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Dear Mp Martin
Thank vou for vour kind letter of 10 Mav 1995,

T apologise for ny delsy in  replyving., but I have heen on leave
For two weeks. T am nobt sure  iF 1t wasm bLhe muceh needed rest and
recnperabion  or whethesy it is  Just having Ms Rowoldt back to
advisge me, but T  have found out  where the original of the
painting is. Frances Somerset, the danghter of Henry Somerset,
ot the wife, whe i listed under her married neme of Frances
Sutton in the gatalogue of pietures in the Johannesburg Africans
Huseum, was the artist responsible.  The originsl painting is in
the Jiohannesbhborg Africans Museum on page 10a of the Janny Sutton
Album  (no,58/808). The album alse contains  btwo pictures  of
Oatlands, bub vou cannot really see the house in either of then
fpp.da and dhy. T am sorrvy T did not Find the pictoure on first
Iooking thyrough  the ecatalogne,. but T lanked under Fish River
rather than the name of the artist. e e

Please let us know if we can help yvou further.

Yours sincerely

53 C M BLIGHT

ant Cory Librarian m\V@D 4G ()B

R Rt

Rhodes University condemns racism and racial segregation and strives to maintain a strong tradition of non-discrimination with regard to race

and gender in the constitution of its student body, in the selection and promotion of its staff and in its administration.
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- To: MARCELLE  WEWER, - LIBRARJIAN BRENTHURST umq
Fom: WILLIAM. MARTINSON - ARCHITECT < NMC

RE: Our discussion at  the Africana Museum  carlier toda
refers . Dennis Radfords  address i America i< a-sj
Follows :

Prof. D. Radford

Head : De\mr’ﬁv\cnf of Architectvre
Louisiana  Tedn Un’\vers\tj

P.0. Box 3IT5 T.5.

Ruston

Lovisiana 71232 - 0001
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

T = (318) 25% - 2816
(318) 255 -840z (h)

Fax: (318) 257 - 4687

L Wil contact Di Van Nierop w due course Fejaroltr\j
Yo 1848  Baines Shetchbook. . Prof FRadford and T
are co'\'\a\oorw'(\,éxx on an arbile on  Oatlands House 5
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BAINES ~ AFRACAN  (OLLECTION
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Library
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17 June 1993

Mr William Martinson
Architect

National Monuments Council
Box 7888

0001 Pretoria

FAX: (012) 323-1675

Dear Mr Martinson

Many thanks for your kind note supplying me with Professor
Radford's address. I look forward to having you do research in
the Library.

Yours sincerely

Mancall2. CORA L,

M D WEINER (MRS)
BRENTHURST LIBRARIAN
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4.2 Wilson. Bdward, "Reminiscences of a Frontier Armed and Mounted
Police Officer in South Afvica’” 1866, (Description Pg 17):

4.3 Galdlonton R & Irving £, "Narrative of the Kaffir War"
{Lith aph Pg 41):

in two albums of sketches in the
Frances and HARKNESS, Annabella,
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History” 1866 {(woodout Pg

[ look forward Lo your reply,

N

Yours faithfully

WAM/ na
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Page 95,

GRAIIANM'S TOWNX. 95

 The town itself is a pfeasing and cheerful

- spot, situated on the deelivity of a small hili,

which is surrounded with others of greater ele-
vation. The streets are wide and airy, and
the houses surrounded with gardens, which
are well watered, and abounding in fruit trees.

" There is a freshness, consequently, engendered
“about the place, which is not to be scen in other

parts of the Colony.

Graham’s Town is now a rising and rapidly
increasing place. It contains upwards of 1000
houses; and its population exceeds 5000 persons,
of which about 1000 are coloured. It possesses
two churches, a grammar school, a library, two
banks, a court-house, and large barracks, in
which, at present, the head quarters of two regi-
ments are stationed.  Amongst its inhabitants,
are numbered two bishops, one of the Eng-
lish, and one of the Roman Catholic Church.
It is likewise the site of a nunnery, as well as of
various imposing edifices, used as dissenting
places of worship. The shops are decidedly
better here, than in any part of the Colony, not
even Cape Town excepted.  And, as a general
rule, there appears to be more unanimity and
public spirit prevailing in this community, than
elsewhere.  The town is governed by a muni-
cipality ; who endeavour, to the best of their
ability, to improve and extend its importance.

s A TN
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9/2/003/018

Mr W Martinson

29 June 1993

The Duke of Beaufort
Badminton

AYON

GLY 1DB
GREAT BRITAIN

Dear Duke of Beaufort

OATLANDS HOUBE, GRAHAMBETOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

I was provided with your address by Mrs Silvia Birrel, owner of the Qatlands
Stables, now converted into a private house.

T am an architect employed by the National Monuments Council of Scuth Africa and
am researching the architectural history and development of Oatlands House, which
was built in Grahamstown in 1824 by Capt H BSomerset. This field of research was
suggested by Prof Dennis Radford, Head of the Department of Architecture at
Louisiana Tech University (formerly Head of the Department of Architecture at Wits
University in Johannesburg), He has proposed that we write a joint article on
Oatlands, which in his opinion is one of the most important houses in Grahamstown.

hen Oatlands was offered for sale by auvction in 1852 it was described as a
splendid mansion ... by far the most commodious in character of any House in the
Tastern division”. It was probably the first coftage-orné and the first verandah-
house in Grahamstown,

134

Notwithstanding its srchitectural and historical importance Oatlands has only been
mentioned in passing in Lewcock’s definitive book "Early 19th Century Architecture
in South Africa’". It is Prof Radford’s intention to redress this imbalance by
publishing two articles on Oatlands House and the Estate.

The House and the Estate have undergone a number of changes over the last 169
vears. It is our intention to try and establish the original layout of the
Betate, and the plans, elevational treatment and 3-D massing of the house and
stables, as built (and probably added to) by Capt Somerset. For this we are
fortunate to have a measured ground-plan {dated 1966). Another excellent source
of information has been the sketches made by Frances (Fanny) Sutton (neé Somerset)
in ¢.1840. The original Sutton sketches are held in the Africana Museum in
Johannesburg {(copies attached).

I would be most grateful if vou could let me know whether a Bomerset archives
exists which holds manuscripts, corrvespondence, diaries, sketches ete relating to
the 34 years during which the Somersets lived in Grahamgtown. 1 am particularly
interegted in the following aspects:

y



oo ) oo

- the background to the acquisition of the Oatlands Estate in 1820 and the
reasong for this choice of ground;

- a description (and sketches) of the first Qatlands Cottage, built of
wattle-and~daub in November 1820 and destroyed by great storms in October
1823;

- a description {(and sketches) of the Oatlands House, outbuildings and

Stables built in 1824, a schedule of the accommodation and an indication of
the numbers of servants employed;

- the choice of the sites for the various buildings on the Estate:
- information relating to the layout of the Estate and the landscaping and

planting in the immediate vicinity of the House;

- the source of building materials eg doors, windows, fireplace surrounds
et
- a description of any alterations and additions to the buildings which might

have taken place over time.

7 In the book Hawk’s Eve by D E Rivett-Carnac {(1966), it is stated on pg 30 that
"Henry Somerset called his Estate Oatland’s Park after the Manor House acquired
by Henry VIII in 1537 a= one of the Royal residences”". I would be grateful if you
could suggest who would be able to provide more information on QOatlands House at
the Hampton Court Estate. 1 would particularly like to obtain a plan of the house
and a site plan of the FEstate.

f My final reguest concerns the common feature of the ground plans of Marine Villa
and Newlands House (built by Lord Charles Somerset in Cape Town) and Oatlands
House in Grahamstown. All three houses have three reception rooms forming the
front wing of the house with a more private wing to the rear. 1 would be most
interested to know whether Badminton has a similar set of three large interleading
rooms, which might have been the precedent for the three South African houses,
If a ground plan and estate plan of Badminton are available I would much
appreciate a copy.

I look forward to your rveply.
Yours faithfully

William A Martinson Esq.
ARCHITECT NORTH

WAM/ aa
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SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MILITARY HISTORY

DIRECTOR: MAJ GEN P. PRETORIUS, SD. SM.

P.O. BOX 52090, SAXONWOL D, TRANSVAAL 2132, TEL. 646-5513, FAX: 646-5256

Kindly address all correspondence to the Director

MUS 408/3/1
BPW/nv 2 July 1993

Mr W Martinson

National Monuments Council
P 0 Box 7888

PRETORIA

001

Dear Mr Martinson,

OATLANDS HOUSE, GRAHAMSTOWN

There is a reference to the circumstances surrounding the granting of land,
the Oatlands Estate,to Captain Henry Somerset on page 324 of volume Il of
G E Cory's The Rise of South Africa(Cape Town, Struik, 1965)

There are a number of references to Oatlands in Hawk's Eye, Dorothy E Rivett-
Carnac's biography of Sir Henry Somerset, published by Howard Timmins, 1966.
The illustration is a reproduction of the lithograph in Godlonton & Irving's
Narrative of the Kaffir War:

The accounts we have of the Frontier Armed and Mounted Police and the Cape
Mounted Riflemen do not mention Oatlands.

Possibly the Cory Library in Grahamstown will be able to provide additional
information or the Albany Museum.

Yours sincerely

e

PHILIP PRETORIUS
DIRECTOR V-1 95

o I



5o July

Head:
Louis

B/2/003/7018

Mr W Martinson

1593

Radford
Department of Architecture

iana Tech University

PO Bow 3175, T8

Huston
TSTANA 71272-0001
UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Dennis

OATLANDS HOUSE, 10 CAROLINE CLOBE, GHAHAMBTOWN

rank vou for vour letters of 6 June, 10 June and 15 June K
Thank v f v letters of 6 June, 10 June and 15 June 1993

I tried to contact Robert de Jong, of the NABKO Musmeum, who is on the Editorial
Committee of the HAJ of CH. T will let vou know of his response to the two
proposed articles in due course.

I attach a photostat copy of the 1863 map from "Grabamstown in 0ld Photographs”,
It omits the top margin and T have written to the Cory Library requesting a
complete copy, which I will forward in due course.

I have not v located a view of the elusgive rear wing of the house but I am
awaiting 2 reply from the B A National Musgeum of Military History in this regard.

T searched through all of the Grahamstown pictures at the J P L but only found
view by Mrs A H Harkness titled "Grahamstown from Oatlands Park, the seat of Sir
Wallter Currie Nov. 18667, The building in the foreground is either the slightly
modified stables or possibly the FMAP HQ - in the latter Goase the building on the
right hand-side would be the stables. The various bee~hie huts are of interest -

apparently alt some stage a proclamation was made in Eaffraria forbidding their
construction within a certain distance from a military camp. Presumabhly these
must be houses of the black servants eg stable~boys and herd-boys, The elevatlon
of the 8 windows and centralised door would conform reasonably well with the plan
dimengions of the rear wall of the stable lean-to.

A Paines sketch (dd 1848) iv the JPL’s Somerset file and Whi&h forms part of the
Oppenheimer collection will be followed up in due course with a visit to Brenthust
= it is posnibly a view of one of the cottages. [ have made contact with the
Librarian and she has sald I would be most welcome to inspect the original. She
will probably be contacting vou at some stage with regard to Villa Arvcadia.




12

13

15

Yours

ARCHITE

¥
o

The JPL has several photographs of Oatlands in Simonstown and two different
photographs of the ruined White House {¢ 1955). 1 will post copies of the White
House photographs in due course

With regard to your marked up General Plan (Feb 1888) I query only vour suggestion
that the triangular bLock granted 1874 was the FMAP camp, Wilson’s description
(1866) gives the impr< that the "Headguarters" were closely allied to the
Stables. It would be éreﬁting to find out whether the stone wall between M &
N {on the General ?lam) atill survives,

1 saponse from the Royal Gwcirxphic Society in London with regard
to of the Rev Francis Fleming’s original portfolio of drawings.

The Cory Library has a photograph PIC/M409% which T only recently located on the
NAREM datal titled "CRAHAMSTOWN FROM OATLARDSY {19@0), 1 have requested a
photocopy and am hopeful the House wmight be visible

wd through your rough draft of Part One and return it together with my
eived my propos reconstruction of the
«ing the Harkness drawing.

I have re¢
initial comments., 1 presume you have rec
plan of the Stables ~ this drawing was made prior to s

3

I have found at the Strange Library the publication "Narrative of the Kaffir War
of 1850-51~52" printed by Godlonton & White. This was a monthly series in 12
parts and of interest is the note to subscribers that "It being difficult to
procure sultable Illustraltions in this Colony, arrangements have been made for
their execution in Wn@}and; from Sketches sent home expressly for this work". The
”OXTMEW}O” illustration opposite pg 41 is almost certainly copied from Fanny
Sutton’s sket Tb {(4a}. Except for the addition of two people, the omission
of sonme of i}, le and some rearvanging of the hills in the background the
composition is ijmi identical. The "0Oatlands™ illustration did not appear in
the London edition {% 15 eatz“u"i from Mendelsohn)., The note r¢ »ding the theft
of two ttle frox > Oa yles during this "Kaffie" ight be worth
mentioning in one of the arni;‘-

et

s

I also found at the Strange Library the publication "Memorials of the British

Sett 344" printed by R Godl nniono It might be worthwhile {in one of the
arti horate on the 1820 ttler 25th anniversary celebration held in

the Mvnnﬂdm of Oatland Park, which is demcribed in detail in this booklet.

s

I have just posted a letter to the Duke of Beaufort asking the whereabouts of the
§>m(r%vt family correspondence ete, etc. Hopefully T w1il get a favourable

response

will get a draft together of the second article in due course and forward it to
vou for vour comments, T trust vour trip to Jamaics was worthwhile,

sincerely

NORTH

WAM /a8
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HARDING, JAMES DUFFIELD (I798~l863)

English landscape painter and lithographer, was also a successful teacher
of art. His books on drawing were used by Bowler, who taught on the Har-
ding system. Harding did not visit South Africa or paint pictures of South
Africa. A example of his work is included-in the Africana Museum because
of his‘ influence on Bowler and particularly on Bowler's pupils.

35 Lake Como 1848

No inscription,

Water-colour. 6 x 9. Unsigned.

Peof, Kreitner, No. 471196,

- The name "*J. D, Harding” is written on the mountbelow the picture,
On the bdcking to the frame is written (by Miss 4, G, Oliver) "'Lake
Como 1848 (Ruskin-Harding then in Como—Pair to this in Man-
chester Gallery)'".

HARKNESS, Mrs. ANNABELLA HARRIETTE
{née james)

Annabella Harriette James, daughter of the Rev. Henry
lames, married Captain J. Granville Harknesson 2 June
1864 at 5t. Helen's Church, the parish church of Ore,
Sussex, where both her mother and his mother had
been married. It is assumed that her husband was her
cousin because she wrote of a picture in their house in
Grahamstown: "Over mantel piece, Oil painting of
Valebrook, ‘painted by A, H. James for her cousin
Ji G. H., being by him in all his quarters.’’ She was in
the Eastern Cape with herr husband from about Sep-
ternber 1864 until about May 1867. Not much is known
about her after her return to England, other than what
can be gathered from the sketches of English scenes
in her album, She was still living in 1912 because she
writes that the picture of Valebrook was "given to
Mrs, Barker about 1912
John Granville Harkness, after serving for many years
with the 55th Regiment of Foot, transferred to the 5th
Regt. with the rank of Captain in 1857, He was pro-
moted Major in 1877: in 1885-6 he commanded the
2/5th, became Major-General in 1886 and died in that
rank at lvy House, Ore, Sussex, on 22 June 1900 in his
70th year. The 2nd Batt. 5th Regiment arrived in : |
South Africa in April 1863, and according to A history
of the Northumberland Fusiliers, by H. M. Walker (Murray,
1919), was at £ast London in the spring of 1864, moved
to King William's Town and a year later (13 October
1865) to Grahamstown. Theal says the Battalion left
the Cape in March 1867, but Mrs. Harkness was still
there after that date. See H87, H88, H90 and H91, all
bearing dates in April and May 1867, Walker says that
the Battalion arrived at Dover 9 July 1867.
The album, "'Sketches of South Africa’, contains 57
sketches in South Africa and 2| sketches in England,
There should be 27 sketches in England but six leaves
with six sketches had been removed from the album
before~it was acquired by the Africana Museum.

124

M8

Among the South African sketches are copies signed
with her monogram, of prints from books: four from
Lucas’s Pen and Pencil Reminiscences of a Compaign in

“South Africa (Day & Son, 1861) and eleven from T. W,

Bowler's The Kdfir Wars (Day & Son 1865) there is

‘also a sketch of Wynberg copied from a sketch by

Lady Douglas. Some of the English scenes, one at least
of which is (talian, are also copies. There are 4] South
African sketches by Mrs, Harkness.

Inthe “Index’", which is a list of contents, every picture
that is-a copy is 30 recorded, and the original sketches
are named and dated, and the places and dates in-
variably coincide with the rather sparse itinerary of
the Regiment, which can be deduced from Walker's
regimental history,

Some of the earlier sketches in England are initialed
A, H. )., afew immediately after her marriage A, H. H,,
but the majority are signed with a monogram which
I make out to be A, H. It may be A. H. H. Two sketches
are signed A. E. H. H. This is a very satisfactory album,
presenting no problems of authenticity. The sketches
can be accepted as the work of Mrs. Harkness, Sketches
in England have been omitted from this catalogue.

H36-92 “‘Skeotches In South Africa”, Cover title
“Sketches of South Africa”,
17 % 13. On end-paper is written ''Annabella
Harriette Harkness"—"Index, Page 2. 57
Sketches in South Africa. 28 Sketches in England,
Notices of some S. African Sketches, Page 2.
At page 2 there are sewn in "index to Sketches
in South Africa”—this is a contents list—and
[Notices of some South African Sketches}-—thig
consists of abstracts of W. R. Thomson's
descriptions of the scenes depicted by Bowler
in The Kafir Wars, for the eleven she copied,
The numbers in brackets are the page numbers
of the Album. Acquired from Maggs Bros,
49/129.
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{80] Howisen’s Poort, Grahamstown 1866
Inscription on motnt: “Howison's Poort near
Graham's Town, looking towards Kariega, 19
Novr 1866."”

Water-colour. 7 % 10s.Signed with monogram

”A-H."

[(82) Howlson’s Poort, looking towards

Grabamstown 1866

Inscription on mount: *"Howison's Poort, look-
ing towards Grahamstown. 19 Novr 1866."
Water-colour. 7 x 10, Signed with monogram
oA H

M8 [B4] Police Station and Bridge In Howl-

son's Poort 1866 :
inscription on mount: “Police Station and

" Bridge in Fowison's Poort. 19 Novr 1866."

Water-colour. 5 x 7. Signed with monogram
OIA‘H'OI N .

k'ﬁ83 [86] Grahamstown from Oatlands Park

1866 :

Inscription on mount: “'Grahamstown from
Oatlands Park, the seat of Sir Walter Currie,
Novr 1866."

Water-colour, 64 x 10. Signhed with monogram
IIA.H‘ID

84 [88] Grahamstown from above the Kowlie

Road 1867

Inscription on mount: “Grahamstown from
‘above the Kowie Road. 1867."

Water-colour, 63 X 93. Unsigned,

133
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GODLONTON, ROBERT and EDWARD IRVING G52-63 (cont.)

GE7  p.255 "The Storming of Fort Armstrong by the Combined Military &
Burgher Forces.”
“T.Baines,del.” "G. Parr, lith.”
London: Pelham Richardson, 23, Cornhill, 1852."
Lithograph 112 x 190

G58  Grahamstown ed., p.1 “High Street, Graham’s Town From the East.”
"J, Ramage Edinr”
Lithograph Vignette 90x 152

o B,
’:‘,"1:'15' ",""'(.
(G5B9, Grahamstown ed. p.41 "Oatlands The Residence of Colonel
Sommerset {s/ic), Commandant of the Eastern Province of the Colony
of the Cape of Good Hope.”
Lithograph Vignette 93x 1563

G6C  Grahamstown ed. p.129 “Distant View of Graham’'s Town From the
SouthWest” -
“J. Ramage Edinr”
Lithograph Vignette 85x 168
Missing from JPL second copy.

, G61  Grahamstown ed. p.181 "View of Bathurst From the Southern
: Entrance”

“J. Ramage Edinr”

Lithograph 108 x 158

Based on a painting by Thomas Baines, AM 63/2346

G

¥ G62 Grahamstown ed. p.261 "Port Francis, Kowie Mouth”

“J. Ramage Edinr”
Lithograph 102 x 154
Based on a painting by Thomas Baines, AM 1121

?ﬂ& B,
jery L gohi- . G63 Grahamstown ed. p.309 "Distant view of Port Elizabeth”
’ Lithograph Vignette 93x 154
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9/2/003/018

T July 1893

Chief: Cape Archives Depot
State Archives Bervice
Private Bag X9025

CAPE TOWN

8000

Dear Sir

OATLANDS HOUSE AND EBTATE, 10

1 I am collaborating with
at Louisiana Tec

by Capt H Bome

P While consulbing the computer rebri

to the House and Estate,

Archives Depot.

Houree Vol

Prof Dennis Radford (Head of the Dept of Ar
h Universi

My W Martinson

CARGLINE CLOBE, GRAHAMBTOWN

chitecture
le on Oatlands House and Eztate, built

vl oon an arti

eval systen on databage RSAE for references
following three items held at the Cape

I noted the

Beferonce Description

LND 17801

L13945 Lots 78 & 72 Qatlands RBoad
Transfer from J Currie

Municipality {1901)

to

co 4068

Memorials received F Carli
and D W Lucas reque g
grant of piece of  land
adjacent to Oatlands (1853)

180

KAR
tion

the negative in
be of Oatlands

3 1 azsume
it might

ANDLROGD. WE

Leica Collec~

I 1544 View of Oatlands

only (1853)

Photo - negative

the Leilca Collection is of Oatlands in Grahamstown
in Simonstown or Somerset Wesat.



i P

5

4 1 would be most grateful if you could let me know whether copies of
items can be provided, and if so, how much this would cost,

I look forward to your reply.

Yours faithfully

ARCHITECYT NORTH

WAM/ an

SO0 RHT
{42, ¥pE

these three

. D
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FAETORIA
TELEPHONE, No A . N, ! M. M BRD INTON,
BADMINTON 346 .

1993 -07- 29

BADMINTON 202 GLY 1IDB
to—Farkd 1997
Williem A. Martinson, PSAONTVANG / RECEIVED
National Monuments Corfefdas

P.0. Box 7888,

Pretoria 0002,

Jouth Africa

s v

VON

Dear Mr Martinson,

Thank you for your letter of 29 June.
There are no letters or papers relating to Henry Somerset
in the archives at Fadminton except for the correspondence
of ILord Charles Somerset with his brother the 6th Iuke,
These throw some light on the circumstances whieh led
Henry Somerset to settle in Grahamstown., Following a
gerious Kaffir invasion in 1819, in April Henry Somerset
was gent with a troop of cavalry to defend the - rovince.
Following the birth of their first child in May 1819,
hig wife followed him there, and Lord Charles Screrset
wrote to the Duke on 22 July, *She has now joined him at
the PFrontier, where he has bought a coltage in Graham's
Towm?®, Later that year he visited the frontier himgelf
and stayed with the couple in Grahamstown, remarking in
a letter of 6 November how pleased he was at 'Mras Somersetf®s
contentment in her little cottage!

Henry Somerset proved to be a eapable officer and
soon made himself indispensible to hig father in the
Kaffir wars in that arvea, so that he became commandant
of Simonstown and Grahamstown in 1821, and commandant
of Kaffraria in 1825.

§ i



Fis Grace's gsecretary has written to the Histofical
Manusecripts Commission which will be contacting yon
about Qatlands Park, but she understands thalb thay are
unable to help you with information about Henry Sowmersetts
acqgnisition of the estate or the building of Oatlands
House in Grahamstown. The only other source of information
I can think of is Rhodes House Library, Oxford, which
may, perhaps, be able to help.

I enclose a photocopy of a ground plan of Badminton
House ¢, 19303 the layont of the main rooms is the sane
as the early 19th century. Also enclosed is a photocopy
of the Badminton Park area from an ordnance survey map
c. 1920.

Yours sincerely,

M.& Rchorls Citys )

Archivist

il
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Mr W
Martinson

21 July 19983

The Duke of Beaufort
Badminton

AVON

GLY 1DB
GHEEAT BRITAIN

Att:

Mre M E Richards - The Archivist

Dear Mrs Richards

OATLANDS HOUBE, GRAHAMSTOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

1

Thank you for your letter of 13 July 1993 with the accompanying
photostat copies of the plans of Badminton House and Estate. Your

.prompt response was much appreciated.

I awm looking forward to receiving the reply from the Historical
Manuscripts Commission and would like to thank His Grace’s secretary
for contacting them on my behalf. I will be contacting the Rhodes
House Library in due course.

Yours sincerely

W A Martinson Esqg
ARCHITECT NORTH

ANO1ROO2, wo¥



. OATLANDS  9[2[o03[01g
", The Rt.Hon.The Earl Jellicoe
~«_KBE, DSO, MC, FRS, PC

Trideowede

¢/¢;; a4éZéﬂ¢Zé%&%%?%é
Wittstbore SNG 3L
Telophone 026 459 225

9 July, 1993
TFliam A. Martinson,

Architect North,

National Monuments Council,

First Floor, Nederlandsche Bank Building,

8 Church Square,

PRETORIA 0002

South Africa.

QQLaA 4/2’ //%QA g § e~

Oatlands House, Grahamstown, Albany District,
South Africa.

Thank you for your letter of 23 June which
I have recently received.

I am looking into your queries with my colleagues
in the Royal Geographical Society and will
write agajn as soon as I receive their comments.

/(i/ﬁ_ l. /f A MDKiwwmn

'»/

(
JELLICOE /fz;“ J/1\4qlwm;§

President
Royal Geographical Society

.
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Telephone 071-242 1198

OATLANDS 9z[co3[018

THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS

QUALITY HOUSE, QUALITY COURT
CHANCERY LANE, LONDON WC2A 1HP

071-831 3550
15 July 1993

i
TN
 ——— . ...‘y“l)
R npromsmantr o b
T B RO W i i EE P H

Dear Mr Martinson ﬁ Qb e f

The Duke of Beaufort's secretary has forwarded your letter here for reply. The National
Register of Archives, maintained by this Commission, acts as a central collection point for
information concerning manuscripts relating to British history. I regret to say, however,
that the NRA has no note of papers of the Soimerset family, otl:2v than those at
Badminton, for the period when members of the family were living in South Africa.

Surveys and building accounts (late 18th century) for Oatlands House, Surrey, may be
found (ref: NeA) among the papers of the Pelham-Clinton-Hope family, Dukes of
Newcastle, now in the Manuscripts Department, Nottingham University Library,
Hallward Library, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD. The papers of the Hughes
family of Oatlands, Surrey, which are held at Surrey Record Office, Guildford Muniment
Room, Castle Arch, Guildford GU1 3SX, may contain relevant material: the staff there
should be able to give you further information and advice. You may also wish to consult
JW Lindus Forge, Qatlands Palace (Walton & Weybridge Local History Society, Paper I,
Walton on Thames 1970).

You might, in addition, find it useful to contact the Royal Commission on Historical
Monuments, Fortress House, 23 Savile Row, London W1X 2JQ, and the British
Architectural Library, 66 Portland Place, London QIN 4AD.

I hope this is of some help in your research.

Yours sincerely

GH MANDELBROTE
Curatorial Officer

WA Martinson Esq

National Monuments Council
First Floor

Nederlandsche Bank Building
8 Church Square

Pretoria D002

South Africa



CATLANDS . 9/2/00 3 / oie

ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
KENSINGTON GORE - LONDON SW7 2AR

Telephone 071-589 5466 Fax 071-584 4447

President The Rt. Hon. the EARL JELLICOE, KBE, DSO, MC, FRS, PC
Director and Secretary DR JOHN HEMMING

14 July 1993

William A Martinson Esq

Architect North v

National Monuments Council

First Floor, Nederlandsche Bank Building
8 Church Square

PRETORIA 0002

South Africa T e

f QU /e

o

OATLANDS HOUSE, GRAHAMSTOWN, ALBANY DISTRICT, SOUTH
AFRICA

Thank you for your letter of 23 June 1993 which I have
recently received.

I am looking into your queries with my colleagues in the
Royal Geographical Society and will write again as soon
as I have received their comments.

/Ci)&N/\y> éé;ﬁ//;&rQZQPf““ ’
JELLICOE L >

President /{ii”,yn N Lu\azuwf;

Royal Geographical Scciety

6(/’/ U\I/L rA / A
S

Corporate Patrons

m | PR SO e L

VAT Reg. No. 239 5327 46




9/2/003/018
Mr W Martinson
3 August 1993

Mr G H Mandelbrote

Curatorial Officer

The Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts
Guality House Quality Court

Chancery Lane

London WCZ2A 1 HP

GREAT BRITAIN

Dear My Mandelbrote

OATLANDS HOUSE, GRAHAMSTOWN, BOUTH AFRICA

Thank you for wour letter of 15 July 1993 which I have recently received, Your
prompt and detailed response was much appreciated. I will be contacting the various
sources you suggested in due course, with regard to the possible influence of

Datlands {in Surrey) on the design of Henry Somerset’s Oatlands House in Grahamstown.

Yours sincerely

My W A Martinson
ARCHITECT NORTH
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CI16/4/3/1

5 Aungust 1893

vice

B ¢ Archives
Private Bag X9025
CAPE TOWN

8000

Atty T Skidmore

Dear Sir

OATLANDS HOUBE &

1 Thank vou for your

¥

RBource Yol

Cape Archives De

pot

ESTATE, GRAHAMBTOWN

Mr W Martinson

three items

Reference

9

e Low:

Descripbion

for the amount of RZ0,85,

Amouant

LMD 1/801

Lots 78 & 79 Qatlands Road
Transfer from J Currie to
Municipality (1801}

H 0,75

CO 4068

180

Memoria.
K Car
reguest ]
of land
Lands {(1853)
negatives)

and U W Lucas
srant of piece
ent to Oat-
{(Microfilm

BL1&. 60

KAB

s
p)
.

Photo L

Oatlands ~
3 mm

ey
A

TOTAL

820,85

9.



3 I would be most grateful the LND and €O

vayment to avoid the two month wait for the printing of the KAB photogi:

Yours faithfully

W, -

ABCHITECT NORTH

WAM/ as
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| 92 [o0s 18,
DEPARTEMENT VAN NASIONALE OPVOEDING
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL EDUCATION

STAATSARGIEFDIENS
STATE ARCHIVES SERVICE
Navrae T Skidmore Verw. cl6/4/3/1
Enquiries: Ref.
/ -4 Fak Privaatsak
w 462-4050 L= éxmemm} X ?gi? oW
000
1993 —g7-27
y Y SR PRETORNIA
Ur W Martinson , y _J2~M o UL ML G
National Monuments Council et
P O Rox 7888
PRETORTA i3 -08-05
0001 T S s i i e e
ONTVYANG / RECEVED

Dear Mr Martinson

I write in reply to your enqguiry of 7 July regarding copies of
documents pertaining to Oatlands House and Istate, Grahamstown.

Yerox copies of the docuvments belonging to the archives of the
Department of Lands (ref LND 1/801, no L13945) will be supplied to
you at a cost of RO-75.

Owing to the poor physical condition of the documents, the Colonial
Office Archives (CO), has been withdrawn from photocopying.

However, this office supplies microfilm negatives at a cost of R1-30
per negative. Thus, should you require negatives of the memorials
received (ref CO 4068, no 180) the total cost would be R15-60.

With regard to the negative belonging to the ILeica Collection
(LL1544) the description does not specify which of the Oatlands
Estates is being viewed.

This office supplies photographic prints according to the following
sizes and prices:

152 x 203mm = R4-50
203 x 254mm = R5~50
240 x 305mm = R6-50
305 x 406mm = R10-50

Payment must be made in advance by a cheque or postal order made out
to the Chief, Cape Archives Depot. 1 may add that the minimum
waiting period for photographic prints is 8 weeks.

2/

Meld asseblief bostaande verwysingsnommer in u antwoord P_lease quote above-mentioned reference number in your reply

DNO-6
va o



I trust vyou will find the information provided of

forward to hearing from you in due course.

Yyours faithfully

czé vor) (,u%
HIVES DEPOT

ACHIEF: CAPE

value and lcok



TELEFAX (0461) 23487

Please address alf communications to -,
the Cory Librarian '

ATLANDS, 9/11063’0l8’

- anﬂ“" ' A

e . P.O. BOX 184
R GRAHAMSTOWN
TELEPHONE(o«n)zmmsEXT433~““‘ RO 6140 '
TELEX 244211 :

e SOUTH AFRICA

23

7 July 1993

Mr W Martinson

National Monuments Council
P.0. Box 7888

Pretoria

0001

Dear Mr Martinson
Thank you for your letter of 23 June 1893.

I had seen PIC/M 409 before, but did not tell you about it as
I did not think it would be of any use to you. I enclose a
photocopy for you to see.

The Grahamstown Street Map of 1863 by R. 5. Hogger was quite
problematical to photocopy. We have a rolled version, which
would have been impossible to photocopy, and another version
which consists of 12 sheets. I have photocopied these for you.
Each sheet required 2 sheets of A3 with some overlap, so I hope
will be able to plece it together.

I will enclose a VAT invoice for the cost of these photocopies.
Please make your cheque or postal order payable to Rhodes Univers-—
ity and on receipt of your payment, the copies will be dispatched
to you.

Flease let us know if we can help you further. There is no need to
apologise.

Yours'sinoerely

(Miss) C. M. Blight
Assistant Cory Librarian

Rhodes University condemns racism and racial segregation and strives to maintain a strong tradition of non-discrimination with regard to race

CORY LIBRARY FOR HISTORICAL RESEARCH
-« RHODES UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

PN
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RHODES UNIVERSITY
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OATLANDS, GRAHAMSTOWN; A SHORT HISTORY OF THE ESTATE
DENNIS RADFORD & WILLIAM MARTINSON

Summar Y.

The contribution of the Somerset family to the history of the Cape is well documented as
are the notorious building campaigns of Lord Charles while he was Governor (1814 -
1826), these latter by Ronald Lewcock in his definitive study of early nineteenth century
architecture in South Africa. Nevertheless, Oatlands in Grahamstown has received scant

mention.

As will be shown in this, the first of a two part article Oatlands Estate was in its concept
and realization something probably unique in the early history of the eastern province.
An English gentleman’s park planned on picturesque principles. lts subsequent history,
that of a series of suburban developments on the land while not unique, does illustrate
quite graphically the process of early growth in South African towns. This has been little
studlied in any detail. The major developments of and changes to the estate are given
here in chronological sequence and are supported by appropriate illustrations.

Introductibn:

This article is the first of two which will deal in some detail with Qatlands Park in'

Grahamstown. Oatlands was first laid out by then Captain Somerset in 1820 and it was
he who built the present house much of which remains. It subsequently (1854) became
the residence of Sir Walter Currie.

As will be shown here though, it is not only an important building historically but also
architecturally, for example, it was for a long time the largest house in the eastern
province. The first article will give the history of the estate proper, of the various changes
that took place and of its layout plus the estate buildings while the second will
concentrate on the house itself, its history, its derivation and influences.

A great deal of this information has not been published before, some of which is based
on an extensive study of the existing house. Surprisingly for such an important building
it is not dealt with by Ronald Lewcock in his well known study, ‘Early Nineteenth Century
Architecture in South Africa’.' What the study has also dose is to bring into sharper
focus the contribution of the Somersets to the earlier architecture of the Cape.

i R. B. Lewcock, ‘Early Nineteenth Architecture in South Africa’, Cape Town, 1963.



A CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF THE ESTATE.

In 1819, Captain Somerset had been appointed acting Deputy - landrost of the District
of Albany and in this capacity had assisted the 1820 settlers on to their land or locations

as they were then called.?

in 1820, he had been granted Erf 51 in the fledgling town of Grahamstown. This is the
second last Erf on the left hand side of Huntley Street as you go from hill to Somerset St.
it is now part of the grounds of Victoria Girls School. He appears to have quickly
disposed of this, buying Erf 8 on the south-east corner of Church Square and Bathurst
St.? Here he built a house and large stone walled stable. All this he later sold for L526-a
large sum then. A map of C1824 shows an L shaped building on site set back from the
street unlike most of the other buildings in the town. Was the front space a garden?

Later in the same year, Somerset had a large tract of land to the north of the town
surveyed. The copy of the surveyor’s plan survives and is dated 21 August and the land
surveyed totals 296 morgen. The deed of grant! is dated 26th of September and is also
for 296 morgen (625 acres). Although it is often mentioned that his father, Lord Charles,
granted an additional 178 morgen in 1822, there is no sign that this actually took place.

The name Qatland’s Park was given to the estate and it appears that this name was
derived from the country residence of the Duke of York, Commander-in-Chief of the
British Army.® The Somersets were fond of this name as Henry used it again at
Simonstown and his father also at his estate near what is now Somerset West.

By November the first 'house, built of wattle and daub, was complete and the young

family moved in. This house was the one which collapsed in the storms of October, 1823,
If an early map is any guide the accommodation consisted of a rectangular cottage with
a kitchen building behind and a stables at a discreet distance. The cottage must be been
fairly large in size if not substance as the Somersets were able to entertain several house
guests at one time.? ‘They live in very good style’ was a contemporary comment. The
Somersets left Grahamstown in March 1821 and only returned in October 1823,

2 D.E. Rivett-Carnac, ‘Hawk’s Eye’, Capetown, 1966, Most of the biographical information is derived from this life of Henry
Somerset,

3 D.E. Rivett-Carnac, ‘Hawk's Bye’, Cape Town, 1966, p. 26 & 33. This information differs slightly from that provided by T.M.
in the article quoted in 4 below,

4 Grocotts Mail, August 15, 1945, ‘Old Grahamstown - The Story of Oatlands’, by T.M.
$ D. Picton-Symour, ‘Historical Buildings in South Africa’, Cape Town, 1989), p. 115,

4 D.E. Rivett-Carnac, ‘Hawk’s Eye', Cape Town, 1966, p. 36.



To revert back to the size and shape of the original estate, some important points need
to be made. The first of these is that Somerset chose the site quite carefully. What
seems to have been paramount was that the land area had to be large well watered and
self contained. By that it is meant that it had as far as possible to resemble an English
Estate. It was not to be a simple farm although some farming took place - for example
the Somersets had cattle, raised horses and cultivated fields. Nevertheless the house
and its immediate surroundings were mainly ornamental. Somerset chose what is
basically a large Y-shaped valley close to and with a view of the infant town. Virtually all
the points on the original survey are points on the surrounding hills or a stream bed (see
points D to N on figure 1) the only arbitrary points seem to be the sides N & O and C
& B. However when these two lines are produced they intersect at a point in or to the
side of High Street. It is pretty certain that this must have been the point of origin of the
survey, the position of the theodolite. It is surely not coincidental that this point is very
close to Somerset’s then house on Erf 8. To explain the two lines which truncate this

triangle we should again refer to the layout of the town as it almost certainly existed then.
This is also marked on figure one. i will be noted that an existing road, that to Fort .

Wilshire, ran north from the town at this point. Both these factors explain the cutting back
of the apex of the triangle. The guiding lines are shown. Perhaps the most interesting
modification is the small triangle of land granted to Piet Retief for his windmill. The form
of this must be the result of a compromise between Retief and Somerset - something

which irked the good Captain.” Retief almost certainly originally claimed a rectangular -
portion similar to that shown in figure one.® This is very like his claim for a water mill site’

nearby.® The spur of the hill was obviously a good natural site for a windmill. Somerset

had also wanted the complete frontage to provide a good access; the projection of the

line of the back leg (C-B) confirms this. So what resulted is the existing strange looking
shape which can be seen today in situ by looking at the back walls of the south side of
the lower part of Qatlands Road.

A final point about the original granting of the land; it would appear that Somerset
mislead the acting Governor, Sir Rufane Donkin about the distance that the plot was
situated from the town centre. He stated that it was two miles away while it is actually only
a half mile. Normally such government grants were not made from the town'’s grazing
land or commonage so close in."

In late 1823 work on a new house was started, the original wattle and daub cottage
having been so badly damaged by heavy rains that it had to be demolished. This

building is the nucleus of the present building although much changed later as we shall

see elsewhere.

? D.E. Rivett Carnac, ‘Hawk's Eye’, Cape Town 1966, p. 33.
8 Map of C1824. Reproduced in R.B. Lewcock, ‘Early Nincteenth Century Architecture in South Africa’, Cape Town, 1963, p.
i Map of C1824. Reproduced in R.B. Lewcock, ‘Barly Nineteenth Century Architecture in South Africa’, Cape Town, 1963, p.

10 Grocotts Mail, August 15, 1946, ‘Old Grahamstown - The Story of Oatlands’ by T.M.



During the thirty years that Somerset owned the estate these appear to be the major
developments. In July of 1850 now general Somerset had been appointed o a
command in Bombay and had offered the estate for sale. As it was a difficult time there
was little likelihood of an easy sale. However a group of farmers bought the estate and
allowed the family to stay until their final departure in August 1852.

It is not certain whether the purchase of the estate was an entirely altruistic gesture as in
1854 plots in the lower part of the land were offered for sale, it having been divided into
112 plots." Ninety-nine of these were sold between February and June. This area
totalled 53 morgen. This layout is shown in Figure two and, as can be seen, consisted
of a continuation of the grid layout of the town. Fitzroy Street marked the new boundary
of the estate proper and was purposely made 22-5 metres (75') wide rather than that of
the 15 metres (50°) of the other streets. It still seems unusually wide. Family names such
as Henri, Charles, Frances and Caroline (now Park) were used for the new streets. An
interesting exception to the grid layout is Oatlands Road which appears to have been set
out at the original entry point to the estate and run up (with a couple of slight bends)
roughly parallel to the boundary of the estate. Original plot widths appear to have been
22-5 metres (75') which is the same as on Westhill.'?

There is some doubt as to whether these plots were actually sold in 1854.'® That this
is so is confirmed by a glance at the foreground in an 1862 view of Grahamstown.'
Here the street layout is clearly seen as are a number of houses (figure 3) approximately
30 houses can be counted and most, about 20, are fairly small, just what is known as

- Settler cottages. This argues for a large number of owners in modest circumstances.

There were some larger, two storied dwellings. Most of these buildings survive.-

In May of 1854, Walter Currie bought the remainder of the estate (241 morgen and 547
roods) for L2050. He then used it both as his place of residence and as the
headquarters for the newly formed (1855) Frontier Mounted and Armed Police.'® Initially
the quarters for the police were very makeshift but by 1865 substantial brick buildings

“had been erected.'® Possibly these survive at No. 1 St. Aidan’s Avenue. This portion,
a strange triangular piece of ground was added to the estate in 1874 (figure 4).

.o Grocotts Mail, August 15, 1946, *Old Grahamstown - The ‘Stoxy of Qatlands’, by T.M.
© Map of C1824, reproduced in R.B. Lewcock, ‘Early Nineteenth Century Architecture in South Africa’, Cape Town, 1963, p.
L Crocotts Maﬁ, August 135, 1946, ‘Old Gmhamstdwn - The Story of Oatlands’, by T.M.
" Reproduction of original on Fly leaf, R & B Reynolds, ‘Grahamstown from Cottage to Villa’, Cape Town, 1972,
1 Crocotts Mail, August 15, 1946, ‘Old Grahamsiown - The Story of Oatlands’, by T.M.

1 E.Wilson, ‘Reminiscences of a Frontier Armed and Mounted Police Officer in South Africa’, Grahamstown, 1866, p. 18.



As elsewhere at the Cape, the visit of Prince Alfred to Grahamstown in 1860 left its share
of mementos. On the Qatlands estate, this took the form of an oak planted by the young
prince. Known from henceforth as Prince Alfred’s oak it formed the centre piece of a large
park called Currie Park which was donated by Sir Walter to the City (see figure 4) access
was provided by an extension of Caroline Street.' Possibly this is when its name was
changed to Park. The rectangular Park still survives. In 1878 a long U-shaped strip of
land was expropriated for the newly planned railway line. This line, from Port Elizabeth
and which still exists, worked its way gentlel down the valley into Grahamstown mostly
following the line of the contours. The line cuts round the top of the estate quite close to
the house and effectively cut if off from the large upper part of the land. It was also
brought in through the new suburb an layout between Park and Frances Streets.

On the 6th of November, 1880, the land in the estate of Sir Walter Currie, he had died in
1872, was brought by William Wilford Paddon for L6,250. It was now a total of 297
morgen.'® A later (1886) survey shows the reasons for this mysterious increase, first
there is the grant of 1874, then more land was added to the north (see figure 4). In the
early 1880’s Paddon must have laid out and sold plots in the area above Fitzroy Street
now bounded by Florence Street. Henry Street was lengthened as was the top end of
Oatlands Street.

in 1891 the estate was bought by William and Charles Gowie who it appears substantially
altered the house and used the grounds as a nursery. The estate now totalled 230
morgen and 48 roods, The Gowies continued to used the estate and it remained in the
family’s possession until 1965. They must have laid out building plots in the area around
Currie Park ¢1900 and a few on the upper side of Florence Street but no major

developments appear to have taken place again until the remains of the estate was -

divided up and sold in 1966." In that year the area above the railway line was
developed as a residential area known as Somerset Heights and a school was laid out.
Inside of the line most of the remaining land was also divided up, mostly into playing
fields for St. Andrews and Graeme Colleges (figure 5). A small area around the house
was reserved and the existing stables were placed on a separate lot with road access.

A small residential development to the south set out around a street now called Glennie

close and took place in the late 1960’s. The house itself now remains on a small lot
completely surrounded by these later developments.

v Crocotts Mail, August 15, 1946, ‘Old Grahamstown - The Story of Oatlands’, by T.M.
18 Crocotts Mail, August 15, 1946, ‘Old Grahamstown - The Story of Oatiands’, by T.M.

b Diagram in National Monuments Council File, Grahamstown
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The Layout of the Estate

As mentioned previously, the first ‘cottage’ appears to have been positioned well up the
valley near the junction of the two streams. As far as can be ascertained it was set
slightly lower down but further up the valley than the present house.® The rains which
continued to the demise of the cottage probably persuaded Somerset to reposition in the
new house where it is now.?' As itis now situated (figure 6), the house faces south-east
looking down the valley and towards the town. The view over the estate and the distant
prospect of the small town on its own ridge were obviously the major factors in the
positioning of the house. Orientation was not an overriding influence although the major
rooms in the front do let in morning light and the original verandas were on the north
side.

The original entrance was where QOatlands Road begins now and the driveway, over a
kilometer in length, ran more or less parallel to the stream and thus gently up the
contours, Interestingly the drive never came up to the face of the building as was general
but skirted it at a distance and then cut back to the main entrance on the north side.
This informal approach is consistent with the picturesque intentions of the house itself.
Where the driveway branched another loop went off right to the stables and a third went
direct from house to stables thus forming a large island which was thickly planted with
trees and suburbs. The upper reaches of the driveway were originally fenced with waist
high wooden fences.® After the 1854 subdivision the driveway was shortened
considerably and it seems to have been bent slightly so as to come closer to the junction
of Fitzroy and Henri Streets. It was further truncated in the early 1880’s.

Contemporary descriptions are lavish in their praise for the dense ornamental planting on
the estate. There were also extensive lawns which were the settings for large public
gatherings such as the 1844 settler celebrations. Part of a contemporary account of these
festivities is worth quoting here. It runs as follows: "From the high ground on the east of
the park and which commanded a good view of the scene, the coup-d’oeil was of the
most ‘charming description - the sequestered nook seeming as it were to realize the
happy valiey of Rasselas, or one of those arcadian scenes which are rather the offspring
of a practical imagination than the sober reality of actual life."*® Sketches show that the
planting was mostly around the house and that it was very informal in its style being
obviously based on that of the English picturesque garden. The lower portion of the
estate was well treed if the 1862 view is to be believed, although some of this appears
to be more formal in its layout. It is possible that these are rows set out in the new
streets however the trees appear to be too large for less than 10 years of growth. An
early map shows cultivated fields by the river.

» Map of 1824, reproduced in R B. Lewcock, ‘Early Nineteenth Century Architecture in South Africa’; Cape Town, 1965, p.
a From present 1:250d Map. City Engineer’s Department - Grahamstown.
7 See Sketch 8161, Africana Library. Johannesburg Public Library,

2 R. Godlonton, ‘Memorials of the British Settlers’, Grahamstown, 1844, p. 36.




Buildinas on the Estate

Being part farm and part family seat Oatlands possessed a number of separate buildings
essential to its functioning. Those existing during the time of Somerset are best seen in
one of Fanny Sutton’s (his daughter) sketches (figure 7). Almost certainly drawn in the
early 1840’s it shows a scattering of buildings to the north of the house and closer to the
stream. A large barn-like building constructed of wattle and daub and Thatched is visible
as are a pair of small cottages probably constructed of the same material.>* Thomas
Baines, sketched a different one on the estate C1848. It is also illustrated here (figure 8)
Furthest away are the stables and coach house which is the only building to survive
although in a much altered form, it is now a small house.

What is illustrated here (figure 9) is a set of drawings which reconstruct its appearance
during the 1840’s. As has been mentioned elsewhere by one of the authors,® This is
probably one of the first ornamental coach house and stables in South Africa. It almost
certainly dates from the time of the second house (1823) if not slightly earlier. The
functions of the various rooms is conjectural but based on common practice.

During Sir Walter Currie’s time there existed the police barracks although these at first
were just small wattle and daub huts.?® Later a substantial barracks was built about five
hundred yards from the house.?” Their possible survival is mentioned above. All the
buildings from the era of the Gowies nurseries seem to have been situated immediately
south of the house and were demolished in the late 1960’s.

Conclusion

Given the growth of Grahamstown over the last 170 years it is no surprise that the original
estate has for all practical purposes ceased to exist. This growth is coupled with the
land’s-closeness to the city centre. One can only speculate how much more of the
original fabric might have survived if it really was the two miles from the centre as was
claimed by Somerset.

The process of this change, which was the almost complete suburbanization of the park
between 1854 and 1966 is fairly typical of the smaller South African city.?® The only

“ R. B. Lewcock, ‘Barly Nineteenth Century Architecture in S.A.°, Cape Town, 1963, p. 314, for a discussion of this material,

B D. Radford, “The Carriage House and Stables in South African domestic Architecture’ in 8.A. Journal of Cultural History. 1991,
Vol. 5 (4).

L E. Wilson, *Reminiscences of a Frontier Armed and Mounted Police Officer in South Africa’, Grahamstown, 1866, p. 18.
Ed E. Wilson, ‘Reminiscences of a Frontier and Mounted Police Officer in South Africa’, Grabamstown, 1866, p. 18,

s D. Radford, “The early suburbs of Grahamstown; an outline of their development’, S.A. Journal of Cultural History, 1992 Vol,
6 (3).
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exception appears to be a larger prdportion of land than usual devoted to school
grounds but then the city is renowned as an educational centre. The other exception is
the almost complete lack of any commercial or religious buildings on the former estate.

While it really was an estate, that is prior to 1880, we have seen that it was vigorously
developed as a park and a picturesque English landscape park at that. The natural
situation, the planting and even the architecture were designed to work in harmony to
produce an idyllic, seemingly ‘natural’ rustic effect. Subsequent owners did not depart
from this. As a house and estate Oatlands was probably both precocious and unique
in the eastern province but not in contemporary England. The house itself, its history and
who were its designers will be the subject of the second article.
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Post 1900 changes around house. (The authors).
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Library).

A reconstruction of the carriage house and stables (W. Martinson).

B



. PHETORIA

13 6817

ORTVANG S RECTIVED

Hustrations for Qatlands - part one

“"(Dr)) Figure One:

<"(Dr.) Figure Two:
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CAPE TOWN
8000
1993 -08-2.7

Mr W Martinson

National Monuments Council
P O Box 7888

PRETORIA

00014

Dear Mr Martinson

In reply to your order of 5 August I herewith enclose the xerox
copies pertaining to Oatlands Estate, Grahamstown (LND 1/801, ref
L13945) .

During the process of copying the documents, it was found that the
volume consisted of an additional 22 pages, the reference number
L13946 having been deleted and changed to 1,13945.

Should you, therefore, require copies of these pages an additional
R3~30 must be sent.

With regard to the microfilm negatives and photograph ordered, the
minimum waiting period is 6 and 8 weeks respectively.

Yours faithfully

A%, vam Luuk:
ACHIEF: CAPE ARCHIVES DEPOT _PRETORIA !
RNG 7/ N. M. C. J

1993 -09- 3 i
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9/2/003/018

Cil6/4/3/1

06 Octoher 1893

Chief v Cape Archives Depot
State Archives Service
Private Bag X9025

CAPE TOWN

8000

Att: T, Bkidmore

Dear Sir

QATLANDS HOUBE & ERTATE, GRAHAMBTOWN

Thank vou for the coplies of the documents relating to Oatlands House:
nicrofilm negatives and photographic prints were received in good order.
additional 22 pages are not required at this stage.

With reference to youfletter dated 1993-07-27, the Leica Collection negative
ands Estate in Grahamstown.
to your catalogue description that the view ig contained in the
of the Kaffir War of 1850-51-52" by Godlonton and Irving {Grahamstown, 1852)
as an i1llustration opposite page 41,

(L1544} is a view of Oatl

Yours faithfully

WAB.

ARCHITECT NORTH

WAM/bs

AOTRO0Y. wpt

Mr.

You might like to add
" Narrative

W. Martinson
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o ATIANDS 9/2’005]05%.

ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
KENSINGTON GORE - LONDON SW7 2AR

Telephone 071-589 5466 Fax 071-584 4447

President 'The Rt Hon. the EARLIJELLICOE, KBE, DSO, MC, FRS, PC
Director and Secretary DR JOHN HEMMING

Mr William A Martinson, 8 October 1993
National Monuments Council,

Nederlansche Bank Building,

8 Church Square,

Pretoria 0002,

South Africa.

Dear Mr Martinson,

In answer to your letters to our President, the Society's
archivist has sent me the enclosed memo about the few
papers of Rev. F Fleming that we hold.

S5he also suggests two places that yvou might try in vour
search for information about Qatlands House, Grahamstown.
I hope that this is some help to you.

PRETORIA
Yours sincerely, RNG / NMC.

J / Z(& . 1993 -10- 15
 Caan . P D PP Wy Ve

Lj>f& ONTVANG / RECEIWVED
Dr John Hemming, :

Director and Secretary c.c. President

Corporate Patrons

@ Registered Charity No. 208791

&

VAT Reg. No. 239 5327 46
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MEMORANDUM rtl)P\TLANm 9/21003/0'8,

FKN“ ARCHIVIST To DIRECTOR'S P.A. ’
REE SUBJECT DATE
Martinson,W. Oatlands House 7/10/93
23 June Grahamstown

S.Africa

We have some of the Rev. F. Fleming's papers here, as
follows:

1.¥leming, Rev F. Correspondence Block 1851-60
(8 letters, 1853 & 55).

2. Journal Mss. South Central & East Africa, 1856
("A short account of a Journey across the rivers of British
Kafraria'; Published Proceedings Vol. [4]. approx 4pp holo.
foolscap, with 7 watercolours of fossils found. {(Sketches
not published).

This is all.

He might try RIBA ([Royal] Institute of British Architects)

66 Portland Place LOndon; or Cumbria County Record Office,

which holds the Felming family Mss. of Rydal Hall - I don't
know whther its the same family). The address is Kendal, Cumbria

LA9 ZlRQ
2T
4 V(// ,///’(/ C((/)
J o

Paula.




x@(\x



ORTLANDS . 9 [2]c03 [o18
DEPARTEMENT VAN NASIONALE OPVOEDING
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL EDUCATION

STAATSARGIEFDIENS
STATE ARCHIVES SERVICE
%gﬁmz T Skidmore Verw. cle/4/2/1
. 162-4050 g e, x 2025
8000
1993 ~10~¢ 5

Mr W Martinson

National Monuments Council
P O Box 7888

PRETORIA

0001

Dear Mr Martinson

I write in reply to your letter received on 11 October regarding
additional information pertaining to the Leica negative of Oatlands
Estate, Grahamstown.

The relevant particulars have been added to the description of the
negative (L1544) and in time will be made available on the computer
retrieval system.

Your interest in this regard is much appreciated.

Yours faithfully

DDCert ey

}FHIEF: CAPE ARCHIVES DEPOT

Meld asseblief bostaande verwysingsnommer in u antwoord Please quote above-mentioned reference number in your reply
DNO-6

0



B/2/003/018

27 Ootober 1983

sion on Historical Monuments

DATLANDE HOUSE, GRAHAMBTOWN, ALBANY DISTRICT, SOUTH AFRICA
1. I was provided with vour address by the Roval Commission on Historical
Manpuscriphs.

ploved by the National Monuments Council of South Africs
architectural history and development of Oatlands house,
:t, The design was
son of the Bth
'OWT .

2. I am an architect
and am rese: :
This house was bul ii in (xm}mﬂ town in 1824 by Capt H. Someps
j;)l"()biﬁi%}“ v sugde ; Lord Charles Bomerset {second
Duke of Beaufort) the Governor, stationed in Cape

g

research was suggested by Prof Dennis Radford, Head
of the ariment of cture at Louisiana Tech Univeraity (formeply Head
of the _ ; Wits University in Jo}mmzm‘i)um«}% He has
proposed thal we wri article on Oatlands, which in his opinion is one
of the me ?éu,,su:smzf» ,i‘n Grahamstown,

R This [ iw 1d of archit

-

4, When Oa de was offered Tor sale by auction in 18HZ 1t was described as a
endid mansion .... by far the most commodious in character of any House in
ery division". It was probably i“ he fis : @ and the first

z:z.:mis’:zf%’w}",u"iu“ = in Grahamstown. Notwithstanding cehitectural émc%
historical impor %mu a O :l lands has only been mentioned in passing in Lewcock’
definitive h(mi 9th Century Architecture in South Africa”

he Bstate have undergone a number of chang
e dintention to try and establish the original the

# the plans, elevational freatment and 3-D the
v built (and probably added to) by Capt Howerset. For this
%mw‘-‘» # ground-plan {dated 1966), Another useful
3 sketches made by Frances (Fanny) Subtton {(neé
iginal Sutton sketches are held in the Afrvicana
attached)

5. The House and eg over the last 169
) \ {

it

Museun in

6. A note on our file states that : "The Estate was named Oatlands by (s




[

idence of the Duke
wl brother
by Henr

nost

York, command

f of t
lands was
the Roval Re
any plans, sng or d-dime
Lo 1820, A p. the Oatlands
This informa 111 hopefully
Lavout ol Oa

in 1537 as o g
: I if vou could provide
s of Oatlands ag 5,
i time would also be appreciated.
the origing of the ground plan and

LLe

e or

Jlands in Grahams

forward to vour reply.

TLLIAM AL W2

rrtinson Fag



9/2/003/18

27 Gctoher 1993

Librarian
Libra

The /
The Brenthu
PO Box B
HOUGHTON
2041

Avt
&

Dear Mrs, VYVan Nieron

DATLANDS HOUSE AND

sphone convers

H.

cu
1993,

,'ML/AV
November

Aa digcus
Friday 12

z would parti
hories, i
in particular

for

Thank vou your ¢

Yours sincerely

rfingun
tect Norbh

William A. Ma

Archi

WAM/bs

®
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ESTATE, GRAHAMBTOWN
earli
Preey

cularly like

wouLd
Vola

hag mentioned
of any pic

orial

tebance

8/2/7018/7003

ANG GRANTTE LODGE, CAPE TOWH

efers,

and T would like to visit the Brenthurst Library on

2 Town
African
atohhook.
with the

Xcian of early

the
BCI

to consult
continue my

and 28,
%d 5 4

(a)

like to
7,4

that

WO to assi <«i

she o
\lricana relating

regard,



OATLAWDT 92 /oo:;{me) |

LOUISIANA TECH UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE

Date: H oy /775,
To:

From:

Déac. WtW’ o
“Twh by N7 T 50MOARD
You fay L CH peb  Aatoss T o 5.0
!'M A E% "t;(al’“‘fu'w eATALGué 1 MY’J,
Tuougar 1T MuT 88 LU To FPleviog
bomé PAUC GroUm .

T bkavE géy ;«‘szp + ACoSe M}/
DAAET PN'NCJ?MA 3 AWJH:"; =7 14 '
AT A Tong 4 ' Somg TENT - CortfacSons
eTe . 1T won 66 R-Typlo oo 4
e 47V R & WA 5{«0 7?:4‘ A c,of')/,

T A $TuC wWArTisg T Vs
Whtde  Tud Y(/Si‘n;ﬁ LA M wi B¢ S -
(T lothp b M ATE AS APsL - BSFnS
oo e § I;M' NEFA NG EMmdm TS

hopé Yo AR lwste

Y Sewry

S

Tud A

PRETORIA (Wakros,
ANG / NMC
Yj J"Va-«,cg,.j’

1993 -10- 27

ONTVANG / RECEIWVED
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16 THE CALVERLEY ESTATE

In 1828 John Ward of Holwood commis-
sioned to provide a
layout and designs for a new estate 10 be
developed on land he owned near the
Old Spa ol Tunbridge Wells.

Originally 1he plan was 10 involve
James Burton in the project, but at this
time he was heavily commined with his
own plans for the development of the
new town of St Leonards.

The land at Tunbridge Wells was part
of a parcel of favming land 900 acres in
all, of which 56 was o be developed,
purchased by Ward in 1825,

The area to be developed adjoined the
site of Holy Trinity which had been buile
by Decimus Burion the previous year,
and which provided a focal poind for the
design. The arca also included several
existing large houses, the principal being
Calverley House, the frequent residence
of the Duchess of Kent and her young
daughter Princess Vicoria, which Luer
was extended by Burton w form the
Calverley Hotel

Burton’s plan was fora complete town,
including as well as orge werrace and
seti-detached houses, smaller cottages
and shops with living accommodation o
house the service popualation necessary
for the life of the conmmunity, as was an
inn and market hall, The principal feae
ures of the estate were, however, the

Crescent and the Park with s series of

detached villas.
The scheme was buile by the Pimlico
builders, Joseph Bramab and Son, who

P ENL e
R Zoa

setup site yards and quarries for the local
stone that provided the principal building
material.

The development of the Park prob-
ably extended juto the 1840s, Burton
himsell probably having linle involve-
ment in the design of the later stages.

Much of Burton’s original scheme has
been demolished. Calvertey Terrace and
Parade have given way o the present

o]

Bk

Town Hall, and the market building and
inn have been replaced by shop and
office development.

2

#



22 BEULAH SPA

While the hevdays ofthe spawere pastfor
the fashionable 18th-centary centres such
as Tunbridge Wells by 1828, an awempt
was made 1o establish a spa near London
in order 1o provide Londoners with a day
excursion o rural surroundings.

The site chosen was in South London
neara small established spa on Sweatham
Common occupying auractive wooded
countryside, on a hill 390 feet above sca
level adjoining the village of Norwood.
Here a small saline spring was discovered,
the waters of which were pronounced by
Dr Hume George Weatherhead in a
pamphilet published in 1832 as of a
similar type but superior o the Chelien-
ham waters.

The Spawas the idea of John Davidson
Smith; Decimus Burton being appointed
architect provided a design in the pictur-

esque garden manner simifar w that of

the Zoological Gardens.

The Spa was described in The Mirror of

14 April 1832: “The visitor first approach-
es the lodge said o be in the bestasie of

pateusticiy with the characteristic
varicties of ga sle, dripsione, portico, bay
window and embellished chimney.” The
lodge still survives butin a much aliered
state; the original design resembled close-
ly that of Bunow’s Farmborough Lodge
on the Calverley Estate.

From thelodge the visitordescended a
winding path w0 veach a simall glade
containing one of Burton’s most curious
designs: a circular thatched building re-
sembling an Indian wigwam housing a

spring, from whence the waters were dis-
pensed from a erystal pump with a sitver
wp.

Otherauractions in the garden includ-
ed an octagonal reading-room, a band-
stand, and an archery ground as well as
lawns, paswures and woodland walk com-
plete with rustic bridge and sieps. The
Spaopened o the publicin August 1831
and imediately became popular, a spec-,
fal coach running from Charing Cross.
By the carly 1840s, however, the Spa

began 10 dedline and finally closed in
1855, being unable to compete with the
Crystal Palace, Paxton’s building being
erccied on nearby Sydenham Hill, A
park and lodge and gate piers remain
wday, the only shadow of the Spa in the
woods.

27
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38 THE ARCHITECT’S OWN HOUSE

The greatest test of an architect’s e
style is perhaps the house he builds for
himself. Decimus Bunon was brought
up in the house Mabledon, which his
facher builcar Quarry Hill near Tonbridge.
This was in the castellated Gothicsiyle by
J ¥ Parkinson in 1804, using local sandsione
and incorporating parts of the demolished
nearby Penshurst Place. James Burwon
later sold Mabledouw to the banker, John
Deacon, who employed Decimus to con-
siderably extend the accommodation in
1829. The house was further extended
later in the century: Decimus’s additons
being in the style of the original house, it

is difficult o identify the various stages of

building.

Inaddidon 1o his counuy house, James
Burton occupicd various London prop-
erties associated with his developments
during the 1810s before he moved 1o The
Holme in 1818,

The first address given by Decimus
Burton on his Royal Academy submis-
sions are those of his father - Crescem
Place, Tavistock Squarve in 1817, and
Marylebone (Regents) Park (presumably
The Holme) in 1818-22. When he com-
menced praciice in 1823, he set up his
office in Carlton Chambers, a block in
Lower Regent Street built by his father as
part of Nash’s overall design.

In 1827 he acquired the lease of a plo
of land in Spring Gardens (Numbers 10
10 14) adjoining the newly formed T
falgar Square, which he developed o
provide an office and wwn house for

himsell. Three separate units were com-
bined behind a five bay facade, the four
storey elevation being rusticated with
arched openings, the upper storeys with
surrounds 1o the windows showing the
increasing halianate influence. The prin-
cipal room of Burton’s house was, how-
ever, inthe Grecian style with decorative
fricze and finings. The buildings sub-
sequently became offices of the LCC and
have now been demolished,

Decimus Burton lived a bachelor life
and therefore had no need w build
himsell a large country house as his
father had done. However, heis recorded
as leasing properties associated widh his
major developments at Tunbridge Wells,
where he built BaaonsCowagey pre-
sumably for his own occupation, and
Fleetwood which he occupied during,
and for some time alier, building oper-
ations. At St Leonards, which had become
the home of several of his relations, he
built himsell a bachelor couage — The
Couage, Maze Hill - in the cottage ornée
style he favoured for Baston Couage,
surely proof of his serious interest in the
genre. Here he spent much of his later
years of praciice and subsequent retive-
ment. He did not, however, as has been
suggested, retire 10 St Leonards: his
subsequent years were spent in his Lon-
don house at § Gloucester Houses, Hyde
Park.

43







NATIONAL MONUMENTS COUNCIL

ARCHITECT NORTH

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Regional Manager : Eastern Cape

FROM: Architect North

REF: 9/2/003/018 DATE: 1993~-11-18

RE: PAINTWORK ON EXTERNAL DOORS AT OATLANDS HOUSE, GRAHAMSTOWN

1. Our recent telephone conversation refers.

2. Please find attached a few copies of a specification provided to the National
Monuments Council by the CSIR titled "RECOMMENDED TREATMENT OF DETERIORATED
PAINTWORK".

3. In the case of Oatlands House where the front doors have been stripped, but
have nevertheless been protected by the verandah, it will almost certainly NOT
be necessary to use PCP or CCA to treat the wood. Once the timber has been
sanded down and all the varnish (if any) removed, it can be coated with the
boiled linseed o0il & mineral turps mixture and then painted as described.

4,

I hope this information is of some use to you.

William A. Martinson

WAM/bs



ONTLANDS HoUSE e/z/ooalot'e)

Dear V/UU((MVU W’aréqh{bn RCHM

Thank you for asking for information from the Natlonal Monuments Record.
We are currently looking Into your request and will respond Bar A

D November [ ([ am on (eawe anb | Z”f Novmbea
if you would like any further Information, please teg 'ﬁ G. PRETORIA 1

/__N.M.C.
o7 -qig-309 | 993 -11- 30

on

ONT"M\'G!QFC@‘QV{D d

Signed *L (Zbeth‘ﬂ(ég__ Date ,(q’ (- qT




Wwparim@ﬂf of Architecture
iana Tech University
Box 3175 5 T8

GUT%IAQA 71272-0001

Y BTATES OF AMERICA

© Dennis

OATLANDE HOUSE, 10 CAROLINE CLOSE, GEAHAMETOWN

Thank you for vyour letters of 01 July, 12 July, 18 July, #Z4 duly, 5
{with first fvad\<%r%i%}g 28 Beptember, 11 October {w;xﬁ; Decimus Burton
extracts) and last but not least 185 November 1993, My humble apologies for not

responding sooner!

I'm aflraid my draft Part 2 is not vet complete and neither is the drawing

of the stables. [ wzfi be redivecting some energy towards Oatlands now that

builder’s holidays are upon us. I have besn kept busy guy@rvégixd the
on of a graveyvard at KOPPIES, 0.¥F.8., and preparing y : docum@nr%

he vestoration of the 16 metre tall sto chimne E

st. 1 do however attach some photocopies from your Eate%t draft

with some minor proof-reading corrections,

restora
b

I recently visited 1 Brenthurst Library for a second time and finally located
the elugive Baines skeltch in a volume titled "Thomas Baines Original Sketch
Book Yol. 3“, ! 1848 Catalogue No Art 48/3/26. 1'm &fv&i& there is nothing
on the ox 0,1 'mﬁch to canfirm the Africana Museum’s statement that the

subject was on I would suggest that we delete this referer
iiun the texb, I ar sketches of Oabtlande. The only other larg
holding of Baines &3 chgo is the Africana Museum and they are unfortunatel
closed until the middle of next year, As a vesult of this temporary closure
yably have Lo use my original photostat of the Button sketel

:kson to take a black and white photograph of the Sc¢

we will pre
will ask Brian
pancra

1if Fman

1 have written to the HNational Monuments Becord of the Roval Commission on

Historical Mopuments, rveguesting copies of plans and 3.0 drawings of Oatlands

R
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5

at. the Hampton Court Hstate 1820,
establish another possible precedent for O

this line of enguiry will
in Grahamstown.

S RCHITECT NORTH

B AN/ b



OKTLANDS WOUSE 9/2/@03/05‘8

# »7 % ROYAL

COMMISSION

W A Martinson Esq e HISTORICAL

g.atitogal Monuments Council MON U M ENTS
Nléflerlggiische Bank Building of EN Cl LAN D

8 Church Square
Pretoria 0002
South Africa

Your reference Our reference Date

3 December 1993
Dear Mr Martinson
Thank you for your enquiry about Oatlands House.

Oatlands Park in Walton and Weybridge, Surrey, was designed by Henry Holland, built
in 1794 for the Duke of York, and it is now converted to a hotel. I have looked through
our collections and I am afraid that I have not been able to find very much, but I have
photocopied various things that I hope will interest you.

We have only one photograph of the house, but we have a larger coverage (exterior and
interior photographs) of the grotto, which was demolished in 1948-9. If you would like
photocopies of these please let me know. We have only the one set of measured
drawings and that is of the grotto and I have copied it for you. The full postal address
of the hotel is on the photocopy of the aerial view of the house and it would be worth
contacting them to see if they have any old plans, or whether they know where the plans
were deposited. You could also contact the local record offices and libraries, the
addresses of which I have copied for you.

I hope that this information will help you and I am sorry that we do not have any proper
reports or plans on the house. If I can be of further assistance, please let me know.

Yours sincerely

Mafé . ANG TN M.C.

Lizbeth Gale 1993 -12- 2 1
National Buildings Record

ONTVANG / RECEIVED

Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of England
Fortress House, 23 Savile Row, London W1X 2JQ Tel: 071-973 3500 Ext:071-973 - ®OA |
Fax: 071-494 3998
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TQ 06SE BOROUGH OF ELMBRIDGE . NORTH AVENUE
’ (east side)
Whiteley Village

L

Lamp post,50 yards

: 4/264

1 south of North Lodge
g
" GV 11
w;] Lamp post. Circa 1912. Cast iron. Square four legged base with dlagonally framed

basket top carrying four legged tapering standard. Lantern with decorative finial
carried on doubled scrollework, S-curve arm,

14

Ji TQ 06SE BOROUGH OF ELMBRIDGE OATLANDS AVENUE
Weybridge

- 41265 | ' Church of St. Mary
11

Church. 1862 by Messrs Franclis. Rubblestone, coursed on the tower with plain tiled

rppfs. WNave and alsle, apsed chancel to the east with chapel to south, and tower

to north west attached to west end of church by a short corridor, vestry addition to

south east. 3 gables to west end, buttressed nave with 2-light deep tracery windows.

Square 3 stage tower with turret to north east corner open to ground floor with

pointed arch over opening and depressed crocketed ogee relieving arch above. 2 stone

dressed, 2-light bell openings in ogee surrounds to each face of top stage, battlements

: with angle gargoyles above. ‘

”:] Interior: 5 bay nave arcade on compound plers of quatrefoil sectiom, timber scissor
braced roof. Mosalc apse with tiled chancel floor, marble dado panelling below.

Fittings: early C20 pews and screen. Stone arched, arcaded pulplt , octagonal font.

H
i

I
:

s ‘TQ O6NE : BOROUGH OF ELMBRIDGE OATLANDS DRIVE
- Weybridge
12] ;/266 ‘ "Oatlands Park Hotel .
GS.IO.?A, 'Cﬁ?tmﬁq .
;] House, now hotel, Original house of 1794 by Henry Holland for Duke of York, reconstr-

ucted in 1827 for Edward "Golden Ball" Hughes and remodelled, with west wing added in
o 1856 by T.H. Whyatt, when converted into hotel. Italianate style. Yellow stock brick
;] rendered dressings with hipped slate roofs, bracketed eaves and panelled brick stacks.
- 3 storeys, &4 balustraded angle tower on south west corner. 2bow windows rising through
~ 2 storeys on south front of tower. Hip roofed betvedere loggia to top with triple
:] arch arcade on north and south sides, 4 arches on east and west.
Main front: 9 bay sash windowed range to left with rendered string course over first
floor, geometric pattern frelze over ground floor and rendered window surrounds to
ground floor, keystones breaking into the freize. Similar 4 bay block to right of
;3 centre with further &4 bay block breaking forward to right., Ballroom extension: 2

. storeys and attic inm Mansard roof projecting forward at the east end(right). Recessed
3 bay entrance block to centre of main front under lead square ogee domed woof, behind
”’] triple arched loggia with paired Roman Ionic columns on pedestals, bracketed entablature.
e Triple glazed doors behind under traceried fanlights.

West front: (Left hand return front) 2 square bays to ground floor, "Venetian" style
gl ‘surround to double half-glazed doors with Doric pilasters. C20 additions to left.

o7
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Works for the Duke of York

1792, whereby the occupants agreed to convey their respective residences to each other
within six months. Early in 1793 the Melbournes were installed in Whitchall, where they
remained until the first Viscount’s death in 1828, after which the property was sold to
Lord Dover, whose name became attached to the house.

Meanwhile, the Duke of York had moved into the Piccadilly House, which had been
built by Chambers in 1770. Holland does not appear to have done much to it at this point,
beyond tidying it up for the Duke and Duchess, who resided here when in London
during the next eight years. By the end of this time not only was the house mortgaged
to Thomas Coutts, the banker, but the Duke had incurred heavy debts in other direc-
tions. It was probably for this reason that he decided to dispose of the property, and ru-
mours that it was to be used for a development scheme became current. Holland’s interest
in such matters suggests that he was behind this, and a hint of its nature is given in Malton’s
Picturesque Tour of London, where a caption to a view of Uxbridge House states that ‘it is
in contemplation to open a communication into Piccadilly, by pulling down York
House and building a street of handsome houses on the site of the gardens, in a direct
line with Saville-row.” This idea, however, came to nothing, and it was a very different
type of development which materialised two years later, as outlined in Chapter XIV.

Holland’s wotk for the Duke of York included the rebuilding of Oatlands, near
Weybridge, after it had been damaged by fire on June 7th, 1794, during the Duke’s ab-
sence in Flanders. He had already been consulted about finishing the temple in the grounds,
according to Farington,® who had been there on a sketching expedition in the preceding
October. Farington also commented on the fire, and the composure of the Duchess,
who was residing there at the time, and ‘scemed more anxious abt. her animals than abt.
the House.” The rebuilding apparently took shape in a piccemeal way, with some rooms
continuing to be available for occupation by the Duke and Duchess. The Rev Owen
Manning, whose authoritative History and Antiquities of the County of Surrey was published
posthumously in 1809, confirms that for the new work ‘Mr Holland was the Architect’.
The Duke wished it to be in the Gothic style, which had been used for the earlier house.
Holland, whose experience of desighing in Gothic was limited, secems to have consulted
the antiquarian draughtsman, John Carter, who had been known to his family for many
years, and who had made drawings for them on occasion in the past. Delineations of the
new house are few, but three watercolours of the garden front painted by C. Brauns in
1810 are at Windsor, and show this fagade as an irregular composition with a central block
of three bays and two storeys, with buttressed extremitics, and an oricl window over a
buttressed entrance. East of this are an assortment of gabled and turretted buildings, and on
the west, a small tower and a single storey wing. All have castellations, and most of the
windows have drip-stones. The material is stone, or ashlar over brick.

! Diary, Vol. 1.
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Henry Holland

While Carter could rightly claim to have assisted in the work, he took to himself
the whole credit for the new house in the dedication to the Duke of York which pre-
faces his Ancient Architecture of England, Part I. This went to press, very conveniently for
him, ten days after Holland’s death in June, 1806, so that any such claim was likely to
pass unrefuted, but H. B. Hodson, in his contributions to the Builder in 1855, states that the
Jatter *did a great deal of work for the Duke of York at Oatlands . . . of which I had many

and still retain some drawings’.
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71. Holland's proposal for the enlargement of Kempshot House, 1795. An elevation at Windsor Castle.
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3270037018

fr. ¥ Wartinson

06 Japuary 1994

Lizbeth Gale

National Buildings Record

Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of England
Fortress house

23 Baville Row

London W1X 2JQ

GREAT BRITAIN

Dear Miss Gale

OATLANDS HOUSE, GRAHAMSTOWN, SOUTH AWRIC

Thank you for your letter of 3 December 1993, which was recently received. Your
prompt and detailed response was most interesting and much appreciated. 1 will be
contacting the OQabtlands Park Hotel as a starting point in my quest for plans of the
house ¢ 1800, If I am successful I will forward copies of the plans for your own

records.

The grotto must have been an extraordinary building -~ I have not found any evidence
to suggest that the Oatlands Estate in Grahamstown had any such follies.

Yours sincerely

William A. Martinson
Architect North

WAM/ bs
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Hro ¥, Warfinson

6 January 1934

The Manager
Oatlands Park Hotel
146 Qatlands Drive
Weybridge

Surrey KT13 9HB
GREAT BRITAIN

Dear Sir

OATLANDS HOUBE & ESTATE, GRAHAMSTOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

1.

I was provided with your address by the National Buildings Record of the Royal
Commission on the Historical Monuments of England.

T am an architect employed by the National Monuments Council of Scuth Africa
and am researching the architectural history and development of Oatlands House,
built in Grahamstown in 1824 by Capt. H. Somerset. The design was probably
suggested by hig father, Lord Charles Somerset {second son of the 5th Duke of
Beaufort) who was then the Governor, stationed in Cape Town.

When Oatlands was offered for sale by auction in 1852 it was described az a
"splendid mansion..... by far the most commodious in character of any House in
the Eastern division". It was probably the first cottage-orné and the first
verandah-house in Grahamstown, Notwithstanding its architectural and
historical importance Oatlands has only been mentioned in passing in Lewcock’s
definitive book "Early 19th Century Architecture in South Africa’.

The House and the Estate have undergone a number of changes over the last 170
years. 1L is my intention to try and establish the original layvout of the
Bstate, as well as the plans, elevational treatment and 3-D massing of the
house and stables, as built (and probably added to) by Capt. Somerset.

A note on our file states that : "The Estate was name Oatlands by Capt,
Somerset, after Oatlands a country residence of the Duke of York, commander in
chief of the British Military Forces and brother of the Prince Regent.
Oatlands was added to the Hampton Court Estate by Henry VIII in 1537 as one of

the Royal BResidences”, 1 would therefore be most grateful if vou could
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