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Kromdraai A and are sites situated within 2 kilometres east of Sterkfontein in the Cradle of
Humankind World Heritage Site. Kromdraai B is important as a hominid site where both
Paranthropus robustus and Early Homo are represented. Kromdraai A has not yielded hominids
but a hominid presence is reflected by the fact that stone artefacts occur there.

The list of 37 publications regarding Kromdraai A and B since 1992 (Thackeray et al), listed in
Table 1, reflects the sustained work on Kromdraai in the field and in the laboratory, in
collaboration with South African and overseas institutions. The fieldwork involved excavations
at both Kromdraai A and B using a grid established by Vrba. New hominid material was
discovered from Kromdraai B.

The artefacts from Kromdraai A and B including polyhedral cores of the kind found at Olduvai
Bed I. Dates at Kromdraai B include the beginning of the Olduvai Event at 1.95 million years
BP, based on palaeomagnetism and fauna. It is believed that all deposits from Kromdraai A,
with reversed magnetic polarity, predate 1.8 million years B.P.

A survey of the caves at Kromdraai is currently being undertaken, and there are plans to continue
excavation. A monograph is to be compiled, edited by Jose Braga and Francis Thackeray.

An application is made for a permit to renew excavations and fieldwork at Kromdraai beyond
March 2012.
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