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Cultural Artefacts found

Will be discussed in detail in Mr Pelser’s report
Excavation Methods and Methods used in Faunal Analysis

A mesh size of 3 -1 mm was used at the excavations.

The faunal material was sorted into identifiable and not identifiable fragments; the identifiable analysis was done with the help of the Transvaal Museums’ Archaeozoology Department’s collection.  The analysis was done at international standards as promoted by ICAZ (International Council of Archaeozoology)

Age class determination where applicable was done according to Voigt (1983) and Plug (1988).  The quantification methods MNI, NISP and QSP used were done in accordance to the methods set out by Plug, I (1988).

Complete bones and worked bones were measured using a calliper with an accuracy of 0.1mm as part of the standard archaeological analytical methodology. These measurements are not included here but are kept on file.  The measurements were taken using the standard points of measurements described by Von den Driesch (1976) and Peters (1986)

Weathering was estimated by comparison to the rest of the sample analysed.

Faunal Sample

· Unidentifiable

NA
· Identifiable

NA
· Age classes identified

NA
· Taphonomy 

NA
· Worked bone

During preliminary sorting 1 piece of raw ivory and two worked pieces of ivory were identified in Excavation 3.  As Hippopotamus was identified on the terrain and because of the size and curve of the un-worked piece it is reasonable to deduce that the ivory discovered originated from Hippopotamus and not from Elephants.
· Sex 

NA

· Pathology
NA
Discussions and Conclusions

Please note that as this is a preliminary report the species named as well as the conclusions drawn are tentative and could possibly change when the material is analysed in detail. 

All the species identified occur or did occur in the region.  

Excavation 1 

Yielded very little and no conclusions could be drawn due to the small sample size.

Excavation 2

Yielded the most material and a variety of species were identified.  Most of the species are wild animals and would have been hunted.  The species identified were: Equus burchelli (Zebra), Hippopotamus amphibious (Hippopotamus), cf Connochaetes taurinus (Blue wildebeest), Sylvicapra grimmia (Grey duiker), Aeypeceros melampus (impala), Tragelaphus stesieros (Kudu) and Taurotragus Oryx (Eland).  The domestic species identified were Bos taurus (Cattle) and Ovis aries (Sheep).
Virtually no micro mammals such as mice and rodents were identified and the use of 1 mm mesh sieve screens should have been suitable to capture most of their remains. Reasons for the absence of these small animals may relate to excavation procedures, sorting and sampling procedures and other unknown factors.  The same holds true for material from smaller mammals such as hares, rabbits, dassies and mongoose which are also absent from the sample.
According to Mr Pelser a large amount of shell beads were retrieved from this excavation, but very few pieces of shell were found in the material sent for analysis. The species identified were Achatina sp (large land snail) and also bi-valves (freshwater mussels).

Hunting played a very important part in the subsistence economy of this site and contributed far more than the domestic animals kept.  This could be due to preference or the abundance of wild animals that made reliance on domestic animals for meat unnecessary.  The material submitted included large fragments and many complete bones, but very few teeth.  Reasons for the absence could include the choice of excavation area, as well as possible cultural significance. At this stage the possibility that this was a hunting and/or a processing site can not be ruled out. When the detailed analysis is completed a more accurate picture might be gained. 
Excavation 3

The material identified were mainly from domestic animals Bos taurus (cattle) and Ovis aries (sheep) A large amount of shell material, both worked and not worked, were identified from this excavation. As with Excavation 2 the species identified were Achatina sp (large land snail) and bi-valves (freshwater mussels).

The material submitted from this excavation were very fragmented and few teeth were once again present.  

As both Excavations 2 and 3 were located on the same terrain the differences in fragmentation of the material and the species identified might prove significant and further investigation to find an explanation should be undertaken.

Excavation 4

Yielded very little and no conclusions could be drawn due to the small sample size.
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