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17 August 2020 
 
Dear Interested and/or Affected Party 
 
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON  
28 SEPTEMBER 2012 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 19.9MW PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) 
SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY (PV4) ON REMAINDER OF THE FARM DU PLESSIS DAM 
NUMBER 179 NEAR DE AAR WITHIN THE EMTHANJENI MUNICIPALITY IN THE NORTHERN 
CAPE PROVINCE (DEA REF NO.: 12/12/20/2498/AM6) 
 

Notification of Amendment of the Environmental Authorisation 
 
This letter serves to notify all registered Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) of the Department of 
Environment, Forestry and Fisheries’ (DEFF’s) decision in respect of the application for amendment of 
the Environmental Authorisation (EA) issued on 28 September 2012, as amended, for the 19.9MW 
photovoltaic solar energy facility on the Remainder of the Farm Du Plessis Dam No. 179 near De Aar 
within the Emthanjeni Municipality in the Northern Cape Province. Furthermore, the provisions 
regarding the submission of appeals that are contained in the National Environmental Management Act 
(NEMA) (No. 107 of 1998) National Appeal Regulations (2014) are also outlined herein, should an I&AP 
wish to appeal DEFF’s decision.    
 
1. Decision 
 
We wish to inform you that, based on a review of the reasons submitted by Du Plessis Solar PV4 (Pty) 
Ltd for requesting an amendment to the abovementioned Environmental Authorisation (EA) (i.e. an 
amendment to extend the validity period of the EA) that DEFF, in terms of Chapter 5 of the EIA 
Regulations, 2014, as amended, has decided to amend the EA dated 28 September 2012, as follows:  
 
Amendment 1: Amendment to extend the validity period of the EA: 
 
Condition of Authorisation 6 of the EA, as amended, stated the following: 

 
“The activity must commence within a period of three (03) years from the date of expiry of the 
EA issued on 28 September 2012, which was then extended to 28 September 2017 (i.e. the EA 
lapses on 28 September 2020). If commencement of the activity does not occur within that 
period, the authorisation lapses and a new application for environmental authorisation must be 
made in order for the activity to be undertaken”. 

 
DEFF has granted a two year extension to the validity period of the EA. In this regard, Condition 6 of 
the EA has been amended by DEFF as follows: 
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The activity must commence within a period of two (02) years from the date of expiry of the EA 
issued on 28 September 2012 as amended (i.e. the EA lapses on 28 September 2022). If 
commencement of the activity does not occur within that period, the authorisation lapses and 
a new application for EA must be made in order for the activity to be undertaken”. 

 
DEFF’s amendment to the EA, dated 3 August 2020, is included in Annexure A herewith for your 
information1.  
 
2. Right to Appeal 
 
We would like to draw your attention to your right to appeal against the decision to the Minister, in terms 
of the National Appeal Regulations (2014) (Government Notice No. R993) which prescribes the appeal 
procedure to be followed. Refer to Annexure B herewith for a copy of the National Appeal Regulations, 
2014. 
 
Should any person wish to lodge an appeal, the appellant must submit an appeal to the Appeal 
Administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the Applicant (i.e. Du Plessis Solar PV4 (Pty) Ltd), any 
registered Interested and Affected Party, and any Organ of State with interest in the matter within 20 
days from the date2 that the notification of the decision was sent to the registered I&APs by the 
Applicant, or the date3 that the notification of the decision was sent to the Applicant by DEFF, whichever 
is applicable.  
 
Appeals must be submitted in writing in the prescribed form to: 
 
The Director: Appeals and Legal Review of the Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 
(DEFF) at the below mentioned addresses. 
 

By email: appeals@environment.gov.za; 
 
By hand: Environment House 

   473 Steve Biko, 
Arcadia, 
Pretoria, 
0083; or 
 

By post: Private Bag X447, 
 Pretoria, 
 0001 

 
To obtain the prescribed appeal form and for guidance on the submission of appeals, please visit 
DEFF’s website at https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms#legal_authorisations or request 
a copy of the documents at appeals@environment.gov.za. 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Note: The amendment decision from DEFF, dated 3 August 2020, must be read in conjunction with the EA dated  
28 September 2012, as amendments thereto. A copy of the EA dated 28 September 2012, and associated amendments to 
the EA, are available from Nicole Holland of Holland & Associates Environmental Consultants on request. 
2 This letter, which has been sent to registered I&APs on behalf of the Applicant, serves as notification of DEFF’s decision, 
and will be emailed and/or posted to I&APs on 17 August 2020. 
3 6 August 2020. 
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Should you require any further information or have any queries, please contact the undersigned. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
NICOLE HOLLAND (Pr. Sci. Nat, EAP) 
For: Holland & Associates - Environmental Consultants 
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ANNEXURE A: 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES’ AMENDMENT OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION – DATED 3 AUGUST 2020 
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ANNEXURE B 
NATIONAL APPEAL REGULATIONS (GN R. 993) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


















