Dubious gas
rights deal

One-man firm gets huge exploration rights
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The comipany has maintained that
fracking is not envisaged.

Pasa was contacted and after mnm.lly
apologising for not amwermg several
questi
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Africa, which has its corporate office in
the known tax haven of the British Vir-
gin Islands, and with no known black
economic empowerment partner, has
landed not only a1, 5-million hectare ex-
i plomtkm nght in KZN but similar

Cape

Tesponse.
The exploration in KZN will include
approximately10 000 farms in areaslike
Richmond, Ladysmith, Dundee, Mooi
River, Estcourt, New Hanover, Ashbur-
ton, Ulundi and Nkandla.

SCARCE WATER
VERSUS JOBS

The Umzimvubu Catchment Partnership
(UCP), an alliance of 34 Iocal communi=
ties with straddles KZN Eastern
Cape says it believes If Rhlno Oil and
Gas Exploration South Africa is granted
permission to proceed with the early-
phase exploration, it will lead to hydro-
fcal fracturing.
Ic'g"We need farming, not fracking” said

UCP 'secretary Nicky McLeud whoisalso
scienti

covering 73876 km?. The company also
boasts off-shore rights in Namibia, the

‘move over concerns of potential frack-
mgthntmnyleadhuwndescale

Oil and Gas have been

Themountalns whmﬂ\eexploraﬂon SE
Isset totake place form part of the Drak- ~ .-
ensberg range bordering Lesotho. Ac--
cording to the map that is part of Rhino’s .

theareatoby

“minimalistic” on what thzymtendto
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cern. The Witness has since found that
Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South
African director Phillip Steyn operates
from a single office in Cape Town's Icon

Steyn
several times via telephone, SMS and
e-mail over a period of three days. How-
ever, he could not bed@lenchedd wm

hadrecently lodged an
o fon Tight with Petroleum

but what they are
loohngfor could be fracked in the fu-
ture)” Peek said.

right up to the Ongeluksnek Wetlands i

which McLeod says replenish under-
ground water for boreholes that supply
water tolocal communitiesand alsofeed
into the uMzimvubu River, providing wa-
ter to many people downstream.
“The system has been

asay in terms of iating drilling on
‘their farms, farmers who have not ap-
plied for the rights to mine on their
farms or have not used their right, could
be overpowered by anyone who obtains

the permission to do so.
Acting chair of the Midlands Con-
secvatey Toruns S Al s they
the ex-

Agency South Africa (Pasa).

Oil, gas, condensate, coal bed meth-
ane, helium and biogenic gas are some
of . the minerals the S

ploration. terresourcesinKZN.
“mmmpmmmmnm
impact on'the quahty and quantity of

for a malor water storage i
tiative and potentiallyeven hydroelectric
capacity. Unfortunately frackingand wa-
ter conservation do not work
‘The fracking process needs up to 20 mil-
lion litres of water per fracking well,' she
said.

McLeod saysstudles dori In countries
where fracking has taken place show the
negatives far out-weigh the benefits.

Tello Lephuthing Is one of the people

who support the idea of mining as he

‘touncover through seismic surveys and
drilling planned for three years.

ater chwill ~saysitwill
i tum have a. ic impact o er 4
local agriculture” Allan said. ties.

The pros and

Get a head start by following us
on Twitter @TheMercurySA

ghts ‘over huge

chunks of RwaZulu-Natal and

other parts of South Africa has

begun its attempt to find gas

md Oil in the mountains near
iele.

reserves would inevitably trig-
ger the use of risky and uncon-
ventional extraction methods

“east to Kosi Bay in the north.

Large areas in

KZN targeted

THE two Iargest exploration areas
in Rhino Resource’s sights are in
KZN. The largest exploration
zone stretches from
Pietermaritzburg to just south of
Viyheid, including the coal:rich
Glencoe/Dundee area.

The Petroleum Agency of South
Africa has also granted Rhino a
technical co-operation permit for
amuch larger belt of land that
stretches from Newcastle in the

According to the company’s
website, Rhino has been granted
technical co-operation permits or

aritzburg w0y || [consofdrilling
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as part of the assess-
ment

Farm safety - access by unknown persens to farms

if poorly regulated and not rehabilitated.
have the potentialto disturb and or destroy vegeta-
tion,

ity, including the disturbance of protected spacies.

water resources through consumptive use and the
discharge of contaminants.

i peaple do not have the
pacts, malnly because local
mﬂswmmmmmhwwﬂm
to be Imported.
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4 3 gasreserves,
distributor. “Rhino maintains that it is

H S exploration’ rights aver more than

such as hydraulic fracturing | 28 ook in the sea off Cape

(fracking). Town, along with almost 74 000
RhinoResources, which has km? of land in KwaZulu-Natal,

(offices in Texas, Cape Town | the Free State and the Eastern
"and the British Virgin Islands, Cape. ~Tony Carnie
is negotiating to acquire oil il :

and gas concessions in seven
African countries, imvubu Catchment Partner-
Its local subsidiary compa-  ship ° Programme, which - is
ny has already started the envi- working on a 20-yéar strategy
ronmental authorisation  to conservée water and natural
process to hunt for oil in the  sources: along the length of the
sea off Cape Town, and more  Umzimvubu River, is urging
recently it launched a similar ~ farmers and other groups to
application to search for gas register as interested and af-
and oil on nearly 240 farms in fectedperhesmthegasexplo

N
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All set for Sundays Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride in Durban
David Laing and Benjamin Bayman. More than 30 000 smartly
are expected to turn out on'custom and classic motorcycles for

help fund research for its cure. The Durban ride will begin at Dt

urbs to the city centre and rett

Strike lifted as city and 1

Sphelele Ngubane and ANA
A FOUR-day strike by Dur-

ban’s taxi industry was sus- ,

DPended after an agreement was
reached between the taxi in-
dustry and the municipality;
KwaZulu-Natal Transport Al-
liance chairman Henry Mba-

the Eastern Cape, justsouthof  ration project. tha s4id last night.

the KZN border near Matatiele. Project managers believe Mbatha said the municipali-
. frackmgandgasexploratlmm tyhadagmedtoreleasea]lﬂxe

Drilling Matatiele is 1 ible with ibus taxis and a R1 500 fine

plans to conserve the area as a
The company’s environ- “water factory”.
mental consultants said the ini- They note that the Umz-
tial three-year - exploration  imvubn is one of the last large,
phase would involve “non-inva-  wild rivers in an area with one
sive techniques”, seismic sur-  of the highest levels of rainfall
Veysanddri]linguptommck mthecountry
cow;: In a background docurnent
parenty comi@nyrés i eiveiiated earlier this month,

‘headed by D based attor-  Rhino’s environmental con-
ney and petroleum investor  sultants said further environ-
Patrick Mulligan. He isalsoa  mental approvals and public
membex; of the Texas Oil and meetings would be needed if
Gas Association and board  the exploration detected viable

& Thelogal subsidiary compa- . not useful to speculate on the
ny,-Rhino Oil and Gas Explo- +# possible future direction of the -

would be levied in respect of
each of them,

" Initially, the eThekwini Mu-
nicipality had said a taxi with-
out a permit would be released
-after payment of a R3 000 fine,
and would not be allowed back
on the road until it had an
operating licence from . the
provincial Transport Depart-
ment.

Mbatha said that at 9am

today the taxi owners and their
lawyer would be at the old Dur-.
ban drive-in site to take posses-
sion of their vehicles.

- He said the agreement was
signed by city manager S'bu
Sithole and other senior offi-
cials from the KZN Transport
Alliance.

MEC Willies Mchunu was
also expected to slgn the agree-
ment today, he

' Workshops

“Those without permits
will be allowed to continue op-
erating. But on October 2, the
Transport Department will
have workshops to educate the

taxi industry about permit ap-

plications, and also help those
who had previously applied for
permits but had problems,” he
said.

Rugby players are more lik
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