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SUMMARY

During 2011 Archaetnos cc was requested by Cawaléamstruction Co. to
undertake an HIA (AE11116 — November 2011) on podiof the farms Bultfontein
533, Nietgedacht 534 and Nooitgedacht 535JQ neasdra. An Industrial
development (Lanseria Commercial Crossing) is bamdertaken. During the HIA a
number of grave sites (6 in total) were recorded #ould be impacted on by the
development and it was recommended that the gitaveshumed and relocated after
following all due legal processes. Three of thetes $G1, G2 and G6) were to be
directly impacted and the client then appointedh&etnos (in conjunction with
AVBOB Johannesburg) to undertake the grave invastig, exhumation and
relocation process as well. SAHRA concurred with ilcommendations and
requested that a permit be applied for.

A permit from SAHRA (BG/12/10/001/87) was obtaireattl used for this purpose
after all processes were followed (newspaper adeenents, social consultation and
consents obtained from family members). A totab®fgraves, of which most were
unknown in terms of identity and age, were invegtd during the exhumation work
in November 2012. The family members of the idédiideceased were present
during the work undertaken. All the graves (excégtat will be reburied at
Majakaneng near Brits) will be reburied at the WeaeCemetery in Midrand.

This report discusses the results of the investigatand exhumations. The required
work was completed successfully and the developremtherefore continue, taking
cognizance of the recommendations given at the end.
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A REPORT ON THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION, EXHUM ATION
AND RELOCATION OF A NUMBER OF BURIALS IMPACTED ON B Y THE
LANSERIA COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT
ON BULTFONTEIN 533JQ & NOOITGEDACHT 535JQ,
NEAR LANSERIA, GAUTENG

INTRODUCTION

During 2011 Archaetnos cc was requested by Cawaléomstruction Co. to undertake an
HIA (AE11116 — November 2011) on portions of therfa Bultfontein 533, Nietgedacht
534 and Nooitgedacht 535JQ near Lanseria. An Indlisievelopment (Lanseria
Commercial Crossing) is being undertaken. DurirgghihA a number of grave sites (6 in
total) were recorded that would be impacted onhigydevelopment and it was
recommended that the graves be exhumed and redoafiés following all due legal
processes. Three of these sites (G1, G2 and G@)tadae directly impacted and the
client then appointed Archaetnos (in conjunctiothwiVBOB Johannesburg) to
undertake the grave investigation, exhumation afatation process as well. SAHRA
concurred with the recommendations and requestgdthermit be applied for.

A permit from SAHRA (BG/12/10/001/87) was obtairead used for this purpose after
all processes were followed (newspaper advertisesnsocial consultation and consents
obtained from family members). A total of 66 gravelswhich most were unknown in
terms of identity and age, were investigated dutivegexhumation work in November
2012. The family members of the identified deceaserk present during the work
undertaken.

This report discusses the results of the investigatand exhumations and provides some
further recommendations at the end.

AIMS

The main aims with the investigation and exhumatibthe 66 graves from various sites
on the farms Bultfontein 533 and Nooitgedacht 5Q35\&re the following:

(a) the detailed investigation of all the buridldes than 60 years of age, as well as those
of unknown age, located on these farm sectionsihiabe impacted by the proposed
Lanseria Commercial Development. These gravesdedwa number identified by
members of the Mahlangu family and other commumigmbers

(b) the successful exhumation and relocation ofi éarial to a cemetery chosen by the
descendants and family members of the deceaseddudis buried at each locality,
including those unknown and unclaimed burials.

(e) to submit a final report on the results of phgsical investigation, exhumation and
relocation of the burials to SAHRA and the clie@agaleros Construction).



LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS

Aspects concerning the conservation of culturabueses are dealt with mainly in two
acts. These are the National Heritage Resourcegdat 25 of 1999) and the National
Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998).

1.1 The National Heritage Resources Act

According to the above-mentioned law the followiagrotected as cultural
heritage resources:

Archaeological artifacts, structures and sitesmidan 100 years
Ethnographic art objects (e.g. prehistoric rock anid ethnography
Objects of decorative and visual arts

Military objects, structures and sites older thary&ars

Historical objects, structures and sites older t@ayears
Proclaimed heritage sites

Grave yards and graves older than 60 years

Meteorites and fossils

Objects, structures and sites of scientific or tedbgical value.

—S@ e ooTw

Archaeol oqy, palaeontology and meteorites

Section 35(4) of this act states that no person mvdkiout a permit issued by the
responsible heritage resources authority:

a. destroy, damage, excavate, alter, deface or otberssturb any
archaeological or palaeontological site or any i

b. destroy, damage, excavate, remove from its originaition, collect or
own any archaeological or palaeontological matenialbject or any
meteorite;

C. trade in, sell for private gain, export or attertgpexport from the

Republic any category of archaeological or palagdogical material or
object, or any meteorite; or

d. bring onto or use at an archaeological or paladogital site any
excavation equipment or any equipment that agsiske detection or
recovery of metals or archaeological and palaeogichl material or
objects, or use such equipment for the recovemeteorites.

e. alter or demolish any structure or part of a strreetvhich is older than 60
years as protected.

The above mentioned may only be disturbed or méwyean archaeologist, after
receiving a permit from the South African Heritdggesources Agency.



Human remains

In terms of Section 36(3) of the National Herit&gsources Act, no person may, without
a permit issued by the relevant heritage resowa#writy:

a. destroy, damage, alter, exhume or remove fronriggnal position of
otherwise disturb the grave of a victim of confliot any burial ground or
part thereof which contains such graves;

b. destroy, damage, alter, exhume or remove from itsriginal position or
otherwise disturb any grave or burial ground olderthan 60 years
which is situated outside a formal cemetery admintsred by a local
authority; or

C. bring onto or use at a burial ground or grave refeto in paragraph (a) or
(b) any excavation, or any equipment which assnstise detection or
recovery of metals.

Human remains that are less than 60 years olduaject to provisions of the Human
Tissue Act (Act 65 of 1983) and to local regulaioBxhumation of graves must
conform to the standards set out in @rglinance on ExcavationgOrdinance no. 12 of
1980 (replacing the old Transvaal Ordinance no. 79#5).

Permission must also be gained from the descen@ah&se known), the National
Department of Health, Provincial Department of keaPremier of the Province and
local police. Furthermore, permission must alsgdieed from the various landowners
(i.e. where the graves are located and where tleetoedbe relocated) before exhumation
can take place.

Human remains can only be handled by a registanddrtaker or an institution declared
under theHuman Tissues Act(Act 65 of 1983 as amendegd

Unidentified/unknown graves are also handled as o&t than 60 until proven
otherwise.

1.2 The National Environmental Management Act

This act states that a survey and evaluation afi@llresources must be done in areas
where development projects, that will change tloe faf the environment, will be
undertaken. The impact of the development on theseurces should be determined and
proposals for the mitigation must be made.

METHODOLOGY
Background information — The results of previous work carried out in &énea (Heritage

Impact Assessment) were used to provide backgrtmutite project and the graves
identified and recorded in the areas under disoasénformation on the deceased



individuals (those who were identified and clainbgddescendants) was obtained from
the family members.

Mapping and Photographing — A Google Earth image of the area, providing atmn
for the area and each grave site, was produceds Mliahe development area
(commissioned by the client) indicating the locatad the grave sites, were also used.
Photographs of each individual site, grave anddbuainy skeletal remains and grave
goods that were recovered were also taken as #reafocumentation process.

Archaeological I nvestigation and Exhumation — Graves were individually photographed
and all details on the headstones of those witim tlezorded. The graves were then
excavated by using a TLB machine to remove togsudl overburden up to the level of
coffin and/or skeletal remains. All human skele&thains and grave goods (such as
coffin fragments) were then uncovered and removetadter detailed recording the
remains were then placed in coffins for reburieéhiould also be mentioned that in cases
where no skeletal and/or cultural remains were doswmil samples were taken for reburial
purposes as per standard practice. During the eatioimprocess family members were
present.

Burial Forms— A Burial Form for each individual burial was coleted. Basic
information on burial position, grave goods, gehpraservation and other general
observations are included on these forms. Thesesfavill not be reproduced in this
report and the information on each individual biuvdl be discussed in the report, while
finally the information recorded will be summarizaad interpreted at the end.

DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA AND SITES

The graves (on three sites) are located on portbttse farms Bultfontein 533 and
Nooitgedacht 535JQ, near Lanseria in Gauteng. Téeefalls within the Krugersdorp
Magisterial Distict (Mogale City). Six grave site®re initially identified during the HIA
undertaken for the Lanseria Commercial Crossinggig@housing, some high density
residential, retail/office and industrial developrhas being proposed) development and
three of these sites were deemed to be negativgdgigted by the proposed development
and had to be exhumed and relocated as a reselthide sites - initially numbered G1,
G2 and G6 — were re-named A (G6), B (G1) and C (Gi2)he purposes of the
exhumation process, and contained around 66 gravetal.

Site A contained 22 visible graves, with 6 of thbetonging to the Mahlangu family who
lived in the area until recently, 1 to the Khumtdmily and 7 to the Boikotso family.

The other graves remained unidentified. Site Ba@oed around 35 graves, with four of
these belonging to the Tau family (identified bybReca Tsotsetsi). Site C (close to Site
B) contained 9 possible graves.
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Figure 1: Aerial view of grave site locations. G1 (B), G2 (C) and G6 (A)
were the ones that had to be relocated (Google Earth 2011).
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Figure 2: Map of development showing positions of grave sites investigated (courtesy
of Harald Wattrus & Associates).

INVESTIGATION AND RELOCATION OF THE BURIALS
As indicated, 3 sites (A — G6; B — G1 and C — G2Janinvestigated and the graves on
them (approximately 66 in total) exhumed and reledaEach site will be discussed

separately.

Site A (G6)
The grave site contains a possible 22 graves, afwdome belongs to the Mahlangu family

who was still residing on the property until redgniNone of the graves have headstones with
legible inscriptions, and only a few have forma\gg dressings. These are in the form of
cement or concrete and bricks. A number are stankegul graves. The graves were

numbered from A1-A22.
Site LocationS25.97416 E27.92616
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The six (6) graves belonging to the Mahlangu famiis numbers A1 — A4 and A17 &
A18. The family provided information on the decehswlividuals, although they were
unable to establish dates of birth or death fos¢Hfamily members. The burials will be
relocated to the Waterval Cemetery in Midrand, andequest of the family al six (in
separate coffins each) will be reburied in a simgieve. Mr. Solly Mahlangu (as main
representative of the family) and Me. Monica Malgiajwas present during the
exhumations.

The identities of the Mahlangu individuals are @lofvs:

Al - Speelman Mahlangu A2 — Josiah Mahlangu A3 — batha Mahlangu
A4 — George Mahlangu Al7 — Lisbeth Mahlangu  A18 —t&elbooi Mahlangu

According to Solly the first four can all be corsidd as great-grandfathers, while
Lisbeth was his grandmother and Sheelbooi his datimer. All six graves were stone
packed without any headstones. The skeletal renodials the individuals were relatively
fragmented and the preservation can be considerédran most cases. Grave goods
from the burials of these six individuals includddstic coffin wrapping, clothing
fragments, coffin wood fragments, coffin nails,eses & handles, a rubber band (A3)
and corrugated iron sheeting with some of the kiria

A5 was the grave of Cathrina Khumalo, the grandmath&aniel Khumalo who
identified the grave and gave consent for its exdiion. He was born in 1950 and
according to him she died before his birth. Basethes information the grave is
thereforeolder than 60 years of age. The grave was storleedaand had no headstone.
The skeletal remains were in a fragmented, butitiond Grave goods recovered
included plastic coffin wrapping, coffin wood fragmts and remnants of pewter coffin
handles.

Graves A6 — A9were al graves of unknown individuals. The gravesenstone packed
without any headstones. A6 was possibly an adoiafe based on the relatively gracile
femurs and absence of prominent brow ridges oskh#. Based on the size of the
graves A7 & A8 were most likely infants or smalildren. The small-sized coffin
wrapping for A7 is further proof of this. Grave A®ssibly contained a young adult male
individual. The brow ridges on the skull is prommitewhile the persons’ teeth has not
been badly worn (indicating a fairly young age eatth). Grave goods again included
plastic coffin wrapping, coffin wood fragments, finfhandles and some coffin nails. No
remains were found in A8 and a soil sample wastééereburial purposes.

A10-A16 all belonged to the Boikotso family. Hendrick Boiko (born in 1953)
identified the graves and acted as family repreget The family requested that their
graves be reburied in Majakaneng near Brits intbghwest Province. The family
members were identified as follows:

A10 - Jerry Boikotso All — Molatlegi (Baby) Boikato
A12 — Daniel Boikotso A13 — Toon Boikotso
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Al4 — Michael Boikotso A15 — Daniel Boikotso
A16 — Martha Boikotso

According to Hendrick, Jerry Boikotso died in tH#60’s and that he was around 20
years of age when he passed away. His grave hadkadbessing and one large stone at
the head. The skeletal remains were poorly predeawe only plastic coffin wrapping
was found as grave goods. Molatlegi (Baby) Boikatss apparently only a few months
old when he died and Hendrick is his uncle. Thegrmas also packed with bricks and
had no headstone. No remains were found and aaoiple was taken for reburial
purposes. Hendrick is also the uncle of Daniel Bts& (grave A12). Bricks were again
used as dressing. Daniel was only 18 months olthwleedied, and although some small
bone fragments were recovered mainly soil was té&ereburial purposes. Plastic coffin
wrapping and clothing fragments were also found.

Toon Boikotso (A13) was Hendrick’s sister, and adow to him she was between 20
and 30 years old when she died (he was still veang when this happened). Her
remains were fairly well preserved and plastic icofirapping and clothing fragments
were also recovered. Hendrick’s brother Michael{AWas between 40 — 45 years old
when he died (Hendrick was also very young). Besgkeletal remains plastic coffin
wrapping, coffin handles and some rubber arm barets also found. Daniel Boikotso
(A15) was the nephew of Hendrick and was aroungez0s of age at time of death. His
grave had a cement border, with stone dressirgeatead and feet. Plastic coffin
wrapping, clothing fragments, coffin handles arftbapital ID tag was recovered with
the remains. The last Boikotso grave (A16) was dhdlartha Boikotso (Hendrick’s
grandmother) and apparently she was nearly 10& y#dwhen she passed away. The
grave dressing was similar as that of A15. Plasiftin wrapping and coffin handles
were also recovered.

A19 was a stone packed grave without any headstonbedadged to an unknown adult
female individual. According to Solly Mahlangu shias murdered by a man some years
ago, but her name he did not recall, as well aager Coffin wood fragments, lead
coffin handles, nails, cloth wrapping and plasbéfia lining was recovered over and
above the skeletal remais20 was an unknown stone packed grave containing the
remains of an adult individual. The age and sexdcoat be determined as the remains
were too fragmented21 & A22 was two smallish stone cairns/heaps very closadb e
other that looked like possible graves. The famitieuld not determine if these were in
fact graves, but we decided to investigate theipitisg in order to ensure that all
possible graves have been relocated from theNst@emains were recovered, but it was
decided to take a soil sample and rebury thisssaible infant/child.

Site B (G1)
This grave site contains 36 graves, mostly stowe&gmhand without any headstones. At
least 5 distinct rows of graves are visible. Twahef graves have headstones with visible

(painted on) inscriptions, namely Elizabeth Saitad\ Died 17/7/1956 and Sarah
M.Segaile. Last mentioned has no date. AccordingritaSolly Mahlangu most of the
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people buried here were farm workers and theidohii and mainly migrants from
countries outside of South Africa such as Malaver§omm: Solly Mahlangu 2011-11-
28). All the graves relocated from here will beuséd in the Waterval Cemetry as well
(including the known ones).

Site LocationS25.97365 E27.93768

Of the 36 marked graves at the Site B only 6 waeatifiable (2 of those by painted
inscriptions on the headstones and 4 by family nes)bOf the 30 unknown graves at
least 18 were those of small infants or childreas@a the small size of the graves and
sometimes fragmented remains of coffins and/oretietemains), while the others were
those of adult individuals. With the infants/chédrmostly soil samples were taken for
reburial purposes as is standard practice. The&shebmains found with the adult
burials were in the main very fragmented and indetep and this could have something
to do with both the age of the graves, as wellbdgsype and possibly underground
water.

With the unknown adults it was very difficult totdemine age and sex of the individuals
due to the fragmented nature of the remains. Quigidual B12) could be of old/senile
age based on a small fragment of mandible (thinliia@/no teeth), while the othel8B36)
individual was a young adult with his/her teeth wotrn down badly. The remains (coffin
wrappings) of two small infants were found in gr&&4. Grave goods recovered from
the burials included plastic coffin lining, corrugd iron sheeting fragments, coffin
handles and nails, clothing fragments and a fewicmezlbottles with some burials. A
bay girls’ dress was found B34, while two plastic hospital tags were found invgra
B36. Unfortunately no writing was visible on theseh&p with the positive identification
of the individual buried here.

Grave B28was a space in between two distinct graB/(& B29) and although there
were no clearly marked grave (stones) there wéiglat glevation of soil and the area

was open. In order to ensure that all possibleegdnave been exhumed and relocated we
decided to excavate and to take a soil samplesfaurial purposes.

B3 was a stone and brick packed grave and had a cemecrtete headstone with a
painted inscription SAILE.NTASI ELIZABETH DIED 17:07:1956 R.I.P”.Besides
the fragmented remains of an adult individual reced, some coffin handles and
fragments of corrugated iron sheeting was alsodoBt&3 was another grave with stone
and brick dressing and had a handmade wooden witispainted inscription
“SARAH.M. SEGAILE”. The age and date of death is not recorded. The very
fragmented remains of this adult female were rex@me

B26, 27, 29 & 3(belonged to the Tau family, and these four graverewdentified by
Rebecca Tsotsetsi (born around 1950 although singsisre) who gave consent for their
exhumation and relocation. All four graves werastpacked and had no headstones.
B26 is the grave of Caroline Tau (identified asrkat during the earlier site visit in
March). She was an infant of unknown age. No remai@re found and a soil sample
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was taken for reburial purposes. B27 is the grdvao Tau. He was around 20 years of
age when he passed away. No remains were found soitlsample was taken. B29
belonged the Rebecca’s grandmother Rebecca Taw(&gewn). This grave/burial was
interesting because as soon as the coffin (haespoene) was reached water
immediately rushed out. It seems as if water maselilowed into the coffin at some
point, forming some kind of reservoir. Once thefioolid was breached the water ran out.
Because of the water-logged situation the sketetahins were not well preserved and
mostly long bones remained. Besides the skeletahires and coffin a glass beer mug
and a rope was recovered from the grave. B30 veagrtive of John Tau — apparently an
old male. Although the remains were very fragmenteast skeletal parts were present.
Plastic coffin lining, coffin handles, coffin fragemts and coffin nails were also found.

Site C (G2)

This site was located during the mapping and pigttf the other graves in the area. It
contained at least 9 stone packed graves. Thessiriated in close proximity to G1, and is
probably related (in terms of age). None of thevgsahere were identified and no
descendants/family members come forward duringtmesultation process.

Site Location$25.97295 E27.93767

C1 contained the fragmented remains of an adult idd&i of unknown age or sex.
Plastic coffin lining was also recoverddR also contained fragmented remains of an
adult. Coffin lining and clothing fragments (inclad a jersey) indicate that the
individual was possibly a male pers@8 was another adult individual represented by
fragmented remains (mainly long bones). Plastificdihing and coffin nails were also
recovered. The size of the graveG#f indicated that it was probably that of an infant or
small child. No skeletal remains were found, bufinglastic lining and cloth fragments
of the coffin cushion were recovered, as well asféee mug that was placed on top of
the grave. A soil sample was taken for rebufi&l.contained the fragmented remains of
an adult person (age and sex unknown), as webtirag €offin lining, nails and a piece of
rope. The skeletal remains frdd® represent an adult individual — possibly a very ol
person based on the mandible which is thin withemoh visible. A coffin handle and
plastic coffin lining was also recovered. The snsak of the grave a@7 indicates an
infant or small child. Besides coffin plastic non&ns were found and a soil sample was
taken. BothC8 & C9 was very small stone packed cairns/heaps andgp@ssould have
contained the burials of small infants. No remawese found and soil samples were
taken for both.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In conclusion it is possible to say that the inigadton, exhumation and relocation of the
approximate 66 graves from the three sites (A —-E56;G1 and C — G2) during
November 2012 were conducted successfully. AlthabgHargest number of the graves
was unknown and unclaimed by descendants or contynmeimbers, 18 of the graves
were identified by family members who gave congentheir exhumation and
relocation. These graves belonged to the MahlaGgugves), Khumalo (1 grave),
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Boikotso (7 graves) and Tau/Tsostetsi (4 graves)li@s. Most of the graves (including
the unknown ones) were reburied at the WatervalitMpal Cemetery in Midrand, while
the Boikotso family graves will be reburied at Ma@gaeng near Brits/Madibeng.

From a heritage point of view (and especially im® of the graves that would have been
negatively impacted on by the proposed Lanseriar@eroial Crossing development) it

is therefore possible to recommend that the dewedop could continue. It should
however be mentioned that many historical and &clogical sites, features or objects
have a subterranean nature. This includes unknodmamarked burials, and although
we have tried to ensure that all possible buriakhé area has been exhumed there is
always a possibility that more could be uncoveredngd) construction work. Should any
of this be discovered during the development a@iwia heritage specialist should be
called in to investigate.
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Site A (G6)

APPENDIX 1 - BURIAL PHOTOS
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Site B (G1)
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Site C (G2)
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