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No 82 Lion Street (Erf 2977) is located on the Signal hill side of Lion Street, 
on the Southern edge of the Bo-Kaap. It is a beautiful free-standing, 
early 20th century Victorian house. (exact date unknown) Whilst its 
main, Lion Street facade has been well preserved and is pretty much 
in tact - its interior, and the back section of the house has been add-
ed to numerous times over the years. 
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Lion Street Facade

The propsed renovation has been developed through thorough dis-
cussion and in consultation with the Heritage Department at the City 
of Cape Town. Our intention is to keep the wonderful character of 
the house, to get rid of some of the more unsightly later additions, 
to modernise the kitchen and bathrooms, and to add a study on 
the north western edge, where the light and weather conditions are 
ideal. 

We intend to keep the existing Lion Street facade as it is. The sash win-
dows needs repairing, the timber shutters needs maintenance, and 
some of the timber handrail elements needs replacing. All elements 
to be sanded down and repainted. 

The only visible change would be the removal of one of the exist-
ing chimneys, and its replacement with a new flue, connected to a 
new wood-burning stove inside. The more ornate, and older chimney 
to remain. Upon inspection inside the roof, the base of the northern 

View inside the roof, looking at the existing, northern chimney. 



to remain. Upon inspection inside the roof, the base of the northern 
chimney seems to be crumbling. It is for safety, aesthetic and space 
planning reasons that the chimney would thus be removed.

The existing roof structure will remain as it is. The chimney will be re-
moved, starting from the outside, removed brick by brick, and with 
proper support struts, as discussed with the structural engineer.

Towards the back of the site, a number of later additions will be de-
molished. This is currently a storeroom and bathroom that was added 
in 1980.   

Portion to be demolished 



Existing storeroom and bathroom at the back of the site demolished. These struc-
tures were added in 1980.

Existing storeroom and bathroom at the back of the site demolished. These struc-
tures were added in 1980 and has no historical, or other value. Once removed, 
North Eastern sunlight can penetrate the new outside area /courtyard outside the 
new sliding door. 



Existing bathroom to be demolished.  

Existing bathroom to be demolished.  



View of the site from Military Street. The back fence will be removed, so that only 
the boundary wall remains. 

Existing carport to be removed. Carport to stay in existing position. New slab over, 
with new study on top. The new study on the first storey will capitalise on the North 
Eastern sunlight and daylight. It was also act as boundary wall to the Southern 
edge of the site. The existing lean-to roof will be removed.



The new study on the first floor will reflect the surrounding Bo-Kaap ar-
chitecture. It is set back from the existing pitched roof of the original 
house, and appears to be a seperate dwelling, thus maintaining the 
fine grain urban texture of the surrounding area. 

New study on South Western edge of site

New study to have new roof, seperate from historical house. 



The existing brown aluminium window on the South Western eleva-
tion will be replaced by three long vertical windows. Openings on 
the Western facade is intentionally kept small: for heat gain,  security  
and privacy reasons. The building sits right on the site boundary to 
the West - these windows are thus right on the pavement of Military  
Street. Structurally it is also easier to build long vertical windows into 
the existing historic wall. The ornate chimney will remain. 



To get up to the new first floor study, a staircase with enough head-
space is required on the North Eastern edge. The existing lean-to roof 
(which was added after the original house was built) is removed. The 
existing double skin exterior wall is extended and fitted with high level 
windows in order to get more light into the new kitchen. 

Work on the existing North Eastern facade is remedial - The rotten windows are 
replaced by similar looking ones, and the plumbing is simplified/neatened/boxed 
out. 



The interior arrangement of rooms are shuffled to take advantage 
of the incredible southern view and to create a better flow between 
spaces. The existing living room is dark and right in the middle of the 
house. The Northern half of the house becomes the living/dining 
kitchen wing, while the southern side becomes the bedrooms and 
bathrooms wing. A new wall is built in line with a previous wall that 
was demolished, to enclose two new bathrooms. Existing bedrooms 

Existing living area
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on either side remain. The existing bedroom as one enters to the right  
becomes the new living area. A more open plan is created through  
enlarging its door opening and puncturing the existing bedroom walls 
to create a link to the kitchen. The new (more efficient) wood burning 
stove forms the centre of the room. The existing kitchen is opened up 
and rearranged mostly along the eastern wall. While the plan



becomes more fluid, with freer circulation and the opportunity for 
cross ventilation, remnants of the old walls remain in the form of nibs 
that stick out, beams over spaces, and walls that partly remain in or-
der to have wall space for furniture and artwork. 

A new sliding door opens up to the new yard to the North. While 
a long vertical, fixed window, in the same proportions as the exist-
ing front door, mirrors the front door, enabling visitors to see straight 
through the house upon arrival. 

Existing kitchen. To remain in same position in the house, but fittings and surfaces 
modernised. Link created between the kitchen and the new dining and living ar-
eas. 



Existing lounge. New bathrooms built in this zone, with a new wall on the line of a 
previous wall. (nibs, beam and foundations visible)



Architectural features such as the heavy architraves and arch over the corridor to 
be retained. 

Front bedroom to become new living area to take advantage of the big sash win-
dows and views towards Table Mountain. Sash windows and timber shutters to be 
restored and retained. 



Sash windows, timber shutters and original timber balustrading to be repaired and 
retained.  



Existing ceiling removed to reveal higher original timber ceiling. Timber ceiling to be 
repared where possible. 

Original timber ceiling hidden above newer, lower ceiling. Lower ceiling removed. 



In conclusion - the goal of this renovation is to retain the character of 
this sweet little Victorian Bo-Kaap house, yet to update its space to 
suit a modern way of living. Care has been taken to maximise the im-
pact of unique features such as the high ceilings, architraves, arches 
and timber floors. Unsightly additions are stripped and demolished, 
and the new additions are proposed to be sensitive to its historic sur-
roundings. 
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Appendix 3: Existing Plans






