
From: KSEMS
To: "krish.govender@actom.co.za"
Bcc: "Chevy Smith"
Subject: Confirmation of attendance for uShukela Highway Development (DEA Ref No: 12/12/20/2013) meeting
Date: 13 October 2010 11:15:00 AM
Attachments: uShukela Highway BID.pdf

Dear Krish,

 

As per our conversation earlier the email below was sent to you last week. If you could

attend the public meeting tonight that would be great.

 

Apologies, once again for the glitch with the email.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Chevy Smith

 

 

Dear Interested and Affected Party,

 

Please note that a public meeting for the uShukela Highway Development (DEA Ref No:

12/12/20/2013) will be held on the 13th of October 2010 at the Tongaat Town Hall at 17h30.

The Background Information Document is attached for your perusal.

 

Should you be unavailable for the meeting, you are welcome to forward your comments (via

email or fax) throughout the EIA process for consideration. All I & AP comments will be

included in the draft reports.

 

Should you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Chevy Smith

 

 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc

4 Woodville Lane off Hawkstone Road, Summerveld, Assagay

Postal     P.O. Box 396; Gillitts; 3603

Phone     031 7691578

Fax         031 7691579

Website www.ksems.co.za

 
This message may contain information which is confidential or private in nature, some or all  of which may be

subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, use, distribute, copy or act in

reliance of this message or are any file which may be attached. If you have received this message in error,

please notify the sender immediately by e-mail, facsimile or telephone and thereafter return and/or delete it

from your system. Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc accepts no liability (to the fullest

extent permitted by law) for opinions, conclusions and other information in this message which do not relate to

its official business. This message was scanned for viruses before being sent. However, the recipient should

also scan this e-mail and any attached files for viruses and the like. Neither Kerry Seppings Environmental

Management Specialists cc nor the sender accepts any responsibility or liability for viruses or loss, damage or

expense resulting from the access of this e-mail or any files which are attached hereto. Please note that Kerry

Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc reserves the right to monitor e-mails sent or received. 
 
Please think of the environment before printing out this email.
 

mailto:kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
mailto:krish.govender@actom.co.za
mailto:chevy.ksems@telkomsa.net
http://www.ksems.co.za/
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Project Title:     uShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development.  
 
 
Application Type:    Scoping & EIA (DEA Ref No: 12/12/20/2013) 
 
Competent Authority: National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA)  
 
Location of Activity:    Tongaat, eThekwini Municipality, KwaZulu-Natal 
 
Contact in Order to Register as an I & AP: Jean Delo 
      Fax: 031 769 1578 
      Tel: 031 769 1579 
      kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net 
 
Environmental Consultants for Project: Kerry Stanton, Chevy Smith and Manogrie Chetty 
 
Applicant: Tongaat Hulett Developments (THD) and Dube TradePort (DTP) 
 
Release Date:     22nd September 2010 
 


 
 


 
 


Background Information Document 
 


The purpose of this document is to serve as a background information document intended to inform I & APs of the project as well as to 
provide information on the roles and responsibilities of registered I & APs. This document does not serve to provide detailed information 
on the potential impacts of the proposal which will be described in the scoping report. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The Dube Aerotropolis will promote economic growth for the province and is one of the Province’s major 
development priorities.  The developments within the airport boundary will provide the backbone to this global 
logistics platform and will be supported by growth and development within the Aerotropolis area.  The uShukela 
Highway Business and Office park Development is one of these development opportunities located just north of the 
airport near the town of Tongaat but within the Aerotropolis boundary (Figure 1).   
 
The greater Tongaat region located just north of the King Shaka International Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, 
been identified for new housing, economic and employment opportunities. The uShukela Highway Development 
proposal aims to unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute to the Dube Aerotropolis development plans. 
The proposed project is a joint venture between a private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) and a 
government body (Dube TradePort). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Location of uShukela Highway Development within the Dube Aerotropolis. 
 
THE PROPOSAL 
The site is strategically situated next to the KSIA airport, N2, uShukela Highway and the town of Tongaat and with 
good visibility and accessibility to the major road networks.  This offers a wide range of opportunities from a 
potential expansion of the TradeZone to Business Park and Service Industrial opportunities, commercial as well as 
office park opportunities. The proposal is to develop, in support of the KSIA, industrial and manufacturing 
opportunities, business parks, warehousing and service industrial opportunities together with offices and retail 
opportunities. There are also opportunities for the creation of a “Brain Port” which can be viewed as a hub of a high 
technology region with a network of companies, knowledge centres and service industries. It would rely on 
intensive and innovative co-operation amongst organisations in the sharing and developing of new ideas, concepts 
and technologies that lead to new inventions, production and sale of innovative products, services, systems and 
machines.  
 
The proposed development will create exciting opportunities for the growth and development of Tongaat through 
new investment, economic and employment opportunities. 
 
It is noted that the development has infrastructural implications in regard to water, sewer and electricity although 
the eThekwini Municipality are in the process of constructing a new Electrical Sub-station and new Water Reservoir 
which will provide the development with services. From a wastewater perspective, work is currently being done in 
regard to what options are available and the implications of these options. 
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Site Description, Location and Potential Environmental Issues 
 


 
Figure 2: uShukela Highway Development with surrounding land use. 
 
The site is situated approximately 40km north of the Durban CBD within the eThekwini Municipality. It is located 
adjacent to Tongaat town and just north of the KSIA and is accessed directly off the existing uShukela Highway 
(old Watson Highway – main road to Tongaat).   The uShukela Highway Development (is approximately 137ha in 
extent). The site is owned by Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube Trade Port and comprises of the following 
properties: 
 Rem of Lot 77 No. 1523 
 Rem of Sub 18 (of 5) of the Farm Klip Fontein No. 922 
 Rem of Sub 3 of the Farm Klip Fontein No. 922 
 Rem of Sub 8 of Lot 49 No. 862 
 Sub 11 (of 3) of the Farm Klip Fontein No. 922 
 
The site is currently unzoned and is being used for commercial sugar cane farming. Gravel cane access tracks 
service the area with few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. The site comprises of gently rolling hills with 
flatter/planar topography. Most of the drainage lines within the site boundary have been altered for farming 
practices. The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane plantations; east by the N2; the south by the KSIA airport 
and north by the uShukela Highway. 
 
The site has been significantly transformed for agricultural purposes and therefore does not contain much 
vegetation of conservation significance.   It is likely at this stage that environmental issues for investigation in the 
scoping and EIA will focus around the drainage lines and stormwater run-off from the proposed development as 
well as cumulative impacts thereof.  Noise impacts from KSIA will also need to be considered.  As the site is 
included in the Dube Aerotropolis the EIA will consider environmental investigations prepared for the Aerotropolis 
such as the proposed Open Space System. 
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N 







 4


THE DEVELOPERS 
THD and DTP have partnered in the planning of the uShukela Highway development.  The land proposed for 
development is owned in entirety by THD and DTP and both parties individually own and have developed various 
other properties in the vicinity of KSIA.   
 
Who is Tongaat Hulett Developments?  
Tongaat Hulett is an agri-processing business which includes the integrated components of land management, 
property development and agriculture. The company’s development arm has established a reputation for 
excellence as one of South Africa’s leading private land developers, having planned and developed more than 
2000ha of serviced land for residential, commercial, industrial, resort and mixed-use purposes. In collaboration with 
key stakeholders, the company is uniquely positioned to take on projects on a massive scale. 


They are committed to uncovering and implementing global best practices, with the aim of creating relevant, holistic 
environments in which we can all live, work, play, pray and learn within our fair share of the Earth’s resources. 


Who is Dube TradePort? 
The Dube TradePort is a strategic and critical infrastructural investment development which aims to serve as a 
major catalyst for economic growth in KwaZulu-Natal and South Africa. The Dube TradePort Company (DTPC) (a 
Section 21 company) was established by provincial government as a special purpose vehicle to facilitate the 
development of world class aviation linked export platform which will serve as a catalyst for sustainable job creation 
and private sector investment. The Dube TradePort is a long term master planned development phased over the 
next 60 years, as the single largest strategic infrastructure development in KwaZulu-Natal that will impact on local, 
provincial, national, regional and international global supply chains. 
The key objectives of the Dube TradePort include: 


 The facilitation of new inter-continental air services; 
 Support for and enablement of new export supply chains, including high-value manufacturing; 
 Support for and the strengthening of the tourism and perishable goods sectors; 
 The establishment of an electronic trading platform; and 
 The stimulation of private sector investment 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 5


 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
In order to determine the overall environmental feasibility of the proposal, an Environmental Impact Assessment is 
required (EIA) as per the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), (as amended) and 
the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2010.  It is a planning and management tool for sustainable 
development and aims to inform decision-makers about the potential environmental, physical, biological and socio-
economic effects of the proposed project.  This allows relevant authorities and decision-makers to provide an 
Environmental Authorisation (EA) either authorising or rejecting the proposal.  The EIA process allows for 
significant participation by parties who are either interested in or potentially affected by the proposed 
activity.  This notice forms part of public participation process aimed at encouraging I & APs to register for 
the process.  


The relevant activities Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort have applied for are summarised in 
Table 1 below. 


Table 1: Activities Applied For By THD and DTP 
 


Activities applied for: 
Indicate the 
number and 
date of the 
relevant notice: 


Activity No (s) (in 
terms of the 
relevant notice) : 


Describe each listed activity: 


Government 
Notice No. 545 
of 18th June 
2010 


15. The proposed site is 137ha of undeveloped land. It is the 
applicants’ intent to develop the area for the purpose of light 
industry, warehousing, business park, retail, trade zone and 
offices.  


Government 
Notice No. 545 
of 18th June 
2010 


3. The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the storage, or 
storage and handling of a dangerous good, where such storage 
occurs in containers with a combined capacity of more than 500 
cubic metres. 


Government 
Notice No. 545 
of 18th June 
2010 


8. Infrastructure relating to electrical distribution* 
  


Government 
Notice No. 545 
of 18th June 
2010 


18. Multiple access roads will be required to service the proposed 
development. * 


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


9. Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and management of 
sewage will be required. * 
  


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


10. Infrastructure relating to electrical distribution* 
  


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


22. Multiple access roads will be required to service the proposed 
development. * 


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


11.  The proposed development may require the construction of bulk 
stormwater outlet structures and/or infrastructure within 32 
metres of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a 
watercourse. * 
 


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


18. Infilling, depositing of any material of more than 5 cubic metres 
into a watercourse. * 
  


Government 
Notice No. 544 


37. Expansion of infrastructure for the bulk transportation of water, 
sewage or stormwater. * 
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of 18th June 
2010 


  


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


38. Expansion of infrastructure for the distribution of electricity. * 
  


 
* These triggers will be confirmed during the scoping phase of the process. 
 
The EIA Process: 
 
The EIA process that will be followed is as follows: 


- An application form has been submitted to the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) on the 
19th August 2010 and DEA EIA Ref No (12/12/20/2013) has been allocated to the project.   


- The application will be advertised in local and regional newspapers, and notices will be placed around the 
site. Notices will be handed out to adjacent neighbours on the boundary of the site. 


- A scoping report and plan of study for EIA will be produced detailing impacts to be investigated and 
possible mitigation measures to manage impacts. This will be made accessible to all registered I &APs and 
to the authorities for comment and review. 


- I & APs will be requested to provide comment within 40 days.  All comments received will be included in a 
final scoping report which will be submitted to DEA for approval.  DEA will either approve or reject the 
scoping report. 


- If approved, Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc (KSEMS) will proceed with the EIR 
which will also be submitted to all I &APs and authorities for review. This report will assess the impacts 
identified during scoping and assess mitigation measures. 


- Once the 40 day comment period has ended the final report and all comments received will be submitted to 
DEA. 


- DEA have 60 days after acknowledging receipt of the report to accept the EIR and a further 45 days to 
provide an Environmental Authorisation approving or rejecting the proposal. 


 
 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTIONER 
About KSEMS cc 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc (KSEMS cc) is an established environmental 
management consultancy which has been based in KZN since 1998.  
 
We are one of the leading environmental management consultancies in KZN and have clients throughout southern 
Africa. Kerry Stanton has also achieved certification through the Environmental Assessment Practitioners of South 
Africa and is therefore EAPSA Certified.  
 
Kerry Stanton (Director) is EAPSA certified and is a member of the IAIASA. As such we uphold the professional, 
moral and ethical obligations of these bodies in ensuring that we operate as an independent body in the 
assessment of environmental impacts of any project in which we are involved.  
 
Any Persons Interested In This Project Should Register As An Interested And Affected Party In Order To 
Receive Information And Comment On The Proposal 
 
You are invited to register with: 
Jean Delo 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc 
Phone 031 769 1578  
Fax 031 769 1579 
e-mail kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net 
 
By registering for the process, your name will be included in the register of I & APs and you will be notified of 
meetings and availability of reports for comment. You will be able to offer comments or queries on any written 
submission or information provided which will be included in the reports that will be distributed to the authorities. 
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EXCERPT TAKEN FROM NEMA EIA REGULATIONS DESIGNATING RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
REGISTERED INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES 
 
Registered interested and affected parties entitled to comment on submissions 
58. 
 (1) A registered interested and affected party is entitled to comment, in writing, on all written submissions made to 
the competent authority by the applicant or the EAP managing an application, and to bring to the attention of the 
competent authority any issues which that party believes may be of significance to the consideration of the 
application, provided that – 
(a) comments are submitted within – (i) the timeframes that have been approved or set by the competent authority; 
or 
(ii) any extension of a timeframe agreed to by the applicant or EAP; 
(b) a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent authority is served on the applicant or EAP; and 
(c) the interested and affected party discloses any direct business, financial, personal or other interest which that 
party may have in the approval or refusal of the application. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


The lead consultant on this project is Kerry Stanton.   
She can be contacted on 013 769 1578 or 083 823 1844 







From: Muhammad Dada
To: KSEMS
Subject: Re: Notification of Application for Environmental Authorization uShukela Highway Development (DEA Ref

No: 12/12/20/2013)
Date: 08 October 2010 08:59:26 AM

Hi Jean

 
Please note that I will attaend the meeting scheduled for 13/10/2010

 
Regards

 
Muhammad Dada

 
 

----- Original Message -----

From: KSEMS

To: 'Muhammad Dada'

Sent: Thursday, October 07, 2010 1:21 PM

Subject: RE: Notification of Application for Environmental Authorization uShukela Highway

Development (DEA Ref No: 12/12/20/2013)

Dear Muhammad

 

Thank you for your response.  We will register you as an Interested and Affected Party for the

above mentioned project.

Please note that a public meeting will be held on the 13th of October 2010 at the Tongaat Town

Hall at 17h30. The Background Information Document is attached for your perusal. Please

confirm your attendance by no later than Friday 8th October 2010, by 12h00.

Should you be unavailable for the meeting, you are welcome to forward your comments (via

email or fax) throughout the EIA process for consideration. All I & AP comments will be included

in the draft reports.

Should you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind Regards

 

Jean Delo 
 

 

Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc

4 Woodville Lane off Hawkstone Road, Summerveld, Assagay

Postal     P.O. Box 396; Gillitts; 3603

Phone     031 7691578

Fax         031 7691579

Website www.ksems.co.za

 
This message may contain information which is confidential or private in nature, some or all  of which may be subject

to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, use, distribute, copy or act in reliance of

this message or are any file which may be attached. If you have received this message in error, please notify the

sender immediately by e-mail, facsimile or telephone and thereafter return and/or delete it from your system. Kerry

Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc accepts no liability (to the fullest extent permitted by law) for

opinions, conclusions and other information in this message which do not relate to its official business. This

message was scanned for viruses before being sent. However, the recipient should also scan this e-mail and any

attached files for viruses and the like. Neither Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc nor the

sender accepts any responsibility or liability for viruses or loss, damage or expense resulting from the access of this

e-mail or any files which are attached hereto. Please note that Kerry Seppings Environmental Management

Specialists cc reserves the right to monitor e-mails sent or received. 

mailto:mdada@mailbox.co.za
mailto:kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
mailto:kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
mailto:mdada@mailbox.co.za
blocked::http://www.ksems.co.za/


 
Please think of the environment before printing out this email.

< U1:ADDRESS>size=2 width="100%" align=center tabindex=-1>
From: Muhammad Dada [mailto:mdada@mailbox.co.za] 
Sent: 06 October 2010 04:41 PM
To: KSEMS
Subject: Re: Notification of Application for Environmental Authorization uShukela Highway
Development (DEA Ref No: 12/12/20/2013)
 
Hi there

 
Please be advised that i would like to register as an interested and affected party. 

 
Thanking you

 
Muhammad Dada

 
 

----- Original Message -----

From: KSEMS

To: mogovender@mrpricegroup.com ; snaicker@telkomsa.net ; LandmanC@nra.co.za ;

patrick.jagadis@huletts.co.za ; lamercy@era.co.za ; siva247@gmail.com ;

tholsimudly@telkomsa.net ; roy.ryan@kzntransport.gov.za ; yusuf@eastcoast.co.za ;

mdada@mailbox.co.za ; leong@nmidsm.co.za

Sent: Thursday, September 23, 2010 4:14 PM

Subject: Notification of Application for Environmental Authorization uShukela Highway

Development (DEA Ref No: 12/12/20/2013)

 
Dear All,

 

Please find attached the Notice of Application for the Proposed uShukela Highway

Development (DEA Ref No: 12/12/20/2013).

A public meeting will be held the venue, date and time to be confirmed with all registered

Interested and Affected Parties.

 

In order to receive further communication/ information regarding the project please confirm that

you would like to register as an Interested and Affected Party.

 

Should you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Jean Delo
 

 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc

4 Woodville Lane off Hawkstone Road, Summerveld, Assagay

Postal     P.O. Box 396; Gillitts; 3603

Phone     031 7691578

Fax         031 7691579

Website www.ksems.co.za

 
This message may contain information which is confidential or private in nature, some or all  of which may be

subject to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, use, distribute, copy or act in

reliance of this message or are any file which may be attached. If you have received this message in error,

please notify the sender immediately by e-mail, facsimile or telephone and thereafter return and/or delete it from

mailto:kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
mailto:mogovender@mrpricegroup.com
mailto:snaicker@telkomsa.net
mailto:LandmanC@nra.co.za
mailto:patrick.jagadis@huletts.co.za
mailto:lamercy@era.co.za
mailto:siva247@gmail.com
mailto:tholsimudly@telkomsa.net
mailto:roy.ryan@kzntransport.gov.za
mailto:yusuf@eastcoast.co.za
mailto:mdada@mailbox.co.za
mailto:leong@nmidsm.co.za
http://www.ksems.co.za/


From: Tongaat Fuel Admin
To: KSEMS
Subject: Re: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development
Date: 15 October 2010 02:02:54 PM

Hi Chevy

 
We did not make the meeting - pleae could you send me the information distributed at the meeting

so that we can forward our comments.

 
Kind regards

Debbie Shone

----- Original Message -----

From: KSEMS

To: 'Tongaat Fuel Admin'

Sent: Wednesday, October 13, 2010 11:25 AM

Subject: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development

Dear Soobrie,

 

Please find attached the Background Information Document related to the above mentioned

project.

 

Please note a Public Meeting will be held this evening (13th October 2010) in the Tongaat Town

Hall at 17:30. Unfortunately, there seems to have been a glitch with our email system and some I

& APs did not receive the notification. I apologize for the late notice. Should you not be able to

attend the meeting we will then forward the information distributed at this meeting to you and you

could submit a written comment that would then be included in the Scoping Report.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Chevy Smith

 

 
 

Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc

4 Woodville Lane off Hawkstone Road, Summerveld, Assagay

Postal     P.O. Box 396; Gillitts; 3603

Phone     031 7691578

Fax         031 7691579

Website www.ksems.co.za

 
This message may contain information which is confidential or private in nature, some or all  of which may be subject

to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, use, distribute, copy or act in reliance of

this message or are any file which may be attached. If you have received this message in error, please notify the

sender immediately by e-mail, facsimile or telephone and thereafter return and/or delete it from your system. Kerry

Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc accepts no liability (to the fullest extent permitted by law) for

opinions, conclusions and other information in this message which do not relate to its official business. This

message was scanned for viruses before being sent. However, the recipient should also scan this e-mail and any

attached files for viruses and the like. Neither Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc nor the

sender accepts any responsibility or liability for viruses or loss, damage or expense resulting from the access of this

e-mail or any files which are attached hereto. Please note that Kerry Seppings Environmental Management

Specialists cc reserves the right to monitor e-mails sent or received. 
 
Please think of the environment before printing out this email.

mailto:admin@tongaatfuel.co.za
mailto:kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
mailto:kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
mailto:admin@tongaatfuel.co.za
blocked::http://www.ksems.co.za/


< U1:ADDRESS>size=2 width="100%" align=center tabindex=-1>
From: Tongaat Fuel Admin [mailto:admin@tongaatfuel.co.za] 
Sent: 11 October 2010 02:10 PM
To: kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
Subject: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development
 
Hi Jean

 
Please could you let us know what developments will be done on this road, especially in terms of

there being plans for a service station.

 
Thank you

Soobrie Govender / Debbie Shone



From: KSEMS
To: "Tongaat Fuel Admin"
Bcc: "Chevy Smith"
Subject: FW: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development
Date: 19 October 2010 05:30:00 PM
Attachments: uShukela Highway BID.pdf

uShukela Public meeting presentation.pdf

Hi Debbie,

 

Apologies for delay in responding to your enquiry. I have been on site the past few days.

 

Please find attached the Background Information Document and Presentation that were distributed

at the Public Meeting. The meeting minutes are currently being reviewed by my supervisor and I

hope to release them by the close of work tomorrow.  These will also be forwarded to yourself so

you are fully aware of the issues raised at the meeting.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Chevy Smith

 

 
 

Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc

4 Woodville Lane off Hawkstone Road, Summerveld, Assagay

Postal     P.O. Box 396; Gillitts; 3603

Phone     031 7691578

Fax         031 7691579

Website www.ksems.co.za

 
This message may contain information which is confidential or private in nature, some or all  of which may be subject

to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, use, distribute, copy or act in reliance of this

message or are any file which may be attached. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender

immediately by e-mail, facsimile or telephone and thereafter return and/or delete it from your system. Kerry Seppings

Environmental Management Specialists cc accepts no liability (to the fullest extent permitted by law) for opinions,

conclusions and other information in this message which do not relate to its official business. This message was

scanned for viruses before being sent. However, the recipient should also scan this e-mail and any attached files for

viruses and the like. Neither Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc nor the sender accepts any

responsibility or liability for viruses or loss, damage or expense resulting from the access of this e-mail or any files

which are attached hereto. Please note that Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc reserves the

right to monitor e-mails sent or received. 
 
Please think of the environment before printing out this email.

<hr size=2 width="100%" align=center tabindex=-1>
From: Tongaat Fuel Admin [mailto:admin@tongaatfuel.co.za] 
Sent: 19 October 2010 01:42 PM
To: KSEMS
Subject: Re: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development
 
Hi Chevy

 
Sorry to be a nag - just wanted to look through the information distributed asap, please could you

forward it to me.

 
Thanks

Debbie Shone

082 321 1335

----- Original Message -----

mailto:kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
mailto:admin@tongaatfuel.co.za
mailto:chevy.ksems@telkomsa.net
blocked::http://www.ksems.co.za/
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Project Title:     uShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development.  
 
 
Application Type:    Scoping & EIA (DEA Ref No: 12/12/20/2013) 
 
Competent Authority: National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA)  
 
Location of Activity:    Tongaat, eThekwini Municipality, KwaZulu-Natal 
 
Contact in Order to Register as an I & AP: Jean Delo 
      Fax: 031 769 1578 
      Tel: 031 769 1579 
      kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net 
 
Environmental Consultants for Project: Kerry Stanton, Chevy Smith and Manogrie Chetty 
 
Applicant: Tongaat Hulett Developments (THD) and Dube TradePort (DTP) 
 
Release Date:     22nd September 2010 
 


 
 


 
 


Background Information Document 
 


The purpose of this document is to serve as a background information document intended to inform I & APs of the project as well as to 
provide information on the roles and responsibilities of registered I & APs. This document does not serve to provide detailed information 
on the potential impacts of the proposal which will be described in the scoping report. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The Dube Aerotropolis will promote economic growth for the province and is one of the Province’s major 
development priorities.  The developments within the airport boundary will provide the backbone to this global 
logistics platform and will be supported by growth and development within the Aerotropolis area.  The uShukela 
Highway Business and Office park Development is one of these development opportunities located just north of the 
airport near the town of Tongaat but within the Aerotropolis boundary (Figure 1).   
 
The greater Tongaat region located just north of the King Shaka International Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, 
been identified for new housing, economic and employment opportunities. The uShukela Highway Development 
proposal aims to unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute to the Dube Aerotropolis development plans. 
The proposed project is a joint venture between a private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) and a 
government body (Dube TradePort). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Location of uShukela Highway Development within the Dube Aerotropolis. 
 
THE PROPOSAL 
The site is strategically situated next to the KSIA airport, N2, uShukela Highway and the town of Tongaat and with 
good visibility and accessibility to the major road networks.  This offers a wide range of opportunities from a 
potential expansion of the TradeZone to Business Park and Service Industrial opportunities, commercial as well as 
office park opportunities. The proposal is to develop, in support of the KSIA, industrial and manufacturing 
opportunities, business parks, warehousing and service industrial opportunities together with offices and retail 
opportunities. There are also opportunities for the creation of a “Brain Port” which can be viewed as a hub of a high 
technology region with a network of companies, knowledge centres and service industries. It would rely on 
intensive and innovative co-operation amongst organisations in the sharing and developing of new ideas, concepts 
and technologies that lead to new inventions, production and sale of innovative products, services, systems and 
machines.  
 
The proposed development will create exciting opportunities for the growth and development of Tongaat through 
new investment, economic and employment opportunities. 
 
It is noted that the development has infrastructural implications in regard to water, sewer and electricity although 
the eThekwini Municipality are in the process of constructing a new Electrical Sub-station and new Water Reservoir 
which will provide the development with services. From a wastewater perspective, work is currently being done in 
regard to what options are available and the implications of these options. 
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Site Description, Location and Potential Environmental Issues 
 


 
Figure 2: uShukela Highway Development with surrounding land use. 
 
The site is situated approximately 40km north of the Durban CBD within the eThekwini Municipality. It is located 
adjacent to Tongaat town and just north of the KSIA and is accessed directly off the existing uShukela Highway 
(old Watson Highway – main road to Tongaat).   The uShukela Highway Development (is approximately 137ha in 
extent). The site is owned by Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube Trade Port and comprises of the following 
properties: 
 Rem of Lot 77 No. 1523 
 Rem of Sub 18 (of 5) of the Farm Klip Fontein No. 922 
 Rem of Sub 3 of the Farm Klip Fontein No. 922 
 Rem of Sub 8 of Lot 49 No. 862 
 Sub 11 (of 3) of the Farm Klip Fontein No. 922 
 
The site is currently unzoned and is being used for commercial sugar cane farming. Gravel cane access tracks 
service the area with few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. The site comprises of gently rolling hills with 
flatter/planar topography. Most of the drainage lines within the site boundary have been altered for farming 
practices. The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane plantations; east by the N2; the south by the KSIA airport 
and north by the uShukela Highway. 
 
The site has been significantly transformed for agricultural purposes and therefore does not contain much 
vegetation of conservation significance.   It is likely at this stage that environmental issues for investigation in the 
scoping and EIA will focus around the drainage lines and stormwater run-off from the proposed development as 
well as cumulative impacts thereof.  Noise impacts from KSIA will also need to be considered.  As the site is 
included in the Dube Aerotropolis the EIA will consider environmental investigations prepared for the Aerotropolis 
such as the proposed Open Space System. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


o Existing 
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THE DEVELOPERS 
THD and DTP have partnered in the planning of the uShukela Highway development.  The land proposed for 
development is owned in entirety by THD and DTP and both parties individually own and have developed various 
other properties in the vicinity of KSIA.   
 
Who is Tongaat Hulett Developments?  
Tongaat Hulett is an agri-processing business which includes the integrated components of land management, 
property development and agriculture. The company’s development arm has established a reputation for 
excellence as one of South Africa’s leading private land developers, having planned and developed more than 
2000ha of serviced land for residential, commercial, industrial, resort and mixed-use purposes. In collaboration with 
key stakeholders, the company is uniquely positioned to take on projects on a massive scale. 


They are committed to uncovering and implementing global best practices, with the aim of creating relevant, holistic 
environments in which we can all live, work, play, pray and learn within our fair share of the Earth’s resources. 


Who is Dube TradePort? 
The Dube TradePort is a strategic and critical infrastructural investment development which aims to serve as a 
major catalyst for economic growth in KwaZulu-Natal and South Africa. The Dube TradePort Company (DTPC) (a 
Section 21 company) was established by provincial government as a special purpose vehicle to facilitate the 
development of world class aviation linked export platform which will serve as a catalyst for sustainable job creation 
and private sector investment. The Dube TradePort is a long term master planned development phased over the 
next 60 years, as the single largest strategic infrastructure development in KwaZulu-Natal that will impact on local, 
provincial, national, regional and international global supply chains. 
The key objectives of the Dube TradePort include: 


 The facilitation of new inter-continental air services; 
 Support for and enablement of new export supply chains, including high-value manufacturing; 
 Support for and the strengthening of the tourism and perishable goods sectors; 
 The establishment of an electronic trading platform; and 
 The stimulation of private sector investment 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
In order to determine the overall environmental feasibility of the proposal, an Environmental Impact Assessment is 
required (EIA) as per the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), (as amended) and 
the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2010.  It is a planning and management tool for sustainable 
development and aims to inform decision-makers about the potential environmental, physical, biological and socio-
economic effects of the proposed project.  This allows relevant authorities and decision-makers to provide an 
Environmental Authorisation (EA) either authorising or rejecting the proposal.  The EIA process allows for 
significant participation by parties who are either interested in or potentially affected by the proposed 
activity.  This notice forms part of public participation process aimed at encouraging I & APs to register for 
the process.  


The relevant activities Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort have applied for are summarised in 
Table 1 below. 


Table 1: Activities Applied For By THD and DTP 
 


Activities applied for: 
Indicate the 
number and 
date of the 
relevant notice: 


Activity No (s) (in 
terms of the 
relevant notice) : 


Describe each listed activity: 


Government 
Notice No. 545 
of 18th June 
2010 


15. The proposed site is 137ha of undeveloped land. It is the 
applicants’ intent to develop the area for the purpose of light 
industry, warehousing, business park, retail, trade zone and 
offices.  


Government 
Notice No. 545 
of 18th June 
2010 


3. The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the storage, or 
storage and handling of a dangerous good, where such storage 
occurs in containers with a combined capacity of more than 500 
cubic metres. 


Government 
Notice No. 545 
of 18th June 
2010 


8. Infrastructure relating to electrical distribution* 
  


Government 
Notice No. 545 
of 18th June 
2010 


18. Multiple access roads will be required to service the proposed 
development. * 


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


9. Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and management of 
sewage will be required. * 
  


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


10. Infrastructure relating to electrical distribution* 
  


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


22. Multiple access roads will be required to service the proposed 
development. * 


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


11.  The proposed development may require the construction of bulk 
stormwater outlet structures and/or infrastructure within 32 
metres of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a 
watercourse. * 
 


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


18. Infilling, depositing of any material of more than 5 cubic metres 
into a watercourse. * 
  


Government 
Notice No. 544 


37. Expansion of infrastructure for the bulk transportation of water, 
sewage or stormwater. * 
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of 18th June 
2010 


  


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


38. Expansion of infrastructure for the distribution of electricity. * 
  


 
* These triggers will be confirmed during the scoping phase of the process. 
 
The EIA Process: 
 
The EIA process that will be followed is as follows: 


- An application form has been submitted to the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) on the 
19th August 2010 and DEA EIA Ref No (12/12/20/2013) has been allocated to the project.   


- The application will be advertised in local and regional newspapers, and notices will be placed around the 
site. Notices will be handed out to adjacent neighbours on the boundary of the site. 


- A scoping report and plan of study for EIA will be produced detailing impacts to be investigated and 
possible mitigation measures to manage impacts. This will be made accessible to all registered I &APs and 
to the authorities for comment and review. 


- I & APs will be requested to provide comment within 40 days.  All comments received will be included in a 
final scoping report which will be submitted to DEA for approval.  DEA will either approve or reject the 
scoping report. 


- If approved, Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc (KSEMS) will proceed with the EIR 
which will also be submitted to all I &APs and authorities for review. This report will assess the impacts 
identified during scoping and assess mitigation measures. 


- Once the 40 day comment period has ended the final report and all comments received will be submitted to 
DEA. 


- DEA have 60 days after acknowledging receipt of the report to accept the EIR and a further 45 days to 
provide an Environmental Authorisation approving or rejecting the proposal. 


 
 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTIONER 
About KSEMS cc 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc (KSEMS cc) is an established environmental 
management consultancy which has been based in KZN since 1998.  
 
We are one of the leading environmental management consultancies in KZN and have clients throughout southern 
Africa. Kerry Stanton has also achieved certification through the Environmental Assessment Practitioners of South 
Africa and is therefore EAPSA Certified.  
 
Kerry Stanton (Director) is EAPSA certified and is a member of the IAIASA. As such we uphold the professional, 
moral and ethical obligations of these bodies in ensuring that we operate as an independent body in the 
assessment of environmental impacts of any project in which we are involved.  
 
Any Persons Interested In This Project Should Register As An Interested And Affected Party In Order To 
Receive Information And Comment On The Proposal 
 
You are invited to register with: 
Jean Delo 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc 
Phone 031 769 1578  
Fax 031 769 1579 
e-mail kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net 
 
By registering for the process, your name will be included in the register of I & APs and you will be notified of 
meetings and availability of reports for comment. You will be able to offer comments or queries on any written 
submission or information provided which will be included in the reports that will be distributed to the authorities. 
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EXCERPT TAKEN FROM NEMA EIA REGULATIONS DESIGNATING RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
REGISTERED INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES 
 
Registered interested and affected parties entitled to comment on submissions 
58. 
 (1) A registered interested and affected party is entitled to comment, in writing, on all written submissions made to 
the competent authority by the applicant or the EAP managing an application, and to bring to the attention of the 
competent authority any issues which that party believes may be of significance to the consideration of the 
application, provided that – 
(a) comments are submitted within – (i) the timeframes that have been approved or set by the competent authority; 
or 
(ii) any extension of a timeframe agreed to by the applicant or EAP; 
(b) a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent authority is served on the applicant or EAP; and 
(c) the interested and affected party discloses any direct business, financial, personal or other interest which that 
party may have in the approval or refusal of the application. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


The lead consultant on this project is Kerry Stanton.   
She can be contacted on 013 769 1578 or 083 823 1844 








ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePortTongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort


uShukela Highway Business and Office Park DevelopmentuShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development
EIA Number: 12/12/20/2013EIA Number: 12/12/20/2013


13 October 201013 October 2010







INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
•• WelcomeWelcome


•• Who are we?Who are we?


•• Purpose of meetingPurpose of meeting


•• Process for todayProcess for today’’s meeting:s meeting:
•• Introduction and overview of proposalIntroduction and overview of proposal
•• Questions and Comments periodQuestions and Comments period


•• Please keep all comments and questions for the Questions Please keep all comments and questions for the Questions 
and Comments period at the end of the presentationand Comments period at the end of the presentation







RESPONSIBILITIES OF I & APsRESPONSIBILITIES OF I & APs
•• Registered I & APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all Registered I & APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all 


written submissions made to the authority and to raise any written submissions made to the authority and to raise any 
issues that they believe may be of significance provided that: issues that they believe may be of significance provided that: 


•• comments are submitted within the timeframes set by the comments are submitted within the timeframes set by the 
competent authority or extensions of timeframes agreed competent authority or extensions of timeframes agreed 
to by the applicant or EAP;to by the applicant or EAP;


•• a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent   a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent   
authority is served on the applicant or EAP; andauthority is served on the applicant or EAP; and


•• the I & AP discloses any direct business, financial, the I & AP discloses any direct business, financial, 
personal or other interest which that party may have in personal or other interest which that party may have in 
the approval or refusal of the applicationthe approval or refusal of the application







Environmental Impact Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA)Assessment (EIA)


•• What is it?What is it?
 Tool for assessing the potential environmental impacts of a Tool for assessing the potential environmental impacts of a 


project/development.project/development.


 The environment includes people, nature, air, and the The environment includes people, nature, air, and the 
economy.economy.


 The findings of the assessment are used to help authorities & The findings of the assessment are used to help authorities & 
decisiondecision--makers authorise a project/development.makers authorise a project/development.


 The EIA is governed by a set of regulations called the National The EIA is governed by a set of regulations called the National 
Environmental Management Act.Environmental Management Act.


 The act identifies two types of environmental assessments i.e. The act identifies two types of environmental assessments i.e. 
basic assessment & scoping and EIA.basic assessment & scoping and EIA.







Scoping & EIA processScoping & EIA process


Application FormApplication Form


Public ParticipationPublic Participation


Scoping report & plan ofScoping report & plan of
Study for EIAStudy for EIA


Submit scoping report forSubmit scoping report for
Authority & I&AP ReviewAuthority & I&AP Review


Approve/RejectApprove/Reject
ScopingScoping


Proceed with EIR, Proceed with EIR, 
submission for authoritysubmission for authority


& I&AP review& I&AP review


Submission of final reportSubmission of final report


Environmental Environmental 
Authorisation Authorisation 


(EA)(EA)







Legal Requirement for Scoping & Legal Requirement for Scoping & 
EIAEIA


As per the NEMA EIA regulations, the proposedAs per the NEMA EIA regulations, the proposed
Business and Office Park requires a Scoping & EIABusiness and Office Park requires a Scoping & EIA
application due to the following:application due to the following:


•• The proposed site consists of 137ha of undeveloped The proposed site consists of 137ha of undeveloped 
land. It is the applicantsland. It is the applicants’’ intent to develop the area intent to develop the area 
for the purpose of light industry, warehousing, for the purpose of light industry, warehousing, 
business park, retail, trade zone and offices.business park, retail, trade zone and offices.


•• The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the 
storage, or storage and handling of a dangerous storage, or storage and handling of a dangerous 
good, where such storage occurs in containers with good, where such storage occurs in containers with 
a combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.a combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.







•• Multiple access roads will be required to service Multiple access roads will be required to service 
the proposed development.the proposed development.


•• Infrastructure relating to electrical distributionInfrastructure relating to electrical distribution. 


•• Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and 
management of sewage will be required. management of sewage will be required. 


•• The proposed development may require the The proposed development may require the 
construction of bulk stormwater outlet structures construction of bulk stormwater outlet structures 
and/or infrastructure within 32 metres of a and/or infrastructure within 32 metres of a 
watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a 
watercourse. watercourse. 


Legal Requirement for Scoping & Legal Requirement for Scoping & 
EIAEIA







PROCESS TO DATEPROCESS TO DATE
•• On the 21On the 21stst of September of September 


2010, neighbours adjacent to 2010, neighbours adjacent to 
the site boundary were the site boundary were 
notified by hand (Herrwood notified by hand (Herrwood 
Community).Community).


•• I&APs were notified by email I&APs were notified by email 
or phone on the 22or phone on the 22ndnd


September 2010.September 2010.


•• One English and one Zulu A2 One English and one Zulu A2 
signboards were placed at the signboards were placed at the 
existing entrance to the site, existing entrance to the site, 
with an additional English with an additional English 
signboard placed nearer to signboard placed nearer to 
the Herrwood Community the Herrwood Community 
(figure 1).(figure 1).


•• The application was The application was 
advertised in the North Coast advertised in the North Coast 
Courier and Isolezwe Courier and Isolezwe 
newspapers.newspapers.


•• The following authorities & The following authorities & 
were notified by email or were notified by email or 
phone:phone:


•• eThekwini MunicipalityeThekwini Municipality
•• KZN WildlifeKZN Wildlife
•• DWADWA
•• ESKOMESKOM
•• SANRALSANRAL
•• KZN DOTKZN DOT
•• AMAFAAMAFA
•• WESSAWESSA
•• Rate Payers AssociationRate Payers Association
•• Ward CouncilorsWard Councilors







1a 1c1b


Figure 1a: Photograph showing English signboard at the existing entrance to the site. 


Figure 1b: Photograph showing Zulu signboard at the existing entrance to the site. 


Figure 1c: Photograph showing English signboard near the southern site boundary. 







ENGLISH ADVERT – The North 
Coast Courier







ZULU ADVERT – Isolezwe 
Newspaper







BACKGROUNDBACKGROUND
 The greater Tongaat region located just north of the The greater Tongaat region located just north of the 


Dube TradePort (DTP) & King Shaka International Dube TradePort (DTP) & King Shaka International 
Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, been identified for Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, been identified for 
new housing, economic and employment opportunities. new housing, economic and employment opportunities. 


 The uShukela Highway Development proposal aims to The uShukela Highway Development proposal aims to 
unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute 
to the development of a new to the development of a new ““AerotropolisAerotropolis””..


 The EIA application process is a joint venture between a The EIA application process is a joint venture between a 
private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) 
and a government body (Dube TradePort).and a government body (Dube TradePort).







Site DescriptionSite Description
•• The site is currently unzoned and is being used for The site is currently unzoned and is being used for 


commercial sugar cane farming. commercial sugar cane farming. 


•• Gravel cane access tracks service the area with Gravel cane access tracks service the area with 
few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. 


•• The site comprises of gently rolling hills with The site comprises of gently rolling hills with 
flatter/planar topography. flatter/planar topography. 







Site DescriptionSite Description


•• Most of the drainage lines within the site Most of the drainage lines within the site 
boundary have been altered for farming boundary have been altered for farming 
practices. practices. 


•• The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane 
plantations; east by the N2; the south by the plantations; east by the N2; the south by the 
KSIA airport and north by the uShukela KSIA airport and north by the uShukela 
Highway.Highway.







a


b


d


e


Figure 3: Aerial map of the proposed the site  


A: Photograph showing 
cultivated area. 


B: Photograph showing 
the Hlawe River. 


cf
C: Photographer looking 
south across the site. 


D: Photograph showing  
the Herrwood community 
on the left.


E: Altered drainage line in 
the foreground. 


F: Photographer looking 
north across the site. 







Proposal
•• The proposal is to develop a new Business, The proposal is to develop a new Business, 


Industrial and Commercial development  that Industrial and Commercial development  that 
will will --
-- Acknowledge & respond to the existing physical and natural     Acknowledge & respond to the existing physical and natural     


conditions on site and the siteconditions on site and the site’’s contexts context
-- Provide for linkage, integration & support to the Dube Provide for linkage, integration & support to the Dube 


TradePortTradePort
-- Provide for a mix and variety of commercial and industrial Provide for a mix and variety of commercial and industrial 


uses and activities including potentially uses and activities including potentially –– offices, business   offices, business   
park, trade zone extension, retail, warehousing, showroompark, trade zone extension, retail, warehousing, showrooms, s, 
light & service industrial and petrol filling stationslight & service industrial and petrol filling stations


-- Be developed around a sustainable development model Be developed around a sustainable development model 
including potential for including potential for -- Green buildings, green infrastructure,    Green buildings, green infrastructure,    
rehabilitated and managed open space, new employment and rehabilitated and managed open space, new employment and 
economic opportunitieseconomic opportunities
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Dube TradePort & King Shaka International AirportDube TradePort & King Shaka International Airport


uShukela Drive and link to TradePortuShukela Drive and link to TradePort


Visibility and Accessibility to National and Regional Road netwoVisibility and Accessibility to National and Regional Road networkrk


Existing physical conditions Existing physical conditions –– wetlands, avenues of trees, historic buildingswetlands, avenues of trees, historic buildings


Noise Contours and Flight safety limitationsNoise Contours and Flight safety limitations
Development InfluencesProximity to TongaatProximity to Tongaat
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Development Principles


Accessible and connected


Promote a well managed, safe & secure, 
clean public environment


Support future transportation policy and planning 
reinforce the potential for public transport 


Existing Avenue


Providing for a wide mix of commercial, service 
and industrial uses and activities – to broaden 
the choice and complexity


Design and implement in a way that increases 
the vitality and sustainability of the development


Promote a legible and structured public 
realm
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NEED & DESIRABILITY
•• The new Dube TradePort incorporating the KSIA not The new Dube TradePort incorporating the KSIA not 


only provides for an increased number of passengers only provides for an increased number of passengers 
and direct international flights, but critically, a new and direct international flights, but critically, a new 
trade and logistics gateway for Southern Africa trade and logistics gateway for Southern Africa –– It is It is 
therefore important to ensure that this foundation and therefore important to ensure that this foundation and 
the associated significant investment that has been the associated significant investment that has been 
made is leveraged off and supported made is leveraged off and supported –– this this 
development will contribute towards that in a big waydevelopment will contribute towards that in a big way


•• At the same time there is a real need, in the north of At the same time there is a real need, in the north of 
the city for the provision of new, sustainable the city for the provision of new, sustainable 
employment and economic opportunities employment and economic opportunities –– this this 
development goes a long way to contributing to this development goes a long way to contributing to this 
needneed







NEED & DESIRABILITY
•• This development will also leverage off and support This development will also leverage off and support 


the much needed new link road that is proposed the much needed new link road that is proposed 
between the uShukela Highway and the TradePortbetween the uShukela Highway and the TradePort


•• This development will also provide an alternative new This development will also provide an alternative new 
product offering and options for airport and trade zone product offering and options for airport and trade zone 
related activities and uses which are not able to, do related activities and uses which are not able to, do 
not want to or cannot afford to, rent within the airport not want to or cannot afford to, rent within the airport 
boundary (leasehold) as this development will boundary (leasehold) as this development will 
potentially also provide for freehold ownership and a potentially also provide for freehold ownership and a 
wider range of uses and activitieswider range of uses and activities


•• There is a substantial amount of existing and/or There is a substantial amount of existing and/or 
proposed new service infrastructure and this proposed new service infrastructure and this 
development would therefore contribute towards development would therefore contribute towards 
maximising the use of such maximising the use of such 







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS FOR POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS FOR 
INVESTIGATION INVESTIGATION -- CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Generation of dust, solid waste and 
noise pollution.


This will be controlled with an EMPr.


Increase in traffic. Will need to be carefully controlled 
through flagman, timing of vehicles 
etc.


Potential impact on environmentally 
sensitive areas i.e. wetland, river, 
drainage line. 


Buffers will be implemented. This will 
be controlled with an EMPr.







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS 
FOR INVESTIGATION FOR INVESTIGATION -- OPERATIONOPERATION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Increase in traffic. A traffic impact assessment has been 
commissioned. 


Cumulative impact on services in the areas. Adequate infrastructure to be installed to 
service the development. 


Potential impact in property values. Positive impact – no mitigation measure 
required.


Potential for future investment & employment 
opportunities in the area as a result of the 
proposed development. 


Positive impact – no mitigation measure 
required.


Potential impact to Aircraft Safety To be investigated and the development 
plans to be designed within the relevant 
Aircraft Safety guidelines







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS 
FOR INVESTIGATION FOR INVESTIGATION -- OPERATIONOPERATION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Potential impact to existing wetlands and 
drainage lines and buffers


Wetland functionality investigation to be 
undertaken


Loss of Agricultural Land Consideration and assessment to be 
undertaken


Potential impact on Heritage resources Heritage Impact Assessment to be 
undertaken 


Impacts from stormwater runoff Appropriate options will be evaluated within 
the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 


Potential impact on existing water pipeline To be mitigated via design guidelines and 
EMPr







CONCLUSIONCONCLUSION
•• Impacts and mitigation measures will be further Impacts and mitigation measures will be further 


investigated in the Scoping Report and EIRinvestigated in the Scoping Report and EIR


•• Potential, viable alternatives will be identified in the Potential, viable alternatives will be identified in the 
Scoping Report and considered and assessed in the EIRScoping Report and considered and assessed in the EIR


•• Additional issues or comments will form part of the Additional issues or comments will form part of the 
investigation into the impact of the proposed developmentinvestigation into the impact of the proposed development


•• Comments and issues are welcomeComments and issues are welcome







THE ENDTHE END







From: KSEMS

To: 'Tongaat Fuel Admin'

Sent: Wednesday, October 13, 2010 11:25 AM

Subject: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development

 
Dear Soobrie,

 

Please find attached the Background Information Document related to the above mentioned

project.

 

Please note a Public Meeting will be held this evening (13th October 2010) in the Tongaat Town

Hall at 17:30. Unfortunately, there seems to have been a glitch with our email system and some I

& APs did not receive the notification. I apologize for the late notice. Should you not be able to

attend the meeting we will then forward the information distributed at this meeting to you and you

could submit a written comment that would then be included in the Scoping Report.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Chevy Smith

 

 
 

Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc

4 Woodville Lane off Hawkstone Road, Summerveld, Assagay

Postal     P.O. Box 396; Gillitts; 3603

Phone     031 7691578

Fax         031 7691579

Website www.ksems.co.za

 
This message may contain information which is confidential or private in nature, some or all  of which may be subject

to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, use, distribute, copy or act in reliance of

this message or are any file which may be attached. If you have received this message in error, please notify the

sender immediately by e-mail, facsimile or telephone and thereafter return and/or delete it from your system. Kerry

Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc accepts no liability (to the fullest extent permitted by law) for

opinions, conclusions and other information in this message which do not relate to its official business. This

message was scanned for viruses before being sent. However, the recipient should also scan this e-mail and any

attached files for viruses and the like. Neither Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc nor the

sender accepts any responsibility or liability for viruses or loss, damage or expense resulting from the access of this

e-mail or any files which are attached hereto. Please note that Kerry Seppings Environmental Management

Specialists cc reserves the right to monitor e-mails sent or received. 
 
Please think of the environment before printing out this email.

<HR< U1:ADDRESS>size=2 width="100%" align=center tabindex=-1>
From: Tongaat Fuel Admin [mailto:admin@tongaatfuel.co.za] 
Sent: 11 October 2010 02:10 PM
To: kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
Subject: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development
 
Hi Jean

 
Please could you let us know what developments will be done on this road, especially in terms of

there being plans for a service station.

 
Thank you

Soobrie Govender / Debbie Shone

mailto:kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
mailto:admin@tongaatfuel.co.za
blocked::http://www.ksems.co.za/


From: KSEMS
To: "Tongaat Fuel Admin"
Bcc: "Chevy Smith"
Subject: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development
Date: 13 October 2010 11:25:00 AM
Attachments: uShukela Highway BID.pdf

Dear Soobrie,

 

Please find attached the Background Information Document related to the above mentioned project.

 

Please note a Public Meeting will be held this evening (13th October 2010) in the Tongaat Town

Hall at 17:30. Unfortunately, there seems to have been a glitch with our email system and some I &

APs did not receive the notification. I apologize for the late notice. Should you not be able to attend

the meeting we will then forward the information distributed at this meeting to you and you could

submit a written comment that would then be included in the Scoping Report.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Chevy Smith

 

 
 

Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc

4 Woodville Lane off Hawkstone Road, Summerveld, Assagay

Postal     P.O. Box 396; Gillitts; 3603

Phone     031 7691578

Fax         031 7691579

Website www.ksems.co.za

 
This message may contain information which is confidential or private in nature, some or all  of which may be subject

to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, use, distribute, copy or act in reliance of this

message or are any file which may be attached. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender

immediately by e-mail, facsimile or telephone and thereafter return and/or delete it from your system. Kerry Seppings

Environmental Management Specialists cc accepts no liability (to the fullest extent permitted by law) for opinions,

conclusions and other information in this message which do not relate to its official business. This message was

scanned for viruses before being sent. However, the recipient should also scan this e-mail and any attached files for

viruses and the like. Neither Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc nor the sender accepts any

responsibility or liability for viruses or loss, damage or expense resulting from the access of this e-mail or any files

which are attached hereto. Please note that Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc reserves the

right to monitor e-mails sent or received. 
 
Please think of the environment before printing out this email.

< U1:ADDRESS>size=2 width="100%" align=center tabindex=-1>
From: Tongaat Fuel Admin [mailto:admin@tongaatfuel.co.za] 
Sent: 11 October 2010 02:10 PM
To: kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
Subject: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development
 
Hi Jean

 
Please could you let us know what developments will be done on this road, especially in terms of

there being plans for a service station.

 
Thank you

Soobrie Govender / Debbie Shone

mailto:kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
mailto:admin@tongaatfuel.co.za
mailto:chevy.ksems@telkomsa.net
blocked::http://www.ksems.co.za/
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Project Title:     uShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development.  
 
 
Application Type:    Scoping & EIA (DEA Ref No: 12/12/20/2013) 
 
Competent Authority: National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA)  
 
Location of Activity:    Tongaat, eThekwini Municipality, KwaZulu-Natal 
 
Contact in Order to Register as an I & AP: Jean Delo 
      Fax: 031 769 1578 
      Tel: 031 769 1579 
      kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net 
 
Environmental Consultants for Project: Kerry Stanton, Chevy Smith and Manogrie Chetty 
 
Applicant: Tongaat Hulett Developments (THD) and Dube TradePort (DTP) 
 
Release Date:     22nd September 2010 
 


 
 


 
 


Background Information Document 
 


The purpose of this document is to serve as a background information document intended to inform I & APs of the project as well as to 
provide information on the roles and responsibilities of registered I & APs. This document does not serve to provide detailed information 
on the potential impacts of the proposal which will be described in the scoping report. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The Dube Aerotropolis will promote economic growth for the province and is one of the Province’s major 
development priorities.  The developments within the airport boundary will provide the backbone to this global 
logistics platform and will be supported by growth and development within the Aerotropolis area.  The uShukela 
Highway Business and Office park Development is one of these development opportunities located just north of the 
airport near the town of Tongaat but within the Aerotropolis boundary (Figure 1).   
 
The greater Tongaat region located just north of the King Shaka International Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, 
been identified for new housing, economic and employment opportunities. The uShukela Highway Development 
proposal aims to unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute to the Dube Aerotropolis development plans. 
The proposed project is a joint venture between a private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) and a 
government body (Dube TradePort). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Location of uShukela Highway Development within the Dube Aerotropolis. 
 
THE PROPOSAL 
The site is strategically situated next to the KSIA airport, N2, uShukela Highway and the town of Tongaat and with 
good visibility and accessibility to the major road networks.  This offers a wide range of opportunities from a 
potential expansion of the TradeZone to Business Park and Service Industrial opportunities, commercial as well as 
office park opportunities. The proposal is to develop, in support of the KSIA, industrial and manufacturing 
opportunities, business parks, warehousing and service industrial opportunities together with offices and retail 
opportunities. There are also opportunities for the creation of a “Brain Port” which can be viewed as a hub of a high 
technology region with a network of companies, knowledge centres and service industries. It would rely on 
intensive and innovative co-operation amongst organisations in the sharing and developing of new ideas, concepts 
and technologies that lead to new inventions, production and sale of innovative products, services, systems and 
machines.  
 
The proposed development will create exciting opportunities for the growth and development of Tongaat through 
new investment, economic and employment opportunities. 
 
It is noted that the development has infrastructural implications in regard to water, sewer and electricity although 
the eThekwini Municipality are in the process of constructing a new Electrical Sub-station and new Water Reservoir 
which will provide the development with services. From a wastewater perspective, work is currently being done in 
regard to what options are available and the implications of these options. 
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Site Description, Location and Potential Environmental Issues 
 


 
Figure 2: uShukela Highway Development with surrounding land use. 
 
The site is situated approximately 40km north of the Durban CBD within the eThekwini Municipality. It is located 
adjacent to Tongaat town and just north of the KSIA and is accessed directly off the existing uShukela Highway 
(old Watson Highway – main road to Tongaat).   The uShukela Highway Development (is approximately 137ha in 
extent). The site is owned by Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube Trade Port and comprises of the following 
properties: 
 Rem of Lot 77 No. 1523 
 Rem of Sub 18 (of 5) of the Farm Klip Fontein No. 922 
 Rem of Sub 3 of the Farm Klip Fontein No. 922 
 Rem of Sub 8 of Lot 49 No. 862 
 Sub 11 (of 3) of the Farm Klip Fontein No. 922 
 
The site is currently unzoned and is being used for commercial sugar cane farming. Gravel cane access tracks 
service the area with few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. The site comprises of gently rolling hills with 
flatter/planar topography. Most of the drainage lines within the site boundary have been altered for farming 
practices. The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane plantations; east by the N2; the south by the KSIA airport 
and north by the uShukela Highway. 
 
The site has been significantly transformed for agricultural purposes and therefore does not contain much 
vegetation of conservation significance.   It is likely at this stage that environmental issues for investigation in the 
scoping and EIA will focus around the drainage lines and stormwater run-off from the proposed development as 
well as cumulative impacts thereof.  Noise impacts from KSIA will also need to be considered.  As the site is 
included in the Dube Aerotropolis the EIA will consider environmental investigations prepared for the Aerotropolis 
such as the proposed Open Space System. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


o Existing 
culation 


N 
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THE DEVELOPERS 
THD and DTP have partnered in the planning of the uShukela Highway development.  The land proposed for 
development is owned in entirety by THD and DTP and both parties individually own and have developed various 
other properties in the vicinity of KSIA.   
 
Who is Tongaat Hulett Developments?  
Tongaat Hulett is an agri-processing business which includes the integrated components of land management, 
property development and agriculture. The company’s development arm has established a reputation for 
excellence as one of South Africa’s leading private land developers, having planned and developed more than 
2000ha of serviced land for residential, commercial, industrial, resort and mixed-use purposes. In collaboration with 
key stakeholders, the company is uniquely positioned to take on projects on a massive scale. 


They are committed to uncovering and implementing global best practices, with the aim of creating relevant, holistic 
environments in which we can all live, work, play, pray and learn within our fair share of the Earth’s resources. 


Who is Dube TradePort? 
The Dube TradePort is a strategic and critical infrastructural investment development which aims to serve as a 
major catalyst for economic growth in KwaZulu-Natal and South Africa. The Dube TradePort Company (DTPC) (a 
Section 21 company) was established by provincial government as a special purpose vehicle to facilitate the 
development of world class aviation linked export platform which will serve as a catalyst for sustainable job creation 
and private sector investment. The Dube TradePort is a long term master planned development phased over the 
next 60 years, as the single largest strategic infrastructure development in KwaZulu-Natal that will impact on local, 
provincial, national, regional and international global supply chains. 
The key objectives of the Dube TradePort include: 


 The facilitation of new inter-continental air services; 
 Support for and enablement of new export supply chains, including high-value manufacturing; 
 Support for and the strengthening of the tourism and perishable goods sectors; 
 The establishment of an electronic trading platform; and 
 The stimulation of private sector investment 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
In order to determine the overall environmental feasibility of the proposal, an Environmental Impact Assessment is 
required (EIA) as per the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), (as amended) and 
the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2010.  It is a planning and management tool for sustainable 
development and aims to inform decision-makers about the potential environmental, physical, biological and socio-
economic effects of the proposed project.  This allows relevant authorities and decision-makers to provide an 
Environmental Authorisation (EA) either authorising or rejecting the proposal.  The EIA process allows for 
significant participation by parties who are either interested in or potentially affected by the proposed 
activity.  This notice forms part of public participation process aimed at encouraging I & APs to register for 
the process.  


The relevant activities Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort have applied for are summarised in 
Table 1 below. 


Table 1: Activities Applied For By THD and DTP 
 


Activities applied for: 
Indicate the 
number and 
date of the 
relevant notice: 


Activity No (s) (in 
terms of the 
relevant notice) : 


Describe each listed activity: 


Government 
Notice No. 545 
of 18th June 
2010 


15. The proposed site is 137ha of undeveloped land. It is the 
applicants’ intent to develop the area for the purpose of light 
industry, warehousing, business park, retail, trade zone and 
offices.  


Government 
Notice No. 545 
of 18th June 
2010 


3. The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the storage, or 
storage and handling of a dangerous good, where such storage 
occurs in containers with a combined capacity of more than 500 
cubic metres. 


Government 
Notice No. 545 
of 18th June 
2010 


8. Infrastructure relating to electrical distribution* 
  


Government 
Notice No. 545 
of 18th June 
2010 


18. Multiple access roads will be required to service the proposed 
development. * 


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


9. Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and management of 
sewage will be required. * 
  


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


10. Infrastructure relating to electrical distribution* 
  


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


22. Multiple access roads will be required to service the proposed 
development. * 


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


11.  The proposed development may require the construction of bulk 
stormwater outlet structures and/or infrastructure within 32 
metres of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a 
watercourse. * 
 


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


18. Infilling, depositing of any material of more than 5 cubic metres 
into a watercourse. * 
  


Government 
Notice No. 544 


37. Expansion of infrastructure for the bulk transportation of water, 
sewage or stormwater. * 
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of 18th June 
2010 


  


Government 
Notice No. 544 
of 18th June 
2010 


38. Expansion of infrastructure for the distribution of electricity. * 
  


 
* These triggers will be confirmed during the scoping phase of the process. 
 
The EIA Process: 
 
The EIA process that will be followed is as follows: 


- An application form has been submitted to the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) on the 
19th August 2010 and DEA EIA Ref No (12/12/20/2013) has been allocated to the project.   


- The application will be advertised in local and regional newspapers, and notices will be placed around the 
site. Notices will be handed out to adjacent neighbours on the boundary of the site. 


- A scoping report and plan of study for EIA will be produced detailing impacts to be investigated and 
possible mitigation measures to manage impacts. This will be made accessible to all registered I &APs and 
to the authorities for comment and review. 


- I & APs will be requested to provide comment within 40 days.  All comments received will be included in a 
final scoping report which will be submitted to DEA for approval.  DEA will either approve or reject the 
scoping report. 


- If approved, Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc (KSEMS) will proceed with the EIR 
which will also be submitted to all I &APs and authorities for review. This report will assess the impacts 
identified during scoping and assess mitigation measures. 


- Once the 40 day comment period has ended the final report and all comments received will be submitted to 
DEA. 


- DEA have 60 days after acknowledging receipt of the report to accept the EIR and a further 45 days to 
provide an Environmental Authorisation approving or rejecting the proposal. 


 
 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTIONER 
About KSEMS cc 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc (KSEMS cc) is an established environmental 
management consultancy which has been based in KZN since 1998.  
 
We are one of the leading environmental management consultancies in KZN and have clients throughout southern 
Africa. Kerry Stanton has also achieved certification through the Environmental Assessment Practitioners of South 
Africa and is therefore EAPSA Certified.  
 
Kerry Stanton (Director) is EAPSA certified and is a member of the IAIASA. As such we uphold the professional, 
moral and ethical obligations of these bodies in ensuring that we operate as an independent body in the 
assessment of environmental impacts of any project in which we are involved.  
 
Any Persons Interested In This Project Should Register As An Interested And Affected Party In Order To 
Receive Information And Comment On The Proposal 
 
You are invited to register with: 
Jean Delo 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc 
Phone 031 769 1578  
Fax 031 769 1579 
e-mail kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net 
 
By registering for the process, your name will be included in the register of I & APs and you will be notified of 
meetings and availability of reports for comment. You will be able to offer comments or queries on any written 
submission or information provided which will be included in the reports that will be distributed to the authorities. 
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EXCERPT TAKEN FROM NEMA EIA REGULATIONS DESIGNATING RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
REGISTERED INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES 
 
Registered interested and affected parties entitled to comment on submissions 
58. 
 (1) A registered interested and affected party is entitled to comment, in writing, on all written submissions made to 
the competent authority by the applicant or the EAP managing an application, and to bring to the attention of the 
competent authority any issues which that party believes may be of significance to the consideration of the 
application, provided that – 
(a) comments are submitted within – (i) the timeframes that have been approved or set by the competent authority; 
or 
(ii) any extension of a timeframe agreed to by the applicant or EAP; 
(b) a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent authority is served on the applicant or EAP; and 
(c) the interested and affected party discloses any direct business, financial, personal or other interest which that 
party may have in the approval or refusal of the application. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


The lead consultant on this project is Kerry Stanton.   
She can be contacted on 013 769 1578 or 083 823 1844 







                            
Website: www.ksems.co.za 

Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc 
Phone: 031 769 1578 Fax: 031 769 1579 Cell: 082 823 1844 E- Mail: kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net   

PO Box 396 Gillitts 3606 
Company Registration no: 1999/049452/23 Members: K.A. Stanton (Director) 
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Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort  
uShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development (DEA Ref: 12/12/20/2013) 

 
Minutes of Public Meeting 
 
Date:   13 October 2010 
Venue:  Tongaat Town Hall 
Time:   17:30pm 
 
The public meeting was hosted by Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc, represented 
by Kerry Stanton, Manogrie Chetty, and Chevy Smith. 
 
Agenda: 
 

 Welcome    Kerry Stanton 
 Presentation    Kerry Stanton 
 Questions and Comments  Kerry Stanton 

 
Attendees: 
 

 Kerry Stanton   (KSEMS) 
 Manogrie Chetty  (KSEMS) 
 Chevy Smith       (KSEMS) 
 Rory Wilkinson   (THD) 
 Greg Veerasamy  (THD) 
 Kate Ralfe  (Dube TradePort) 
 Zama Dlamini              (Dube TradePort) 
 Linda   (Izikhwepha) 
 Jeeva Pillay  (Tongaat Civic 

Association) 
 Geoff Pullan  (Councillor) 
 A.R. Ganie  (Exquisite Group) 

 P.A. Lakha  (Tongaat 
Busines Forum) 

 Siva Narainsamy (Tongaat Civic 
Association) 

 Muhammed Dada (Buffelsdale Inv) 
 Ari Perumal  (Private/ Civic 

Association)  
 Krish Govender  (Herrwood 

Residents) 
 Emmanuel Letebele  (Ethekwini)  

 

 
Apologies: 

 S. Moodley 
 M. Abrahams 
 T. Mudly 

 
We wish to thank all interested and affected parties (I & APs) for attending the meeting.  All comments 
raised have been recorded in the minutes and will be included in the Scoping Report.  
 
Record of Comments: 
 
The following is a record of concerns raised at the meeting.  It is important that your comment has been 
acceptably represented.  In this regard please check carefully.  Responses have been provided for each 
issue.  These comments may not be exactly as stated, and have been summarized.    
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Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc 
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Purpose of the Public Meeting: 
 
The public meeting serves as a tool to further inform I & APs about the project proposal and the 
environmental impact assessment (EIA) process, as well as allowing for I & APs to voice their views and 
concerns regarding the project.  These meeting minutes will be distributed to all I & APs and authorities for 
comment.  Once comment is received, they will be included in the Scoping Report, which will be distributed 
to I & APs and authorities for comment.   All comments submitted within the 40 day time frame will be 
included into the final Scoping report which will go to DAEARD for assessment. 
 
Meeting Presentation:  
 
Kerry Stanton greeted and welcomed all I & APs to the meeting. The EIA team and clients were introduced 
to the I & APs present. Kerry presented the purpose of the meeting which was to notify I & APs of their 
responsibility, to discuss the EIA process, the proposal (including a needs and desirability section) and the 
potential impacts. The presentation is attached as Annexure 1. 
 
 
Key concerns raised by I & APs at the start of the meeting were as follows:  
 

 Due process must be followed throughout the environmental assessment and planning phase of the 
project.  

 Potential increase in traffic on both the R102 and uShukela Drive.  
 Identification of benefits for the local community including jobs and business opportunities.  
 Possibility of stimulating tourism in the area.  
 Identification of the developments synergy with the eThekwini Municipality’s Spatial Planning 

Documents and how the development works around the Municipality’s building controls.  
  The economic impact of the development on businesses within the Tongaat CBD.   
  
 

The following issues / concerns were raised by I & APs during the meeting: 
 
Comments: A concern was raised regarding the placement of the application advertisement within the 
North Coast Courier. It was felt that either the Coastal Weekly or King Shaka Weekly would have been more 
appropriate to inform the residents of Tongaat of the application.  
Response: Comment Noted. This will be further investigated and an additional advert may be placed within 
one of these Newspapers.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the authority through which the application was lodged.  
Response : The application has been lodged with the National Department of Environmental Affairs. This is 
because of the location of project has national significance in terms of activities around the King Shaka 
International Airport. Furthermore, Dube TradePort is a provincial government body and requires approval 
from a different authority to avoid any conflict of interests that may exist at the provincial level.  
 
Comments: A concern was raised regarding the loss of viable agricultural land.  
Response : An agricultural assessment has been commissioned as a specialist study to be reviewed and 
assessed within the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Based on the outcome of this specialist study this 
impact will then be rated within the EIR allowing the competent authority to make an informed decision.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the public participation process. Should a large positive response 
not be received on the initial notification, would a more intensive process then be implemented? 
Response: Additional public participation could be considered or included in the process; however it would 
be implemented within the existing project timeframes.  
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Comments:  A query was raised regarding how this development would be integrated into the Tongaat 
Business Economy. It should compliment the existing activities and not contribute to a loss in atmosphere 
within the CBD.  
Response: Comment Noted. This will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact Report.    
 
Comments: Concern was raised regarding this type of development as in the past developers seem to stop 
the development just before the CBD and no effort is made to upgrade “Tongaat” in the process.  
Response: Comment Noted. A specialist has been appointed to conduct a socio-economic study and this 
concern will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact Report.  
 
Comments: The overall spatial development of the area must ensure that Tongaat Town is not sidelined 
economically.   
Response: Comment Noted. A specialist has been appointed to conduct a socio-economic study and this 
concern will be further investigated within Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the impact the development would have on the residents of 
Herrwood.  
Response: Comment Noted. This concern will be further investigated within Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Comments: A question was raised regarding the possible relocation of the Toll Plaza.   
Response: The relocation of the Toll Plaza is outside the scope of this assessment and there are currently 
no plans to shift the Toll Plaza at this stage.  
 
Comments: A query related to the North Urban Development Corridor and potential re-alignment of the 
R102 and UShukela Drive was raised.   
Response: This planning document is essentially eThekwini Municipality’s proposal and no definite 
confirmation of these route alignments can be given at this stage, this would however be further investigated 
in the Scoping and Environmental Impact Report where such may impact upon the development proposal.  
 
Comments:  A concern was raised regarding the presence of drainage lines on the site.  
Response:  A wetland study has been commissioned to identify and de-lineate potential wetland areas. 
Appropriate buffers will be instituted to ensure these environmentally sensitive areas are not impacted upon 
during both the construction and operation of this development.  
 
Comments: During the construction period no heavy vehicles should be allowed on uShukela Drive during 
peak traffic hours.   
Response: This will be further investigated based on information provided in the Traffic Impact Assessment.  
 
Comments: Would there be any height restrictions on the buildings within this development?  
Response: The buildings will be designed and built in accordance with guidelines and  recommendations 
made by the Civil Aviation Authority.  
 
Comments: Is there any mechanism that investigates whether other developments of a similar nature are at 
full capacity prior to commencing with the development of a new site?   
Response: Comment Noted. This concern will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact 
Report. 
 
Comments: The flow of sewage into the Tongaat Waste Water Treatment Works is a critical issue and the 
capacity of the works must be investigated to ensure it can handle the additional load this development 
place on the facility.    
Response: An engineering report has been commissioned related to the capacity of local infrastructure to 
handle a development of this nature. This study will be assessed within the EIR.  
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Comments: The availability of water on site must be investigated as part of the Environmental Assessment 
Process.    
Response: Part of the assessment process is the careful investigation of all the service requirements of the 
development to ensure the local infrastructure can handle the new development. Availability of bulk services 
including water will be confirmed within the engineering reports that have already been commissioned for 
this project.  
 
Comments: A statement was made regarding the potential inadequacies of traffic circles to handle large 
volumes of traffic.  
Response: Comment Noted. The Traffic Impact Assessment will inform all decisions regarding the layout of 
intersections within the proposed development.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the potential widening of uShukela Drive and the creation of the 
link road between uShukela Drive and the Trade Zone. It was felt that this may cause people to use this link 
road as a means to avoid the toll when entering the airport. A proliferation of this behaviour would then 
damage the alternate routes in the area.   
Response: Access to Airport via the Trade Zone would more than likely become a freight orientated route, 
rather than a passenger orientated route. Any restrictions however would be guided by the conclusions 
found within the Traffic Impact Assessment.  
 
Comments: A comment regarding the lack of apparent integration between the Spatial Development Plan 
and the Inyaninga and uShukela Highway Developments was made and frustration expressed at the 
difficulty in commenting on these processes when the bigger picture is not clear in terms of the overall 
development plans for the area. It was felt that in some cases information is being withheld by the eThekwini 
Municipality.  
Response (Emmanuel Letebele): Efforts are being made on the behalf of both eThekwini Municipality and 
Tongaat Hulett Developments in an attempt to achieve alignment (where appropriate) between the city’s 
spatial development plan for the area and plans of the private developer.   
 
Comments: It was felt that such information pertaining to these issues of spatial development should be 
more widely distributed by eThekwini Municipality.  
Response: Comment Noted.   
 
Comments: It should be noted that the environmental assessment process should not be portrayed as a 
process whereby the decision has already been made and that decision is positive. The general public 
should not assume that just because the development has been proposed it has the approval of the 
Municipality.  
Response: Comment Noted. The proposed development would be required to undergo all necessary 
planning approval and development facilitation act etc. that fall outside of the assessment process.  
 
Comments: There should be a provision for rainwater harvesting and efficient use of water within the 
proposed development. Waste should be reduced and then subsequently separated and recycled.  
Response: Comment Noted. The development will be aligned to the latest sustainability principles with such 
recommendations being incorporated in both the design and management of the individual buildings and 
site.    
 
Comments: The roads within the development should be designed to be as safe as possible.   
Response: Comment Noted. The design of the roads would be informed by the recommendations of the 
traffic impact assessment which would comply with the necessary design specifications pertaining to roads 
of this size and carrying capacity.  
 
The meeting was closed by Kerry Stanton at 19:10 pm 
 
 
 
 
 





From: KSEMS
To: "malcolm.moses@dae.kzntl.gov.za"; "vanrensburgd@durban.gov.za"; "reddyp@dwa.gov.za";

"dlaminip@kznwildlife.com"; "archeology@amafapmb.co.za"; "afromatz@telkomsa.net";
"sthendzimbomvu@bioregional.com"; "ndzimbomvumk@durban.gov.za"; "geoffpullan@iafrica.com"; "Bruce
Stephenson"; "krish.govender@actom.co.za"; "tongaatbusinessforum@gmail.com";
"tongaatcivicassociation@gmail.com"

Bcc: "Chevy Smith"; "Manogrie.ksems@telkomsa.net"
Subject: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development- Public Meeting Minutes
Date: 27 October 2010 08:13:00 AM
Attachments: Final Public Meeting Minutes.pdf

Dear I & AP,

 

Please find attached the minutes of the Public Meeting held at the Tongaat Town Hall on the 13th

of October 2010 for the Proposed uShukela Highway Development.

 

Should you have any further comments or require amendments to the attached minutes please

forward your comments in writing before the 5th of November 2010.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Chevy Smith

Lead Environmental Consultant Roads and Infrastructure

 

 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc

4 Woodville Lane off Hawkstone Road, Summerveld, Assagay

Postal     P.O. Box 396; Gillitts; 3603

Phone     031 7691578

Fax         031 7691579

Website www.ksems.co.za

 
This message may contain information which is confidential or private in nature, some or all  of which may be subject

to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, use, distribute, copy or act in reliance of this

message or are any file which may be attached. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender

immediately by e-mail, facsimile or telephone and thereafter return and/or delete it from your system. Kerry Seppings

Environmental Management Specialists cc accepts no liability (to the fullest extent permitted by law) for opinions,

conclusions and other information in this message which do not relate to its official business. This message was

scanned for viruses before being sent. However, the recipient should also scan this e-mail and any attached files for

viruses and the like. Neither Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc nor the sender accepts any

responsibility or liability for viruses or loss, damage or expense resulting from the access of this e-mail or any files

which are attached hereto. Please note that Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc reserves the

right to monitor e-mails sent or received. 
 
Please think of the environment before printing out this email.
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Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort  
uShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development (DEA Ref: 12/12/20/2013) 


 
Minutes of Public Meeting 
 
Date:   13 October 2010 
Venue:  Tongaat Town Hall 
Time:   17:30pm 
 
The public meeting was hosted by Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc, represented 
by Kerry Stanton, Manogrie Chetty, and Chevy Smith. 
 
Agenda: 
 


 Welcome    Kerry Stanton 
 Presentation    Kerry Stanton 
 Questions and Comments  Kerry Stanton 


 
Attendees: 
 


 Kerry Stanton   (KSEMS) 
 Manogrie Chetty  (KSEMS) 
 Chevy Smith       (KSEMS) 
 Rory Wilkinson   (THD) 
 Greg Veerasamy  (THD) 
 Kate Ralfe  (Dube TradePort) 
 Zama Dlamini              (Dube TradePort) 
 Linda   (Izikhwepha) 
 Jeeva Pillay  (Tongaat Civic 


Association) 
 Geoff Pullan  (Councillor) 
 A.R. Ganie  (Exquisite Group) 


 P.A. Lakha  (Tongaat 
Busines Forum) 


 Siva Narainsamy (Tongaat Civic 
Association) 


 Muhammed Dada (Buffelsdale Inv) 
 Ari Perumal  (Private/ Civic 


Association)  
 Krish Govender  (Herrwood 


Residents) 
 Emmanuel Letebele  (Ethekwini)  


 


 
Apologies: 


 S. Moodley 
 M. Abrahams 
 T. Mudly 


 
We wish to thank all interested and affected parties (I & APs) for attending the meeting.  All comments 
raised have been recorded in the minutes and will be included in the Scoping Report.  
 
Record of Comments: 
 
The following is a record of concerns raised at the meeting.  It is important that your comment has been 
acceptably represented.  In this regard please check carefully.  Responses have been provided for each 
issue.  These comments may not be exactly as stated, and have been summarized.    
 
 







                            
Website: www.ksems.co.za 


Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc 
Phone: 031 769 1578 Fax: 031 769 1579 Cell: 082 823 1844 E- Mail: kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net   


PO Box 396 Gillitts 3606 
Company Registration no: 1999/049452/23 Members: K.A. Stanton (Director) 


2


 
 
Purpose of the Public Meeting: 
 
The public meeting serves as a tool to further inform I & APs about the project proposal and the 
environmental impact assessment (EIA) process, as well as allowing for I & APs to voice their views and 
concerns regarding the project.  These meeting minutes will be distributed to all I & APs and authorities for 
comment.  Once comment is received, they will be included in the Scoping Report, which will be distributed 
to I & APs and authorities for comment.   All comments submitted within the 40 day time frame will be 
included into the final Scoping report which will go to DAEARD for assessment. 
 
Meeting Presentation:  
 
Kerry Stanton greeted and welcomed all I & APs to the meeting. The EIA team and clients were introduced 
to the I & APs present. Kerry presented the purpose of the meeting which was to notify I & APs of their 
responsibility, to discuss the EIA process, the proposal (including a needs and desirability section) and the 
potential impacts. The presentation is attached as Annexure 1. 
 
 
Key concerns raised by I & APs at the start of the meeting were as follows:  
 


 Due process must be followed throughout the environmental assessment and planning phase of the 
project.  


 Potential increase in traffic on both the R102 and uShukela Drive.  
 Identification of benefits for the local community including jobs and business opportunities.  
 Possibility of stimulating tourism in the area.  
 Identification of the developments synergy with the eThekwini Municipality’s Spatial Planning 


Documents and how the development works around the Municipality’s building controls.  
  The economic impact of the development on businesses within the Tongaat CBD.   
  
 


The following issues / concerns were raised by I & APs during the meeting: 
 
Comments: A concern was raised regarding the placement of the application advertisement within the 
North Coast Courier. It was felt that either the Coastal Weekly or King Shaka Weekly would have been more 
appropriate to inform the residents of Tongaat of the application.  
Response: Comment Noted. This will be further investigated and an additional advert may be placed within 
one of these Newspapers.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the authority through which the application was lodged.  
Response : The application has been lodged with the National Department of Environmental Affairs. This is 
because of the location of project has national significance in terms of activities around the King Shaka 
International Airport. Furthermore, Dube TradePort is a provincial government body and requires approval 
from a different authority to avoid any conflict of interests that may exist at the provincial level.  
 
Comments: A concern was raised regarding the loss of viable agricultural land.  
Response : An agricultural assessment has been commissioned as a specialist study to be reviewed and 
assessed within the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Based on the outcome of this specialist study this 
impact will then be rated within the EIR allowing the competent authority to make an informed decision.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the public participation process. Should a large positive response 
not be received on the initial notification, would a more intensive process then be implemented? 
Response: Additional public participation could be considered or included in the process; however it would 
be implemented within the existing project timeframes.  
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Comments:  A query was raised regarding how this development would be integrated into the Tongaat 
Business Economy. It should compliment the existing activities and not contribute to a loss in atmosphere 
within the CBD.  
Response: Comment Noted. This will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact Report.    
 
Comments: Concern was raised regarding this type of development as in the past developers seem to stop 
the development just before the CBD and no effort is made to upgrade “Tongaat” in the process.  
Response: Comment Noted. A specialist has been appointed to conduct a socio-economic study and this 
concern will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact Report.  
 
Comments: The overall spatial development of the area must ensure that Tongaat Town is not sidelined 
economically.   
Response: Comment Noted. A specialist has been appointed to conduct a socio-economic study and this 
concern will be further investigated within Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the impact the development would have on the residents of 
Herrwood.  
Response: Comment Noted. This concern will be further investigated within Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Comments: A question was raised regarding the possible relocation of the Toll Plaza.   
Response: The relocation of the Toll Plaza is outside the scope of this assessment and there are currently 
no plans to shift the Toll Plaza at this stage.  
 
Comments: A query related to the North Urban Development Corridor and potential re-alignment of the 
R102 and UShukela Drive was raised.   
Response: This planning document is essentially eThekwini Municipality’s proposal and no definite 
confirmation of these route alignments can be given at this stage, this would however be further investigated 
in the Scoping and Environmental Impact Report where such may impact upon the development proposal.  
 
Comments:  A concern was raised regarding the presence of drainage lines on the site.  
Response:  A wetland study has been commissioned to identify and de-lineate potential wetland areas. 
Appropriate buffers will be instituted to ensure these environmentally sensitive areas are not impacted upon 
during both the construction and operation of this development.  
 
Comments: During the construction period no heavy vehicles should be allowed on uShukela Drive during 
peak traffic hours.   
Response: This will be further investigated based on information provided in the Traffic Impact Assessment.  
 
Comments: Would there be any height restrictions on the buildings within this development?  
Response: The buildings will be designed and built in accordance with guidelines and  recommendations 
made by the Civil Aviation Authority.  
 
Comments: Is there any mechanism that investigates whether other developments of a similar nature are at 
full capacity prior to commencing with the development of a new site?   
Response: Comment Noted. This concern will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact 
Report. 
 
Comments: The flow of sewage into the Tongaat Waste Water Treatment Works is a critical issue and the 
capacity of the works must be investigated to ensure it can handle the additional load this development 
place on the facility.    
Response: An engineering report has been commissioned related to the capacity of local infrastructure to 
handle a development of this nature. This study will be assessed within the EIR.  
 
 
 
 







                            
Website: www.ksems.co.za 


Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc 
Phone: 031 769 1578 Fax: 031 769 1579 Cell: 082 823 1844 E- Mail: kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net   


PO Box 396 Gillitts 3606 
Company Registration no: 1999/049452/23 Members: K.A. Stanton (Director) 


4


Comments: The availability of water on site must be investigated as part of the Environmental Assessment 
Process.    
Response: Part of the assessment process is the careful investigation of all the service requirements of the 
development to ensure the local infrastructure can handle the new development. Availability of bulk services 
including water will be confirmed within the engineering reports that have already been commissioned for 
this project.  
 
Comments: A statement was made regarding the potential inadequacies of traffic circles to handle large 
volumes of traffic.  
Response: Comment Noted. The Traffic Impact Assessment will inform all decisions regarding the layout of 
intersections within the proposed development.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the potential widening of uShukela Drive and the creation of the 
link road between uShukela Drive and the Trade Zone. It was felt that this may cause people to use this link 
road as a means to avoid the toll when entering the airport. A proliferation of this behaviour would then 
damage the alternate routes in the area.   
Response: Access to Airport via the Trade Zone would more than likely become a freight orientated route, 
rather than a passenger orientated route. Any restrictions however would be guided by the conclusions 
found within the Traffic Impact Assessment.  
 
Comments: A comment regarding the lack of apparent integration between the Spatial Development Plan 
and the Inyaninga and uShukela Highway Developments was made and frustration expressed at the 
difficulty in commenting on these processes when the bigger picture is not clear in terms of the overall 
development plans for the area. It was felt that in some cases information is being withheld by the eThekwini 
Municipality.  
Response (Emmanuel Letebele): Efforts are being made on the behalf of both eThekwini Municipality and 
Tongaat Hulett Developments in an attempt to achieve alignment (where appropriate) between the city’s 
spatial development plan for the area and plans of the private developer.   
 
Comments: It was felt that such information pertaining to these issues of spatial development should be 
more widely distributed by eThekwini Municipality.  
Response: Comment Noted.   
 
Comments: It should be noted that the environmental assessment process should not be portrayed as a 
process whereby the decision has already been made and that decision is positive. The general public 
should not assume that just because the development has been proposed it has the approval of the 
Municipality.  
Response: Comment Noted. The proposed development would be required to undergo all necessary 
planning approval and development facilitation act etc. that fall outside of the assessment process.  
 
Comments: There should be a provision for rainwater harvesting and efficient use of water within the 
proposed development. Waste should be reduced and then subsequently separated and recycled.  
Response: Comment Noted. The development will be aligned to the latest sustainability principles with such 
recommendations being incorporated in both the design and management of the individual buildings and 
site.    
 
Comments: The roads within the development should be designed to be as safe as possible.   
Response: Comment Noted. The design of the roads would be informed by the recommendations of the 
traffic impact assessment which would comply with the necessary design specifications pertaining to roads 
of this size and carrying capacity.  
 
The meeting was closed by Kerry Stanton at 19:10 pm 
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Annexure 1 
  


 







ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePortTongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort


uShukela Highway Business and Office Park DevelopmentuShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development
EIA Number: 12/12/20/2013EIA Number: 12/12/20/2013


13 October 201013 October 2010







INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
•• WelcomeWelcome


•• Who are we?Who are we?


•• Purpose of meetingPurpose of meeting


•• Process for todayProcess for today’’s meeting:s meeting:
•• Introduction and overview of proposalIntroduction and overview of proposal
•• Questions and Comments periodQuestions and Comments period


•• Please keep all comments and questions for the Questions Please keep all comments and questions for the Questions 
and Comments period at the end of the presentationand Comments period at the end of the presentation







RESPONSIBILITIES OF I & APsRESPONSIBILITIES OF I & APs


•• Registered I & APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all Registered I & APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all 
written submissions made to the authority and to raise any written submissions made to the authority and to raise any 
issues that they believe may be of significance provided that: issues that they believe may be of significance provided that: 


•• comments are submitted within the timeframes set by the comments are submitted within the timeframes set by the 
competent authority or extensions of timeframes agreed competent authority or extensions of timeframes agreed 
to by the applicant or EAP;to by the applicant or EAP;


•• a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent   a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent   
authority is served on the applicant or EAP; andauthority is served on the applicant or EAP; and


•• the I & AP discloses any direct business, financial, the I & AP discloses any direct business, financial, 
personal or other interest which that party may have in personal or other interest which that party may have in 
the approval or refusal of the applicationthe approval or refusal of the application







Environmental Impact Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA)Assessment (EIA)


•• What is it?What is it?
 Tool for assessing the potential environmental impacts of a Tool for assessing the potential environmental impacts of a 


project/development.project/development.


 The environment includes people, nature, air, and the The environment includes people, nature, air, and the 
economy.economy.


 The findings of the assessment are used to help authorities & The findings of the assessment are used to help authorities & 
decisiondecision--makers authorise a project/development.makers authorise a project/development.


 The EIA is governed by a set of regulations called the National The EIA is governed by a set of regulations called the National 
Environmental Management Act.Environmental Management Act.


 The act identifies two types of environmental assessments i.e. The act identifies two types of environmental assessments i.e. 
basic assessment & scoping and EIA.basic assessment & scoping and EIA.







Scoping & EIA processScoping & EIA process


Application FormApplication Form


Public ParticipationPublic Participation


Scoping report & plan ofScoping report & plan of
Study for EIAStudy for EIA


Submit scoping report forSubmit scoping report for
Authority & I&AP ReviewAuthority & I&AP Review


Approve/RejectApprove/Reject
ScopingScoping


Proceed with EIR, Proceed with EIR, 
submission for authoritysubmission for authority


& I&AP review& I&AP review


Submission of final reportSubmission of final report


Environmental Environmental 
Authorisation Authorisation 


(EA)(EA)







Legal Requirement for Scoping & Legal Requirement for Scoping & 
EIAEIA


As per the NEMA EIA regulations, the proposedAs per the NEMA EIA regulations, the proposed
Business and Office Park requires a Scoping & EIABusiness and Office Park requires a Scoping & EIA
application due to the following:application due to the following:


•• The proposed site consists of 137ha of undeveloped The proposed site consists of 137ha of undeveloped 
land. It is the applicantsland. It is the applicants’’ intent to develop the area intent to develop the area 
for the purpose of light industry, warehousing, for the purpose of light industry, warehousing, 
business park, retail, trade zone and offices.business park, retail, trade zone and offices.


•• The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the 
storage, or storage and handling of a dangerous storage, or storage and handling of a dangerous 
good, where such storage occurs in containers with good, where such storage occurs in containers with 
a combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.a combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.







•• Multiple access roads will be required to service Multiple access roads will be required to service 
the proposed development.the proposed development.


•• Infrastructure relating to electrical distributionInfrastructure relating to electrical distribution. 


•• Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and 
management of sewage will be required. management of sewage will be required. 


•• The proposed development may require the The proposed development may require the 
construction of bulk stormwater outlet structures construction of bulk stormwater outlet structures 
and/or infrastructure within 32 metres of a and/or infrastructure within 32 metres of a 
watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a 
watercourse. watercourse. 


Legal Requirement for Scoping & Legal Requirement for Scoping & 
EIAEIA







PROCESS TO DATEPROCESS TO DATE
•• On the 21On the 21stst of September of September 


2010, neighbours adjacent to 2010, neighbours adjacent to 
the site boundary were the site boundary were 
notified by hand (Herrwood notified by hand (Herrwood 
Community).Community).


•• I&APs were notified by email I&APs were notified by email 
or phone on the 22or phone on the 22ndnd


September 2010.September 2010.


•• One English and one Zulu A2 One English and one Zulu A2 
signboards were placed at the signboards were placed at the 
existing entrance to the site, existing entrance to the site, 
with an additional English with an additional English 
signboard placed nearer to signboard placed nearer to 
the Herrwood Community the Herrwood Community 
(figure 1).(figure 1).


•• The application was The application was 
advertised in the North Coast advertised in the North Coast 
Courier and Isolezwe Courier and Isolezwe 
newspapers.newspapers.


•• The following authorities & The following authorities & 
were notified by email or were notified by email or 
phone:phone:


•• eThekwini MunicipalityeThekwini Municipality
•• KZN WildlifeKZN Wildlife
•• DWADWA
•• ESKOMESKOM
•• SANRALSANRAL
•• KZN DOTKZN DOT
•• AMAFAAMAFA
•• WESSAWESSA
•• Rate Payers AssociationRate Payers Association
•• Ward CouncilorsWard Councilors
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Figure 1a: Photograph showing English signboard at the existing entrance to the site. 


Figure 1b: Photograph showing Zulu signboard at the existing entrance to the site. 


Figure 1c: Photograph showing English signboard near the southern site boundary. 







ENGLISH ADVERT – The North 
Coast Courier







ZULU ADVERT – Isolezwe 
Newspaper







BACKGROUNDBACKGROUND
 The greater Tongaat region located just north of the The greater Tongaat region located just north of the 


Dube TradePort (DTP) & King Shaka International Dube TradePort (DTP) & King Shaka International 
Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, been identified for Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, been identified for 
new housing, economic and employment opportunities. new housing, economic and employment opportunities. 


 The uShukela Highway Development proposal aims to The uShukela Highway Development proposal aims to 
unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute 
to the development of a new to the development of a new ““AerotropolisAerotropolis””..


 The EIA application process is a joint venture between a The EIA application process is a joint venture between a 
private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) 
and a government body (Dube TradePort).and a government body (Dube TradePort).







Site DescriptionSite Description
•• The site is currently unzoned and is being used for The site is currently unzoned and is being used for 


commercial sugar cane farming. commercial sugar cane farming. 


•• Gravel cane access tracks service the area with Gravel cane access tracks service the area with 
few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. 


•• The site comprises of gently rolling hills with The site comprises of gently rolling hills with 
flatter/planar topography. flatter/planar topography. 







Site DescriptionSite Description


•• Most of the drainage lines within the site Most of the drainage lines within the site 
boundary have been altered for farming boundary have been altered for farming 
practices. practices. 


•• The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane 
plantations; east by the N2; the south by the plantations; east by the N2; the south by the 
KSIA airport and north by the uShukela KSIA airport and north by the uShukela 
Highway.Highway.
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Figure 3: Aerial map of the proposed the site  


A: Photograph showing 
cultivated area. 


B: Photograph showing 
the Hlawe River. 


cf
C: Photographer looking 
south across the site. 


D: Photograph showing  
the Herrwood community 
on the left.


E: Altered drainage line in 
the foreground. 


F: Photographer looking 
north across the site. 







Proposal
•• The proposal is to develop a new Business, The proposal is to develop a new Business, 


Industrial and Commercial development  that Industrial and Commercial development  that 
will will --
-- Acknowledge & respond to the existing physical and natural     Acknowledge & respond to the existing physical and natural     


conditions on site and the siteconditions on site and the site’’s contexts context
-- Provide for linkage, integration & support to the Dube Provide for linkage, integration & support to the Dube 


TradePortTradePort
-- Provide for a mix and variety of commercial and industrial Provide for a mix and variety of commercial and industrial 


uses and activities including potentially uses and activities including potentially –– offices, business   offices, business   
park, trade zone extension, retail, warehousing, showroompark, trade zone extension, retail, warehousing, showrooms, s, 
light & service industrial and petrol filling stationslight & service industrial and petrol filling stations


-- Be developed around a sustainable development model Be developed around a sustainable development model 
including potential for including potential for -- Green buildings, green infrastructure,    Green buildings, green infrastructure,    
rehabilitated and managed open space, new employment and rehabilitated and managed open space, new employment and 
economic opportunitieseconomic opportunities
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Development 


Dube TradePort & King Shaka International AirportDube TradePort & King Shaka International Airport


uShukela Drive and link to TradePortuShukela Drive and link to TradePort


Visibility and Accessibility to National and Regional Road netwoVisibility and Accessibility to National and Regional Road networkrk


Existing physical conditions Existing physical conditions –– wetlands, avenues of trees, historic buildingswetlands, avenues of trees, historic buildings


Noise Contours and Flight safety limitationsNoise Contours and Flight safety limitations
Development InfluencesProximity to TongaatProximity to Tongaat
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Development Principles


Accessible and connected


Promote a well managed, safe & secure, 
clean public environment


Support future transportation policy and planning 
reinforce the potential for public transport 


Existing Avenue


Providing for a wide mix of commercial, service 
and industrial uses and activities – to broaden 
the choice and complexity


Design and implement in a way that increases 
the vitality and sustainability of the development


Promote a legible and structured public 
realm
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NEED & DESIRABILITY


•• The new Dube TradePort incorporating the KSIA not The new Dube TradePort incorporating the KSIA not 
only provides for an increased number of passengers only provides for an increased number of passengers 
and direct international flights, but critically, a new and direct international flights, but critically, a new 
trade and logistics gateway for Southern Africa trade and logistics gateway for Southern Africa –– It is It is 
therefore important to ensure that this foundation and therefore important to ensure that this foundation and 
the associated significant investment that has been the associated significant investment that has been 
made is leveraged off and supported made is leveraged off and supported –– this this 
development will contribute towards that in a big waydevelopment will contribute towards that in a big way


•• At the same time there is a real need, in the north of At the same time there is a real need, in the north of 
the city for the provision of new, sustainable the city for the provision of new, sustainable 
employment and economic opportunities employment and economic opportunities –– this this 
development goes a long way to contributing to this development goes a long way to contributing to this 
needneed







NEED & DESIRABILITY
•• This development will also leverage off and support This development will also leverage off and support 


the much needed new link road that is proposed the much needed new link road that is proposed 
between the uShukela Highway and the TradePortbetween the uShukela Highway and the TradePort


•• This development will also provide an alternative new This development will also provide an alternative new 
product offering and options for airport and trade zone product offering and options for airport and trade zone 
related activities and uses which are not able to, do related activities and uses which are not able to, do 
not want to or cannot afford to, rent within the airport not want to or cannot afford to, rent within the airport 
boundary (leasehold) as this development will boundary (leasehold) as this development will 
potentially also provide for freehold ownership and a potentially also provide for freehold ownership and a 
wider range of uses and activitieswider range of uses and activities


•• There is a substantial amount of existing and/or There is a substantial amount of existing and/or 
proposed new service infrastructure and this proposed new service infrastructure and this 
development would therefore contribute towards development would therefore contribute towards 
maximising the use of such maximising the use of such 







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS FOR POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS FOR 
INVESTIGATION INVESTIGATION -- CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Generation of dust, solid waste and 
noise pollution.


This will be controlled with an EMPr.


Increase in traffic. Will need to be carefully controlled 
through flagman, timing of vehicles 
etc.


Potential impact on environmentally 
sensitive areas i.e. wetland, river, 
drainage line. 


Buffers will be implemented. This will 
be controlled with an EMPr.







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS 
FOR INVESTIGATION FOR INVESTIGATION -- OPERATIONOPERATION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Increase in traffic. A traffic impact assessment has been 
commissioned. 


Cumulative impact on services in the areas. Adequate infrastructure to be installed to 
service the development. 


Potential impact in property values. Positive impact – no mitigation measure 
required.


Potential for future investment & employment 
opportunities in the area as a result of the 
proposed development. 


Positive impact – no mitigation measure 
required.


Potential impact to Aircraft Safety To be investigated and the development 
plans to be designed within the relevant 
Aircraft Safety guidelines







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS 
FOR INVESTIGATION FOR INVESTIGATION -- OPERATIONOPERATION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Potential impact to existing wetlands and 
drainage lines and buffers


Wetland functionality investigation to be 
undertaken


Loss of Agricultural Land Consideration and assessment to be 
undertaken


Potential impact on Heritage resources Heritage Impact Assessment to be 
undertaken 


Impacts from stormwater runoff Appropriate options will be evaluated within 
the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 


Potential impact on existing water pipeline To be mitigated via design guidelines and 
EMPr







CONCLUSIONCONCLUSION
•• Impacts and mitigation measures will be further Impacts and mitigation measures will be further 


investigated in the Scoping Report and EIRinvestigated in the Scoping Report and EIR


•• Potential, viable alternatives will be identified in the Potential, viable alternatives will be identified in the 
Scoping Report and considered and assessed in the EIRScoping Report and considered and assessed in the EIR


•• Additional issues or comments will form part of the Additional issues or comments will form part of the 
investigation into the impact of the proposed developmentinvestigation into the impact of the proposed development


•• Comments and issues are welcomeComments and issues are welcome







THE ENDTHE END







From: KSEMS
To: "joline@edstan.com"; "jeeva@telkomsa.net"; "LandmanC@nra.co.za"; "Judy Marx (ER)";

"sealodge@iafrica.com"; "linda@aquatransport.co.za"; "remaxlamerc@telkomsa.net";
"kzncontainers@iburst.co.za"; "nis@absamail.co.za"; "selvie.perumal@fnbib.co.za";
"selvie.perumal@fnb.co.za"; "Vasu Moodley"; "mp@thepub.co.za"; "bonganim39@gmail.com";
"santhan.moodley@gmail.com"; "abrahamm@durban.gov.za"; "cnaidoo@mitchford.co.za"

Bcc: "Chevy Smith"; "Manogrie.ksems@telkomsa.net"
Subject: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development- Public Meeting Minutes
Date: 27 October 2010 08:17:00 AM
Attachments: Final Public Meeting Minutes.pdf

Dear I & AP,

 

Please find attached the minutes of the Public Meeting held at the Tongaat Town Hall on the 13th

of October 2010 for the Proposed uShukela Highway Development.

 

Should you have any further comments or require amendments to the attached minutes please

forward your comments in writing before the 5th of November 2010.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Chevy Smith

Lead Environmental Consultant Roads and Infrastructure

 

 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc

4 Woodville Lane off Hawkstone Road, Summerveld, Assagay

Postal     P.O. Box 396; Gillitts; 3603

Phone     031 7691578

Fax         031 7691579

Website www.ksems.co.za

 
This message may contain information which is confidential or private in nature, some or all  of which may be subject

to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, use, distribute, copy or act in reliance of this

message or are any file which may be attached. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender

immediately by e-mail, facsimile or telephone and thereafter return and/or delete it from your system. Kerry Seppings

Environmental Management Specialists cc accepts no liability (to the fullest extent permitted by law) for opinions,

conclusions and other information in this message which do not relate to its official business. This message was

scanned for viruses before being sent. However, the recipient should also scan this e-mail and any attached files for

viruses and the like. Neither Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc nor the sender accepts any

responsibility or liability for viruses or loss, damage or expense resulting from the access of this e-mail or any files

which are attached hereto. Please note that Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc reserves the

right to monitor e-mails sent or received. 
 
Please think of the environment before printing out this email.
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Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort  
uShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development (DEA Ref: 12/12/20/2013) 


 
Minutes of Public Meeting 
 
Date:   13 October 2010 
Venue:  Tongaat Town Hall 
Time:   17:30pm 
 
The public meeting was hosted by Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc, represented 
by Kerry Stanton, Manogrie Chetty, and Chevy Smith. 
 
Agenda: 
 


 Welcome    Kerry Stanton 
 Presentation    Kerry Stanton 
 Questions and Comments  Kerry Stanton 


 
Attendees: 
 


 Kerry Stanton   (KSEMS) 
 Manogrie Chetty  (KSEMS) 
 Chevy Smith       (KSEMS) 
 Rory Wilkinson   (THD) 
 Greg Veerasamy  (THD) 
 Kate Ralfe  (Dube TradePort) 
 Zama Dlamini              (Dube TradePort) 
 Linda   (Izikhwepha) 
 Jeeva Pillay  (Tongaat Civic 


Association) 
 Geoff Pullan  (Councillor) 
 A.R. Ganie  (Exquisite Group) 


 P.A. Lakha  (Tongaat 
Busines Forum) 


 Siva Narainsamy (Tongaat Civic 
Association) 


 Muhammed Dada (Buffelsdale Inv) 
 Ari Perumal  (Private/ Civic 


Association)  
 Krish Govender  (Herrwood 


Residents) 
 Emmanuel Letebele  (Ethekwini)  


 


 
Apologies: 


 S. Moodley 
 M. Abrahams 
 T. Mudly 


 
We wish to thank all interested and affected parties (I & APs) for attending the meeting.  All comments 
raised have been recorded in the minutes and will be included in the Scoping Report.  
 
Record of Comments: 
 
The following is a record of concerns raised at the meeting.  It is important that your comment has been 
acceptably represented.  In this regard please check carefully.  Responses have been provided for each 
issue.  These comments may not be exactly as stated, and have been summarized.    
 
 







                            
Website: www.ksems.co.za 


Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc 
Phone: 031 769 1578 Fax: 031 769 1579 Cell: 082 823 1844 E- Mail: kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net   


PO Box 396 Gillitts 3606 
Company Registration no: 1999/049452/23 Members: K.A. Stanton (Director) 


2


 
 
Purpose of the Public Meeting: 
 
The public meeting serves as a tool to further inform I & APs about the project proposal and the 
environmental impact assessment (EIA) process, as well as allowing for I & APs to voice their views and 
concerns regarding the project.  These meeting minutes will be distributed to all I & APs and authorities for 
comment.  Once comment is received, they will be included in the Scoping Report, which will be distributed 
to I & APs and authorities for comment.   All comments submitted within the 40 day time frame will be 
included into the final Scoping report which will go to DAEARD for assessment. 
 
Meeting Presentation:  
 
Kerry Stanton greeted and welcomed all I & APs to the meeting. The EIA team and clients were introduced 
to the I & APs present. Kerry presented the purpose of the meeting which was to notify I & APs of their 
responsibility, to discuss the EIA process, the proposal (including a needs and desirability section) and the 
potential impacts. The presentation is attached as Annexure 1. 
 
 
Key concerns raised by I & APs at the start of the meeting were as follows:  
 


 Due process must be followed throughout the environmental assessment and planning phase of the 
project.  


 Potential increase in traffic on both the R102 and uShukela Drive.  
 Identification of benefits for the local community including jobs and business opportunities.  
 Possibility of stimulating tourism in the area.  
 Identification of the developments synergy with the eThekwini Municipality’s Spatial Planning 


Documents and how the development works around the Municipality’s building controls.  
  The economic impact of the development on businesses within the Tongaat CBD.   
  
 


The following issues / concerns were raised by I & APs during the meeting: 
 
Comments: A concern was raised regarding the placement of the application advertisement within the 
North Coast Courier. It was felt that either the Coastal Weekly or King Shaka Weekly would have been more 
appropriate to inform the residents of Tongaat of the application.  
Response: Comment Noted. This will be further investigated and an additional advert may be placed within 
one of these Newspapers.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the authority through which the application was lodged.  
Response : The application has been lodged with the National Department of Environmental Affairs. This is 
because of the location of project has national significance in terms of activities around the King Shaka 
International Airport. Furthermore, Dube TradePort is a provincial government body and requires approval 
from a different authority to avoid any conflict of interests that may exist at the provincial level.  
 
Comments: A concern was raised regarding the loss of viable agricultural land.  
Response : An agricultural assessment has been commissioned as a specialist study to be reviewed and 
assessed within the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Based on the outcome of this specialist study this 
impact will then be rated within the EIR allowing the competent authority to make an informed decision.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the public participation process. Should a large positive response 
not be received on the initial notification, would a more intensive process then be implemented? 
Response: Additional public participation could be considered or included in the process; however it would 
be implemented within the existing project timeframes.  
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Comments:  A query was raised regarding how this development would be integrated into the Tongaat 
Business Economy. It should compliment the existing activities and not contribute to a loss in atmosphere 
within the CBD.  
Response: Comment Noted. This will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact Report.    
 
Comments: Concern was raised regarding this type of development as in the past developers seem to stop 
the development just before the CBD and no effort is made to upgrade “Tongaat” in the process.  
Response: Comment Noted. A specialist has been appointed to conduct a socio-economic study and this 
concern will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact Report.  
 
Comments: The overall spatial development of the area must ensure that Tongaat Town is not sidelined 
economically.   
Response: Comment Noted. A specialist has been appointed to conduct a socio-economic study and this 
concern will be further investigated within Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the impact the development would have on the residents of 
Herrwood.  
Response: Comment Noted. This concern will be further investigated within Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Comments: A question was raised regarding the possible relocation of the Toll Plaza.   
Response: The relocation of the Toll Plaza is outside the scope of this assessment and there are currently 
no plans to shift the Toll Plaza at this stage.  
 
Comments: A query related to the North Urban Development Corridor and potential re-alignment of the 
R102 and UShukela Drive was raised.   
Response: This planning document is essentially eThekwini Municipality’s proposal and no definite 
confirmation of these route alignments can be given at this stage, this would however be further investigated 
in the Scoping and Environmental Impact Report where such may impact upon the development proposal.  
 
Comments:  A concern was raised regarding the presence of drainage lines on the site.  
Response:  A wetland study has been commissioned to identify and de-lineate potential wetland areas. 
Appropriate buffers will be instituted to ensure these environmentally sensitive areas are not impacted upon 
during both the construction and operation of this development.  
 
Comments: During the construction period no heavy vehicles should be allowed on uShukela Drive during 
peak traffic hours.   
Response: This will be further investigated based on information provided in the Traffic Impact Assessment.  
 
Comments: Would there be any height restrictions on the buildings within this development?  
Response: The buildings will be designed and built in accordance with guidelines and  recommendations 
made by the Civil Aviation Authority.  
 
Comments: Is there any mechanism that investigates whether other developments of a similar nature are at 
full capacity prior to commencing with the development of a new site?   
Response: Comment Noted. This concern will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact 
Report. 
 
Comments: The flow of sewage into the Tongaat Waste Water Treatment Works is a critical issue and the 
capacity of the works must be investigated to ensure it can handle the additional load this development 
place on the facility.    
Response: An engineering report has been commissioned related to the capacity of local infrastructure to 
handle a development of this nature. This study will be assessed within the EIR.  
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Comments: The availability of water on site must be investigated as part of the Environmental Assessment 
Process.    
Response: Part of the assessment process is the careful investigation of all the service requirements of the 
development to ensure the local infrastructure can handle the new development. Availability of bulk services 
including water will be confirmed within the engineering reports that have already been commissioned for 
this project.  
 
Comments: A statement was made regarding the potential inadequacies of traffic circles to handle large 
volumes of traffic.  
Response: Comment Noted. The Traffic Impact Assessment will inform all decisions regarding the layout of 
intersections within the proposed development.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the potential widening of uShukela Drive and the creation of the 
link road between uShukela Drive and the Trade Zone. It was felt that this may cause people to use this link 
road as a means to avoid the toll when entering the airport. A proliferation of this behaviour would then 
damage the alternate routes in the area.   
Response: Access to Airport via the Trade Zone would more than likely become a freight orientated route, 
rather than a passenger orientated route. Any restrictions however would be guided by the conclusions 
found within the Traffic Impact Assessment.  
 
Comments: A comment regarding the lack of apparent integration between the Spatial Development Plan 
and the Inyaninga and uShukela Highway Developments was made and frustration expressed at the 
difficulty in commenting on these processes when the bigger picture is not clear in terms of the overall 
development plans for the area. It was felt that in some cases information is being withheld by the eThekwini 
Municipality.  
Response (Emmanuel Letebele): Efforts are being made on the behalf of both eThekwini Municipality and 
Tongaat Hulett Developments in an attempt to achieve alignment (where appropriate) between the city’s 
spatial development plan for the area and plans of the private developer.   
 
Comments: It was felt that such information pertaining to these issues of spatial development should be 
more widely distributed by eThekwini Municipality.  
Response: Comment Noted.   
 
Comments: It should be noted that the environmental assessment process should not be portrayed as a 
process whereby the decision has already been made and that decision is positive. The general public 
should not assume that just because the development has been proposed it has the approval of the 
Municipality.  
Response: Comment Noted. The proposed development would be required to undergo all necessary 
planning approval and development facilitation act etc. that fall outside of the assessment process.  
 
Comments: There should be a provision for rainwater harvesting and efficient use of water within the 
proposed development. Waste should be reduced and then subsequently separated and recycled.  
Response: Comment Noted. The development will be aligned to the latest sustainability principles with such 
recommendations being incorporated in both the design and management of the individual buildings and 
site.    
 
Comments: The roads within the development should be designed to be as safe as possible.   
Response: Comment Noted. The design of the roads would be informed by the recommendations of the 
traffic impact assessment which would comply with the necessary design specifications pertaining to roads 
of this size and carrying capacity.  
 
The meeting was closed by Kerry Stanton at 19:10 pm 
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Annexure 1 
  


 







ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePortTongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort


uShukela Highway Business and Office Park DevelopmentuShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development
EIA Number: 12/12/20/2013EIA Number: 12/12/20/2013


13 October 201013 October 2010







INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
•• WelcomeWelcome


•• Who are we?Who are we?


•• Purpose of meetingPurpose of meeting


•• Process for todayProcess for today’’s meeting:s meeting:
•• Introduction and overview of proposalIntroduction and overview of proposal
•• Questions and Comments periodQuestions and Comments period


•• Please keep all comments and questions for the Questions Please keep all comments and questions for the Questions 
and Comments period at the end of the presentationand Comments period at the end of the presentation







RESPONSIBILITIES OF I & APsRESPONSIBILITIES OF I & APs


•• Registered I & APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all Registered I & APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all 
written submissions made to the authority and to raise any written submissions made to the authority and to raise any 
issues that they believe may be of significance provided that: issues that they believe may be of significance provided that: 


•• comments are submitted within the timeframes set by the comments are submitted within the timeframes set by the 
competent authority or extensions of timeframes agreed competent authority or extensions of timeframes agreed 
to by the applicant or EAP;to by the applicant or EAP;


•• a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent   a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent   
authority is served on the applicant or EAP; andauthority is served on the applicant or EAP; and


•• the I & AP discloses any direct business, financial, the I & AP discloses any direct business, financial, 
personal or other interest which that party may have in personal or other interest which that party may have in 
the approval or refusal of the applicationthe approval or refusal of the application







Environmental Impact Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA)Assessment (EIA)


•• What is it?What is it?
 Tool for assessing the potential environmental impacts of a Tool for assessing the potential environmental impacts of a 


project/development.project/development.


 The environment includes people, nature, air, and the The environment includes people, nature, air, and the 
economy.economy.


 The findings of the assessment are used to help authorities & The findings of the assessment are used to help authorities & 
decisiondecision--makers authorise a project/development.makers authorise a project/development.


 The EIA is governed by a set of regulations called the National The EIA is governed by a set of regulations called the National 
Environmental Management Act.Environmental Management Act.


 The act identifies two types of environmental assessments i.e. The act identifies two types of environmental assessments i.e. 
basic assessment & scoping and EIA.basic assessment & scoping and EIA.







Scoping & EIA processScoping & EIA process


Application FormApplication Form


Public ParticipationPublic Participation


Scoping report & plan ofScoping report & plan of
Study for EIAStudy for EIA


Submit scoping report forSubmit scoping report for
Authority & I&AP ReviewAuthority & I&AP Review


Approve/RejectApprove/Reject
ScopingScoping


Proceed with EIR, Proceed with EIR, 
submission for authoritysubmission for authority


& I&AP review& I&AP review


Submission of final reportSubmission of final report


Environmental Environmental 
Authorisation Authorisation 


(EA)(EA)







Legal Requirement for Scoping & Legal Requirement for Scoping & 
EIAEIA


As per the NEMA EIA regulations, the proposedAs per the NEMA EIA regulations, the proposed
Business and Office Park requires a Scoping & EIABusiness and Office Park requires a Scoping & EIA
application due to the following:application due to the following:


•• The proposed site consists of 137ha of undeveloped The proposed site consists of 137ha of undeveloped 
land. It is the applicantsland. It is the applicants’’ intent to develop the area intent to develop the area 
for the purpose of light industry, warehousing, for the purpose of light industry, warehousing, 
business park, retail, trade zone and offices.business park, retail, trade zone and offices.


•• The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the 
storage, or storage and handling of a dangerous storage, or storage and handling of a dangerous 
good, where such storage occurs in containers with good, where such storage occurs in containers with 
a combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.a combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.







•• Multiple access roads will be required to service Multiple access roads will be required to service 
the proposed development.the proposed development.


•• Infrastructure relating to electrical distributionInfrastructure relating to electrical distribution. 


•• Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and 
management of sewage will be required. management of sewage will be required. 


•• The proposed development may require the The proposed development may require the 
construction of bulk stormwater outlet structures construction of bulk stormwater outlet structures 
and/or infrastructure within 32 metres of a and/or infrastructure within 32 metres of a 
watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a 
watercourse. watercourse. 


Legal Requirement for Scoping & Legal Requirement for Scoping & 
EIAEIA







PROCESS TO DATEPROCESS TO DATE
•• On the 21On the 21stst of September of September 


2010, neighbours adjacent to 2010, neighbours adjacent to 
the site boundary were the site boundary were 
notified by hand (Herrwood notified by hand (Herrwood 
Community).Community).


•• I&APs were notified by email I&APs were notified by email 
or phone on the 22or phone on the 22ndnd


September 2010.September 2010.


•• One English and one Zulu A2 One English and one Zulu A2 
signboards were placed at the signboards were placed at the 
existing entrance to the site, existing entrance to the site, 
with an additional English with an additional English 
signboard placed nearer to signboard placed nearer to 
the Herrwood Community the Herrwood Community 
(figure 1).(figure 1).


•• The application was The application was 
advertised in the North Coast advertised in the North Coast 
Courier and Isolezwe Courier and Isolezwe 
newspapers.newspapers.


•• The following authorities & The following authorities & 
were notified by email or were notified by email or 
phone:phone:


•• eThekwini MunicipalityeThekwini Municipality
•• KZN WildlifeKZN Wildlife
•• DWADWA
•• ESKOMESKOM
•• SANRALSANRAL
•• KZN DOTKZN DOT
•• AMAFAAMAFA
•• WESSAWESSA
•• Rate Payers AssociationRate Payers Association
•• Ward CouncilorsWard Councilors
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Figure 1a: Photograph showing English signboard at the existing entrance to the site. 


Figure 1b: Photograph showing Zulu signboard at the existing entrance to the site. 


Figure 1c: Photograph showing English signboard near the southern site boundary. 







ENGLISH ADVERT – The North 
Coast Courier







ZULU ADVERT – Isolezwe 
Newspaper







BACKGROUNDBACKGROUND
 The greater Tongaat region located just north of the The greater Tongaat region located just north of the 


Dube TradePort (DTP) & King Shaka International Dube TradePort (DTP) & King Shaka International 
Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, been identified for Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, been identified for 
new housing, economic and employment opportunities. new housing, economic and employment opportunities. 


 The uShukela Highway Development proposal aims to The uShukela Highway Development proposal aims to 
unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute 
to the development of a new to the development of a new ““AerotropolisAerotropolis””..


 The EIA application process is a joint venture between a The EIA application process is a joint venture between a 
private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) 
and a government body (Dube TradePort).and a government body (Dube TradePort).







Site DescriptionSite Description
•• The site is currently unzoned and is being used for The site is currently unzoned and is being used for 


commercial sugar cane farming. commercial sugar cane farming. 


•• Gravel cane access tracks service the area with Gravel cane access tracks service the area with 
few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. 


•• The site comprises of gently rolling hills with The site comprises of gently rolling hills with 
flatter/planar topography. flatter/planar topography. 







Site DescriptionSite Description


•• Most of the drainage lines within the site Most of the drainage lines within the site 
boundary have been altered for farming boundary have been altered for farming 
practices. practices. 


•• The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane 
plantations; east by the N2; the south by the plantations; east by the N2; the south by the 
KSIA airport and north by the uShukela KSIA airport and north by the uShukela 
Highway.Highway.
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Figure 3: Aerial map of the proposed the site  


A: Photograph showing 
cultivated area. 


B: Photograph showing 
the Hlawe River. 


cf
C: Photographer looking 
south across the site. 


D: Photograph showing  
the Herrwood community 
on the left.


E: Altered drainage line in 
the foreground. 


F: Photographer looking 
north across the site. 







Proposal
•• The proposal is to develop a new Business, The proposal is to develop a new Business, 


Industrial and Commercial development  that Industrial and Commercial development  that 
will will --
-- Acknowledge & respond to the existing physical and natural     Acknowledge & respond to the existing physical and natural     


conditions on site and the siteconditions on site and the site’’s contexts context
-- Provide for linkage, integration & support to the Dube Provide for linkage, integration & support to the Dube 


TradePortTradePort
-- Provide for a mix and variety of commercial and industrial Provide for a mix and variety of commercial and industrial 


uses and activities including potentially uses and activities including potentially –– offices, business   offices, business   
park, trade zone extension, retail, warehousing, showroompark, trade zone extension, retail, warehousing, showrooms, s, 
light & service industrial and petrol filling stationslight & service industrial and petrol filling stations


-- Be developed around a sustainable development model Be developed around a sustainable development model 
including potential for including potential for -- Green buildings, green infrastructure,    Green buildings, green infrastructure,    
rehabilitated and managed open space, new employment and rehabilitated and managed open space, new employment and 
economic opportunitieseconomic opportunities
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uShukela Highway  
Development 


Dube TradePort & King Shaka International AirportDube TradePort & King Shaka International Airport


uShukela Drive and link to TradePortuShukela Drive and link to TradePort


Visibility and Accessibility to National and Regional Road netwoVisibility and Accessibility to National and Regional Road networkrk


Existing physical conditions Existing physical conditions –– wetlands, avenues of trees, historic buildingswetlands, avenues of trees, historic buildings


Noise Contours and Flight safety limitationsNoise Contours and Flight safety limitations
Development InfluencesProximity to TongaatProximity to Tongaat
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Development Principles


Accessible and connected


Promote a well managed, safe & secure, 
clean public environment


Support future transportation policy and planning 
reinforce the potential for public transport 


Existing Avenue


Providing for a wide mix of commercial, service 
and industrial uses and activities – to broaden 
the choice and complexity


Design and implement in a way that increases 
the vitality and sustainability of the development


Promote a legible and structured public 
realm
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NEED & DESIRABILITY


•• The new Dube TradePort incorporating the KSIA not The new Dube TradePort incorporating the KSIA not 
only provides for an increased number of passengers only provides for an increased number of passengers 
and direct international flights, but critically, a new and direct international flights, but critically, a new 
trade and logistics gateway for Southern Africa trade and logistics gateway for Southern Africa –– It is It is 
therefore important to ensure that this foundation and therefore important to ensure that this foundation and 
the associated significant investment that has been the associated significant investment that has been 
made is leveraged off and supported made is leveraged off and supported –– this this 
development will contribute towards that in a big waydevelopment will contribute towards that in a big way


•• At the same time there is a real need, in the north of At the same time there is a real need, in the north of 
the city for the provision of new, sustainable the city for the provision of new, sustainable 
employment and economic opportunities employment and economic opportunities –– this this 
development goes a long way to contributing to this development goes a long way to contributing to this 
needneed







NEED & DESIRABILITY
•• This development will also leverage off and support This development will also leverage off and support 


the much needed new link road that is proposed the much needed new link road that is proposed 
between the uShukela Highway and the TradePortbetween the uShukela Highway and the TradePort


•• This development will also provide an alternative new This development will also provide an alternative new 
product offering and options for airport and trade zone product offering and options for airport and trade zone 
related activities and uses which are not able to, do related activities and uses which are not able to, do 
not want to or cannot afford to, rent within the airport not want to or cannot afford to, rent within the airport 
boundary (leasehold) as this development will boundary (leasehold) as this development will 
potentially also provide for freehold ownership and a potentially also provide for freehold ownership and a 
wider range of uses and activitieswider range of uses and activities


•• There is a substantial amount of existing and/or There is a substantial amount of existing and/or 
proposed new service infrastructure and this proposed new service infrastructure and this 
development would therefore contribute towards development would therefore contribute towards 
maximising the use of such maximising the use of such 







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS FOR POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS FOR 
INVESTIGATION INVESTIGATION -- CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Generation of dust, solid waste and 
noise pollution.


This will be controlled with an EMPr.


Increase in traffic. Will need to be carefully controlled 
through flagman, timing of vehicles 
etc.


Potential impact on environmentally 
sensitive areas i.e. wetland, river, 
drainage line. 


Buffers will be implemented. This will 
be controlled with an EMPr.







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS 
FOR INVESTIGATION FOR INVESTIGATION -- OPERATIONOPERATION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Increase in traffic. A traffic impact assessment has been 
commissioned. 


Cumulative impact on services in the areas. Adequate infrastructure to be installed to 
service the development. 


Potential impact in property values. Positive impact – no mitigation measure 
required.


Potential for future investment & employment 
opportunities in the area as a result of the 
proposed development. 


Positive impact – no mitigation measure 
required.


Potential impact to Aircraft Safety To be investigated and the development 
plans to be designed within the relevant 
Aircraft Safety guidelines







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS 
FOR INVESTIGATION FOR INVESTIGATION -- OPERATIONOPERATION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Potential impact to existing wetlands and 
drainage lines and buffers


Wetland functionality investigation to be 
undertaken


Loss of Agricultural Land Consideration and assessment to be 
undertaken


Potential impact on Heritage resources Heritage Impact Assessment to be 
undertaken 


Impacts from stormwater runoff Appropriate options will be evaluated within 
the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 


Potential impact on existing water pipeline To be mitigated via design guidelines and 
EMPr







CONCLUSIONCONCLUSION
•• Impacts and mitigation measures will be further Impacts and mitigation measures will be further 


investigated in the Scoping Report and EIRinvestigated in the Scoping Report and EIR


•• Potential, viable alternatives will be identified in the Potential, viable alternatives will be identified in the 
Scoping Report and considered and assessed in the EIRScoping Report and considered and assessed in the EIR


•• Additional issues or comments will form part of the Additional issues or comments will form part of the 
investigation into the impact of the proposed developmentinvestigation into the impact of the proposed development


•• Comments and issues are welcomeComments and issues are welcome







THE ENDTHE END







From: KSEMS
To: "snsukhlal@gmail.com"; "lotusent@mweb.co.za"; "robreardon@telkomsa.net"; "anilhurbans@gmail.com";

"gandhi@telkomsa.net"; "patmoodleyinc@gmail.com"; "mdada@mailbox.co.za"; "erraj@durban.gov.za";
"letebelee@durban.gov.za"; "Tongaat Fuel Admin"

Subject: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development- Public Meeting Minutes
Date: 27 October 2010 08:20:00 AM
Attachments: Final Public Meeting Minutes.pdf

Dear I & AP,

 

Please find attached the minutes of the Public Meeting held at the Tongaat Town Hall on the 13th

of October 2010 for the Proposed uShukela Highway Development.

 

Should you have any further comments or require amendments to the attached minutes please

forward your comments in writing before the 5th of November 2010.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Chevy Smith

Lead Environmental Consultant Roads and Infrastructure

 

 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc

4 Woodville Lane off Hawkstone Road, Summerveld, Assagay

Postal     P.O. Box 396; Gillitts; 3603

Phone     031 7691578

Fax         031 7691579

Website www.ksems.co.za

 
This message may contain information which is confidential or private in nature, some or all  of which may be subject

to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, use, distribute, copy or act in reliance of this

message or are any file which may be attached. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender

immediately by e-mail, facsimile or telephone and thereafter return and/or delete it from your system. Kerry Seppings

Environmental Management Specialists cc accepts no liability (to the fullest extent permitted by law) for opinions,

conclusions and other information in this message which do not relate to its official business. This message was

scanned for viruses before being sent. However, the recipient should also scan this e-mail and any attached files for

viruses and the like. Neither Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc nor the sender accepts any

responsibility or liability for viruses or loss, damage or expense resulting from the access of this e-mail or any files

which are attached hereto. Please note that Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc reserves the

right to monitor e-mails sent or received. 
 
Please think of the environment before printing out this email.
 
 

mailto:kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
mailto:snsukhlal@gmail.com
mailto:lotusent@mweb.co.za
mailto:robreardon@telkomsa.net
mailto:anilhurbans@gmail.com
mailto:gandhi@telkomsa.net
mailto:patmoodleyinc@gmail.com
mailto:mdada@mailbox.co.za
mailto:erraj@durban.gov.za
mailto:letebelee@durban.gov.za
mailto:admin@tongaatfuel.co.za
http://www.ksems.co.za/
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Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort  
uShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development (DEA Ref: 12/12/20/2013) 


 
Minutes of Public Meeting 
 
Date:   13 October 2010 
Venue:  Tongaat Town Hall 
Time:   17:30pm 
 
The public meeting was hosted by Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc, represented 
by Kerry Stanton, Manogrie Chetty, and Chevy Smith. 
 
Agenda: 
 


 Welcome    Kerry Stanton 
 Presentation    Kerry Stanton 
 Questions and Comments  Kerry Stanton 


 
Attendees: 
 


 Kerry Stanton   (KSEMS) 
 Manogrie Chetty  (KSEMS) 
 Chevy Smith       (KSEMS) 
 Rory Wilkinson   (THD) 
 Greg Veerasamy  (THD) 
 Kate Ralfe  (Dube TradePort) 
 Zama Dlamini              (Dube TradePort) 
 Linda   (Izikhwepha) 
 Jeeva Pillay  (Tongaat Civic 


Association) 
 Geoff Pullan  (Councillor) 
 A.R. Ganie  (Exquisite Group) 


 P.A. Lakha  (Tongaat 
Busines Forum) 


 Siva Narainsamy (Tongaat Civic 
Association) 


 Muhammed Dada (Buffelsdale Inv) 
 Ari Perumal  (Private/ Civic 


Association)  
 Krish Govender  (Herrwood 


Residents) 
 Emmanuel Letebele  (Ethekwini)  


 


 
Apologies: 


 S. Moodley 
 M. Abrahams 
 T. Mudly 


 
We wish to thank all interested and affected parties (I & APs) for attending the meeting.  All comments 
raised have been recorded in the minutes and will be included in the Scoping Report.  
 
Record of Comments: 
 
The following is a record of concerns raised at the meeting.  It is important that your comment has been 
acceptably represented.  In this regard please check carefully.  Responses have been provided for each 
issue.  These comments may not be exactly as stated, and have been summarized.    
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Purpose of the Public Meeting: 
 
The public meeting serves as a tool to further inform I & APs about the project proposal and the 
environmental impact assessment (EIA) process, as well as allowing for I & APs to voice their views and 
concerns regarding the project.  These meeting minutes will be distributed to all I & APs and authorities for 
comment.  Once comment is received, they will be included in the Scoping Report, which will be distributed 
to I & APs and authorities for comment.   All comments submitted within the 40 day time frame will be 
included into the final Scoping report which will go to DAEARD for assessment. 
 
Meeting Presentation:  
 
Kerry Stanton greeted and welcomed all I & APs to the meeting. The EIA team and clients were introduced 
to the I & APs present. Kerry presented the purpose of the meeting which was to notify I & APs of their 
responsibility, to discuss the EIA process, the proposal (including a needs and desirability section) and the 
potential impacts. The presentation is attached as Annexure 1. 
 
 
Key concerns raised by I & APs at the start of the meeting were as follows:  
 


 Due process must be followed throughout the environmental assessment and planning phase of the 
project.  


 Potential increase in traffic on both the R102 and uShukela Drive.  
 Identification of benefits for the local community including jobs and business opportunities.  
 Possibility of stimulating tourism in the area.  
 Identification of the developments synergy with the eThekwini Municipality’s Spatial Planning 


Documents and how the development works around the Municipality’s building controls.  
  The economic impact of the development on businesses within the Tongaat CBD.   
  
 


The following issues / concerns were raised by I & APs during the meeting: 
 
Comments: A concern was raised regarding the placement of the application advertisement within the 
North Coast Courier. It was felt that either the Coastal Weekly or King Shaka Weekly would have been more 
appropriate to inform the residents of Tongaat of the application.  
Response: Comment Noted. This will be further investigated and an additional advert may be placed within 
one of these Newspapers.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the authority through which the application was lodged.  
Response : The application has been lodged with the National Department of Environmental Affairs. This is 
because of the location of project has national significance in terms of activities around the King Shaka 
International Airport. Furthermore, Dube TradePort is a provincial government body and requires approval 
from a different authority to avoid any conflict of interests that may exist at the provincial level.  
 
Comments: A concern was raised regarding the loss of viable agricultural land.  
Response : An agricultural assessment has been commissioned as a specialist study to be reviewed and 
assessed within the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Based on the outcome of this specialist study this 
impact will then be rated within the EIR allowing the competent authority to make an informed decision.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the public participation process. Should a large positive response 
not be received on the initial notification, would a more intensive process then be implemented? 
Response: Additional public participation could be considered or included in the process; however it would 
be implemented within the existing project timeframes.  
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Comments:  A query was raised regarding how this development would be integrated into the Tongaat 
Business Economy. It should compliment the existing activities and not contribute to a loss in atmosphere 
within the CBD.  
Response: Comment Noted. This will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact Report.    
 
Comments: Concern was raised regarding this type of development as in the past developers seem to stop 
the development just before the CBD and no effort is made to upgrade “Tongaat” in the process.  
Response: Comment Noted. A specialist has been appointed to conduct a socio-economic study and this 
concern will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact Report.  
 
Comments: The overall spatial development of the area must ensure that Tongaat Town is not sidelined 
economically.   
Response: Comment Noted. A specialist has been appointed to conduct a socio-economic study and this 
concern will be further investigated within Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the impact the development would have on the residents of 
Herrwood.  
Response: Comment Noted. This concern will be further investigated within Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Comments: A question was raised regarding the possible relocation of the Toll Plaza.   
Response: The relocation of the Toll Plaza is outside the scope of this assessment and there are currently 
no plans to shift the Toll Plaza at this stage.  
 
Comments: A query related to the North Urban Development Corridor and potential re-alignment of the 
R102 and UShukela Drive was raised.   
Response: This planning document is essentially eThekwini Municipality’s proposal and no definite 
confirmation of these route alignments can be given at this stage, this would however be further investigated 
in the Scoping and Environmental Impact Report where such may impact upon the development proposal.  
 
Comments:  A concern was raised regarding the presence of drainage lines on the site.  
Response:  A wetland study has been commissioned to identify and de-lineate potential wetland areas. 
Appropriate buffers will be instituted to ensure these environmentally sensitive areas are not impacted upon 
during both the construction and operation of this development.  
 
Comments: During the construction period no heavy vehicles should be allowed on uShukela Drive during 
peak traffic hours.   
Response: This will be further investigated based on information provided in the Traffic Impact Assessment.  
 
Comments: Would there be any height restrictions on the buildings within this development?  
Response: The buildings will be designed and built in accordance with guidelines and  recommendations 
made by the Civil Aviation Authority.  
 
Comments: Is there any mechanism that investigates whether other developments of a similar nature are at 
full capacity prior to commencing with the development of a new site?   
Response: Comment Noted. This concern will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact 
Report. 
 
Comments: The flow of sewage into the Tongaat Waste Water Treatment Works is a critical issue and the 
capacity of the works must be investigated to ensure it can handle the additional load this development 
place on the facility.    
Response: An engineering report has been commissioned related to the capacity of local infrastructure to 
handle a development of this nature. This study will be assessed within the EIR.  
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Comments: The availability of water on site must be investigated as part of the Environmental Assessment 
Process.    
Response: Part of the assessment process is the careful investigation of all the service requirements of the 
development to ensure the local infrastructure can handle the new development. Availability of bulk services 
including water will be confirmed within the engineering reports that have already been commissioned for 
this project.  
 
Comments: A statement was made regarding the potential inadequacies of traffic circles to handle large 
volumes of traffic.  
Response: Comment Noted. The Traffic Impact Assessment will inform all decisions regarding the layout of 
intersections within the proposed development.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the potential widening of uShukela Drive and the creation of the 
link road between uShukela Drive and the Trade Zone. It was felt that this may cause people to use this link 
road as a means to avoid the toll when entering the airport. A proliferation of this behaviour would then 
damage the alternate routes in the area.   
Response: Access to Airport via the Trade Zone would more than likely become a freight orientated route, 
rather than a passenger orientated route. Any restrictions however would be guided by the conclusions 
found within the Traffic Impact Assessment.  
 
Comments: A comment regarding the lack of apparent integration between the Spatial Development Plan 
and the Inyaninga and uShukela Highway Developments was made and frustration expressed at the 
difficulty in commenting on these processes when the bigger picture is not clear in terms of the overall 
development plans for the area. It was felt that in some cases information is being withheld by the eThekwini 
Municipality.  
Response (Emmanuel Letebele): Efforts are being made on the behalf of both eThekwini Municipality and 
Tongaat Hulett Developments in an attempt to achieve alignment (where appropriate) between the city’s 
spatial development plan for the area and plans of the private developer.   
 
Comments: It was felt that such information pertaining to these issues of spatial development should be 
more widely distributed by eThekwini Municipality.  
Response: Comment Noted.   
 
Comments: It should be noted that the environmental assessment process should not be portrayed as a 
process whereby the decision has already been made and that decision is positive. The general public 
should not assume that just because the development has been proposed it has the approval of the 
Municipality.  
Response: Comment Noted. The proposed development would be required to undergo all necessary 
planning approval and development facilitation act etc. that fall outside of the assessment process.  
 
Comments: There should be a provision for rainwater harvesting and efficient use of water within the 
proposed development. Waste should be reduced and then subsequently separated and recycled.  
Response: Comment Noted. The development will be aligned to the latest sustainability principles with such 
recommendations being incorporated in both the design and management of the individual buildings and 
site.    
 
Comments: The roads within the development should be designed to be as safe as possible.   
Response: Comment Noted. The design of the roads would be informed by the recommendations of the 
traffic impact assessment which would comply with the necessary design specifications pertaining to roads 
of this size and carrying capacity.  
 
The meeting was closed by Kerry Stanton at 19:10 pm 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePortTongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort


uShukela Highway Business and Office Park DevelopmentuShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development
EIA Number: 12/12/20/2013EIA Number: 12/12/20/2013


13 October 201013 October 2010







INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
•• WelcomeWelcome


•• Who are we?Who are we?


•• Purpose of meetingPurpose of meeting


•• Process for todayProcess for today’’s meeting:s meeting:
•• Introduction and overview of proposalIntroduction and overview of proposal
•• Questions and Comments periodQuestions and Comments period


•• Please keep all comments and questions for the Questions Please keep all comments and questions for the Questions 
and Comments period at the end of the presentationand Comments period at the end of the presentation







RESPONSIBILITIES OF I & APsRESPONSIBILITIES OF I & APs


•• Registered I & APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all Registered I & APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all 
written submissions made to the authority and to raise any written submissions made to the authority and to raise any 
issues that they believe may be of significance provided that: issues that they believe may be of significance provided that: 


•• comments are submitted within the timeframes set by the comments are submitted within the timeframes set by the 
competent authority or extensions of timeframes agreed competent authority or extensions of timeframes agreed 
to by the applicant or EAP;to by the applicant or EAP;


•• a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent   a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent   
authority is served on the applicant or EAP; andauthority is served on the applicant or EAP; and


•• the I & AP discloses any direct business, financial, the I & AP discloses any direct business, financial, 
personal or other interest which that party may have in personal or other interest which that party may have in 
the approval or refusal of the applicationthe approval or refusal of the application







Environmental Impact Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA)Assessment (EIA)


•• What is it?What is it?
 Tool for assessing the potential environmental impacts of a Tool for assessing the potential environmental impacts of a 


project/development.project/development.


 The environment includes people, nature, air, and the The environment includes people, nature, air, and the 
economy.economy.


 The findings of the assessment are used to help authorities & The findings of the assessment are used to help authorities & 
decisiondecision--makers authorise a project/development.makers authorise a project/development.


 The EIA is governed by a set of regulations called the National The EIA is governed by a set of regulations called the National 
Environmental Management Act.Environmental Management Act.


 The act identifies two types of environmental assessments i.e. The act identifies two types of environmental assessments i.e. 
basic assessment & scoping and EIA.basic assessment & scoping and EIA.







Scoping & EIA processScoping & EIA process


Application FormApplication Form


Public ParticipationPublic Participation


Scoping report & plan ofScoping report & plan of
Study for EIAStudy for EIA


Submit scoping report forSubmit scoping report for
Authority & I&AP ReviewAuthority & I&AP Review


Approve/RejectApprove/Reject
ScopingScoping


Proceed with EIR, Proceed with EIR, 
submission for authoritysubmission for authority


& I&AP review& I&AP review


Submission of final reportSubmission of final report


Environmental Environmental 
Authorisation Authorisation 


(EA)(EA)







Legal Requirement for Scoping & Legal Requirement for Scoping & 
EIAEIA


As per the NEMA EIA regulations, the proposedAs per the NEMA EIA regulations, the proposed
Business and Office Park requires a Scoping & EIABusiness and Office Park requires a Scoping & EIA
application due to the following:application due to the following:


•• The proposed site consists of 137ha of undeveloped The proposed site consists of 137ha of undeveloped 
land. It is the applicantsland. It is the applicants’’ intent to develop the area intent to develop the area 
for the purpose of light industry, warehousing, for the purpose of light industry, warehousing, 
business park, retail, trade zone and offices.business park, retail, trade zone and offices.


•• The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the 
storage, or storage and handling of a dangerous storage, or storage and handling of a dangerous 
good, where such storage occurs in containers with good, where such storage occurs in containers with 
a combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.a combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.







•• Multiple access roads will be required to service Multiple access roads will be required to service 
the proposed development.the proposed development.


•• Infrastructure relating to electrical distributionInfrastructure relating to electrical distribution. 


•• Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and 
management of sewage will be required. management of sewage will be required. 


•• The proposed development may require the The proposed development may require the 
construction of bulk stormwater outlet structures construction of bulk stormwater outlet structures 
and/or infrastructure within 32 metres of a and/or infrastructure within 32 metres of a 
watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a 
watercourse. watercourse. 


Legal Requirement for Scoping & Legal Requirement for Scoping & 
EIAEIA







PROCESS TO DATEPROCESS TO DATE
•• On the 21On the 21stst of September of September 


2010, neighbours adjacent to 2010, neighbours adjacent to 
the site boundary were the site boundary were 
notified by hand (Herrwood notified by hand (Herrwood 
Community).Community).


•• I&APs were notified by email I&APs were notified by email 
or phone on the 22or phone on the 22ndnd


September 2010.September 2010.


•• One English and one Zulu A2 One English and one Zulu A2 
signboards were placed at the signboards were placed at the 
existing entrance to the site, existing entrance to the site, 
with an additional English with an additional English 
signboard placed nearer to signboard placed nearer to 
the Herrwood Community the Herrwood Community 
(figure 1).(figure 1).


•• The application was The application was 
advertised in the North Coast advertised in the North Coast 
Courier and Isolezwe Courier and Isolezwe 
newspapers.newspapers.


•• The following authorities & The following authorities & 
were notified by email or were notified by email or 
phone:phone:


•• eThekwini MunicipalityeThekwini Municipality
•• KZN WildlifeKZN Wildlife
•• DWADWA
•• ESKOMESKOM
•• SANRALSANRAL
•• KZN DOTKZN DOT
•• AMAFAAMAFA
•• WESSAWESSA
•• Rate Payers AssociationRate Payers Association
•• Ward CouncilorsWard Councilors







1
a


1
c
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Figure 1a: Photograph showing English signboard at the existing entrance to the site. 


Figure 1b: Photograph showing Zulu signboard at the existing entrance to the site. 


Figure 1c: Photograph showing English signboard near the southern site boundary. 







ENGLISH ADVERT – The North 
Coast Courier







ZULU ADVERT – Isolezwe 
Newspaper







BACKGROUNDBACKGROUND
 The greater Tongaat region located just north of the The greater Tongaat region located just north of the 


Dube TradePort (DTP) & King Shaka International Dube TradePort (DTP) & King Shaka International 
Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, been identified for Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, been identified for 
new housing, economic and employment opportunities. new housing, economic and employment opportunities. 


 The uShukela Highway Development proposal aims to The uShukela Highway Development proposal aims to 
unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute 
to the development of a new to the development of a new ““AerotropolisAerotropolis””..


 The EIA application process is a joint venture between a The EIA application process is a joint venture between a 
private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) 
and a government body (Dube TradePort).and a government body (Dube TradePort).







Site DescriptionSite Description
•• The site is currently unzoned and is being used for The site is currently unzoned and is being used for 


commercial sugar cane farming. commercial sugar cane farming. 


•• Gravel cane access tracks service the area with Gravel cane access tracks service the area with 
few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. 


•• The site comprises of gently rolling hills with The site comprises of gently rolling hills with 
flatter/planar topography. flatter/planar topography. 







Site DescriptionSite Description


•• Most of the drainage lines within the site Most of the drainage lines within the site 
boundary have been altered for farming boundary have been altered for farming 
practices. practices. 


•• The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane 
plantations; east by the N2; the south by the plantations; east by the N2; the south by the 
KSIA airport and north by the uShukela KSIA airport and north by the uShukela 
Highway.Highway.
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Figure 3: Aerial map of the proposed the site  


A: Photograph showing 
cultivated area. 


B: Photograph showing 
the Hlawe River. 


cf
C: Photographer looking 
south across the site. 


D: Photograph showing  
the Herrwood community 
on the left.


E: Altered drainage line in 
the foreground. 


F: Photographer looking 
north across the site. 







Proposal
•• The proposal is to develop a new Business, The proposal is to develop a new Business, 


Industrial and Commercial development  that Industrial and Commercial development  that 
will will --
-- Acknowledge & respond to the existing physical and natural     Acknowledge & respond to the existing physical and natural     


conditions on site and the siteconditions on site and the site’’s contexts context
-- Provide for linkage, integration & support to the Dube Provide for linkage, integration & support to the Dube 


TradePortTradePort
-- Provide for a mix and variety of commercial and industrial Provide for a mix and variety of commercial and industrial 


uses and activities including potentially uses and activities including potentially –– offices, business   offices, business   
park, trade zone extension, retail, warehousing, showroompark, trade zone extension, retail, warehousing, showrooms, s, 
light & service industrial and petrol filling stationslight & service industrial and petrol filling stations


-- Be developed around a sustainable development model Be developed around a sustainable development model 
including potential for including potential for -- Green buildings, green infrastructure,    Green buildings, green infrastructure,    
rehabilitated and managed open space, new employment and rehabilitated and managed open space, new employment and 
economic opportunitieseconomic opportunities
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Development 


Dube TradePort & King Shaka International AirportDube TradePort & King Shaka International Airport


uShukela Drive and link to TradePortuShukela Drive and link to TradePort


Visibility and Accessibility to National and Regional Road netwoVisibility and Accessibility to National and Regional Road networkrk


Existing physical conditions Existing physical conditions –– wetlands, avenues of trees, historic buildingswetlands, avenues of trees, historic buildings


Noise Contours and Flight safety limitationsNoise Contours and Flight safety limitations
Development InfluencesProximity to TongaatProximity to Tongaat
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Development Principles


Accessible and connected


Promote a well managed, safe & secure, 
clean public environment


Support future transportation policy and planning 
reinforce the potential for public transport 


Existing Avenue


Providing for a wide mix of commercial, service 
and industrial uses and activities – to broaden 
the choice and complexity


Design and implement in a way that increases 
the vitality and sustainability of the development


Promote a legible and structured public 
realm
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NEED & DESIRABILITY


•• The new Dube TradePort incorporating the KSIA not The new Dube TradePort incorporating the KSIA not 
only provides for an increased number of passengers only provides for an increased number of passengers 
and direct international flights, but critically, a new and direct international flights, but critically, a new 
trade and logistics gateway for Southern Africa trade and logistics gateway for Southern Africa –– It is It is 
therefore important to ensure that this foundation and therefore important to ensure that this foundation and 
the associated significant investment that has been the associated significant investment that has been 
made is leveraged off and supported made is leveraged off and supported –– this this 
development will contribute towards that in a big waydevelopment will contribute towards that in a big way


•• At the same time there is a real need, in the north of At the same time there is a real need, in the north of 
the city for the provision of new, sustainable the city for the provision of new, sustainable 
employment and economic opportunities employment and economic opportunities –– this this 
development goes a long way to contributing to this development goes a long way to contributing to this 
needneed







NEED & DESIRABILITY
•• This development will also leverage off and support This development will also leverage off and support 


the much needed new link road that is proposed the much needed new link road that is proposed 
between the uShukela Highway and the TradePortbetween the uShukela Highway and the TradePort


•• This development will also provide an alternative new This development will also provide an alternative new 
product offering and options for airport and trade zone product offering and options for airport and trade zone 
related activities and uses which are not able to, do related activities and uses which are not able to, do 
not want to or cannot afford to, rent within the airport not want to or cannot afford to, rent within the airport 
boundary (leasehold) as this development will boundary (leasehold) as this development will 
potentially also provide for freehold ownership and a potentially also provide for freehold ownership and a 
wider range of uses and activitieswider range of uses and activities


•• There is a substantial amount of existing and/or There is a substantial amount of existing and/or 
proposed new service infrastructure and this proposed new service infrastructure and this 
development would therefore contribute towards development would therefore contribute towards 
maximising the use of such maximising the use of such 







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS FOR POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS FOR 
INVESTIGATION INVESTIGATION -- CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Generation of dust, solid waste and 
noise pollution.


This will be controlled with an EMPr.


Increase in traffic. Will need to be carefully controlled 
through flagman, timing of vehicles 
etc.


Potential impact on environmentally 
sensitive areas i.e. wetland, river, 
drainage line. 


Buffers will be implemented. This will 
be controlled with an EMPr.







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS 
FOR INVESTIGATION FOR INVESTIGATION -- OPERATIONOPERATION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Increase in traffic. A traffic impact assessment has been 
commissioned. 


Cumulative impact on services in the areas. Adequate infrastructure to be installed to 
service the development. 


Potential impact in property values. Positive impact – no mitigation measure 
required.


Potential for future investment & employment 
opportunities in the area as a result of the 
proposed development. 


Positive impact – no mitigation measure 
required.


Potential impact to Aircraft Safety To be investigated and the development 
plans to be designed within the relevant 
Aircraft Safety guidelines







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS 
FOR INVESTIGATION FOR INVESTIGATION -- OPERATIONOPERATION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Potential impact to existing wetlands and 
drainage lines and buffers


Wetland functionality investigation to be 
undertaken


Loss of Agricultural Land Consideration and assessment to be 
undertaken


Potential impact on Heritage resources Heritage Impact Assessment to be 
undertaken 


Impacts from stormwater runoff Appropriate options will be evaluated within 
the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 


Potential impact on existing water pipeline To be mitigated via design guidelines and 
EMPr







CONCLUSIONCONCLUSION
•• Impacts and mitigation measures will be further Impacts and mitigation measures will be further 


investigated in the Scoping Report and EIRinvestigated in the Scoping Report and EIR


•• Potential, viable alternatives will be identified in the Potential, viable alternatives will be identified in the 
Scoping Report and considered and assessed in the EIRScoping Report and considered and assessed in the EIR


•• Additional issues or comments will form part of the Additional issues or comments will form part of the 
investigation into the impact of the proposed developmentinvestigation into the impact of the proposed development


•• Comments and issues are welcomeComments and issues are welcome







THE ENDTHE END







From: KSEMS
To: "nishlin.naidoo@huletts.co.za"; "Joseph.mcmahon@transnet.net"; "Phumelele.motsoahae@transnet.net";

"Tholsi Mudly"
Bcc: "Chevy Smith"; "Manogrie.ksems@telkomsa.net"
Subject: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development- Public Meeting Minutes
Date: 27 October 2010 08:21:00 AM
Attachments: Final Public Meeting Minutes.pdf

Dear I & AP,

 

Please find attached the minutes of the Public Meeting held at the Tongaat Town Hall on the 13th

of October 2010 for the Proposed uShukela Highway Development.

 

Should you have any further comments or require amendments to the attached minutes please

forward your comments in writing before the 5th of November 2010.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Chevy Smith

Lead Environmental Consultant Roads and Infrastructure

 

 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc

4 Woodville Lane off Hawkstone Road, Summerveld, Assagay

Postal     P.O. Box 396; Gillitts; 3603

Phone     031 7691578

Fax         031 7691579

Website www.ksems.co.za

 
This message may contain information which is confidential or private in nature, some or all  of which may be subject

to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, use, distribute, copy or act in reliance of this

message or are any file which may be attached. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender

immediately by e-mail, facsimile or telephone and thereafter return and/or delete it from your system. Kerry Seppings

Environmental Management Specialists cc accepts no liability (to the fullest extent permitted by law) for opinions,

conclusions and other information in this message which do not relate to its official business. This message was

scanned for viruses before being sent. However, the recipient should also scan this e-mail and any attached files for

viruses and the like. Neither Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc nor the sender accepts any

responsibility or liability for viruses or loss, damage or expense resulting from the access of this e-mail or any files

which are attached hereto. Please note that Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc reserves the

right to monitor e-mails sent or received. 
 
Please think of the environment before printing out this email.
 
 

mailto:kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
mailto:nishlin.naidoo@huletts.co.za
mailto:Joseph.mcmahon@transnet.net
mailto:Phumelele.motsoahae@transnet.net
mailto:tholsimudly@telkomsa.net
mailto:chevy.ksems@telkomsa.net
mailto:Manogrie.ksems@telkomsa.net
http://www.ksems.co.za/
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Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort  
uShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development (DEA Ref: 12/12/20/2013) 


 
Minutes of Public Meeting 
 
Date:   13 October 2010 
Venue:  Tongaat Town Hall 
Time:   17:30pm 
 
The public meeting was hosted by Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc, represented 
by Kerry Stanton, Manogrie Chetty, and Chevy Smith. 
 
Agenda: 
 


 Welcome    Kerry Stanton 
 Presentation    Kerry Stanton 
 Questions and Comments  Kerry Stanton 


 
Attendees: 
 


 Kerry Stanton   (KSEMS) 
 Manogrie Chetty  (KSEMS) 
 Chevy Smith       (KSEMS) 
 Rory Wilkinson   (THD) 
 Greg Veerasamy  (THD) 
 Kate Ralfe  (Dube TradePort) 
 Zama Dlamini              (Dube TradePort) 
 Linda   (Izikhwepha) 
 Jeeva Pillay  (Tongaat Civic 


Association) 
 Geoff Pullan  (Councillor) 
 A.R. Ganie  (Exquisite Group) 


 P.A. Lakha  (Tongaat 
Busines Forum) 


 Siva Narainsamy (Tongaat Civic 
Association) 


 Muhammed Dada (Buffelsdale Inv) 
 Ari Perumal  (Private/ Civic 


Association)  
 Krish Govender  (Herrwood 


Residents) 
 Emmanuel Letebele  (Ethekwini)  


 


 
Apologies: 


 S. Moodley 
 M. Abrahams 
 T. Mudly 


 
We wish to thank all interested and affected parties (I & APs) for attending the meeting.  All comments 
raised have been recorded in the minutes and will be included in the Scoping Report.  
 
Record of Comments: 
 
The following is a record of concerns raised at the meeting.  It is important that your comment has been 
acceptably represented.  In this regard please check carefully.  Responses have been provided for each 
issue.  These comments may not be exactly as stated, and have been summarized.    
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Purpose of the Public Meeting: 
 
The public meeting serves as a tool to further inform I & APs about the project proposal and the 
environmental impact assessment (EIA) process, as well as allowing for I & APs to voice their views and 
concerns regarding the project.  These meeting minutes will be distributed to all I & APs and authorities for 
comment.  Once comment is received, they will be included in the Scoping Report, which will be distributed 
to I & APs and authorities for comment.   All comments submitted within the 40 day time frame will be 
included into the final Scoping report which will go to DAEARD for assessment. 
 
Meeting Presentation:  
 
Kerry Stanton greeted and welcomed all I & APs to the meeting. The EIA team and clients were introduced 
to the I & APs present. Kerry presented the purpose of the meeting which was to notify I & APs of their 
responsibility, to discuss the EIA process, the proposal (including a needs and desirability section) and the 
potential impacts. The presentation is attached as Annexure 1. 
 
 
Key concerns raised by I & APs at the start of the meeting were as follows:  
 


 Due process must be followed throughout the environmental assessment and planning phase of the 
project.  


 Potential increase in traffic on both the R102 and uShukela Drive.  
 Identification of benefits for the local community including jobs and business opportunities.  
 Possibility of stimulating tourism in the area.  
 Identification of the developments synergy with the eThekwini Municipality’s Spatial Planning 


Documents and how the development works around the Municipality’s building controls.  
  The economic impact of the development on businesses within the Tongaat CBD.   
  
 


The following issues / concerns were raised by I & APs during the meeting: 
 
Comments: A concern was raised regarding the placement of the application advertisement within the 
North Coast Courier. It was felt that either the Coastal Weekly or King Shaka Weekly would have been more 
appropriate to inform the residents of Tongaat of the application.  
Response: Comment Noted. This will be further investigated and an additional advert may be placed within 
one of these Newspapers.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the authority through which the application was lodged.  
Response : The application has been lodged with the National Department of Environmental Affairs. This is 
because of the location of project has national significance in terms of activities around the King Shaka 
International Airport. Furthermore, Dube TradePort is a provincial government body and requires approval 
from a different authority to avoid any conflict of interests that may exist at the provincial level.  
 
Comments: A concern was raised regarding the loss of viable agricultural land.  
Response : An agricultural assessment has been commissioned as a specialist study to be reviewed and 
assessed within the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Based on the outcome of this specialist study this 
impact will then be rated within the EIR allowing the competent authority to make an informed decision.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the public participation process. Should a large positive response 
not be received on the initial notification, would a more intensive process then be implemented? 
Response: Additional public participation could be considered or included in the process; however it would 
be implemented within the existing project timeframes.  
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Comments:  A query was raised regarding how this development would be integrated into the Tongaat 
Business Economy. It should compliment the existing activities and not contribute to a loss in atmosphere 
within the CBD.  
Response: Comment Noted. This will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact Report.    
 
Comments: Concern was raised regarding this type of development as in the past developers seem to stop 
the development just before the CBD and no effort is made to upgrade “Tongaat” in the process.  
Response: Comment Noted. A specialist has been appointed to conduct a socio-economic study and this 
concern will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact Report.  
 
Comments: The overall spatial development of the area must ensure that Tongaat Town is not sidelined 
economically.   
Response: Comment Noted. A specialist has been appointed to conduct a socio-economic study and this 
concern will be further investigated within Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the impact the development would have on the residents of 
Herrwood.  
Response: Comment Noted. This concern will be further investigated within Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Comments: A question was raised regarding the possible relocation of the Toll Plaza.   
Response: The relocation of the Toll Plaza is outside the scope of this assessment and there are currently 
no plans to shift the Toll Plaza at this stage.  
 
Comments: A query related to the North Urban Development Corridor and potential re-alignment of the 
R102 and UShukela Drive was raised.   
Response: This planning document is essentially eThekwini Municipality’s proposal and no definite 
confirmation of these route alignments can be given at this stage, this would however be further investigated 
in the Scoping and Environmental Impact Report where such may impact upon the development proposal.  
 
Comments:  A concern was raised regarding the presence of drainage lines on the site.  
Response:  A wetland study has been commissioned to identify and de-lineate potential wetland areas. 
Appropriate buffers will be instituted to ensure these environmentally sensitive areas are not impacted upon 
during both the construction and operation of this development.  
 
Comments: During the construction period no heavy vehicles should be allowed on uShukela Drive during 
peak traffic hours.   
Response: This will be further investigated based on information provided in the Traffic Impact Assessment.  
 
Comments: Would there be any height restrictions on the buildings within this development?  
Response: The buildings will be designed and built in accordance with guidelines and  recommendations 
made by the Civil Aviation Authority.  
 
Comments: Is there any mechanism that investigates whether other developments of a similar nature are at 
full capacity prior to commencing with the development of a new site?   
Response: Comment Noted. This concern will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact 
Report. 
 
Comments: The flow of sewage into the Tongaat Waste Water Treatment Works is a critical issue and the 
capacity of the works must be investigated to ensure it can handle the additional load this development 
place on the facility.    
Response: An engineering report has been commissioned related to the capacity of local infrastructure to 
handle a development of this nature. This study will be assessed within the EIR.  
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Comments: The availability of water on site must be investigated as part of the Environmental Assessment 
Process.    
Response: Part of the assessment process is the careful investigation of all the service requirements of the 
development to ensure the local infrastructure can handle the new development. Availability of bulk services 
including water will be confirmed within the engineering reports that have already been commissioned for 
this project.  
 
Comments: A statement was made regarding the potential inadequacies of traffic circles to handle large 
volumes of traffic.  
Response: Comment Noted. The Traffic Impact Assessment will inform all decisions regarding the layout of 
intersections within the proposed development.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the potential widening of uShukela Drive and the creation of the 
link road between uShukela Drive and the Trade Zone. It was felt that this may cause people to use this link 
road as a means to avoid the toll when entering the airport. A proliferation of this behaviour would then 
damage the alternate routes in the area.   
Response: Access to Airport via the Trade Zone would more than likely become a freight orientated route, 
rather than a passenger orientated route. Any restrictions however would be guided by the conclusions 
found within the Traffic Impact Assessment.  
 
Comments: A comment regarding the lack of apparent integration between the Spatial Development Plan 
and the Inyaninga and uShukela Highway Developments was made and frustration expressed at the 
difficulty in commenting on these processes when the bigger picture is not clear in terms of the overall 
development plans for the area. It was felt that in some cases information is being withheld by the eThekwini 
Municipality.  
Response (Emmanuel Letebele): Efforts are being made on the behalf of both eThekwini Municipality and 
Tongaat Hulett Developments in an attempt to achieve alignment (where appropriate) between the city’s 
spatial development plan for the area and plans of the private developer.   
 
Comments: It was felt that such information pertaining to these issues of spatial development should be 
more widely distributed by eThekwini Municipality.  
Response: Comment Noted.   
 
Comments: It should be noted that the environmental assessment process should not be portrayed as a 
process whereby the decision has already been made and that decision is positive. The general public 
should not assume that just because the development has been proposed it has the approval of the 
Municipality.  
Response: Comment Noted. The proposed development would be required to undergo all necessary 
planning approval and development facilitation act etc. that fall outside of the assessment process.  
 
Comments: There should be a provision for rainwater harvesting and efficient use of water within the 
proposed development. Waste should be reduced and then subsequently separated and recycled.  
Response: Comment Noted. The development will be aligned to the latest sustainability principles with such 
recommendations being incorporated in both the design and management of the individual buildings and 
site.    
 
Comments: The roads within the development should be designed to be as safe as possible.   
Response: Comment Noted. The design of the roads would be informed by the recommendations of the 
traffic impact assessment which would comply with the necessary design specifications pertaining to roads 
of this size and carrying capacity.  
 
The meeting was closed by Kerry Stanton at 19:10 pm 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePortTongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort


uShukela Highway Business and Office Park DevelopmentuShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development
EIA Number: 12/12/20/2013EIA Number: 12/12/20/2013


13 October 201013 October 2010







INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
•• WelcomeWelcome


•• Who are we?Who are we?


•• Purpose of meetingPurpose of meeting


•• Process for todayProcess for today’’s meeting:s meeting:
•• Introduction and overview of proposalIntroduction and overview of proposal
•• Questions and Comments periodQuestions and Comments period


•• Please keep all comments and questions for the Questions Please keep all comments and questions for the Questions 
and Comments period at the end of the presentationand Comments period at the end of the presentation







RESPONSIBILITIES OF I & APsRESPONSIBILITIES OF I & APs


•• Registered I & APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all Registered I & APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all 
written submissions made to the authority and to raise any written submissions made to the authority and to raise any 
issues that they believe may be of significance provided that: issues that they believe may be of significance provided that: 


•• comments are submitted within the timeframes set by the comments are submitted within the timeframes set by the 
competent authority or extensions of timeframes agreed competent authority or extensions of timeframes agreed 
to by the applicant or EAP;to by the applicant or EAP;


•• a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent   a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent   
authority is served on the applicant or EAP; andauthority is served on the applicant or EAP; and


•• the I & AP discloses any direct business, financial, the I & AP discloses any direct business, financial, 
personal or other interest which that party may have in personal or other interest which that party may have in 
the approval or refusal of the applicationthe approval or refusal of the application







Environmental Impact Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA)Assessment (EIA)


•• What is it?What is it?
 Tool for assessing the potential environmental impacts of a Tool for assessing the potential environmental impacts of a 


project/development.project/development.


 The environment includes people, nature, air, and the The environment includes people, nature, air, and the 
economy.economy.


 The findings of the assessment are used to help authorities & The findings of the assessment are used to help authorities & 
decisiondecision--makers authorise a project/development.makers authorise a project/development.


 The EIA is governed by a set of regulations called the National The EIA is governed by a set of regulations called the National 
Environmental Management Act.Environmental Management Act.


 The act identifies two types of environmental assessments i.e. The act identifies two types of environmental assessments i.e. 
basic assessment & scoping and EIA.basic assessment & scoping and EIA.







Scoping & EIA processScoping & EIA process


Application FormApplication Form


Public ParticipationPublic Participation


Scoping report & plan ofScoping report & plan of
Study for EIAStudy for EIA


Submit scoping report forSubmit scoping report for
Authority & I&AP ReviewAuthority & I&AP Review


Approve/RejectApprove/Reject
ScopingScoping


Proceed with EIR, Proceed with EIR, 
submission for authoritysubmission for authority


& I&AP review& I&AP review


Submission of final reportSubmission of final report


Environmental Environmental 
Authorisation Authorisation 


(EA)(EA)







Legal Requirement for Scoping & Legal Requirement for Scoping & 
EIAEIA


As per the NEMA EIA regulations, the proposedAs per the NEMA EIA regulations, the proposed
Business and Office Park requires a Scoping & EIABusiness and Office Park requires a Scoping & EIA
application due to the following:application due to the following:


•• The proposed site consists of 137ha of undeveloped The proposed site consists of 137ha of undeveloped 
land. It is the applicantsland. It is the applicants’’ intent to develop the area intent to develop the area 
for the purpose of light industry, warehousing, for the purpose of light industry, warehousing, 
business park, retail, trade zone and offices.business park, retail, trade zone and offices.


•• The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the 
storage, or storage and handling of a dangerous storage, or storage and handling of a dangerous 
good, where such storage occurs in containers with good, where such storage occurs in containers with 
a combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.a combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.







•• Multiple access roads will be required to service Multiple access roads will be required to service 
the proposed development.the proposed development.


•• Infrastructure relating to electrical distributionInfrastructure relating to electrical distribution. 


•• Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and 
management of sewage will be required. management of sewage will be required. 


•• The proposed development may require the The proposed development may require the 
construction of bulk stormwater outlet structures construction of bulk stormwater outlet structures 
and/or infrastructure within 32 metres of a and/or infrastructure within 32 metres of a 
watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a 
watercourse. watercourse. 


Legal Requirement for Scoping & Legal Requirement for Scoping & 
EIAEIA







PROCESS TO DATEPROCESS TO DATE
•• On the 21On the 21stst of September of September 


2010, neighbours adjacent to 2010, neighbours adjacent to 
the site boundary were the site boundary were 
notified by hand (Herrwood notified by hand (Herrwood 
Community).Community).


•• I&APs were notified by email I&APs were notified by email 
or phone on the 22or phone on the 22ndnd


September 2010.September 2010.


•• One English and one Zulu A2 One English and one Zulu A2 
signboards were placed at the signboards were placed at the 
existing entrance to the site, existing entrance to the site, 
with an additional English with an additional English 
signboard placed nearer to signboard placed nearer to 
the Herrwood Community the Herrwood Community 
(figure 1).(figure 1).


•• The application was The application was 
advertised in the North Coast advertised in the North Coast 
Courier and Isolezwe Courier and Isolezwe 
newspapers.newspapers.


•• The following authorities & The following authorities & 
were notified by email or were notified by email or 
phone:phone:


•• eThekwini MunicipalityeThekwini Municipality
•• KZN WildlifeKZN Wildlife
•• DWADWA
•• ESKOMESKOM
•• SANRALSANRAL
•• KZN DOTKZN DOT
•• AMAFAAMAFA
•• WESSAWESSA
•• Rate Payers AssociationRate Payers Association
•• Ward CouncilorsWard Councilors
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Figure 1a: Photograph showing English signboard at the existing entrance to the site. 


Figure 1b: Photograph showing Zulu signboard at the existing entrance to the site. 


Figure 1c: Photograph showing English signboard near the southern site boundary. 







ENGLISH ADVERT – The North 
Coast Courier







ZULU ADVERT – Isolezwe 
Newspaper







BACKGROUNDBACKGROUND
 The greater Tongaat region located just north of the The greater Tongaat region located just north of the 


Dube TradePort (DTP) & King Shaka International Dube TradePort (DTP) & King Shaka International 
Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, been identified for Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, been identified for 
new housing, economic and employment opportunities. new housing, economic and employment opportunities. 


 The uShukela Highway Development proposal aims to The uShukela Highway Development proposal aims to 
unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute 
to the development of a new to the development of a new ““AerotropolisAerotropolis””..


 The EIA application process is a joint venture between a The EIA application process is a joint venture between a 
private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) 
and a government body (Dube TradePort).and a government body (Dube TradePort).







Site DescriptionSite Description
•• The site is currently unzoned and is being used for The site is currently unzoned and is being used for 


commercial sugar cane farming. commercial sugar cane farming. 


•• Gravel cane access tracks service the area with Gravel cane access tracks service the area with 
few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. 


•• The site comprises of gently rolling hills with The site comprises of gently rolling hills with 
flatter/planar topography. flatter/planar topography. 







Site DescriptionSite Description


•• Most of the drainage lines within the site Most of the drainage lines within the site 
boundary have been altered for farming boundary have been altered for farming 
practices. practices. 


•• The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane 
plantations; east by the N2; the south by the plantations; east by the N2; the south by the 
KSIA airport and north by the uShukela KSIA airport and north by the uShukela 
Highway.Highway.
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Figure 3: Aerial map of the proposed the site  


A: Photograph showing 
cultivated area. 


B: Photograph showing 
the Hlawe River. 


cf
C: Photographer looking 
south across the site. 


D: Photograph showing  
the Herrwood community 
on the left.


E: Altered drainage line in 
the foreground. 


F: Photographer looking 
north across the site. 







Proposal
•• The proposal is to develop a new Business, The proposal is to develop a new Business, 


Industrial and Commercial development  that Industrial and Commercial development  that 
will will --
-- Acknowledge & respond to the existing physical and natural     Acknowledge & respond to the existing physical and natural     


conditions on site and the siteconditions on site and the site’’s contexts context
-- Provide for linkage, integration & support to the Dube Provide for linkage, integration & support to the Dube 


TradePortTradePort
-- Provide for a mix and variety of commercial and industrial Provide for a mix and variety of commercial and industrial 


uses and activities including potentially uses and activities including potentially –– offices, business   offices, business   
park, trade zone extension, retail, warehousing, showroompark, trade zone extension, retail, warehousing, showrooms, s, 
light & service industrial and petrol filling stationslight & service industrial and petrol filling stations


-- Be developed around a sustainable development model Be developed around a sustainable development model 
including potential for including potential for -- Green buildings, green infrastructure,    Green buildings, green infrastructure,    
rehabilitated and managed open space, new employment and rehabilitated and managed open space, new employment and 
economic opportunitieseconomic opportunities
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uShukela Highway  
Development 


Dube TradePort & King Shaka International AirportDube TradePort & King Shaka International Airport


uShukela Drive and link to TradePortuShukela Drive and link to TradePort


Visibility and Accessibility to National and Regional Road netwoVisibility and Accessibility to National and Regional Road networkrk


Existing physical conditions Existing physical conditions –– wetlands, avenues of trees, historic buildingswetlands, avenues of trees, historic buildings


Noise Contours and Flight safety limitationsNoise Contours and Flight safety limitations
Development InfluencesProximity to TongaatProximity to Tongaat
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Development Principles


Accessible and connected


Promote a well managed, safe & secure, 
clean public environment


Support future transportation policy and planning 
reinforce the potential for public transport 


Existing Avenue


Providing for a wide mix of commercial, service 
and industrial uses and activities – to broaden 
the choice and complexity


Design and implement in a way that increases 
the vitality and sustainability of the development


Promote a legible and structured public 
realm
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NEED & DESIRABILITY


•• The new Dube TradePort incorporating the KSIA not The new Dube TradePort incorporating the KSIA not 
only provides for an increased number of passengers only provides for an increased number of passengers 
and direct international flights, but critically, a new and direct international flights, but critically, a new 
trade and logistics gateway for Southern Africa trade and logistics gateway for Southern Africa –– It is It is 
therefore important to ensure that this foundation and therefore important to ensure that this foundation and 
the associated significant investment that has been the associated significant investment that has been 
made is leveraged off and supported made is leveraged off and supported –– this this 
development will contribute towards that in a big waydevelopment will contribute towards that in a big way


•• At the same time there is a real need, in the north of At the same time there is a real need, in the north of 
the city for the provision of new, sustainable the city for the provision of new, sustainable 
employment and economic opportunities employment and economic opportunities –– this this 
development goes a long way to contributing to this development goes a long way to contributing to this 
needneed







NEED & DESIRABILITY
•• This development will also leverage off and support This development will also leverage off and support 


the much needed new link road that is proposed the much needed new link road that is proposed 
between the uShukela Highway and the TradePortbetween the uShukela Highway and the TradePort


•• This development will also provide an alternative new This development will also provide an alternative new 
product offering and options for airport and trade zone product offering and options for airport and trade zone 
related activities and uses which are not able to, do related activities and uses which are not able to, do 
not want to or cannot afford to, rent within the airport not want to or cannot afford to, rent within the airport 
boundary (leasehold) as this development will boundary (leasehold) as this development will 
potentially also provide for freehold ownership and a potentially also provide for freehold ownership and a 
wider range of uses and activitieswider range of uses and activities


•• There is a substantial amount of existing and/or There is a substantial amount of existing and/or 
proposed new service infrastructure and this proposed new service infrastructure and this 
development would therefore contribute towards development would therefore contribute towards 
maximising the use of such maximising the use of such 







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS FOR POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS FOR 
INVESTIGATION INVESTIGATION -- CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Generation of dust, solid waste and 
noise pollution.


This will be controlled with an EMPr.


Increase in traffic. Will need to be carefully controlled 
through flagman, timing of vehicles 
etc.


Potential impact on environmentally 
sensitive areas i.e. wetland, river, 
drainage line. 


Buffers will be implemented. This will 
be controlled with an EMPr.







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS 
FOR INVESTIGATION FOR INVESTIGATION -- OPERATIONOPERATION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Increase in traffic. A traffic impact assessment has been 
commissioned. 


Cumulative impact on services in the areas. Adequate infrastructure to be installed to 
service the development. 


Potential impact in property values. Positive impact – no mitigation measure 
required.


Potential for future investment & employment 
opportunities in the area as a result of the 
proposed development. 


Positive impact – no mitigation measure 
required.


Potential impact to Aircraft Safety To be investigated and the development 
plans to be designed within the relevant 
Aircraft Safety guidelines







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS 
FOR INVESTIGATION FOR INVESTIGATION -- OPERATIONOPERATION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Potential impact to existing wetlands and 
drainage lines and buffers


Wetland functionality investigation to be 
undertaken


Loss of Agricultural Land Consideration and assessment to be 
undertaken


Potential impact on Heritage resources Heritage Impact Assessment to be 
undertaken 


Impacts from stormwater runoff Appropriate options will be evaluated within 
the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 


Potential impact on existing water pipeline To be mitigated via design guidelines and 
EMPr







CONCLUSIONCONCLUSION
•• Impacts and mitigation measures will be further Impacts and mitigation measures will be further 


investigated in the Scoping Report and EIRinvestigated in the Scoping Report and EIR


•• Potential, viable alternatives will be identified in the Potential, viable alternatives will be identified in the 
Scoping Report and considered and assessed in the EIRScoping Report and considered and assessed in the EIR


•• Additional issues or comments will form part of the Additional issues or comments will form part of the 
investigation into the impact of the proposed developmentinvestigation into the impact of the proposed development


•• Comments and issues are welcomeComments and issues are welcome







THE ENDTHE END







From: KSEMS
To: "mrganie@webmail.co.za"
Bcc: "Manogrie.ksems@telkomsa.net"; "Chevy Smith"
Subject: DEA Ref 12/12/20/2013 uShukela Highway development- Public Meeting Minutes
Date: 27 October 2010 08:25:00 AM
Attachments: Final Public Meeting Minutes.pdf

Dear I & AP,

 

Please find attached the minutes of the Public Meeting held at the Tongaat Town Hall on the 13th

of October 2010 for the Proposed uShukela Highway Development.

 

Should you have any further comments or require amendments to the attached minutes please

forward your comments in writing before the 5th of November 2010.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Chevy Smith

Lead Environmental Consultant Roads and Infrastructure

 

 
Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc

4 Woodville Lane off Hawkstone Road, Summerveld, Assagay

Postal     P.O. Box 396; Gillitts; 3603

Phone     031 7691578

Fax         031 7691579

Website www.ksems.co.za

 
This message may contain information which is confidential or private in nature, some or all  of which may be subject

to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, use, distribute, copy or act in reliance of this

message or are any file which may be attached. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender

immediately by e-mail, facsimile or telephone and thereafter return and/or delete it from your system. Kerry Seppings

Environmental Management Specialists cc accepts no liability (to the fullest extent permitted by law) for opinions,

conclusions and other information in this message which do not relate to its official business. This message was

scanned for viruses before being sent. However, the recipient should also scan this e-mail and any attached files for

viruses and the like. Neither Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc nor the sender accepts any

responsibility or liability for viruses or loss, damage or expense resulting from the access of this e-mail or any files

which are attached hereto. Please note that Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc reserves the

right to monitor e-mails sent or received. 
 
Please think of the environment before printing out this email.
 
 

mailto:kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net
mailto:mrganie@webmail.co.za
mailto:Manogrie.ksems@telkomsa.net
mailto:chevy.ksems@telkomsa.net
http://www.ksems.co.za/
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Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort  
uShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development (DEA Ref: 12/12/20/2013) 


 
Minutes of Public Meeting 
 
Date:   13 October 2010 
Venue:  Tongaat Town Hall 
Time:   17:30pm 
 
The public meeting was hosted by Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc, represented 
by Kerry Stanton, Manogrie Chetty, and Chevy Smith. 
 
Agenda: 
 


 Welcome    Kerry Stanton 
 Presentation    Kerry Stanton 
 Questions and Comments  Kerry Stanton 


 
Attendees: 
 


 Kerry Stanton   (KSEMS) 
 Manogrie Chetty  (KSEMS) 
 Chevy Smith       (KSEMS) 
 Rory Wilkinson   (THD) 
 Greg Veerasamy  (THD) 
 Kate Ralfe  (Dube TradePort) 
 Zama Dlamini              (Dube TradePort) 
 Linda   (Izikhwepha) 
 Jeeva Pillay  (Tongaat Civic 


Association) 
 Geoff Pullan  (Councillor) 
 A.R. Ganie  (Exquisite Group) 


 P.A. Lakha  (Tongaat 
Busines Forum) 


 Siva Narainsamy (Tongaat Civic 
Association) 


 Muhammed Dada (Buffelsdale Inv) 
 Ari Perumal  (Private/ Civic 


Association)  
 Krish Govender  (Herrwood 


Residents) 
 Emmanuel Letebele  (Ethekwini)  


 


 
Apologies: 


 S. Moodley 
 M. Abrahams 
 T. Mudly 


 
We wish to thank all interested and affected parties (I & APs) for attending the meeting.  All comments 
raised have been recorded in the minutes and will be included in the Scoping Report.  
 
Record of Comments: 
 
The following is a record of concerns raised at the meeting.  It is important that your comment has been 
acceptably represented.  In this regard please check carefully.  Responses have been provided for each 
issue.  These comments may not be exactly as stated, and have been summarized.    
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Purpose of the Public Meeting: 
 
The public meeting serves as a tool to further inform I & APs about the project proposal and the 
environmental impact assessment (EIA) process, as well as allowing for I & APs to voice their views and 
concerns regarding the project.  These meeting minutes will be distributed to all I & APs and authorities for 
comment.  Once comment is received, they will be included in the Scoping Report, which will be distributed 
to I & APs and authorities for comment.   All comments submitted within the 40 day time frame will be 
included into the final Scoping report which will go to DAEARD for assessment. 
 
Meeting Presentation:  
 
Kerry Stanton greeted and welcomed all I & APs to the meeting. The EIA team and clients were introduced 
to the I & APs present. Kerry presented the purpose of the meeting which was to notify I & APs of their 
responsibility, to discuss the EIA process, the proposal (including a needs and desirability section) and the 
potential impacts. The presentation is attached as Annexure 1. 
 
 
Key concerns raised by I & APs at the start of the meeting were as follows:  
 


 Due process must be followed throughout the environmental assessment and planning phase of the 
project.  


 Potential increase in traffic on both the R102 and uShukela Drive.  
 Identification of benefits for the local community including jobs and business opportunities.  
 Possibility of stimulating tourism in the area.  
 Identification of the developments synergy with the eThekwini Municipality’s Spatial Planning 


Documents and how the development works around the Municipality’s building controls.  
  The economic impact of the development on businesses within the Tongaat CBD.   
  
 


The following issues / concerns were raised by I & APs during the meeting: 
 
Comments: A concern was raised regarding the placement of the application advertisement within the 
North Coast Courier. It was felt that either the Coastal Weekly or King Shaka Weekly would have been more 
appropriate to inform the residents of Tongaat of the application.  
Response: Comment Noted. This will be further investigated and an additional advert may be placed within 
one of these Newspapers.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the authority through which the application was lodged.  
Response : The application has been lodged with the National Department of Environmental Affairs. This is 
because of the location of project has national significance in terms of activities around the King Shaka 
International Airport. Furthermore, Dube TradePort is a provincial government body and requires approval 
from a different authority to avoid any conflict of interests that may exist at the provincial level.  
 
Comments: A concern was raised regarding the loss of viable agricultural land.  
Response : An agricultural assessment has been commissioned as a specialist study to be reviewed and 
assessed within the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Based on the outcome of this specialist study this 
impact will then be rated within the EIR allowing the competent authority to make an informed decision.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the public participation process. Should a large positive response 
not be received on the initial notification, would a more intensive process then be implemented? 
Response: Additional public participation could be considered or included in the process; however it would 
be implemented within the existing project timeframes.  
 
 
 







                            
Website: www.ksems.co.za 


Kerry Seppings Environmental Management Specialists cc 
Phone: 031 769 1578 Fax: 031 769 1579 Cell: 082 823 1844 E- Mail: kerry.seppings@telkomsa.net   


PO Box 396 Gillitts 3606 
Company Registration no: 1999/049452/23 Members: K.A. Stanton (Director) 


3


Comments:  A query was raised regarding how this development would be integrated into the Tongaat 
Business Economy. It should compliment the existing activities and not contribute to a loss in atmosphere 
within the CBD.  
Response: Comment Noted. This will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact Report.    
 
Comments: Concern was raised regarding this type of development as in the past developers seem to stop 
the development just before the CBD and no effort is made to upgrade “Tongaat” in the process.  
Response: Comment Noted. A specialist has been appointed to conduct a socio-economic study and this 
concern will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact Report.  
 
Comments: The overall spatial development of the area must ensure that Tongaat Town is not sidelined 
economically.   
Response: Comment Noted. A specialist has been appointed to conduct a socio-economic study and this 
concern will be further investigated within Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the impact the development would have on the residents of 
Herrwood.  
Response: Comment Noted. This concern will be further investigated within Environmental Impact Report. 
 
Comments: A question was raised regarding the possible relocation of the Toll Plaza.   
Response: The relocation of the Toll Plaza is outside the scope of this assessment and there are currently 
no plans to shift the Toll Plaza at this stage.  
 
Comments: A query related to the North Urban Development Corridor and potential re-alignment of the 
R102 and UShukela Drive was raised.   
Response: This planning document is essentially eThekwini Municipality’s proposal and no definite 
confirmation of these route alignments can be given at this stage, this would however be further investigated 
in the Scoping and Environmental Impact Report where such may impact upon the development proposal.  
 
Comments:  A concern was raised regarding the presence of drainage lines on the site.  
Response:  A wetland study has been commissioned to identify and de-lineate potential wetland areas. 
Appropriate buffers will be instituted to ensure these environmentally sensitive areas are not impacted upon 
during both the construction and operation of this development.  
 
Comments: During the construction period no heavy vehicles should be allowed on uShukela Drive during 
peak traffic hours.   
Response: This will be further investigated based on information provided in the Traffic Impact Assessment.  
 
Comments: Would there be any height restrictions on the buildings within this development?  
Response: The buildings will be designed and built in accordance with guidelines and  recommendations 
made by the Civil Aviation Authority.  
 
Comments: Is there any mechanism that investigates whether other developments of a similar nature are at 
full capacity prior to commencing with the development of a new site?   
Response: Comment Noted. This concern will be further investigated within the Environmental Impact 
Report. 
 
Comments: The flow of sewage into the Tongaat Waste Water Treatment Works is a critical issue and the 
capacity of the works must be investigated to ensure it can handle the additional load this development 
place on the facility.    
Response: An engineering report has been commissioned related to the capacity of local infrastructure to 
handle a development of this nature. This study will be assessed within the EIR.  
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Comments: The availability of water on site must be investigated as part of the Environmental Assessment 
Process.    
Response: Part of the assessment process is the careful investigation of all the service requirements of the 
development to ensure the local infrastructure can handle the new development. Availability of bulk services 
including water will be confirmed within the engineering reports that have already been commissioned for 
this project.  
 
Comments: A statement was made regarding the potential inadequacies of traffic circles to handle large 
volumes of traffic.  
Response: Comment Noted. The Traffic Impact Assessment will inform all decisions regarding the layout of 
intersections within the proposed development.  
 
Comments: A query was raised regarding the potential widening of uShukela Drive and the creation of the 
link road between uShukela Drive and the Trade Zone. It was felt that this may cause people to use this link 
road as a means to avoid the toll when entering the airport. A proliferation of this behaviour would then 
damage the alternate routes in the area.   
Response: Access to Airport via the Trade Zone would more than likely become a freight orientated route, 
rather than a passenger orientated route. Any restrictions however would be guided by the conclusions 
found within the Traffic Impact Assessment.  
 
Comments: A comment regarding the lack of apparent integration between the Spatial Development Plan 
and the Inyaninga and uShukela Highway Developments was made and frustration expressed at the 
difficulty in commenting on these processes when the bigger picture is not clear in terms of the overall 
development plans for the area. It was felt that in some cases information is being withheld by the eThekwini 
Municipality.  
Response (Emmanuel Letebele): Efforts are being made on the behalf of both eThekwini Municipality and 
Tongaat Hulett Developments in an attempt to achieve alignment (where appropriate) between the city’s 
spatial development plan for the area and plans of the private developer.   
 
Comments: It was felt that such information pertaining to these issues of spatial development should be 
more widely distributed by eThekwini Municipality.  
Response: Comment Noted.   
 
Comments: It should be noted that the environmental assessment process should not be portrayed as a 
process whereby the decision has already been made and that decision is positive. The general public 
should not assume that just because the development has been proposed it has the approval of the 
Municipality.  
Response: Comment Noted. The proposed development would be required to undergo all necessary 
planning approval and development facilitation act etc. that fall outside of the assessment process.  
 
Comments: There should be a provision for rainwater harvesting and efficient use of water within the 
proposed development. Waste should be reduced and then subsequently separated and recycled.  
Response: Comment Noted. The development will be aligned to the latest sustainability principles with such 
recommendations being incorporated in both the design and management of the individual buildings and 
site.    
 
Comments: The roads within the development should be designed to be as safe as possible.   
Response: Comment Noted. The design of the roads would be informed by the recommendations of the 
traffic impact assessment which would comply with the necessary design specifications pertaining to roads 
of this size and carrying capacity.  
 
The meeting was closed by Kerry Stanton at 19:10 pm 
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Annexure 1 
  


 







ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Tongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePortTongaat Hulett Developments and Dube TradePort


uShukela Highway Business and Office Park DevelopmentuShukela Highway Business and Office Park Development
EIA Number: 12/12/20/2013EIA Number: 12/12/20/2013


13 October 201013 October 2010







INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
•• WelcomeWelcome


•• Who are we?Who are we?


•• Purpose of meetingPurpose of meeting


•• Process for todayProcess for today’’s meeting:s meeting:
•• Introduction and overview of proposalIntroduction and overview of proposal
•• Questions and Comments periodQuestions and Comments period


•• Please keep all comments and questions for the Questions Please keep all comments and questions for the Questions 
and Comments period at the end of the presentationand Comments period at the end of the presentation







RESPONSIBILITIES OF I & APsRESPONSIBILITIES OF I & APs


•• Registered I & APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all Registered I & APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all 
written submissions made to the authority and to raise any written submissions made to the authority and to raise any 
issues that they believe may be of significance provided that: issues that they believe may be of significance provided that: 


•• comments are submitted within the timeframes set by the comments are submitted within the timeframes set by the 
competent authority or extensions of timeframes agreed competent authority or extensions of timeframes agreed 
to by the applicant or EAP;to by the applicant or EAP;


•• a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent   a copy of comments submitted directly to the competent   
authority is served on the applicant or EAP; andauthority is served on the applicant or EAP; and


•• the I & AP discloses any direct business, financial, the I & AP discloses any direct business, financial, 
personal or other interest which that party may have in personal or other interest which that party may have in 
the approval or refusal of the applicationthe approval or refusal of the application







Environmental Impact Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA)Assessment (EIA)


•• What is it?What is it?
 Tool for assessing the potential environmental impacts of a Tool for assessing the potential environmental impacts of a 


project/development.project/development.


 The environment includes people, nature, air, and the The environment includes people, nature, air, and the 
economy.economy.


 The findings of the assessment are used to help authorities & The findings of the assessment are used to help authorities & 
decisiondecision--makers authorise a project/development.makers authorise a project/development.


 The EIA is governed by a set of regulations called the National The EIA is governed by a set of regulations called the National 
Environmental Management Act.Environmental Management Act.


 The act identifies two types of environmental assessments i.e. The act identifies two types of environmental assessments i.e. 
basic assessment & scoping and EIA.basic assessment & scoping and EIA.







Scoping & EIA processScoping & EIA process


Application FormApplication Form


Public ParticipationPublic Participation


Scoping report & plan ofScoping report & plan of
Study for EIAStudy for EIA


Submit scoping report forSubmit scoping report for
Authority & I&AP ReviewAuthority & I&AP Review


Approve/RejectApprove/Reject
ScopingScoping


Proceed with EIR, Proceed with EIR, 
submission for authoritysubmission for authority


& I&AP review& I&AP review


Submission of final reportSubmission of final report


Environmental Environmental 
Authorisation Authorisation 


(EA)(EA)







Legal Requirement for Scoping & Legal Requirement for Scoping & 
EIAEIA


As per the NEMA EIA regulations, the proposedAs per the NEMA EIA regulations, the proposed
Business and Office Park requires a Scoping & EIABusiness and Office Park requires a Scoping & EIA
application due to the following:application due to the following:


•• The proposed site consists of 137ha of undeveloped The proposed site consists of 137ha of undeveloped 
land. It is the applicantsland. It is the applicants’’ intent to develop the area intent to develop the area 
for the purpose of light industry, warehousing, for the purpose of light industry, warehousing, 
business park, retail, trade zone and offices.business park, retail, trade zone and offices.


•• The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the 
storage, or storage and handling of a dangerous storage, or storage and handling of a dangerous 
good, where such storage occurs in containers with good, where such storage occurs in containers with 
a combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.a combined capacity of more than 500 cubic metres.







•• Multiple access roads will be required to service Multiple access roads will be required to service 
the proposed development.the proposed development.


•• Infrastructure relating to electrical distributionInfrastructure relating to electrical distribution. 


•• Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and Infrastructure relating to stormwater control and 
management of sewage will be required. management of sewage will be required. 


•• The proposed development may require the The proposed development may require the 
construction of bulk stormwater outlet structures construction of bulk stormwater outlet structures 
and/or infrastructure within 32 metres of a and/or infrastructure within 32 metres of a 
watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a 
watercourse. watercourse. 


Legal Requirement for Scoping & Legal Requirement for Scoping & 
EIAEIA







PROCESS TO DATEPROCESS TO DATE
•• On the 21On the 21stst of September of September 


2010, neighbours adjacent to 2010, neighbours adjacent to 
the site boundary were the site boundary were 
notified by hand (Herrwood notified by hand (Herrwood 
Community).Community).


•• I&APs were notified by email I&APs were notified by email 
or phone on the 22or phone on the 22ndnd


September 2010.September 2010.


•• One English and one Zulu A2 One English and one Zulu A2 
signboards were placed at the signboards were placed at the 
existing entrance to the site, existing entrance to the site, 
with an additional English with an additional English 
signboard placed nearer to signboard placed nearer to 
the Herrwood Community the Herrwood Community 
(figure 1).(figure 1).


•• The application was The application was 
advertised in the North Coast advertised in the North Coast 
Courier and Isolezwe Courier and Isolezwe 
newspapers.newspapers.


•• The following authorities & The following authorities & 
were notified by email or were notified by email or 
phone:phone:


•• eThekwini MunicipalityeThekwini Municipality
•• KZN WildlifeKZN Wildlife
•• DWADWA
•• ESKOMESKOM
•• SANRALSANRAL
•• KZN DOTKZN DOT
•• AMAFAAMAFA
•• WESSAWESSA
•• Rate Payers AssociationRate Payers Association
•• Ward CouncilorsWard Councilors







1
a


1
c
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Figure 1a: Photograph showing English signboard at the existing entrance to the site. 


Figure 1b: Photograph showing Zulu signboard at the existing entrance to the site. 


Figure 1c: Photograph showing English signboard near the southern site boundary. 







ENGLISH ADVERT – The North 
Coast Courier







ZULU ADVERT – Isolezwe 
Newspaper







BACKGROUNDBACKGROUND
 The greater Tongaat region located just north of the The greater Tongaat region located just north of the 


Dube TradePort (DTP) & King Shaka International Dube TradePort (DTP) & King Shaka International 
Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, been identified for Airport (KSIA) has, for some time, been identified for 
new housing, economic and employment opportunities. new housing, economic and employment opportunities. 


 The uShukela Highway Development proposal aims to The uShukela Highway Development proposal aims to 
unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute unlock these opportunities and in so doing contribute 
to the development of a new to the development of a new ““AerotropolisAerotropolis””..


 The EIA application process is a joint venture between a The EIA application process is a joint venture between a 
private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) private land developer (Tongaat Hulett Developments) 
and a government body (Dube TradePort).and a government body (Dube TradePort).







Site DescriptionSite Description
•• The site is currently unzoned and is being used for The site is currently unzoned and is being used for 


commercial sugar cane farming. commercial sugar cane farming. 


•• Gravel cane access tracks service the area with Gravel cane access tracks service the area with 
few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. few brick/tar roads servicing farm houses. 


•• The site comprises of gently rolling hills with The site comprises of gently rolling hills with 
flatter/planar topography. flatter/planar topography. 







Site DescriptionSite Description


•• Most of the drainage lines within the site Most of the drainage lines within the site 
boundary have been altered for farming boundary have been altered for farming 
practices. practices. 


•• The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane The site is boarded to the: west by sugar cane 
plantations; east by the N2; the south by the plantations; east by the N2; the south by the 
KSIA airport and north by the uShukela KSIA airport and north by the uShukela 
Highway.Highway.
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Figure 3: Aerial map of the proposed the site  


A: Photograph showing 
cultivated area. 


B: Photograph showing 
the Hlawe River. 


cf
C: Photographer looking 
south across the site. 


D: Photograph showing  
the Herrwood community 
on the left.


E: Altered drainage line in 
the foreground. 


F: Photographer looking 
north across the site. 







Proposal
•• The proposal is to develop a new Business, The proposal is to develop a new Business, 


Industrial and Commercial development  that Industrial and Commercial development  that 
will will --
-- Acknowledge & respond to the existing physical and natural     Acknowledge & respond to the existing physical and natural     


conditions on site and the siteconditions on site and the site’’s contexts context
-- Provide for linkage, integration & support to the Dube Provide for linkage, integration & support to the Dube 


TradePortTradePort
-- Provide for a mix and variety of commercial and industrial Provide for a mix and variety of commercial and industrial 


uses and activities including potentially uses and activities including potentially –– offices, business   offices, business   
park, trade zone extension, retail, warehousing, showroompark, trade zone extension, retail, warehousing, showrooms, s, 
light & service industrial and petrol filling stationslight & service industrial and petrol filling stations


-- Be developed around a sustainable development model Be developed around a sustainable development model 
including potential for including potential for -- Green buildings, green infrastructure,    Green buildings, green infrastructure,    
rehabilitated and managed open space, new employment and rehabilitated and managed open space, new employment and 
economic opportunitieseconomic opportunities
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uShukela Drive and link to TradePortuShukela Drive and link to TradePort


Visibility and Accessibility to National and Regional Road netwoVisibility and Accessibility to National and Regional Road networkrk


Existing physical conditions Existing physical conditions –– wetlands, avenues of trees, historic buildingswetlands, avenues of trees, historic buildings


Noise Contours and Flight safety limitationsNoise Contours and Flight safety limitations
Development InfluencesProximity to TongaatProximity to Tongaat
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Development Principles


Accessible and connected


Promote a well managed, safe & secure, 
clean public environment


Support future transportation policy and planning 
reinforce the potential for public transport 


Existing Avenue


Providing for a wide mix of commercial, service 
and industrial uses and activities – to broaden 
the choice and complexity


Design and implement in a way that increases 
the vitality and sustainability of the development


Promote a legible and structured public 
realm
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NEED & DESIRABILITY


•• The new Dube TradePort incorporating the KSIA not The new Dube TradePort incorporating the KSIA not 
only provides for an increased number of passengers only provides for an increased number of passengers 
and direct international flights, but critically, a new and direct international flights, but critically, a new 
trade and logistics gateway for Southern Africa trade and logistics gateway for Southern Africa –– It is It is 
therefore important to ensure that this foundation and therefore important to ensure that this foundation and 
the associated significant investment that has been the associated significant investment that has been 
made is leveraged off and supported made is leveraged off and supported –– this this 
development will contribute towards that in a big waydevelopment will contribute towards that in a big way


•• At the same time there is a real need, in the north of At the same time there is a real need, in the north of 
the city for the provision of new, sustainable the city for the provision of new, sustainable 
employment and economic opportunities employment and economic opportunities –– this this 
development goes a long way to contributing to this development goes a long way to contributing to this 
needneed







NEED & DESIRABILITY
•• This development will also leverage off and support This development will also leverage off and support 


the much needed new link road that is proposed the much needed new link road that is proposed 
between the uShukela Highway and the TradePortbetween the uShukela Highway and the TradePort


•• This development will also provide an alternative new This development will also provide an alternative new 
product offering and options for airport and trade zone product offering and options for airport and trade zone 
related activities and uses which are not able to, do related activities and uses which are not able to, do 
not want to or cannot afford to, rent within the airport not want to or cannot afford to, rent within the airport 
boundary (leasehold) as this development will boundary (leasehold) as this development will 
potentially also provide for freehold ownership and a potentially also provide for freehold ownership and a 
wider range of uses and activitieswider range of uses and activities


•• There is a substantial amount of existing and/or There is a substantial amount of existing and/or 
proposed new service infrastructure and this proposed new service infrastructure and this 
development would therefore contribute towards development would therefore contribute towards 
maximising the use of such maximising the use of such 







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS FOR POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS FOR 
INVESTIGATION INVESTIGATION -- CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Generation of dust, solid waste and 
noise pollution.


This will be controlled with an EMPr.


Increase in traffic. Will need to be carefully controlled 
through flagman, timing of vehicles 
etc.


Potential impact on environmentally 
sensitive areas i.e. wetland, river, 
drainage line. 


Buffers will be implemented. This will 
be controlled with an EMPr.







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS 
FOR INVESTIGATION FOR INVESTIGATION -- OPERATIONOPERATION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Increase in traffic. A traffic impact assessment has been 
commissioned. 


Cumulative impact on services in the areas. Adequate infrastructure to be installed to 
service the development. 


Potential impact in property values. Positive impact – no mitigation measure 
required.


Potential for future investment & employment 
opportunities in the area as a result of the 
proposed development. 


Positive impact – no mitigation measure 
required.


Potential impact to Aircraft Safety To be investigated and the development 
plans to be designed within the relevant 
Aircraft Safety guidelines







POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS POTENTIAL IMPACTS & MITIGATIONS 
FOR INVESTIGATION FOR INVESTIGATION -- OPERATIONOPERATION


Potential Impact Mitigation Measures


Potential impact to existing wetlands and 
drainage lines and buffers


Wetland functionality investigation to be 
undertaken


Loss of Agricultural Land Consideration and assessment to be 
undertaken


Potential impact on Heritage resources Heritage Impact Assessment to be 
undertaken 


Impacts from stormwater runoff Appropriate options will be evaluated within 
the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 


Potential impact on existing water pipeline To be mitigated via design guidelines and 
EMPr







CONCLUSIONCONCLUSION
•• Impacts and mitigation measures will be further Impacts and mitigation measures will be further 


investigated in the Scoping Report and EIRinvestigated in the Scoping Report and EIR


•• Potential, viable alternatives will be identified in the Potential, viable alternatives will be identified in the 
Scoping Report and considered and assessed in the EIRScoping Report and considered and assessed in the EIR


•• Additional issues or comments will form part of the Additional issues or comments will form part of the 
investigation into the impact of the proposed developmentinvestigation into the impact of the proposed development


•• Comments and issues are welcomeComments and issues are welcome







THE ENDTHE END








