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Teargas, bullets fly in
Eldorado Park riots
Four residents arrested
for public violence

By Emile Bosch

Members of the Eldorado Park
community, south of Johan-
nesburg, yesterday clashed vi-
olently with police as they
were protesting  the death  of a
16-year-old disabled boy.

The teenager passed away
on Wednesday night after al-
legedly being shot and killed
by a police officer.

Community member Majiet
Amien was disgusted by the
i ncident.

“He was standing there in-
nocently and they shot him at
short range. It’s wrong,”
Amien said.

Public protection police re-
sponded to the mob with rub-
ber bullets and teargas.

Members of the community
attacked police officers with
rocks and bottles. In one in-
stance, live ammunition was
fired at police officers, while
they were sweeping a block of
f lats.

Gauteng SAPS head of com-
munication Brig Mathapelo
Peters said the Independent
Police Investigative Direc-
torate, the police watchdog, is
investigating the incident.

Four community members
were arrested for public vio-
lence, after at least three police
officers were injured during
the protest.

Three police vehicles were
also damaged in the process.

Community members have
vowed to continue protesting
until police brutality in the
area is addressed.

“If these people of SAPS do
not come here now, we are go-
ing to  do the  same as  what is
happening in the United
S tates,” Amien said.

Parts of the US have seen vi-
olent protests this week follow-
ing the shooting of 29-year-old
African-American Jacob
Blake, who  was shot  at the
weekend in front of his three
children who were in the car.

The much-publicised inci-
dent occurred in Kenosha,
Wisconsin, on Sunday, as offi-
cers were attempting to arrest
Blake over a domestic violence
d ispute.
■ See page 19

A man throws a stone at a police Inyala (armoured vehicle) during a protest demanding that police
account for the death of a teenage boy who was allegedly shot by them. REUTERS /Siphiwe Sibeko

Court bid for board’s return fails
Sisulu fired nine of Umgeni
Water board members

By Mpumzi Zuzile

The Pietermaritzburg High
Court this week dismissed
with costs an urgent applica-
tion by  nine former Umgeni
Water board members to have
their terminations reversed.

The nine also wanted the in-
terim board interdicted from
assuming office and perform-
ing its functions..

The nine former board
members also wanted the
court to interdict human set-
tlements, water and sanitation
minister Lindiwe Sisulu’s de-
cision to appoint the interim
board and to declare their dis-
missal unlawful.

Sisu lu’s office welcomed the
cour t’s decision.

Members of the former
board, whose appointments

were terminated on July 31,
had brought  a motion before
the court, seeking an urgent
interdic t.

“The judge did not see how
the minister in exercising her
legally empowered duties
could cause irreparable harm
to the former members,” s aid
Sisu lu’s spokesperson Yonela
Di ko.

Diko said Sisulu hoped that
this judgment served as a clear
message to all who serve in the
public institutions, regardless
of level, that they all serve the
people of SA and implement
the policies of the government.

“Water and sanitation
services are a critical catalyst
for economic growth and de-
velopment, making this sector
crucial for service delivery in
the country, and to this end the
water boards play a vital role
in the  supply of water  and wa-
ter resource management.”

Former board members

Visvin Reddy, Siboniso Sha-
balala, William Mapena, Tebo-
ho Nkhahle, Nompumelelo
Chamane, Mbali Ndlovu, Si-
monsenkosi Chamane, Sule-
man Badat and Thandwa
Mthembu brought an applica-
tion against the minister.

Sisulu had said the reason
for disbanding the board was
because of the failure of previ-
ous minister Gugile Nkwinti
to obtain cabinet approval be-
fore appointing the board.

In his ruling, judge Pieter
Bezuidenhout said: “There is
no irreparable harm if the in-
terdict is not granted as the on-
ly issue is that of remunera-
tion, which I have dealt with,
and the balance of conve-
nience, which is not in appli-
c ants’ f avou r.

“I am satisfied that the appli-
cants have failed to make out a
case for the interim relief
which is sought in the notice of
mo tion.” – T i mes LIVE
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