
APPENDIX E DEA PRE-APPLICATION MEETING RECORDS 

E1. Presentation 

• A presentation outlining the proposed project was made at the 
pre-application meeting  

E2. Minutes of Pre-Application Meeting 

 Minutes of the Pre-Application meeting were recorded and
approved by officials from the Department of Environmental
Affairs

E3. Pre-Application Meeting Attendance Register 
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Introduction

 METISS Consortium proposes to install a subsea cable (known as METISS) from 
Mauritius to South Africa via Réunion Island and Madagascar.

 Alcatel Submarine Networks (ASN) and Elettra have been appointed to install 
and commission the METISS Subsea Cable System. ASN are responsible for 
supporting the permitting process in South Africa and Elettra are responsible for 
the marine survey and installation. 

 In South Africa, Liquid Telecom is appointed as the landing party and will be 
responsible for connecting the cable from the BMH to the backhaul network.

 The METISS Subsea Cable System is provisionally scheduled to be landed  in 
the first quarter and completed by the end of the third quarter of 2020.

 ERM has been appointed as the Independent Environmental Assessment 
Practitioner.

METISS Submarine Cable System
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Proposed Cable Route

METISS Submarine Cable System
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Project Area of Influence

Project Area of Influence (AoI) includes:
 Republic of South African Economic Zone; 

 Territorial Waters;

 Pipeline Beach – Amanzimtoti (Landing site, Terrestrial Fibre Optic cable and Beach 
Manhole); and

 Cable Landing Location (Amanzimtoti).

Competent Authority in this instance is the National DEA
 ‘Section 24(C) of the Act defines the competent decision-making authority which is 

normally the provincial environmental department.  However, in cases where the project 
footprint transverses international boundaries, the National DEA becomes the competent 
authority’

METISS Submarine Cable System
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Meeting Objectives

 To provide an overview of the Project i.e., the proposed installation of the 
METISS Submarine Cable System, near the Pipeline Beach in Amanzimtoti, 
KwaZulu-Natal.

 To confirm the approach to the Environmental Impact Assessment. 

 To confirm potential specialist studies required.

METISS Submarine Cable System
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Project Background and Motivation

 The Project involves the installation and operation of the METISS fibre optic subsea cable 
system. 

 The system includes a 14 to 35 mm diameter subsea cable that will enter the South African 
Exclusive Economic Zone (approximately 506 km), through to the Territorial waters 
(approximately 33 km).

 The proposed landing site in South Africa is located in Amanzimtoti, KwaZulu-Natal.

 The Project will enable improved communication capacity and internet services to South 
African users as well as providing cross-connect opportunities from/to other networks 
within SA and the region.

METISS Submarine Cable System
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Project Components

The Project components include:
 Marine Fibre Optic cable;

 Beach Manhole (4m x 2m x 2m); 

 Terrestrial fibre optic cable (Amanzimtoti);

 Cable Landing Station (Amanzimtoti); and

 Terrestrial ducts and articulated pipe.

METISS Submarine Cable System
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Cable Landing Location in South Africa

METISS Submarine Cable System
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Site Alternatives Considered

Three options were considered for the landing location onshore:

Option 1: Amanzimtoti Golf Course;

Option 2: Amanzimtoti Pipeline Beach (preferred); and

Option 3: Amanzimtoti Main Beach.

METISS Submarine Cable System
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Technical Alternatives Considered

Two options for installation of the cable at the beach are being considered:

 Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD)

The development of the landing of a marine telecommunications cable near Amanzimtoti 
Pipeline Beach, entails horizontal directional drilling from Amanzimtoti Pipeline Beach.

 Trenching

The development of the landing of a marine telecommunications cable on Amanzimtoti 
Pipeline Beach, entails digging of a trench down the beach into the intertidal zone.

Selection of the preferred option will be made based on results of marine and 
terrestrial route survey
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Potential Impacts

14

 Dust and noise generation from construction activity during installation.
 Disturbance of the seabed and to marine ecology during cable installation.
 Potential to encounter marine heritage resources during installation.
 Disruption to fishing activities during installation and operation.  
 Positive direct impact on employment (construction related); further indirect 

positive impacts during operation from access to improved connectivity.



Environmental Impact 
Assessment Process 

METISS Submarine Cable System
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Listed Activities

Trenching Horizontal Directional 

Drilling 

GN R 327 Activity 15, 17 and 19A Activity 15
GN R 325 Activity 14 Activity 6 and 14
GN R 324 Activity 12

Full Scoping and EIA Processes in terms of:

 National Environmental Management Act, 1998, (Act No. 107 of 1998), as 
amended (NEMA).

 EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1 (GNR R327), Notice 2 (GNR 325) and 
Notice 3 (GNR 324).
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We are here
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Public Participation Process during Scoping
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Public Participation Process to be undertaken during Scoping Phase includes:

Disclosure of the Draft Scoping Report for comment for 30 days

 Public notice in two newspapers;

 Notification at the site;

 Hardcopies placed at the Library and Municipal Office;

 Written notification to identified key stakeholders; and

 Placement of the draft Scoping Report on the Project website.

Direct engagements (meetings) with:

 Local government authorities;

 Resident associations (if requested); and

 Fisheries representatives (if requested).
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Public Participation Process during EIA
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Public Participation Process to be undertaken during EIA Phase includes:

Disclosure of the draft EIA report for comment for 30 days

 Hardcopies placed at the Library and Municipal Office;

 Written notification to registered stakeholders; and

 Placement of the draft EIA Report on the project website.
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Specialist Studies
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The EIA will be informed by specialists studies conducted by subject matter experts:

 Fisheries; 

 Marine Heritage; and

 Marine Ecology.

Source: ERM Source: Shutterstock Source: ERM
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Specialist Studies (2)
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 Terrestrial Ecology (TBC)
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Questions and Discussion
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 Overall EIA approach

 Specialist studies

 Public Participation Process

 Commenting authorities

 Other permitting requirements
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Contact
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Liquid Telecom (Project Proponent)

Mr Mervin Chetty
 Tel: 011 585 1827

 Email: Mervin.Chetty@liquidtelecom.co.za

 Postal address: 41 Old Pretoria Main Road, Halfway House, Midrand, 1685

ERM (EIA Consultant)

Ms Vicky Stevens
 Tel: 021 681 5400  

 Email: metiss-subseacable-eia@erm.com

 Postal address: Postnet Suite 90, Private Bag X12, Tokai, 7966
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Additional Resources
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For HDD

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQBVTlcl20c

For general cable laying

http://www.elettratlc.it/video.php

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92flo47S5_8

https://youtu.be/Gsoo_BOwrrM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQBVTlcl20c
http://www.elettratlc.it/video.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92flo47S5_8
https://youtu.be/Gsoo_BOwrrM
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