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Department: . o
Environmental Affairs
REPUBLIC GF SQUTH AFRICA

Private Bag X 447 PRETORIA - 0001- Fadsure Building - 3153 Pretorius Street - PRETORIA
Tel (+ 27 12) 310 3911 « Fax (+ 2712) 322 26882

. NEAS Reference: DEAT/EIN12777/2011
DEA Reference: 12/12/20/1836

‘ , ‘ + Enquirles: Masina Litsoane .
Telephone: 012-395-1778 Fax: 012-320-7539 E-mall: MLitsoane@environment.qov.za

- Mr. Neil Townsend

Just Energy o
20 Floor, 27 Buitankant Street
CAPETOWN = - '
8000

Fax no: 021 469 4753
PER FACSIMILE / MAIL
Dear Mr. Townsénd

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
'ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998: GN R.385, R.386 & R.387: FOR THE PROPOSED
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE. RIVERBANK WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED
INFRASTRUCTURE NEAR WESLEY, EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE ‘

With reference to the above application, please béadvised that the Department has decided to grant
authorisation.  The envitonmental authorisation (FA) and reasons for the decision are attached
herewith. ‘ - A -

Activities applied for as listed in GN R. 386, activities: 13 and 16(b) are no longer listed in terms of the
new Regulations, 2010, and are thus not authorised, o \

In terms of regulation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010
(the Regulations), you are instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing
and within 12 (twelve) days of the date of the EA, of the Department's decision in respect of your
application as well as the provisions regarding the submission of appeals that are contained in the
Regulations. o '

“Your attention is drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regulations, which prescribes the appeal prodedure to be
followed. This procedure is summarised in the attached document. Kindly inciude a copy of this

document with the letter of nofification to interested and affected parties.

Should the applicant or ahy other party wish to appeél any aspect of the d‘ecision a notice of intention to
“appeal must be lodged by all prospective appellants with the Minister, within 20 days of the date of the
EA, by means of one of the following methods: ‘ ' :

By facsimile: 012 320 7561
By post: Private Bag X447,
Pretoria, 0001; or ‘ Ve



Byhand:  2nd Floor, Fedsure Building, North Tower,
cnr. Van der Walt and Pretorius Streets,
Pretoria. C '

" Ifthe applicant wishes to lodge an appeal, it must also serve a copy of the notice of intention to appeal
on all registered interested and affected parties as well as a notice indicating where, and for what
period, the appeal submission will be available for inspection, should you intend to submit an appeal.

Please include the Department (Attention: D?recton' Environmental Impact Evalyation) in the list of

-~ interested and affected parties, notified through your notification letter to interested and affected parties,
- forrecord purposes. | : *

Appeals must be submitted in writing to: o | . ‘
Mr T Zwane, Senior Legal Administration Qfficer (Appeals) of this Department at the above mentioned
addresses or fax number. Mr Zwane can also be contacted at; ‘

Tel: 012-310-3929 o
Email: zwane@environment.gov.za

The authorised activities shall not-commence within twenty (20) days of the date of signature of the
~authorisation.. Further, please note that the Minister may, on’ receipt of appeals against the
- - authorisation or conditions thereof suspend the authorisation pending the outcome of the appeals
procedure. . ‘ : ‘ ‘ ‘

“Yours sincerely

Mr sShaam Abdder . S ‘
Deputy Director-General: Environmental Quality and Protection
Department of Environmental Affairs -

Date: /5/0‘{4 -3-‘0‘ i

CC. | Ms Tammy Kruger Consultancy (EAP) .| Tel:01 1-234-862‘1 Fax; 086-684-0547
' Mr M. Somana Ngqushwa Local Municipality Tel: 040-673-3095 Fax: 040-873-3771

Mr T Zwane . Appeals Authority (DEA) ‘ Tal: 012-310-3029 Fax; 012-320-7561



~ APPEALS PROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF THE NEMA EIA REGULATIONS, 2010 (THE REGULATIONS) AS PER -
GN R 543 OF 2010 TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES UPON RECEIPT
 OF NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION (EA) | |

: APPLICANT ‘ _INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES (IAPs}.

1. Receive EA from the relevant Competent Authority (the | 1. Receive EA from Applicant/Consultant
Department of Environmental Affairs {DEA)) '

2. Within 12 days of date of the EA notify all [APs of the EA | 2. N/A
and draw their attention to their right to appeal against
the EA in terms of Chapter 7 of the Regulations. |

3. If you want o appeal against the EA, submit a notice of | 3. Ifyouwant to appeal against.the EA, submit a notice of
intention to appeal within 20 days of the date of the EA. intention to appeal within 20 days of the date of the EA. with
with the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs {the the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs {the Minister).
Minister). ‘ : o ‘ '

4. After having submitted your notice of intention to appeal | 4. After having submitted your natice of intention fo appeal to
to the Minister, provide each registered 1AP with a copy . the Minister, provide the applicant with a copy of the notice of
of the notice of intention to appeal within 10 days of intention 1o appeal within 10 days of iodging the notice
lodging the notice - .

5. The Appiicant must also serve on each AP . 5. Appeliant must also serve on the Applicant within 10 days of

* anotice indicating where and for what period the lodging the nofice,
appeal submission will be available for inspection. * g notice indicating where and for what period the appeal
‘ ' submission will be available for inspection by the
: : . - - applicant, ‘ ‘

6. The appeal must be submitted in writing to the Minister | 6.  The appeal must be submitted to the Minister within 30 days
within 30 days after the (apsing of the period of 20 days after the lapsing of the period of 20 days provided for the
provided for the lodging of the notice of intention to lodging of the notice of intention to appeal.
appeal. : o o ,

7. Any IAP who received a nofice of intention to appeai 7. An Applicant who received notice of intention to may submit a
may submit a responding statement to that appeal to the responding statement to the appeal to the Minister within 30
Minister within 30 days from the date that the appeal ' | days from the date that the appeal submission was lodged
submission was lodged with the Minister. with the Minister. ‘ N

- 'NOTES:

1. An appeal against a decision must be lodged with:= .
a) the Minister of Water and Environmental Afairs i the decision was issued hy the Diractor- General of the Department of
Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting in his/ her capacity as the delegated Competent Authority:
- b} the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development if the applicant is the Department of Water Affairs and the decision
was issued by the Director- General of the. Department of Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting in his/ her
capacity as the delegated Competent Authority; ' ‘ ‘ .

2. Anappeal lodged with:- | -
a) the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs must be submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs;
b) the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development must be submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs:

3. Anappeal must be:-
a) submitted in writing;
b) accompanied by: :
* astatement setting out the grounds of appeal; ‘
* supporting documentation which is referred to in the appeal; and
» astatement that the appellant has complied with requlation 62 (2) or (3) together with copies of the notices referred to in
_regulation 62. S -



environmental affairs

: Department: . ‘
w  Environmentsi Affairs
REPUELIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

* Environmental Authorisation

ESTABLISHMENT OF RIVERBANK WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED

INFRASTRUCTURE

AMATOLE DISTRICT MUNIGIPALITY

Authorisation register number: | 12/12/20/1836

NEAS reference number: | DEANEAS/12777/2011

Lastamended: | Firstissue -
[Holder of authorisation: [JUSTENERGY

Location of activity: EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE:

On the Farms Riverbank 147

| Holstein 148; Sandfia 149:
Bristol 170 and Pﬁqrcupine- Kop
169, within Ngqushwa Local

| Municipality

This authorisation does not negate the responsibility pf the holder of the authorisation to comply with
any other statutory requirements that may be applicable prior to and during the undertaking of the

ry

activity.,



* Department of Enwronmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Req. No. 12/12/20/1836 & DEATIEIA/12777I2011

Decision

The Department s satisfied, on the basis of information avallable o i and subject to compiiance with
the conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to undertake
the activities specified below.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are setout in Annexure 1,
Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No,
107 of 1-998 [NEMA]} and the Environmental Impabt Assessment Regulations, 2006, read with the list

of activi'ties identified in terms of sections 24(2) and 24D (GN R.386 and GN R.387) of NEMA, the
Department hereby authorises— 3

JUST ENERGY
with the following contact details —

Mr. Neil Townsend

Just Energy

2 Fioor, 27 Buitankant Street
CAPE TOWN

8000 |

Tel  (021) 469 4755

Fax:  (021)4694753

Cell.  (082) 4104183 \
E-mail; ntownsend@ 'oxfa.fn,qrg.'uk |

- to undertake the foilowing activities {hereafter referred to as ‘the activity”):

‘Page 2 of 19




- Dapartment of Enwmnmsntal Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12!20/1836 & DEATIEIN12?7T/2011

GN R 387

tem: 1(a)

ltem: 1{l)

ftem: 2

GNR 386

ftem: 7

ftem: 1()

ftem: 1(m)

ffem: 12

- ftem: 14

Mtem: 15

The construction of facilifies or infrastructure, including associated structures or
infrastructure, for the generation of electricity where (i) the electricity output is 20 megawatts
or more; or (i) the elements of the facility cover a combined area in excess of 1 ha;

The construction of faciliies or infrastructure, including associated structures or

- infrastructure, for the transmission and distribution of above ground electricity with capacity

of 120 kV. or more;

~ Any development, actlwtj,r, including associated structures and mfrastructurs where the total
_‘srsa of the developed-area is, or is infended to be 20 hectares or more.

rhé above ground storage of & dangerous gsod, including petrol, diesel, liquid petroleum |
gas or paraffin, ih containers with & combined capacity of more than 30 cubic meters but
less than 1 000 cubic meters at any one location or site;

The transmission.and distribution of electricity above ground with a capacity of more than 33

Kilovolts and fess than 120 kflovolts

The . construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associated structures or
infrastructure, for — any purposs in the one in ten year flood fine of a river or stream, or .
within 32 meters form the bank of a river or stream where flood fine is unknown, excluding

‘purpsses associated with exasfmg residential use, but mcludmg (i) canals; (i) channels; (ji)

bridges; (v} dams; and (v) weirs;

The transformation or removal of indigenous ngstatfonof 3 hectares or more or of any size

 where the transformation’ or removal would occur within critically endangered or an

endangered ecosystem listed in ferms of section 52 of the ‘National Environmental
Msnsgement: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004):

The construction of masts of any material of type and any height, including those used for .
telecommunications broadcasting and radio transmission, but skciuding (a) masts of 15m
and lower exclusively used by (i) radio amateurs; or (i) for Iightsrﬁng purposes (b} flagpoles;
and (c) fightening conductor poles; and

The construction of a road that is wider than 4m or that has a reserve wider than 6m,
excluding roads that fafl within the ambit of another listed sctfwty or wh:ch are access roads
of less than 30m long. o

Page 3.0f 19 = | i//



‘ Department of Environmental Affairs
Enwrdnmentel Authorisation Reg. No. 1211 2/20/1836 & DEAT/EIAN2777/2011

- within the Nggushwa deel- Municipelity in Eastern Cepe Province, hereafter referred to as “the
p'rdperty”, for the establishment of Riverbank wind energy facility and associated infrastructure near
Wesley, as de-scribed in the Final Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) dated March 2011, |
The project will comprise a smgte wind energy facility of 22 wind turbines to be developed in two

. phases.

The phasing of the faciiity across the broader site is proposed with Phase 1 with establishment of 10
.wind turbines on the following farm portions: B |
= Portions 0 - 7 of Farm Sandfiat 149: -

; Farm Riverbank 147.

- The second phase {Phase 2) will comprise of 12 wind turbines on the following farm portions:
» Portions 0, 2 dnd 3 of Farm Poroupine Kop 169;

 Portions 0 ~ 12 of Farm Holstein 148;

*  Fam Bristol 170, |

The facility is proposed to have a generating power ca‘pecity of up to 66MW. Each turbine would be
3.3MW in capacity, depending on the turbine selected for implementation. The infrastructure
essometed with the wind energy facility includes: | |
-« 22 wind turbines with a hub height of up to 90 each, td be secured using concrete foundations
(20m (1) x 20m (w) x 2m (d)) to support them.
» New overhead power line to connect to Eskom's existing Wesley sub station which is located
approximately 5km west of the project site.
s Internal roads Imkmg the wind turbines end other infrastructure on the site. Existing farm roads
will be used as far as possible.
+ Underground cabling {approximately 1m deep) 22kV, linktng the wind turbines to the dneite
sub- statlons via electrical transformers. The underground cables will be routed {0 follow the
- exetmg end proposed internal roads as far as possible. -
» Onsite sub-stations to facilitate the connection between the facility and the grid via the Wesley
sub-station {the generated power will be stepped up from 22kV to 66KV via transformer).

» Ancillary infrastructure including the conirol room:; workshdp; high voltage switchgear room;

/
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mess room; ablution facilities; a SCADAZ room; and storeroom.




Department of Envrronmental Afrelre

Environment Authoneatlon Reg. No. 12,’12/20/1836&DEATIEIN12777/2011

o .Conditions

Scope of authorigation

10.

The prOpeeed Rwerbenk wmd energy fecthty with the preferred option 2 for the eub—etetton and
power fine is hereby approved. '

,Authoneetron of the activity is eubject to the conditions eentelned in this authorisation, which form

pert of the environmental euthoneatlen and are binding on the holder of the authorisation,

‘_The Department may by written notice to the holder of an environmental authorisation suspend

with tmmedlate effect an environmental authorlsetron if suspensren of the -authorigation is

necessary to prevent harm or further harm to: the enwronment

The holder. of the euthonsatten is responsible fer ensurmg compliance with the conditions

contained in this envrrenmentel euthensetren This includes any person actrng on the holder's

"behetf mcludrng but not fimited to, an agent servant, centrector sub-contractor, employee, -

cansultant o person rendering a service to the holder of the authonsetren
The activities eutheneed may only be cerned out at the property as described above.
The recemmendetlone and rmtrgatren Mmeasures recorded in the EIAR dated Merch 2011 must be

‘ edhered to. r
-Any changes to, or dewetrene fram, the pt‘OjeCt deecnptlpn set out in this eutheneetlon must be

| eppreved in wntmg, by the Department before such changes or devrettone may-be effected. I

assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the Department may request such information as

it deems necessary fo evaluate the eigniﬁcenee and impacts of such changes or deviations and it
- may be necessary for the helder of the eutheneetten to apply for further euthensatlen In terms of
the regulations. ' '

This activity must. commence W|th|n a period of three {03) years from the date of i issue. If
commencement of the ectlvrty deee not occur within that pened the eutheneetren lapses and &

“new application for enwrenrnentel authorisation muet be made in order for the activity to be

undertaken. . ‘
Commencement with one actlvrty hsted in terms of this autherleatren cenetrtutes eommencement of
all authorised ectlwttee

This autheneahen does not negate the hetder of the euthonsetten 8 respenelbthty to comply with

any other etetutery requrrernente that mey be appheeble to the undertaking of the activity.

‘Fageeorte ‘ .' | | //’



Department of Environmental Affairs
Envrronmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12(12/20/1836 & DEATIEIAHZTT?{ZDH

11 Relevant legislation that must be complied with by the holder of this authorisation includes, infer

12.

alia:

Arohaeologioal remains, artificial features and struotures older than 60 years are protected by
the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act No. 25 of 1999). Should any archaeological
artefacts be exposed during excavation for the _purpose of construction, construction in the
vicinity of the finding shall be stopped immediately. A registered Meritage Speciafist shall be
called to the site for inspection.  Under no circumstances shall any heritage metenel be
destroyed or removed from the site end the relevant heritage resource agency shall be
informed about the fi ndrng Heritage remains uncovered or disturbed during earthworks shall
not be disturbed further until the necessary approvel has been obtained from the South African

- Hentage Resources Agency and/or any of its delegated provincial agencies.
Relevant provisions of the Occupetronel Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act No. 85 of 1983).

Relevant provisions of the Natiorial Water Act, 1998 {Act No. 36 of 1998).

Relevant provisions of the National Forests Act, 1998 (Act No. 84 of 1998).

Relevant provisions of the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act
No: 10 of 2004). |

Relevant provisions of the National Environmental Management; Protected Areas Act, 2003
(Act No. 57 of 2003) and its Reguletions o '

Should fill material be tequired for any purpose, the use of borrow pits must comply with the
provisions of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of
2002) administered by the Depertment of Mineral Resources. |

The holder of an environmental authorisation has the responsibility to notify the competent

authority of any alienation, transfer and change of ownership rights in the property on which the

- activity is to take place.

Notification of ‘authorisa‘tion

13.

14.
14.1.

The holder of the authonsetron must notrfy every registered interested and affected perty, in writing

and within 12 (twelve) calendar days of the date of this environmental euthonsatron of the

decision to authorise the activity.

The notrfroetroo referred to must -

specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

Page 6 of 19



Department of Enwronmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg No. 12,’1 212011836 & DEATIEIAHQTTTIZOH

14.2.  inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in Chapter 7 of
" the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2010; |
14.3.  advise the interested and aﬁected party that a copy of the authorisation will be furnished on
request; and
14.4. give the reasons for the decision.
Management of the adtivity
15. The Environmental Management Plan (EMP) submitted as part of application for environmental

authorisation must be amended and submitted to the Department for written. approval pricr to

| commencement of the activity. - The recommendations and mitigation measures recorded in the
" EIAR dated March 2010 must be incorporated as part of the EMP. Once approved, the EMPr

must be implemented and adhered to.

Monitoring -

16.

The applicant must appoi‘nt' a suitably independent Environmental Control Officer (ECQ) for the

construction phase of the development that will have the responsibiiity to ensure that the

mitigation/rehabilitation measures and recommendations referred to in this authorisation are
implemantsd and to ensure compliance with the provisions of the EMP.

16.1. . The ECO shall be ap;l:noilnted before commencement of any authorised activity.

16.2. Onge ‘appointed, the name‘ and contact details of the ECO must be submitted to the

Director; Compliance Monitoring of the Department.

163, The ECO shall kéep record of all activities on site, problems identified, transgressions noted

and a task schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO.

16.4. The ECOQ' shall remain employed until -all rehabilitation measures, as required for

17.

implementation due to construction damage, are completed and the site is ready for
opetration. N |
16.5. Records relating to monitoring and auditin'g must be kept on site and made available for
~inspection to any relevant and competent authdrity in respect of this dévelopment.
Noise monitoring at potential receptors must be conducted on a quarterly basis. Annual feedback
regarding noise monitoring must reprasented to all stakeholders and other interested and affected

parties in the area. This report must also be made available to potential sensitive receptors in the

- /
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Department of Envlronmentat Affairs

18

18.

20.

Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/1836 & DEAT/EIAM 2777/2011

area, or the contants explained fo them to ensure that they undérstand‘ ali the potential risks that

" the development of a wind energy facility may have on them and their families.

The holder of the authorisation must submit an environmental audit report upen cbmpieﬁon of the
construction and rehabilitation activities to the Department. |

The environmental audit report musst in‘dio‘ate the date of the audit, the name of the independent
auditor and the outcome of the audit in terms of compliance with the environmental authorisation

co'nditions as well as the requireménts of the EMP.

Recording and teporting to the Departmént

Al documentation eg. audit/monitnringlcompliahce reports and notifications, required to be
submitted to the Depaﬁment in terms of - this authorisation, must be submitled to the

Director. Compliance Monitoring at the Department.

Commencement of the activity

21,

22,

The authorised activity shall not commence within twenty (20) days of the date of sighature of the
authorisation, ‘ | |
The applicant must obtain a Water Use Licenc;e Authorisation (WULA) from the Department of

Water Affairs prior o the commencement of the project should the applicant impact any wetland or

E wat@f resource. The WULA must be submitted to the Direcior: Impact Evaluation at the

23,

Department.
The applicant must submit a final layout plan for the entire wind energy facility for approval to the
Department and the layout should mdlcate

. Turbine positions;

« Foundation footprint;
« Permanent lay-down area footprint;

e Construction period lay-dewn footprint;

~* Intenal roads indicating width (construction‘period width and operation period width) and

numbered sections between the other site elements whlch they serve (to make comrnentmg on

sections possible);

. 'Wetlands, drainage lines, rivers, stream and water crossing of roads and cables indicating the

type of bridging structures that will be used:; -

7
/
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisafion Reg. No. 12/12/20/1836 & DEAT/EIA/12777/2011

Hen'tege sites that will be affected by the turbines and aeeeciated infrastructure:
Sub-station(s) and/or transformer(s) sies including thei entire footprint |
Cable routes and trench dimensions (where they are not along internal reade)
Connection routes to the dletnbutlen/transmleemn network;

Cut and fill areas et turbine sites along roads and at substation/transformer sites indicating the

- expected volume of each cut and fill;

Borrow pits; | o
Spoit heaps (temporary for topsoil and subsoil and permanently for excess material);
Buildings including accommodation; and

All “‘no-go” areas.

24 The applicant must appoint a qualified botanical, fauna epecia!iete and an ornithologist to ground-

truth every turbine footprint and their recemmendetlene must form part of the final layout plan for

the wind energy facility and EMP to be eubmltted to this Department for approval.

25. An appeal under section 43 of NEMA, does not suspend an environmental authorisation ar

- exemption, or any provisions or conditions attached thereto, or any directive, unless the Minister,

- MEC or delegated organ of state directs otherwise.

Notification to authorities

26. Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to the-‘Departm'ent that the activity will commence.

~ Commencement for the purposes of this eendatlon meludee elte preperetlon The notice must

mclude & date on whnch it is anticipated that the activity will commence. This notification pened

may coincide with the pened contemplated in 21 above.

- Operation of the ectivity

27. Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to the Depariment that the eetivity operational

phase will commence.

28. The applicant must compile an operational EMP for the eperational phase of the activity or

alternatively, if the applicant has an existing operational environmental management system, it

must be amended to include the aperation of the authorised activity.

Page 9 of 19 ‘ ' ffyf’



Department of Environmantal Affairs

Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 1212/20/1836 & DEAT/EIA/2777/2011

Site closure and decommissioning

29

30.

31.

32,

5.

Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the applicant shall undertake the required

actions as prescribed by Iegfslatlon at the time and comply with all relevant Iegaf reqmrements

admlmstered by any relevant and mmpetent authority at that time.

Specific conditions

An ecologist must be commissioned to perform a final walkthrough of the site onge the final layout
of wind turbines and finai overhead power line route have been identified and finalised. The
specialist must cover buffer identification and no-go éreas of the drainage lines and wetlands on the
site. The épecialist‘repor:t must be submitted to the Department for approval prior to construction.

A bird monitoring programme must be i'mplemented to document the effect of the operation of the
wind energy facility on avifauna and bats, This shall commence prior to construction (to provide a
benchmark), and continue durihg operation of the wind energy facility.

The results of the pre- -construction bird monitoring programme must mform the final layout and the

‘construction schedule of the wind energy facility.

Reports regarding bird monitoring must be submitted to the Eastern Cape: Department of Economic
Development and Environmental Affairs (DEDEA), Birdiife South Africa, Endangered Wildiife Trust
(EWT} and this Department on a quarterly basis. The feport will assist all stakeholders in identifying
pbtential and additional mitigation measures and to establish protocols for bird monitoring

. programmes of wind energy development in the country. |

34

Should the results for mdnitoring‘ reveal ény fatal flaw at any phase of the proposed development, all

- work must cease lmmedmtely in that area, while all the relevant authorities including this

35,

- 36.

37.

Department are no’uﬂed | | ,

The baseline data collected and documented duh‘ng the survey must be shared with the EWT and
Birdlife South Africa for better understanding of the distribution or breedlng behaviour of any of the
priority species listed in the EIAR dated January 2011.

Habitat destructlon must be kept to an absolute minimum by keeping the Iay-down areas as small as
possmle reducmg the final extent of developed area. ‘

Additional surveys around the area where Denham's Bustards, ‘Swiﬁs and Swallows, African Marsh
Harriers, Lanner Falcons, Caspiah Tems, Great White Pelicans, Black Storks, White-billed

/;
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: Department of Envrronmental Affairs
Enwronmental Authorigation Reg No. 12/4 Qf.?nitaaﬁ & DEAT/EIA/12?77/2011

38

Karhaane and Secretary birds are present and most likely to fty, muet be undertaken to cent“ irm if
high-flying areas should be excluded from the development footprint, .
The applicant must ensure that lighting on furbines is kept to a minimum, and is coloured (red or

green) and intermittent, rather than permanent and white, to reduce confusion effects for nocturnal

© migrants.

39

40.

The facility must be deergned to discourage the use ef turbmes as perching or neetmg substrates by
hirds.

The applicant myst ensure the reduction of wsual rmpact dunng constructlon by mmlmlsmg areas of
surface disturbance, contrellmg erosion, using dust suppression meaeuree and restoring exposed

 areas as close as poesrble to their original contours and vegetatlen ‘Al mitigation measures

41.
42,

43.

turbine positions. - Where no road infrastructurs exlete hew roads shall be placed within existing
44
45
46,

A7,

48,
49,

proposed in the Vreual Aasesement included in the EIAR dated March 2011 must be implemented
and adhered fo. |

A lighting engineer must be coneutted te aeeret in the planning and plaeement of fight fixtures in

brder to reduce visual impacts associated with glare and light trespass.

Commercial advertising and graffit on turbmee must be avoided.

Exletmg road mfrastructure must be used as faras is possible for prowdmg access to the proposed

disturbed areas or enwronmentat conditions must be taken to account to ensure minimum amount of

(damage is caused to natural habitats, -

A transportation plan must be devetoped particularly for the transport of turbine components, mainly

“assembly cranes and other large pieces of equipment. A permit must be obtained from the relevant

traneport department for the traneportahon ef all componente (abnermal loads) to the sites.
A traffic management plan must be prepared for the site access and must ensure that no hazarde
will result from the increased truck traffic and that traffic ﬂew will not be adversely impacted. |
Signs must be placed along construction roads to identify speed limits, travel restrictions, and other
standard traffic control information. To minimise impacts on local commuters, consideration must be
given to limiting ebnetructlon vehicles. en publrc roadways during the mermng and late afternoon
commuting time. ) |

Roads must be desugned in such a way that the ehangee to surface. water run-off are avorded and
erosion Is not initiated. .
Internal access roads must be located away frorn drarnage bottoms and avmd wetlands, if feasible,
tnternat access roads must be located to minimize stream eressrnge All structures crossing
streams muet be Iocated and constructed so that they do not decreaee channel stability or increage
water VElDCI'[y | 7,
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50.
51.

52.
53.

54.

95,

26.

57.

58

59.
60.

61.
62.

63.

64,

Existing dramage must not be altered, especially in sensitive areas.
A surface run-off and storm water management plan, indicating the management of all surface run-
off generated as a result of the development (during both the construction and operation phases) .

prior to entering any natural drainage system must be submitted to the Department prior to
cbnstruction | ‘

No. activities will ba allowed to encroach into a water resource w1thout a wafter use authorisation
belng in place from the Department of Water Affairs.

No exotic plants may be used for rehab|litation purposes. Only indigenoaus plants of the area may
be utilised. ‘ T
Liaison with land owners/farm managers is to be done prior to construction in order to provide

sufficient time for them to plan agncultural activities. If possible, construction should be scheduled
to take place within the post-harvest, pre planting season, when fields are lying fallow.

Vegetation clearing must be kept to an absolute minimum, Mltlgatron measures must be
mplemented o reduce the risk of erosion and tha invasion of alien species.

A comprehensive habitat rehabilitation plan must be developed for the site. Restoration must be
undertaken as soon as posmble after completlon of construction activities to reduce the amount of

habitat converted at any one time: and to speed up the recovery of natural habitats.

All electrical collector lines must be buried in a manner that minimizes additional surface
disturbance. | |
Construction must include appropriate design measures that allow surface and sub-surface

movement of water along drainage lines $0 as not to-impede naﬁtral surface and sﬁbsurface flows,
Drainage measures must promote the dissipation of storm water run-off. |
Topsoil from all excavations and construction activities must be salvaged and re-applied- during
reclamation. ' '

The applicant is required to inform the relevant provincial Department andfor this Department should |

the removal of protected épegies,\medioinal plants and “data deficient” plant species be required.

Al hard infrastructure sha!llb‘e located within-existing low sensitivity and disturbed areas.
No turbines, sub-stations, roads, cable trenches and other associated infrastructure shall be placed
within any natural vegetation or near any wetiands, streams or fivers,

The sub-station Option 2 must be used as 'recommended by the Ecology Specialist. It must be

“moved 200m to north-west to avoid areas of natural habitat.

The section of road between turbines 10 and 12 must he moved 50 that it sweeps around the edge
of the area of vegetation concern as recommended by the Ecology Specialist. The best position will

be to pass around the westem and the southern side of the hill | ' %
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‘65.'

66.

67.

68.
69.

- minimisation and must incorporate reduction, recycllng, re-use and disposal where appropriate. Any

70.

71.

72. 7

73.

74,
75.
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The construction camp must be Iocated-'in' a disturbed area and must be screened off during the
entire construction phase. | '

Hazardous materlals must be stored in regularly serviced containers enclosed in bunded areas.
The bunded areas must be provided with a tap-aff system through which spillages and leakages that
might occur will be removed without any spillage outside of the bunded areas.

Chemical ablution fac:ilitiasmust be available for use by construction staff at all times during the
construction period. These facifities must be removed from the site when the construction phase is
completed. | o |

The applicant must ensure that an effective momtonng system is put in place to detect any leakage
or spillage of all hazardous aubatances

An integrated waste management approach must be !mplamented that is based on waste

solid waste shall be disposed of at a landfil licensed in terms of section 20 (b} of the National
Environment Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act No. 59 of 2008).

A heaith and safety programmemust be developed fo protect both workers and the general public -
during constructlon operation and decommissioning of the wind energy facility. The programme
must éstablish a aafety zone for the wind turbine generator from resndences and occupied buildings,
roads, right- of~ways and other public access areas that is sufficient to prevent accidents resulting
from the operation of wind turbine generators. .

The applicant must ensure that the operation of tha wind facmty has mammal electromagnetic
interference (EMI) and should comply with the relevant communication requlation. .

The applicant must obtain a written permit from South Africa Civil Aviation Authority that the wind
facility will not interfere with performance aerodrome radio Communication, Navigation and

Surveillance (CNS}) equipment especially the radar and the airstrip in the vicinity of the proposed site

prior to the commencement of the activity. The approval!parmlt must be submltted to the D:racfor

Environmental lmpac:t Evaluation at this Department for record purposaa

The applicant must ensure that all equipment and machinery are waII mamtamed and equfppad with
silencers, ) : :

The applicant must provide a prior warning to the ccim‘munity when a noisy activity is to take place.
Constraints identified in the preli'minary geology and soil report must be verified in a detailed
geotechnical investigation which must he commissioned by the applicant before the design process
i3 finalised.
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76. Fnundations and trenches must bé backfilled with origihal excavaied materiaisl as far as is possible.

- Excess excavation materials must 'be disposed of only in approved areas or, if suitable, stockpiled
 for use in-reclamation activities. |

/7. Burrow materials must be obtained only from authorised a‘nd permitted sites.

78. Anti-erosion measures such as silt fences must be installed in disturbed areas.

General

79. A copy of this authorisation and the.approved EMP must be kept at the property where the activity
will be undertaken. The authorisation must be pmduced to any authorised official of the
Department who requeéts to see 'it and must be made available for inspection by any employee or
agent of the holder of the authorisation who works or undertakeé W‘ork at the prbperty.

80. Wheré any of the applicant's contact details change, including the name of the responsible person,
the physical or postal address and/or telephonic details, the applicant must ndtify the Department
as soon as the new details become known to the applicant.

- 81. The holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, in writing and within 48 (forty eight)

| hours, if any condition of this authorisation cannot be or is not adhered to. Any notification in
terms of this condition must be accompanied by reasons for the nonécompliance. Non-compliance
with a condition of this authorisation may result in criminal prosecution or other actions provided for
in the National Environmental Managemént Act, 1998 and thé regulations.

82, National governrhént, provincial government, local authorities or committees appointed in terms of
the conditions of this authorisation or any other public authority shall not be held responsible for
any damages or losses suffered by the applicant or his _successnr in fitle in any instance where
construction or operation subsequent to 'cbnstruction be temporarily or permanently stopped for
reasons of non-compliance by the applicant with the conditions of authorigation as set out in this

- document or any other suitbsequent docurment emanating from these conditions of authorisation.

Date of environmental authorisation; Aﬁ{)ﬂ@(l 87 ,9-0/ /

/4
Mr Ishaam AbéAder

| Deputy Director-GeneraI: Environmental Quality and Protection

Department of Environhental Affalrs
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1.

“Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

‘Background

The applicant appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake an environmental assessment

process in accordance with the EIA Regulations, 2006.

2

3.

Information considered in making the decision

| In reaching its decision, the Department took, inter alig, the following into consideration - '

The information contained in fhe EIAR dated March 2011:

The comments received from the Eastern Cape: Department‘ of Watef Affairs, South African
Heritage Resources Agency, Eastem Cape Roads and Public Works, South African Civil Aviation
Authority and interested and affected parties as included in the EIAR dated March 2011;

Mitigation measures as proposed in the EIAR datéd March 2011 and the EMP;

The information contained in the specialist studies contained within EIAR; and

The objectives and requireménts of relevant legislation, policies. and guidélines, including section 2
of the National Environmental '.Nlanagement Act, 1998 (Act 107 of 1998).

Key factors considered in making the decision

All information presented to the Departme'nt was taken into account in the Department's consideration

of the application A summary of the issues WhIGh in the Departments view, were of the most

signifig cance is set out below.

Details provided of the qualifications of the EAP mdlcate that the EAP | is competent fo carry out the

~ envirenmental impact assessment pmcedures

- The findings of all the specialist studies conducted and their recommended mitigation measures.

The need for the proposed project is to contribute towards the renewabie energy generation target
set by the Government, socio-economic and environmental sustainable growth, and kick start and
slimulate the renawable energy industry in South Africa.

/
!
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d) The EIAR dated March 2011 included a description of the environment that may be affected by the

activity and the manner in which the physical, biolagical, social, economic and cuitural aspects of
- the environment may be affected by the proposed activity.”

e} -The EIAR dated March 2011 identified afl legisiation and guidelines that have been considered in
the preparation of the EIAR dated March 2011.

f)  The methodology used in assessmg the potentlaf impacts |dent|t" ed in the EIAR dated March 2011
and the specialist studnes have been adequately indicated.

g) A sufficient public participation process was undertaken and the applicant has satisfied the
minimum requirements as prescribed in the EIA Regulations, 2006 for public involvement. -

4, Findings

After consrderatmn of the mformatlon and factors listed above, the Department made the following

findings - -

a) The project will comprise a smgle wind energy facrllty of 22 wind turbines to be developed in two
phases, o , | |

b)  The majority of impact’é on ihe natural environment associated with the proposed distribution lines
in route corridor option 2 are considered fo be of low significance.

¢) The 'connection will be bn existing Wesley sub-station which is located approximately Skm west bf
the project site; a new overhead power line will be constructed.

d)  None of the propesed turbines aré located within watercourses or wetlands and ali turbines are a

-minimum of 50m from mépped wetland areas. However, there are 14 places where construction of
new internal access roads and underground cables will cross mapped wetland areas,

€) Existing tracks will be used for access to the site. However, internal roads need to be constructed.

fi A comprehensive programme to fully monitor the actual impacts of the famllty on the broader
-avifauna of the area will be undertaken, from pre-construction and into the operational phase of the
project. .

9) The Visual Assessment concluded that"the pFOpDSECI wind en'érgy facility will have a visual impact
on the scenic resources and pastoral character of the region which wil generally add a new modemn
element onto an old rural landscape. - The overall visual impact is conSIdered medium to low with
recommended mitigations.

h) Turbines 11, 15 and 16 will be moved to reduce the wsuai impact to Sandcastle Lodge on New

. Bradford Farm 177. W
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Based on theﬁndings of‘the Social ,lm.paot‘Assessmenlt,‘it would appear that none of the

landowners who stand to be directly affected by the proposed wind energy facility are opposed to
the deiielopment. '

The majority of impacts on the natural environment'assooiated with the proposed wind energy

. faoiliiy.are considered to be sign'ifiosnt,‘bu't.may be reduced to acceptable and sustainable levels by.

adherence to proposed mitigation measures,

~ The identification and assessment of impaots are detailed in the EJAR dated March 2011 and

sufficient assessment of the key identified issues end |mpaots have bssn completed.

The procedure followed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision- -making process

The proposed rmtigeﬂon of impacts identified and assessed adequately curtails the Identmed
|mpaot$ |

All legal and procedural rEqmrements have been met

The information contained in the EIAR dsted March 2011 is accurate and cradible.

| EMP measures for the pre-construction, construction and rehabilltation phases of the development

were proposed and included in the EIAR snd will be lmplemented to manage the identified

* environmental :mpaots during the construction process

~In view of the ebove,' the Department |s salisfied that subject‘.to compliance with the conditions

contained in the environmental authorisation, the proposed sotivity will not conflict with the general

objectives of integrated environmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of NEMA and that any

potentially detnmentsl env:ronmentel impacts resultmg from the proposed aotnnty can be mitigated to

| aooeptable levels, The application is accordingly granted
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