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Dear Ms. M Seetelo 

 

INTENDED RELOCATION OF THE REMAINS OF 3 GRAVES FROM THE FARM MAREESBURG 8 

JT, LIMPOPO PROVINCE. 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

PGS Heritage has been appointed by Anglo American Platinum to affect the relocation of all graves 

located on Portion 7 of the farm Mareesburg 8 JT, Limpopo (Addendum A). The three possible graves 

will be adversely impacted upon by planned mining of Der Brochen Project Platinum Mine. The farm 

is owned by Anglo American Platinum (Addendum B). The Burgersfort police station has been 

informed of the process and will assist once all the relevant permits have been received and the grave 

relocations have been scheduled (Addendum C). Martins Funerals (Emalahleni) will be responsible 

for the handling and reburial of the exhumed human remains (Addendum D). 

 

DESCRIPTION OF CEMETERY 

 

The details of this cemetery and graves are as follows: 

 

• Cemetery NN1 

Latitude: -25.018111 

Longitude: 30.148306 

This cemetery contains 1 grave located on the farm Mareesburg 8 JT, near Steelpoort, 

Limpopo Province (Addendum A). This grave is older than 60 years. The details of the person 

buried here can be found in the attached grave register (Addendum E). A permit for the 

relocation of this grave has already been obtained: 

• NN1A: The first grave that is included in this permit application is that of a 

stillborn baby, of which the date of death is unknown buried with the 

remains in the grave mentioned above. 

• NN1B: The second grave, a stone packed feature approximately 15m from 

NN1, was identified during a later site visit for the identification of various 

stone features. Through subsequent engagements with the families, the 
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family representative Ms Mosehla identified the grave as that of her father 

and signed the necessary consent forms. 

• NN1C: Lastly a member of the families that used to reside on the farm 

pointed out a site of stone heaps, approximately 15m in the other direction 

of NN1. This feature could not be identified by any of the families that use 

to reside on the farm. The archaeologists that conducted the site visit 

believe the stone heaps are the remains of collapsed stonewalling from a 

kraal or homestead. This site will have to be test excavated to exclude the 

feature as being that of a grave. 

The graves will be relocated to another cemetery (AA104) on the farm Mareesburg 8 JT, as requested 

by the Mosehla family. 

 

PERMITS AND PERMISSIONS 

 

We are also in the process of applying for permits and permissions from the following institutions: 

 

• Limpopo Cooperative Governance, Human Settlement and Traditional Affairs (CoGHSTA). 

• The Greater Tubatse Local Municipality. 

• The Sekhukhune District Health Municipality. 

• The South African Police Services were informed of the proposed relocation. They will be 

informed of the date of relocation at least 7 days in advance. 

 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

 

We have conducted a stakeholder engagement process to identify the buried individuals and to 

obtain requests for exhumation and re-interment from the affected families. This process 

commenced on Monday, 22 June 2015 with the erection of bilingual (English and Sepedi) site notices 

of all the affected cemeteries (Appendix F). Bilingual (isiZulu and English) newspaper notices were 

published in the Daily Sun and the Platinum Gazette on the 10 June 2015 (Appendix G). Due to the 

proximity of these possible three graves to NN1 for which we already obtained permits, new site and 

newspaper notices were not published. 

 

The physical stakeholder engagement process commenced towards the end of 2014 Monday and the 

methodology followed in terms of this consultative process comprised the following: 

 

• Identification of persons who may have resided in the study area by speaking to elderly 

people who have lived within the surroundings of the study area all their lives. 

• During conversations with these individuals leads may have been forthcoming of families or 

individuals who used to reside within the study area. 

• The Anglo American social consultant followed up each of the leads, to ascertain whether 

these individuals could have graves buried within the study area. In some cases, preliminary 

meetings could immediately take place, while in others a preliminary meeting date was 

scheduled. 
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• Once families with graves within the study area had been identified, a preliminary meeting 

took place to introduce the proposed relocation project to the families. 

• On the identification date, the respective family representatives were physically taken to the 

cemeteries where their graves were buried. The representatives then identified their graves 

and the respective (unique) grave numbers were recorded by the social consultant. At this 

point those families willing to sign the request forms were then given the opportunity to do 

so 

• Once the family representatives with whom the preliminary meeting had been held had 

discussed the proposed relocation with the remainder of their families, a date was scheduled 

on which the physical identification of the graves could be undertaken and if the family so 

wishes the proposed request forms could be signed (Appendix E). 

Because of the stakeholder engagement process the following results were achieved: 

Of the 3 possible graves located in this cemetery, two graves have been positively identified by the 

affected families and a written request has been provided for their relocation. The other feature will 

have to be test excavated for the presence of a grave. 

 
To clarify matters we have allocated the affected graves to the following categories: 

 

Graves older than 100 years (Section 35 of Act 25 of 1999): None 

Graves older than 60 years (Section 36 of Act 25 of 1999): None 

Graves of victims of conflict (Section 36 of Act 25 of 1999): None 

Graves of individuals of royal decent (Section 36 of Act 25 of 1999): None 

Graves younger than 60 years that are located outside a registered cemetery 

(Ordinance 7 of 1925, Section 36 of Act 25 of 1999, Ordinance 12 of 1980): 
None 

Graves identified by the next of kin but of which the date of death is presently 

unknown 
2 

Presently unknown graves/possible graves (Section 36 of Act 25 of 1999): 1 

Total 3 

 
REBURIAL OF REMAINS 

 
As mentioned above, according to the wishes of the families, the identified graves must be buried at 
the following cemetery: 
 

Name of Cemetery Responsible Municipality 

Number of Graves to 

be relocated here 

AA104 Cemetery 

(farm Mareesburg 8 JT) Greater Tubatse Local Municipality 3 
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REQUEST 

 

Considering the information, we hereby respectfully apply for permission to: 
1. Exhume the remains in the 2 affected graves and conduct test excavations at the other 

feature;  

2. Rebury the remains in the cemeteries as set out above. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need any additional information (my cell phone number 
is 083 570 1722). 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

  
______________________ 
Stephany van der Walt 

Project Administrator   

Tel: 012 332 5305 

Cell: 083 570 1722 
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ADDENDUM A – Locality Maps 
 

 
Figure 1: Location of the cemetery NN1, the two new features is approximately in a 15m radius from 

this site. 

 

 
Figure 2: Location of cemetery NN1 within the landscape 

  

NN1 
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ADDENDUM B – Land Owner Consent Letter 
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ADDENDUM C – SAPS Notification Letter 
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ADDENDUM D – Undertaker Appointment Letter 

 
 
  



ADDENDUM E – Grave Register 
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Grave 
Number 

Name of 
Deceased 

Date of 
birth 

Date of 
death 

Age 
at 
death 

Se
x 

Cause of 
Death 

NOK NOK ID 
Number 

NOKs 
relationship 
to the 
deceased 

Contact of 
NOK 

Address of 
NOK 

New 
Cemetery 

NN1_ 
01 

Maria 
Moganeng 
Mosehla 

1873/04/14 1902-07-20 29 F Natural Ennica 
Mosehla 

661231 
0059 080 

Great great 
grand-
daughter 

076 345 7723 149 Tsakane 
Str, Ga-
Mamdorp 

AA104 - 
Mareersburg 
Farm 

NN1A Unknown Unknown Unknown Stillbo
rn 

 Unknown Ennica 
Mosehla 

661231 
0059 080 

Grand 
daughter 

076 345 7723 149 Tsakane 
Str, Ga-
Mamdorp 

AA104 – 
Mareesburg 
Farm 

NN1B Mamalatsi 
Mosehla 

Unknown Unknown Unkn
own 

M Natural Ennica 
Mosehla 

661231 
0059 080 

Grand 
daughter 

076 345 7723 149 Tsakane 
Str, Ga-
Mamdorp 

AA104 – 
Mareersburg 
Farm 

NN1C Feature of stone heaps to be test excavated. 
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ADDENDUM F – Next of Kin, Request to relocate forms 
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ADDENDUM G – Site Notices (No new site and newspaper notices were published as they are in 
very close proximity to NN1 that a permit has already been issued for) 
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ADDENDUM H – Newspaper Notices 

 

Daily Sun – Newspaper Notices 2015/06/10 
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Platinum Gazette – 2015.06.10 

 

 
 


