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        View from belfry - see striped stoep roof of Medical Officers house. Note also the park to the south of the building. 
         BRN 146292: Elsa Witt's albums: miscellaneous (circa 1920) 
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Medical officer's residence from cricket field  
BRN 146292: Elsa Witt's albums: sport (circa 1920) 
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Painting by GM Smith 1872 with annotations by Elsa de Witt (SA Library)   
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'Village' showing close up of medical officers house with croquet court in front  
Elsa Witt Album BRN 146292 (circa 1920) 
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1846. Layout plan of the hospital 
buildings on Robben Island by Major 
Wolfe with doctor’s house on the right. 
The site is drawn as a rectangle and lies 
diagonally opposite the church. (CO 
4372/no. 17) 
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1858. Sketch showing layout of hospital buildings. Side of surgeon superintendent’s quarters shown on the right (CO729/no 226) 
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1890. Plan showing drains and water leadings. Surgeon’s property (buildings and gardens) are shown. Since 1846 the backyard has been extended 
on the east side. The building opposite has also been extended. There are additional structures on the north side. A wall extends around the 
property. A diagonal path leads up to the house. A stoep encircles the front of the house on three sides. (M3/528) 
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1894. Large sketch map showing the Medical Superintendent’s house (M2/2062) 
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1914. Robben Island Water Supply map. Medical superintendent’s house indicated. Park to south, tennis court to north and cricket ground to east. 
Diagonal path leads to circular bed in front of house. Stoep on south side partly enclosed. Addition on northeast corner. Backyard additions. Ring 
and enclosures on north side (General Moodie) 
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1931. Plan showing “buildings for sale”. Site no 29 Medical Officer’s residence ringed not to be demolished. The outline of the property is similar to 
1914, (General Moodie) 
 



18 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1940. Robben Island, Secret copy no 7, CA/5/1, SA Airforce 20.3.20. Scale 1/5000. Map belonged to General Moodie who lived in the medical 
superintendent’s house as commanding offer (then major) during the war and for a few years afterwards. He says beautiful garden ruined by Prison’s 
Dept and grave in garden has disappeared . Roof construction replaced and false gable built by Prison’s Dept. Large cellars underground. Rim 
database record him as mentioning bay windows at left of house and access to attic room.  
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1980. Section of Prison Dept map showing clubhouse marked “kantein” with tennis court (old NMC files: 3k/RobE/1/3/ (WC Box 305) 
 


