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27 June 2013
BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED NJONJO 88/22KV, 2 * 20MVA SUBSTATION ESTABLISHMENT AND ESTABLISH THE NCWANE-OKUKU 88KV LOOP IN LOOP OUT TURN IN LINES.

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

The Ulundi Municipality electrical infrastructure is ageing, with no master plan nor sufficient funds to develop, maintain and operate the network. Eskom relies on the municipality’s flexibility and schedule in attending to faults. The Ulundi municipality network has got no back-feed capability, hence Eskom’s supply is interrupted whenever the municipality’s network experiences faults. This has affected all Eskom’s customers supplied off the wheeled network, including Ulundi NB59 and Ulundi NB35. The confirmed developments around Ulundi area require a new source of supply. It is prudent to establish a reliability substation in the vicinity of Njonjo area in order to cater for the anticipated load, while ensuring compliance with the reliability gate keepers. The new substation will have feeders interconnection with Nyokeni, Hlabisa and Mtonjaneni substation.
Sineke Developments was appointed by Eskom to conduct the environmental impact assessment process.
Eskom proposes to: 

· Establish 2*88kV feeder bays and equip them accordingly. 

· Establish 88/22kV 2*20MVA transformer with associated equipment.

· Establish 8*22kV feeder ( leave only 2 Feeder bays unequiped);

· Construct an approximately 4km each loop-in loop-out line from the Ncwane/Okuku 88kV line in Chickadee conductor to supply Njonjo Substation, which will be located in the close vicinity of the line.

· Equip the following feeder bays and construct MV feeders as follows: Feeder 1 to supply Ulundi NB59, approximately 4km to tie in at T2095L5; Feeder 2 to supply Ulundi NB35, approximately 3km to tie in at T2329L3; All the TIL's will be constructed using the Hare conductor.

· Construct about 20km of Hare conductor from the substation to supply the P700 development which is currently wheeled through Okuku NB50 2. 

· Construct about 20km of Hare conductor to interconnect with Ulundi NB34, 36 & 37 after the interconnection between the three mentioned networks.

· Construct about 25km of Hare conductor to interconnect with Hlabisa NB30 at T5882L2 4.

· Construct about 15km of Hare conductor to supply the electrification on the South-East of Ulundi town and deload a portion of Ulundi NB59 through MBANDA electrification area.
SITE DESCRIPTION
The proposed sites for the establishment of Njonjo 88/22kV, 2 * 20MVA Substation establishment and associated TIL will be situated in Mahlabathini (Ward 8) (see attached maps).  Four alternative sites have been identified and will be investigated during the environmental impact assessment process. The sites can be accessed from D1726 and P706 (see attached maps).
ACTIVITIES LIKELY TO BE TRIGGERED BY NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT 107 OF 1998
A Basic Environmental Assessment for the proposed Njonjo 88/22kV, 2 * 20MVA Substation establishment and associated TIL is being undertaken in accordance with the EIA Regulations published in Government Notice No 3306 of June 2010, read with section 24(5) of the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998).

In terms of Government Notice No. 3306 of June 2010, the following listed activities are applicable, which may have an impact on the environment.

Activity 10: The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the transmission and distribution of electricity –

(i) Outside urban areas or industrial complexes with a capacity of more than 33 but less than 275 kilovolts.

Activity 23: The transformation of undeveloped, vacant or derelict land to –

(ii) Residential, retail, commercial, recreational, industrial or institutional use, outside an urban area and where the total area to be transformed is bigger than 1 ha but less that 20 ha; -

Except where such transformation takes place for linear activities.
PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
This project is likely to have several positive impacts. These include:
· Job opportunities for local labour during the construction phase of the project;

· Reliable electricity supply in the areas to be serviced by this substation.

However, the project is also likely to result in the following negative impacts:

· There is likelihood of an increase in noise levels and safety risks during construction.

· The permanent loss of vegetation on the project footprint.

 EIA PROCESS
A Basic Environmental Assessment process would be followed based on the regulations in terms of chapter 5 of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998). 
YOUR INVOLVEMENT
Should you wish to register as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) with regards to this development, please submit your contact details and written concerns or interests to the under mentioned person by the 26 July 2013. Your input will assist in the identification and mitigation of impacts.
A notice will be placed in a local newspaper notifying interested and affected parties and the general public of a public meeting in due course. Registered Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) will be notified directly of this meeting.
CONTACT PERSON
Dr Nelson Mwanyama
Cell: 0741910180 or 0611771961, Tel/Fax: 033 3441563, Fax: 0862470888, 
Email: nelsoncm@telkomsa.net
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