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31 August 2020 

THE RECTIFICATION OF THE UNLAWFUL COMMENCEMENT OF A LISTED ACTIVITY: THE ESTABLISHMENT 

OF AN ASPHALT PLANT ON PORTION 57 OF THE FARM STRATHMORE 214, NELSPRUIT DISTRICT, 

MPUMALANGA. 

This letter serves as an explanation as to why At-Road Construction (“the applicant”) did not 

obtain an Environmental Authorisation (“EA”) for the above-mentioned project prior to 

establishment. 

Firstly, the applicant was unaware of the volumes of material classified as “dangerous goods” 

stored on their site. The largest volume of this material is the heated bitumen inside the plant itself 

before mixing with aggregate. This matter is still disputed. The applicant would have been under 

the threshold of 80 000L had it not been for this heated bitumen. 

Secondly, the applicant is a company that specializes in road construction and maintenance.  To 

obtain projects, the applicant must go through a tender process.  If appointed, they only have a 

limited amount of time before they need to start with the project.  Within this limited time, they 

must find a site to move their site offices, workshop and plant to.  For this specific project, the 

applicant had a month to start their work from receiving the tender. 

Applying for EA is a very time-consuming process.  It would have been impossible for the applicant 

to go through the EA process and obtain EA before they needed to move to the site and start 

their work. 

For this reason, the applicant did not apply for EA before they moved their site offices and Asphalt 

Plant to this site.  However, the applicant did choose a site that is located on an active mining 

area (Strathmore Mine).  Therefore, the site was already cleared of vegetation and significantly 

disturbed prior to establishment of the Plant. It should also be noted that the activity is temporary 

in nature.  It is planned that the Plant be removed once work in this area is completed. 

It must be considered that by undertaking the activities, the applicant conducts road 

maintenance work which is of national importance. 
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We trust you find the above in order. 

Kind regards 

 

Ansuné Weitsz 

 


