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Craig Kotze

SEDIBENG.- A major clash with potential 
physical confrontation and violence was nar-
rowly averted between the Emfuleni Local 
Municipality (ELM) and Rand Water over 
a third bank attachment by the water utility 
as their top structures hastily met to hammer 
out a new debt agreement recently.

Bad blood over the years between the two 
State entities could also derail the slowly-
emerging Vaal River and community sewage 
pollution project - for which Rand Water is 
the implementing agent but on now-deta-
ched ELM wastewater infrastructure.

A top-level crisis meeting nipped a plan-
ned motor vehicle convoy blockade and sie-
ge of Rand Water Head Office in Glenvista, 
Johannesburg recently, by angry ELM em-
ployees and supporters in the bud, municipal 
and other sources said.

Other disruptive wildcat protest actions 
against Rand Water were also being planned 
by ELM employees and other stakeholders, 
but not in any offici-
al capacity, Sedi-
beng Ster’s sister 
newspaper, Vaal-
weekblad was told.

Another wildcat 
blockade would ha-
ve been the second 
over the past few ye-
ars since then ELM 
Executive Mayor, 
Jacob Khawe and his 
entire top manage-
ment and hundreds 
of employees drove 
vehicles to Rand 

Water Head Office and blockaded the premi-
ses, also over debt default repayments.

Municipal employees, unions and ELM 
management fear three bank account attach-
ments by Rand Water since December - sei-
zing an estimated R330 million - could result 
in salaries and contractors not paid at Febru-
ary-month-end and also asset-stripping by 
Rand Water of municipal infrastructure.

A major driver of tension is the wide-
spread fear in ELM 
circles that Rand 
Water will also at-
tach the Sebokeng 
Waste Water Plant or 
similar infrastructu-
re thus further inca-
pacitating Metsi-a 
Lekoa, the ELM wa-
ter and waste mana-
gement entity.

However, the dan-
ger of asset attach-

ments seems to have subsided due to confu-
sion as to who the real owner of the infra-
structure as the waste infrastructure belongs 
to Gauteng Province and not ELM, said ex-
perts.

 Organised business has demanded that 
ELM and Rand Water find a solution to the 
current crisis and said it was clear the mana-
gement incompetence of ELM CFO Andile 
Dyakala was to blame, as with recurring debt 

crises with bulk utility providers such as Es-
kom over the years.

The Golden Triangle Chamber of Com-
merce (GTCoC) has laid the blame for the 
crisis at ELM’s door. “The ELM CFO Andile 
Dyakala should have been fired years ago 
and many investigations against him remain 
- now we sit with the consequences of a lack 
of consequence management,” said GTCOC 
CEO, Klippies Kritzinger.
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Lerato Serero

SEDIBENG.- The Emfuleni Lo-
cal Municipality (ELM) has refu-
ted claims of electricity cut-offs 
that are doing rounds in the area 
in a form of a voice-note.

The voice-note in question 
claims that power supply will 
soon be switched off for good in 
all the Eskom supplied areas.

The ELM said that there are no 
planned power cuts in Sebokeng 
and other ELM areas supplied by 
Eskom.

“Emfuleni Local Municipality 
(ELM) is aware of a voice-note 
currently circulating on social 
media about planned power-cuts 
in the municipality. 

“The municipality would like 
to put it on record that no such 
correspondence has been recei-
ved from Eskom and as a result, 
all of the claims contained in the 
voice-note are false and must be 
ignored,” a statement issued by 
the municipality said. Meanwhi-
le, the ELM urged residents to 
source service delivery informati-
on only from official communica-
tion platforms of the municipality, 
and local electronic and print me-
dia.

 For further information visit 
www.emfuleni.gov.za 

ELM refutes electricity 
cut-offs voice-note

Right: Executive Mayor, Sipho 
Radebe’s ELM has refuted 
claims of electricity cut-offs 
in the area. Photo: ELM

Lerato Serero

SEDIBENG.- The Democratic Alliance 
(DA) recently urged local residents to 
inspect the valuation roll and familiari-
se themselves with the amount their 
properties are valued for by Emfuleni 
Local Municipality (ELM). 

The party has further urged residents 
to voice their objections where there are 
misrepresentations saying that the rea-
son for this is that the increase in valua-
tion of properties allows ELM to raise 
rates and taxes. It said that 
this is also an attempt for the 
municipality to increase its 
monthly revenue. 

“Although a property 
may be valued for a certain 
amount by Emfuleni, that is 
not necessarily the selling 
price you will receive for 
your property.

“Emfuleni Local Munici-
pality can’t guarantee resi-
dents the increase in their 
property value when they 
want to sell and should ra-
ther decrease the current va-
luation to a market-related 
value,” said the DA’s Elize 
Aucamp who added that it 
is no secret that Emfuleni 
Local Municipality fails to 
deliver basic services which 
also has an impact on the 
value of these properties, a 
factor the municipality 

seems to be ignoring in their valuation.
“In addition to this, the infrastructure 

of the municipality is deteriorating dai-
ly, which is evident in the state of our 
roads which are dilapidated, constant 
power outages, with water and sewage 
running down our streets. 

“DA councillors will be available to 
assist residents who want to object to 
the valuation of their properties to get 
the correct assessment of their proper-
ties.”

‘Object to ELM’s misleading 
property value increase’: DA

The Democratic Alliance’s (DA) Councillor, Elize 
Aucamp. Photo: Christiaan Cloete


