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3 May 2016 
 
Dear Interested and/or Affected Party 
 
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON  
9 JULY 2014 FOR THE PROPOSED 75MW PV4 PHOTOVOLTAIC ENERGY PLANT ON THE 
FARM HOEKPLAAS NO. 146 NEAR COPPERTON, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE (DEA 
REFERENCE NO.: 14/12/16/3/3/2/495/AM2)  
 
This letter serves to notify all registered Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) of the Department 
of Environmental Affairs’ (DEA) decision in respect of the application for amendment of the 
Environmental Authorisation issued on 9 July 2014 for the proposed 75MW PV4 Photovoltaic 
energy plant on the Farm Hoekplaas No. 146 near Copperton, Northern Cape Province. 
Furthermore, the provisions regarding the submission of appeals that are contained in the National 
Environmental Management Act (NEMA) (No. 107 of 1998) Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) Regulations (2014) are also outlined herein, should an I&AP wish to appeal DEA’s decision.    
 
1. Decision 
 
We wish to inform you that, based on a review of the reason submitted by Hoekplaas Solar PV 
Four (Pty) Ltd for requesting an amendment to the abovementioned Environmental Authorisation 
(EA) (i.e. an amendment to the property description) 1, the DEA, in terms of Chapter 5 of the EIA 
Regulations, 2014, has decided to amend the EA dated 9 July 2014 as follows:  
 
Amendment 1: Amendment to the property details of the EA: 

 
 The title on Page 1 of the EA 

 
From:  

 
"75MW PV4 Photovoltaic Energy Plant on the Farm Hoekplaas (Remainder of Farm No. 146) 
near Copperton, Northern Cape Province” 

 
 

                                                      
1 It had been brought to the Applicant’s attention that the property description included in the EA for the 
project did not correlate entirely with the property description in the lease agreement/s and title deed for the 
affected property. In this regard, the EA referred to “Farm Hoekplaas (Remainder of Farm No. 146)”, whilst 
the lease and Title Deed refers to “The Farm Hoekplaas No. 146”. The Applicant therefore applied for the 
property description in the EA to be amended from “Farm Hoekplaas (Remainder of Farm No. 146) to “The 
Farm Hoekplaas No. 146”. The amendment does not affect the development footprint of the proposed 
project, as the correct property was assessed in the EIA (albeit that the property was incorrectly described as 
Farm Hoekplaas (Remainder of Farm No. 146) instead of “The Farm Hoekplaas No. 146”). 
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To:  
 

"75MW PV4 Photovoltaic Energy Plant on the Farm Hoekplaas No. 146 near Copperton, 
Northern Cape Province” 

 
 The table on Page 1 of the EA 

 
From: 
 
"Farm Hoekplaas (Remainder of Farm No. 146) Siyathemba Local Municipality Pixley ka 
Seme District Municipality Northern Cape Province” 
 
To:  
 
"Farm Hoekplaas No. 146 Siyathemba Local Municipality Pixley ka Seme District Municipality 
Northern Cape Province” 

 
 The table on Page 5 of the EA 

 
From: 
 
"On farm Hoekplaas (Remainder of Farm No. 146) near Copperton” 
 
To:  
 
"On Farm Hoekplaas No. 146 near Copperton” 

 
 Page 5 of the EA 

 
From: 
 
"- for the proposed 75MW PV4 Photovoltaic Energy Plant on the Farm Hoekplaas (Remainder 
of Farm No. 146) near Copperton, Northern Cape Province, hereafter referred to as “the 
property”.” 
 
To:  
 
"- for the proposed 75MW PV4 Photovoltaic Energy Plant on Farm Hoekplaas No. 146 near 
Copperton, Northern Cape Province, hereafter referred to as “the property”.” 
 

 Condition 1 on Page 5 of the EA 
 

From: 
 
"The preferred site and associated infrastructure on the farm Hoekplaas (Remainder of Farm 
No. 146) near Copperton in the Northern Cape Province are approved.” 
 
To:  
 
“The preferred site and associated infrastructure on Farm Hoekplaas No. 146 near Copperton 
in the Northern Cape Province are approved.”  
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DEA’s amendment to the EA is included in Annexure A herewith for your information2.  
 
2. Right to appeal 
 
We would like to draw your attention to your right to appeal against the decision to the Minister in 
terms of Chapter 2 of Government Notice No. R993 of the NEMA EIA Regulations (2014), which 
prescribes the appeal procedure to be followed.  
 
An appellant must submit an appeal to the appeal administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the 
Applicant (i.e. Hoekplaas Solar PV Four (Pty)), any registered Interested and Affected Party and 
any organ of state with interest in the matter within 20 days from the date that the notification of the 
decision was sent to the applicant by the competent authority. 
 

By post: Private Bag X447, 
Pretoria, 0001; or 

 
By hand: Environment House 

473 Steve Biko, 
Arcadia, Pretoria, 
0083 

 
Appeals must be submitted in writing to: 
Mr Z Hassam, Director: Appeals and Legal Review, of DEA at the above mentioned addresses. Mr 
Hassam can also be contacted at: Tel (012) 399 9356 Email: 
Appealsdirectorate@environment.gov.za. 
 
An appeal submitted to the Minister must comply with the requirements of Chapter 2 of the EIA 
Regulations (2014) (refer to Annexure B herewith, for your convenience). 
 
Should you require any further information or have any queries, please contact the undersigned. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
NICOLE HOLLAND (Pr. Sci. Nat.) 
For: Holland & Associates - Environmental Consultants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
2 Note: the proposed amendment letter from DEA dated 25 April 2016 must be read in conjunction with the 
EA dated 9 July 2014, as amended. Copies of the aforementioned EA (dated 9 July 2014), are available 
from Nicole Holland of Holland & Associates Environmental Consultants on request. 
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3 Mei 2016 
 
Geagte Belanghebbende en/of Geaffekteerde Party 
 
WYSIGING VAN DIE OMGEWINGSMAGTIGING UITGEREIK OP 9 JULIE 2014 VIR DIE 
VOORGESTELDE 75MW PV4 FOTOVOLTAÏESE ENERGIE PLANT OP DIE PLAAS 
HOEKPLAAS NR. 146 NABY COPPERTON, NOORD-KAAPPROVINSIE (DOS 
VERWYSINGSNR: 14/12/16/3/3/2/495/AM2) 
 
Die doel van hierdie brief is om alle geregistreerde Belanghebbende en Geaffekteerde Partye 
(B&GPe) in te lig oor die Departement van Omgewingsake (DOS) se besluit rakende die aansoek 
vir ‘n wysiging van die Omgewingsmagtiging (OM) wat op 9 Julie 2014 uitgereik is vir die 
voorgestelde 75MW PV4 fotovoltaïese energie plant op die Plaas Hoekplaas Nr. 146 naby 
Copperton, Noord-Kaapprovinsie. Die voorwaardes vir die indiening van ‘n appèl kragtens die 
Nasionale Wet op Omgewingsbestuur (Nr. 107 van 1998) (NEMA) se Regulasies (2014) vir 
Omgewingsinvloedbepalings (OIB) word ook hierin uiteengesit, sou ‘n B&GP teen die besluit wil 
appelleer. 
 
1. Besluit 
 
Ons wil u graag in kennis stel dat, op grond van ‘n oorsig van die redes wat Hoekplaas Solar PV 
Four (Edms) Bpk voorgelê het as deel van die aansoek om bogenoemde Omgewingsmagtiging 
(OM) te wysig (i.e. ‘n aansoek vir die uitstel van die eiendomsbesonderhede)1, die DOS, in terme 
van Hoofstuk 5 van die OIB-regulasies, 2014, besluit het om die OM gedateer 9 Julie 2014 as 
volg te wysig: 
 
Wysiging 1: Wysiging aan eiendomsbesonderhede van die OM: 

 
 Die titel op Bladsy 1 van die OM 

 
Van:  

 
                                                      
1 Dit is onder die Applikant se aandag gebring dat die eiendombeskrywing in die projek se OM nie heeltemal ooreenstem 
met die eiendombeskrywing in die huurooreenkoms(te) en titelaktes van die geaffekteerde eiendom nie.  Die OM verwys 
byvoorbeeld na “Plaas Hoekplaas (Restant van Plaas Nr 146)”, terwyl die huurooreenkoms en titelakte dit as “Die Plaas 
Hoekplaas Nr 146” beskryf.  Die Applikant het daarom aansoek gedoen om die die eiendombeskrywing in die OM te 
verander sodat dit ooreenstem met die wettige eiendombeskrywing soos in die Titelakte vervat: m.a.w. vanaf “Plaas 
Hoekplaas (Restant van Plaas Nr 146)” na “Die Plaas Hoekplaas Nr 146”. Die wysiging het geen invloed op die 
ontwikkelingsvoetspoor van die voorgestelde projek nie, aangesien die korrekte eiendom in die OIB beoordeel is 
(alhoewel die eiendom foutiewelik as Plaas Hoekplaas (Restant van Plaas Nr 146) aangedui is, instede van “Die Plaas 
Hoekplaas Nr 146”. 
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"75MW PV4 Fotovoltaïese Energie Plant op die Plaas Hoekplaas (Restant van Plaas Nr. 146) 
naby Copperton, Noord-Kaapprovinsie” 
 
Na:  

 
"75MW PV4 Fotovoltaïese Energie Plant op die Plaas Hoekplaas Nr 146 naby Copperton, 
Noord-Kaapprovinsie” 

 
 Die tafel op Bladsy 1 van die OM 

 
Van: 
 
"Plaas Hoekplaas (Restant van Plaas Nr. 146) Siyathemba Plaaslikemunisipaliteit Pixley ka 
Seme Distriksmunisipaliteit Noord-Kaapprovinsie” 
 
Na:  
 
"Plaas Hoekplaas Nr 146 Siyathemba Plaaslikemunisipaliteit Pixley ka Seme 
Distriksmunisipaliteit Noord-Kaapprovinsie” 

 
 Die tafel op Bladsy 5 van die OM 

 
Van: 
 
"Op Plaas Hoekplaas (Restant van Plaas Nr 146) naby Copperton” 
 
Na:  
 
"Op Plaas Hoekplaas Nr 146 naby Copperton” 

 
 Bladsy 5 van die OM 

 
Van: 
 
"- vir die voorgestelde 75MW PV4 Fotovoltaïese Energie Plant op die Plaas Hoekplaas 
(Restant van Plaas Nr 146) naby Copperton, Noord-Kaapprovinsie, hierna “die eiendom” 
genoem.” 
 
Na:  
 
"- vir die voorgestelde 75MW PV4 Fotovoltaïese Energie Plant op die Plaas Hoekplaas Nr 146 
naby Copperton, Noord-Kaapprovinsie, hierna “die eiendom” genoem.” 
 

 Toestand 1 op Bladsy 5 van die OM 
 

Van: 
 
"Die voorkeur webwerf en verwante infrastruktuur op die Plaas Hoekplaas (Restant van Plaas 
Nr 146) naby Copperton in die Noord-Kaapprovinsie goedgekeur is.” 
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Na:  
 
“Die voorkeur webwerf en verwante infrastruktuur op die Plaas Hoekplaas Nr 146 naby 
Copperton in die Noord-Kaapprovinsie goedgekeur is.” 
 

Die DOS se wysiging aan die OM is vir u inligting2 as Bylae A tot hierdie brief ingesluit. 
 
2. Reg tot appèl 
 
Ons wil graag u aandag vestig op u reg om teen hierdie besluit te appelleer. Sodanige appèl moet 
kragtens Hoofstuk 2 van Goewermentskennisgewing Nr R993 van die NEMA se OIB-regulasies 
(2014), waarin die prosedure vir sodanige appèl uiteengesit word, by die Minister ingedien word. 
 
‘n Persoon wat appelleer moet binne 20 dae vanaf die datum waarop die besluit deur die 
bevoegde owerheid aan die applikant (dws Hoekplaas Solar PV Four (Edms) Bpk.) gestuur is, ‘n 
appel ‘n appèl by die appèladministrateur indien en ‘n afskrif daarvan aan die Applikant voorsien, 
asook aan elke geregistreerde Belanghebbende en Geaffekteerde Party (B&GP) en enige 
staatsinstansie wat ‘n belang daarby het. 
 

Per pos: Privaatsak X447, 
Pretoria, 0001; of 

 
Per hand: Environment House 

Stevebikostraat 473, 
Arcadia, Pretoria 

 
Appèlle moet skriftelik ingedien word by: 
Mnr Z Hassam, Direkteur: Appèlle en Regsoorsig van die DOS en wel by enige van die bostaande 
adresse. U kan ook met mnr Hassam in verbinding tree by Tel: (012) 399-9356 of E-pos: 
Appealsdirectorate@environment.gov.za. 
 
Enige appèl wat by die Minister ingedien word, moet voldoen aan die vereistes van die Nasionale 
Appèlregulasies (verwys na Bylae B wat vir u gerief hierby ingesluit is). 
 
Tree asb met onderstaande in verbinding indien u enige verdere navrae het of inligting verlang. 
 
Die uwe 
 
 
 
 
NICOLE HOLLAND (Pr. Sci. Nat.) 
For: Holland & Associates - Environmental Consultants 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
2 Nota: die voorgestelde gewysigde OM vanaf die DOS gedateer 25 April 2016 moet gelees word in oorleg met die OM 
gedateer 9 Julie 2014, soos gewysig. Afskrifte van genoemde OM (gedateer 9 Julie 2014), is op versoek beskikbaar 
vanaf Nicole Holland van Holland & Associates Omgewingskonsultante. 



   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNEXURE A: 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS’ AMENDMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

AUTHORISATION – 25 APRIL 2016 
 

BYLAE A: 
DEPARTEMENT VAN OMGEWINGSAKE SE WYSIGING VAN DIE OMGEWINGSMAGTIGING – 

25 APRIL 2016 









  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNEXURE B 
NATIONAL APPEAL REGULATIONS (GN R. 993) 

 
BYLAE B 

NASIONALE APPÈLREGULASIES (GK R. 993) 
 
 
 




















