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BAMBANDYANALO/K2 & MAPUNGUBWE CONTEXTUAL SUMMARY

ANDYANALO ARTIST'S RECONSTRUCTION MAPUNGUBWE H ILL ARTIST" S RECONSTRUCTION
| BAMBANDYANALD ooy :

as. ﬂ Between AD 1020 and 1220, the most powerful chief in the region lived at K2 about 7 km

from Schroda. The significantly increased wealth of his community derived from not only participating in, but
also controlling, international trade. These ancestors of present-day Shona-speakers abandoned the Central
Cattle Pattern village layoutin the course of their stay at K2 and began to separate activities associated with
cattle from the rest of society. They developed a unique mathod of making their own glass beads - called
, garden rallr.rl by archaeologists because of their shape - by melting glass from smaller imported beads that

As a result of the expanded trade network, a new indigenous social order based on class
distinction developed and the move away fram the long-established Central Cattle Pattern &
was completed. The social order becama stratified into an upper and lower class that _
restructured the kinship pattern and gave the upper class economic and pofitical power, The
I moved to Mapungubwe Hill where, between AD 1220 and 1300, the efite ived on

the hilltop and the commoners lived below on the flat lands around the hill, now generally
referred to as the southern terrace and the northern plateau
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SCHRODA / ZHIZO CONTEXTUAL SUMMARY

POPULATICN: ZHIZO PEOPLE, IRON AGE FARMING COMMUNITY
PERIOD: go0AD - 1020AD

Schroda is significant for the history of the MCL because of its size and its
midden contents, because it is the earliest site in the Limpopo Valley with
exotic glass beads and a large amount of worked ivory, and because it yielded
an extracrdinary cache of ceramic (baked clay) figurines.

Schroda is estimated to have housed between 300 and 500

people. This in turn implies a level of political power that is not evident at any
other sites in the MCL at this time.

The system of political hierarchy in place at that time implies that a

chief would have been resident at the Schroda capital.
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