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Appendix F.1:  I&AP Database 
 

A list of all Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) who received notice of the release of the EIA 
Report for this project. 
 

  Title 

In
it

ia
ls

 

Surname 

Authorities: National   

Department  of Environmental Affairs Ms M Mogorosi 

Department  of Environmental Affairs Mr H Alberts 

Department of Energy Mr S Ntanzi 

Department of Environmental Affairs: Branch Oceans 
and Coasts 

Mr M Tshikotshi 

Department of Environmental Affairs: Branch Oceans 
and Coasts 

Ms N Baijnath-Pillay 

Department of Mineral Resources Ms A Eagar 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Ms M Marubini 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
Section Land Use and Soil Management 

Ms A Collet 

Department of Water and Sanitation   Central Point 

National Roads Agency (NRA) Ms J Marx 

Authorities: Provincial   

KZN Department of Economic Development, Tourism 
and Environmental Affairs: eThekwini Region 

Ms Y Govender 

KZN Department of Economic Development, Tourism 
and Environmental Affairs: eThekwini Region 

Ms N Brijlal 

KZN Department of Agriculture& Rural Development Dr S F Mkhize   

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Forestry 
Regulations and Support 

Mr K M Baleni 

KZN Department of Economic Development, Tourism 
and Environmental Affairs: Coastal Management and 
Biodiversity 

Mr O Parak 

KZN Department of Economic Development, Tourism 
and Environmental Affairs 

Ms L Beires 

Department of Water and Sanitation: KwaZulu-Natal Ms A Masefield 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
Forestry Regulations and Support KZN 

Mr J Maivha 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
Forestry Regulations and Support KZN 

Ms N Sontangane 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
Forestry Regulations and Support KZN 

Ms K Moodley 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
KwaZulu-Natal 

Ms T Dlungwana 

Department of Public Works: KwaZulu-Natal Mr N Vilakazi 

Department of Land Affairs: KwaZulu-Natal Ms T Mabaso 

Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional 
Affairs: Development Planning 

Mr 
 
M 

Zungu 
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  Title 

In
it

ia
ls

 

Surname 

KZN Department of Transport Mr R Ryan 

KZN Department of Transport Mrs J Reddy 

KZN Department of Transport Mrs M Schmid 

KZN Department of Mineral Resources Ms N Khanyile 

Authorities: Local (Note: eThekwini Municipality is a 
Metropolitan Municipality and as such constitutes both 
the Local and District Municipality 

  

eThekwini Municipality: eThekwini Transport Authority Mr L Moodley 

eThekwini Municipality: Municipal Manager Mr S Sithole 

eThekwini Municipality: Ward Councillor  Cllr A Beetge 

eThekwini Municipality: Ward Councillor  Cllr T Magubane 

eThekwini Municipality: Ward Councillor  Cllr P Davis 

eThekwini Municipality: Environmental Planning & 
Climate Protection Department 

Dr D Roberts 

eThekwini Municipality: Engineering Department  Mr A Peters 

eThekwini Municipality: Water & Sanitation  Mr E Msweli 

eThekwini Municipality Mr K Samie 

eThekwini Municipality: EIA Hub Ms D van Rensburg 

Other Key Stakeholders 

ESKOM Mr J Geeringh 

ESKOM Ms M Nicol 

ESKOM: Land Development Manager Mr N Purdon 

ESKOM Mr R Moore 

South African Heritage Resources Agency  Ms T Van Niekerk 

Amafa aKwaZulu-Natali  Ms W Tshabalala 

Amafa aKwaZulu-Natali  Ms B Pawandiwa 

South African National Roads Agency Ltd: Eastern 
Region 

Mr C Landman 

Ezemvelo KwaZulu-Natal Wildlife Ms N Pillay 

Ezemvelo KwaZulu-Natal Wildlife Ms D Thambu 

Ingonyama Trust Mr C Aitken 

Ingonyama Trust Mr P Manipersadh 

PRASA Mr P Motsoaledi 

PRASA Mr S Bophela 

SA Cane Growers Association Mr A Gabriel 

WESSA Ms B McKelvey 

WESSA Ms J Duvenage 

WESSA Mr C Galliers 

South African Navy Mr E Dwyer 

Endangered Wildlife Trust Ms Y Friedmann 

Biota Southern Africa Ms G Kriel 

South African National Parks Mr P Daphne 

Transnet National Ports Authority Ms S Mazibuko 

Transnet Mr R Murray 
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  Title 

In
it

ia
ls

 

Surname 

Transnet Properties Mr J van Heerden 

South Durban Community Environment Alliance (SDCEA) Mr D D’Sa 

Independent Newspapers – The Mercury Mr T Carnie 

Earthlife Africa Mr B Ashe 

Durban Chamber of Commerce and Industry Mr A Botha 

Coastwatch KZN Ms C Schwegman 

Coastwatch KZN Ms D Jones 

Independent Reporter Mr B Bosworth 

Mother of Peace Communities – Illovo  Ms I Canham 

Illovo Sugar (South Africa) Limited Ms C Woollaston 

Illovo Sugar (South Africa) Limited Mr D Sutherland 

Illovo Sugar (South Africa) Limited Mr V Luthuli 

Amanzimtoti Conservation    

Wildcon  C Pearson 

AlphaKat Mr G Oliver 

Private Ms N Choveaux 

Private Mr A Thomas 

Private Mr A Childs 

Compressed Air Driers & Filters cc Mr P Girdharie 

Tekeweni Civils cc Mr N Singh 

Vision Data Services cc Mr G Oliver 

ZAI Consultants cc Mr A Johnston 

Private Ms K Le Roux 

Operation Jump Start Mr B Khumalo 

Mother Of Peace Mr G Gradwell 

Private Mr A Pyke 

Private Mr H Molotsi 

Private Mr G Van Sluys 

Private/Illovo Business park Mr S Henderson 

Project Proponent 

Umgeni Water Ms P Ndlovu 

Umgeni Water Mr K Meier 

Affected Landowners 

Desalination Plant Erf No.     

Landowner 1/ Lot 15 No.7773  
Department of Public 
Works 

Landowner 
Nogi No. 17469 

 
Illovo Sugar South 
Africa LTD 2/ Lot 15 No.7773 

Pump Stations Erf No.   

Landowner 
1/206 of Kingsburgh 
No.0163 

 eThekwini Municipality 

Landowner 
Rem/206 of 
Kingsburgh No.0163 

 
Southern Umlazi SR CC 
(eThekwini 
Municipality) 
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  Title 

In
it

ia
ls

 

Surname 

Pipelines Erf No.   

Landowner 

Rem/932 of 
Kingsburgh No.0163 

 
Illovo Sugar South 
Africa LTD 

Rem/Togo No. 9374 

Rem/Lot 23 No. 3253 

Rem/Illovo No. 
16946 

Landowner 

1/194 of Kingsburgh 
No.0163 

 eThekwini Municipality 
Rem/372 of 
Kingsburgh No.0163 

Landowner 
 

1/62 of Winklespruit 
No.0385 

 SANRAL 

2/930 of Kingsburgh 
No.0163 

4/930 of Kingsburgh 
No.0163 

3/932 of Kingsburgh 
No.0163 

Landowner 
915 of Kingsburgh 
No.0163 

 
South African Rail 
Commuter Corp. LTD 

Landowner 

Rem/190 of 
Kingsburgh No.0163 

 

Transnet LTD 

916 of Kingsburgh 
No.0163 

 

3/2906 of 
Kingsburgh No.0163 

 

4/2906 of 
Kingsburgh No.0163 

 

Surrounding Landowners 

Landowner 918 J.A.H. Brits 

Landowner Rem/196  C Stapelberg 

Landowner Rem/192 M.W. Techet 

Landowner 1/190 G.K. Govender 

Landowner 
135/Lower Illovo 
No.17126 

V Ramadu 

Landowner 
134/Lower Illovo 
No.17126 

M Xania 

Landowner 
136/Lower Illovo 
No.17126 

M.V. Marrie 

Landowner 
139/Lower Illovo 
No.17126 

A.C. Thomas 

Landowner 
140/Lower Illovo 
No.17126 

A.C. Thomas 
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Appendix F.2:  Correspondence to I&APs (Final Scoping Report) 
 

Letter 3 to I&APs (English) 
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Letter 3 to I&APs (isiZulu) 
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Proof of Correspondence with I&APs - Registered Mail Receipts 
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Email to I&APs (Release of FSR)  
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Appendix F.3:  Correspondence from I&APs Prior to Release of Draft EIA Report 
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From:  Michele Schmid <michele.schmid@Kzntransport.gov.za> 

To: "kmoodley1@csir.co.za" <kmoodley1@csir.co.za>, "awalsdorff@csir.co.za" <awalsdorff@csir.co.za> 

Date:  16/09/2015 15:32 
Subject:  P398-2_EIA_SEA WATER REVERSE OSMOSIS_Final Scoping_resp 

Attachments: 20yrheader_5b184a83-8180-4772-a89d-733e69b66102.jpg; P398-2_EIA_SEA WATER REVERSE 

OSMOSIS_resp_2.pdf; P398-2_EIA_SEA WATER REVERSEOSMOSIS_resp.pdf 
 

Good day, 

With reference to your letter dated 19 May 2015. Please be advised this Department has no further comments to add. Our previous 
comments still stand, please would you find attached for ease of reference. 

Thanking you. 

"The LORD be with you!"  "The LORD bless you!" [Description: Description: cid:image013.gif@01CD2EA6.31BCAD70] 
 

Michéle Schmid | Engineering Services: Road Control 

KZN Department of Transport 
Street Address:  224 Prince Alfred St, Pietermaritzburg, 3201 

Postal Address:  Private Bag X9043, Pietermaritzburg, 3200 

Office: 033 355 0581  Fax: 033 342 3962  Cell: 082 902 0120 
e-mail: michele.schmid@kzntransport.gov.za<mailto:michele.schmid@kzntransport.gov.za> 

Web Pages:  http://www.kzntransport.gov.za; http://www.kzntransportgis.co.za/transport 

 
KZN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 
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Appendix F.4:  Correspondence from I&APs Prior to Release of Draft EIA Report 
 

Letter 4 to I&APs  
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Proof of Correspondence with I&APs - Registered Mail and normal post Receipts 
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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for Proposed Sea Water Reverse Osmosis Plant and 
Associated Infrastructure at Lovu - Draft EIA Report 

 
PUBLIC MEETING 

 
17 November 2016 

Amazimtoti Civic Centre 
Meeting Notes 

 
List of attendees 
 
Annick Walsdorff (CSIR) - AW 
Rohaida Abed (CSIR) - RA 
Mendy Shozi (CSIR) -MS 
Kevin Meier (Umgeni) - KM 
Phumi Ndlovu (Umgeni) - PN 
 

 

 
 
 
PART I: Welcome and Introductions 
 
Welcome and attendee introductions 
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PART II: Presentations 

Project introduction and Welcome & Introductions by Annick Walsdorff (CSIR) 
 
Presentation titled “EIA for the proposed sea water RO plant and associated infrastructure at Lovu – 

Public Meeting” by Annick Walsdorff (CSIR) 

Presentation titled “Umgeni Water – Need and Desirability” by Kevin Meier (Umgeni Water) 

 
Presentation titled “Project Description” by Kevin Meier (Umgeni Water) 
 
PART III: Questions and issues 

Q1: Toti Conservancy (Angus Pyke) 
Amanzimtoti conservancy is terribly disappointed at the turn-out. We would like CSIR to acknowledge 
that. If we had not seen a man with a drilling rig on the beach, we would have not heard of the project. 
We don’t know anything about RO and desalination plant. We understand that the plant will be 
situated on a farm. Nowhere in newspaper, did you explain what are the impacts associated with 
waste material etc. from this process on beach – that would potentially affect us. Maybe there would 
be more people here should we understand more about the process.  
Why was desalination not described in the local newspaper (1/2 page article about desalination)? It 
appears to me that you have done everything that you are legally responsible to do, and that’s fine 
but, morally the community should be more informed.  
11 people turning up for the meeting - Something is missing somewhere.  Nobody reads the Mercury. 
South Coast Sun, the Fever should be targeted. You need to identify that issue at the beginning of the 
process/briefing to your customer – do not blame community lack of interest as we never heard of it 
before and have not been exposed to it. Why haven’t we had an editorial in the newspaper? 
 
Was the Toti Conservancy on the original I&AP list or the Army of Saints who clean the rivers? 
May I extend an invitation on behalf of the conservancy to come and do a presentation at one of our 
meeting? 
 
AW: We have not tried to avoid inclusion of I&APs. CSIR has drafted a list of I&APs that we are aware 
of, Site notices have been put up, letters and IA&Ps registration forms have been sent to all I&APs on 
the original list we had, the release of the draft EIA report and the PPP was advertised.  
KM: Similar advertising as for the project on the North Coast – about 100 people attended the 1

st
 

meeting due to the location of the proposed project. For Lovu, the proposed project will be located on 
a farm, further away from the public. Unless people are directly affected, most will not come to such 
meeting. At Tongaat, we re-advertised, sent out flyers etc. and no more people at the next meeting. If 
people are pro the project, they will most probably not attend. If they have concerns, they will attend. 
 
Umgeni and CSIR are more than happy to come to Toti Conservancy to present the project and 
undertake a focus group meeting – as long as it is in within the 40 day comment period which closes 
on 14 December 2015.  
 
Angus Pyke: This is not suitable and too short of a notice. It’s less than 30 days. You are not hearing 
the community. With less than 30 days to go, we have not been given a real opportunity to 
understand the process and what is going on.  
 
AW: You comment and concern is noted. If we can start with the presentation, this will give you a 
better idea of what the proposed project and process are about.  

 
Q2: Bongani Khumalo 
1) How much seawater to produce for 1 litre of drinking water? 
AW: The amount of drinking water is about 45-50% from the intake (sea water). So it takes about 2 l 
of seawater to produce 1 l of drinking water. 
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2) How much does it cost? 
KM: Depends if we get grant funding from the government. Anywhere between R6 – R14 / Kl but that 
is not what will be charged to the customers. At the moment, we charge R5 per kL to the municipality 
but we sell 1 200 ML a day. This is a 150 ML plant. We distribute our costs amongst those 1 200 ML. 
If we built a desalination plant, tariff will go up a couple cents per kL for each user in UW’s area.  
 
3) We are affected by your 1

st
 option? There is a home for children. Once the plant is there, what kind 

of risks will be there to the children and people which are there? 
AW – We will address that as part of the specialist studies. 
 
Q3: Angus Pike 
Is it an overhead line?  
AW: Yes 
 
Q4: Angus Pike - Can you please give us proof of focus group meetings. You have not advertised in 
local newspaper. Mercury is not a local news. Examples of local newspaper are the South Coast Sun 
and South Coast Fever.  If it was in Isolezwe – was it in Zulu?  
Everyone does not read newspapers, you need to go to school and announce the project at the local 
radio stations so that people can come. The timing of the public meeting is not good – too late and not 
many people can attend as they need to catch transport to go home. 
 
Kendyl Le Roux – the EIA Regulations don’t require them to do so. 
I grew up in the area and had not heard about the project. And I look at the Mercury. I heard a rumour 
that there was an EIA undertaken, from Coastwatch. I know it’s difficult to get people to come to 
meetings. 
AW – As part of the public participation process, we do advertise the release of the DEIAR and the 
FEIAR. From the start of the project, we have advertised in English and in Zulu, and all letters sent to 
I&APs have been sent in both languages too. For the public meeting, we also have a Zulu speaking 
colleague with us (Mendy Shozi). 
 
Q5: Angus Pike – do you expect people to read all 1000 pages of a report on a website? 
AW: A hard copy of the report is available at the public library for people who do not have access to 
internet. There are also the summary and conclusion chapters as well as public meetings. 
 
Q6: Bongani Khumalo – Reading the report is not easy for everyone. There are also local registration 
where you can also put the same advert from the newspaper. Also the time – at 7pm many people 
have to go home and cannot get transport to come to the meeting. Maybe it is a problem with the day. 
Maybe weekends might be better. People that come from Illovo cannot make it 
AW: We have previously been criticised because the meetings were held too early and people were 
working.  
KM – if we are talking specific people that couldn’t make the meeting, then we need to consider it. But 
if we just talk hypothetically (that people can’t make it because too late or not on a WE), then I don’t 
agree. If we have another meeting and there are no more people attending, it doesn’t help more. We 
are following a process and not trying to exclude people, also have time & budget constraints. 
We did tell the councillors of the area to make it public to their constituents.  
 
Q7: Angus Pike – we live in Warner Beach and use Lovu river for aesthetics. We have concerns re. 
bank that exist at the lower river mouth that is a breeding ground for major fish population that is 
threatened.  
AW – This impact has been studied in the report as part of the estuary specialist study and I will 
present it just now. With the proposed mitigation, it hasn’t come out as a high impact. 
 
Q8: Kendyl Le Roux – What is an entrainment study?  
Angus Pyke - Can people get sucked in? 
KM – An entrainment study – set up an intake structure at a certain velocity. What effect this intake 
would have on the species around. There will be a big chamber with slats. Fish cannot get into the 
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structures. Intake velocity is extremely low – about 0.15 m/s at can be taken into the pipe during 
suction of seawater. The suction velocity is very low and will not impact people or marine ecology. 
Showed a video. 
 
Q9: Angus Pyke – Do those protocols take into account birdlife in that area? I am concerned about 
bird life in area (blast) – oystercatchers, flocks to 18 on beach – that’s a first. Immediately in front of 
the boardwalk which is the complex situated on the beach in that area, we had flocks of up to 18 
oystercatchers. Cetrainly a few blasting would not be acceptable. 
AW: It does into consideration birdlife at sea. There should be no blasting on the beach. The 
pipelines will be put in trenches. 
 
Q10: Angus and Maureen Pyke - where will all the construction vehicles go to the beach? Where is 
the access to the beach. Where about is the pump station? In the old caravan park? Near the 
Caravan Park? Where is the boardwalk located compared to the pump station?  
I was talking to the man who was drilling on the beach and he was talking to me about what was 
under the beach.  
KM/AW: The access to the beach will be controlled – road to the site. Single access to the beach. 
Pump station would be between the boardwalk and in the estuary. Report makes mention of the 
sensitivity of the beach and recommends mitigation. The pipeline will be north of boardwalk and 
through the caravan park – between the beach and the road (in the old caravan park) 
One of the sensitive area on the shore is the sand dunes. These have been assessed as part of the 
EIA. Have being considering to pipejack under the dunes. 
 
Q11: Angus Pyke - Are you aware that the council did spend money (millions) on stabilizing the area? 
KM: The proposed desalination plant will deliver 150 Ml/day (150 000 homes on the north coast) cost 
about 4.2 billion rand – capex. If stabilising the dunes cost 6 Millions, it is low relative to 4.2 billion 
capex for the project. So we will make sure that we put the money where it is necessary 
 
Q12: Maureen Pyke - all to give water to people in Toti? 
KM: 50% to Lovu as far as it can go down to the south coast and 50% north into Ethekwini 
 
Q13: Angus Pyke – what alternative sites were selected? 
KM presented the Need and Desirability presentation to show how this location was chosen. 
 
Q14: Kendyl Le Roux – So the breakwater is not a permanent structure  
KM: No – temporary during construction 
 
Q14: Maureen Pyke (Toti Consevancy) - is the plankton affected? I have no idea – I know we have a 
lof of whales 
It will not affect whales (George & Kendal) 
KM: 300 ML per day of water from which plankton will be removed.  
 
Q15: Kendyl Le Roux – I am worried about the benthic environment; has it been sampled? Plus 
what’s coming out of the pipelines,  
 
Q16: Angus Pyke – How big is the pump station? It is a relatively big area. What will we see when we 
drive pass the beach with overseas guests? I understand the plant will be big. It will quite offensive to 
people that live in Illovo village 
AW – The pump station will be about 1 hectare. The visual specialist study has made further 
mitigation recommendations.  
KM - Most will be underground. You will see a structure above ground that will look like a large brick 
wall.  
 
Q17: Angus Pyke – Is the layout of the plant across the existing main road? 
KM – no, it’s a cane road. The main road is to the left. 
 
George Oliver and Angus Pyke – we would like a copy of the presentation 
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AW: Yes we will send you a copy of the presentations. 
 
Q18: Bongani Khumalo – what would the noise levels be? 
Gavin O’Radwell – noise is zero where we live on property on beach, so we will know. 
AW: A noise study has been undertaken as part of the EIA and the outcome of the study showed 
that, with the implementation of appropriate mitigation measures, noise is not anticipated to be an 
issue. Some measures of existing noise were taken by the specialist and used when comparing 
predicted noise during construction to existing noise levels. It will be depending on where they took 
noise measures – sea is noise. The proposed plant would be located in a sound proof building. 
 
Q19: George Oliver – Is Umgeni going into partnership with someone else? 
KM: It will be a business operating models. Most likely formalise an alliance with a company that has 
constructed such plant to learn from them. Work with them for 5 to 7 years to learn (operate with 
them) and then take over. 
 
Q20: Maureen Pyke – is it the 1

st
 one in SA?  

KM – This would be the 1
st
 large one in SA. There is one smaller plant 15 ML/d in Mossel Bay. Many 

large desalination plants worldwide, in California (in a relatively build-up area), Australia, Spain etc. 
It’s not a new concept. 
 
Q21: Angus Pyke - when (if) is it likely to go? 
KM – Planned to be running within 5 years from approval, if approved. The demand of the south coast 
is growing at a rate that the current infrastructure will run out in the next 5 years. So there will be 
water restrictions in 5 years time unless this project or an alternative project on the Umkomaas is built. 
The lower Umkomaas project is an off channel storage dam with a water treatment plant. 
 
Q22: Hlalele Molotsi – Will you have scholarships? 
Will you need high skills and technical expertise? Will there be bursaries or training for locals? Lots of 
imports? What will be done for socio-economic aspects? 
KM – During the construction, you end up with more than 100 people on site working. Some 
construction methods require very skilled people and we can’t get those people on the market. Other 
people are needed for construction, that we can get from the community. Umgeni will need high skills 
and technical expertise from overseas to construct the plant that we can use. As for all UW projects, 
all employees will be trained and developed during construction. Once the plant is running, there will 
be minimal employees needed on site to manage the entire site (only about 30 people) - 15 local, 15 
people managed by an overseas company. Those people would be trained over the years to make 
sure they can run the plant alone after a while. 
 
Q23: Hlalele Molotsi– Will there be time for shut-down and maintenance? What are the risks? Failure 
of membranes are a risk? 
KM – There are 74 risks that have been identified for this project. The risk is not really to shut down 
the plant as the plant can run on other membranes. The proposed plant will supply 150 ML/day but 
will have capacity for 180 ML/day, so some membranes can be offline while maintained. 
 
Q24: Donald Sutherland – how will you dispose scaling from membranes? 
KM – The amount of scalant is very little and would go in the larger tank and discharge to sea. Soap 
to clean the membrane is like baby toothpaste. Not anticipated to be an issue. 
 
Q25: Ken Lombard – Sand mining has been gone for a year – we closed it down & rehabilitated the 
area.  
 
Q26: Kendyl Le Roux – when pipeline crosses river to the plant, will it be tunnelled or will it be 
bridged? 
AW – It will be a bridge. 
 
Q27:  Angus Pyke – That’s conflicting situation re the proposed mitigation to undertake construction 
activities during the dry season. It is during the dry season that the water is north. During wet season, 
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the mouth opens at railway bridge. Currently there is a drought and there is no mouth, the water from 
the lagoon (parallel to the sea) is 150 m north of boardwalk. So when there isn’t enough rain, the 
mouth isn’t open and the water backs up northwards.  When it rains a lot, it tends to open straight out  
AW: we will ask the specialist to comment. 
 
Q28: Ken Lombard – can you please ask the specialist to re-check the 1/100 year floodline. Got 
photographs of last big flood. 
KM - got photos of 1857 flood – doesn’t affect the proposed plant. We can design for more than 1 in 
100 year flood and put berms etc. but need to see if possible from an engineering point of view. It will 
useful to talk to you about it.  
 
Q29: George Oliver –– Do you have sardines as well? What will happen to the sardines? 
KM – The intake velocity will be very low and will not impact the sardines. Will not be able to catch a 
basket of sardines. 
 
Q30:  Angus Pyke – The operational phase - the anticipated noise level of 45 dB will impact on the 
boardwalk buildings?  
AW – The anticipated noise level of 45 dBA is within permitted noise limits. At night, the permitting 
level is 35-40 dBA. 
 
Q32: Gavin Gradwell - Socio-economic issues and the impact on economy? Discussions to be held 
between Mother Of Peace & UW 
KM: Discussion will be held with MOP 
 
Q33: Donald Sutherland – It seems as Illovo was forgotten in your impact assessment presentation. 
Most of the pipeline is going through Illovo property and both your sites are on Illovo property – we 
are not there? Why? Illovo loses cane fields – not even a low impact? Umgeni still needs to discuss 
with Illovo. 
Bongani Khumalo – who will initiate the negotiations with MOP? 
Gavin Gradwell – at what point does negotiations begin? 
 
AW – The impact of the proposed development on lllovo is not anticipated to be highly significant. As 
stated at the start of this meeting, we are only presenting key (high and medium significance) impacts 
as part of this meeting. 
KM – UW will do the negotiations only when they get the EA. UW feels that it is not appropriate to 
start negotiations before that. 
 
Q34: Hlalele Molotsi – With the Engen refinery it has an environmental impact. Do you project same 
extent with the proposed plant? 
KM: No air emissions are anticipated from the proposed desalination plant 
 
Q35: Ken Lombard – EIA is not complete? Have they done it already? Go ahead with ROD? 
KM: Until the ROD is granted or not, the EIA is not completed and we cannot progress.  
 
Q36: Ken Lombard - what is the length of pipeline?  
How will it be done? Similar to the gas and oil pipeline – with a machine? Another 100 m damage on 
either side of the pipeline? The proposed development is going through a sensitive area, never mind 
birdlife, crane that have been here for the past 18 months - such a shame we have been fighting for 
so long – almost 10 years to recuperates. Now, the whole valley will be disturbed. 
KM: It will be excavated with a machine. 2.5m trench & 30 to 40 m wide working strip with one trench 
and 2 pipes. Construction would be about 5 years – 3 years of construction and 2 year of design etc. 
We would hope that the construction period for the pipeline will be short as only 1 km or so.  
AW – rehabilitation will occur as it construction progresses. Recommendations have been given ito 
soil piling, making sure you are replacing the soil horizons etc.  
 
Q37: Ken Lombard – How do you get around 3 indigenous trees, endangered trees? 
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KM – Not sure where you’re mentioning. That’s what the ecologist was there to identify. Would be 
pointed out.  
AW – If necessary to slightly re-align to protect that forest, that would be done. Permit would be 
applied for where applicable. 
 
Q38: Ken Lom – south side, behind MOP, if you drive 100m, you would be deep in water. In flood, 
water goes around, waterways back up & river is not wide enough to manage the flood. 
KM – yes. We can see that from the photographs. They have drains to drain the area. We will need to 
come and talk to you. 
 
Q39: Hlalele Molotsi – Will UW secure the length of the pipeline? Thinking of sabotage (Nigeria) 
KM: The pipeline will be carrying saltwater and will be buried about 2 m underground. UW has lots of 
pipes around the province –we can’t protect them all. We have more problems around vandalism on 
our valves etc. Taking metal out of design to avoid it being stolen. 
 
Q40: Kendyl Le Roux – were no macrobenthic studies been done? You need a baseline. You don’t 
know what’s there and especially with what’s coming out of the pipeline. That would affect the 
macrobenthos. Should we be concerned?  
It does not make sense to sample the area afterwards. I’m not against desalination but to me there 
should be sampling before and not after the spot has been chosen. How can she make a call without 
knowing what is there. Unless she has lived in the area. Brine is an issue for macrobenthos. There is 
no reason however to doubt Andrea Pulfrich’s work. There is some sort of data but it will be species 
list which can be from anywhere. I’m not sure whether they have samples from offshore and at the 
mouth. 
AW – no baseline undertaken at this stage. It is planned to do that prior to construction. The marine 
specialist looked at brine discharge and at existing data. According to the marine specialist study, the 
impacts on macro benthos are not anticipated to be significant. We will get the specialist to respond 
to you. 
KM - We have samples from EKZNW which have extensive lists of what they have mapped across 
the area. We are relying on the marine specialist to guide us on what to do.  
 
Q41: Kendyl Le Roux – if the river is flowing out and the sediment load increases, will that sediment 
go into the facility? In a dried cycle? 
KM – We measured that over the years and there were a number of instances where turbidity 
increased. During that water quality monitoring, there was a number of floods, and the turbidity did 
increase but not significantly. During those big events, the water goes out to sea and down coast and 
you have very high currents. It doesn’t go 1 km out and if does go, it will sit on the top. The plant 
intake is below the surface.  
 
Q42: Kendyl Le Roux – Was the discharge at sea modelled for turbidity? 
AW – The model was undertaken for trace components that will be released and assessed how much 
will settle out.  
 
Q44: Kendyl Le Roux –No concern of a high energy environment? You’re going into the surfzone into 
a high energy environment. 
KM – No, that’s why intake is 20 m depth and 1 km off shore. 
 
Q45: Gavin Gradwell – A lot of work has been done, it seems as it is pretty much a done deal and 
that the project is ready to go ahead. UW has spend money to do the assessments and given the 
current water shortages, so we cannot see government saying it cannot approve especially ito 
alternatives.   
KM – All IA&Ps can have their say. The EIA has undertaken a comparison of alternatives. We’re 
doing the EIA but it doesn’t mean that we will construct the project. We still have to compare it with 
the Lower Umkomaas. We need to do those studies before we can add those options into the pool. 
Then we can make a decision on which project to do if we get the ROD and the go ahead from our 
executive. 
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AW – you must remember all the other alternatives will also have their own environmental impacts. 
The competent authority is national DEA. If there is a fatal flaw, they will not let the project go ahead. 
 
Q47: Gavin Gradwell – if the authorities give the go ahead, is there any options from our side? We’re 
the guys living on the properties. And we’re the last people to have an agreement. 
KM – UW is not autocratic. I have been at UW for 11 years and UW would only expropriate where 
they could not find the landowner for a small area after 1 year. We rather sit down and discuss. As 
soon as we get the ROD, we would start negotiations with landowners. Even if we don’t build it now, 
we expect it would need to be constructed in the long term as a future option. 
 
Q48: Angus Pyke – would you be able to put together a document for the local newspapers? A 
description of what we would potentially have, in layman’s language and mentioning the alternatives 
that are being looked at? 
PN: We will look into that. 
 
Q49: Angus Pyke – I have attended the river classification meetings for more than 1 year. This subject 
has not been mentioned once. This is rather strange.  It has reached the final stage now, will look at 
final report. I don’t believe that mention of desalination is anywhere in that written documentation.  
AW: The Department of Water and Sanitation is definitely aware of the project. DWS – Ethekwini – 
Neil MacLeod. KZN – Mrs Angela Masefield – informed of the project. 
KM – DWS also have a reconciliation strategy to ensure that all areas are supplied with water and 
desalination is an option. 
 
Q50: Kendyl Le Roux – Will the Tongaat desalination plant go ahead? 
KM: Unlikely. The Smithfield dam will have to be constructed. That dam cannot supply this area but it 
can supply the north coast. So the desalination plant would only run for 2 years before being replaced 
by the Umkomaas project which is more likely to be taken forward – taking water out of the river into 
an off storage dam. Will have to consider environmental concerns and costs. We cannot just carrying 
on looking at supplying water with dams. 
 
Q51: Kendyl Le Roux – The environmental impacts of a dam are really understated. It is probably 
worst than a desalination plant. Eskom is already battling with supply of energy. How is this different? 
Would desalination plant take preference over residents? 
KM - All of their programs show that electricity would be available within the next 5 years. 
 
Q49: Maureen Pyke – Have you looked at wind/solar energy 
KM - We are not in that business. If someone can make that electricity available cheaper than Eskom, 
we will buy from them. 
 
Q49: Angus Pyke –What is running load of plant? 
KM - About 28 to 32MW of electricity for the full size. It is a lot compared to small industry. But as an 
example mills operated that type of load.  
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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for Proposed Sea Water Reverse Osmosis Plant and 
Associated Infrastructure at Lovu - Draft EIA Report 
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CSIR, Durban 
Meeting Notes 
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Annick Walsdorff (CSIR) - AW 
Rohaida Abed (CSIR) - RA 
Kevin Meier (Umgeni) - KM 
 
 

 
 
 
 
PART I: Welcome and Introductions 
 
Welcome and attendee introductions 
 
PART II: Presentations 

Project introduction and Welcome & Introductions by Annick Walsdorff (CSIR) 
 
Presentation titled “EIA for the proposed sea water RO plant and associated infrastructure at Lovu – 

Public Meeting” by Annick Walsdorff (CSIR) 
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PART III: Questions and issues 

Q - Gavin: Impact of smell/odours? 

KM: No. Everything is closed. No chimneys. 

Q – Gavin: Lights at night? Would not be an issue? 

KM: The significance of the impact of night lighting of a desalination plant on the nightscape of the 

surrounding region is Medium Negative before mitigation for both sites since new lights will be 

introduced into a dark area of the Lovu River floodplain. As mitigation a lighting plan must be 

prepared and submitted with the design plans of the plant and it should demonstrate that project 

lighting is sufficiently shielded to prevent light spill onto the orphanage property and that glaring lights 

will not affect residents of the surrounding farms, Illovu Village or Winklespruit. 

Q – Bongani: Interest is on the site. When are we likely to know which site will be used? 

KM: The EIA has looked at both alternatives from an environmental point of view. Drought is expected 

for the future. Going to need to make a decision in February/March 2016: Umkomaas or desalination 

plant? Umgeni will make an Economic presentation to Exco, presenting Capital cost vs operational 

cost. Feb/March – if we go ahead with the project, we will need to source funding, work on 

procedures, tendering, min 9 months to 1 year. Construction starts, need water by 2019. 20 years – 

want to construct long term option. Umgeni would purchase the land. Sports field. No negative impact 

on MOP. Illovo – medium income housing.  

Q – Gavin: Industrial zone. MOP in middle of the industrial zone.  

KM: UW would like to undertake this 4.2 bln rand project– small cost ito MOP. Look at any other 

people.  

Q – Bongani: If there any decisions being taken – would need to engage with the board. Look at the 

future; other processes in parallel. It is relocates, where will it relocate to?  

KM: Noted. Relocation of MOP – all depends on what Illovo would want to do. 
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