
  

 

20 May 2014 

 
Burial Grounds and Graves Unit 
South African Heritage Resources Agency 
 
Attention Ms. Itumeleng N. Masiteng 
 
Via email: imasiteng@sahra.org.za 
Pages: 13 
 

Dear Ms. Masiteng 

 
 
INTENDED RELOCATION OF A GRAVE FROM PORTION 16 OF THE FARM VLAKVARKFONTEIN 213 IR, 
VICTOR KHANYE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, MPUMALAGA PROVINCE 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Our company was appointed by Ferret Mining and Environmental Services (Pty) Ltd to relocate a 

grave that is affected by the proposed Intibane Colliery of Wescoal (Pty) Ltd.  

We are hereby informing you that we are in the process of applying for permission to relocate the 

remains of this grave that is buried on the abovementioned property. 

 
LOCATION OF THE GRAVE 

 

The grave, affected by mining activities, is located on the following property which forms part of the 

Victor Khanye Local Municipality: 

 

 Portion 16 of the farm Vlakvarkfontein 213 IR, Victor Khanye Local Municipality, 

Mpumalanga Province.  GPS coordinates: S26° 03’ 47.0” E28° 53’ 19.5”. Refer Addendum A.  

 
PERMITS AND PERMISSIONS 

 

We have received permissions from the following institutions: 

 

 South African Police Service (SAPS) Delmas (see Addendum F) 

 Victor Khanye Local Municipality (see Addendum G) 

Apart from this application, we are in the process of applying for permits and permissions from the 

following institutions: 

 

 Mpumalanga Department of Health 
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PROJECT INFORMATION 

 
The grave in question is adversely affected by the proposed Intibane Colliery of Wescoal (Pty) Ltd.  

We have conducted an extensive social consultation process (as required by Act 25 of 1999) in order 

to identify the unknown buried individual and to obtain permission for exhumation and re-interment 

from affected families, communities and other bona fide interested and affected parties. This 

process comprised the following: 

 

 Site notices 

Bilingual site notices were placed at the grave on Thursday, 23 May 2013. Refer Addendum B 
for copies of the site notice and Addendum C for photographs depicting the notice at the 
grave site.  
 
No response was received to the site notice. 
 

 Newspaper notices 

Newspaper notices were placed in a national newspaper (Daily Sun) on Wednesday, 31 July 

2013) and a regional newspaper (Streek News) on Friday, 2 August 2013. Refer Addendum D 

for copies of the published notices.  

 

Only one response was received to the notice that was placed in the Daily Sun. Ms. Thandi 

Letsoalo contacted the project manager to indicate that her family has graves on the farm 

Vlakvarkfontein 213 IR. However, after the position and description of the grave that is to be 

relocated was discussed with Ms. Letsoalo she indicated that this was not her family’s graves 

which are located on another portion of the farm.  

 

 Interviews with local residents 

Discussions with local residents represent the third component of the social consultation 

process. The project manager assisted by a translator Mr. Shorty McGina spent some time in 

the vicinity of the mine on Friday, 19 July 2013 in an attempt to establish whether any 

families for the deceased could be identified. These consultations included discussions with 

Ms. Emily Skosana (born Mahlangu) and Mr. Phillip Ditsego who both have homesteads 

adjacent to the mine.  

 

Mr. Ditsego indicated that when he first arrived on the farm in 1968, the grave was already 

there. Ms. Skosana concurred and indicated that when she and her family arrived on the 

farm in 1988 the grave was already in existence. Neither one of the two families knew the 

identity of the deceased, nor where the family of the deceased may be found. They also 

confirmed that since the time when they first settled on the farm they have never seen 

anyone visiting the grave site. 

 

The information received during the interviews with local residents indicate that the grave is 

likely older than 45 years.  
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To clarify matters we have provisionally allocated the affected grave to the following categories: 

 

Graves older than 100 years (Section 35 of Act 25 of 1999): None 
Graves older than 60 years (Section 36 of Act 25 of 1999): None 
Graves of victims of conflict (Section 36 of Act 25 of 1999): None 
Graves of individuals of royal descent (Section 36 of Act 25 of 1999): None 
Graves younger than 60 years that are located outside a registered cemetery 
(Ordinance 7 of 1925, Section 36 of Act 25 of 1999, Mpumalanga Cemeteries, 
Crematoria and Exhumation of Bodies Act, 2005 (Act 8 of 2005)): 

None 

Graves identified by the next of kin but of which the date of death is presently 
unknown: 

None 

Presently unknown graves/possible graves(Section 36 of Act 25 of 1999): 1 
Total 1 

 
 
REBURIAL OF REMAINS 

  
The remains of the deceased will be reburied in the Municipal Cemetery at Delmas. The reburial of 

the remains will be undertaken by Martins Funerals. 

 
REQUEST FOR PERMISSION 

  
In the light of the aforementioned information we respectfully apply for permission to: 

 

 Exhume the remains of the affected grave. 

 Rebury the exhumed remains in the municipal cemetery at Delmas.  

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any additional information. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 
______________________ 
Polke D. Birkholtz  
Director (PGS Heritage) 
 

 

ADDENDUM 

 

ADDENDUM A LOCALITY PLAN 

ADDENDUM B COPIES OF SITE NOTICES 

ADDENDUM C PHOTOGRAPHS OF SITE NOTICES 

ADDENDUM D COPIES OF NEWSPAPER NOTICES 

ADDENDUM E LANDOWNER CONSENT LETTER 

ADDENDUM F RESPONSE FROM SAPS 

ADDENDUM G RESPONSE FROM VICTOR KHANYE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 



 

 

ADDENDUM A 
LOCALITY PLAN 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grave Site 
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ADDENDUM B 
COPIES OF SITE NOTICES 
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ADDENDUM C 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF SITE NOTICES 
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ADDENDUM D 
COPIES OF NEWSPAPER NOTICES 
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ADDENDUM E 
LANDOWNER CONSENT LETTER 
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ADDENDUM F 
RESPONSE FROM SAPS 
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ADDENDUM F 
RESPONSE FROM VICTOR KHANYE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 
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