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Thank you fnr your Jdnd 1 tt"3t' of iO tIny InCn. 

T ;;] polo p, j s e for my IJ e 1 ~l IT in :r e ply j n [:1" but I 118 ve bee non 1. e (3 ve 
Cor j'pn vlP("I<.:'3. J ,'lm not. surF? :i.f it war:; LIlt'') much needed rest and 
L'EH:upe rat i (In OJ' Wh8 t; hie rH, is .:i us t 113 vi n,rt Hs Rowo 1 (:It baD k to 
acbif"~A 1118, but I havre; fnund. out \.vllt?l'e the (lrir;final I')f thp 
P;'lilltin,f1 j13, Ft8.nr:ef3 SnJllerset, the dHl1E,;hter of He!nry SOlrlprset. 
nf)t th,,; Hire, who is list.ed und>'?l' her marrie('l 118me of Franoes 
:?lltton in the calcl.l ue of' ~')tctures in the J()hanne::,~buJ.·&t African" 
Huseurn.~ \'J8.::; t.I18 artist. responfjible. l~he ori,~in8.1 l?aintin.f.! if; :il) 
the .J (I !181Hl f~' (0; b LJ r.r~ A f ric 8. n ,'J, titH, e urn 0 n p (' 1 [) a c' f t. he Fan n y 2) u t t, 0 n 
Album (no.56/809). The album also contains two piotures of 
OZlLl[lndf:, but you C~clnn()t really see the house in either of them 
( p P . :} a a. n d .:1 b) . T p tn S C, )' r y T d i (\ not f L n d t It e p j (; t n l' ('; () n f' j r c; t 
l')oJ.:.in": LhtCIlJ;o:h til,'" c,;t~;l.l 'IP._ lll.lt r Inokpr.! under Fire:/! P:iV:'r 
r t t til a Jt1e·of thr3 a.rt j 

Plc8f';e let:. tIE: knoH :i f He C~,ll holr) you furtl·ler. 

Yours sincerr;'ly 

(Miss) C M BLIGHT 

Rhodes University condemns racism and racial segregation and strives to maintain a strong tradition of non-discrimination with regard to race 
and gender in the constitution of its student body, in the selection and promotion of its staff and in its administration. 
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BOX 8il84 • HOUGHTON' 2041 SOUTH AFRICA· FEDERATION ROAD' PARKTOWN ' JOHANNESBURG 
TELEPHONE (011) 646-6024/5/6 ' FAX (011) 486-1651 

1.7 June 1993 

Mr William Martinson 
Architect 
National Monuments Council 
Box 7888 
0001 Pretoria 

FAX: (012) 323-1675 

Dear Mr Martinson 

P.1.1 

Many thanks for your kind note supplying me with Professor 
Radford's address. I look forward to having you do research in 
the Library. 

Yours sincerely 

M 0 WEINER (MRS) 
BRENTHURST LIBRARIAN 
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GIL\"IL\"::if~S TO"';X. D5 

The to"wn itself is a pleasing and cheerful 
spot, situated on tho decliyity of a f'maU 

which is surrounded ",ith others of' greater ele­
vation. The strcC'ts arc ".-ide and airy) ana 

houses i'mrounded ,rith gardens, which 
arc well watered, and aoolUlclillf' in fruit trees. 
There is a f'c:;imess, ('ollsef]Hently, engendered 
about the place, which is not to be seen in other 
parts of the Colony. 

Graham's ToW'll is now a rising and rapidly 
increasing place. It contains upwatds of 
houses; and it" population exceeds 5000 persons, 
of which about 1000 arc colomed. It possesses 
two churches, a grammar school, a library, two 
banks, a comt-housc, and large banach, in 
which, at present, the head quarters of two regi­
ments are stationed. Amongst it::; inhabitants, 
arc numberod two bishor", 011e of the Eng­
lish, and one of the Homan Catholic CllUTch. 
It is likowise the sif(, of a nmmery, as wdl as of 
various imposing edifices, uscu as dissenting 
places of ,Yor"hip. The "'hops arc decidcdly 
better here, thun in any part of the Colony, not 
cven Cape TOWil e:s:ceph~d. And, as a general 
rule, there appears to be more unanimity and 
public spirit pre,'ailing in this community, than 
elsewhere. The to,'I"'"U is gOYCrHed by a muni­
cipality; who emleayour, to the best of their 
ability, to improyc awl extend its importance. 
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Mr W Martinson 

29 June 19!33 

The Duke of Beaufort 
Badminton 
AVON 
GLB lOB 
mmA'l' BRITAIN 

Dear Duke of Beaufort 

OATLANDS HOUSE, GRAHAMSTOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 

1 I ~vas with your address Mrs Silvia Birrel, owner of' the Oatlands 
converted into a private house, 

2 I am an architect the National Monuments Council of' South Africa and 
am the architectural history and of Oatlands House, which 
was built in Grahamstown in 1824 H Somerset. This field of research was 
suggested Prof Dennis Hadford Head of the of Architecture at 
Louisiana (former Head of of Architecture at Wits 
Uuiv(:!rs in ). He has joint artiele on 
Oatlands, is one of the most in Grahamstown. 

:3 was ffered for sale by auction in 1852 it was described as a 
" far the most commodious in character of any House in the 
Eastern I t was the first cot and the first verandah-

in Grahamstmm, 

4 Nothlithstand its architectural and historical Oatlands has only been 
mentioned in passing :i.n Lewcock! s definitive book "Early 19th Architecture 
in South Africa". It is Prof Itadford's intention to redress this imbalance 

1 ishi n15 two art lE~s on Oatlands House and the Estate, 

5 The House and the Estate have it number of 169 
years, It 1s our intention to estabLish the layout of the 
Estate I and Lhe ,1evl.ltional treatment and ~l-D mass of the house and 
stables, as bui 1 t (and added to) Somerset. For this '''Ie are 
fortlmaLe to have a measured (dated 1966), Another excellent source 
of ion has been the sketches made Frances ( ) Sutton (nee Somerset) 
in c,1840, The or Sutton sketches ar(~ held in the Africana Museum in 

es aLtacheci). 

6 would be most if you could let me know whether a Somerset 
i holds manuscr I I diaries, sketehes etc 

the 34 years dur which the Somersets lived in Grahamstown, I am 
interested in the fo1 



<~2~ 

the to the of the Oatlands Estate in 1820 and the 
reasons for this choice 

a description (and sketches) of the first Oatlands Cot ! built of 
3n November 1820 and by J;!reat storms in October 

1823j 

a deser ion (and of the Oatlands House, outbui and 
Stables built in 1824, a schedule of the accommodation and an indication of 
the numbers of servants 

the choice of the sites for the various bui on the Estate; 

ion to the 
in the 

of the Estate 
of t~e House; 

the 

the source of bui materials eg doors, windoW's, 1'i 

any alterations and additions to the bui 
over time, 

and 

surrounds 

which might 

'1 In the hook Hawk' ~3 by D E Rivett-Carnac (1966), it is stated on pg 30 that 
Somerset called his Estate Oatland Park after the Manor House acqui 

VI II in 153"{ as one of the Royal res I would be if you 
who would be able to provide Illore information on Oatlands House at 

Court Estate. I like to obtain a plan of the house 
and a site DIan of the Estate, 

B My final concerns the common feature of the of Marine Villa 
and Newlands House (built Lord Charles Somerset Town) and Oatlands 
House in GrahamstolVn, All three houses have three the 
front w of the house with a more to the rear, be Illost 
interested to knmv Badminton has a similar BI3t of three 
rooms, which mi have bi:,en the for the three South African houses, 
I f a an and estate lable I ~vould much 
appreciate a copy. 

I look forward to your rep 

Yours faithful 

William A Mar·tinsoH 
ARCHITECT NORTH 

" 
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AFRICAN NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MILIlARY HISTORY 
_._. __ • ______ • _______ ~, ___ ._ •• ____ "_ - _.... • .". _M ._>~ .. '" ....... __ . ___________ >.~ -~ 

DIRECTOR: MAJ GEN P. PRETORIUS. SO. SM. 

POBOX 52090. SAXONWOLD. TflANSVAAL 2132. TEL. 646·5513. FAX: 646·525(; 

Kindly address all correspondence to the Director 

MUS 408/3/1 

BPW/nv 2 July 1993 

Mr W Martinson 
National Monuments Council 
POBox 7888 
PRETORIA 
0001 

Dear Mr Martinson, 

OATLANDS HOUSE, GRAHAMSTOWN 

There is a reference to the circumstances surrounding the granting of land, 
the Oatlands Estate,to Captain Henry Somerset on page 324 of volume II of 
G E Cory's The Rise of South Afr;ca(Cape Town, Struik, 1965) 

There are a number of references to Oatlands in Hawk's Eye, Dorothy E Rivett­
Carnac's biography of Sir Henry Somerset, published by Howard Timmins, 1966. 
The illustration is a reproduction of the lithograph in Godlonton & Irving's 
Narrative of the Kaffir War: 

The accounts we have of the Frontier Armed and Mounted Police and the Cape 
Mounted Riflemen do not mention Oatlands. 

Possibly the Cory Library in Grahamstown will be able to provide additional 
information or the Albany Museum. 

Yours sincerely 

tf--' PHILIP PRETORIUS 
DIRECTOR 1'7·1. 

v 

-- ! 
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D Itadford 
Head 
Loui 
PO Box 

Dear Denni 

TS 

, 10 GAItOLINE 

Mr W Martinson 

GRAHAMS'l'OWN 

1 TIHtnk you for letters of 6 June. 10 June and 1 June 993. 
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Jpt' which forms of the 
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HARDING, JAMES DUFFIELD (1798-1863) 
English landscape painter and lithographer, was also a successful teacher 
of art. His books on drawing were used by Bowler, who taught on the Har­
ding system. Harding did not visit South Africa or p<lint pictures of South 
Africa. An example of his work is included in the Africana Museum because 
of his influence on Bowler and particularly on Bowler's 

HJ5 Lake Como 1848 
No inscription. 
Water-colour. 6~ x Unsigned. 
Prof. Kreitner. No. 47/196. 
The name "J. D. Harding" is written on the mount below the picture. 
On the backing to the frame is written (by Miss H. G. Oliver) "Lake 
Como 1848 (RUSkin-Harding then in Como-·Pair to this in Man­
chester Gallery)". 

HAR.KNESS, Mrs, ANNABELLA HARRIETTE 
(nee James) 

Annabella Harriette James, daughter of the Rev. Henry 
James, married J. Granville Harkness on 2 June 
1864 at St. the parish church of Ore. 
Sussex, where both her mother and his mother had 
been married. It is assumed that .her husband was her 
cousin because she wrote of a picture in their house in 
Grahamstown: "Over mantel piece. Oil painting of 
Valebrook. painted by A. H. James for her cousin 
J. G. H .• being by him in all his quarters." She was in 
the Eastern Cape with her husband from about Sep· 
tember 1864 until about May 1867. Not much is known 
about her after her return to England. other than what 
can be gathered from the sketches of English scenes 
in her album. She was still living in 1912 because she 
writes that the picture of Valcbrook was "given to 
Mrs. Barker about 1912." 
John Granville Harkness. after serving for many years 
with the 55th Regiment of Foot. transferred to the Sth 
Regt. with the rank of Captain in 1857. He was pro­
moted Major in 1877: in IB85-6 he commanded the 
2/5th, becarne Major-General in 1886 and died in that 
rank at Ivy House. Ore. Sussex, on 22 June 1900 in his 
70th year. The 2nd Batt. 5th Regiment arrived in 
South Africa in April 1863. and according to A history 
o(the Northumberland Fusiliers, by H. M. Walker (Murray, 
1919), was at East London in the spring of 1864, moved 
to King William's Town and a year later (13 October 
1865) to Grahamstown. Theal says the Battalion left 
the Cape in March 1867. but Mrs. Harkness was still 
there after that date. See H87. H88. H90 and H91, all 
bearing dates in April and May 1867. Walker says that 
the Battalion arrived at Dover 9 July 1867. 
The album, "Sketches of South Africa", contains 57 
sketches in South Africa and 21 sketches in England. 
There should be 27 sketches in England but six leaves 
with six sketches had been removed fronn the album 
before \ it was acquired by the Africana Museum. 

124 
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HJ8 

Among the South African sketches are copies signed 
with her monogram. of prints from books: four from 
Lucas's Pen and Pencil Reminiscences o( a Campaign In 
South Africa (Day & Son, 1861) and eleven from T. W. 
Bowler's The I<apr Wars (Day & Son 1965) there is 
also a sketch ofWynberg copied from a sketch by 
lady Douglas. Some of the English scenes. one at least 
of which is Italian, are also copies. There are 41 South 
African sketches by Mrs. Harkness. 
In the "Index", which is a list of contents. every picture 
that is a copy is so recorded. and the origi nal sketches 
are named and dated, and the places and dates in­
Variably coincide with the rather sparse itinerary of 
the Regiment, which can be deduced from Walker's 
regimental history. 
Some of the earlier sketches in England are initialed 
A. H. J., ~ few immediately after her marriage A. H. H .• 
but the majority are signed with a monogram which 
I make out to be A. H. It may be A. H. H. Two sketches 
are signed A. E. H. H. This is a very satisfactory album, 
presenting no problems of authenticity. The sketches 
can be accepted as the work of Mrs. Harkness. Sketches 
in England have been omitted from this catalogue. 

H36-91 "Sketches In South Africa", Cover title 
"Sketches of South Africa". 
17 X 13. On end-paper is written "Annabella 
Harriette Harkness"-·"Index, Page 2. 57 
Sketches in South Africa. 28 Sketches in England. 
Notices of some S. African Sketches. Page 2." 
At page 2 there are sewn in "Index to Sketches 
in South Africa"-this is a contents list-and 
(Notices of some South African Sketches]-this 
consists of abstracts of W. R. Thomson's 
descriptions of the scenes depicted by Bowler 
in The Ka{ir Wars. for the eleven she copied, 
The numbers in brackets are the page numbers 
of the Album. Acquired from Maggs Bros. 
49/129. 
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HOG [80] Howlson'$ Poort, Grahamstown 1066 
Inscription on mount: "Howison's Poort near 
Graham's Town, looking towards Karicga, 19 
Novr IB66," 
.Water-colour, 7 x 10 •. Signed with monogram 
"A. H." 

.. 1111 (82) Howison's Poort, looking toward$ 
Grahamstown 11166 
Inscription on mount: "Howison's Poort, look­
ing towards Grahamstown. 19 Novr 1866." 
Water-c.olour. 7 x 10. Signed with monogram 
"A.H." 

Hill [84] P()lIc~ Station and Bridge in Howi· 
son's Pooi1: 1666 
Inscription on mount: "Police Station and 

. Bridge in Howison's Poort. 19 Novr 1866." 
Water-colour. 5 x 7. Signed with monogram 
"A.H." 

Hill 

Hill 

'~1 J 

'J', 

>:. 
; " 

.,,~ 

H84 

H83 (86] Grahamstown from Oatlands Park 
1866 
inscription on mount: "Grahamstown from 
Oatlands Park, the seat of Sir Walter Currie, 
Novr 1866." 
Water-colour. 6* X 10. Signed with monogram 
"A.H." 

H84 (88} Grahamstown from above the Kowie 
Road 1867 
Inscription on mount: "Grahamstown from 
above the Kowie Road. 1867." 
Water-colour. 6i X 9~. Unsigned. 

133 

I • - - II 



, .
 

; 
. 

/' 
'~'

 r 

.. )
.'

 

'. 
:,:

 

,:",
:"\.

1 .
. 

. '( 



o t >- . ~,
 

. 
, 

(\
) 

\ 
, " 

• 
I 

" 
, .. 

I .,. '.t,
 *, I 



;<
' 

::1
 

('
\ .... - S
).

. 

~
 e -. ;:II 

~
 1'.
1'"

 
~
 sP
 

;S
 

;::
I 
~
 """ e t'
 

0
""

 
~
 - &- <l
\ ~
 

p ! ~
 

0 ~ 
'0

/ 

("
t ~ 

'h
, 

" 
'{

 
;~

 ,
 

' .. 
" 

' 
.' 

~ 

" 
,~ 

,'
, 

'I
 



", 
.',

 .
 ~ 

. 
{ .{

., .~
 



G57 

G58 

" """" _~ ~;:::;:~~ ,,~::~~:~iili!¥~';:~'~' 

JJ]~1J '$1]1:'~f1. ~.:L\)l..'\iiu 'fWI] 
r'''fflll ... L,,' 

.';"'~."'" 

," ' .... 

" 
, ." r:' ,~, 

:'ifrr ~YI ~i'1111II1"":~';;j":" f1. 

i ".ir.~ q: "~ • 

I:~"~IJII ti.;~f;' 
,,· ... ti,·. 

"I'; :;,ofv" 
~':::1~".;~ 
'!J¢ .• : 
[. 

":T 
~ 
J;:; 

<I' 

DA11A~yj . 
. ~, ;;':''';;;.rr·'./(·~;'''/.;::_m".'4 1:;;." ...... ,'; .. /,/ nr::: (,;;.11" .. I: .... , .... -;i'/" ,c':;:"" .• ( 

7- /',.'" / /;/ I .. . /' .. , ~:F;I ~ .... .< ~r'" 

G59 

1J)5'{,1.'1'I YJ~iYU; '0:\.I:I:.\:,ll i"mll 
r,. '" ,I " ~"j\ 11, I' " " 

G60 
Af.' _ "A ·1 i 

GO OLUN rON. rw U E HI ami E DWAR 0 IflVI NG G52-63 (cont.) 

Ge7 p.2G5 "Ttl£! Storrninn of Fort Armstronn by the Combined Military 8. 
Burnher Forces." 
"T. Baines. del." "G. Parr. lith." 
London: Pnlhmn f1ichnrd~on. 23, Comhill. 1852." 
Lithonrnph 112 x 190 

G58 Grahmnstown ed .. p.l "Hi\Jh Street. Graham's Town From lhe East." 
"J. Ramnge Edinr" 
Lithonraph Vi\Jnette 90 x 1 52 

G59 Grahamstown cd. pA 1 "Oatlands The Residence of Colonel 
Sommerset (sic), Comrnandnnt of the Eastern Province of the Colony 
of tho Capf1 of Good Hopn." 
Lithograph I/inrwtte 93 x 1 S3 

G6e Grahamstown ed. p.129 "Distant View of Graham's Town From the 
SouthWest" 
"J. Ramage Edinr" 
Lithowaph Vignette 85 x 158 
M issin\J from J PL second copy. 

G61 Gr;]hamstown ed. p.18l "View of Bathurst From the Southern 
Entrance" 
"J. Ramage Edinr" 
Litho\Jraph 108 x 158 
Basrd on fI painting hy Thomas I3ninns. AM 63/2346 

G62 GrnlliH11stown cd. p.261 "Port Francis. Kowie Mouth" 
"J. Rmnagf1 Edinr" 
Lithoqraph 107 x 154 
Based on a painting by Thomas Baines. AM 1121 

G63 Grahamstown ed. p.309 "Distant view of Port Elizabeth" 
Lithowaph Vinnette 93 x 154 
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Puerto Escondido, it was built as a private residence for a 
German baroness, 
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TELEPHOt<E, No 

BADMINTON 346 

Vi. N. C :'i, il!~,~tH.tINTON, '---- ..... _ ......... " .. ,.- ... ~ ... --.-."'-"--'~---........... - .. --
SECRETARY. 

BADMINTON 202 
1~n3 -07- 2 0 

'l............ __ .~_., 4, JIl± 

Wil1iem A. ]Ylartinson ,i'sq(DNTV}\NG I FiECEIVED 
Nationa 1 Honllments COl ~. 

1'.0. Box 7888, 
Pretoria 0002, 
South Africa 

Dear 11r H:,)rti.nson, 

VON 

GL9 IDB 

1993 

Tballk .1'01) for YO'lr 1e t I;er of 29 JUDI'. 

rPbere are no letters or papers relatin{(' to Henry [lomprnet 
in t1le 8TCliivP8 1'11; l'nrlrninton ElXC0pt for the correflporHh~nce 
of Lord Charles ~)ornerset wi lob ld s brother the 6th J)l1ke. 
'llbese throw some lipht on t11e circlJIYH'1cances which led 
IJenr.Y fiomewJet to Sf> LtJe in Grahamstown. }"o11owinp: n 
serious Ka.ffir jnv8sion in 1819, in Apr.n HenrJ Somerset 
was sent with aeroor of cavalry to defend tbe . rovim~p. 
Following the birth of their first chUrl in r·1ay 1819, 
his wife follovled him there, and Lord Charles SOI1':~rse1; 

wrote to the Duke on 22 July, 'She has now joined him at 
the :J:i'rontier, where he has bOl1ght a cottage in Graham's 
fJ'OHtl'. l,ater that year he visited the frontier h;tmself 
and str-wed with the cOl1p1e tn Grahamsto\om, rE'mFlrkJnt~ in 

18. 

a letter of 6 November llOW pleased. be was at 'fl!rs f)omerset's 
contentment in her lJtt1e cottage' 

Henry Somerset proved to be a cnpable offjcpr nnd 
soon made himself indispensible to his fother in the 
Kaffir weTS in that area, so that he became comrnrc1nclall\; 
of Simonstown and GrehalTJstown in 182'1, Fmd comlTJamlant 
of Kaffraria in 1825. 

~ \gf'l 



IUs Grace' 8 secretary has wri t ten to [:110 Hh~ totical 
Manuscripts Commission which ...,ill be contactinp: you 
a bout Oatlands rark, but she und(~rstand.8 trw f; t.r ~y a:re 
lmable to help you ...,i th informntion abo1) t Henry botnprset '8 

F:lcqllhlition of the estate or tbe buildinC of Oatlands 
House in GrahalTIstoVl!1. ~'he only other source of information 
I can tldnk of is Rhodes House Library, Oxford, which 
may, perhaps, be able to help. 

1 enclose a photocopy of a ground plan of J3aclrninton 
House c. 1930; the layol1t of the main rooms is the same 
as the early 19th century. Also enclosen is a nhotocopy 
of tbe Badminton Park area from an ordnance survey map 
c. 1920. 

Yours sincereJy, 

1'1- R. ({lcL.~ C'1(5) 
ArchIvist 

,~ \ 



9/2/003/18 

21 1993 

The Duke of' Beaufort 
Badminton 
AVON 
GIAg lDB 
m~I!~AT BRITAIN 

Att: Mrs M E Richards The Archivist 

Dear Mrs 

OATLANDS HOUSE, GRAHAMS'rOWN, SOUTH AFRI CA 

1 ffhank you for your letter 
of the 

prompt rE.!sponse was much 

2 I 

Yours sincere 

W A Mart 
AIWHI TECT NORTH 

AN01[1002.WPF 

forward to receiv 
Commission and would 1 

them on my behalf, 
in due eourse. 

1993 wi th the 

M r W 
Martinson 

House and Estate. Your 

the from the 
to thank His Grace j s 

I will be contact the Rhodes 



~""" oATLAN~ "/2.1 OO~/06~ 
~(/! ~~~~he Rt.HoD.The Earl Jellicoe 

,""!' ~'KBE' DSO, MC, FRS, PC 

'lr',,"'/ '!T~ ~ 
,t)' / n' / .... ) 

h!" \, v,::;" g ~ 
«( l /\,' t..i' / 

/ 
f"...' I (/~. m (" ,.,J I ~! 

l ~~!') /~} / ,.~~ ~~ Jb ..1JJ 
c· ;;~ ;,.",">,' .. ~§- sr-~ tJ.!t1' 4cf.9 .!.!S ."" ~ "".. C~ ,- " 9 July, 1993 

wLM i am A. Martinson, 
Architect North, 
National Monuments Council, 
First Floor, Nederlandsche Bank Building, 
8 Church Square, 
PRE'l'ORIA 0002 
South Africa. 

jeM Ik ;1{fGr;c:::"I-~' 
Oatlands House, 
South Africa. 

Grahamstown, Albany District, 

Thank you for your letter of 23 June which 
I have recently received. 

I am looking into your queries with my colleagues 
in the Royal Geographical Society and will 
write again as soon as I receive their comments. 

J 

I'I ~ j\; v 

JELLICOE 

President 
Royal Geographical 

.i 0 t' /c-~ L-- . 
( ;> 

I::- <-<? IL~Q----f 
Society ~ / 

&/"1 / C Jc/!~., 
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OA,rLJ\~()5 '/2./OO~/OU3 

THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS 

QUALITY HOUSE, QUALITY COURT 
CHANCERY LANE, LONDON WC2A IHP 

1eIephone 071-242 1198 
Fax 071-831 3550 

15 July 1993 

Dear Mr Martinson 

if"" .~'4~';~"'I'l'1M<:.~ .... r:.'lI.~.:'~:·: : .. :t:~: ~ ~'.~~..l\lOt:;;.. ·~w ~,,; Ii 
~ ".,', ".< ,/\ \ 

& F'\ i,.:. M.". J f-· .. ··" .. "" ................. -... ". __ ... "-i 

~/).rr"·'_ ,) .~ .. 
~ • ,",1 " ( t·_ 

~""'--"--'"'''''' · .. ·· .. ··· __ ··, .... ··-t 

~ n'" ";"'i'"'' 'r }::,"." "'F::') f' ,1 - .. ~ I ~,,', '",) I ...... ~~\_., \.." . . J 
.' "'l'W;r: .. __ M~",."...,,,,-··..,·-~'t't!i'\ ... !lq_,;\ .... QI.:.C/.;I'! .. ItJI!tI.l"KlOf.JI~'.;.'j 

The Duke of Beaufort's secretary has forwarded your letter here for reply. The National 
Register of Archives, maintained by this Commission, acts as a central collection point for 
information concerning manuscripts relating to British history. I regret to say, however, 
that the NRA has no note of papers of the Somerset family, otL~\' than those at 
Badminton, for the period when members of the family were living in South Africa. 

Surveys and building accounts (late 18th century) for Oatlands House, Surrey, may be 
found (ref: NeA) among the papers of the Pelham-Clinton-Hope family, Dukes of 
Newcastle, now in the Manuscripts Department, Nottingham University Library, 
Hallward Library, University Park, Nottingham N07 2RD. The papers of the Hughes 
family of Oatlands, Surrey, which are held at Surrey Record Office, Guildford Muniment 
Room, Castle Arch, Ouilclford OU 1 3SX, may contain relevant material: the staff there 
should be able to give you further information and advice. You may also wish to consult 
JW Lindus Forge, Oatlands Palace (Walton & Weybridge Local History Society, Paper I, 
Walton on Thames 1970). 

You might, in addition, find it useful to contact the Royal Commission on Historical 
Monuments, Fortress House, 23 Savile Row, London WIX 2JQ, and the British 
Architectural Library, 66 Portland Place, London QIN 4AD. 

I hope this is of some help in your research. 

Yours sincerely 

G,~~. 
OH MANDELBROTE 
Curatorial Officer 

W A Martinson Esq 
National Monuments Council 
First Floor 
Nederlandsche Bank Building 
8 Church Square 
Pretoria D002 
South Africa 



OATLAMP5, t)/t/OO? lOIS 

ROYAL GEOGRAPl-IICAL SOCIETY 
KENSINGTON GORE· LONDON SW7 2AR 

Telephone 071-589 5466 fax 071-584 4447 

PresidelltThe Rt. Han. the EARLJELLICOE, KBE, DSO, MC, FRS, PC 

Director and Secretary DR JOHN HEMMING 

14 July 1993 -fl N. G PAr::"r '--..:..,1 O~I ••.• : 1'.,11 ... -........... l William A Martinson Esq 
Architect North 
National Monuments Council 

.() ... ", .. ~ V ",. 1'1'13 '~...,..: ".',' t-, -___ ,." ~n? ."--.:. ... :;:,'. ," - . . ~ -. _,,__ c: 0:: 1 
'......... v I 

First Floor, Nederlandsche Bank Building 
8 Church Square 
PRETORIA 0002 
South Africa 

;) 
r .. ~/~v. /luJl.;.J" <Y'-" " 

~ "'· ..... t~,~ 

OATLANDS HOUSE, GRAHAMSTOWN, ALBANY DISTRICT, SOUTH 
AFRICA 

'.... ',_.. I 

... ~ '. t" ........... 

Thank you for your letter of 23 June 1993 which I have 
recently received. 

I am looking into your queries with my colleagues in the 
Royal Geographical Society and will write again as soon 
as I have received their comments. 

1 IS /~ 6e,.,f lr> /~ . 

JELIJI COE "-. ~ 
President /v\..../'- v1 ,j t-v:::"{<2<.JL.'" 
Royal Geographical Society , / 

/"---"" 

61' o{fl- ,Ie / t~ 

Corporale Palrons 

VAT Reg. No. 239 5327 46 ~ , (j) 



9/2/003/018 

~l 199::\ 

Nr G H Mandelbrote 
Curatorial Officer 

Commission on Historical 
House i Court 

Lane 
I,onclon WC2A 1 HP 
GHEAT BI.UTAT N 

Dear Mr Mandelbrote 

OATLANDS HOUSE, GItAHAMSTOWN, SOUTH AFUICA 

Mr W Martinson 

Thank you for your letter 15 1993 which I have received. Your 
mid detailed response was much appreciated. I will be contact the various 

sources you in due course, with to the possible influence of 
OaLlands (in ) on the des of Henry Somerset' OaLlands House in Grahamstown. 

Yours s 

Mr W A Martinson 
AHcm TEeT NOHTH 
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DEPARTEMENT VAN NASIONAlE OPVOEDING 

DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL EDUCATION 

ST M TSARG IEFDIENS 
STATE ARCHIVES SERVICE 

;.-----<---.-.---~~~.~---~'-----'--.. --.. --~-.-:-.-"~-'--~.~-.- . ,-.-~ .. --.-'--- - ~~ - ._ ... ---._,,_ .. --.... ~~--~. ---,_._-,_." ~----.. - .. -... --.~.- .. ~- _ .. ,_ ...... ----

Navrae 
Enquiries: 

'!Ill' 

'1' Sk idmore 

467.-4050 Faks 
Fax 

Mr W Martinson 
National. Monuments Council 
POBox 7888 
PRETORIA 

Verw. 
Ref. 

Prlvaatsak } X 
Private Bag 

PI=lETOqlA 
n. I\i r N. 

;3 -08- 0 5 

C16/4/3/l 

9025 
CAPE TOWN 
0000 

1993 -07- 27 

0001 .. """"' ...... _---,. __ ..... _.,....."'---_ . . -. 

Dear Mr Martinson 
Or", I nc.CfIV[D 

I write in reply to your enq\liry of 7 July regarding copies of 
documents pertaining to Oatlands House and Estate, Grahamstown. 

Xerox copies of the documents belonging to the archives of the 
Department of Lands (rei LND 1/801, no L1394S) will be supplied to 
you at a cost of RO-7S. 

Owing to the poor physical condition of the documents, the Colonial 
Office Archives (CO), has been withdrawn from photocopying. 
IIowever, this office supplies microfilm negatives at a cost of Rl-30 
per negative. Thus, should you require negatives of the memorials 
received (ref co 4068, no 180) t.he total cost would be RlS-60. 

With regard to the negative belonging to the I,eica Collect.ion 
(L1544) the description does not. specify ~lich of the Oat.lands 
Estates is being viewed. 

1~is office supplies photographic prints according to the following 
sizes and prices: 

152 x 203mm :::: Rit-SO 
203 x 2S4mm ::: RS-50 
240 x 30Smm -- R6-.50 
305 x 406mm :::: RlO-50 

payment must be made in advance by a cheque or postal order made out 
to the Chief, Cape Archives Depot. 1 may add that tl1e minimum 
waiting period for photographic prints is 8 weeks. 

'2./ GOG 

Meld asseblief bostaande verwysingsnommer in u anlwoord Please quote above-mentioned reference number in your reply 

DNO-6 
It) 



-2-

I trust you will find tIle information ~rovided of value and look 
forward to hearing from you in due course. 

Yours faithfully 

J\c~f1:, ~PE~<~ES DlcPO'l' 



TELEPHONE (0461) 22023 EXT 4\"~ 

TELEX 244211 ; 

TELEFAX (0461) 23487 

Please address all communications to . 
the Cory Librarian 

Mr W Martinson 

C1\lLANDS. C) /l../0031 olf? 

CORY LIBRARY FOR HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

...... """~fl' .. f1\ RHODES UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
.~.,,<",.,..-.' \ P.O. BOX 184 

_ .. ,,""~:.~~\'~' ,.. .GRM IAMSTOWN 

6140 
1.1 

r. , 

,.:::';J .S],·· \) ) 
SOUTH AFRICA 

,.\ 

, .~ .. <',..,./ .. " •. ' i'~. I 1(' c' 
\ ('\~. ,"{\! l' y .. H ..... .,., •.• J.,· .... 

\ 
..:.,'.,;'~.~ .. ",.",.; )'.-
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7 ,July 1993 

National Monuments Council 
P.O. Box 7888 
Pretoria 
0001 

Dear: Mr Martinson 

Thank you for your letter of 23 June 1993. 

I had seen PIC/M 409 before, but did not tell you about it as 
I did not think it would be of any use to you. I enclose a 
photocopy for you to see. 

The Grahamstown Street Map of 1863 by R. S. Bogger was quite 
problematical to photocopy. We have a rolled version, which 
would have been impossible to photocopy, and another version 
which consists of 12 sheets. I have photocopied these for you. 
Each sheet required 2 sheets of A3 with some overlap, so I hope 
will be able to piece it together. 

I will enclose a VAT invoice for the cost of these photocopies. 
Please make your cheque or postal order payable to Rhodes Univers­
ity and on receipt of your payment, the copies will be dispatched 
to you. 

Please let us know if we can help you further. There is no need to 
apologise. 

Yours sincerely 

~U~ 
(Miss) C. M. Blight 
.As_g.iat.Q.nt_..c.~Libr.ar_ign 

Rhodes Universilv condemns racism and racial spgregation and strives to maintain a strong tradition of non·discrimination with regard to race • ""I .. 



RHODES UNIVERSITY 
V.A.T. No. 4880105657 
P.O. Box 94 
Grahamstown 
6140 

TAX INVOICE 

To: _~&. __ ~_J~C\.~~~~~<~ _________ _ 

_D~fu~ __ Jr:~~J~~~~,;;,,_f~~ Tel: 0461 - 2 2023 
Telefax: 0461 - 2 5049 

__ e_Q __ ~A_:1~_i:s' ____________________ . __ _ 
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Sub Total 
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OATLANDS, GRAHAMSTOWN; A SHORT HISTORY OF THE ESTATE 
DENNIS RADFORD & WILLIAM MARTINSON 

Summary; 

The contribution of the Somerset family to the history of the Cape is well documented as 
are the notorious building campaigns of Lord Charles while he was Governor (1814 -
1826); these latter by Ronald Lewcock in his definitive study of early nineteenth century 
architecture in South Africa. Nevertheless, Oatlands in Grahamstown has received scant 
mention. 

As will be shown in this, the first of a two part article Oat lands Estate was in its concept 
and realization something probably unique In the early history of the eastern province. 
An English gentleman's park planned on picturesque prinCiples. Its subsequent history, 
that of a series of suburban developments on the land while not unique, does illustrate 
quite graphically the process of early growth in South African towns. This has been little 
studied in any detail. The major developments of and changes to the estate are given 
here in chronological sequence and are supported by appropriate illustrations. 

Introduction: 

This article is the first of two which will deal in some detail with Oatlands Park in 
Grahamstown. Oatlands was first laid out by then Captain Somerset in 1820 and it was 
he who built the present house much of which remains. It subsequently (1854) became 
the residence of Sir Walter Currie. 

As will be shown here though. it is not only an important building historically but also 
archit~cturally, for example, it was for a long time the largest house in the eastern 
province. The first article will give the history of the estate proper, of the various changes 
that took place and of its layout plus the estate buildings while the second will 
concentrate on'the house itself, its history. its derivation and influences. 

A great deal of this information has not been published before, some of which is based 
on an extensive study of the existing house. Surprisingly for such an important building 
it is not dealt with by Ronald Lewcock in his well known study •. 'Early Nineteenth Century 
Architecture in South Africa'.1 What the study has also dose is to bring into sharper 
focus the contribution of the Somersets to the earlier architecture of the Cape. 

R. B. Lewcock, 'Early Nilleteenth Architecture in Soulh Africa', Cape Towll, 1%3. 



A CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF THE ESTATE. 

In 1819. Captain Somerset had been appointed acting Deputy ~ landrost of the District 
of Albany and in this capacity had assisted the 1820 settlers on to their land or locations 
as they were then called.&! 

In 1820, he had been granted Erf 51 in the fledgling town of Grahamstown. This is the 
second last Erf on the left hand side of Huntley Street as you go from hill to Somerset St. 
It is now part of the grounds of Victoria Girls School. He appears to have quickly 
disposed of this, buying Erf 8 on the south-east corner of Church Square and Bathurst 
St. 3 Here he built a house and large stone walled stable. All this he later sold for L526-a 
large sum then. A map of C1824 shows an L shaped building on site set back from the 
street unlike most of the other buildings in the town. Was the front space a garden? 

Later in the same year, Somerset had a large tract of land to the north of the town 
surveyed. The copy of the surveyor's plan survives and is dated 21 August and the land 
surveyed totals 296 morgen. The deed of grant4 is dated 26th of September and is also 
for 296 morgen (625 acres). Although it is often mentioned that his father, Lord Charles, 
granted an additional 178 morgen in 1822, there is no sign that this actually took place. 

The name Oatland's Park was given to the estate and it appears that this name was 
derived from the country residence of the Duke of York, Commander-In-Chief of the 
British Army.1I The Somersets were fond of this name as Henry used it again at 
Simonstown and his father also at his estate near what is now Somerset West. 

By November the first house, built of wattle and daub, was complete and the young 
family moved in. This house was the one which collapsed in the storms of October. 1823. 
If an early map is any guide the accommodation consisted of a rectangular cottage with 
a kitchen building behind and a stables at a discreet distance. The cottage must be been 
fairly large in size if not substance as the Somersets were able to entertain several house 
guests at one time}" 'They live in very good style' was a contemporary comment. The 
Somersets left Grahamstown in March 1821 and only returned in October 1823. 

D.E. Rivell-Camac, 'Hawk'$ Eye', Capetown, 1%6. Moot of the biographical information ill derived from thilllife of Henry 
Somerset. 

D.E. Rivett-Camac, 'Hawk's Eye', Cape Town, 1%6, p. 26 &. 33. Thill information differs slightly from that provided by T.M. 
in the article quoted in 4 below. 

Growllll Mall, Augll3! 15, 1945, 'Old Grahamstown • The Story of Oallands', by T.M. 

D. Pic!on-Symour, 'Historical Buildings in South foJ'rica', Cape Town, 1989), p. 115. 

D.E. Rivett-Camac, 'Hawk's Eye', Cape Town, 1%6, p. 36. 
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To revert back to the size and shape of the original estate, some important points need 
to be made. The first of these is that Somerset chose the site quite carefully. What 
seems to have been paramount was that the land area had to be large well watered and 
self contained. By that it is meant that it had as far as possible to resemble an English 
Estate. It was not to be a simple farm although some farming took place - for example 
the Somersets had cattle, raised horses and cultivated fields. Nevertheless the house 
and its immediate surroundings were mainly ornamental. Somerset chose what is 
basically a iarge V-shaped valley close to and with a view of the infant town. Virtually all 
the points on the original survey are points on the surrounding hills or a stream bed (see 
points D to N on figure 1) the only arbitrary points seem to be the sides N & 0 and C 
& B. However when these two lines are produced they intersect at a point in or to the 
side of High Street. It is pretty certain that this must have been the point of origin of the 
survey, the position of the theodolite. It is surely not coincidental that this point is very 
close to Somerset's then house on EFt 8. To explain the two lines which truncate this 
triangle we should again refer to the layout of the town as it almost certainly existed then. 
This is also marked on figure one. It will be noted that an existing road, that to Fort 
Wilshire, ran north from the town at this point. Both these factors explain the cutting back 
of the apex of the triangle. The guiding lines are shown. Perhaps the most interesting 
modification is the small triangle of land granted to Piet Retief for his windmill. The form 
of this must be the result of a compromise between Retief and Somerset - something 
which irked the good Captain.? Retief almost certainly originally claimed a rectangular 
portion similar to that shown in figure one.1I This is very like his claim for a water mill site 
nearby.9 The spur of the hill was obviously a good natural site for a windmill. Somerset 
had also wanted the complete frontage to provide a good access; the projection of the 
line of the back leg (C-B) confirms this. So what resulted is the existing strange looking 
shape which can be seen today in situ by looking at the back walls of the south side of 
the lower part of Oatlands Road. 

A final point about the original granting of the land; it would appear that Somerset 
mislead the acting Governor, Sir Rufane Donkin about the distance that the plot was 
situated from the town centre. He stated that it was two miles away while it is actually only 
a half mile. Normally such government grants were not made from the town's grazing 
land or commo.nage so close in. HI 

In late 1823 work on a new house was started, the original wattle and daub cottage 
having been so badly damaged by heavy rains that it had to be demolished. This 
building is the nucleus of the present building although much changed later as we shall 
see elsewhere. 

D.E. Rivett Camac, 'Hawk's Eye', Cape Town 1%6, p. 33. 

Map of C1824. Reproduced in lUI. Lewcock, 'Early Nineteenth Century Arcliilecture in Soulh Africa', Cape Town, 1963, p. 

Map of C1824. Reproduced in RB. Lewcock, 'Early Nineteenth Century Architecture in South Africa', Cape Town. 1963, p. 

10 Grocolts Mai~ Auglllli 15, 1946, 'Old Grahallllltown • The Story or Oatlaml$' by T.M. 
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During the thirty years that Somerset owned the estate these appear to be the major 
developments. In July of 1850 now general Somerset had been appointed to a 
command in Bombay and had offered the estate for sale. As it was a difficult time there 
was little likelihood of an easy sale. However a group of farmers bought the estate and 
allowed the family to stay until their final departure in August 1852. 

It is not certain whether the purchase of the estate was an entirely altruistic gesture as in 
1854 plots in the lower part of the land were offered for sale, it having been divided into 
112 plotS. 11 Ninety-nine of these were sold between February and June. This area 
totalled 53 morgen. This layout is shown in Figure two and, as can be seen. consisted 
of a continuation of the grid layout of the town. Fitzroy Street marked the new boundary 
of the estate proper and was purposely made 22-5 metres (75') wide rather than that of 
the 15 metres (50') of the other streets. It still seems unusually wide. Family names such 
as Henri, Charles, Frances and Caroline (now Park) were used for the new streets. An 
interesting exception to the grid layout is Oatlands Road which appears to have been set 
out at the original entry point to the estate and run up (with a couple of slight bends) 
roughly parallel to the boundary of the estate. Original plot widths appear to have been 
22-5 metres (75') which is the same as on Westhill. 12 

There is some doubt as to whether these plots were actually sold in 1854.13 That this 
is so is confirmed by a glance at the foreground in an 1862 view of Grahamstown.14 

Here the street layout is clearly seen as are a number of houses (figure 3) approximately 
30 houses can be counted and most. about 20, are fairly small, just what is known as 
Settler cottages. This argues for a large number of owners in modest circumstances. 
There were some larger, two storied dwellings. Most of these buildings survive. 

In May of 1854, Walter Currie bought the remainder of the estate (241 morgen and 547 
roods) for L2050. He then used it both as his place of residence and as the 
headquarters for the newly formed (1855) Frontier Mounted and Armed Police.15 Initially 
the quarters for the police were very makeshift but by 1865 substantial brick buildings 
had been erected. HI Possibly these survive at No. 1 St. Aidan's Avenue. This portion, 
a strange triangular piece of ground was added to the estate in 1874 (figure 4). 

\I Orocoll3 Mail, AngUli! 15, 1946, 'Old Orahamstown • The Story of Oallands', by T.M. 

12 Map of C1824, reproduced in RB. Lewoock, 'Early Nineteenth Centnry Architecture in South Africa', Cape Town, 1%3, p. 

13 Crocotl3 Mail, AngUli! IS, 1946, 'Old Orahamstowll • The SIOry of Oallands', by T.M. 

14 Reproduction of original on Fly leaf, R &. B Reynolds, 'Grahllmslown from Cottage 10 Villa', Cape Town, 1972 

IS CrocoII3 Mai~ AugUliI 15, 1946, 'Old Grahamslown • The Story of Oallands', by T.M. 

I' E. Wilson, 'Reminiscences of a Frontier Armed and Mounted Police Officer in South Africa', Grahamstown, 1866, p. 18. 
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As elsewhere at the Cape. the visit of Prince Alfred to Grahamstown in 1860 left its share 
of mementos. On the Oallands estate, this took the form of an oak planted by the young 
prince. Known from henceforth as Prince Alfred's oak it formed the centre piece of a large 
park called Currie Park which was donated by Sir Walter to the City (see figure 4) access 
was provided by an extension of Caroline Street.17 Possibly this is when its name was 
changed to Park. The rectangular Park still survives. In 1878 a long U-shaped strip of 
land was expropriated for the newly planned railway line. This line, from Port Elizabeth 
and which still exists, worked Its way gentlel down the valley into Grahamstown mostly 
following the line of the contours. The line cuts round the top of the estate quite close to 
the house and effectively cut if off from the large upper part of the land. It was also 
brought in through the new suburb an layout between Park and Frances Streets. 

On the 6th of November, 1880. the land in the estate of Sir Walter Currie, he had died in 
1872. was brought by William Wilford Paddon for L6,250. It was now a total of 297 
morgen.16 A later (1886) survey shows the reasons for this mysterious increase. first 
there is the grant of 1874, then more land was added to the north (see figure 4). In the 
early 1880's Paddon must have laid out and sold plots in the area above Fitzroy Street 
now bounded by Florence Street Henry Street was lengthened as was the top end of 
Oatlands Street. 

In 1891 the estate was bought by William and Charles Gowie who it appears substantially 
altered the house and used the grounds as a nursery. The estate now totalled 230 
morgen and 48 roods. The Gowies continued to used the estate and it remained in the 
family'S possession until 1965. They must have laid out building plots in the area around 
Currie Park c1900 and a few on the upper side of Florence Street but no major 
developments appear to have taken place again until the remains of the estate was 
divided up and sold in 1966.111 In that year the area above the railway line was 
developed as a residential area known as Somerset Heights and a school was laid out. 
Inside of the line most of the remaining land was also divided up, mostly into playing 
fields for St. Andrews and Graeme Colleges (figure 5). A small area around the house 
was reserved and the existing stables were piaced on a separate lot with road access. 
A small residential development to the south set out around a street now called Glennie . 
close and took. place in the late 1960's. The house itself now remains on a small lot 
completely surrounded by these later developments. 

17 CrocotlS Mall, Augu.st 15, 1946, 'Old Grahamslown • The Story of Oatland.§', by T.M. 

II erocolls Mai~ August IS, 1946, 'Old Grahamstown • The Siory of Oa!land.§', by T.M 

19 Diagram in Naliolllll Monuments Council File, Grahamslown 
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The layout of thfL Estate 

As mentioned previously, the first 'cottage' appears to have been positioned well up the 
valley near the junction of the two streams. As far as can be ascertained it was set 
slightly lower down but further up the valley than the present house.2O The rains which 
continued to the demise of the cottage probably persuaded Somerset to reposition in the 
new house where it is now.21 As it is now situated (figure 6), the house faces southeeast 
looking down the valley and towards the town. The view over the estate and the distant 
prospect of the small town on its own ridge were obviously the major factors in the 
positioning of the house. Orientation was not an overriding influence although the major 
rooms in the front do let in morning light and the original verandas were on the north 
side. 

The original entrance was where Oallands Road begins now and the driveway, over a 
kilometer in length, ran more or less parallel to the stream and thus gently up the 
contours. Interestingly the drive never came up to the face of the building as was general 
but skirted it at a distance and then cut back to the main entrance on the north side. 
This informal approach is consistent with the picturesque intentions of the house itself. 
Where the driveway branched another loop went off right to the stables and a third went 
direct from house to stables thus forming a large island which was thickly planted with 
trees and suburbs. The upper reaches of the driveway were originally fenced with waist 
high wooden fences.22 After the 1854 subdivision the driveway was shortened 
considerably and it seems to have been bent slightly so as to come closer to the junction 
of fitzroy and Henri Streets. It was further truncated in the early 1880's. 

Contemporary descriptions are lavish in their praise for the dense ornamental planting on 
the estate. There were also extensive lawns which were the settings for large public 
gatherings such as the 1844 settler celebrations. Part of a contemporary account of tl)ese 
festivities is worth quoting here. It runs as follows: "From the high ground on the east of 
the park and which commanded a good view of the scene, the coup-d'oeil was of the 
most 'charming description - the sequestered nook seeming as it were to realize the 
happy valley' of Rasselas, or one of those arcadian scenes which are rather the offspring 
of a practical imagination than the sober reality of actual life.'023 Sketches show that the 
planting was mostly around the house and that it was very Informal in its style being 
obviously based on that of the English picturesque garden. The lower portion of the 
estate was well treed if the 1862 view is to be believed, although some of this appears 
to be more formal in its layout. It is possible that these are rows set out in the new 
streets however the trees appear to be too large for less than 10 years of growth. An 
early map shows cultivated fields by the river. 

:10 Map of 1824, reproduced in RB. Lewoock, 'Barty Nineteenth Cen!u!)' Architecture in SOUlh Africa', Cape Town, 1%5, p. 

31 From preaenl 1:25od Map. City Engineer's Department - Grahamslown. 

n See Sketcb S161. Africanll Ubi'll!),. Johannesburg Public Ubi'll!),. 

%J R Godlonton, 'Memoriaill of the British Seltlen', Gl'llilalillilowlI, UW4, p. 36. 
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Buildings on the Estate 

Being part farm and part family seat Oatlands possessed a number of separate buildings 
essential to its functioning. Those existing during the time of Somerset are best seen in 
one of Fanny Sutton's (his daughter) sketches (figure 7). Almost certainly drawn in the 
early 1840's it shows a scattering of buildings to the north of the house and closer to the 
stream. A large barn·like building constructed of wattle and daub and Thatched is visible 
as are a pair of small cottages probably constructed of the same material. 24 Thomas 
Baines, sketched a different one on the estate C1848. It is also illustrated here (figure 8). 
Furthest away are the stables and coach house which is the only building to survive 
although in a much altered form, it is now a small house. 

What is illustrated here (figure 9) Is a set of drawings which reconstruct its appearance 
during the 1840's. As has been mentioned elsewhere by one of the authors,25 This is 
probably one of the first ornamental coach house and stables in South Africa. It almost 
certainly dates from the time of the second house (1823) if not slightly earlier. The 
functions of the various rooms is conjectural but based on common practice. 

During Sir Walter Currie's time there existed the police barracks although these at first 
were Just small wattle and daub huts.20 Later a substantial barracks was built about five 
hundred yards from the house.27 Their possible survival is mentioned above. All the 
buildings from the era of the Gowies nurseries seem to have been situated immediately 
south of the house and were demolished in the late 1960's. 

Conclusion 

Given the growth of Grahamstown over the last 170 years it is no surprise that the original 
estate has for all practical purposes ceased to exist. This growth is coupled with the 
land's' closeness to the city centre. One can only speculate how much more of the 
original fabric might have survived if it really was the two miles from the centre as was 
claimed by Somerset. 

The process of this change, which was the almost complete suburbanization of the park 
between 1854 and 1966 is fairly typical of the smaller South African City.20 The only 
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R. B. Lewcock, 'Early Nineteenth Century Architecture In S.A', Cape Town, 1%3, p. 314. for a discllMion of Ibis material. 

D. Radford, 'The Carriage HoWIe and Sillblea in South African domeslic Architecture' in 5.A Journal of Cultural History. 1991, 
VoL 5 (4). 

E. Wilson, 'Reminiscences of 3 Frontier Armed snd Mounled POlice Officer in Soulh Africa', Orahlillll3iown, 1866, p. 18. 

E. WlL"On, 'Reminlscem:e: ot a Frontier and Mounted Police Officer in South Africa', Orahlilmstown, 1866, p. 18.. 

D. Radford, 'TIle early IInburbG of Orahlillll3iown: SIl onlline of their development', S.A Journal of Cullurai History, 1m. Vol 
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exception appears to be a larger proportion of land than usual devoted to school 
grounds but then the city is renowned as an educational centre. The other exception is 
the almost complete lack of any commercial or religious buildings on the former estate. 

While it really was an estate, that is prior to 1880, we have seen that it was vigorously 
developed as a park and a picturesque English landscape park at that. The natural 
situation, the planting and even the architecture were designed to work in harmony to 
produce an idyllic, seemingly 'natural' rustic effect. Subsequent owners did not depart 
from this. As a house and estate Oatlands was probably both precocious and unique 
in the eastern province but not in contemporary England. The house Itself. its history and 
who were its designers will be the subject of the second article. 
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CAPTIONS FOR IllUSTRATIONS 

Figure One: 

Figure Two: 

Figure Three: 

Figure Four: 

Figure Five: 

Figure Six: 

Figure Seven: 

Figure Eight: 

Figure Nine: 

Diagram of the 1820 grant including some of the surrounding town 
layout. (The authors). 

Diagram of the first subdivision C1854. (The authors). 

Part of the Schiffman (1862) Panorama (Albany Museum). 

Diagram of CiB86 showing Currie Park (1860). railway line (C1878) 
extra grants and upper subdivision (C1881). (The authors). 

Post 1900 changes around house. (The authors). 

The estate layout C1845. A reconstruction (the authors). 

Sketch of estate from the south C1845 by Fanny Sutton. (African a 
Museum. J.P.l.) 

Sketch of a cottage on the estate C1848 by Baines. (Oppenheimer 
library). 

A reconstruction of the carriage house and stables (YV. Martinson). 
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illustrations for Qatlf!nds - part one 

~/ (Dr.) Figure One: 

" ' (Dr.) Figure Two: 

Figure Three: 

~ .. ' (Dr.) Figure Four: 

r(Dr.} Figure Five: 

L (Dr.) Figure Six: 

Figure Seven: 

Figure Eight: 

(WM) Figure Nine: 

Original (1820) grant plus surrounding layout. 

Subdivision ca 1854. 

Part of 1862 Panorama. 

1886 map showing park (1860). Railway Une (1878). extra 
grants and upper portion (c1881). 

Post 1900 changes around house. 

Estate layout C1840. A reconstruction. 

Sutton sketch (from S.E. showing stables, etc.) 

Cottage on the estate - Baines. 

Stable and Carriage house. 
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c Mr. W. Martinson 

Of) October 1~)93 

Chief Archives 
State Archives Service 
Private X9025 
CAPE TOWN 
8000 

Att T. Skidmore 

Dear r 

OAl'LAND8 HOnS}'; It I':S'l'A'l'l':, GHAHAMSTOWN 

Thank you for the 
microfilm 

With reference to 
(1",r- A4)' .. ." .• ,)'J-, 1.S Ii VIew 

to your 
of U)f-J' K£tf.fLr War 

es of the documents relat to Oatlands House' the 
prints were received in order. The 

required at this 

dated 1993-07-27, the Leica Collection ive 
of Oatlands Estate in Grahamstown. You like to add 
deser ion that the view is contained in the " Narrative 
of' UJ50-5J--52" bv Godlonton and Trv (Grahamstown! 18f)2) 

as an illustration opposite page 41. 

Yours fllithful 

WNA, 
ARCHTrrJ~CT NOR,'l'H 

ANOlF003, 





.... o t\ T\A,t-lb 5 ~ /2/ 0031 0 S{3 • 

~ ROYAL G EO(}RAPI-IICAL SOCIETY 
KENSINGTON GORE . LONDON SW7 2AR 

7Nepl/OI/e 071-589 5466 f(,x 071-584 4447 

Presidcnt TIIi! Rt. 11011. tlJ<; EARL JELLICOE, KBE, DSO, MC, FRS, PC 

Director alld Secretary DR JOliN HEMMING 

Mr William A Martinson, 
National Monuments Council, 
Nederlansche Bank Building, 
8 Church Square, 
Pretoria 0002, 
South Africa. 

Dear Mr Martinson, 

8 October 1993 

In answer to your letters to our President, the Society's 
archivist has sent me the enclosed memo about the few 
papers of Rev. F Fleming that we hold. 

She also suggests two places that you might try in your 
search for information about Oat lands House, Grahamstown. 
I hope that this is some help to you. 

Yours sincerely, 

J(~ "" k~/ 
Dr John Hemming, 
Director and Secretary 

Corporate Palrons 

VAT Reg. No. 239 5327 4{, e 

PRETORIA 
R. N. G. / N. M.e. 

'1993 -10- 1 5 

ONTVANG I RECEIVED 
.-,-~.---~---

c.c. President 

Registered Charity No. 20H7'l1 
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MEMORANDUM 
OAIW\~I>'> ~/2/oo3/(j18. 

rfro;" ARCHIVIST I To DIRECTOR'S P .A. 1 
REF. SUBJECT DATE 

Martinson, t.J. Oatlands House 
23 June Grollomstown 

7/10/93 

S.AfrJca 

We have some of the Rev. F. Fleming's papers )Jere, as 
fullows: 

1.Flelfliug, Rev F. Correspondence Block 1851-60 
(8 letters, 1853 & 55). 

2. Journal Mss. South Central & East Africa, 1856 
("A short account of a Journey across the rivers of British 
Kafrarla"; Publislled Proceedings Vol. [LI). approx IIPP halo. 
foolscap, with 7 watereolours of fOf;s11s found. (Sketches 
not published). 

This is all. 
lie might try lUBA ([Royal] Institute of British Architects) 
66 Portland Place LOndon; or Cumbria County Record Office, 
which holds the Felmillg family Nss. of Rydal Hal1 - I don't 
know whther its the same family). The address is Kendal, Cumbria 
LA9 LIRQ 

Paula. ':r) 7 

II'!Jf ,Yt//j,J/ 'i /' /l" L('?I 16 > 
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Ol\lU\MD<) . ') /2/003/01 ~ 
DEPARTEMENT VAN NASIONAlE OPVOEDING 

DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL EDUCATION 

ST AA TSARGIEFDiENS 
STATE ARCHIVES SERVICE 

_"_". ..~",~ .. ~ ___ ~ ... ~_._ .. ~ --",-"-_-""_0_- .. - ._ .. ____ .. ~ .. '_'~_' __ ~ 

Navrae 
Enquiries: 

1l' 

T Skidmore 

462-4050 Faks 
Fax 

Mr W Martinson 
National Monuments Council 
POBox 7888 
PRE'l'ORIA 
0001 

Dear Mr Martinson 

Verw. 
Ref. 

Prlvaatssk } X 
Private Bag 

Cl6/4/2/1 

9025 
CAPE TOWN 
8000 

1993 -10-, 5 

I write in reply to 
additional information 
Estate, Grahamstown. 

your letter received on 11 October regarding 
pertaining to the Leica negative of Oat lands 

The relevant particulars have been added to the description of the 
negative (Ll544) and in time will be made available on the computer 
retrieval system. 

Your interest in this regard is much appreciated. 

Yours faithfully 

~)T)c ck::l.2~"f 

CHIEF: CAPE ARCHIVES DEPOT 
~ 

- ----~~" 

PAnoHIA 
R. N. G. I N. 1\1. '. r---______ ._ .......... t 

1993 -10- 2 [} / 
'"--- # 

?NT~ANG I RECEIVED -J 

Meld asseblief bostaande verwysingsnommer in u antwoord Please quole above-mentioned reference number in your reply 

DNO-6 

\ 
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LOUISIANA TECH UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 

Date: "C(.r1 111:;, 

To: 

From: 

D~(., WI~ , , 
,~ ~~ Nrl -Ze "o~6 MC-O 

1o l.J; f'!p'41 ""1.. C.,. ~'4,,' M~StS. -r H41 .,,(,J (.fAt 5,,~ 

,~" ~ t'X 't;6''-r ~AI e·A, ~ (AI> tj u.~ ~I\Vs!, . 
'T~Vj~it7' iT 1~1 W1 .,,6' (.,i.-§"t"f'lJ.L 'r. f~4""O 

}«' MC b A (<<. tj ~u f\,It') , 

1. ~'-.I t' tz·l·~:,S'tf'O + A~OJ')(I '1a My 

t~A"~l P~"'~PI\\7 1$7 At'lJlfI~ It/:-. 
I W'~'ll'~7 ~~ + $",,'4£ 'l: &",,7 - V M (~"0t"1V..s 
~'t.(.., j'1 w~ fI~ V<q '1rfl}¥;> ~,,$ 'f 

'I tt.,(vJ t. "1\,/(~4 ~~ 0 I~ tf. A (h P'j , 
1: I'w1 S7t4~ wA l'rI A ')' -'r"".. H 

\.'J,4,J....J _, .,' • If' • 
W '''f .~ ~0'1'toJ) 1.,~~1 W{,~i.. 6(..' r,,4\1lt,; g 

,'1 c."t«.c,,~ M LI-,"i.! ~ ft".4(.(. ~ &$ka~ 
(.:',; .. ~,.; ~ j :J,f\'MN '\ btt N '7>S , 

~,.Af~ 'Ie!! ~ I,,' J(L I 

{7~,~~ 
I PRETORIA 

R. N. G. I N. M.e. 

1933 -10~ 2 7 
1) "(~,,,.'--J 

('NTVANG I RECEiVEI) 
, _ . ....lW __ •. ___ .. __ 



exhib­
"fdial 
d. The 
'1'1('led 

"" or 
I)('ill!\ 

L'" '11 

1\ 11' 

"alld­
, ~('al~ 

'·I\(I(·d 
.,. The 
".,j 1)1' 

lelic;; 
.,j alld 

"I' til(' 
j( i\('d, 
"r,he 
"Ialld 
,,,ladl' 
'" 1.\(', 
;(Jlhic 
IOllly 
, \/".,. 
I 1)1'0-

1,11I1i 

111111, 

I()cal 
1(' Ihe 

dlllld­
IiiI' a, 
II' and 

,UIYt\'M 

16 THE CALVERLEY ESTATE 

In 1828 J~.,l)J,\~." .... ~.~d ... o,l.· ... H.~.)lwood commis- J 
sloned ~!,i~.fmib\$liBul.1t~tf to IHovlde a 
layout and dcsig'lls for a (lew estate to be 
devdoped Oil lalld he owned near the I 
Old Spa or TUllbridge Wells. 

Origillally the plan was to illvolve 
James Bunoll ill Ihe projeCl, but at Ihis 
tillle he was heavily COllllllilled widl his 
own plan> fiJI' the developmellt or the 
new tOWIl of SI Leollards. 

The lalld at TUllbridge Wells was pan 
of a parcd of limllillg lalld 900 anes ill 
ali, of which 56 was to he devd"l'ed, 
plII'chased by Ward ill I S:l5. 

The alea to be developed adjoilled the 
site of Iioly Trillity which had beell bllilt 
by Ikl'illilis 111111011 the plevious yea I, 

alld which provided a t'Kal !,oilll tlll' the 
dcsi!\11. The area also illclllded several 
eXiSlill!\ lar!\l' houses, the prillcipall)('ill!\ 
Calverley Iiolise. Ihe fre'l"elll lesidellce 
or the Duchess or Kelll alld her Y()lIl1g 
dallghtl'l' Prillcess Vinolia, which lal(T 
was e,,'ellded by BlinOIl 10 t()I'1ll the 
Calverley lIotel. 

BllnOIl's plall was tor a cOillpicle IOWII. 

ill(llIdill!\ as w(·11 as I,ll,!\,' t('!T,H'(' ,111(1 
s('llli-<ietached hm",,,, sillalier cO!la!\,'s 
,lll!1 shops with livillg ,H'!'OlllIll!HI,uioIlIO 
hOllse Ihe sCl'vice p"p"latioll llecessalY 
f(lI' th" lire of (ht' (Ollllllllility, as \\"" ,"I 
ilill alld IlIarkcl hall. Thl' prillcipal I(.at· 
"res of Ill!' ('''ale Wl'n', hOWl',·(·r. Ihe 
CreSCl'lIt alld II".' I',tlk with its serie, of 
de(", bed villas. 

The ,d,etlIC was built b)' Ihe Pilllliro 
builders. Joseph Bra"lah alld 5011. who 

, 
I ' L'/:':f;Y> ~ ) > 
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.... " .• ,~\;~ v") 
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Sl'l lip site ),ards a"d quarries f(n Ihe local 
SWill' that provided the prillcipal buildillg 
IIlaterial. 

The d(,V"'OPUll'lIt ()f the Park prob­
ably ('xlclI,kd illto Ihe 1 ~·lOs. BlirlOil 
hilllS('''' probably hal'ill).; lillie illvol\'!:­
""'Ill ill Ihl' d('sigll or the laler stages. 

Milch of Bunoll's origillal >!.hellle has 
bel'll dl'llIolished. Calve dey Terrace and 
Parade have flivell \\,,1)' to the presellt 

'\ 
.) , 

TOWIl Iiall, alld dw llIarket building and 
illil have beell rcplacnl by ,hop alld 
office dcvciopllH."III. 

21 



22 BEULAH SPA 
"'hile lil(: hcnla\'S "hhe ,pa \,'cre pa>l for 
lhe fashionable 18Ih-celllul)' celllrCS such 
as Tunbridge Wells by 1821}, all allenlpl 
was lIIade to establish it spa ncar London 
in OHler \0 provide LOlldoller, with a day 
excursion 10 rural surroundings. 

The sile chosen was in Soulh l.ondon 
Ileal' a slIIall established spa Oil Sll'c;llhaul 
COIIIIlIOIl occupyillg allranive wooded 
coulllryside, Oil a hill 390 li'cl above sea 
level ailjoinillg Ihe village of NOIw()od. 
I I ere a small salillt' sprillg was discoveJ'(·d, 
Ihe wallTS of whidl w('n' 1'l'OllOlllIn:d by 
Dr I !lIllie Ceorge Wealherhead ill a 
pamphlel I'llhlishcd ill 1832 ,IS of a 
silllilar Iype hUI superior to lhe Clicilt'lI­
hall' Wi.Hers. 

Tht' Spa was Ihe ideaol,Johll Davidson 
Snlilh; IkcilllllS Burtoll beillg' appoinled 
archilen provided a design inlhe pinur­
""'1"(' gardell IlIalllln silllilar III Ih,ll of 
lhe Zoological Gard(,lIs. 

The Spa was described ill 'Ihe Mirror of 
11 Al'riI183:l: 'The visilor Ii 1'.'1 approach­
es die lodge said to be ill Ihe beSllasle of 
~1';~1~Mrl?;~Sli<:i\~ wilh Ihe rharOinnislic 
varictic.1 of gable, dripslOne, pOl'lim, hay 
window and clllbellished chilllney.' The 
lodge slill survives bUI ill a lIIuch ahen·d 
Slale; lhe origillal dr:sigll reselllbled dose­
Iy Ihal of Burton's Farllbol'OlIgh Lodge 
on lhe Calverley ESlale. 

Fromlhe lodge Ihc visilOrdcscended a 
winding palh to reach a sillal! glade 
containing OllC of Bunon's IllOSl curious 
desiglls: a drcubr Ihalched buildillg re­
semilling all Illdiall WigW,1I11 hou,illg a 

sprillg, from whence lhe walers were dis­
pensed frolll a nysialpllilip with a silver 
lap. 

Olher ""raLliollS inlhe garden includ­
ed an octagonal reading-roolll, a band­
SI<ll «I, alld all ill'chcry groul\d as well as 
lawns, pasluH:s alld woodland walk COlll­

plclc with rllstic bridge and sleps. The 
Spa opcned {O Ihe public ill Augllsl 1831 
alld illwdialcly bee,ulIl' popular, a spec~. 
ial ('Oar-h I'lIlIlIillg frolll Chalillg Cross. 
By Ihc carly 18Hb, however, Ihe Spa 

began III dedinc and finally closed in 
1855, being ullable LO COIllPClC wilh lhe 
Crystal Palace, Paxton's building being 
erected on lIearby Sydenhalll Hill. A 
park and lodge and gale piers remain 
loday, the oilly shadow of the Spa in lhe 
woods. 

27 
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38 Tf-IE ARCI-IITECT'S OWN I-IOUSE 
The greatest test of all archilect's Irue 
slyle is perhaps Ihe house he builds for 
himself. Decilllus BurtOIl was broughl 
up ill Ihe house Mablcdoll, which his 
lalher buih al Q}1<lrry IlillllcarTollbridge. 
This was illlhc caslellaled GOI hie sl)'1c by 
J F Parkinson ill I M()'! , lIsing local salHblOlle 
and illcorporalillg pans orlhe dClllolished 
lIearby Pemhurst Place. Jallles UurtOIl 
hiler sold Mahledoll to Ihe ballker, Johll 
DeacolI, who employed Decillllts to COli­
si<1erably eXlelld the an:ollllllodalioll ill 
18:29. The house was further ext elided 
later ill the celltury: Ikcitllus's additious 
being ill the slyle of the original hm"I:, il 
is dilTIrult to idelllify the various slages of 
buildillg. 

III addilion to his coulIlry housc,Jallles 
thlrtOIl occupied variolls LOlldoll 1'1'01'­
enies associated with his devdopllleills 
IIlII'ing Ihe 181 Os before he 1I\O\'ed to The 
I\olllle in 1818. 

The lirst addrcss given by Decillills 
Burton on his Royal Academy submis­
sions arc Ihose of his father Crescellt 
I'lace, TavislOck Square ill 1817, alld 
Maryll'bolle (Regellts) Park (pn'sulliably 
The Ilolllle) ill 1818-2:2. Wht'll he COlli·· 
menccd practlLe ill 1~23, he sel up his 
office in Carltoll Chambers, a block ill 
Lower Regelll Street built by his litther as 
par! of Nash's ovnall design. 

In 18:27 he acquired Ihe ka,e of a plot 
of land in Sprillg eMdells (Nulllbers 10 
to 11) adjoinillg tile lIewly limllcd Tra­
Lllgar Squan\ \vliich he dcveloped to 
provide all ollice alld IOwn hOllse I(H 

hilllseiL Three separate units were COIII­
billed behind a five bay facade, the four 
slOrey elevation beillg rllsticated with 
arched openillgs, Ihe lIpper store),s Wilh 
surroullds 10 the windows showing the 
in(Teasing Italianate illiluenct'. Tht' prin­
cipal room of Burton's house was. how­
ever, in the Greciall styic with decorative 
frieze and fittings. The bllildings sub­
seqllelltly became oHiLes of the l.CC and 
have now been detllOlishcd. 

Ikcllnus Burton lived a bachelor life 
alld thercl'lI'e had 110 need to build 
hinlSd!' a large cOlllltry house as his 
hilher had dOlle. However, he is recorded 
as kasing propenies associaled with his 
major developmcilts at Tunbridge Wells, 
where he built tI.l4~~~1;~9,~;,Ig!i!f pre­
slIIlIably I'l!' his OWII occlIpation, alld 
Fleetwood which he occupied dllring. 
alld liJl' sOllle tillle after, building ()p(~r­
atiolls. Al St Leonards, wltich had I)ecome 
Ihe hOllle of several of his relations, he 
built hilllsdf a bachelor (()(lage - The ~ 
Cottage, Maze Hill - ill the wllage ortlee 
slyle he favoured for lIa,toll Cottage, 
slirdy proof of his serioll" inlerest ill the 
genre:. line he Spcllt Illutt. of his laIc I' 
years of praLlice alld sliuseqllclH retire­
IlIen!. lie did lIot, however, as has been 
slIggcstcd, retire to St Lcollards: his 
slll>sequelll years were spelll ill his LOll­
dOli hOllse at I Gloucestcr II Ollses, II yde 
Park. 

Bill/Oil Cottage C I~Z.'. 
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NATIONAL MONUMENTS COUNCIL 

ARCH! TECT NORTH 

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 

TO: Regional Manager Eastern Cape 

FROM: Architect North 

REF: 9/2/003/018 DATE: 1993-11-18 

RE: PAINTWORK ON EXTERNAL DOORS AT OAT LANDS HOUSE, GRAHAMSTOWN 

1. Our recent telephone conversation refers. 

2. Please find attached a few copies of a specification provided to the National 
Monuments Council by the CSIR titled "RECOMMENDED TREATMENT OF DETERIORATED 
PAINTWORK", 

3. In the case of Oatlands House where the front doors have been stripped, but 
have nevertheless been protected by the verandah, it will almost certainly NOT 
be necessary to use PCP or CCA to treat the wood. Once the timber has been 
sanded down and all the varnish (i f any) removed, it can be coated with the 
boiled linseed oil & mineral turps mixture and then painted as described. 

4. I hope this information is of some use to you. 

William A. Martinson 

WAM/bs 
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DectrNUU ~L __ )11 c:trflt'{Q/J ____________ _ RCHM 
ENGLAND 

Thctnk you for asking for Information from the Nat80nal Monuments Record. 
We are (urrently looking Into your request and will respondbjr tiT [-fer 

:{QN(Jl{kfrl~_C ( MV1 CWl (faIV~ t-wttt' f 21 f{OI/&31~ 
If you would like any fUriherlnformatlon, pleitSe teItPl!.~~. G.PR~'N. M. c. 
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ON fV' "'0 I rlfCfI 
.-.-~~--.. --~ .. -.. -.. -~-~----------------"--."-----

Signed -kf ibefk-C(a(~----- Date_Jq-:J __ (~_~"J __________ _ 
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W A Martinson Esq 
National Monuments Council 
First floor 
Nederlandsche Bank Building 
8 Church Square 
Pretoria 0002 
South Africa 

Your reference 

Dear Mr Martinson 

DI\TU\NJ) ~ ~O\JJG ') JZ,Jf:D3)0I5 

Our reference Date 

3 December 1993 

Thank you for your enquiry about Oatlands House. 

Oatlands Park in Walton and Weybridge, Surrey, was designed by Henry Holland, built 
in 1794 for the Duke of York, and it is now converted to a hotel. I have looked through 
our collections and I am afraid that I have not been able to find very much, but J have 
photocopied various things that I hope will interest you. 

We have only one photograph of the house, but we have a larger coverage (exterior and 
interior photographs) of the grotto, which was demolished in 1948-9. If you would like 
photocopies of these please let me know. We have only the one set of measured 
drawings and that is of the grotto and I have copied it for you. The fun postal address 
of the hotel is on the photocopy of the aerial view of the house and it would be worth 
contacting them to see if they have any old plans, or whether they know where the plans 
were deposited. You could also contact the local record offices and libraries, the 
addresses of which I have copied for you. 

I hope that this information will he1p you and I am sorry that we do not have any proper 
reports or plans on the house. If I can be of further assistance, please let me know. 

Yours sincerely 

per t«€ . ~.N.G.~ lUr_ .. 

Lizbeth Gale 1993 "'12" 2 1 
National Buildings Record 

ONT\/I\I\I(11 Rf(.fIVf::i) 

"----" 
Commission on the Historical Monuments of 

fortress House, 23 Savile Row, London W1 X 210 Tel: 071-973 3500 Ext: 071-973 • 

fax: 071-494 3998 
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BOROUGH OF ELMBRIDGE NORTH AV ENU E 
(east side) 
Whiteley Village 

Lamp post,50 yards 
south of North Lodge 

11 

Lamp post. Circa 1912. Cast iron. Square four legged base with diagonally framed 
basket top carrying four legged tapering standard. Lantern with decorative finial 
carried on doubled scroll-work, S-curve arm. 

TQ 06SE BOROUGH OF ELNBRIDGE OATLANDS AVENUE 

Weybddge 

4/265 Church of St. Mary 

II 

Church. 1862 by Messrs Francis. Rubblestone, coursed on the tower with plain tiled 
rppfs. Nave and aisle, apsed chancel to the east with chapel to south, and tower 
to north west attached to west end of church by a short corridor, vestry addition to 
south east. 3 gables to west end, buttressed nave with 2-light deep tracery windows. 
Square 3 stage tower with turret to north east corner open to ground floor with 
pointed arch over opening and depressed crocketed ogee relieving arch above. 2 stone 
dressed, 2-light bell openings in agee surrounds to each face of top stage, battlements 
with angle gargoyles above. 
Interior: 5 bay nave arcade on compound piers of quatrefoil section, timber scissor 
braced roof. Mosaic apse with tiled chancel floor, marble dado panelling below. 
Fittings: early C20 pews and screen. Stone arched, arcaded pulpit , octagonal font. 

TQ 06NE BOROUGH OF EWBRIDGE OATLANDS DRIVE 

Weybddge 

Oatlands Park Hotel 1/266 
24.10.74. 
GV tf~ II 

House, now hotel. Original house of 1794 by Henry Holland for Duke of York, reConstr­
ucted in 1827 for Edward "Golden Ball" Hughes and remodelled, with west wing added in 
1856 by T.B. Whyatt, when converted ,into hotel. Italianate style. Yellow stock brick 
rendered dressings with hipped slate roofs, bracketed eaves and panelled brick stacks. 
3 storeys, 4 balustraded angle tower on south west corner. 2bow windows rising through 
2 storeys on south front of tower. Hip roofed belvedere loggia to top with triple 
arch arcade on north and south sides, 4 arches on east and west. 
Nain front: 9 bay sash windowed range to left with rendered string course over first 
floor, geometric pattern freize over ground floor and rendered window surrounds to 
ground floor, keystones breaking into the freize. Similar 4 bay block to right .of 
centre with further 4 bay block breaking forward to right. Ballroom extension: 2 
storeys and attie in Mansard roof projecting forward at the east end(right). Recessed 
3 bay entrance block to centre of main front under lead square ogee domed roof, behind 
tdple arched Ibggia with pairetl Roman Ionic columns on pedestals, bracketed entablature. 
Triple glazed doors _behind under traceriedfanlights. 
West front: (Left hand return front) 2 square bays to ground floor, "Venetian" style 
surround tb double half-glazed doors wit~ Doric pilasters. C20 additions to left. 
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Worksfor the Duke oJYork 

1792, whereby the occupants agreed to convey their respective residences to each other 
within six months. Early in 1793 the Melbournes were installed in Whitehall, where they 
remained until the first Viscount's death in 1828, after which the property was sold to 
Lord Dover, whose name became attached to the house. 

Meanwhile, the Duke of York had moved into the Piccadilly House, which had been 
built by Chambers in 1770. Holland does not appear to have done much to it at this point, 
beyond tidying it up for the Duke and Duchess, who resided here when in London 
during the next eight years. By the end of this time not only was the house mortgaged 
to Thomas Coutts, the banker, but the Duke had incurred heavy debts ill other direc­
tions. It was probably for this reason that he decided to dispose of the property, and ru­
mours that it was to be used for a development scheme became current. Holland's interest 
in such matters suggests that he was behind this, and a hint ofits nature is given in Malton's 
Picturesque TOllr of Lom[on, where a caption to a view of Uxbridge House states that 'it is 
in contemplation to open a communication into Piccadilly. by pulling down York 
House and building a street of handsome houses 011 the site of the gardens, in a direct 
line with Saville-row.' This idea, however, came to nothing, and it was a very different 
type of development which materialised two years later, as outlined in Chapter XIV. 

Holland's work for the Duke of York included the rebuilding of Oatlands, ncar 
Weybridge, after it had been damaged by fire on June 7th, 1794, during the Duke's ab­
sence in Flanders. He had already been consulted about fmishing the temple in the grounds, 
according to Faringtol1,l who had been there on a sketching expedition in the preceding 
October. Farington also commented on the fire, and the composure of the Duchess, 
who was residing there at the time, and 'seemed more anxious abt. her animals than abt. 
the House.' The rebuilding apparently took shape in a piecemeal way, with some rooms 
continuing to be available for occupation by the Duke and Duchess. The Rev Owen 
Manning, whose authoritative History (Iud Autiqtlities oj ti,e Cot/llty oj Surrey was published 
posthumously in 1809, confirms that for the new work 'Mr Ifolland was the Architect'. 
The Duke wished it to be in the Gothic style, which had been used for the earlier honse. 
Holland, whose experience of designing in Gothic was limited, seems to have consulted 
the antiquarian draughtsman, John Carter, who had been known to his family for many 
years, and who had made drawings for them on occasion in the past. Delineations of the 
new house are few, but three watercolours of the garden front painted by C. Brauns in 
1810 are at Windsor, and show this fa~ade as an irregular composition with a central block 
of three bays and two storeys, with buttressed extremities, and an oriel window over a 
buttressed entrance. East of this are an assortment of gabled and turretted buildings, and 011 

the west, a small tower and a single storey wing. All have castcllations, and most of the 
windows have drip-stones. The material is stone, or ashlar over brick. 

1 Diary, Vol. I. 

9S 

H~"@; {fo{(g"O f.h:r /:i(& ~hO ..1 rcb;Efoc.~'I'O 
90 r () ~ '1 ::; f ro?td 

CO~I1~ L-t'F: ?HJ .. /oy.fJoh I (q 66 



HCllry Holland 

While Carter could rightly claim to have assisted in the work, he took to himself 
the whole credit for the new house in the dedication to the Duke of York which pre­
faces his AI/dcllt Architecture of England, Part I. This went to press, very conveniently for 
him, ten days after Holland's death in Jt1I1e, 1806, so that any such claim was likely to 
pass unrefuted, but H. B. Hodson, ill his contributions to the Builder in 1855. states that the 
latter 'did a great deal of work for the Duke of York at Oatlands ... of which I had many 
and still retain some drawings'. 
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70. The garden front of O.ltlamls as rebuilt by Holland. From a watercolour of 1810 by C. Brauns at Windsor Castle. 

7I. Holland's proposal for the enlargemcnt of Kcmpshot HOllse, 1795. An elevation at Windsor Castle. 
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~lI2/003/0H 

Mr. W. Martinson 

06 January 1 m 

Lizbeth Gale 
National Bui Record 

Commission on the Historical Monuments of 
Fortress house 
2:3 Say ll1e How 
London W] X 2,JQ 
GREAT BRITAIN 

Dear Miss Gale 

OATLANDS HOUSE, Gl~AHAMSTOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 

Thank you for your letter of 3 December 199~{, which was rec(~ivecL Your 
and detailed response was most interest and much appreciated, I will be 

the Oatlands Park Hotel as a start point for of the 
house c 1800. If I am successful I will forward for your own 
records, 

The 
to 

must have beEcH! an nary hui "~ I have not found any evidence 
that the Oat.lEmds Estate in Grahamstown had any such follies, 

Yours sincere 

William A. Martinson 
Architect North 



9/2/003/018 

Mr. 11. Martillson 

f) ,January 1994 

The 
Oatlands Park Hotel 
146 Oat lands Drive 

GREAT 

Dear Sir 

OATLAND8 HOUSE &; ESTATE, GRAHAM8TOWN SOUTH A}11HCA 

L I was provided with your address by the National Bui 
ssion on the Historical Monuments of England. 

Record of the 

2. I am an architect employed National Monuments Council South Africa 

~L 

and am the and of OaLlands House! 
built in Grahamstown in 1824 , H. Somerset. The des was 

his father , Lord Charles Somerset (second son of the 5th Duke of 
Beaufort) ~vho was then the Governor, stationed in Town. 

When Oatlands was offered for sale auet in 1852 it was as a 
mansion. far the most eommodious in 

It was the first cot 
verandah-house in Notwi its 

in 

of any House in 
and the first 

archi tectural i"],nd 
in LewGock's 

4, The House and the Estate have ufl(li:~rgone a number of over the last 170 
years, It my intention to and establish the inal of 
Estate as well as the plans! elevational trE~atment and a-D of the 
house and stables, as built (and y added to) by Capt, Somerset. 

A note on our file states that Estate was name Oatlands 
Somerset. 
chief of 

after Oath.mds a 
the British MiH 

residence of the Duke of York, commander in 
Forces and brother of the Prince 

,,,as added to the Court Estate 
Residences", I would therefore be most 

VIII in 1537 as one of 
if you could 
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