 The inability of Auburn Avenue Trading (Pty) Ltd to be able to provide its clients (farmers) with an easy access of the agricultural 
items they require. 

 Establishment and spread of alien invasive plants will continue as there will be no maintenance of the environment 

 

 

 

 
For more alternatives please continue as alternative D, E, etc. 
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SECTION E. RECOMMENDATION OF PRACTITIONER 
 

Is the information contained in this report and the documentation attached 
hereto sufficient to make a decision in respect of the activity applied for (in the 
view of the environmental assessment practitioner)? 
 

Yes√ NO 

 
If “NO”, indicate the aspects that should be assessed further as part of a Scoping and EIA process before a 
decision can be made (list the aspects that require further assessment): 
 

 
 
 

 
If “YES”, please list any recommended conditions, including mitigation measures that should be considered for 
inclusion in any authorisation that may be granted by the department in respect of the application: 
 

 

 The construction activities and relevant rehabilitation of disturbed areas should be monitored against the 
approved environmental management plan, environmental authorisation and all other relevant 
environmental legislation 

 

  The EMPr for this application is made a binding document for the contractors and managers on site. (See 
Appendix F for the EMPr.) 

 

 Disturbance of natural vegetation should be kept to a minimum, where disturbance is unavoidable, 
disturbed areas should be rehabilitated as quickly as possible 
 

 Unnecessary disturbance of surrounding natural vegetation must be avoided when clearing for the 
proposed development. The disturbance must be contained to the footprint of the development. 
 

 Removal of invasive alien vegetation must be removed from site on a regular basis by physical or 
mechanical means 
 

 If concentration of archeological heritage  material and human remains or fossils are uncovered during 
construction phase all work in that area must cease immediately and be reported to the South African 
Heritage Agency (SAHRA) so that systematic and professional investigation/excavation can be 
undertaken. 
 

 On decommissioning all the agricultural warehousing and all associated facilities not required for the post 
rehabilitation use of the site should be removed and all disturbed areas appropriately rehabilitated. An 
ecologist should be consulted to give input into rehabilitation specifications 
 

 Where possible the developer should make it a requirement for contractors to implement a “local’s first 
policy” for construction jobs specifically the semi-skilled and low skilled job categories. 
 

 All mitigation measures detailed within the EMPr (Appendix F) must be implemented. 
 

 All disturbed areas must be rehabilitated with indigenous vegetation after construction to prevent spread 
of alien invasive species. 
 

 The Construction camp must be located on areas that are already disturbed. 
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 Although the natural grassland is transformed, the construction activities must not extend beyond the 
development site foot print. 
 

 Public safety be considered during planning and construction 
 

 
Is an EMPr attached? 

 
Yes√ 

 
NO 

The EMPr must be attached as Appendix F. 
 
 
 
 

SECTION F: APPENDIXES 
 
The following appendixes must be attached as appropriate: 
 
Appendix A:  Locality Maps 
 
Appendix B:  Photographs 
 
Appendix C:  Facility illustration(s) 

  C1: Proposed layout plan  
  C2: Alternative 1- layout plan,  

 
Appendix D:  Specialist reports 
    D1: Geotechnical specialist report  
   D2: Ecology specialist report  
   D2: Archaeological specialist report  
 
Appendix E: Comments and responses report 
   E1: Proof of site notices 

  E2: Newspaper Advertisement 
  E3: Knock and Drop Register 

   E4: Interested and Affected Parties Database 
     E5: Correspondences to and from I&APs 
  
Appendix F: Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) 
 
Appendix G: Other information 
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SECTION G: DECLARATION BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER  
 
    

 
I,                             declare that I – 

(a) act as the independent environmental practitioner in this application; 

(b) do not have and will not have any financial interest in the undertaking of the activity, other than remuneration for 

work performed in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010; 

(c) do not have and will not have a vested interest in the proposed activity proceeding; 

(d) have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity; 

(e) undertake to disclose, to the competent authority, any material information that has or may have the potential to 

influence the decision of the competent authority or the objectivity of any report, plan or document required in 

terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006; 

(f) will ensure that information containing all relevant facts in respect of the application is distributed or made 

available to interested and affected parties and the public and that participation by interested and affected 

parties is facilitated in such a manner that all interested and affected parties will be provided with a reasonable 

opportunity to participate and to provide comments on documents that are produced to support the application; 

(g) will ensure that the comments of all interested and affected parties are considered and recorded in reports that 

are submitted to the Department in respect of the application, provided that comments that are made by 

interested and affected parties in respect of a final report that will be submitted to the Department may be 

attached to the report without further amendment to the report; 

(h) will keep a register of all interested and affected parties that participated in a public participation process;  and 

(i) will provide the Department with access to all information at my disposal regarding the application, whether 

such information is favourable to the applicant or not. 

 

 

 

Signature of the Environmental Assessment Practitioner: 
 
 

Name of company:  
 
 

Date: 
 
 

KarthiGesan Govender 


