




 

Cape Environmental Assessment Practitioners (Pty) Ltd 

Reg. No. 2008/004627/07 

VAT No 4720248386 

Telephone: (044) 874 0365  17 Progress Street, George 

Facsimile: (044) 874 0432 PO Box 2070, George 6530 

Web: www.cape-eaprac.co.za 

 

 

D.J. Jeffery  Directors L. van Zyl 

18 January 2016 

Ref: SIY402/07 

DEA Ref: To be confirmed 

Attention: Stakeholder 

VIA: Email, Fax and Post 

RE: AVAILABILITY OF SCOPING REPORT FOR THE HUMANSRUS 3 SOLAR 

DEVELOPMENT ON PORTION OF FARM 147 HUMANSRUS, PRIESKA 

Cape Environmental Assessment Practitioners (Pty) Ltd. (Cape EAPrac) has been 

appointed by the Applicant, Humansrus Solar 3 (Pty) Ltd., as independent environmental 

assessment practitioner (EAP), to facilitate the Scoping & Environmental Impact Reporting 

(S&EIR) process required in terms of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA, 

Act 107 of 1998) and 2014 Regulations for the proposed Humansrus 3 PV Solar 

Development, near Prieska in the Northern Cape. 

The Applicant intends to develop a 75MW (megawatt) Photovoltaic (PV) solar power 

development, with a footprint of approximately 220ha, on Farm 147 Humansrus, located 

approximately 10km south of the town of Copperton and 50kms west of Prieska.  The 

electricity to be generated by the solar photovoltaic panels will be fed into the national grid 

via the existing Kronos Substation.  Associated infrastructure will thus include a 132kV 

transmission line (within an existing Eskom servitude), as well as an on-site substation, 

auxiliary buildings, access and internal roads, perimeter fencing etc. 

The procedures for S&EIR process in terms of the 2014 Regulations (R983, R984 & R985) 

are being followed for this project.  

This notification forms part of the Scoping phase of the Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) process.  As a registered stakeholder, you are hereby notified that the Scoping Report 

(SR) is available for review and comment for a period of 30 days extending from 

Wednesday 20 January to Thursday 18 February 2016.   

Hard copies of the Scoping Report have been placed at the following venues for review: 

 Prieska Library (located on Stewart Street, Prieska) 

 Siyathemba Municipality offices (located on Victoria Street, Prieska) 

Please do not remove these copies from the above venues. 

A digital copy of the Scoping Report will also be available on the Cape EAPrac website at 

www.cape-eaprac.co.za.  Authorities have been provided with digital copies on CD.  

Additional CDs are available on request. 

Please submit any comments you may have to Cape EAPrac (contact details below) on or 

before 18 February 2016: 

http://www.cape-eaprac.co.za/
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Upon closing of the 30-day comment period, comments received will be considered and 

feedback provided, after which the comments and responses will be included in the final 

Scoping Report (SR) for submission to the competent authority.  Please note that due to the 

timeframe constraints associated with the 2014 EIA Regulations, comments received after 

the 18th February 2016 will not be included in the final report submitted to DEA. 

Please note that only registered stakeholders will be kept informed throughout the remainder 

of the environmental process. 

If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact this office directly. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Mackay 

Cape EAPrac 

Cape EAPrac 

ATTN:  Ms Melissa Mackay 

P.O. Box 2070, George, 6530 Tel: 044 874 0365  Fax: 044 874 0432 

E-mail: mel@cape-eaprac.co.za 

Review & Comment Period: 

Wednesday 20 January to Thursday 18 February 2016. 























































 

 

 



    

 
 S O U T H  A F R I C A  S Q U A R E  K I L O M E T R E  A R R A Y  

SKA South Africa Project Office 

 

Thys van der Hout 
 

E-mail: thys@solek.co.za     

Date: 22 December 2015 

 

Dear Thys, 

 

Re: Humansrus Solar 3 (Pty) Ltd. Solar PV Development on Farm 147 Humansrus, near Copperton, 

Northern Cape Province 

 

A high level impact assessment was conducted by SKA South Africa on the proposed facility, where it was 

determined that the proposed facility represented a high risk of detrimental impact to the SKA. A letter confirming 

this, dated 2nd November 2015, was sent to the respective environmental consultant (Melissa Mackay, Cape 

Environmental Assessment Practitioners (Pty) Ltd). 

  

This letter follows a teleconference meeting between yourself and SKA South Africa, concerning the 

development of the proposed facility, and the methodology to conduct an impact assessment on the SKA 

project.  

 

You indicated the following during the course of the teleconference: 

i. four PV facilities are planned for Humansrus Farm 147, and detailed designs are available for the 

first two of the four proposed facilities; 

ii. the project sponsor is the same for all four project, and that the detailed design for Humansrus Solar 

PV 2 Energy Facility (Pty) Ltd can be used as representative of the detailed design for all four 

facilities; 

iii. Humansrus Solar PV 2 Energy Facility and Humansrus Solar PV 4 Energy Facility are the closest 

to the SKA receiver (SKA ID 1890), whereas Humansrus Solar PV 3 and Humansrus Solar PV 1 

Energy Facilities are the furthest away from the SKA receiver.  

 

Based on the information provided, the following was proposed by yourself: 

i. Suitable EMC consultants are appointed by yourself to conduct a detailed analysis of the detailed 

designs for Humansrus Solar PV Energy Facility 2; 

ii. The results of the analysis conducted in i. above would be used to conducted a desktop 

characterisation of the expected radio emissions from Humansrus Solar PV 3 Energy Facility, and 

interference studies on the SKA would be conducted using site specific information. Consideration 

shall be given to the cumulative impact of multiple facilities in the vicinity of this facility; 
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 S O U T H  A F R I C A  S Q U A R E  K I L O M E T R E  A R R A Y  

SKA South Africa Project Office 

iii. Depending on the results of the analysis conducted in ii. above, additional on-site measurements 

will be conducted, as required by SKA South Africa, for Humansrus Solar PV 2 Energy Facility in 

order to better inform, and reduce uncertainty, in the characterisation of expected radio emissions 

from Humansrus Solar PV 3 Energy Facility;  

iv. Results of the analysis conducted in i., ii. and iii.  above will be used by the project developers to 

quantify and mitigate risks for all four proposed Humansrus Solar PV Energy Facilities. 

 

SKA South Africa views the proposal as being suitable for the purposes of conducting a detailed impact 

assessment. Should relevant phases of the impact assessment indicate that a high level of risk still remains, 

SKA South Africa will continue to engage with the developers and relevant EMC Consultant. It remains the 

responsibility of the developer to ensure that all potential risk is mitigated entirely for the purposes of the 

Environmental Impact Assessment process.   

 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Adrian Tiplady 

Head: Strategy  

SKA South Africa 

Tel: 011 442 2434 

Fax: 011 442 2454 

atiplady@ska.ac.za 

 

mailto:atiplady@ska.ac.za


    

 
 S O U T H  A F R I C A  S Q U A R E  K I L O M E T R E  A R R A Y  

SKA South Africa Project Office 

 

 

Melissa Mackay 
Senior Consultant  

Cape Environmental Assessment Practitioners (Pty) Ltd 
P.O. Box 2070 

 George 
Western Cape 

6530 
 

E-mail: mel@cape-eaprac.co.za     

Date: 02 November 2015 

 

Dear Melissa, 

 

Re: Development of Humansrus 3 Solar PV Energy Facility in the Northern Cape Province.  

 

This letter is in response to your email request, to provide an assessment on the potential development of a 

photo -voltaic electricity generation facilities in the Northern Cape Province and the risk it may pose on the 

Square Kilometre Array Project.  

 

A high level risk assessment has been conducted at the South African SKA Project Office to determine the 

potential impact of such facilities on the Square Kilometre Array. This letter serves to confirm the outcomes of 

the risk assessment, and proposals for any future investigations associated with this facility. 

 

I. The location of the proposed facility has been provided in form of Google Earth Shapefile provided by  

Cape EAPrac,  

II. The nearest SKA station has been identified as SKA station ID 1890, at approximately 15km from the 

proposed installation;  

III. Based on distance to the nearest SKA station, and the information currently available on the detailed 

design of the PV installation, this facility poses a high risk of detrimental impact on the SKA; 

IV. As a result of the high risk associated with the PV facility, the SKA project office requires that further 

EMI and RFI detailed studies be conducted as significant mitigation measures would be required to 

lower the risk of detrimental impact to an acceptable level. Until these further studies can be undertaken, 

the SKA does not support the establishment of this facility, particularly considering the cumulative 

impact of multiple facilities at the proposed location;  

V. Any transmitters that are to be established, or have been established, at the site for the purposes of 

voice and data communication will be required to comply with the relevant AGA regulations concerning 

the restriction of use of the radio frequency spectrum that applies in the area concerned; The South 

African SKA Project Office would like to be kept informed of progress with this project, and reserves the 

right to further risk assessments at a later stage. 
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 S O U T H  A F R I C A  S Q U A R E  K I L O M E T R E  A R R A Y  

SKA South Africa Project Office 

 

This technical advice is provided by the South African SKA Project Office on the basis of the protection 

requirements of the SKA in South Africa, and does not constitute legal approval of the renewable energy projects 

in terms of the Astronomy Geographic Advantage Act, the Management Authority, and its regulations or 

declarations. 

 

 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Adrian Tiplady 

Head: Strategy  

SKA South Africa 

Tel: 011 442 2434 

Fax: 011 442 2454 

atiplady@ska.ac.za 

 

mailto:atiplady@ska.ac.za








Eskom requirements for work in or near Eskom servitudes. 
 

 
1. Eskom’s rights and services must be acknowledged and respected at all 

times. 
 

2. Eskom shall at all times retain unobstructed access to and egress from its 
servitudes. 
 

3. Eskom’s consent does not relieve the developer from obtaining the necessary 
statutory, land owner or municipal approvals. 
 

4. Any cost incurred by Eskom as a result of non-compliance to any relevant 
environmental legislation will be charged to the developer. 

 
5. If Eskom has to incur any expenditure in order to comply with statutory 

clearances or other regulations as a result of the developer’s activities or 
because of the presence of his equipment or installation within the servitude 
restriction area, the developer shall pay such costs to Eskom on demand. 
 

6. The use of explosives of any type within 500 metres of Eskom’s services shall 
only occur with Eskom’s previous written permission. If such permission is 
granted the developer must give at least fourteen working days prior notice of 
the commencement of blasting. This allows time for arrangements to be made 
for supervision and/or precautionary instructions to be issued in terms of the 
blasting process. It is advisable to make application separately in this regard. 
 

7. Changes in ground level may not infringe statutory ground to conductor 
clearances or statutory visibility clearances. After any changes in ground 
level, the surface shall be rehabilitated and stabilised so as to prevent 
erosion. The measures taken shall be to Eskom’s satisfaction. 
 

8. Eskom shall not be liable for the death of or injury to any person or for the loss 
of or damage to any property whether as a result of the encroachment or of 
the use of the servitude area by the developer, his/her agent, contractors, 
employees, successors in title, and assignees. The developer indemnifies 
Eskom against loss, claims or damages including claims pertaining to 
consequential damages by third parties and whether as a result of damage to 
or interruption of or interference with Eskom’s services or apparatus or 
otherwise. Eskom will not be held responsible for damage to the developer’s 
equipment. 
 

9. No mechanical equipment, including mechanical excavators or high lifting 
machinery, shall be used in the vicinity of Eskom’s apparatus and/or services, 
without prior written permission having been granted by Eskom.  If such 
permission is granted the developer must give at least seven working days’ 
notice prior to the commencement of work. This allows time for arrangements 
to be made for supervision and/or precautionary instructions to be issued by 
the relevant Eskom Manager  
 
Note: Where and electrical outage is required, at least fourteen work days are 
required to arrange it. 
 



10. Eskom’s rights and duties in the servitude shall be accepted as having prior 
right at all times and shall not be obstructed or interfered with.  
 

11. Under no circumstances shall rubble, earth or other material be dumped 
within the servitude restriction area. The developer shall maintain the area 
concerned to Eskom’s satisfaction. The developer shall be liable to Eskom for 
the cost of any remedial action which has to be carried out by Eskom. 
 

12. The clearances between Eskom’s live electrical equipment and the proposed 
construction work shall be observed as stipulated by Regulation 15 of the 
Electrical Machinery Regulations of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 
1993 (Act 85 of 1993). 
 

13. Equipment shall be regarded electrically live and therefore dangerous at all 
times. 
 

14. In spite of the restrictions stipulated by Regulation 15 of the Electrical 
Machinery Regulations of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act 
85 of 1993), as an additional safety precaution, Eskom will not approve the 
erection of houses, or structures occupied or frequented by human beings, 
under the power lines or within the servitude restriction area. 
 

15. Eskom may stipulate any additional requirements to highlight any possible 
exposure to Customers or Public to coming into contact or be exposed to any 
dangers of Eskom plant. 
 

16. It is required of the developer to familiarise himself with all safety hazards 
related to Electrical plant. 
 

17. Any third party servitudes encroaching on Eskom servitudes shall be 
registered against Eskom’s title deed at the developer’s own cost.  If such a 
servitude is brought into being, its existence should be endorsed on the 
Eskom servitude deed concerned, while the third party’s servitude deed must 
also include the rights of the affected Eskom servitude. 
 

 
 
John Geeringh (Pr Sci Nat) 
 
Senior Consultant Environmental Management 
Eskom GC: Land Development 





















 

Cape Environmental Assessment Practitioners (Pty) Ltd 

Reg. No. 2008/004627/07 

VAT No 4720248386 

Telephone: (044) 874 0365  17 Progress Street, George 

Facsimile: (044) 874 0432 PO Box 2070, George 6530 

Web: www.cape-eaprac.co.za 

 

 

D.J. Jeffery  Directors L. van Zyl 

19 November 2015 

Ref: SIY402/02 

DEA Ref: To be confirmed 

Attention: Stakeholder 

VIA: Email, Fax and Post 

RE: REQUEST FOR REGISTRATION AND AVAILABILITY OF PRE APPLICATION 

SCOPING REPORT FOR THE HUMANSRUS 3 SOLAR DEVELOPMENT ON PORTION 

OF FARM 147 HUMANSRUS, PRIESKA 

Cape Environmental Assessment Practitioners (Pty) Ltd. (Cape EAPrac) has been 

appointed by the Applicant, Humansrus Solar 3 (Pty) Ltd., as independent environmental 

assessment practitioner (EAP), to facilitate the Scoping & Environmental Impact Reporting 

(S&EIR) process required in terms of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA, 

Act 107 of 1998) and 2014 Regulations for the proposed Humansrus 3 PV Solar 

Development, near Prieska in the Northern Cape. 

The Applicant intends to develop a 75MW (megawatt) Photovoltaic (PV) solar power 

development, with a footprint of approximately 220ha, on Farm 147 Humansrus, located 

approximately 10km south of the town of Copperton and 50kms west of Prieska.  The 

electricity to be generated by the solar photovoltaic panels will be fed into the national grid 

via the existing Kronos Substation.  Associated infrastructure will thus include a 132kV 

transmission line (within an existing Eskom servitude), as well as an on-site substation, 

auxiliary buildings, access and internal roads, perimeter fencing etc. 

The procedures for S&EIR process in terms of the 2014 Regulations (R983, R984 & R985) 

are being followed for this project.  

This notification forms part of the Pre Application phase of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) process.  A formal Application for Environmental Authorisation will be 

submitted to the national Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) once the initial review 

period has been completed. 

As a potential Stakeholder / Neighbour / Organ of State / State Department, you are 

hereby requested to confirm your registration as an Interested & Affected party (I&AP).  

Furthermore you are hereby notified that the Pre Application Scoping Report (SR) is 

available for review and comment for a period of 21 days extending from Friday 20 

November to Thursday 10 December 2015.   

Hard copies of the Pre Application Scoping Report have been placed at the following venues 

for review: 

 Prieska Library (located on Stewart Street, Prieska) 

 Siyathemba Municipality offices (located on Victoria Street, Prieska) 
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Please do not remove these copies from the above venues. 

A digital copy of the Pre Application Scoping Report will also be available on the Cape 

EAPrac website at www.cape-eaprac.co.za.  Authorities have been provided with digital 

copies on CD.  Additional CDs are available on request. 

Please submit your full contact details and any comments you may have to Cape EAPrac 

(contact details below) on or before 10 December 2015: 

 

 

 

 

Upon closing of the 21-day comment period, comments received will be considered and 

feedback provided, after which the comments and responses will be included in the formal 

Scoping Report (SR).  The review period of the formal SR will be provided to all registered 

I&APs.    Please note that only registered stakeholders will be kept informed throughout the 

remainder of the environmental process. 

If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact this office directly. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Mackay 

Cape EAPrac 

Cape EAPrac 

ATTN:  Ms Melissa Mackay 

P.O. Box 2070, George, 6530 Tel: 044 874 0365  Fax: 044 874 0432 

E-mail: mel@cape-eaprac.co.za 

Registration, Review & Comment Period: 

Friday 20 November to Thursday 10 December 2015. 

http://www.cape-eaprac.co.za/






Heermee word kennis gegee van ‘n Openbaredeelnameproses in terme van die Wet op 
Nasionale Omgewingsbestuur (Nr 107 van 1998) en die Wet op Nasionale Erfenishulbronne 

(Nr 25 van 1999).

‘

Om as 'n Belanghebbende en Geaffekteerde Party (B&GP) te registreer, word individue versoek om 
op hierdie kennisgewing te reageer, deur hul volledige kontakbesonderhede en enige kommentaar 
aan Cape EAPrac skriftelik te stuur (na onderstaande adres) voor 10 Desember 2015. 
Aanlynregistrasievorms en dokumente is beskikbaar op die Cape EAPrac webtuiste:  www.cape-
eaprac.co.za
Korrespondensie rakend die res van die omgewingproses sal slegs aan geregistreerde B&GP 
versprei word.

Cape EAPrac (Vir aandag: Mej. Melissa Mackay)
Posbus 2070 George 6530

Telefoon: 044 874 0365   Faks: 044 874 0432
Epos:  mel@cape-eaprac.co.za

‘n 21-DAE REGISTRASIE EN KOMMENTAAR PERIODE WORD TOEGELAAT, 
REGISTRASIE VERSOEKE EN KOMMENTAAR MOET SKRIFTELIK INGEDIEN WORD 

VOOR OF OP DINSDAG, 10 DESEMBER 2015.

‘n Omvangsbepaling & Omgewingsinvloedbepalingsproses (O&OIB)  is by die nasionale 
Departement van Omgewingsake (DO) as die besluitnemende owerheid geïnisieer.

Cape EAPrac
OPENBARE DEELNAMEPROSES

Registrasie van Belanghebbende & Geaffekteerde Partye 
Humansrus 3 & 4 PV   suid-wes van PrieskaSonkrag Ontwikkeling

Projek: Humansrus 3 Sonkrag Ontwikkeling Humansrus 4 Sonkrag Ontwikkeling

DO Verwysing:. Om te bevestig Om te bevestig

Aansoeker: Humansrus 3 Solar (Pty) Ltd Humansrus 4 Solar (Pty) Ltd

Ligging: Geddelte van Plaas 147 Humansrus,  langs op die R357, suid-wes van Prieska in die Noordkaap.geleë

Voorstel: Ontwikkeling van 'n 75MW (megawatt) Fotovoltaise 
(PV) Aanleg, met verwante infrastruktuur: op-terrein 
substasie, geboue, toegang en interne paaie, 
oorhoofse elektriese kraglyn na  die  Kronos 
Eskom-substasies, omheining ens.

Ontwikkeling van 'n 75MW (megawatt) Fotovoltaise 
(PV) Aanleg, met verwante infrastruktuur: op-terrein 
substasie, geboue, toegang en interne paaie, 
oorhoofse elektriese kraglyn na  die  Kronos 
Eskom-substasies, omheining ens.

Kwytskelding / 
Afwyking:

Geen

B e s k i k b a r e  
dokumente:

 Konsep Omvangsbeplaingsverslag SIY402/01 Konsep Omvangsbeplaingsverslag SIY407/01

Gelyste 
Aktiwieteite 

GN R983: 
GN R984: 1 & 15
GN R985: 18(a)(ii) & (iii)

12(x)&(xi) & 19(i) GN R983: 12(x)&(xi) & 19(i)
GN R984: 1 & 15
GN R985: 18(a)(ii) & (iii)

Advertensie: Noordwester Vrydag 20 November 2015 





 

Cape Environmental Assessment Practitioners (Pty) Ltd 

Reg. No. 2008/004627/07 

Telephone: (044) 874 0365  17 Progress Street, George 

Facsimile: (044) 874 0432   PO Box 2070, George, 6530 

Web: www.cape-eaprac.co.za 

 

 

D.J. Jeffery  Directors L. van Zyl 

19 November 2015 
Ref: SIY402/03 

Dear Dalene 
Prieska Main Library 

Via: Courier 
 

RE: PUBLIC DOCUMENT for PUBLIC REVIEW for 21-days 

 

Please could you make this document, Pre Application Scoping Report, Humansrus Solar PV 

Facility 3, available for public review for a period of 21 days extending from Friday 20 November 

to Tuesday 10 December 2015. 

Please could you ensure that this document is NOT REMOVED from the Library during this 

time period. 

 

Another hard copy of this report has been placed at: 

 Siyathemba Municipality Offices (located on Victoria Street, Prieska) 

 

Please inform members of the public that a digital copy of the Pre Application Scoping Report will 

also be available on the Cape EAPrac website at: 

www.cape-eaprac.co.za  

If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact this office directly. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Mackay 

For Cape EAPrac 

 

Review Period: 

Friday 20 November to Tuesday 10 December 2015. 

http://www.cape-eaprac.co.za/


 

Cape Environmental Assessment Practitioners (Pty) Ltd 

Reg. No. 2008/004627/07 

Telephone: (044) 874 0365  17 Progress Street, George 

Facsimile: (044) 874 0432   PO Box 2070, George, 6530 

Web: www.cape-eaprac.co.za 

 

 

D.J. Jeffery  Directors L. van Zyl 

19 November 2015 
Ref: SIY402/04 

Dear Reception / Registry 

Siyathemba Local Municipality 

Via: Courier 

 

RE: PUBLIC DOCUMENT for PUBLIC REVIEW for 21-days 

 

Please could you make this document, Pre Application Scoping Report, Humansrus Solar PV 

Facility 3, available for public review for a period of 21 days extending from Friday 20 November 

to Tuesday 10 December 2015. 

 

Please could you ensure that this document is NOT REMOVED from the Municipal Offices 

during this time period. 

 

Another hard copy of this report has been placed at: 

 Prieska Library (located on Stewart Street, Prieska) 

 

Please inform members of the public that a digital copy of the Draft Scoping Report will also be 

available on the Cape EAPrac website at: 

www.cape-eaprac.co.za    

If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact this office directly. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Mackay 

For Cape EAPrac 

 

Review Period: 

Friday 20 November to Tuesday 10 December 2015. 

http://www.cape-eaprac.co.za/










Appendix C:  Site Photographs 

Ref: SIY402 Humansrus 3 Solar Facility 

A B 

C 

D 

Photo A: Site notice adjacent to 
the R357 showing northern 
area of property. 
Photo B: Site notice details. 

Photo C: Site notice 
adjacent to the R357 
showing southern area 
of property. 
Photo D:  Site notice 
details. 
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