e

'e

DIGBY WELLS

ENVIRONMENTAL

3 MONITORING FOR FOSSILS

List of Acronyms

ECO Environmental Control Officer

MA Monitoring Archaeologist

A regular monitoring presence over the period during which excavations are made, by either an
archaeologist or palaeontologist, is generally not practical.

The field supervisor or foreman and workers involved in digging excavations must be
encouraged and informed of the need to watch for potential fossil and buried archaeological
material. Workers seeing potential objects are to report to the field supervisor who, in turn, will
report to the Environmental Control Officer (ECO). The ECO will inform the archaeologist and/or
palaeontologist contracted to be on standby in the case of fossil finds.

To this end, responsible persons must be designated. This will include hierarchically:
m The field supervisor or foreman who is going to be most often in the field;
m The ECO for the project;
m The Project Manager

Should the monitoring of excavations be stipulated in the Archaeological Impact Assessment
and/or the Heritage Impact Assessment, the contracted Monitoring Archaeologist (MA) can also
monitor for the presence of fossils and a make field assessment of any material brought to
attention. The MA is usually sufficiently informed to identify fossil material and this avoids
additional monitoring by a palaeontologist. In shallow coastal excavations, the fossils
encountered are usually in an archaeological context.

The MA then becomes the responsible field person and fulfils the role of liaison with the
palaeontologist and coordinates with the developer and the ECO. If fossils are exposed in non-
archaeological contexts, the palaeontologist should be summoned to document and
sample/collect them.




