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DISCLAIMER: 

This is a legally binding document and many of the actions and recommendations remain the responsibility of the client (as the owner/lessee of the 

property).   

Eco Elementum (Pty) Ltd and the authors of this report are protected from any legal action, possible loss, damage or liability resulting from the content of 

this report.  This document is considered confidential and remains so unless requested by a court of law.  Please consider the environment and only print 

this document if necessary. 

The findings, results, observations, conclusions and recommendations given in this report are based on the author’s best scientific and professional 

knowledge, as well as available information.  Information utilised and contained in this report is based on data/information supplied to Eco Elementum 

(Pty) Ltd by the client and other external sources (including previous site investigation data and external specialist studies).  

Eco Elementum (Pty) Ltd exercises due care and diligence in rendering services and preparing documents, however it has been assumed that the 

information provided to Eco Elementum (Pty) Ltd is correct and as such the accuracy of the conclusions made are reliant on the accuracy and completeness 

of the data supplied.  

No responsibility is accepted by Eco Elementum (Pty) Ltd for incomplete or inaccurate data supplied by the client and/or other external sources.  Opinions 

expressed in this report apply to the site conditions and features that existed at the time of the start of the investigations and the production of this 

document.  For this reason, Eco Elementum (Pty) Ltd accepts no liability, and the client by receiving and therefore accepting this document, indemnifies 

Eco Elementum (Pty) Ltd and its directors against all actions, claims, demands, losses, liabilities, costs, damages and expenses arising from or in 

connection with the services rendered, directly or indirectly.  

  



REPORT REF: 19-876-AUTH (Trentra Vlaklaagte PPP) 

Updated- 14/5/2021 

3 | P a g e  

Eco Elementum (Pty) Ltd  |  Office number: 012 807 0383  |  Website: www.ecolementum.co.za  |  Email: info@ecoelementum.co.za 

CONTENTS 

REPORT REF: 19-976-AUTH PROOF OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

REPORT………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………… (TRENTRA VLAKLAAGTE MINING PERMIT APPLICATION) ........................................................................ 1 

1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND .......................................................................................................................... 4 

2. LANDOWNER AND PROPERTY DETAIL ....................................................................................................................... 5 

3. SITE NOTICES ................................................................................................................................................................. 6 

4. ADVERT ........................................................................................................................................................................... 8 

5. BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT................................................................................................................ 9 

6. PROOF OF NOTIFICATION ........................................................................................................................................... 12 

6.1 EMAIL ................................................................................................................................................................................12 

6.2 SMS .................................................................................................................................................................................13 

7. ISSUES AND RESPONSES ........................................................................................................................................... 14 

8. SUBMISSION OF DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT ........................................................................................ 17 

 

List of Figures -  

Figure 1: Trentra Vlaklaagte Locality ...................................................................................................................................................... 4 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/rpana/Dropbox%20(Eco%20Elementum)/Environmental/1.%20Active%20Projects/19-976-AUTH%20(Trentra%2011815%20MP)/6.%20PPP%20for%20the%20MP/PP%20Report/PPP%20Report-BAR.docx%23_Toc71559190
file:///C:/Users/rpana/Dropbox%20(Eco%20Elementum)/Environmental/1.%20Active%20Projects/19-976-AUTH%20(Trentra%2011815%20MP)/6.%20PPP%20for%20the%20MP/PP%20Report/PPP%20Report-BAR.docx%23_Toc71559190
file:///C:/Users/rpana/Dropbox%20(Eco%20Elementum)/Environmental/1.%20Active%20Projects/19-976-AUTH%20(Trentra%2011815%20MP)/6.%20PPP%20for%20the%20MP/PP%20Report/PPP%20Report-BAR.docx%23_Toc71559190


REPORT REF: 19-876-AUTH (Trentra Vlaklaagte PPP) 

Updated- 14/5/2021 

4 | P a g e  

Eco Elementum (Pty) Ltd  |  Office number: 012 807 0383  |  Website: www.ecolementum.co.za  |  Email: info@ecoelementum.co.za 

1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

Trentra (Pty) Ltd applied for a Mining Permit of coal to the Regional Department of Mineral Resources (“DMR” Mpumalanga) in respect 

of the Remaining Extent of the farm Vlaklaagte 45 IS in the eMalahleni Local Municipality, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  The study area 

is located roughly 15km Northeast of Kriel. 

 

Figure 1: Trentra Vlaklaagte Locality 
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2. LANDOWNER AND PROPERTY DETAIL 

The registered owners of the farms were listed as follows:  

Table 2.1:  Directly affected landowners 

 Landowner Farm Portion 

1. DORSTFONTEIN COAL MINES PTY LTD In respect of the remaining extent of the farm Vlaklaagte 45 IS 

Surrounding landowners who were contacted are listed below: 
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3. SITE NOTICES 

Site notices were placed around the proposed mining site in accordance with Regulation 41(2)(a), (3) and (4) of the Environmental 

Impact Assessment Regulations Published under Government Notice R982 in Government Gazette 38282 of 4 December 2014 (as 

amended) 
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4. ADVERT 

Adverts were placed in a local Newspaper in accordance with Regulation 41(2)(c), and (3) of the Environmental Impact Assessment 

Regulations Published under Government Notice R982 in Government Gazette 38282 of 4 December 2014 (as amended) 
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5. BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 

A Background Information Document (BID) was compiled and sent to interested and affected Parties (I&Aps) in accordance with 

Regulation 41(2)(b) and (3) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations Published under Government Notice R982 

in Government Gazette 38282 of 4 December 2014 (as amended) 
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6. PROOF OF NOTIFICATION 

6.1 EMAIL 

An email notifying the I&APs of the proposed project, the public participation process, draft Scoping Report review and how to 

comment, was sent to all identified I&APs.  
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6.2 SMS 

An sms notifying the I&APs of the proposed project, the public participation process, draft Scoping Report review and how to comment, was sent to all identified I&APs. 

Contact Phone number Status Status Date Sent Data 

MP Masina 27715203913 EXPIRED 8/28/2020 8:02:46 PM 

Notice is given in terms of the NEMA of the availability of the Trentra Vlaklaagte Basic Assessment Reports for Public 
Review. EcoElementum was appointed to assist with the environmental application process. The BAR will be available 
for 30 days on http://ecoelementum.co.za/downloads/. Contact: riana@ecoe.co.za/REPLY TO THIS SMS with 
comments. 

JW Ntombela 27715426224 DELIVRD 8/28/2020 2:12:51 PM 

Notice is given in terms of the NEMA of the availability of the Trentra Vlaklaagte Basic Assessment Reports for Public 
Review. EcoElementum was appointed to assist with the environmental application process. The BAR will be available 
for 30 days on http://ecoelementum.co.za/downloads/. Contact: riana@ecoe.co.za/REPLY TO THIS SMS with 
comments. 

ISLARDU BOERDERY CC 27823872995 DELIVRD 8/28/2020 2:12:50 PM 

Notice is given in terms of the NEMA of the availability of the Trentra Vlaklaagte Basic Assessment Reports for Public 
Review. EcoElementum was appointed to assist with the environmental application process. The BAR will be available 
for 30 days on http://ecoelementum.co.za/downloads/. Contact: riana@ecoe.co.za/REPLY TO THIS SMS with 
comments. 

Christiaan Joseph Schoeman 27823883100 DELIVRD 8/28/2020 2:12:51 PM 

Notice is given in terms of the NEMA of the availability of the Trentra Vlaklaagte Basic Assessment Reports for Public 
Review. EcoElementum was appointed to assist with the environmental application process. The BAR will be available 
for 30 days on http://ecoelementum.co.za/downloads/. Contact: riana@ecoe.co.za/REPLY TO THIS SMS with 
comments. 

Johannes Elardus Erasmus 27823883107 DELIVRD 8/28/2020 2:12:51 PM 

Notice is given in terms of the NEMA of the availability of the Trentra Vlaklaagte Basic Assessment Reports for Public 
Review. EcoElementum was appointed to assist with the environmental application process. The BAR will be available 
for 30 days on http://ecoelementum.co.za/downloads/. Contact: riana@ecoe.co.za/REPLY TO THIS SMS with 
comments. 

SP Mtsweni 27832657781 EXPIRED 8/28/2020 8:02:46 PM 

Notice is given in terms of the NEMA of the availability of the Trentra Vlaklaagte Basic Assessment Reports for Public 
Review. EcoElementum was appointed to assist with the environmental application process. The BAR will be available 
for 30 days on http://ecoelementum.co.za/downloads/. Contact: riana@ecoe.co.za/REPLY TO THIS SMS with 
comments. 

J Mahlangu 27835136302 UNDELIV 8/28/2020 4:12:51 PM 

Notice is given in terms of the NEMA of the availability of the Trentra Vlaklaagte Basic Assessment Reports for Public 
Review. EcoElementum was appointed to assist with the environmental application process. The BAR will be available 
for 30 days on http://ecoelementum.co.za/downloads/. Contact: riana@ecoe.co.za/REPLY TO THIS SMS with 
comments. 

SM Simku 27843743907 EXPIRED 8/28/2020 8:02:46 PM 

Notice is given in terms of the NEMA of the availability of the Trentra Vlaklaagte Basic Assessment Reports for Public 
Review. EcoElementum was appointed to assist with the environmental application process. The BAR will be available 
for 30 days on http://ecoelementum.co.za/downloads/. Contact: riana@ecoe.co.za/REPLY TO THIS SMS with 
comments. 

Nico Swart  27847102125 DELIVRD 8/28/2020 2:12:53 PM 

Notice is given in terms of the NEMA of the availability of the Trentra Vlaklaagte Basic Assessment Reports for Public 
Review. EcoElementum was appointed to assist with the environmental application process. The BAR will be available 
for 30 days on http://ecoelementum.co.za/downloads/. Contact: riana@ecoe.co.za/REPLY TO THIS SMS with 
comments. 
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7. ISSUES AND RESPONSES 

Interested and Affected Parties 
List the names of persons consulted in this 
column, and Mark with an X where those who 
must be consulted were in fact consulted  

Date Comments 
Received  

Issues raised  
EAPs response to issues as mandated by the 
applicant  

AFFECTED PARTIES                         

Landowner/s  x                      

DORSTFONTEIN COAL MINES 
(PROPRIETARY) LIMITED 

  Landowner Access Agreement is in place and the latest amendment attached as an appendix 

Lawful occupier/s of the land                              

Islardu Boerdery – Ronel Bekker x No comments received to date       

Mr Charl du Plessis x No comments received to date       

Landowners or lawful occupiers on 
adjacent properties  

                            

No comments received to date 

Municipal councillor                         

Municipality  x   

Erald Nkabinde - eMalahleni Local 
Municipality 

x 
02/10/2020 

Formal Letter via 
Email 

The Draft BA report entails the proposed mining of coal in respect of portion of 
the remaining extend the farm Vlaklaagte 45 IS. The project intends to conduct 
opencast mining. The Directorate has reviewed the Draft BA report and has the 
following comments about the report:  
1. Applicable legislation  
The draft BA report is not exhaustive on the list of applicable policy and 
legislations consulted when drafting the report. The Municipal by-laws have not 
been considered. In the final BA report, please consider including the following 
by-laws:  
-Emalahleni Local Municipality Solid Waste Management by-law, No.2632, 13 
January 2016.  
-Emalahleni Local Municipality Noise Control by-laws, No.2632. 13 January 
2016.  
-Emalahleni Local Municipality Air Quality Management By-laws, No.2760. 21 
September 2016.  

The bylaws mentioned have been considered and 
included in the updated report for the Authorities 

2. Rivers and Wetlands  
The specialist suggested delineated wetland buffer of 50m does not include the 
wetland that extends into the mining area, why is that?  

The wetland within the mining area is considered 
severely modified and does not serve any function 
as a wetland due to the agricultural activities within 
it. It is therefore considered a historic wetland. The 
50m buffer is assigned to the functional wetland 
area.  
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3. Heritage Impact Assessment  
Please submit a letter from SAHRA confirming that the proposed mining area is 
of no heritage importance.  

A PHASE 1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT was undertaken for the proposed 
project, and submitted to SAHRA. 
"No sites of heritage importance were observed 
within the demarcated boundary on the Remaining 
Extent of the Farm Vlaklaagte 45 IS. Historical 
topographical maps verified that the area was used 
for crop cultivation since at least 1962 and that no 
structures appear to have existed at that stage. No 
other material of heritage importance were 
observed within the demarcated study area. The 
study area is disturbed due to the presence of 
maize cultivation." 

4. Blasting radius  
What is the distance from the proposed mining boundary to the nearest 
residential house? And also what is the distance from the proposed mining pit 
area to the nearest residential house?  

The closest residential house is situated 1.43km to 
the east of the Mining Permit Boundary, and the pit 
area is 1.45km from this house. 

5. Noise  
Due to the earmarked blasting as result of mining operations, please include a 
noise impact assessment report in the final report.  

The opinion of a specialist has been included. Due 
to the distance from the nearest sensitive receptor 
and the presence of other operating mine houses in 
the area, the Noise impact is not expected to be of 
high significance. 

6. Air quality  
The applicant must have dust fallout monitoring points around the proposed 
mining area, and have the monitoring reports submitted to the Municipality on 
quarterly basis. 

This comment is noted and a condition for inclusion 
in the Authorisation will be added. 

7. Land use application  
The proposed mining operations are earmarked in an area currently zoned 
"Agriculture", was a rezoning Application done? 

This did not form part of Eco Elementum's Scope of 
work and the status of such an application is 
unknown. 

8. Complaints  
An incident and complains register must be present on site and submitted to the 
Municipality on quarterly basis.  

This comment is noted and a condition for inclusion 
in the Authorisation will be added. 

Recommendations 
The proposed Trenta Pty Ltd mining is not supported based on the above 
comments. You're advised to review the comments and submit all relevant and 
additional information the comment raised, to allow the municipality to provide 
further comments.  

Due to significantly low responses during the hight 
of the Covid pandemic, this report was made 
available for a second round of Public Review, and 
the EAP trusts that the comments have been 
adequitely addressed. 

Organs of state (Responsible for 
infrastructure that may be affected Roads 
Department, Eskom, Telkom, DWA)  

x                 

Transnet No comments received to date       

Communities                              
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NA 

Dept. Land Affairs  x     

No comments received to date       

Traditional Leaders      

N/A              

               

Dept. Environmental Affairs   x     

No comments received to date       

Other Competent Authorities affected  x       

No comments received to date       

OTHER AFFECTED PARTIES        

No comments received to date             

INTERESTED PARTIES        

No comments received to date                            
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8. SUBMISSION OF DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT 

The Draft Scoping Report was submitted to the following Commenting Authorities for comment: 

Department Attention to 

Mpumalanga Provincial Government DARDLEA Ms. S.P. Xulu (HOD) 

Nkangala District Municipality Pierre Rossouw 

eMalahleni LM Ordain Riba 

Mpumulanga Tourism and Park Agency Komilla Narasoo 

Department of Roads and Transport Mr Mxolisi Cyril Dlamini  

Department of Agriculture forestry and fisheries Love Shabane 

Mpumalanga Economic Development & Tourism  Mr N Sebitso (Acting HOD) / Mr J Ndima (Director) Planning and Coordination 

 

http://www.dedtmpumalanga.gov.za/welcome-mpumalanga-economic-development-tourism
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