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Dear Ms Masango 

 

Sibanye Gold is proposing to establish the West Rand Tailings Retreatment Project (WRTRP) 
which is anticipated to be completed over a 20 - 30 year timeframe. In essence the project will 
focus on reclaiming historic gold Tailings Storage Facilities (TSFs) on the West Rand of 
Johannesburg and removing the gold, uranium and sulphur through a Central Processing Plant 
(CPP). The tailings will be deposited onto a Regional Tailings Storage Facility (RTSF). The 
WRTRP will consolidate all previous retreatment projects in this area. 

As part of the Mining Right Application (MRA), Digby Wells would like to enquire if there are any 
land claims on the following farms, as outlined in the table below: 

 

Farm Name and 
Number 

Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 

Directly Affected Landowners 
GEMSBOKFONTEIN 
290 

13 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 RE WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

Adjacent Landowners 

MIDDELVLEI 255 
2 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

MIDDELVLEI 255 
6 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 
5 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 
7 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 
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Farm Name and 
Number 

Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 

GEMSPOST 288 
11 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 
19 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 
34 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 
35 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 
37 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 
40 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

VENTERSPOST 284 
4 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 
43 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 45 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 49 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSBOKFONTEIN 
290 8 

WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSBOKFONTEIN 
290 12 

WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSBOKFONTEIN 
290 14 

WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

VENTERSPOST 284 60 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

VENTERSPOST 284 66 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

VENTERSPOST 284 77 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

VENTERSPOST 103 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 4 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 33 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 44 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSBOKFONTEIN 
290 6 

WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSBOKFONTEIN 
290 13 

WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSBOKFONTEIN 
290 20 

WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

VENTERSPOST 284 59 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

VENTERSPOST 284 67 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

VENTERSPOST 284 76 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 RE 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSPOST 288 29 
WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

GEMSBOKFONTEIN 
290 23 

WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

 

Should you require additional information please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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Yours sincerely 

 

Vanessa Viljoen 

Stakeholder Engagement Office 

Digby Wells Environmental 

Tel: (011) 789 9495 or Fax: 086 583 5715 

Email: vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com  

Postal Address: Private Bag X 10046, Randburg, 2125 
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Dear Ms Masango 

 

Sibanye Gold is proposing to establish the West Rand Tailings Retreatment Project (WRTRP) 
which is anticipated to be completed over a 20 - 30 year timeframe. In essence the project will 
focus on reclaiming historic gold Tailings Storage Facilities (TSFs) on the West Rand of 
Johannesburg and removing the gold, uranium and sulphur through a Central Processing Plant 
(CPP). The tailings will be deposited onto a Regional Tailings Storage Facility (RTSF). The 
WRTRP will consolidate all previous retreatment projects in this area. 

As part of the Mining Right Application (MRA), Digby Wells would like to enquire if there are any 
land claims on the following farms, as outlined in the table below: 

Farm Name and 
Number 

Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 

Directly Affected Landowners 

UITVAL 280-IQ RE/FARM WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

UITVAL 280-IQ PTN 8 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

UITVAL 280-IQ PTN 9 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DOORNKLOOF 350-IQ PTN 5 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

LEEUWPOORT 356-IQ PTN 71 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

LEEUWPOORT 356-IQ PTN 70 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DOORNKLOOF 350-IQ RE/PTN 6 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 
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Farm Name and 
Number 

Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 

DOORNKLOOF 350-IQ PTN 21 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DOORNKLOOF 350-IQ RE/PTN 1 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DOORNKLOOF 350-IQ PTN 22 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

LIBANON OR 
WITKLEIGAT 283-IQ 

R WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 22 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 4 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 10 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 11 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 20 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 113-IQ 2 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 15 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 21 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 5 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 8 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 113-IQ RE\1 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ R WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

BLYVOORUITZICHT 
116-IQ 

6 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

BLYVOORUITZICHT 
116-IQ 

7 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

BLYVOORUITZICHT 
116-IQ 

24 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

BLYVOORUITZICHT 
116-IQ 

8 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DOORNKLOOF 350-IQ 4 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 35 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 73 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DOORNKLOOF 350-IQ R WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DOORNKLOOF 350-IQ 13 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 36 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 5 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DOORNKLOOF 350-IQ 12 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

LEEUDOORN 351-IQ 1 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

LEEUDOORN 351-IQ RE WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DOORNKLOOF 350-IQ 33 WESTONARIA LOCAL WESTRAND DISTRICT 
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Farm Name and 
Number 

Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 

MUNICIPALITY MUNICIPALITY 
RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 35 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICIPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

LIBANON OR 
WITKLEIGAT 283-IQ 

R WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

Adjacent Landowners 
UITVAL 280-IQ 6 WESTONARIA LOCAL 

MUNICIPALITY 
WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

UITVAL 280-IQ 5 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

UITVAL 280-IQ 4 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 23 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

BLYVOORUITZICHT 
116-IQ 

9 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 28 WESTONARIA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

WESTRAND DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY 

 

Should you require additional information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Vanessa Viljoen 

Stakeholder Engagement Office 

Digby Wells Environmental 

Tel: (011) 789 9495 or Fax: 086 583 5715 

Email: vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com  

Postal Address: Private Bag X 10046, Randburg, 2125 
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Dear Ms Moeti 

 

Sibanye Gold is proposing to establish the West Rand Tailings Retreatment Project (WRTRP) which is 
anticipated to be completed over a 20 - 30 year timeframe. In essence the project will focus on reclaiming 
historic gold Tailings Storage Facilities (TSFs) on the West Rand of Johannesburg and removing the 
gold, uranium and sulphur through a Central Processing Plant (CPP). The tailings will be deposited onto a 
Regional Tailings Storage Facility (RTSF). The WRTRP will consolidate all previous retreatment projects 
in this area. 

As part of the Mining Right Application (MRA), Digby Wells would like to enquire if there are any land 
claims on the following farms, as outlined in the table below: 

Farm Name and Number Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 

Directly Affected Landowners 

LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 134 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

WATERPAN 292-IQ 4 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

WATERPAN 292-IQ 6 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

JACHTFONTEIN 344-IQ 41 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

WATERPAN 292-IQ 13 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

MODDERFONTEIN 345-IQ 24 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 12 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 31 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

DOORNKLOOF 350-IQ 20 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 350-IQ 13 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 350-IQ 32 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 0 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 8 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 5 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
PANVLAKTE 291-IQ 37 Geluksdale No info 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 0 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
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Farm Name and Number Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 3 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 126 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 127 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 134 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 5 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 31 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 33 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 58 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 59 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

GEMSBOKFONTEIN 290-IQ 5 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
GEMSBOKFONTEIN 290-IQ 6 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
PANVLAKTE 291-IQ 0 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 9 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 13 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 27 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 2 City of  Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 34 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 46 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 64 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 8 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

Adjacent Landowners 

RIETFONTEIN  7 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN  12 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN  25 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN  31 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DOORNKLOOF  20 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

DRIEFONTEIN  2 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN  19 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN  20 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN  32 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN  2 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DOORNPOORT  30 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

DOORNPOORT  29 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DOORNPOORT 347 2 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DOORNPOORT 347 37 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN  RE Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN  14 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN  21 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN  22 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN  47 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN  72 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DOORNKLOOF  19 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN  13 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ RE City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 8 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 39 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 40 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 41 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 42 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 43 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 45 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
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Farm Name and Number Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 
ZUURBULT 240-IQ RE City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 88 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 90 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 121 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 133 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

LUIPAARDSVLEI 243-IQ 44 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 5 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 11 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 14 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

WATERPAN 292-IQ 18 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 23 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

WATERPAN 292-IQ 24 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 26 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 28 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
MODDERFONTEIN 345-IQ 29 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

MODDERFONTEIN 345-IQ 25 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
JACHTFONTEIN 344-IQ 2 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

MODDERFONTEIN 345-IQ 28 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 4 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 15 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

WATERPAN 292-IQ 22 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 25 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 27 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
JACHTFONTEIN 344-IQ 42 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

MODDERFONTEIN 345-IQ 23 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 49 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 0 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 7 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 14 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 21 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 25 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 47 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

DOORNPOORT  4 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DOORNKLOOF 350-IQ 73 No information  
DOORNKLOOF 347-IQ 2 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 19 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 20 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 349-IQ 35 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
OOG VAN ELANDSFONTEIN 
114-IQ 

0 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

LEEUWPOORT 356-IQ 12 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

LEEUWPOORT 356-IQ 3 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DRIEFONTEIN 113-IQ 3 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DRIEFONTEIN 113-IQ 7 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 6 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 13 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 15 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 20 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 25 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DRIEFONTEIN 113-IQ 2 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DRIEFONTEIN 113-IQ 14 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
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Farm Name and Number Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 
DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 2 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DRIEFONTEIN  355-IQ 12 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 18 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
DRIEFONTEIN 355-IQ 21 Merafong Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 4 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 103 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 114 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 6 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 8 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 20 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 21 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 32 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 39 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 40 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 41 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 42 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 43 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 45 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 47 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 48 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 49 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
MIDDELVLEI 255-IQ 4 Randfontein Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
ZUURBULT 240-IQ 0 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 60 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 62 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 63 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 74 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 76 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 77 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 88 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 97 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 100 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

LIBANON OR 
WITKLEIGAT  283-IQ 

3 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

GEMSPOST 288-IQ 38 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

GEMSPOST 288-IQ 42 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
GEMSPOST 288-IQ 43 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

GEMSBOKFONTEIN 290-IQ 16 No information  
PANVLAKTE 291-IQ 1 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 2 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 3 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

WATERPAN 292-IQ 4 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 6 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 11 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 14 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 18 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

WATERPAN 292-IQ 26 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
NELSHOOGTE 286-IQ 1 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

JACHTFONTEIN 344-IQ 2 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
ELANDSFONTEIN 346-IQ 20 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
ELANDSFONTEIN 346-IQ 23 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
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Farm Name and Number Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 
JACHTFONTEIN 344-IQ 41 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
ELANDSFONTEIN 346-IQ 29 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

ELANDSFONTEIN 346-IQ 38 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 75 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 78 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 104 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 121 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 133 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
GEMSPOST 288-IQ 46 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

GEMSPOST 288-IQ 48 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
ELANDSFONTEIN 346-IQ 1 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

GEMSBOKFONTEIN 290-IQ 20 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
PANVLAKTE 291-IQ 14 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 15 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
LIBANON OR WITKLEIGAT 
283-IQ 

0 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 1 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
WATERPAN 292-IQ 32 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
BEKKERSDAL 294-IQ 0 Emfuleni Local Municipality Sedibeng District Municipality 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 19 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
GEMSPOST 288-IQ 0 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
GEMSPOST 288-IQ 29 Westonaria Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 29 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 44 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 50 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 57 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
STRYDPAN 243-IQ 61 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 
LEEUWKRAAL 50-IQ 0 Randfontein Local Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
HAAKDOORNBULT 49-IQ 0 Merafong Local  Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

BUFFELSDRIFT 51-IQ 0 Merafong Local  Municipality West Rand District Municipality 
BOSCHRUST 52-IQ 0 Merafong Local  Municipality West Rand District Municipality 

STRYDPAN 243-IQ 136 City of Johannesburg City of Johannesburg 

 

Should you require additional information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Vanessa Viljoen 

Stakeholder Engagement Office 

Digby Wells Environmental 

Tel: (011) 789 9495 or Fax: 086 583 5715 

Email: vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com, Postal Address: Private Bag X 10046, Randburg, 2125 
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 THE WEST RAND TAILINGS RETREATMENT PROJECT
 
 

A Sibanye Gold project, driving toward long term economic, social and 
environmental sustainability 

 
 

The Project 
Sibanye Gold is proposing to establish the 
West Rand Tailings Retreatment Project 
(WRTRP) which is anticipated to be 
completed over an approximate 25 year 
timeframe. In essence the project will focus 
on reclaiming historic gold tailings facilities 
(TSFs) on the West Rand of Johannesburg 
and removing the gold, uranium and sulphur 

Central Processing Plant (CPP). through a 
The tailings will be deposited onto a 
Regional Tailings Storage Facility (RTSF). The 
WRTRP will consolidate all previous 
retreatment projects in this area. 

Quick Facts 
The following facts are applicable to the 
project: 

 Historic gold tailings, currently located on 
dolomites, will be removed by means of 
hydraulic reclamation. 

 It is envisaged that the WRTRP will be 
developed in phases. 

 Over time up to 4 Million tonnes per 
month (Mt/m) will be reprocessed.  

 The WRTRP will consist of hydraulic 
reclamation stations, thickeners, overland 
slurry and water pipelines, the CPP, RTSF 
and an advanced water treatment 
facility (AWTF). 

 Substantial reinvestment into the local 
economy, providing stability and job 
opportunities. 

Long Term Vision of the WRTRP (25+ years) 
The WRTRP envisages achieving the following as 
part of its long term vision: 

 Regional financial investment of approx. 
R4bn for the initial phases of the project into 
the declining West Rand. 

 Job creation opportunities with up to 2000 
jobs during the initial construction phases 
and approx. 500 sustainable jobs over the 
life of the operation. 

 Protect sensitive dolomitic aquifers and 
water resources through: 

 The removal of the historical TSFs, 
currently located on the dolomites.  

 The deposition of the reclaimed and 
reprocessed tailings onto the RTSF, 
constructed on impermeable bedrock, 
away from sensitive dolomitic areas. 

 Remove impacts associated with existing 
historical gold tailings facilities by reducing 
sulfur and uranium concentrations, thereby 
reducing Acid Mine Drainage (AMD) 
potential. 

 Improved health of surrounding 
communities by addressing persisting dust 
fallout. 

 Release valuable land for residential, 
commercial and agricultural needs.  

 Provide treated water from the planned 
Advanced Water Treatment Facility 
providing potable sources and mitigate 
existing shortages for domestic and 
agricultural users. 

Brief Summary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historic mine TSFs 

Risks to health and 
environment 

Remove TSFs by 
retreatment 

New centralised 
processing plant  

Extract gold, 
uranium, sulfur and 

remove 
environmental and 

social impacts 

 A single new 
regional storage 

tailings facility (RTSF) 
with best practice risk 

controls 

Reinvestment in local 
and national 

economy from 
saleable products 

Optimal use and 
treatment of 

impacted water 

Long term 
sustainability even 
after  the WRTRP life 

time 
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Project Overview 

 

Introduction: 

 

There is a long history of gold and uranium mining in the broader West Rand area with an 

estimated 1.3 billion tonnes of surface tailings, containing in excess of 170 mlbs (million pounds) of 

uranium and 11moz (million ounces) of gold. Sibanye Gold Limited (Sibanye Gold) currently owns 

the majority of the tailings located in the district. Sibanye Gold plans to process these resources to 

develop a strong, long life and high yield surface business, breathing “life” into the West Rand. 

Key to the successful execution of this development strategy is the West Rand Tailings Retreatment 

Project (WRTRP). The WRTRP is well understood with a 7 year history of extensive metallurgical test 

work and design. A pre-feasibility study (PFS) completed during 2013 for the WRTRP has confirmed 

that there is a significant opportunity to extract value from the Sibanye Gold surface resources.   

The WRTRP involves the construction of a large-scale Central Processing Plant (CPP) for the 

recovery of gold, uranium and sulphur from the available resources. The CPP, centrally located to 

the West Rand resources, will be developed in phases to eventually treat up to 4mt/month of 

tailings and current arisings.  

The following benefits are envisaged for the WRTRP: 

■ Significant regional financial investment, into the declining West Rand, of approximately R 4bn 

for the initial phases of the project; 

■ Significant job creation opportunities with up to 2000 jobs created during the initial 

construction phases and approximately 500 sustainable jobs over the life of the operation; 

■ Protection of sensitive dolomitic aquifers and water resources through: 

■ The removal of the historical TSFs, currently located on the dolomites; 

■ The deposition of the reclaimed and reprocessed tailings onto a Regional Tailings Storage 

Facility( RTSF), constructed on impermeable bedrock, away from sensitive dolomitic areas; 

■ Removal of impacts associated with existing historical gold tailings facilities by reducing 

sulphur (reducing Acid Mine Drainage (AMD) potential) and uranium concentrations; 

■ Reduction of health risk to surrounding communities by addressing persistent dust fallout from 

widely located TSF’s into a well-managed best practice designed RTSF; 

■ Release of valuable land for residential, commercial and agricultural needs; and 

■ Treatment of currently impacted water with the proposed Advanced Water Treatment Facility 

which potentially could provide potable water for domestic and agricultural users, mitigating 

existing shortages. 

 

Background: 
 

Sibanye Gold (Registration Number 2002/031431/06) (formerly known as GFI Mining South Africa 

(Pty) Limited, Registration Number 2002/031431/07) was prior to February 2013, a subsidiary within 

the Gold Fields Group. In early 2013 Gold Fields unbundled its Kloof Driefontein Complex (KDC) 

and Beatrix gold mines in the Free State to create Sibanye Gold and listed them as a fully 

independent company on both the JSE and the NYSE Stock Exchanges.  

 

In 2012 Gold One International Limited (Gold One) acquired Rand Uranium Limited (Rand 

Uranium) and in the same year acquired the Ezulwini Mining Company (Pty) Ltd (Ezulwini) in an 

agreement with First Uranium Corporation.  
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Subsequently, in October 2013, Sibanye Gold purchased the interest held by Gold One in Rand 

Uranium and Ezulwini. These Gold One assets are now part of Sibanye Gold, and include the 

Cooke Operations (underground mining and surface reclamation operations), that currently 

produce gold and uranium. 

 

Prior to the creation of Sibanye Gold, Gold Fields had embarked on a project known as the West 

Wits Project (WWP), aimed at retreating several Tailings Storage Facilities (TSFs) on the West Rand 

to recover residual gold, uranium and sulphur, where viable, and storing the tailings on a new 

Central TSF (CTSF). Similarly Rand Uranium had embarked on the Cooke Uranium Project (CUP) 

which endeavoured to treat the Cooke TSF for gold, uranium and sulphur and ultimately deposit 

the tailings onto the Geluksdal TSF. Two independent projects with similar mandates and 

requirements for processing and deposition infrastructure, within a 25 km radius of each other.  

 

The WRTRP now integrates the WWP and CUP into one project, where all the surface TSFs and 

current arisings, previously under the control of Gold Fields, Rand Uranium and Ezulwini, will be 

centrally processed through the CPP and the residue deposited onto a new Regional TSF (RTSF).  

 

Project History: 
 

The treatment of historic tailings in the West Rand area has a long history with Gold Fields, Rand 

Uranium, Harmony Gold Mining Company Limited (Harmony), Gold One and Sibanye Gold 

completing a number of independent studies relating to the treatment of these historic tailings. 

 

In late 2009 Gold Fields and Rand Uranium met to evaluate the potential synergy of an integrated 

flow sheet for the Cooke Uranium Project (Rand Uranium) and the West Wits Tailings Treatment 

Project (Gold Fields), both of which were nearing feasibility completion. A significant amount of 

engineering and confirmatory test work would have been required to achieve this and, given the 

momentum of the respective projects, it was agreed that the investment would not be justified at 

that point in time. After the completion of the respective projects they were put on hold because 

of circumstances at the time.  

 

See Plan 1 for a regional setting of the proposed project. 

 

The West Rand Tailings Retreatment Project: 
 

Simplistically, Sibanye Gold’s holdings in the West Rand can be divided into three areas or clusters; 

the Northern, Southern and Western Clusters. Each of these clusters contains historical TSFs. Each of 

the clusters will be reclaimed in a phased approach with the Driefontein 3 and 5 TSFs the first TSFs 

to be reclaimed as part of the Western Cluster. 

 

Once commissioned the project will initially reclaim and treat the TSFs at a rate of 1 Mt/m. 

Reclamation and processing capacity will ultimately ramp up to 4 Mt/m over an anticipated 

period of 8 years. At the 4Mt/m tailings retreatment capacity, each of the clusters will be 

reclaimed and processed simultaneously. 

 

The tailings material will be centrally treated in a CPP. In addition to gold extraction, uranium will 

also be extracted. Ultimately the sulphur will be extracted to produce sulphuric acid. In order to 

minimise the upfront capital required for the development of the CPP, only the flotation cells and 

a gold processing unit will be developed during the initial phase. Use of existing and available 

infrastructure will be used to process the uranium until the volumetric increase in tonnage 

necessitates the need to expand the CPP for uranium treatment and sulphur extraction. 
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Plan 1: Regional setting
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The Ezulwini Gold and Uranium Plant will be used to receive uranium concentrate from the CPP 

and recover the uranium and residual gold. The tailings from the CPP to the Ezulwini plant, being 

approximately 50 000 t/m, will be mixed with the current Ezulwini plant tailings and disposed of at 

the currently operational Ezulwini North TSF. The CPP will be developed in modules from the original 

1 Mt/m to the ultimate 4 Mt/m.  

 

The authorisation, construction and operation of a new deposition site for the residue from the 

CPP is to be located in an area that has been extensively studied as part of the original WWP and 

CUP projects. The “deposition area” on which the project is focussing, has been termed the 

Regional Tailings Storage Facility (RTSF) and is anticipated to accommodate the tonnage from the 

district. The RTSF if proved viable will be one large facility as opposed to the two independent 

deposition facilities proposed by the WWP and CUP respectively.  

 

In Figure 1 below, and  Plan 2, a high-level overview is provided of the process to be used as part 

of the proposed WRTRP. 

 
Figure 1: Process Flow Diagram 

 

Reclamation of Tailings: 
 

The tailings reclamation process is a hydraulic mining operation, where the TSFs will be 

hydraulically reclaimed to the natural ground level and the foot print rehabilitated to a 

suitable land use. 

 

Water will be supplied to the reclamation sites, from existing impacted mine water 

sources, and then pressurised through a high pressure pumping system before reporting to 

the top of the TSFs. Monitoring guns will be used at the reclamation site to slurry the tailings 

material.  

The reclaimed material, in the form of slurry, will flow through an open channel via screens 

to remove oversized debris from the slurry before it enters a tank. A series of pumps will 

then pump the slurry from the tanks to the CPP for gold, uranium and ultimately sulphur 

extraction.  

 

 

 

 

Hydraulic 
reclamation 

Pipeline 
transport 

West Block 
Thickener 

CPP for 
reclamation 

RTSF for final 
deposition 
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Plan 2: Process flow
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Pipelines: 

 
The overland slurry and water piping required for the project will ultimately consist of 

approximately 120 km of pipe (many of which will be parallel and in  the same servitude). 

Existing mine servitudes will be utilised as far as possible for the overland piping.  

 

Cluster Thickeners: 
 

Thickeners will be used to thicken reclaimed tailings from the TSFs before it is pumped to 

the CPP for processing.  The thickeners provide a slurry at a consistent density to the CPP, 

critical to the optimal operating conditions required for the plant. The thickeners also aid 

in minimising pumping costs by optimising the amount of water pumped around the 

circuit. 

 

Central Processing Plant: 
 

The anticipated location for the CPP is close to the Kloof 4 shaft and central to the 

resources, water, power supply and existing infrastructure. The Plant will be developed in 

phases to eventually treat up to 4 Mt/month of tailings and current arisings. The CPP will 

eventually be comprised of the following: 

■ Three gold plant modules 

■ Five float plants and associated infrastructure; 

■ Two roasters and associated infrastructure; 

■ Once acid plant and associated infrastructure; 

■ Two uranium processing modules; 

■ Bulk sulphuric acid storage facility; 

■ Loading facilities for uranium concentrate and bulk sulphuric acid; 

■ Bulk Water storage facilities. 

 

Regional Tailings Storage Facility: 
 

This RTSF has been positioned and sized as a facility that can cater for both the tailings 

generated by the WRTRP as well as other tailings located in the region.  

During the pre-feasibility study (PFS) the use of the NEMA authorised Gold Fields CTSF and 

the conceptual design of the Gold One Geluksdal TSF were considered. 

Other sites for the RTSF, including the area between the CTSF and Geluksdal, are also 

under investigation. This area has been extensively studied by the WWP and CUP but 

requires further investigation. It is likely that the construction of the RTSF will be phased to 

suit the envisaged tonnage build up but will be sized to accommodate the long term 

requirements for the region. 
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Water Sources: 
 

A number of water sources have been identified and from which water can be supplied 

to the surface reclamation operations. The WRTRP has recognised that water is a scarce 

and strategic commodity and hence mine impacted water will be used preferentially 

over Rand Water or other higher quality sources. Water will be supplied to the reclamation 

areas from the identified sources via water storage facilities. 

Once the impacted mine water has been used in the hydraulic reclamation process, it will 

find its way to the RTSF. As water builds up in the RTSF it will be drained to the Return Water 

dam and the option to treat it through an Advanced Water Treatment Facility will be 

investigated. The water can then either be treated to potable or discharge standards, 

depending on the final use.  

 

Next Steps: 
 

As described above, implementation of the WRTRP will be undertaken in various phases. 

This timing is however dependent on completion of various environmental regulatory 

processes in order to obtain the needed licences i.e., National Environmental 

Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998) (as amended) (NEMA), Mineral and Petroleum 

Resources Development Act, (Act 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), National Water Act (Act No. 36 of 

1998) (NWA), National Nuclear Regulator Act (Act No. 47 of 1999) (NNRA), National 

Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA), National 

Heritage Resources Act (Act No. 25 of 1999) (NHRA) and Town Planning and Townships 

Ordinance. 

 

An inclusive Public Participation Process (PPP) will be undertaken throughout the above 

mentioned regulatory processes. The PPP has been designed to ensure that stakeholders 

from various sectors of society, whether they are interested and/or affected parties, are 

afforded an opportunity to become involved in the process.  

 

The Sibanye Gold WRTRP aims to drive long term economic, social and environmental 

sustainability with benefits for all members of the community. This is encapsulated in  
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Plan 3: The current scenario and Future potential
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Sibanye Gold 

Group Environmental 
Management 

Tel: 011 278 9749 

Fax: 086 295 5752 
www.sibanyegold.co.za 
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 THE WEST RAND TAILINGS RETREATMENT PROJECT
 
 

A Sibanye Gold project, driving toward long term economic, social and environmental 
sustainability 

 
 

The Project 
Sibanye Gold is proposing to establish the West Rand 
Tailings Retreatment Project (WRTRP) which is 
anticipated to be completed over an approximate 25 year 
timeframe. In essence the project will focus on reclaiming 
historic gold tailings facilities (TSFs) on the West Rand of 
Johannesburg and removing the gold, uranium and 

Central Processing Plant (CPP). The sulphur through a 
tailings will be deposited onto a Regional Tailings Storage 
Facility (RTSF). The WRTRP will consolidate all previous 
retreatment projects in this area. 
 
Quick Facts 

The following facts are applicable to the project: 

 Historic gold tailings, currently located on dolomites, 
will be removed by means of hydraulic reclamation. 

 It is envisaged that the WRTRP will be developed in 
phases. 

 Over time up to 4 Million tonnes per month (Mt/m) 
will be reprocessed.  

 The WRTRP will consist of hydraulic reclamation 
stations, thickeners, overland slurry and water 
pipelines, the CPP, RTSF and an advanced water 
treatment facility (AWTF). 

 Substantial reinvestment into the local economy, 
providing stability and job opportunities. 

 

Long Term Vision of the WRTRP (25+ years) 
The WRTRP envisages achieving the following as part of its long 
term vision: 

 Regional financial investment of approx. R4bn for the 
initial phases of the project into the declining West Rand. 

 Job creation opportunities with up to 2000 jobs during 
the initial construction phases and approx. 500 
sustainable jobs over the life of the operation. 

 Protect sensitive dolomitic aquifers and water resources 
through: 

 The removal of the historical TSFs, currently located 
on the dolomites.  

 The deposition of the reclaimed and reprocessed 
tailings onto the RTSF, constructed on impermeable 
bedrock, away from sensitive dolomitic areas. 

 Remove impacts associated with existing historical gold 
tailings facilities by reducing sulfur and uranium 
concentrations, thereby reducing Acid Mine Drainage 
(AMD) potential. 

 Improved health of surrounding communities by 
addressing persisting dust fallout. 

 Release valuable land for residential, commercial and 
agricultural needs.  

 Provide treated water from the planned Advanced Water 
Treatment Facility providing potable sources and mitigate 
existing shortages for domestic and agricultural users. 

Brief Summary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The West Rand Tailings Retreatment Project to support regional progression” 

Sibanye Gold 
Nico Gewers   |   Grant Stuart 

Libanon Business Park  |  1 Hospital Street  |  Libanon  |  Westonaria  |  1780 
www.sibanyegold.co.zaTel: 011 278 9749   |   Fax: 086 295 5752   |     
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ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESSES FOR SIBANYE GOLD'S PROPOSED 
WEST RAND TAILINGS RETREATMENT PROJECT, GAUTENG PROVINCE 

 

Dear Stakeholder, 

Sibanye Gold Limited (SGL) is proposing to establish the West Rand Tailings Retreatment Project 
(WRTRP) which is anticipated to be operational over an approximate 25 year timeframe, according to 
current planning. It is located in proximity to Randfontein, Carletonville and Westonaria. In essence 
the project will focus on reclaiming historical gold tailings storage facilities (TSFs) on the West Rand 
of Johannesburg and removing gold and uranium, among others, through a new Central Processing 
Plant (CPP). The reprocessed tailings will be deposited onto the proposed new Regional Tailings 
Storage Facility (RTSF) utilising existing servitudes, pipelines and infrastructure on mine owned land. 

The WRTRP will consolidate the previous Gold Fields West Wits, Rand Uranium’s Cooke Uranium 
Project (CUP) and Geluksdal TSF that have been previously proposed by Gold Fields and Rand 
Uranium in this area. 

The WRTRP requires amendment of the following SGL mining rights: (1) Kloof Mining Right Area; (2) 
Driefontein Mining Right Area; (3) Ezulwini Mining Right Area; (4) Cooke Mining Right Area. 

The above mentioned regulatory amendment applications will be done in terms of the following 
legislation and submitted to the Gauteng Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) as competent 
authority:  

■ Mining Right amendment in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum Resource Development Act, 
2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA); 

■ National Environmental Management Act, 1998; (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA); and 

■ National Environmental Management: Waste Act (Act No. 59 of 2008) (NEM:WA). 

In addition, the following applications will be made to the relevant competent authorities: 

■ National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998), as amended (NWA), Department of Water and 
Sanitation;  

■ National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act No. 25 of 1999) (NHRA), South African Heritage 
Resources Agency; 

■ National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA), 
West Rand District Municipality; 

■ Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act, 2013 (Act No 16 of 2013), Merafong City 
Local Municipality and Westonaria Local Municipality; and 

■ National Nuclear Regulator Act, 1999 (Act No 47 of 1999), National Nuclear Regulator. 

mailto:info@digbywells.com
http://www.digbywells.com/
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Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) has been appointed by SGL as the independent 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) process, Public Participation and specialist studies. 

Scoping Reports Availability 

Submission of the applications to the DMR will initiate the formal 300-day EIA process and Scoping 
Reports will be made available to stakeholders simultaneously for a 30-day comment period. The 
Impact Assessment phase will follow starting early in 2016 as part of the overall process. Finalised 
EIA Reports will be submitted to the DMR thereafter for a decision and I&APs informed of the 
outcome accordingly. 

The relevant Scoping Reports will be available for public comment for a period of 30 days from 
Tuesday, 15 September to Thursday, 15 October 2015 at the following places: 

Person Location Contact 
Printed Copies 

Ms Maryna Moolman City of Johannesburg Metropolitan Library (011) 226 0953 
Ms Marjorie Faber Randfontein Public Library (011) 411 0075/6 
Ms Esme Kuipers Westonaria Public Library (011) 278 3124 

Mr Moses Mphahlele Toekomsrus Public Library (011) 412 1025 
Mr Lungile Letshekha Fochville Public Library (018) 788 9845 

Ms Carol Skuce Carletonville Public Library (018) 788 9539 
Ms Tebogo Mampe Bekkersdal Public Library (011) 755 3873 

Electronic Copies 
Vanessa Viljoen  (www.digbywells.com/en/public-documents/sibanye-

gold-west-rand-tailings-retreatment-project/), or phone 
and request CD copy 

(011) 789 9495 

How to Comment on the Scoping Reports 

Comments on the Scoping Report can be submitted through any of the following means: 

■ Completing a Registration and Comment Form that can be obtained from the Stakeholder 
Engagement office and from public places listed above; 

■ Writing a letter;  
■ Sending an email, fax or post, the details of which can be found at the end of this 

announcement letter. 
■ Providing comments at any of the Open House meetings; or  
■ Phoning the Stakeholder Engagement Office as per the details at the end of this 

announcement letter. 

Invitation to Open House Meetings 

Open House meetings will be held to discuss the Scoping Reports content and obtain stakeholder 
comments as indicated below.  

Date Time Venue 
Wednesday, 7 October 2015 15:00 – 19:00 Westonaria Banquet Hall (Cnr Neptunus & 

Satarnus streets, Westonaria) 
 

http://www.digbywells.com/en/public-documents/sibanye-gold-west-rand-tailings-retreatment-project/
http://www.digbywells.com/en/public-documents/sibanye-gold-west-rand-tailings-retreatment-project/
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Thursday, 8 October 2015 15:00 – 19:00 Carletonville Community Hall (Birly Street, 
GPS: 27° 24′ 6.241″ E, 26° 21′ 21.240″ S) 

Advertisements of the above mentioned open houses will appear in local newspapers and site notices 
will also be placed within the project area. 

Stakeholders affected by, or who are interested in the proposed project, are invited to register as an 
Interested and Affected Party (I&AP). Please complete and return the attached Registration and 
Comment Form to Digby Wells to register as I&AP, to indicate your interest in receiving further 
information regarding the EIA process or to submit comments.  

You are also welcome to contact the Stakeholder Engagement Office on Tel: 011 789 9495, Fax: 086 
583 5715, Postal: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125, Email: vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com or 
nestus.bredenhann@digbywells.com. Your input and feedback are highly valued. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Nestus Bredenhann 

Stakeholder Engagement Office 

 

Enclosed: 

 Background Information Document (BID) 

 Registration and Comment Form  

mailto:vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com
mailto:nestus.bredenhann@digbywells.com
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Two independent projects with 
similar mandates and 

requirements for processing and 
deposition infrastructure, within a 

25 km radius of each other.

Tailings are defined as the 
materials left over after the 

process of separating valuable 
minerals from ore.

1 Introduction 
There is a long history of gold and uranium mining in the broader 
West Rand area with an estimated 1.3 billion tonnes of tailings, 
containing in excess of 170 million pounds of recoverable uranium 
and 11 million ounces of recoverable gold. Sibanye Gold Limited 
(SGL) currently owns the majority of the tonnage and its gold and uranium content in this area. SGL 
plans to ultimately exploit all these resources to develop a strong, long life and high yield surface 
business. Key to the successful execution of this development strategy is the West Rand Tailings 
Retreatment Project (WRTRP). The concept of the WRTRP is well understood with an 8 year history 
of extensive metallurgical test work, feasibility studies and design by a number of major mining 
houses. A pre-feasibility study (PFS) completed during 2013 for the WRTRP has confirmed that there 
is a significant opportunity to extract value from the SGL surface resources in a cost effective 
sequence.   

The ultimate WRTRP involves the construction of a large-scale Central Processing Plant (CPP) for 
the recovery of gold and uranium, among others from the available resources. The CPP, centrally 
located to the West Rand resources, may be developed in phases to eventually treat up to 4 Million 
tonnes/month (Mt/m) of tailings inclusive of current underground arisings. The resultant re processed 
tailings will be deposited on a modern tailings storage facility (TSF) called the regional TSF (RTSF). 
This Background Information Document (BID) aims to:  

■ Provide a description of the proposed initial and ultimate phases of the project;

■ Provide an overview of the environmental regulatory processes which will be undertaken in
accordance with South African legislation; and

■ Provide details of the Public Participation Process (PPP) and how stakeholders can be
involved.

1.1 Initial aim of the WRTRP 
The WRTRP aims to take historical TSFs off sensitive dolomitic aquifers and release valuable land for 
example; residential use, commercial use or agricultural activities. Furthermore, an initial invest of
approximately R 9 billion will be made into the West Rand District Municipality's economy and create 
an estimated 2 000 temporary and 500 sustainable employment opportunities.

2 Background to the project 
SGL (formerly known as GFI Mining South Africa (Pty) Limited)
was prior to February 2013 a subsidiary within the Gold Fields 
Group. In early 2013 Gold Fields unbundled its Kloof Driefontein 
Complex (KDC) and Beatrix Gold Mines in the Free State to 
create SGL and listed them as a fully independent company on 
both the JSE and the NYSE Stock Exchanges.  

In parallel in 2012 Gold One International Limited (Gold One) acquired Rand Uranium Limited (Rand 
Uranium) and in the same year acquired the Ezulwini Mining Company (Pty) Ltd (Ezulwini) in an 
agreement with First Uranium Corporation. Subsequently, in October 2013, SGL purchased the 
interest held by Gold One in Rand Uranium and Ezulwini. These Gold One assets are now part of 
SGL, and include the Cooke Operations (underground mining and surface reclamation operations), 
that currently produce gold and uranium. 
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Due to capital constraints in 
developing the WRTRP (Ultimate 

project), it needs to be 
implemented over time. Initial 

investment and development will be 
focused on those assets that will 

put the project in a position to 
partially fund the remaining 

development. 

Figure 1: Phased development of the WRTRP 

 

Prior to the creation of SGL, Gold Fields had embarked on a project known as the West Wits Project 
(WWP), aimed at retreating several TSFs on the West Rand to recover residual gold, uranium and 
sulphur, where viable, and storing the tailings on a new Central TSF (CTSF). Similarly Rand Uranium 
had embarked on the Cooke Uranium Project (CUP) which endeavoured to treat the Cooke TSF for 
gold, uranium and sulphur and ultimately deposit the tailings onto the Geluksdal TSF.  

3 Ultimate project 
Simplistically, SGL’s historical TSF holdings in the West Rand 
can be divided into three blocks; the Northern, Southern and 
Western Blocks. Each of these blocks contains a number of 
historical TSFs. Each of the blocks may be reclaimed in a 
phased approach. Initially the Driefontein 3 TSF (Western 
Block) (at 1 Mt/m) together with the Cooke TSF (portion of the 
Northern Block) (at 0.5 Mt/m) will be reclaimed first. Following 
the reclamation of Driefontein 3 TSF, Driefontein 5 TSF will be reclaimed followed by Cooke 4 Dam 
South (C4S) (Southern Block). 

■ Western Block comprises: Driefontein 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 TSF and Libanon TSF. Once the 
Driefontein 3 and 5 TSFs have been depleted the remainder of the Driefontein TSFs, namely 
Driefontein 1, 2 and 4 and the Libanon TSF, will be processed through the CPP; 

■ Northern Block comprises: Cooke TSF, Venterspost North TSF, Venterspost South TSF 
and Millsite Complex (38, 39 and 40/41 and Valley). Venterspost North and South TSFs and 
Millsite Complex (38, 39 and 40/41 and Valley) will be processed with the concurrent 
construction of Module 2 float and gold plants; and 

■ Southern Block comprises: Kloof 1 TSF, Kloof 2 TSF, Leeudoorn TSF and C4S TSF. 
Following completion of the Module 3 float and gold plants, Kloof 1 and 2 TSFs, Leeudoorn 
TSF will be reclaimed. 

Once commissioned the project will initially reclaim and treat the TSFs at a rate of 1.5 Mt/m (1 Mt/m) 
from Driefontein 3 TSF (followed sequentially by Driefontein 5 and C4S TSFs) and 0.5 Mt/m from 
Cooke TSF). Reclamation and processing capacity may ultimately ramp up to 4 Mt/m over an 
anticipated period of eight years. At the 4 Mt/m tailings retreatment capacity, each of the blocks will be 
reclaimed and processed 
simultaneously.  

The tailings material will be 
centrally treated in a CPP. 
In addition to gold and 
uranium extraction, sulphur 
may be extracted to 
produce sulphuric acid, an 
important reagent required 
for uranium leaching.  

The authorisation, 
construction and operation 
of a new deposition site for 
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Why another project and impact study? 
The WRTRP now integrates the WWP and CUP 
into one project, where all the TSFs and current 
arisings tailings, previously under the control of 
Gold Fields, Rand Uranium and Ezulwini, will be 

centrally processed through the CPP and the 
residue deposited onto a new RTSF. 

the residue from the CPP will be located in an area that has been extensively studied as part of the 
original West Wits Project (WWP) (CTSF) and Cooke Uranium Project (CUP) (Geluksdal TSF). The 
“deposition area” on which the project is focussing, has been termed the RTSF and is anticipated to 
accommodate the entire tonnage from the district. The RTSF if proved viable will be one large facility 
as opposed to the two independent deposition facilities proposed by the WWP and CUP respectively 
following extensive discussions with regulators and interested and affected parties.  

4 Current focus of the WRTRP 
The WRTRP entails the design and construction of 
the CPP (gold module, flotation plant, uranium 
plant, and in time an acid plant and a roaster), to 
retreat up to 1.5 Mt/m from the Driefontein 3 and 5 
TSFs, C4S TSF and the Cooke TSF. Driefontein 3, 
5 and C4S TSFs will be mined sequentially over 11 
years, whilst the Cooke TSF will be mined 
concurrently to Driefontein 3, 5 and C4S TSFs for a period of 16 years. The resultant tailings will be 
deposited onto the RTSF.  

A high grade uranium concentrate, produced at the CPP, may be transported to Ezulwini (50 000 
tonnes per month) for the extraction of uranium and gold. The tailings from this process will be 
deposited on the existing operational Ezulwini North TSF. 

The CPP will be developed from a nameplate capacity of 1.5 Mt/m to approximately 4 Mt/m over a 
period of approximately eight years. The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process and impact 
assessments are applying for the full nameplate capacity of the CPP. The decision taken to premit the 
full project, as opposed to a process requiring authorisation in a staged approach, was to provide the 
regulators and interested and affected parties with an impact assessment that takes the whole project 
into consideration. The same logic has been applied to the RTSF. It will be developed in two phases 
over the life of the project however the entire footprint is to be assessed from an environmental impact 
perspective. 

The following Mining Right Areas (see Plan 1) are applicable to the current focus of the WRTRP and 
the applicable existing mining rights per area will be amended: (1) Cooke Mining Right Area; (2) 
Ezulwini Mining Right Area; (3) Kloof Mining Right Area; (4) Driefontein Mining Right Area. 

The project spans several mining right areas with pipelines often required to traverse areas where no 
mining right is held. To ensure the liability of project infrastructure is attributed to SGL’s mining right 
areas, the following principles were adopted: 

■ The mining right area within which infrastructure is situated will be liable for said 
infrastructure; 

■ Where pipelines traverse non-mining areas, the mining right area whose activities necessitate 
the pipeline, will accept liability; and 

■ The Kloof mining right area will be extended to include RTSF complex footprint. 
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Plan 1: WRTRP Local Setting  
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4.1 Overview of WRTRP components 

4.1.1 Reclamation of tailings   
The tailings reclamation process (see Figure 1, page 8) is essentially a water 
hydraulic mining operation, where the TSFs will be hydraulically reclaimed to 
the natural ground level in nominal 12 – 15 m benches and the foot print 
rehabilitated to a suitable end land use. Water will be supplied to the various 
reclamation sites, from existing impacted mine water sources, and then 
pressurised through a high pressure pumping system before reporting to the 
monitoring guns at the top of the TSFs. Monitoring guns will be used at the 
reclamation site mining face to slurry the tailings material. The reclaimed material, in the form of 
slurry, will flow through open channels over screens to remove oversized debris from the slurry before 
it enters a tank. A series of pumps will then pump the slurry from the tanks via thickeners to the CPP 
for gold and extraction. The historical TSFs proposed for ultimate reclamation cover a total of 
approximately 1 660 ha. The RTSF footprint will be approximately 1 350 ha, liberating a nett 310 ha of 
currently sterilised land. 

4.1.2 Pipelines and Block Thickeners 
The overland slurry and water piping required for the project will ultimately 
consist of approximately 130 km of pipe (many of which will be parallel and in  
the same servitude). Existing mine servitudes will be utilised as far as 
possible for the overland piping. The following pipelines will be required: 

■ Water supply pipelines (from K10 shaft to the west BWSF, Cooke 1 
and 2 water to the Cooke BWSF and water from the Cooke 4 shaft to 
the south BWSF and from the BWSFs to the historical TSFs) return 
water to the C4S TSF from the CPP; 

■ Slurry pipelines (from the historical TSFs to the Western Block Thickener (WBT), Northern 
Block Thickener (NBT) and Cooke Thickener); 

■ Thickened slurry pipeline (from the WBT, NBT and Cooke Thickener to the CPP); 

■ Uranium and sulphide rich slurry pipeline (from the CPP to Ezulwini); 

■ Tailings (post retreatment) pipeline (from the CPP to the RTSF); and 

■ Treated water pipeline from the Advanced Water Treatment Facility. 

Thickeners will be used to thicken reclaimed tailings from the TSFs before it is pumped to the CPP for 
processing. The thickeners provide slurry of consistent density to the CPP and are critical in the 
optimisation of the plant. The thickeners also aid in optimising the amount of water pumped around 
the circuit. 

4.1.3 Central Processing Plant 
The anticipated location for the CPP is mid-way between Kloof main and Kloof 4 shaft central to all 
the resources, water and power supply as well as existing and planned infrastructure, within the Kloof 
Mining Right. The Plant will be developed in phases to eventually treat up to 4 Mt/month of historical 
tailings and current tailings arisings. The CPP will eventually be comprised of: 
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■ Gold Plant Modules; 

■ Float plants and associated infrastructure;  

■ Roasters and associated infrastructure; 

■ Acid plants and associated infrastructure; 

■ Uranium processing plant; 

■ Bulk sulphuric acid storage facility; 

■ Loading facilities for uranium concentrate, bulk sulphuric acid and reagents; 

■ Bulk Water storage facilities; and 

■ Pollution control dams. 

4.1.4 Regional Tailings Storage Facility 
This RTSF has been positioned and sized as a facility that can cater for both 
the tailings generated by the WRTRP as well as other tailings located in the 
region that may be treated through the CPP approximating 1.3 billion tonnes. 
During the PFS the use of the authorised Gold Fields CTSF and the Gold One 
Geluksdal TSF projects were considered for the WRTRP. Following an 
optimisation exercise requiring an ultimate deposition rate of 4 Mt/m and a 
facility to accommodate the tonnage from the district, it was recognised that the 
CTSF and Geluksdal sites alone were insufficient to accommodate the desired tonnage for the 
project, both in deposition rates and in tonnage. The optimal location of the RTSF has been 
positioned between the Gold Fields proposed CTSF and the Cooke Uranium Project’s Geluksdal site, 
an area that has been extensively studied by the WWP and CUP. It is likely that the construction of 
the RTSF will be phased to suit the envisaged tonnage build up. The RTSF will be sized, assessed 
and permitted on the basis of accommodating the long term requirements for the region. 

4.1.5 Return Water Dam and Advanced Water Treatment 
Facility 

The RTSF Return Water Dam (RWD) design and management will be to 
ensure that it is unlikely to spill into any clean water system more than once in 
50 years, given a certain return water and/or water treatment rate. The ultimate 
RWD will require a total storage capacity of at least 3.5 million m3 and is likely 
to have outer wall heights of less than 5 m. A seepage collection and 
stormwater management system will also be provided to intercept and identify 
any leakage.  

The Advanced Water Treatment Facility (AWTF) will use reverse osmosis technology together with 
pH control and a feed crystal source of fine quartz sand to control precipitation and create fine pellets 
which are highly stable and easy to handle. Three stages are used to create an overall water recovery 
of 93% with the solid waste discharged as stable pellets at an approximate water content of only 5%.  
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4.1.6 Water Sources 
A number of water sources have been identified and from which water can 
be supplied to the reclamation operations. The WRTRP has recognised that 
water is a scarce and strategic commodity and hence currently impacted 
mine water will be used preferentially over Rand Water or other higher 
quality sources. Water will be supplied to the reclamation areas from the 
identified sources via water storage facilities. An extensive water balance 
has been undertaken in this regard. Once the impacted mine water, 
supplemented by recovered water from the various thickeners has been 
used in the hydraulic reclamation process, it will find its way to the RTSF. As 
process and rain water builds up in the RTSF it will be drained to the RWD and treated through an 
AWTF. 

 
Figure 1: Tailings reclamation process 

5 Environmental regulatory processes 
Before the proposed WRTRP can proceed, it is required that an EIA process be undertaken in terms 
of environmental legislation. The objective of an EIA is to identify and assess potential impacts that 
the proposed project may have on the biological, physical and social environments. SGL appointed 
Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) as the independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
(EAP) to undertake the EIA process and associated specialist studies for the proposed project. 

5.1 List the applicable legislation for the current project  
The WRTRP requires regulatory applications to be done in terms of specific legislation. These, 
together with the relevant responsible authorities, are provided below.  

For the amendment of existing mining rights held by SGL (see section 4): 

■ Mining Right amendment in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum Resource Development Act, 
2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), Department of Mineral Resources (DMR); 

■ National Environmental Management Act, 1998; (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA), DMR; and 
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■ National Environmental Management: Waste Act (Act No. 59 of 2008), as amended 
(NEM:WA), DMR. 

In addition, the following applications will be made to the relevant competent authorities: 

■ National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998), as amended (NWA), Department of Water and 
Sanitation;  

■ National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act No. 25 of 1999) (NHRA), South African Heritage 
Resources Agency; 

■ National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA), 
West Rand District Municipality; 

■ Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act, 2013 (Act No 16 of 2013), Merafong City 
Local Municipality and Westonaria Local Municipality; and 

■ National Nuclear Regulator Act, 1999 (Act No 47 of 1999), National Nuclear Regulator. 

5.2 Various specialist studies to be undertaken 
To support the EIA process, various specialist studies will be undertaken. The specialist studies 
indicated below will be undertaken and results, mitigation measures and recommendations will be 
shared with stakeholders for comment. 

■ Air quality 
■ Noise 
■ Groundwater 
■ Soils and land capability 
■ Surface water 

■ Aquatics 
■ Traffic 
■ Fauna and flora 
■ Wetlands 
■ Heritage 

■ Topo-visual 
■ Radiology 
■ Macro economics 
■ Socio-economics 

6 Public Participation Process 
Stakeholders affected by or who are interested in the proposed project are invited to register as an 
Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) to become involved in the PPP. Notification will be done by 
means of letters, newpapers advertisements, site notices and telephonic discussions.  

With submission of the four applications (see Section 4) to the DMR, the formal 300-day EIA process 
will be initiated. On the day of submissions the Scoping Reports will also be made available to 
stakeholders for a 30-day comment period. After approximately two months the Impact Assessment 
phase will commence with availability of the EIA Reports for a 30-day comment period. After 
submission of the finalised EIA Reports, a decision about the WRTRP will be received from the DMR 
and I&APs will be informed thereof accordingly. In parallel to the EIA process required by the 
DMR/NEMA, other regulatory applications listed in Section 5.1 above will be processed in order to 
meet a common construction start date. 

Various meetings will be held with stakeholders according to the following upcoming PPP activities: 

■ Availability of Scoping Reports for a 30-day public comment period (September/October 2015); 

■ Stakeholder meetings to be held during the Scoping commenting phase (early October 2015); 

■ Availability of updated reports for public comment (end October 2015); and 
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■ Anticipated commencement of the Impact Assessment phase with stakeholder meetings 
(January/February 2016). 

 

 

Registered I&APs will be informed about availability of reports and scheduled stakeholder meetings 
via their preferred means of communication (SMS, email, post or fax). Comments raised by 

stakeholders will assist in informed decision-making for authorities and provides information to be 
considered by the project team and specialists conducting studies.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESSES FOR SIBANYE GOLD'S PROPOSED WEST RAND 
TAILINGS RETREATMENT PROJECT, GAUTENG PROVINCE 

 

REGISTRATION AND COMMENT FORM 
September 2015 

Registered Inrested and Affected Parties (I&APs) will be informed of ongoing developments via their preferred 
means of communication (SMS, email, post or fax). Relevant Scoping Reports for comment are available between 
15 September and 15 October 2015 on www.digbywells.com (under Public Documents) and various public places, 
as per the announcement letter. Comments raised by I&APs will assist in informed decision-making for authorities 
and provides information to be considered by the project team and specialists conducting the Environmental Impact 
Assessment process. Please register as an I&AP and provide comments by sending this form, or other written 
correspondence, to the contact details provided below: 

Nestus Bredenhann or Vanessa Viljoen of Digby Wells Environmental Stakeholder Engagement Office:  
Fax: 0865835715, Telephone: (011) 789 9495, Postal Address: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125 

Email: nestus.bredenhann@digbywells.com, vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com, or visit website www.digbywells.com
 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2014, promulgated in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, as 
amended, Section 44 (1) requires that we gather comments from I&APs. Please complete the questions below.  Should you require 
assistance in completing these questions please contact the Stakeholder Engagement Office  contact information provided above.  
How do you think the project might impact (affect) you?  

How do you think the project might impact (affect) your socio-economic conditions? (e.g. livelihoods, farm, business, household) 

How can these impacts be managed, avoided and / or fixed?  

Please formally register me as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) Yes No 
I would like to receive my notifications by Email  SMS Post  Fax 
Please indicate which sector you represent and also provide a name 
Government 
Department  

Municipality  
Community  
Non-Government 
Organisation  

Business  
If you are a landowner or land occupier, please indicate which farm(s) and portion(s) you reside on 

Landowner 
 
 

Land occupier 
 
 

Please fill in your contact details below for the project database 
Title, Full Name  
Designation  
Cellphone  Fax  Tel  
Email  
Postal Address  

http://www.digbywells.com/
mailto:nestus.bredenhann@digbywells.com
mailto:vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com
http://www.digbywells.com/
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What is the land being used for?  
 
 
 
 
 
Where are these land uses taking place?  
 
 
 
 
 
Are there any environmental features which we need to be aware of? (e.g. water, heritage sites, rare plants or animals)  
 
 
 
 
 
Where are these found?  
 
 
 
 
 
Do you think the project could impact (affect) infrastructure you might have? (e.g. houses, buildings, roads) 
 
 
 
 
 
If so how can these impacts (affects) be managed, avoided or fixed?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If there are any other stakeholders we should include onto the stakeholder database for the proposed project, 
please provide their contact details. 
Title, Full Name  Title, Full Name  
Organisation  Organisation  
Cellphone  Cellphone  
Email  Email  
   

 

 

  

Signature  Date 
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Project, Gauteng Province 

GOL2376  

 

 

Appendix E: Advertisement 
  



3 September 2015 Carletonville Herald 25

Human Communications 121074

Invitation to Bid
Re-advertisement

Suitably qualified service providers are hereby invited to submit proposals for the following:

Bid No Description Evaluation 
Criteria

Briefing Date, Time and 
Venue

Closing Date 
and Time

Bid Enquiries

WR/
HSD/13/15

Production and Management 
of the OR Tambo Games 2015 
Event 

90/10 4 September 2015
Venue: Bondesio Hall
Time: 10:00 

11 September 
2015 at 11:00

K Mokgothu, tel. 
(011) 411-5258

Bid documents will be available from 26 August 2015 from 07:30 until 15:00, upon payment of a cash non-refundable fee of 
R300.00 per document, at the Cashier’s Office, Municipal Building, cnr 6th and Park Streets, Randfontein.
The compulsory briefing session will take place as per the date, time and venue detailed above.
Submission of Bids:
Bids must be submitted by no later than 11:00 on 11 September 2015. Faxed, e-mailed and late proposals will not be accepted.
By hand: Bid documents and supporting documents must be placed in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the bid number 
and bid description, and deposited in a bid box in the Municipal Building, cnr 6th and Park Streets, Randfontein 1760.
By Post: To reach the Manager: Supply Chain Management, Private Bag X033, Randfontein 1760, in sufficient time for it to be 
placed in the bid box before the closing time.
Opening of Bids
Bids will be opened in public at 11:00 on 11 September 2015.
Bidders must take note of the following: • Bids must only be submitted on the bid documentation provided by the West Rand 
District Municipality • Persons in the service of the State are not allowed to bid; attach certified director’s ID document/s
• Bidders are requested to attach the recent municipal statement of account not in arrears for more than 90 days • Attach valid 
original Tax Clearance Certificate obtainable from SARS • The bid will be evaluated and adjudicated in terms of quality 

assessment stipulated in the Terms of Reference, Preferential Procurement Policy Framework Act, Act No 
5 of 2000, Preferential Procurement Regulations, 2011, Supply Chain Management Regulations and 
Supply Chain Management Policy of the West Rand District Municipality.
Enquiries: Supply Chain matters can be directed to Mihloti Maluleke, tel. (011) 411-5040/5107
MD Mokoena - Municipal Manager

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESSES FOR 
SIBANYE GOLD’S PROPOSED WEST RAND TAILINGS 

RETREATMENT PROJECT, GAUTENG PROVINCE
Sibanye Gold Limited (SGL) is proposing to establish the West Rand Tailings Retreatment Project (WRTRP) 
which is anticipated to be completed over an approximate 25 year timeframe, according to current planning. 
It is located in proximity of Randfontein, Carletonville and Westonaria. In essence the project will focus on 
reclaiming historical gold tailings storage facilities (TSFs) on the West Rand of Johannesburg and removing 
gold and uranium, among others, through a new Central Processing Plant (CPP). The reprocessed tailings 
will be deposited onto the proposed new Regional Tailings Storage Facility (RTSF), utilising new pipeline 
routes and infrastructure. The WRTRP will consolidate the previous Gold Fields West Wits and Rand 
Uranium’s Cooke Uranium retreatment Projects. The WRTRP requires regulatory applications to be carried 
out in terms of a wide range of legislation. 
These, together with the relevant competent authorities, are provided below. 
 ■  Relevant Mining Right amendments in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum Resource Development   
 Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), Department of Mineral Resources (DMR);
 ■  National Environmental Management Act, 1998; (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA), Department of   
 Mineral  Resources;
 ■  National Environmental Management: Waste Act (Act No. 59 of 2008), as amended (NEM:WA),   
 Department of Mineral Resources;
 ■  National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998), as amended (NWA), Department of Water and Sanitation; 
 ■  National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act No. 25 of 1999) (NHRA), South African Heritage   
 Resources Agency;
 ■  National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA), West   
 Rand District Municipality;
 ■  Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act, 2013 (Act No. 16 of 2013), Merafong City Local   
 Municipality and Westonaria Local Municipality; and
 ■  National Nuclear Regulator Act, 1999 (Act No. 47 of 1999), National Nuclear Regulator.
Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) has been appointed by SGL as the independent Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake the Environmental and Impact Assessment (EIA) process 
which will include the completion of specialist studies and a Public Participation process. Submission of 
the applications to the DMR will initiate the formal 300-day EIA process and Scoping Reports will be made 
available to stakeholders simultaneously for a 30-day comment period. The Impact Assessment phase will 
follow starting early in 2016 as part of the overall process.
Anticipating submission of the application in early September, the various Scoping Reports will be available 
for public comment from the sources listed below, for a period of 30 days from Tuesday, 15 September 
to Thursday, 15 October 2015. Please submit any comments you may have on the Scoping Reports to 
Digby Wells within the stipulated timeframe. 

Person Location Contact
Ms Maryna Moolman City of Johannesburg Metropolitan Library (011) 226 0953

Ms Marjorie Faber Randfontein Public Library (011) 411 0075/6
Ms Esme Kuipers Westonaria Public Library (011) 278 3124

Mr Moses Mphahlele Toekomsrus Public Library (011) 412 1025
Mr Lungile Letshekha Fochville Public Library (018) 788 9845

Ms Carol Skuce Carletonville Public Library (018) 788 9539
Ms Tebogo Mampe Bekkersdal Public Library (011) 755 3873

Electronic copies can be obtained from the Digby Wells website under public documents 
(www.digbywells.com/en/public-documents/sibanye-gold-west-rand-tailings-retreatment-project/), 
or in CD format from Vanessa Viljoen on (011) 789 9495.

To further enhance public understanding of the WRTRP, Open House Meetings as indicated below will 
be held to facilitate discussion on the Scoping Reports and to obtain stakeholder comments and inputs. 

Date Time Venue
Wednesday, 7 October 2015 15:00 – 19:00 Westonaria Banquet Hall 

(Cnr Neptunus & Satarnus Street, Westonaria)

Thursday, 8 October 2015 15:00 – 19:00 Carletonville Community Hall (Birly Street, 
GPS: 27° 24′ 6.241″ E, 26° 21′ 21.240″ S)

Stakeholders who want to submit comments, request additional 
information or register as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) 

can use the following contact details: Tel: 011 789 9495, 
Fax: 086 583 5715, Postal: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125, 

Email: vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com or 
nestus.bredenhann@digbywells.com
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

    







 







 
  




      








 





Adele Louw



  
     



   

    




 
     
    

    
     

      
  

   







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Duke, the founder of Remode Sounds
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Eike Park/ Helikon Park/ Culemborg Park — 
The Randfontein Local Municipality handed 
out wheelie bins to residents of Eike Park, He-
likon Park and Culemborg Park last month.

“The initiative is to modernise and stand-
ardise Randfontein’s refuse removal services,” 
Tshidiso Tlharipe, spokesperson for the Rand-
fontein Executive Mayor said.

Randfontein residents always had to gather 
their refuse in black bags and leave it outside 
their houses, but the wheelie bins will make that 
a thing of the past.

Residents gathered in their numbers to collect 
their wheelie bins from the Randfontein Local 
Municipality at both handover locations. 

According to ward councillor Craig Harri-
son, the bins cost R250 in total, which the mu-

nicipality subsidises by 50 per cent. The R250 
serves as a once-off  payment for in case the bin 
becomes damaged.

Residents stood in a queue that became so 
long it began to spiral. 

After residents had presented their documen-
tation, they took their bins back to their homes. 
Some residents’ bins were delivered if  it was too 
far for them to walk. 

The bins were spray-painted with the respec-
tive house numbers.

Mzi Khumalo, Randfontein Executive May-
or was in municipal worker garb overseeing the 
event, making sure everything ran smoothly. 
MMC for Environments, Theresa Kimane as 
well as Harrison were present and impressed by 
the turnout.

Wheelie bins create new bond
MMC for Environments Theresa Kimane with resident Jan Furstenburg, ward councillor Craig Har-
rison and Randfontein Executive Mayor Mzi Khumalo at the wheelie bin handover day.

Greenhills — Spaar, spaar, spaar.
Dit is die boodskap van die organiseerders 
van volgende jaar se Randfontein Skou wat 
van Donderdag 3 Maart tot Sondag 6 Maart 
plaasvind.

Volgens Marcelle Mans, skoukoör-
dineerder het die skoukomitee hul eie “Rand-
fontein Skou Spaarblikkie Projek” geloods 
om kinders en volwassenes te help om in die 
volgende ses maande voor die skou te spaar 
om sodoende meer fondse beskikbaar te hê 
vir die opwindende mallemeuleritte, elke dag 
se top vermaak en smullekker kos.

Spaar is ‘n goeie dissipline en daar is ‘n 
groot beloning. Drie groot, wonderlike 
pryse kan gewen word.

Eerste prys: skoutoegangskaartjies vir ‘n 
familie van vier vir elke dag van die skou – 
waarde R840; tweede prys: skoutoegangs-
kaartjies vir ‘n familie van vier vir twee dae 
van die skou, asook mallemeulekaartjies ter 
waarde van R260 – totale waarde R700; en 
derde prys: mallemeulekaartjies ter waarde 
van R500.

“Ons vier ons 30ste skou en wil dit so ver 
moontlik bekostigbaar maak sodat mense 
die skou meer as een keer kan besoek.

“‘n Register van wie blikkies aangekoop 
het, gaan gehou word vir die gelukstrekking 
wat op 25 Februarie 2016 gedoen gaan word. 
Talle veelkleurige skouspaarblikkies is reeds 
van September 2015 tot 24 Februarie 2016 
teen R15 beskikbaar by die Skoukantoor by 
Greenhills Sportstadion. Kom koop joune 
nou en begin spaar vir die groot feesvier van 
3 tot 6 Maart 2016.”

Vir meer nuus oor die 2016 Randfon-
tein Skou, besoek gerus hul webblad www.
randfonteininfo.co.za of  gesels saam op hul 
Facebook-blad.
• Navrae: Skoukantoor 011 412 2878/1562 
of epos joy@randfonteininfo.co.za.

Spaar nou vir 2016 se skou

Marcelle Mans, skoukoördineerder met veelkleurige 
spaarblikkies. Foto ingestuur.

Finsbury — Charmaine Terblanche was 
crowned �rst princess in the Mrs Gauteng pag-
eant last month at the Rivonia Boulevard.

Charmaine comes from a Randfontein family 
– her father and grandfather grew up in Rand-
fontein and Finsbury.

Last year she was crowned second princess, 
also in the Mrs Gauteng category. 

Mrs Gauteng has surpassed expectations 
with its success, having a very positive impact 
on the unprivileged in the community. The or-
ganisation has been a sponsor of the St Lau-
rence’s Children Home in Roodepoort.

“I entered Mrs Gauteng knowing I want to 
make a difference in the community. I am proud 
to say that I will attempt to use my titles as sec-
ond runner-up 2014 and �rst runner-up 2015 in 
the Mrs Gauteng category to make a difference 
in our community. 

“There is a quote that says ‘It takes people 
with a helping hand to raise and change chil-
dren’s lives’, “ Charmaine said. She lives by this 
quote.

Princess of children’s hearts

Mrs Gauteng first princess 2015, Charmaine 
Terblance.

Connie Mulder’s Mother Teresa
Wilbotsdal — Desiré Brand, a fourth-year di-
etary student at the University of the Free State 
has been dubbed Mother Teresa for making a 
big difference at the Connie Mulder Centre.

The centre accommodates multi disabled 
adults from all race groups, religions and cul-
tures.

In her short time at the centre, exactly four 
days, Desiré not only made some positive 
changes but helped improve the lives of resi-
dents. She also completed her practicals during 
this time.

Desiré scrutinised the centre's existing menu 
and was satis�ed that all 178 residents received 
well-balanced meals. 

With regard to the centre's diabetic residents, 
staff  and day workers, she heeded them to exer-
cise extreme caution with what they consume.

On the topic of healthy eating, she also 

turned her attention to the centre's tunnel veg-
etable farming project where she gave positive 
and valuable information to the keepers of the 
project.

Desiré also engaged in some of the resident's 
group work sessions. Personal hygiene, sexually 
transmitted diseases and interpersonal relations 
were some of the important topics covered in 
the sessions.

Last on the to-do list for the practical was 
a toothpaste and toothbrush handover to the 
centre. These items were donated by employees 
of Nola Foodcorp.

"We really enjoyed having Desiré and are 
looking forward to more students from UFS 
and other universities visiting us in future. 
Many thanks to Nola Foodcorp for their gener-
ous donation," said Fransie Hulme, PA to Con-
nie Mulder's chief  executive of�cer.

More photos
randfonteinherald.co.za
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Horison — It has been four weeks since I start-
ed training at the Horizon Karate Centre on 
Ontdekkers Road. Under sensei Wendy Wannen-
berg, I slowly have learned about karate.

While it may not be easy and my body may 
take some time to learn the techniques, I am en-
joying each class I participate in.

However, I doubt I can say the same about 
last week’s class.

After our regular warm-ups, sensei Wendy 
took to the mat and instructed us to � nd a part-
ner. She then fetched a punching bag.

We were to punch the bag 10 times with our 
right � st then swap the bag with our partner, 
then punch the bag 10 times with the left � st.

This would not have been a problem, how-
ever, we had to start in the gedan barai, also 
known as downward block stance, and measure 
our distance from the bag.

After punching the bag until my knuckles 
started changing colour, we then put the punch-
ing bag on the � oor between myself  and my 
partner.

We were required to jump on top of the bag, 
then back down into a push-up position 20 
times. Halfway through, I already could hear 
the sirens from an ambulance hurrying to my 
rescue as my body felt broken.

This was not the end as we then had 
to stand in the zenkutsu dachi position, 
known as the front stance, and practised 
until my legs felt numb.

But we were not done yet as we were 
given small cones to put on our heads for 
balance and practise mae geri, known 
as the front kick, without dropping a 
cone.

I can state proudly that my cone 
dropped only once and that is after 

my kicks became � ercer. We had to lie on our 
stomachs and backs then squat, all while bal-
ancing the cone on our heads.

By the time the session ended, my body felt 
like an alien had taken over as my wobbly legs 
carried me to my car, ready to go home.

My body may have hurt but I had a huge 
smile on my face.

“Today’s class was predominantly basics 
with a lot of conditioning built into it. If  you 
think about those who now are doing cross� t, 
in essence we’ve been doing cross� t in a dojo for 
the last 100 years. It’s our � tness training. Bag 
work is very important so that what we train we 
can apply and use our strengths to its 
fullest,” said sensei Wendy.

Hope Kotze, 
one of my fi rst 
instructors. 
Photo: Sonwabile 
Antonie.

Sonwabile AntonieSonwabile Antonie
Onwards broken body
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Appendix F: Site Notice Report and Map  



SITE NOTICES 
Site notices placed at publically accessible places on Tuesday and Wednesday, 8 & 9 

September 2015 

 

 
 

SIBANYE GOLD (PTY) LTD 

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESSES FOR SIBANYE GOLD'S PROPOSED 
WEST RAND TAILINGS RETREATMENT PROJECT, GAUTENG PROVINCE 

 

Public Place Coordinates / 
Location 

Photo 

(01) - Carletonville 
Public Library 
 
At reception desk 
 

Cnr Celestine and 
Emerald Streets, 
Carletonville 
 
26°21'20.03"S 
27°24'4.32"E 

 
(02) - Window of 007 
Fast Food and Take 
Aways, next to Absa 
ATMs. 
 

2 Annan Road, 
Carletonville 
 
26°22'22.67"S 
27°24'24.48"E 

 
(03) - on fence along 
R501 

26°22'2.84"S 
27°26'8.49"E 

 



(04) - on pillar of old 
Moce stores building, 
next to water tank 

26°25'2.39"S 
27°26'14.47"E 

 

 
(05) - Fochville Public 
Library 
 
Site notice: on notice 
board in foyer near 
library entrance 
 
Public documents: on 
small deck in front of 
reception 

28 Froneman Street, 
Fochville   
 
26°28'36.43"S  
27°29'41.63"E 
 

 

 
(06) - on fence at 
intersection 

26°29'33.03"S 
27°32'25.23"E 

 
(07) - on fence next to 
road leading to 
Kalbasfontein 

26°28'15.17"S 
27°37'5.20"E 

 
(08) - on fence on road 
leading to 
Kalbasfontein 

26°28'50.29"S 
27°38'18.41"E 

 



(09) - on Vaalrivier R.C 
notice board near old 
Kalbasfontein 
Algemene Handelaar 

26°29'42.83"S 
27°41'5.51"E 

 
(010) - On fence along 
N12 

26°24'32.41"S 
27°33'10.12"E 

 
(011) - on fence pole 
next to Corobrik 
Driefontein Brick 
factory Sign 

26°21'32.62"S 
27°31'22.12"E 

 
(012) - on a tree 
alongside the R559 

26°18'43.95"S 
27°31'45.56"E 

 
(013) - on wall of MS 
Supermarket Spaza 
shop 

26°16'25.89"S 
27°47'13.95"E 

 



(014) - on apollo light 
entrance to Sibanye 
Cooke 1 operations 
along R559 

26°15'2.55"S 
27°44'17.90"E 

 
(015) - Spaza shop 26°13'28.12"S 

27°42'39.74"E 

 
(016) - Toekomsrus 
Public Library 
 
Reception Desk 

1492 Orange River 
Street, Randfontein 
 
26°12'15.19"S 
27°42'25.47"E 

 
(017) - Site notice: on 
notice board in foyer 
near library entrance 
 
Public documents: on 
small deck in front of 
reception 

Cnr Stubb and 
Sutherland Streets,  
Randfontein 
        
26°10'54.21"S 
27°42'1.00"E 



 
(018) - Bekkersdal 
Public Library 
 
Reception Desk 

2525 Godlo Street, 
Bekkersdal 
 
26°17'11.73"S 
27°42'11.01"E 

 
(019)-  Westonaria 
Public Library 
 
On desk across from 
Reception Desk 

Cnr 2 Neptune & 
Saturanus Streets, 
Westonaria 
 
26°19'49.31"S 
27°39'9.52"E 

 
(020) - Kos-Mos 
Padstal 
 
Wall outside near 
entrance alongside the 
R501 

26°21'56.74"S 
27°35'10.42"E 

 



(021) - Glensave 
supermarket on wall 
outside near entrance 

26°23'24.43"S 
27°36'58.09"E 

(022) - on tree 
alongside road 

26°23'44.62"S 
27°38'52.86"E 

(023) - On wall near 
entrance to Peters 
Garage alongside R28 

26°24'11.29"S 
27°42'21.89"E 

(024) - on pole at 
entrance to Kraal 
alongside the N12 
Moroka Bypass 

26°20'7.43"S 
27°41'39.00"E 



 

(025) - City of 
Johannesburg 
Metropolitan Library 
 
Entrance Foyer notice 
board and public 
documents on 
reception deck 

Cnr Market Street & 
Fraser Streets, 
Johannesburg 
 
26°12'17.44"S 
28° 2'18.22"E 
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