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Ensuring all voices are heard on processes

Treasure Karoo
Action Group

SIGNIFICANT developments
m the discourse on frackmg
have been unfolding in recent
weeks

The Strategic Environmen-
tal Assessment {(SEA) on shale-
gas mining i1s well under way
and a Zero Order Draft docu-
ment for the assessment has
been released for public com-
ment. Public briefing sessions
are to he held across South
Africa this month

Meanwhile, the national
debate on fracking has gained
further momentm, following
public meetings on gas explo-
ration applications in the Free
State and EwaZulu-Natal.
Texas-based Rhino Qil and Gas
has applied for exploration
rights in these areas

Public meetings were gener-
ally well attended and feisty,
with landowners and conserva-
tionists ramsing sharp objec-
twons to the project.

The applications fall within

Several organisations have joined
the alliance against fracking

areas of strategic agricultural
value and important catchment
areas at a time when certain
provinces, including KwaZulu-
Natal, are being declared disas-
ter areas due to drought.

Several organisations have
joimned the recently established
natipnal alliance agaanst frack-
ing — Frack Free South Africa.

“The upswrge in public
opposition to onshore oil and
gas driling across South Afiica
cannot be 1gnored When
TEAG started its campaign to
raise awareness on the issue of
shale-gas mining m the Karoo
in 2011, we predicted that appli-
cations would start to affect
other regions too.

“TKAG supports the efforts
of communities and organisa-
tions across South Afiica to
ensure a fair process and out-
come on the applications. We

do, however, urge all groups to
ensire that their strategy is
aimed at Jopbymg government
for change While the SEA on
shale-gas mining in the Karoo
15 an enormous win for the
national campaign, similar
assessments are reguired for
other regions affected by oil
and gas applications,” said
Jonathan Deal, chief executive
of the Treasure Karoo Action
Group (TKAS3).

“Tt would appear that new
applicants are trying to side-
step the legal 1ssues facing
fracking by applying for a more
general exploration right - sim-
ply for ‘petroleurn’. Commums-
ties in KZN and the F'S must be
on guard against this.

“It 18 common kmowledge
that Soekor spent years drifling
deep holes in the 1980s and
found no oil. At that time, they

weren't interested In the poten-
tial of shale gas TKAG seesthe
new, smarter apphezations as a
Trojan horse to get in and get
driliing without mentioning
shale gas Scuth Africans must
grasp the opportunity to partic-
ipate in the SEA hearings and
raise relevant issues.” Deal
explained.

“The timnitg and the mmmi-
nence of exploration rights
expected to.be granted m Light
of the water crisis have made it
an issue that has hecome as
1nportant o a farmer in the
Karoo as to a businessman in
Sandton. Letters and requests
submitted to government by
TEAG and AfriForum nave
been ignored, and the alliance
18 preparing for an immment
court action,” added Julius
Kleynhans, AfriForum’s Head
of Environmentsd Affairs

For details on SEA public
meetings, follow the link -
http.//seasgd.ceir.co za/09-18-
november-2015-rownd-i-public-
outreach-on-the-sea-for-shale-
gas-development/
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Deathly hush from would-be frackers
2015-11-25 06:23

Lynn.Hitchcock

ANTI-FRACKING activists in Umvoti

understandably are expressing the view that SLR Consultants is not been proactive in arranging a
public participation meeting as required by law after the first meeting in Greytown had to be
cancelled because the venue was too small.

The municipality and the Greytown Gazette have been in touch with SLR requesting date and venue
of this vitally important meeting and are told that it is in hand.

Here’s hoping for once that the cynics are wrong and that a public participation meeting will be called
soon in a venue large enough to accommodate the hundreds of anti-frackers.

GAZETTE

Join the conversation!

24.com encourages commentary submitted via MyNews24. Contributions of 200 words or
more will be considered for publication.

We reserve editorial discretion to decide what will be published.
Read our comments policy for guidelines on contributions.

NEXT ON NEWS24 X

No word yet from top cops
linked to Phiyega on intent
to suspend them

YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE

i g .
48 minutes ago

http:/Awww.news24.com/SouthAfrica/Local/Greytown-Gazette/deathly-hush-from-wo... 27/11/2015
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Frackers saying ‘frack off?’
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Lynn.Hitchcock

FOLLOWING the abortive meeting two weeks ago
called by SLR Consulting on fracking in the Midlands, Umvoti residents are still waiting to hear when
the meeting will be reconvened, and where.

In response to a query from the municipality, Matthew Hemming of SLR Consulting stated: "We are
in the process of engaging with the client and the regulatory authority in this regard. We won't know
the outcome for a while yet. Thanks for the offer of assistance. We will be in touch when
appropriate.”

This sounds very much like a politely worded but vague brush off. However, in order for the
company, Rhino Oii and Gas Exploration, to proceed with any exploration there has to be an
environmental impact assessment which includes public consultation.

A total of 11 public meetings were scheduled to cover the requirement of public participation in
regard to the 10 000 farms identified in the Midlands by the company for exploration. In Dargle and
Matatiele in particular, farmers, business people, individuals, chiefs, pupils - you name it - were all
there and giving the SLR representatives a very clear indication that the answer to the possibility of
fracking in the Midlands is a very serious and comprehensive “no”.

From Umvoti's point of view it is vital that all interested parties keep the pressure on SLR Consulting
to make sure that the obvious overwhelming negative response to fracking is formalised at a meeting
with all the role players, and not just quietly forgotten.

GAZETTE

Join the conversation!

24.com encourages commentary submitted via MyNews24. Contributions of 200 words or
more will be considered for publication.

We reserve editorial discretion to decide what will be published.
Read our comments policy for guidelines on contributions.

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/Local/Greytown-Gazette/frackers-saying-frack-... 27/11/2015
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Lynn.Hitchcock

IT was with great interest | recently watched on
CNN a campaign against the killer whales being kept and bred in captivity in the U.S.

According to the activists, they might be providing “entertainment” for a large number of people, but
keeping them away from their natural habitat was being cruel to the animals as well as to the
environment.

| was immensely impressed by the conviction with which one of the activists said that by 2017 there
would be none of them in captivity in the U.S,

Then | heard of the “fracking venture” in Matatiele (where [ live), which would inevitably damage the
ecosystem that would have a serious negative impact on all living things, converting this beautiful
land into an uninhabitable wilderness.

The people who are behind the project are from the same place where people were seen to be
fighting for the killer whales and their natural habitat.

Is it possible that the environment around Matatiele, with all its people and animals, is worth less
than the killer whales in captivity in the U.S, or is it that some people have the privilege of keeping
their own houses clean and mess up the houses of others?

One thing is certain, the people behind this venture are only interested in money — not in the
environment and not at all in the people whose cry will only fall on deaf ears.

It is said “to the man who only has a hammer, everything he encounters begins to look like a nail”.
NEXT ON NEWS24 X

The man stuck to his hammer may not have a choice; but-the-people-around Matatiele have the———
choice not to be his nail. No word yet from top cops
linked to Phiyega on intent

Thomas Mathew to suspend them

i .
Matatiele 52 minutes ago

griqualand

FEVER

http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/Local/East-Griqualand-Fever/fracking-money-b... 27/11/2015
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Gas firm deal ‘fishy’

Nov 27 2015 11:30 Jonathan Erasmus, The Withess

Pietermaritzburg - The EFF has revealed that a former
director of Rhino Qil and Gas Exploration is the e
chairperson of Denel and a legal adviser to e
Communications Minister Faith Muthambi. —n Rl

> == * trackin®
The company is seeking perrmission to conduct tests
before possible hydraulic fracturing (fracking) to find gas
deposits in KZN.

There was toyi-toyiing and a picket

In delivering a motion before the KZN Legislature to set up outside the Greytown Lodge, the venue
a committee to probe the ownership of all mining where a public consultation meeting was
companies in the province and whether they moved profit expected to be held to discuss the

offshore illegally, EFF MPL Vusi Khoza said the awarding Sxplortioniefipliandiges: (lamEarhut)

of nearly five million hectares of land to Rhino for

exploration “stinks”. RELATED ARTICLES
Deathly hush from would-be
“The company is owned by a Texas-based lawyer, one frackers

Patrick James Mulligan and his partner, one Louis Phillip
Steyn, a South African based in Cape Town. Digging ) i
further, you find very interesting links to these owners of Fracking - money behind project
this company. One of the partners who resigned recently is

a lawyer, Lungisani Daniel Mantsha. Who is he? He is a

legal adviser to Muthambi and he is the executive director and current chairperson of Denel,” said
Khoza.

Frackers saying “frack off?’

According to company records, Mantsha was a director but he resigned on the same day he was
appointed.

But while the motion was dismissed by the majority ANC, Khoza said miners should be cautious.

“We have to warn all roleplayers in this matter that our people’s patience has been stretched to the
limit, and they won't be forever patient when their God-given wealth is pillaged right under their feet,
80 to speak.”

http://www.fin24.com/Economy/gas-firm-deal-fishy-20151127 27/11/2015
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He said it is a known fact that mining companies operating in KZN “expatriate their profits” out of the
country “to be stashed in offshore accounts in rogue tax haven countries”.

Rhino has been awarded multiple exploration rights throughout the country by the Petroleum
Agency of South Africa. These include 1,5 million hectares surrounding Pietermaritzburg and a yet
to be disclosed area of 3,2 million hectares of land believed to lie within the Ingonyama Trust, which
is controlled by the Zulu Royal Household.

“They [Rhino] were given rights everywhere including the Western Cape coast, KZN and the Free
State. Something somewhere is rotten and it stinks. We need to investigate,” said Khoza.

* jonathan.erasmus@witness.co.za

RHINO South Africa’s corporate office, according to its website, is in the British Virgin Islands, a tax
haven with lax controls on financial reporting.

The address for its corporate office is a PO Box address, which belongs to a company called
Trident Trust — a company that sets up and holds companies on the island. According to Trident
Trust, British Virgin Island rules do not tax any offshore profits, there are no exchange controls, it
takes only a day to set up a company and requires no public filings or annual return filings.
Furthermore it requires no company secretary, no directors and no meetings, while board meetings
and administration can take place anywhere in the world.

Its U.S. operational office, Rhino Resources (USA) Inc. is based in Dallas, Texas, at the same
address of the Mulligan Law Firm, which boasts of being as one of the largest law firms in the U.S.

However, the U.S. firm is registered in Las Vegas, Nevada, which is a U.S.-based tax haven with
opaque company disclosure rules. For instance Rhino Resources (U.S.) owner, lawyer Patrick

Mulligan, is registered as the firm's president, secretary, treasurer and director. No company
records for the British Virgin Islands corporate headquarters were publically available.

The Witness

Read more about: pietermaritzburg | fracking
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GAS EXPLORATION PLANS ANNOUNCED

Farmers fear possibility
of fracking in province

Tony Camie

TEXAS-based patro-
leum  exploration
company has an-
i ounced plans to
huntforgasandoﬂinavaat
swathe of -central KwaZulu-
Natal farming land stretching
from Richmond in the south to
Nkandla in thenorth, -
' The Rhino 0il and Gas ex-
ploration covers nearly 10000
farms or about 18% of the sur-

face area of KwaZulu-Natal. =

Although the company care-
fully awids any mention of
“fracking” in the exploration
phase, Rhino environmentat
consuttant Matthew Hemming
confirmed that hydraulic rock

fracturing (fracking) could not

be niled out if the company
found commercial reserves of
gas, methane or helivgm.
“Fracking is a term that des-
cribes the artificial fra
and shattering of underaround
rock to extract methane and
other gases by pumping a high-
pressure mixture of water,
toxic chemicals and sand up to
6km below ground level.

" Towns falling within or just
on the border .of the explo
ration area include Pieterma-
ritzburg, Mooi River, Estcourt,
Greytown, Ladysmith, Ulundi;
Nkendla, Dundee, Richimond
.and Camperdown.

Farmers union EKwaNalu
said the potental impacts of
fracking on the provinee’s nat-
ural resourees and productive
agricultural land- were “ex-
tremely worrying”.

Sandy 1a Marque, the union
chief executive, said: “While
we face presstres of high -
employment, food insecurity
land, fracking will not provide
any solution to these chal-
lenges but will exacerbate the
sitnation,” :

Vagueness
The Durban Chamber of

Commerce and Industry did
not respond to requests for

-comment, while a spokesmsan

for Mike Mabuyakhulu, the
provincial MEC for Economic
Development, Tourism and
Environmental Affairs, said:
“We think at this stage, it is
prudent for all of us to wait for

-all the processes to run their

coumn- .

Bobby Peck, the direéctor
of the environmental justice
group, groundWork, said he
was disturbed by the “vague-
ness” of information provided
by Rhino Resources, “There is
an element of sleight-of-hand,
They are deliberately avoiding
talking about fracking and
don’t seem to be putting all

their cards on the table,” he
Judy Bell, a, Pieterma-
ritzburg-based. envirohinental’
consultant and member. of -the
Midlands Conservancieés ¥Fo-
rurn, said: “Most people associ-
ate fracking with the distant
Karoo and’ never:thought it
would happen. in EKwaZulu-
Natal. Well, here they are now,
itseems”- = - ,
~ Rhino Resources said the -
initial three-year expioration
phase would be restricted 1o
“non-invasive - - technjques” .
such as seismic surveys and .
drilling of about 10 core sampie
harcholes: A series of public
meetings in Ashburton, Rich-

‘mond, Lians River, Colenso,

Mooi River, New Hanover
Greytown and Nkandla will be

held from November 2.7 to out-

Iine more details,

Two years ago, a. senior
groundwatar expert, Professor
Gerrit van Tonder, warned
that largescale gas fracking
could have “devastating” poilu-
tion impacts on the country’s
priceless pool of clean under-
ground drinking water )

Van Tonder, who died last

-year, said it could take less than

two months for contaminated
“fracking fluids” and other pol-
Iution to contaminate bore-
holes, or just 2 matter of days

‘to reach the surface in parts of

the Karoo, Two months ago, the
antifracking Treasure the
Earoo Action group called on
the government to reinstate the

- moratorium on gas exploration
.and production until two scien-

tific reports were finalised by

the Council for Scientific and

Academy of Science of South
A previous 14-month mora-
torium was lifted by the cabi-

‘net in 2012 amid declarations
' by President Jacob Zuma that
fracking could be a “game

changer” for the South Afitcan
economy Several companies
including Shell, Bundu, Fal-
con, Sasol, Anglo and Sungu
Sungu have reguested explo-
ration licences in six of the
Elsewhere . in EwaZulw:
Natal, Rhinoe has a technical co-
operation permit that could
lead to-exploration of an even
larger section of land from
Lake 8t Lucia to the Mozam-
higue border The Sungu
Sungu group has similar inter-
ests in the northern section of |
the waterxrich Drakensberg
mountaing, while Motuoane
Energy has exploration inter-
ests just south of Newcastle,
" @ For more informatton,
contact Matthew Hemming at
0114670945 or eanail mhem-
WM@M/IEwﬁhg.m

o

o
-

-




: te “Over . huge
chunks of KwaZulu-Natal and
other parts of South Africahas -
begun its attempt to find gas
“Hnd uil mthe mmmiams near

grov] 'fgarmaganydjscovery'
oflargeshalegasmdmeﬂ:me
reserves would inevitably trig-
gerﬂ;euseofrlskyandunoon
ventional extraction methods

such as hydrautic fracturing
fracking)

{ .

" RhinoResources, which has
offices in Texas, Cape Town
and the British Virgm Islands,
is negotiating to acquire oft
and gas concessions in seven
African countries.

Its loeal subsidiary compa-
ny has already started the envi-
ronmental authorisation
process to hunt for oil in the
sea off Cape Town, and more
recently it launched a similar
application to search for gas
and oil on nearly 240 farms in
the Eastern Cape, just south of
the KZN border near Matatiele.

Drilling

The company’s environ-

- mental consuttants sald the ini-

tial threeyear exploration
vhase would involve “non-inva-
sive technigues”, seismic sur

-veysanddrﬂljngupmmrock

TR parert, oo

headed-by based attor-
rniey ‘arid petroloum investor
Patrick Mulligan. He is also a
memben of -the Texas Oi} and

‘Gas - Asmciatmn and " beard

member of 'a Louisiana fuel
dlstnbutun

.- Thelopal subsidiary compa- .-
1iy ' Rhino 01l and Gas Exp]o

ration South Africa (Pty) Lid, is
headed by Phillip Steyn, who is
responsible for “strategic land
acquisition and highlevel ne-
gotiations®,

It is not known whether the
company has local empower-

"ment pariners. The Umz-

. : J*echnical co-cperation permit for
i+ 1| 'a much larger belt of land that

* | l:strétches from Newcastle in the
. east{a Kosi Bay in the north.

*| Cape. -Tony Carnie

Large areas in
KZN targeted

THE two largest exploration areas
in Rhino Resouree’s sights ane in
KZN.The largest exploration
zone stretches from
Pietermaritzburg to just south of
1 Viyheid, inchuding the coal-rich
Gﬁmefbundee area. .

e Petroleum of South
Africa has also graﬁ:genédczhmo a

‘Acciording to the com
websiis, Rhino has been granted
technical co-operation permits or

28 006kmy” in the sea off Cape -
Town, along with almost 74 000 .
km? of land in KwaZulu-Natal,
.the Free State and the Fastern

exploration righits over more than |

imvubu Catchment Partner-
ship Programme which is
working on a 20-year strategy
to conserve water and natural
sonrces along the length of the
Umzimvubu River, is urging
farmers and other groups to

register’ as hiterested and aft |

fecied parties in the gas explo-
ration project.

ProjectmanagerébeheVe_

fracking and gas exploration in
Matatiele is incompatible with
planstooonservetheamaasa
“water factory™,

They note that the Umz
imvubin is one of the last large,
wild rivers in an area with one
of the highest levels of rainfall
mthecountry

gfgg.- St

mental approvals and public -

meetings would be needed if
thee:ip]omﬁondetectedﬁahle
£as reserves,
"thnomaintainsthatltm
not usefpl t6-speculate on the

possible futiire direction of the |.

project as the range of options
is vast and the available infor-

_ mation very limited "

For more information,
cohtact Rhino environmental
consuliant Matthew Hemming

at 0114670845, or mhemming
@slreonsulting.com.

dustr,

outa]

compe
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_<_==m_=_m to fight fracking

Pera Lee

oncerned ressdents and

landowners have been

urged to protest against
gt application for the exploration
£ onshore gas over a massive
portion of KZN. Gas exploration
i the precyrsor to hydrawlic frag-
turing {fracking).

Some 10 800 farms are named
in the 1 500 000ha are: targeted
for gas exploration by Rhino
Oil & Gas, whighswbmitted its
application for an exploration
peemit last week. Areas include
Mooi River, Mid Illovo, Ashbur-
ton, Kranskop, Camperdown and
Hilton, white The Dargle, parts of
Curry’s Pagt, and the Drakensberg
are alse on the “hit hst™,

‘There 13 general agrecmment that
«vun inttial exploratien vould be

T detrimegial to-Qur water Tesources

as #hay will have to dig wells 10
“gxplore”. Fortunately, cutrent
regulations nake it difficult for

them to find suitable well sites
The Midlands Conservancies
Forum says this area “1s one enor-
mous catchment and we believe
there 13 no rattonal basis to allow
exploration here”.

Judy Bell, environmental
copsultant, said, “I am horufied
we have to gnﬂﬁo this-applies
tion preceas wdile the province
g veeling flom a drought. For
us to survive this dry period
AND stop the fraclang of our
precions supalicy, we nupd ol pei

darns were slivsdy running dry,
Land owners do nol own the
aaneral rights to the land they
own or use, *so have no sgy once
the apphication has been autho-
rised”, she said. “Fracking will
affect boreholes, rivers, streams
and air quality. If the drought is
causmg hardship now, what will
happen when what little we have
1s polluted by %
Williars Bmmeter ,{_Hﬁ.
% landuwmes i r._...Q.u Puont,
and whose farm is one of those
histed among the 10 000, said: “It
is bizarre that frackmg is being
contenplated in one of the most
impoitant watersheds of a nation

that 1s mcreasingly riven by
drought, And that at o ttme when
energy prices are at an ali-ime
low. But they are hkely to find
they have a helhiva fight on their
hands in the Midlands.”

As part of the application
process, Rluno Ol & Gas wil]
hold puklic mestngs.

People aie tie-od to untle. An
online petition on At Avaaz oty

wibsite, Lion't Frack South Afri-

<a’s Water Facior™. has already
gained traction, with thousands of
signatures,

* Landowners and citizens must
register 1o make comment:

*Email this sentence “Please

may | register as en Inter-
ested and Affected Party
for the Rhino Oil & Gas
Exploration Right m KZN”
to - Matthew Hemming -
mhemming@siroonsulting.
com and Stefle Moeketses-

puketse@slrconsulting,
gom 011 467 0945 (Tel) or
011 467 0978 (Fax)

+ Meetings: 2 November
9.30am Ashhurton Hafl; 2
November 2.30pm Richmond
Agricultura) Hall; 3 November
2.30pm Lion’s River Club; 4
November 2.30pm Mooi River
Country Club; 5§ November
9.30am New Hanover Hall; 5
November 2.30pm Greytown
Lodge Hall
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031 3R 2323

Childline: 0800 055 555
Gay & n Helfpline:
086 033 3331

Gambiers Anon PMB:

0314631616 ° .
Forest Fires PMB:
0861 KZNFPA
Safe City report crme via
SMS PMB: 083 767 7233
a1 Control Centre, PMB;
033 3911971

SPCA PMB: 033 386 9267

SPCA DBN: 031579 6500

MUNICIPALITY
NSRI: 031 361 8567 Fire Department and %8 ‘) @5
Metra Police: 031 361 0000,
iy g&%%mc s ER
MUNICIRPALITY BO-13L3018 POW Mﬂ
Call Centre; 0800 001868  Eectricity Contact Centre:
Water; 033 2 2128 80 131 3111
Electricity: 033 302 5008/
5006/5029° . 0343 3885
Afer-hours numbar. " Roads damage
0333925098 080 131 3013 .
Traffic Hghts: Durban Transport Bus
033 392 2205 Routes; 031 309 3250
Roads T For People Mover {Inner
033392204 : ~ Clty Bus service):
| 031309 2731 or
EMERGENCY CHEMISTS 031306 2730
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LOWER BACK PAIN:

HOW TO AVOID IT

HEALTH: PAGE 7

5 part of their
ztha, sot off to

‘th and rescue unft,
-oisted up, they flow a
Adpustine's to simulate
spped on the roof. The
*ined rescue was also

. nt team did additional

) GOES VIRAL

5 to stop the assault. The
{lming the video also laughs
= boy is tormented,

Thussi sald: “) am harrified, |
ve that a woman can

h cruelty to a child. The

is brutal and it was clearly
o cause serious damage to

L | honestly hope she is
with attempted murder .."
'woman has been arrested

12 boy's Toster mother opened
agalnst her. The boy has been
3 a place of safety. ~ WR.

Dubious gas

rights deal

One-man firm gets huge exploration rights

AMIL UMRAW,
VUSI MTHALANE and
JONATHAN ERASMUS

A ONE-MAN show ruri froin a shared
office block in Cape Town has cbtained
thelargest explorationrightsin Kwa-Zu-
Ju-Natal, .

Rhino Off and Gas Exploration South
Africa, which has its corporate office in
the known tax haven of the British Vir-
gin Islands, -and with no Imown black
economic empowerment partner, has

) landednotonlyal,s-mﬂ]ionhectam ex-

ploration right in KZN, but similar
nghtsmﬂleFreeStateandEastemCape

covering 73 876 km?Z, The company also

boasts off-shore rights in Namibia, the
Western Cape and Senegal.

With the multinational subs:dmrys
noﬂceofapplimtmnforezmnmem:a]
authorisation lambasted in the media
recently, environmentalists have hit
bacl, citing the vagueness surrounding
the exploration 2s 2 major cause of con-
cern. The Witness has since found that
Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South
African director Phillip Steyn operates
from a single office in Cape Town's Icon

+ Building, with no secretary and works

off a Gmail account,

The Witness tried to contact Steyn
several times vis telephone, SMS and
e-mail over a period of three days. How-
ever, he could not be reached, The com-
pany had recently iodged an application
for an exploration right with Petroleum
Agency South Africa (Pasa).

Oil, gas, condensate, coal bed meth-
ane, helium and biogenic gas are some
of the minerals the exploration hopes
to uncover through seismic surveys and
drilling planned for ihree years,

The conmipany has maintained that
fracking is not envisaged,

Pasa was contacted and after initially
apologising for not answering several
questions, no response was submitted
before print deadline yesterday, The De-
partrnent for Mineral Resonrces also re-
ferred The Witness's queries from one
person to another, and they foo could
not meet the deadline for response,

The exploration in KZN will include
approximately 10 000 farms in areas like
Richmond, Ladysmith, Dundee, Moot
River, Estcourt, New Hanover, Ashbur-
ton, Ulundi and Nkandla, '

Environmentatists have slammed the
move over concerns of potential frack-
ing that may lead to widescale damage
to the ecosystern, KZN-based NPO
groundWork's Bobby Peek said Rhino
Oil and Gas Exploration have been
“minimalistic” on what they intend to
doif vahuable minerals are found in KZN.
“They [Rhino] might say there is no
possibiltty of fracking, but what they are
looking for could be fracked in the fu-
ture) Peek said.

Peek added even though farmers have
a say in terms of negotiating drilling on
their farms, farmers who have not ap-
phedforthenﬁﬂstumineonthmr
farms or have not used their right, could
bewerpmveredbyanynnewhoobtams
the permission {0 do so.

Acting chair of the Midlands Con-
servancy Forum Sarah Allan said they
are concerned about the affect of the ex-
ploration onkeywaterresourcesinKZN,

“The drilling has potential for a huge
impact on the quality, and quantity of

underground water resources which will
in turn have a catastrophic impact on
local agriculture)” Allan said.

SCARCE WATER
VERSUS JOBS

Tha Umzimvubu Catchment Partnership
{UCP), an alliance of 34 local communi-
tles with straddies KZN and the Eastem
Cape says it believes If Rhino Qll and-
Gas Exploratich South Africa is granted
permission fo proceed with the early-
phase exploration, it will lead to hydro-
logical fracturing.

*We need farming, not fracking" said
UCP secretary Nicky McLeod, whois also
an environmental sclentist. ,

The mountalns where the exploration
is set to take place form part of the Drak-
ensberg range bordering Lesotho, Ac-
cording tothe mapthat Is part of Rhino's
application, the area to be explored goes
right up to the Ongeluksnek Wetlands
which McLeod says replenish under-
ground water for boreholes that supply
water tolocal communities and alsofeed
into the uMzimvubu River, providing wa-
ter to many people downstream.

“The uMzimvubu system has béen
earmarked fof a major water storage Ini-
tlative and potentiatly even hydroelectric
capacity. Unfortunately fracking and wa-
ter conservation do not work together
The fracking process neads up to 20 mil-

Tion litres of water per fracking well" she

said.

McLeod says studies dorf In countries
where fracking has taken place show the
negatives far out-weigh the benefits. .

Tello Lephuthing is one of the people
who support the idea of mining as he
says it will provide employment and oth-
er benefits to the mostly rural communi-
ties.



OnesUy nope sne is Agency South Atrica (Pasa). ploration onkeywater resourees in KZN, negatives far out-weigh the bengfits.
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AREPORT released by SLR Consulting, the Indepeng-
ant environmental assessment practitioner for the
project, shows the following preiiminary lssues and
potential impacts have been Identified and will be
Investigated as part of the environmental assess-
-ment process. .
- Farm safety - accass by unknown persons to farms
has the potential to cause. security risks on farms,
Operating heavy vehicles and equipment may pose
safety risks, Runaway fires may present a potential
safety risks for both people and livestock,
-Fa:mlnﬁasﬂucture‘—farms-roads.gatesandfences
may be damaged during exploration activity,
+ Soll and land capability~ activities at the selsmic
and drilil sites may affect soils and land capability
if poorly regulated and not rehabilitated,
-Blodiversity— activitios at the seismicand drili sites
have the potential to disturl and or destroy vegeta-
tlon, habitat unitsand related ecasystem functional-
ity, Including the disturbance of protecteq species.
« Surface water — the proposed activitias at the sels-
ric and drill sttes has the potential topoliute surface -
water resources through consumptive use and the
discharge of contaminants.
. Groundwater—theproposeddrllfinghasthe potsn-
tial to consume and contaminate grouncdwater re-
sources, which could impact avallability to other
grounciwater users and the ecosystem.
* Air — the proposed project has the potentlal to
contribute to air pollution, particularly through dust
emissions from vehicles on gravel roads and the re-
lease of gas from boreholes. K
« Noise and vibrations — the proposed profect has
the potential to cause nolse pollution du;l:g dritiing
activities, Seismic surveys may-cause damage to
structures and disturh livestock and wildlife,
. SOCIO?WMF- the project has very limited po-
tentiak-to contribute towards socio-economic Im-
.~ pacts, malnly-because local peopie do not have the
A1 scarce skdlls required and migrant labour will have
to be imported.
While positive impactsinclude job creation and stim-

?
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FTI ulation of the local and reglonai sconomy, the poten-

g tial negative soclo-economicimpacts include poten-
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who addressed them in & town
b alurmnus Hlanganani Gumbi,
nzini, said the programme gave
opporhunity to meet people
doing “big things".
[pemocratic Alliance MPL, said
people including Congress-
Sheila Jackson Lee, a member
Democratic Party.
b, whose 2014 application was
Jssful, said re-applying for the
bgramme wes worth it.

can Leaders aluminl Candice Potgieter and Hlanganani Gumbi have
W:rogramme PHOTO: IAN CARBUTT

“What T really like about the pm
gramme is that it is tailored to meet
each individual’s needs.

“Because I was doing Public Man-
agement, I was based in the office of
amayorwhowasthementormcharge
of the African programme,” he szid.

Having recentlyretwrned from a six-
month stint at Howard Uriiversity,
Washington, Gumbi said he would
jump at the opportunity to go back.
» sabelo.nsele@witness.co.za

tions after

the school corridors on their

of classes. However this year,
boys were injured and at least
italised

ther said her son was pushed

embanlanent and hit his back
ulder.

s 50 badly hurt that his friends

p him up and take him to the

My son said the teacher used

e medicine on his bruises
n gave him two Panados before
him on his way;" said the moth-

id when her son arrived at
was “crying with pain” and

bspital in Payn Street. :
doctors found a trace of blood
rine 30 we were worried about
eys. He hasbeenin consultation
[eurosurgeon, undergone anul-
d and x-ray and is now seeing
btherapist” said the mother.

aid the physiotherapist said her
es were similar to a slipped

son was my priority when all
mened, but nowthat hehasbeen
fed Ihavehadtamctothnm.He

blice station. [must add ny dis-
iment in the school sincenc one

edlate]y rushed him to Medi- -

barbaric run

bothered to contact us when the injury
occurred, And still, even after I notified
the school that my son was hospital-
ised, no one contacted us” added the
mother

She said her son described the day’s
events as “shocking and barbaric”

Last week; Luman denied allegations
that pupils were hospitalised or severely
injured. Yesterday Luman said that they
were notified about the boy's hospitali-
sation after they had already responded
to questions from Weekend Witness.

However, he said a senior staff mem-
ber visited the boy at his home,

“The school was appalled to hear of
what had happened to this boy and, as
stated previously, does not condone
and willnot tolérate suchbehaviour. We
will be discussing the role of traditions
with the boys” seid Luman.

He added that once all statements
were received from the boys, the school
would be implementing further disci-
plinary action.

“We have not been informed of any
other boys being hospitalised. As with
the other boys that have been disci-
plined, we will formally address any ad-
ditional evidence of unacceptable be-
haviour and sare still busy talking to
those boys wishing to discuss the mat-
ter” ke added.

kaﬂerae.pal!ay@wutness co.za

arrested for various crimes, includ-
1rinr nnrencrinn nf hnnicnhennbine

‘well as the

against

fracking’

Bid against controversial
gas exploration in KZN

AMIL UMRAW ,
and JONATHAN ERASMUS

CIVIC groups are rallying together, in
anticipation of frying to block plans
for the controversial gas exploration in
the province,

Rhino Oil and- Gas Exploration
South Africa, which has secured explo-
ration rights totalling 1,5 million hec-
tares of farmland in the heartland of
KwaZulu-Natal including Pieterma-
ritzburg, the Midlands and towards
Ladysmith, is expected to begin nest
month with a series of public consujta-
tion meetings as required under South
Africa’s stringent environmental laws.

While the company has said
through their environmental consult-
ants SLR Consulting, they aren’t pro-
posing the use of hydraulic fracturing
or “fracking” for the exploration proc-
33, a groundswell of opposition since
the company annowmeed its intentions

last week, has grown exponentially.

The Witness previously revealed
that Rhino, which has landed explora-
tion rights totalling more than
73 000 km? countrywide, isregistered
in the tax haven of the British Virgin
Islands and is run by just one man
called Phillip Steyn from a shared of-
fice block in Cape Town. Repeated dai-
ly attempts to get comnment from Steyn
have been unsuccessful,

Francios du Toit, the CEQ of Pieter-
maritsburg-based ‘African Conscrva-
tion Trust, said he anticipated groups
from a wide spectrum to put up their
opposition against the exploratlon.

“The public consultation process is
merely a tick thebox ezercise. Weneed
o beunified in our vision to make sure
we do not overlap. The area being ex-
plored is about 20% of the province.
This is a health, environmental and so-
cial issue. We anticipate interest from
a wide spectrum of groups from farm-
ing to church-based organisations as
larger organisations,” said
DuToit, adding that because of the size
of the exploration area there was a
needtohnvelocalgroups atallIl meet-
ings beginning on November 2.

Operating under the name of the
Sustainable Alternatives to Fracking

'.'mrm?mﬁm%
cess 10 the s . regidie-
- ents-and thousands of rural

and Explération (Safe) Alliance, an

e-mail forum yesterday e-mailed
points the public should ask the con-
sultants at the public meetings and of-
fered advice on how to grow support
against the fracking.

This tncludes a focus on health,
hosting information sessions, creating
a strong ontine presence and possibly
obtaining an urgent court interdict to
stop the entire process. One of the key
strategies is to make it a “moral victo-
ry” while including the historical value
to land, such as whether it is sacred.

The Wltmzss has continued, since
last week, to seek comment fromboth
the Petroluem Agency of South Africa
and the Department of Mineral Re-
sources, however, at the time of going
toprint no response was forthcoming,
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Picket at fracking meet

'Fracking is the ‘biggest environmental, socio-economic threat’ to KZN
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conmnumty engagement sesgon.
“IThe venpes for] two mertmyk we

Twove Tield this week have been inade-

ble" sd Hemming.

He said only st Taylora Halt did they
have 4 poor sttendance

Rhino COO Phillip Stéyn said beun-
derstands the emotion but winle heun-

Erviimnmental consitant Matthow Homming hed to
cancel the mesting owe: sal=ty concerns

Hgh at the Greytown pubhc consuitaton mesting over the
expioration.

Over 200 Greytown residents attended a public consultations meeting about the possible exploration of the area  Emotions fan
for gas and ofl yesterday The meeting was cancelled bocause the vanue was too small posshillliy of ol and gas
PHOTO: AN CARSUTT ’ PHOTO: LAN CARBUTT

| Probe into second video allegedly showing suspect shot at by cops

JORANNESBUIR: —Gauteng police sy fiy

are g the mm, who had allegedly hijocked sndshot  News24
mvestigating a second videoof & robber Johannes-

someone, from Berframs, 1 centrad The Incadent comies days aiter four puhes offl-

who was shot by pohice tm D, Sowetn, o
the weekend

“The man was taken to hioapitel with ganshot
‘wounds to his xnmn and was charged with posses-
eyt

SRR ey i
mman! acase
and that the docket was handed over to the Inde-
Ganteng commisaoner Lientenent-
Genenl Legetjn Mothiba appounted a teem o m-
vestigute the Kweza sald.
The vadeo revording had not yet been seen by

il

P P
"

i s ariphionsiS eincac.ansn = $I%: Sordex to 11006

|'The Witness

—————

cers Yinked to the kilhing of a suspected eriminasl
in ool hikwyd were arrested and charged with mur-
der m Kragersdony, west of Johanneshurg, on

Monday.
The officers, three men and 2 woman, alkegedly
shot and lled Kimlekstn Mpmza on Octobier 19
The Seudiey Tymes reported at the weekend it
Tad closed arent television (CCTV) footwge of

PORT Exzabeth polica have no record of a s attacker can be heand saying. 1
woad rage assault involving two men wil feiting you uwp ¢

was caught on film on The alegad In the incident

footage of the ncident on had rushed fo the Scena. after
Tuesdey and showed & man beating an- his had been nvolved: n an acck-
other at the roadside whie parmedics dert

and othes bystanders lockad on Paramechcs who withessed the Incident
While 2 man cowers and thes to shiekd  had toid how the afleged agiressor had

PE's ‘road rage dad’, victim still unidentified

|8



Kwanalu preps
farmers on fracking

From tefi, Rib Stupylion- smth (Inywe Farmers Association); Michael Hayward
(Mount (Curric Nurmers Association): Robert Rawking (Cedarville Farmers Associa-

he KZN Agricultural Union, He said the proposed explo-
I Kwanalu, took u proactive  ration application is the single -
stance against the proposed  biggest agricultural, socio-

Notice of Application for an explo- , €coniomic, environmental threat
ration right by the Rhino Oil and  * facing SA to date.
Gas Exploration South Aftica (Pty) ' President of Kwanalu Andy
Ltd in the province, and called Buchan urged members to stand
a special meeting, which took united with one voice. “It is impor-
place in Pietermaritzburg for the tant that we have the right knowi-
chairpersons.of alf KZN Farmers® edge and the right ammunition
Associations, going into these public hearings,”

The proposed exploration will  he said. ~ o
affect an area of 1 500 000he and Sandy La Marque, CEOQ of
nearly 10 080 farms in central Kwanal: said, “This is not just
KZN. The purpose of the meeting  about saving the farmer from the
was 10 ensure that farmer leaders possible devastating environmental
fully understand the potential agri-  implications, but it is also an issue
cultural, socio-ecenomic, environ-  about health. We encourage our
mental and health impacts of the members to attend the public hear- |
proposed exploration and possible  ings as a matter of importance.”
bydraulic fracturing or “fracking®. Wednesday 4 November 2015 -
- Addressing the farmers, CEO Mooi River Country Club 2:30 pm
of the African Conservation Trust Thursday 5 November 2015 -
Francois Du Toit explained the New Hanover Public Hall 9:30 am
issues and impact the applica- Thursday 5 November 2015 -
tion lodged by Rhino Oil and Gas  Greytown Lodge Confererice Hall
wottld have on the province, and 2:30 pm
what this means for land owners For further information visit
and the public. www.kwanaly.co.zx

| Karkioof kit

s one of the three “Colla
Kids” growing up in the
f valley in the

1950s and 60s, Tod Collins spets
his childhood clambering over
the crags of that lovely district,
and his earliest schooldays there.
Unbeknown to many there was
once 8 school tucked away in the
Karkloof mountains.
L Under Mbona hill was the
farm “The Forest,” and beyond
this, & rondavel where for two -,
years, seven barefooted boye wes
tutored by a strict Engtish school
marm. E

‘The two years at The Forest
possibly sowed the seeds that ..
later resulted in Tod’s travels to
the Himalaya of Nepal and other
mountain ranges, and his writing
skills, :

Licence
lage Talk has been inum
dated with phone calls,
letters and personal visits
Already annoyed that KZNs
licence fees are the highest in the

11| | country, costing more than they dc

tion) am! Roger Godsmack (Forestry South Afvica),

[ A

W—M g TE
- g )

\|Jl | in Johannesburg and Cape Town, .
| | they are now even more incensed

that licence renewats are no longa
being sent out.

Here m Howick, as everywhen
else, there is a lengthy procedure
which has to be endured, and thod
wanting to buy their renewals are
warned to take the following al
with them: ID m:mmt;‘gmofog
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S saging, T3 reafly vad, BUT lefs remember that with chailenge
comes huge OPportunity’s” We really like that My Meger! #truestory

May 2016 be the year you wish it to be — at the end of the day, it’s
really up to us. )

Ekusakolen; slceln Selungelo Lokuhloly tzimbiwa-phansi smapitazinl shiukahlukens
Division ET, FT, 68, GY, GU & GV esifunden| seMantehi yassMgungundicvy, Kumzylu-Natal)
(Flg'sh;«? mhmmmﬂ-mw mmhmmhmmmwma
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eniewen yemvolo ofancle wmmummmmw.mﬁmmmmm
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funikezwa isazeo noslesi slooly

‘ Uhtthetho Wolilmwulwa _WMWHMImM Petroieum Agency South
Kwazemvelo Kuzwelonke {GNR 084), lapho kuzokwenziwa khong inqubo yokubheka Africa
i {No. 107 ka-199g). ko ne-EA ngokweZigondiso Ze-EIA 2014, Ref: 12/3/291 ER
mmm Ltd mmmmmmmmmmm
Mb::w mﬁ?’ Wham mm@émmamzommm
weSigaha 24{5) sa-Nezhis Uhiaka lohbik> Wokibhekws Kweesno | & okuze luhiaziywe umphakathy
Iye kowahishm T mi ahathl. Bonks haza ukuba babe khons:
NooLweslbir 2 UNhiotarya 2018 Howdok Wost Community Hal, 2:30pm

NMDQWMZMB G‘lymeommmilyl'ld,ﬁ‘lcﬂlmshet 2:30pm -
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25 NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION &

NOTICE OF ADDITIONAL PUBLIC MEETINGS
Application for an Exploration Right far Petroloum on various farms In Registration Divislons ET, FT,

Jnmhappnewmmmwmmmwmmwhmmmmawwmm
mhmmmmmmm The purposs of the wirk wodd beaulalybdahmmﬂnpmueufany
mmmmmmwmmma-mwmmmmh

Lagiaition © | Amhorleation required and procesy ts be feliowed Comprient Auttosty
Nafional Emvironmenial &Mmm-mﬁuﬂnomnforagmywmw Petrolaum Agency South Airica
‘Manegement Act - Noﬁnaz(GNRM‘fwﬂﬁd\aBeophumd Ref" 12/3/291 ER an agency of
(No. 107 of 1998) Emmmulmaﬂhwm(ﬁsl)mﬂbe tha Depariment of kMnera]
undertaker, in ferms of the EIA Reguiations 2014 {GNR Resotirces.
982, B Decamber 2014)
SLR Consulfing muwmasmmaepandmmmmhl praciitoner and is the
raqundmdm&ummm mmbhmummmhomwmsm

The 5 have been in yenues. All siimholders ers mvited o glisnd.
[-™™ Yonue
Tusaday 2 Februzry 216 Howck West Gommursty Hall, . 230pm
Wadnenday 3 February 2016 Mooi River Town Hall, 10 Claughton Terrage 2:30pm
Thursglay 4 Febyirary 2118 Greyiown Communfly Hel, 81 Cahoart Strel - 230pmn
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Thieves plunder
Beacon Hill aloes

permit,” said Bve Hughes of the
Fnends of Beacon Hill Commit-
tee, “Beacon Hill 18 a proctaimed
. CONSErvaticn area 50 We were

B hopingto protect the lest of our

the past couple of summers end as
. Bresult, there are anly a fow alocs

nmmma,unmnaym
<y 01083 254 4223, or Dave Pullin at
N DIZEE2 1566,

chvecks 0is the wloe Buncerrﬂ Mneves e
i sebadbie ad o e M’""ﬁ" - ]

_Your grass cuttings
__could save lives

Ifyouwmbdmatem
phone 083-696-0007 for more

ties of brnging it 0 this area, "As  Mftmation.

001 &3 We cam 8et up & colleotion Smdyl-aMnmxowamlu

pmnimﬁewﬂmtk #t will be all

Shewmdﬂntﬂreouuof
trmeportmg the grass 1o distant. |
srees could omtwaeigh the value -
bag can Ghed 8 sheep for amonth, O the grass” “For it teason we

'I‘hig_cm gon l:mgwty m,hﬂlp: B

Ky D 1 b 5 cr.h
gl nad Slour

G-flmlﬂl

Ut sty Koo s
-_nr-mm %

T
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‘Mining and fracking are different’
mwmlommm:r

‘o mining the Midlands’

all the sione aggregate quarnes
wall be closed, the sand pits where
wo exiract sand from rivers will

w | ANEWENS. T T
Ting, we never got them ™

He wanted to know more about
fracking, he added, “How much
gand ig used per bole, how much
watter, Tho mestings could let us

: know,hnﬁmmt—c—wwﬁsgm

what type of sand do they need?

‘Where will it come firom™”

Sterling amd there was hittle
=atid avatlable in the Midlands

Fhinc 00 4 Ses BT
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3 M_

|hearti..

FRE:E\)
\\g}m TEST /-

Howick 033-330 8081
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BRIKG OUR CHILDREN

HOME TODAYI

Join the ﬂghi againsi' human
trafficking and help MCSA to
bring children home ;aﬁsb

SMS MCSA to-
41006 to donate
R25 today!*

CHILBREN

SOUTH AFRICA®
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‘Get the hell out of KZN’

Gas firm faces strong Opposition fo fracking at Howick community meeting

T 1 |_.

Garte Slarctie presenter

F | Fi i 4

h'l'hl pub-
U} eontmssition of

Iie
of lbesi the eacly stages o the exvron, ’L ¥
mm]mpuctumm : i

land of our chuldren® Mandsnadsrmwloeﬂmkmmmatmaﬁadmmatm OF and Gas South Afnca COD the foreground) was
TheHmlckWest!bwnHlﬂpezime- West Town Hall, mmmmmmmﬁ%sm‘m J

adomed with Inprotest to Rhi- 4 fraction of the ented mithe [LS, mamed vocally combative, “The g

no’hlpphuthninuphghrhydmm- 1 South Africs, by developmg anoiland As the meetmg progressed to the ilmghtmhmwdmcmlﬂmtm— Rhﬂnmmﬂdnedformmlhng
bons ) g:pmdgﬁy:tmﬂdmmrhxmd qtmmmdw:v;pedudnbm du&g;ywhmhﬁ?mg gﬁw«@mum
Environments] Broups remgined wo- t O country; said Steyn. Bradually caimer more techiicll . fame world ever shout i, the previous mestmgs avails-
dmmmmm Stcyummsb?umdoilwuldm by inﬂ:mﬂnnnchnumﬂmﬂwhms hhmfhuewhoma&cmd.ﬂm
tmtiple & existence, :

: the; depends
“No amgtle péeson can take a-decimon omnuhmcomemed?oungm M-%wzﬂhﬁnﬁmmadﬁr,'-id mg:l

somhething Mpophomery,
haumlmthnmm«nmmp- agromn decinion This wall benefit every- nad ohpected to the tonsletion of Nohuthando Nzimande from tne S thag
hmnfnilmdmAmdpemlaﬁglﬁ one m South Afsies” be and mlmwﬂmmm Yodh Chmate Change  Coalition, Agmnat what you are proposmg Get the
Mmmmmmm 'I!nlpplmimtelylmmmd tuldmmmmepwrwﬂlpayﬁe Uml’leﬁmmﬂmg (
Rloohtlnmonjustmr.lt'wemﬂdhm and the representatives of Rhiny re. Diglgest price ﬂ:ehktmhgdhmhﬁmmdtbmn * joniathan

Accountant who was forced to become a gardener lands his dream job

'THE kmﬂﬂu-ﬂmlmmtm madntherlnlmmtnﬁnthb:puL tooumting homework and Miolo of Hetumed to doang; ={Tme joba Hike demmﬁhnﬂly&mq:mmnbhnga,
heumumbmuhemﬂdmt manest job after she learnt that he was £red fo help mﬂnmg.mm.gmwddmgmd wl:onﬂuedhima']ob
f-ndnmcrb‘xhnheenmmhyaa 2 qualified accountant She met the 36- She was shacked when she recsed he srade between RAN and T an w sonrd = wrr — & 1
Cilchaldamnisnve T b * ate Juit vear W SR
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15 000 FARMS MAY BE TARGETED

40% of KZN
set for

Setrior officiale of the US
Geclogical Survey reached

i

3

ST RAINO OIL LEASE AREA
COMBINED EXPLORATION ARGH
COVERS 27.5% OF KIH LAND SURFACE.

1oy But wihile oor senomy will
suryive without gas, it cannot
survive without water, =
“The cursant dronght
hed & serioun imyact en‘our

| TR
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=
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| ST & |

taken at attas wheee it 18 lawfil
and respony
Bletodono ™

He 1 holdmg & furtha
9erles of public mesting
irom March 211 m Ulund

Dannhai‘mnrnrmenm;
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mce:nedlesndmmmd
{andowners have been

‘urged to protest againet
an application for the exploration
of anshore gas over 8 massive
portion of KZN, Gas explosation
1 the precursor to hydraulic frac-
turing

Moot River, Mid Tlovo, Ashbur-
ton_ Kranskop, Camperdown and
Hilton, while The Dargle, parts of
Curry's Yost, and the Drakensherg
are elso an the “hit Tst”

There 18 gencral agreement that

even imtial exploration cowddbe  damg were 2
detrimental o onr walerresourees  Land pwmers o ek s e
an they will have to dig wells to mincral nights to the land they
"explaze"Fo:hmmely;mrent OWI Or Use, “so have no say once
make it difficult for the applicaticn has been suthe-

them to find suitable well sites rised®, she seud. “Fracking will
The Midlanids Conservancies affect boreholes, rivers, streams
Forum zays thus area “is one anor~ and ar quality. If the drought is
mous catchment and webehieve  cauing hardship now. what will
thors 15 ro retional basis toallow  happen when what Little we have
eaploration here”. is polluted by fracking?”

Judy Beil, William Saunderson Mayer,
consuliant, said, “] am horrified g Jandowner in Curry’s Post,
Wb have to undergo this applica-  and whose furm is one of those
flon process while the provimee ljsted among the 10 000, said: “It
1s reeling from o drought. For is bnzarre thet fracking i bemyg
us 1o survive this y period contemplated i one of the most
AND stop the frecking ef our important watersheds of & nation
precious supplies, we trust ali get

mvolved.“She added rivers and

B i f;’#"\
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N@ MINING THE KZN MIDLANDS

that s increasmgly riven by

drought And that atatime when  ested and Affected Patty
myp’icesmatma]l-t;ﬂe for the Rhino Oit & Gas
low But they are likely to Exploration Right in KZN”
they have & hellwva fight on thetr  to - Maithew Hemming -
hands int the Midlands.” i

As part of fhe application com and Stella Mozketses-
process, Rhino Oit & Gas wall moeketse@slreonmultting.
hold public com 011 467 0945 (Tel) or

People are urged to unite. An 011 467 0978 (Fax)
onbne petition on the Avaaz org * Mectings: 2 Novamber
website, Don't Frack South Afri-  -30am Ashburten Hak, 2
ca's Water Factor”, bas already e
gainod traction, with thousands of 2 3pw Lion's River Club; 4
sypmalures, ’ Novemiber 2.30pm Mool

» Landowness end citizens mugt  Tosmtry Claby S Nevember
register to make comment; ' m":m“m:

Email this sentence “Piease Ladgs Halt
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Wakefields Midlands would
like to welcome four new
meinbers to ow Team,

each bringing a wealth of
experience to their respective
areas.

From left; Elmarie Lourens

Shi Daneys Hatting and
T e ating
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PHONE AJAY
082 866 2384
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GALVAN!SED {2440mm X
2100mm) j

= 31 499-90

* JOJO WATER TANK
4500LT

= R39€9.€C

* CROWN ARCTIC WHITE
20LT :

- R2e£.CJ
* BUILDIT SCREWDRIVER

BET BLACK TIP 6PCE
-R$8.90

* BUILD-IT NTOMBI SINK
MIXER WALL MOUNT

-R28€.90

S S T ey W ]



Francors du Yolt, CEO of Afniean
Conservation Trust, said the
envronmental process was being
nushed and was a ‘hick bax affale"

ix1g on behalf of Riving Oil and Gas Fx-
ploation South Afiica, made the state-
ment at 2 hesied meeting (see aide bar)
Ashburton Halt in the

5t John's DSG Grade 10 pupll Kelly Pearson read out and hand delivered a
peﬂﬂonﬁnmﬂuschodmﬂ\mmmmﬁmmﬂg Sha
accomparzed by teacher Brenda Willows

PHOTG: JONATHAN ERASMUS

teed, 1t neede o present the agency with
environmental impact assessment
public conmitation, mugkwhi}emqrmmmdthem Finally, pushed fora “yes® or “0o” my-

signatories, Pearson saki: 1 be-
Neve the risk to 500 arid water
whi have serfous repercussions ..

I
r
j

eowironmentalist  Desmond
called on the affected poputationto
oo et
#
*Standf up against them wd! or-



TO FRACK OR NOT?

Rhino Oil and Gas EXP'OI' ation SA have recently lodged an application

for exploration rights covering an area of 1 500 000 ha of KZN.
This will enable thém to do seismic testing and drilling and Iif permission is granted it is
likely to lead to extraction by hydraulic fracturing (fracking) They would then have the
mineral rights over this huge expanse of land. o

FRACKING

What is it?

Fracking is the process of drilling down into the earth hefore a high-pressure water mixture is
directed at the rock to reloase the gas inside. Water, sand 3 chemicals are injected into the rock at
high pressure which allows the gas to flow out to the head of the well.

And why is it important to you?
+ Large volume of water use in water-deficlent areas
Methane pollution and its impact on health & climate change
Air poltution impacts
Exposure to toxis chemicals
Blowouts dus to gas explosion
Waste disposal
Fracking induced earthquakes and tramors.
Contamination of groundwater

* & & & ¥ & 9

The consultants have called a public participation meeting for
Ashburton and surrounds at the Ashburton Public Hall {library)
on
Monday 2™ November 2015 at 09h30

PLEASE MAKE YOUR BEST FFFORT TO ATTEND — THIS IMPACTS ON US ALL
We have a responstbility to ourseives, our children and our families to keep cur erwironmant heafthy for both
current and future generations

For more information please contact pamkoral@mweb.co.za or hicole@toprocks.com

Yow DECIDE
Iy YOUR FUTURE!
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NEWS

United against fracking

People’s Climate March in Howick sees hundreds demonstrate against climate change

AMEA UMRAW

ADIVERSE group of enviroementaliste
took 1o the streets m Howck yesterday
o demonstrate against chirnete change.
The People’s Climate Macch sturted
on Mamp Stieet with sbout 200 con-
cerned remdents snd members of non-
gwmommaﬁnumman
effort to grow ewareness around sus-
tairuihie anergy and threats fo the envi-
The crowd, conzisting of all taces, age
groups and creeds, the group took
the sireets with posters, placards and
hnmmwhhbedmgondmmn,m—
ing and anmming
Before the demonstretion, the
mﬂr.hwnsnearﬂ:eﬂumd:
snd weretreated to mypronspiupo-
«cms, songs and speecheg regarding the
corent state of chmate change, the 1m-
pactonthemvimunﬂ:tsndm

‘e implemented.
Mnmﬂmmﬁpenplealmngnedu

Demonstrators took to the sireets of Howick yesterday during tha People’s Climate March. PHOTOS: AMIL UMRAW

astopmjectnuniﬁedmnppnms crowd that attended as this will creste  temnatives for homes and busmesses,.  more affordsble Brighton
the gax exploration that may coverover  swareness around the ‘environmendal Also at the demonstration was envi- “We reslise thet you 88y 1
15 million hetares of KZN land ills the courdry faces Nikh‘tbeﬂrigmwmmd to fracking withoit providng a visk

"I‘udwmmslmthatmhww “Allthnaewhnﬂmmdupwu-empn- ﬂuzmlda woldwidemes-  altematives. Most municipalities wa
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‘Unite
against

fracking’

Bid against controversial

| gas exploration in KZN

AMIL UKRAW
and JONATHAN ERASNIUS THE pukhc outery has Jed to an
onlina petition pahing amest
CIVIC groups are millymg together in 1000 wtes to stop the intendad
anticipation of trying o block plans fias exploration In KZN
for the controversial gaseaplorationm Enviconmentalist Ncky McLeod
the pravinee creatad the appeal snbrtied
Rhing Off and Ga= “Don't Frack South Africa’s Water
nghts h-LSnn'JInnho- Mﬁn‘:‘w&m«;
ation ‘totwlling
tares of farmiend 1n the heartland hwmmﬁmm
misbarg, the Midands end towerds voted agalnst tiv thiee-year ax-
= expected o begin next plomtion, some of which wers
monthwith s senes of public conmilia- signed by forelgnars from island
{iom mectings as required inicher South 2 the United Kingdom
While company campagning agalnst fracking
therr environmental the Eaclern Capa’s Matatiele
iz SIR they sren't pro- plans to deliver the petition to na.
the use of hydrclie flonal minkster of water &nd san+-
o “fracking” for the explomtionpeoc- 4o Nommuda Mokoryane
g8, A grommdswell of ion ginee "Racking  eageres aboy
company smientions 20 miion tres of water for eath
last week, has grown exponentially. drik stte. Faw people will have a-
i revealed eoss to the skilsd b renuirs
that Rhino, which hes landed explors- ments and thousands of n
tion more than  peoplemay be advercaly atioctal
73000 kan? ide 18 registered i it
in the tax haven of the Britith Virgin " the petitson
Islands and 15 Tun by just one man "We noad reopwabie g,
called Steyn from a shared of- 1ot short-term fosal) el extae
fice block in Cape T'own, Repeated dai- Hon at the expense of au ware
zﬁmhgmmm and wel-heing’s
Trancaos du Toit, the CEQ of Preter-

African ad Explocstom (Safe) Alliance, 3n
tion Trust, sard he antiei email forom  yesterdey e-mailed
from a wide spectrim to puf up their  points the public should ask the con-
opposition agamst the sultants x the public meetfugs and of-

“The pubii connilfation process is  Sred arbvice on how to grow support
meredyaticktheborerrelge Weneed  agamst the frackmg,
tobeuniflad in pur vision tomake sire Tios mwindes & focus on health,
] a [presence
Thisis ;exrviromnental andse-  obtaming an urgent court interdict to
“;'i"‘“'“ pr fmmﬂ mh mhu'o';:ﬂhw
] spechm of groups to a -victn-
to church-hased #  1y” while incloding the bistoncal value
well as the lger y smd 10 kind, much o8 whether 1t 3 sacved
Toit, ndding that because of the siza The has contiwed, mnce
of the exploration srea there was 2 Instweek,, 10 seck comment from both
needtohavelocal gronpe st all limeet-  the Petrolsem Agency of South Aftica
ings begrming on Novernber 2. and the of Mi Re-
Opensting under the name of the bowever, ot the time of going
to Fracking  topomt o response was forfheoming.
Tha Purhan Unwarsily of Technology
1 poliaborsienn with
tha dplamenc msslons of the Eurspes tnot,
Gewrany aryd Framce
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