
 

 

 

 

 

STAKEHOLDER DATABASE 

  



Sasol Syferfontein- I&APs 

Mr ST Marebane 

Director: Environmental Impact Management

Mpumalanga Department of Economic Development, Environment 

and 

Tourism

Ms Sindisiwe Mbuyane (Case Officer)

Deputy Director: Environmental Impact Management

Mpumalanga Department of Economic Development, Environment 

and 

Tourism

Mr Obed Baloyi                  

 Director: Environmental Impact Evaluation National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA)

Mr Lucas Mahlangu

Control Environmental Officer: Systems Management National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA)

Mr Mark Gordon               

Deputy Director General : Chemicals and Waste National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA)

Ms Victoria Bota   

Environmental Coordinator SA  National Road Agency - Nothern Region

Mr Mike Yorke-Hart SANRAL

Ms Millicent Solomons                                                 

Director : EIE National Department of Environmental Affairs - EIE

Name Company/Farm Name

Authorities 



Ms Portia Khumalo                                                   

ROC - Environmental National Department of Agriculture

Ms Mashudu Mutengwe 

Assistant Director Department of Mineral Resources

Ms P N Chuene

Mineral Laws (Case officer) Department of Mineral Resources

Mr. Stanford Macevele     

Deputy Director Department of Water Affairs 

Mr Godfrey Tshivhalavhala    

Heritage Officer South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA)

Mr. Mathew Mohlasedi       

HOD: Public Works, Roads and Transport Department of Roads and Transport 

Mr Eddie Nemukhe               

 Project Manager Department of Roads and Transport 

Mr. Selby Hlatshwayo              

Acting Director Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism 

Mr.Frans Krige                     

Land Use Adviser  Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency



Ms Neliswe Sithole             

Head of Department

Department of Agriculture, Rural Development & Land 

Administration

Mr David Mahlobo - HOD

Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs

Mr ES Nkosi 

Chief Director Provincial Land Claims Commissioner

Dr Lenkwane Mathunyane                                               

Municipal Manager Govan Mbeki Local Municipality

Clr Lindi Masina

Mayor Govan Mbeki Local Municipality

Mr Sabelo Vilakazi 

LED Manager Govan Mbeki Local Municipality

Mr Themba Phungwayo 

IDP Manager Govan Mbeki Local Municipality

Mr Nic van der Merwe 

 Senior Town Planner Govan Mbeki Local Municipality

Clr Ben Makola

Ward 18 (Evander) Govan Mbeki Local Municipality

Local Authorities 



Nicholas van Huyssteen 

Ward 17 (Evander) Govan Mbeki Local Municipality

Clr Dan Nhlapo

Ward 16 (Kinross) Govan Mbeki Local Municipality

Cllr J Masango

Ward Councillor Ward 1 Govan Mbeki Local Municipality

Mr Kamesh Rohan Govan Mbeki Local Municipality

 Mr Dan (TD) Hlanyane        

Environmental Manager Gert Sibande District Municipality

Mr C A Habile          

Municipal Manager Gert Sibande District Municipality

Ms Asanda Ngobe

IDP Manager Gert Sibande District Municipality

Mr Silas Nkonyane 

LED Manager Gert Sibande District Municipality

Ms Sibongile Zikhalala 

HOD Gert Sibande District Municipality



Clr William Motloung 

Mayor Gert Sibande District Municipality

Mr Lungelo Zungu

Mr Charles Antonio  

Secretary Independent Municipal and Allied Trade Union (IMATU)

Mr Vusi Pilson 

Chairperson South African Municipal Workers Union (SAMWU)

Mr Sagwata Manyike South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI)

Mr Mark Anderson Birdlife South Africa

Mr Simon Gear

Policy & Advocacy Manager Birdlife South Africa

Dr Charmaine Uys 

Regional Conservation Manager Mpumalanga and 

Freestate Birdlife South Africa

Dr Koos Pretorius

Federation of Sustainable Development;

Highlands Organics;

Wonderfontein Community Association

Labour Structures

Environmental NGOs



Ms Karryn Morrison Endangered wildlife Trust (EWT)

Ms Marianna Niewoudt Olifants River Forum

Lemson Betha                                                           

Environmental Coordinator Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA)

Mr Adriaan Taljaard Water Research Commission

Mr Angus Burns World Wildlife Federation

Mr Thembani Mokhari         

Office Manager to the CEO's office Working for Wetlands

Ms Goodness Ntuli  

Chief Advisor Eskom Park (Eskom Holdings) 

Ms Miriam Ngwezi 

Environmental Officer Eskom Park (Eskom Holdings) 

Ms Anna'mart Ott 

CEO Chamber of Commerce

Commerce & Industry



Ms Tshilidzi Masalesa 

Environmental Specialist Transnet LTD

Mr Phillip De Klerk Transnet

Trichardt Library Ms Raffia Fareed

Evander Public Library Ms Agnes Sepuru

Kinross Public Library Ms Grace Motha

Powerline Directly Affected landowners/Farmers

RIVERSDALE 119 IS Portion RE SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

SYFERFONTEIN 115 IS Portion 12 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

SYFERFONTEIN 115 IS Portion 10 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS Portion 14 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

Libraries



TWEEDRAAI 139 IS Portion 21 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS Portion 17 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS Portion 18 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS Portion 19 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS Portion  13 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

VANSCHALKWYKSRUST 118 IS Portion RE SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

VANSCHALKWYKSRUST 118 IS Portion 6 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 1 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 13 William Thomas John Charter



ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 26 William Thomas John Charter

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 6 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 3 William Thomas John Charter

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 7 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 16 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 8 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 9 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 11 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 10 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD



ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 31 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion RE SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

Powerline Indirectly Affected Landowners/Farmers

RIVERSDALE 119 IS Portion 8 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

RIVERSDALE 119 IS Portion 4 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

RIVERSDALE 119 IS Portion 6 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

VANSCHALKWYKSRUST 118 IS Portion 4 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

VANSCHALKWYKSRUST 118 IS Portion 5 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 18 William Thomas John Charter

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 17 Hendrik Marais



ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 33 Hendrik Marais

SYFERFONTEIN 115 IS Portion 7 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

SPANDOW 121 IS Portion RE Huyzers Trust

SYFERFONTEIN 115 IS Portion 9 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS Portion 6 SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS Portion 20

Nicol de Vos

Vosstoffel (Pty) Ltd

Block 4 Directly Affected landowners/Farmers

Wildebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 13 Anton Engelbrecht
Anton Engelbrecht Boerdery (Pty) Ltd

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 1,3 - 7,9 & 21 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 10 Basil Plastzky
Kinross Farms (Pty) Ltd



Rietfontein101 IS Portion 2 Dirk Kitching
Anglo Operations Ltd

Rietfontein101 IS Portion REM Dirk Kitching
Anglo Operations Ltd

Wildebeestfontein 122 IS Portion11 Francois Viljoen
JC van der Walt

Wildebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 14 George du Toit
GOR Konstruksie CC

Wildebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 1 Gustaf Heymans & Mrs Melani Heyman
Highveld Bargains & Deals CC

Wildebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 3 Gustaf Heymans & Mrs Melani Heyman
Highveld Bargains & Deals CC

Vaalbank 96 IS Portion 2 Johan Barnard
Highland Night Inc 59 (Pty) Ltd

Zondagskraal 125 IS Portion 2 Johan barnard
Orambamba 25 (Pty) Ltd

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 2 Lukas JB Potgieter



Zondagsfontein 124 IS  Portion 8 Lukas JB Potgieter

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 2 Nelius Greyling/ 
Farm Manager Frans Geyser

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 12 Nelius Greyling

Rietfontein101 IS Portion 4 Nelius Greyling

Rietfontein101 IS Portion 5 Nelius Greyling

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 6 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 8 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 14 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Dieplaagte 123 IS Portion 7 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd



Dieplaagte 123 IS Portion 1 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Langsloot 99 IS Portion 16 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Langsloot 99 IS Portion 17 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 4 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 5 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 9 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 11 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 13 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 1 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd



Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 3 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 4 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 5 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 6 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 7 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 9 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 21 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 12 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 26 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd



Zondagskraal 125 IS Portion 24 Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Wildebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 6 Kosie van der Merwe
PJ Rossouw

Riversdale 119 IS Portion 1 Piet-Nel de Vos
Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd

Zwakfontein 120 IS Portion 23

Piet-Nel de Vos
Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 7 Robert Schwartz

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 10 Robert Schwartz

Rietfontein 100 IS Portion 15 Russel Pilay

Riversdale 119 IS Portion 13 Russel Pilay

Zondagskraal 125 IS Portion 15 Russel Pilay



Zwakfontein 120 IS Portion 34

Russel Pilay

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 11 Ms Sabeth Nkosi/Ms Nomalizo Wetbooi
Govan Mbeki Local Municipality Kinross

Zondagsfontein 124 IS Portion 29 Sabeth Nkosi
Govan Mbeki Local Municipality Kinross

Wildebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 4 Thianne Volschenck
Volschenk Familie Trust

Wildebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 7 Thianne Volschenck
Volschenk Familie Trust

Wildebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 12 Thianne Volschenck
Volschenk Familie Trust

Rietfontein 101 IS Portion 1 Dirk Kitching
Anglo Operations Ltd

Rietfontein 101 IS Portion 5 Cornelius Johannes Greyling

Uitkyk 136 IS Portion 5 Portion does not exist



Windebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 5 TALJAARD JOHANNA GUSTAVUS

Wildebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 15 TALJAARD JACOBUS ABRAHAM

Windebeestfontein 122 IS RE

Portion does not exist

Windebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 19 Portion does not exist

Windebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 2 Phillip de Klerk
Transnet

Windebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 20 Phlillip de Klerk
Transnet

Windebeestfontein 122 IS Portion 8 Josiah Zungu
Eskom

Zondagskraal 125 IS Portion 25 Portion does not exist

Zwakfontein 120 IS Portion 15 Piet-Nel de Vos
Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd



Zwakfontein 120 IS Portion 35 Piet-Nel de Vos
Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd

Block 4 Indirectly Affected landowners/Farmers

AANGEWYS 81 IS Portion 22

Dirk Kitching
Anglo Operations Ltd

AANGEWYS 81 IS Portion 28

Dirk Kitching
Anglo Operations Ltd

AANGEWYS 81 IS Portion 26

Dirk Kitching
Anglo Operations Ltd

AANGEWYS 81 IS Portion 23

Dirk Kitching
Anglo Operations Ltd

BAKENLAAGTE 84 IS Portion RE BAKENLAAGTE BOERDERY PTY LTD

BRAKFONTEIN 117 IS Portion 1
Dirk Kitching
Anglo Operations Ltd

HOLFONTEIN 138 IS Portion 10 NU-VAC PTY LTD

HOLFONTEIN 138 IS Portion 9 HOLFONTEIN TRUST



HOLFONTEIN 138 IS Portion 4 HOLFONTEIN TRUST

HOLFONTEIN 138 IS Portion 2
Johan Barnard
Orambamba 25 (Pty) Ltd

LANGSLOOT 99 IS Portion 4

Breytenbach Karen

LANGSLOOT 99 IS Portion 14

Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

LANGSLOOT 99 IS Portion 13

Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

Number Null 15 Portion 1
Dirk Kitching
Anglo Operations Ltd

ONVERWACHT 97 IS Portion 5
Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

ONVERWACHT 97 IS Portion 1
Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

ONVERWACHT 97 IS Portion 2
Nicol de Vos 
Vosstoffel Pty Ltd



ONVERWACHT 97 IS Portion 4
Nicol de Vos 
Vosstoffel Pty Ltd

ONVERWACHT 97 IS Portion 3
Nicol de Vos 
Vosstoffel Pty Ltd

RIETFONTEIN 101 IS Portion 3 GREYLING CORNELIUS JOHANNES

RIVERSDALE 119 IS Portion 11 Piet-Nel de Vos Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd

RIVERSDALE 119 IS Portion 2 Piet-Nel de Vos Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd

SPANDOW 121 IS Portion 1
Nicol de Vos 
Vosstoffel Pty Ltd

SPANDOW 121 IS Portion RE
Nicol de Vos 
Vosstoffel Pty Ltd

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS Portion 11
Nicol de Vos
Vosstoffel Pty Ltd

TWEEFONTEIN 13 IS Portion 81 Portion does not exist



UITKYK 136 IS Portion RE Chivic Boerdery cc

UITKYK 136 IS Portion 1
Phillip de Klerk
Transnet

UITKYK 136 IS Portion 4
Phillip de Klerk
Transnet

UITKYK 136 IS Portion 3
Josiah Zungu
Eskom

VAALBANK 96 IS Portion 1 Johan Barnard Highland Night INV 56 Pty Ltd

VAALBANK 96 IS Portion RE RAZORBILL PROP 301 PTY LTD

VLAKLAAGTE 83 IS Portion 4
Josiah Zungu
Eskom

VLAKLAAGTE 83 IS Portion 5
Josiah Zungu
Eskom

VLAKLAAGTE 83 IS Portion 1
Josiah Zungu
Eskom



VLAKLAAGTE 83 IS Portion 3
Josiah Zungu
Eskom

WITBANK 80 IS Portion 23
H J Pieterse 
VLAKFONTEIN TWEEHONDERD PTY LTD

ZONDAGSKRAAL 125 IS Portion 8
Johan Barnard
Orambamba 25 (Pty) Ltd

ZONDAGSKRAAL 125 IS Portion 7
Sabeth Nkosi
Govan Mbeki Local Municipality Kinross

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 22

Du Rand Deonie Elizabeth (contactperson Nico)

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 24
Nicol de Vos 
Vosstoffel Pty Ltd

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 29

Mr Hennie Marais

Zwakfontein 120 IS Portion 25

Nicol de Vos
Paulina Boerderye (Pty) Ltd

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 1 Piet-Nel de Vos Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd



ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 12 Marais Hendrik

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 21 William Thomas John Charter

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 20 Marais Hendrik

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS Portion 19 Marais Hendrik

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 Portion 1 Mr G Hayman and Mrs Hayman

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS Portion 14 Mr Paul Andrews

ZONDAGSKRAAL 125 IS Portion 2 Mr J Barnard

ZONDAGSKRAAL 125 IS Portion 2 Mr W Green

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS Portion 3 Mr H Hanke and Mrs C Hanke



ZONDAGSKRAAL 124 Portion 41 or 43 Mr Buks Simmington
Client

Sasol Mining Mr J Duplessis

Sasol Mining Mr Bheki Mndawe

Sasol Mining Mrs Melon Solomon-Maans

Sasol Mining Ms Caroline Shirendza

Sasol Mining Dr Gail Nussey - Vos



 

 

 

 

 

LAND CLAIMS COMISSIONER 

NOTIFICATION 

  



 

 

_________________________________________________ 
Digby Wells & Associates (Pty) Ltd. Co. Reg. No. 1999/05985/07. Fern Isle, Section 10, 359 Pretoria Ave Randburg Private Bag 

X10046, Randburg, 2125, South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 789 9495, Fax: +27 11 789 9498, info@digbywells.com, www.digbywells.com 

_________________________________________________ 
Directors: AR Wilke, LF Koeslag, PD Tanner (British)*, AJ Reynolds (Chairman) (British)*, J Leaver*, GE Trusler (C.E.O) 

*Non-Executive 
_________________________________________________ 

 
c:\14 - sas1744 sasol powerline\documents that must be saved on server\land claims commissioner\sas1744_land claims commission letter_draft.docx 

 
Dear Ms Mathonsi 

 

The proposed project is situated in the Govan Mbeki Local Municipality (GMLM) in the Gert Sibande 
District (GSD) in the Mpumalanga Province. The Sasol Block 4 area’s affected farm portions are located 
approximately 12 km north of the town of Secunda and approximately 11 km north-east from the town of 
Kinross within the south western Mpumalanga province.  

Sasol will be applying for a Mining Right in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum Resource Development 
Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002) (MPRDA) to mine the number four lower coal seam in the Syferfontein Block 4 
coal reserves and a Basic Assessment (BA) will be compiled in accordance with the National 
Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) for a proposed powerline. The 
proposed mining project will also require an Integrated Water Use Licence Application (IWULA) in terms 
of the National Water Act, Act 36 of 1998 (NWA). 

Sasol has appointed Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) as the independent Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to complete the required environmental regulatory processes for the 
proposed project. 

As part of the Application, Digby Wells would like to enquire if there are any land claims on the following 
farms, as outlined in table below: 

Farm Name Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 
Directly Affected Landowners (Powerline) 

RIVERSDALE 119 IS RE Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

SYFERFONTEIN 115 IS 12 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

Project no.: SAS1744 26 February 2014 

Ms Gift Mathonsi 

Department of Rural Development and Land Reform 

Land Claims Commission  

Private Bag X11330 

Nelspruit, 1200 

 

LAND CLAIMS ENQUIRY: FOR SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK 4 MINE EXPANSION AND THE 
PROPOSED POWERLINE X, MPUMALANGA PROVINCE 

DEDET REFERENCE NO.: 17/2/3 GS-232 

 

mailto:info@digbywells.com
http://www.digbywells.com/
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Farm Name Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 

SYFERFONTEIN 115 IS 10 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS 14 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS 17 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS 18 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS 19 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS 13 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

VANSCHALKWYKSRUST 118 

IS 

RE Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

VANSCHALKWYKSRUST 118 

IS 

6 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 13 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 26 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 6 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 3 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 7 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 16 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 8 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 9 Govan Mbeki Local Gert Sibande District 
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Farm Name Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 
Municipality Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 11 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 10 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 31 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS RE Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS 16 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

Adjacent Landowners (Powerline) 

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS 21 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS 15 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

Directly Affected Landowners (Block 4) 

DIEPLAAGTE 123 IS  7 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

DIEPLAAGTE 123 IS  1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

LANGSLOOT 99 IS 16 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

LANGSLOOT 99 IS 17 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 12 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 7 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 6 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 14 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 
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Farm Name Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 4 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 10 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 8 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 2 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 13 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 9 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 15 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 5 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 100 IS 11 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 101 IS 4 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 101 IS 5 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 101 IS RE Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 101 IS 2 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 101 IS 1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIVERSDALE 119 IS  13 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIVERSDALE 119 IS  1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

UITKYK 136 IS 5 Govan Mbeki Local Gert Sibande District 
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Farm Name Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 
Municipality Municipality 

VAALBANK 96 IS 2 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 3 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 4 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 13 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 7 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 5 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS RE Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 14 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 11 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 12 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 6 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 15 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 19 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 2 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 20 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 
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Farm Name Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 

WILDEBEESTFONTEIN 122 IS 8 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WINKELHAAK 135 IS RE Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 5 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 7 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 6 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 3 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 4 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 9 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 10 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 21 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 8 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 2 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 29 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 26 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSFONTEIN 124 IS 12 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSKRAAL 125 IS 2 Govan Mbeki Local Gert Sibande District 
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Farm Name Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 
Municipality Municipality 

ZONDAGSKRAAL 125 IS 15 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSKRAAL 125 IS 25 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSKRAAL 125 IS 24 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 15 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 34 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 23 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 35 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

Adjacent Landowners (Block 4) 

AANGEWYS 81 IS 22 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

AANGEWYS 81 IS 28 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

AANGEWYS 81 IS 26 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

AANGEWYS 81 IS 23 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

BAKENLAAGTE 84 IS  RE Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

BRAKFONTEIN 117 IS 1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

HOLFONTEIN 138 IS 10 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

HOLFONTEIN 138 IS 9 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 
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Farm Name Portion Local Municipality District Municipality 

HOLFONTEIN 138 IS 4 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

HOLFONTEIN 138 IS 2 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

LANGSLOOT 99 IS 4 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

LANGSLOOT 99 IS 14 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

LANGSLOOT 99 IS 13 13 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

Number Null 15 1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ONVERWACHT 97 IS 5 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ONVERWACHT 97 IS 1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ONVERWACHT 97 IS 2 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ONVERWACHT 97 IS 4 4 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ONVERWACHT 97 IS 3 3 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIETFONTEIN 101 IS 3 3 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIVERSDALE 119 IS 11 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

RIVERSDALE 119 IS 2 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

SPANDOW 121 IS 1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

SPANDOW 121 IS RE Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

TWEEDRAAI 139 IS 11 Govan Mbeki Local Gert Sibande District 
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Municipality Municipality 

TWEEFONTEIN 13 IS 81 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

UITKYK 136 IS R Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

UITKYK 136 IS 1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

UITKYK 136 IS 4 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

UITKYK 136 IS 3 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

VAALBANK 96 IS 1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

VAALBANK 96 IS RE Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

VLAKLAAGTE 83 IS 4 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

VLAKLAAGTE 83 IS 5 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

VLAKLAAGTE 83 IS 1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

VLAKLAAGTE 83 IS 3 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

WITBANK 80 IS 23 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSKRAAL 125 IS 8 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZONDAGSKRAAL 125 IS 7 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 22 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 24 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 
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ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 29 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 25 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 1 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 12 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 21 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 20 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

ZWAKFONTEIN 120 IS 19 Govan Mbeki Local 
Municipality 

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

 

Should you require additional information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Steve Horak 

Stakeholder Engagement Office 

Digby Wells Environmental 

Tel: (011) 789 9495 or Fax: 086 583 5715 

Email: steve.horak@digbywells.co.za  

Postal Address: Private Bag X 10046, Randburg 2125 
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1 PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT 
Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd (Sasol Mining) proposes to extend the existing Syferfontein Mine into 
the adjacent Block 4 reserves towards the north-west of the current Syferfontein Mine. As 
part of this proposed expansion project Sasol Mining also needs to construct a powerline 
which will fall within the existing Syferfontein Colliery Mining Right Area.  

This Background Information Document (BID) has been developed in order to:  

■ Share information about the proposed project;  
■ Present the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process to be undertaken 

according to South African legislation;  
■ Provide more detail about the Public Participation process which will be followed; and 
■ Explain which specialist studies will be carried out as part of the EIA.  

1.1 Appointed Environmental Assessment Practitioners  
It is important to investigate potential impacts the proposed project might have on the 
environment and people. Sasol Mining appointed Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) 
as the independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to complete the required 
environmental components for the proposed project. 

2 BACKGROUND 
The Syferfontein Colliery was established in 1989 with the purpose of co-supplying coal to 
Sasol Synfuels in Secunda. Sasol Mining has devised a sustainable strategy to keep the 
Secunda Synfuels operational for the next forty years and beyond. In an effort to realise this 
strategy Sasol Mining is in a process to replace all the current collieries. As part of this 
strategy, Sasol Mining plans to expand their Sasol Syferfontein colliery by applying for a 
Mining Right in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum Resource Development Act, 2002 (Act 
28 of 2002) (MPRDA) to mine the number four lower coal seam in the Syferfontein Block 4 
coal reserves. 

2.1 Syferfontein Locality Setting  
The proposed project is situated in the Govan Mbeki Local Municipality (GMLM) in the Gert 
Sibande District (GSD) in the Mpumalanga Province. The Sasol Block 4 area’s affected farm 
portions are located approximately 12 km north of the town of Secunda and approximately 
11 km north-east from the town of Kinross within the south western Mpumalanga province 
(see Plan 1). 
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Plan 1: Syferfontein Local Setting 
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3 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
In order to optimise their reserve utilisation and coal supply to Sasol Synfuels, Sasol Mining 
is proposing to expand their operations into the Block 4 coal reserves. It is planned to mine 
the above mentioned reserve using the underground bord-and-pillar mining method. In 
addition to this, Sasol Mining will use a method for high extraction, known as the Nevid 
Mining Method. This method ensures that there will be minimal disturbances above ground. 
The Tweedraai reserves are the entry point to the Block 4 reserves and currently forms part 
of the Syferfontein Mining Reserve area.  The Block 4 and Tweedraai reserves will be 
accessed by means of an adit in the highwall of the existing Syferfontein mine (known as the 
Tweedraai area). Existing infrastructure located on the existing Syferfontein Tweedraai 
mining area will be used to serve the Sasol Syferfontein Block 4 mining area. 

For the proposed expansion project, more power is needed. Currently, power is supplied to 
the mine via two 132 kilovolts (kV) powerlines from the Quintus substation. From the main 
mine substation, power is transferred via 22 kV powerlines along the east and west banks of 
the old open cast pits to the adits’ substations, where power is further stepped down to 11 
kV for the mining operations. To support the Block 4 expansion Project, Sasol Mining is 
proposing to construct a 132kV powerline over open cast rehabilitated land within the 
existing Syferfontein mining area which stretches across the farms Tweedraai139 IS, 
Zwakfontein 120 IS and Van Schalkwyksrust 118 IS. Existing tar and dirt roads will be used 
to gain access during the construction and operational phase (for maintenance of the 
powerline servitude). 

4 ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY AND PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION PROCESSES 

4.1 Legislation 
For the proposed project the following authorisation processes need to be completed in 
order to adhere to the required legislation: 

 Sasol Mining will be applying for a Mining Right in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum 
Resource Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA). The Department of 
Mineral Resources (DMR) is the decision making authority for the Mining Right 
application.  

 For the construction of the 132kV powerline a Basic Assessment (BA) will be compiled in 
accordance with the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act no. 107 of 
1998) (NEMA). The construction of the powerline is a Listed Activity in terms of 
Government Notice R. 544, 18 June 2010, Activity 10, which refers to “the construction 
of facilities or infrastructure for the transmission and distribution of electricity –outside 
urban areas or industrial complexes with a capacity of more than 33kV but less than 275 
kV”. The Mpumalanga Department of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism 
(DEDET) is the decision-making authority for the BA.  
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 The Syferfontein Block 4 expansion area will require an Integrated Water Use Licence 
Application (IWULA) in terms of the National Water Act, Act 36 of 1998 (NWA). 
Department of Water Affairs (DWA) is the decision making authority. The Following water 
uses will be applied for: 
 S21.(a): taking water from a water resource;  
 S21.(c): impeding or diverting the flow of water in a watercourse;  
 S21.(i): altering the bed, banks, course or characteristics of a watercourse; and 
 S21.(j): removing, discharging or disposing of water found underground if it is 

necessary for the efficient continuation of an activity or for the safety of people. 

4.2 Specialist Studies 
Specialist studies will be conducted for the proposed project to identify potential impacts on 
the environment and people. Results of these studies will be shared with stakeholders for 
their comment. The various specialist studies that will be conducted include the following: 

■ Geohydrological 
■ Soils  
■ Surface water 
■ Wetlands 

■ Noise 
■ Archaeology 
■ Fauna and Flora 

■ Social baseline 
■ Visual and Topography 
■ Aquatics 

4.3 Public Participation 
Stakeholders affected by or who are interested in the proposed project are invited to register 
as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) in order to become involved in the Public 
Participation (PP) process for the project . The following aniticipated upcoming dates are 
important to note for the PP process going forward: 

■ Availability of BA Report (NEMA) for public comment: March 2014 

■ Availability of the Scoping Report (MPRDA) for public comment: March 2014  

■ Stakeholder meetings to be held during the public comment period for the BA and 
Scoping Reports: April 2014 

 

 

 

Registered I&APs will be informed about availability of reports and scheduled stakeholder 
meetings via their preferred means of communication (SMS, email, post or fax). Contributions 

from stakeholders will assist in informed decision-making for authorities and provides 
information to be considered by the project team and specialists conducting studies. All 

comments can be submitted using the contct details which appear on the cover page or as part 
of the Comment and Registration Sheet attached to this BID. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESSES FOR PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK 
4 MINE EXPANSION AND THE PROPOSED POWERLINE, MPULALANGA PROVINCE 

DEDET REFERENCE NO.: 17/2/3 GS-232 

 
Dear Stakeholder 
 

Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd (Sasol Mining) is planning to extend the existing Syferfontein Mine into the adjacent 
Block 4 reserves towards the north-west of the current Syferfontein Mine. As part of this expansion project 
Sasol Mining proposes to undertake the construction of a powerline which will fall within the existing 
Syferfontein Colliery Mining Right Area. Sasol will be applying for a Mining Right in terms of the Minerals 
and Petroleum Resource Development Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002) (MPRDA) to mine the number four lower 
coal seam in the Syferfontein Block 4 coal reserves and a Basic Assessment (BA) will be compiled in 
accordance with the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) for the 
proposed powerline. The proposed mining project will also require an Integrated Water Use Licence 
Application (IWULA) in terms of the National Water Act, Act 36 of 1998 (NWA). 

Sasol has appointed Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) as the independent Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to complete the required environmental regulatory processes for the 
proposed project. 

 

Project description  

It is proposed to that the underground bord-and-pillar mining method will be used. Sasol Mining will also 
use a method for high extraction, known as the Nevid Mining Method, which ensures that there will be 
minimal disturbances above ground.  The Tweedraai reserves are the entry point to the Block 4 reserves 
and currently forms part of the Syferfontein Mining Reserve area. The Block 4 and Tweedraai reserves will 
be accessed by means of an adit in the highwall of the existing Syferfontein mine.  Existing infrastructure 
located on the existing Syferfontein Tweedraai mining area will be used to serve the Syferfontein Block 4 
mining area.  

Power is currently supplied to the mine via two 132 kilovolts (kV) powerlines from the Quintus substation. 
Power is transferred via 22 kV powerlines from the main mine substation along the east and west banks of 
the old open cast pits to the adits’ substations, where power is further stepped down to 11 kV for the mining 
operations. To support the Block 4 expansion Project, Sasol Mining is proposing to construct a 132kV 
power line over open cast rehabilitated land within the existing Syferfontein mining area. 
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Public Participation 

In order to facilitate your participation, you are encouraged to register as an Interested and Affected Party 
(I&AP) and submit any comments, questions or suggestions that you may have to Digby Wells 
Environmental on fax number: 086 583 5715; email: steve.horak@digbywells.com or 
vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com or postal address: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125. You are also 
welcome to contact us telephonically on (011) 789-9495. The Background Information Document (BID) will 
also be available on the Digby Wells website: www.digbywells.com (under Public Documents). 

How to comment on the BID 

You are welcome to comment on the BID by addressing your comments, concerns or suggestions to Digby 
Wells through one of the communication media below: 

 By completing the registration and comment sheet attached to the BID and submitting it to the 
Stakeholder Engagement Office; 

 By writing letter or using another form of written submission; or 

 By email, fax or telephone to the Stakeholder Engagement Office. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Steve Horak  
Stakeholder Engagement Office 

 

Enclosed 

 Background Information Document 

 Comment and Registration Sheet 

mailto:steve.horak@digbywells.com
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REGISTATION AND COMMENT SHEET 
February 2014 

Please provide comments for Sasol Syferfontein Expansion project using the contact details below: 

Return this comment sheet to Steve Horak or Vanessa Viljoen of Digby Wells Environmental: Fax Number: 
086 583 5715 or email: steve.horak@digbywells.com / vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com or visit 
www.digbywells.com Postal Address: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125 

 

Please formally register me as an interested and affected party (I&AP) and provide further 
information and notifications during the EIA process Yes No 

I would like to receive my notifications by: Email Post Fax 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please fill in your contact details below for the project database: 

Title and Name:  

Organisation:  

Telephone:  Fax:  

Cellphone:  Email:  

Postal Address: 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESSES
FOR PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK

4 MINE EXPANSION AND THE PROPOSED
POWERLINE, MPULALANGA PROVINCE

DEDET REFERENCE NO.: 17/2/3 GS-232
Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd (Sasol Mining) is planning to extend the existing Syferfontein Mine into the adjacent
Block 4 reserves towards the north-west of the current Syferfontein Mine. As part of this expansion project
Sasol Mining proposes to undertake the construction of a 132kV powerline which stretches across the
farms Tweedraai 139 IS, Zwakfontein 120 IS and Van Schalkwyksrust 118 IS in the Syferfontein Colliery
Mining Right Area. Sasol Mining will be applying for a Mining Right in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum
Resource Development Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002) (MPRDA) to mine the number 4 lower coal seam in
the Syferfontein Block 4 coal reserves. A Basic Assessment (BA) will be compiled in terms of the National
Environmental Management Act, Act 107 of 1998 (NEMA) for the proposed powerline. The competent
authorities are the Mpumalanga Department of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism
(DEDET) for the BA and for the Mining Right the Department of Mineral Resources (DMR). The proposed
project will also require an Integrated Water Use Licence Application (IWULA) in terms of the National
Water Act, Act 36 of 1998 (NWA) from the Department of Water Affairs (DWA).

Project description

It is proposed to that the underground bord-and-pillar mining method will be used. Sasol Mining will also
use a method for high extraction, known as the Nevid Mining Method, which ensures that there will be
minimal disturbances above ground. The Tweedraai reserves are the entry point to the Block 4 reserves
and currently forms part of the Syferfontein Mining Reserve area. The Block 4 and Tweedraai reserves will
be accessed by means of an adit in the highwall of the existing Syferfontein mine. Existing infrastructure
located on the existing Syferfontein Tweedraai mining area will be used to serve the Syferfontein Block 4
mining area.

Power is currently supplied to the mine via two 132 kilovolts (kV) powerlines from the Quintus substation.
Power is transferred via 22 kV powerlines from the main mine substation along the east and west banks of
the old open cast pits to the adits’ substations, where power is further stepped down to 11 kV for the mining
operations. To support the Block 4 expansion Project, Sasol Mining is proposing to construct a 132kV
power line over open cast rehabilitated land within the existing Syferfontein mining area.

The Proposed Project is situated in the Govan Mbeki Local Municipality (GMLM) in the Gert Sibande
District (GSD) in the Mpumalanga Province. The Sasol Block 4 area’s affected farm portions are located
approximately 12 km north of the town of Secunda and approximately 11 km north-east from the town of
Kinross within south western Mpumalanga.

It is important to investigate potential impacts the proposed project might have on the environment
and people. Sasol Mining appointed Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) as the independent
Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to complete the required environmental components for
the proposed project.

REGISTRATION AS AN INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY
Should you wish to be registered as an Interested and Affected Party, obtain additional information or

comment on the proposed project, please use the contact details below:

Digby Wells Environmental
Steve Horak or Vanessa Viljoen

Tel: 011 789 9495, Fax: 086 583 5715
steve.horak@digbywells.com or vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com

Postal Address: Private Bag X 10046, Randburg, 2125
Project No.: SAS1744

Diversity of gender, skill, thought, experience, ethnicity, style
and language are all important elements of our people strategy
and are key drivers for our success.

The future is diverse.
The future is yours.

www.humanjobs.co.za Human Communications 106911

BHP Billiton Manganese is a distinctive business with a leading presence in
the global manganese market. Our operations span 2 continents and offer
an excellent platform for those seeking to fast-track their careers. Join our
dynamic business and contribute to our growth.

Hotazel Manganese Mines (HMM) is based in the Kalahari. We mine one of
the largest manganese resources in the world, yet we offer a unique lifestyle
choice with a family-friendly, secure environment and value our employees
as our greatest asset.

Hotazel, Northern Cape

Specialist: Analysis & Improvement
Mamatwan Mine

Ref: 764740
This role will see you analyse, evaluate and improve business processes,
including mining operations and safety systems. This requires strong
transformational leadership qualities in order to support the transformation
of HMM into a culture of business improvement. Core objectives include
analysis and improvement, planning, coaching, influencing change and
capital and cost.

To apply, you will need a degree in Mine Engineering, 3-5 years in a business
improvement environment, a Code 08/10 driver’s licence and medical fitness.
Opencast mining experience will be advantageous.

Please forward your CV (max 3 pages) to
ManganeseRecruitment@bhpbilliton.com

Applications close 7 March 2014.

BHP Billiton has an overriding commitment to safety and environmental responsibility.

AREA ACCOUNT MANAGER
Based in Teksa area

Male or female

Successful candidate will report 
to Company Director in Edenvale

Instrumentation qualifi cation 
essential.
Control valve experience an 
advantage.
Sales experience an advantage.

Remuneration: 
Market and qualifi cation related
Company transport or vehicle 
allowance included
Please send CV to: 
naas@valcon.co.za Recruitment for 

(Secunda Shutdown Sep 2014)

All of the above must have the following

Contact 
Peter @
082 776 6920

SECUNDA

Experienced 
waiters needed

HRA10 VACANT POSITION MOTOR VEHICLE 
SALES CONSULTANT

Westvaal Group, a dynamic motor dealership group in North West, Free state, 
Mpumalanga & Limpopo as well as Gauteng, requires a suitable candidate for the 
position of New and Used vehicle sales consultant situated in Secunda.

Duties / Responsibilities:

  guidelines

Requirements:

  further suitability.

Market Related Salary.
Performance Incentive, Company Vehicle, Medical Aid & 

   Provident Fund.

your application as unsuccessful. Closing date: 28th February 2014

VA
CA

NC
IES

 & N
OT

ICE

Thusanyo Investment is looking for :

Please E-mail all CV”s as soon as 
possible.
Contact Details: 017 631 3081
E-mail : admin@tipty.co.za



Classified 7February 28, 2014

FIND IT 
IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS

5 1/2 Slaapkamer 
huis en 2 

woonstelle te huur 
in Trichardt. 

Idiaal vir 
“labour hire” en 

kantoor-gebruik. 
2 x Afdakke. 
Onmiddellik 
beskikbaar. 

Skakel Pierre 
082 855 4948

2 BEDROOM FLAT 
AVAILABLE 
1 MARCH. 

Private entrance. 
Deposit R4500.00. 

Rent R4500.00
017 634 7558 or

072 927 1249

0525
HOUSES

QUALIFIED
TURNER / DRAAIER
To start as soon as possible

No chancers
Must have sober habits

Danie
082 334 2481

WOONSTELLE 
TE HUUR

Drie vertrek 
woonstel vol DSTV, 
prepaid krag met of 
sonder meubels en 
5 dae ‘n week skoon 

maak dienste. 
Beskikbaar vanaf 

1 Maart 2013. 
Baie privaat. 

Geen deposito.
R4000.00 pm.

Slegs vooruit huur 
(streng keuring) 
072 802 5728

Bachelors 
garden fl at, 

all inclusive for 
R3 800.00, deposit of 
R3 000.00. Available 

on 1st March. 
Contact Odette at 

082 821 9982

0515
FLATS / UNITS

AU PAIR NEEDED 
TO ASSIST IN THE 

AFTERNOONS 
MON-FRI

• Must have a driver’s 
  licence

• Must at least have  
  Grade 12 

Please email your 
CV and other 

relevant documents 
to: 

simunye@voda-
mail.co.za

0827
GENERAL

LOOKING FOR... 
•Cars •Bakkies •Kombi’s    

 •Caravans •Trailers
Any make & model 
for under  R100 000 

CASH!
Highest Prices paid for 

your clean car. 
Phone 

083 342 4444
082 556 6870
017 638 1108

Betroubare 
bediende 

beskikbaar 
1-4 dae per week.

• Afrikaans 
• Hardwerkend

• Netjies

Anre
083 605 8651

0740
USED CARS

2 Bedrooms, 
combined kitchen 
and dining room, 
toilet and shower. 

In Bethal Town
R3 500,00 (Station)

Ideal for offi  ces
open plan Single 
room with toilet 
and a shower in 
Bethal station

(Bachelors’ fl at)
R1 700,00. 

082 770 0293

0700
MOTORING

0824
EMPLOYMENT

WANTED

0505
ACCOMMODATION /

ROOMS TO LET

0500
PROPERTY TO LET

EXCELLENT 
BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITY  
High income 
guaranteed. 

Please phone  
072 055 7572 

to make an 
appointment.

LOST & FOUND
PETS,

HIGHVELD RIDGE
SPCA

017-632 2654
KRIEL SPCA
017 648 5413

CF018774

KANTORE TE HUUR
In Secunda 

besigheidsarea. 
173 vk meter. 

Ontvangsarea, 
3 kantore, kombuis 

en badkamer. 
Beskikbaar 

1 April 2014. 
Kontak Elize 

Harmse, Els Louw 
& Rasool Ing.

017 634 7788

0812
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

TO RENT
Secunda
One bedroom fl at 
Fully furnished 
R7100-00
Three Bedroom 
house, 
two bathrooms, 
two livingareas 
one carport
R6900-00
Three bedroom 
house, two 
bathrooms and 
one living area.
R9250-00
Three bedroom 
house, two 
bathrooms, one 
living area and 
three carports.
R11 000-00
Four bedroom 
house with two
Bathrooms, two 
living areas, double 
garage, lapa.
Month to month 
contract. 
R11 000-00
Fully furnished 
townhouse, two 
bedrooms
R11 000-00
House + fl at
Three bedroom 
two bathrooms, 
two living areas and 
one bedroom fl at.
R14 300-00
Kinross
Three bedroom 
house with one 
bathroom, one 
living area and 
one garage. 
R6600-00
Evander
Three bedroom 
house, two 
bathrooms, two 
living areas.
R8800-00

Upmarket house
Four bedrooms, four 
bathrooms, pool
R16500-00

Trichardt
One bedroom fl at 
One bathroom and 
One carport 
R4950-00

Two bedroom fl at
For 1 April 
R6050-00

Contact Sonja 
072 436 6820

Or 
Elize

076 578 7806
Offi  ce

017 631 1104/5

0475
PETS & LIVESTOCK

0800
VACANCIES

0535
OFFICES & SHOPS

SUDOR COAL (PTY) LTD;
NOTICE: INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES;

NEMA BASIC ASSESSMENT PHASE
Sudor Coal (Pty) Ltd. (Reg. No.: 2003/010082/07) has applied for the authorisation of listed activities and an In-
tegrated Water Use Licence Application (IWULA) in terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmen-
tal Management Act (Act no. 107 of 1998) read together with Government Notice No. R544 and R546 and in 
terms of section 40 of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998), respectively, which comprise a coal mining 
operation namely Kalabasfontein Colliery. The proposed mining operation will consist of underground mining 
activities. Underground mining will make use of the bord and pillar mining technique. The mining operation
will result in the construction of an adit area, overburden stockpiles, pollution control facilities and associated 
infrastructure. The run off  mine coal will be processed at the crushing and screening plant to be constructed 
on site. The above will also require construction of access roads and haul roads. These activities will occur on 
the Remaining Extent of Portion 9 of the farm Kalabasfontein 232 IS, Gert Sibande district, Mpumalan-
ga.  The application was accepted by the Mpumalanga Department of Economic Development. Environment 
and Tourism (MDEDET), with the following reference number: 17/2/3 GS-218.  The application for an IWUL 
was submitted to the Department of Water Aff airs, Mpumalanga Regional Offi  ce (Bronkhorstspruit) 

Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Ltd has been appointed as the independent environmental consultant to com-
pile the Basic Assessment Report in terms of section 22 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 
published in Government Notice No. R543. 

The Draft Basic Assessment Report will be available at the Bethal Library from 28 February 2014 for 
public perusal. 
Comments regarding the proposed activities must be submitted in writing, under reference number 
17/2/3 GS-218, on or before 31 March 2014 to:
Consultant:     Tel.: 013 243 0542
GEOVICON ENVIRONMENTAL (Pty) Ltd   Fax.: 086 632 4936
P. O. Box 4050     E-mail: geovicon@iafrica.com
Middelburg     Cell.: 082 359 5604
1050      Contact person: Riana Bate

SUDOR COAL (PTY) LTD;
KENNISGEWING: BELANGHEBBENDE EN GEAFFEKTEERDE PARTYE;

NOBW BASIESE BERAMINGS FASE

Sudor Coal (Pty) Ltd. (Reg. Nr.:2003/010082/07) het aansoek gedoen vir die magtiging van genoteerde aktiwiteite 
asook ‘n Geïntegreerde Water Verbruik Lisensie (GWVL) in terme van artikel 24 en 24D van die Nasionale Omgew-
ings Bestuurswet (Wet nr. 107 van 1998) gelees tesame met Staatskoerant Kennisgewing Nr. R544 and R546 en in 
terme van artikel 40 van die Nasionale Waterwet (NWW), 1998 (Wet 36 van 1998), wat die ontwikkeling van ‘n steen-
koolmyn genaamd Kalabasfontein Steenkoolmyn insluit. Die voorgestelde mynbou bedrywighede sal bestaan uit 
ondergrondse mynbou aktiwiteite. Ondergrondse mynbou aktiwiteite sal gebruik maakvan die gang en pilaar 
mynbou metode. Die mynbou bedrywighede sluit die kronstruksie van ‘n toegang skag, deklaag hope, besoede-
ling beheer fasiliteite en ander geassosieerde infrastruktuur in. ‘n Vergruis en skeiding aanleg sal opgerig word om 
die steenkool produk te prosesseer. Toegang en vervoer paai sal gemaak word om die infrastruktuur te bedien. 
Hierdie aktiwiteite sal plaasvind op die Resterende Gedeelte van gedeelte 9 van die plaas Kalabasfontein 232 
IS, Gert Sibande distrik, Mpumalanga. Die aansoek is aanvaar deur die Mpumalanga Departement van Ekono-
miese Ontwikkeling, Omgewing en Toerisme (MDEOOT) met verwysingsnommer: 17/2/3 GS-218. Die aansoek vir 
die GWVL is ingehandig by die Departement van Waterwese, Mpumalanga Distrik Kantoor (Bronkhorstspruit).

Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Ltd is aangestel as die onafhanklike omgewings konsultant wat die Konsep Basiese 
Beramings Verslag gaan saamstel, in terme van artikel 22 van die Omgewings Impak Beramings Regulasies gepub-
liseer in Staatskoerant Kennisgewing Nr. R543.

Die Konsep Basiese Beramings Verslag sal beskikbaar wees in die Bethal Biblioteek vanaf 28
Februarie 2014 vir publieke ondersoek.
Kommentaar rakende die voorgenome aktiwiteite moet skriftelik gerig word, voor of op 31
Maart 2014, met verwysingsnommer 17/2/3 GS-218, aan:

Konsultant:      Tel.: 013 243 0542
GEOVICON ENVIRONMENTAL (Pty) Ltd    Faks.: 086 632 4936
Posbus 4050      E-pos: geovicon@iafrica.com
Middelburg      Sel no.: 082 359 5604
1050       Kontakpersoon: Riana Bate



 

 

 

 

 

SITE NOTICE REPORT AND SITE 

NOTICE MAPS 

  



1 
 

 

SASOL MINING (PTY) LTD 

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESSES FOR THE PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN 

BLOCK 4 MINE EXPANSION AND THE PROPOSED POWERLINE, 

 MPUMALANGA PROVINCE  

DEDET Ref Number: 17/2/3 GS-232 

SITE NOTICES 
SITE NOTICES PLACED AT THE FOLLOWING VENUES/PLACES: 

Where site notice was 
placed (Organisation and/or 

address) 

Coordinates Date Photo 

Trichardt Public Library 
 
Bekker Street, Trichardt 
 
BIDs (10 English) and 
Comment Sheets (10 
English) were placed in the 
above mentioned library. 
 
1 English site notice was put 
up. 
 

-26.48971693 
29.22656480 
 

Friday, 28 
February 2014 

 
 

Evander Public Library 
 
13 Lisbon street 
 
BIDs (10 English) and 
Comment Sheets (10 
English) were placed in the 
above mentioned library. 
 
1 English site notice was put 
up. 

-26.47357363 
29.10982660 
 

Friday, 28 
February 2014 
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Where site notice was 
placed (Organisation and/or 

address) 

Coordinates Date Photo 

Kinross Public Library 
 
27 Rasool Malek street, 
Kinross, 2270 
 
BIDs (10 English) and 
Comment Sheets (10 
English) were placed in the 
above mentioned library. 
 
1 English site notice was put 
up. 

-26.42174522 
29.09682903 
 

Friday, 28 
February 2014 

 
 
 

Block 4 
 
Along the N17 
 
1 English site notice was put 
up 
 

-26.37687380 
29.15055938 
 

Friday, 28 
February 2014 

 
 

Block 4 
 
Inside Block 4  
 
1 English site notice was put 
up 
 

-26.39322178 
29.10177662 
 

Friday, 28 
February 2014 

 
 

Block 4 
 
Inside Block 4 
 
1 English site notice was put 
up 
 
 

-26.41934456 
29.13937549 
 

Friday, 28 
February 2014 
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Where site notice was 
placed (Organisation and/or 

address) 

Coordinates Date Photo 

Block 4 
 
Along the boundary line 
 
1 English site notice was put 
up 
 

-26.42388672 
29.13062805 
 

Friday, 28 
February 2014 

 
 

Block 4 
 
Inside block 4 
 
1 English site notice was put 
up 
 

-26.38746886 
29.16758755 
 

Friday, 28 
February 2014 

 
 

Block 4 
 
Inside Block 4  
 
1 English site notice was put 
up 
 

-26.40954008 
29.15746816 
 

Friday, 28 
February 2014 

 
 

Block 4 
 
Along the boundary line 
 
 
1 English site notice was put 
up 
 
 

-26.44361746 
29.15513749 
 

Friday, 28 
February 2014 
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Where site notice was 
placed (Organisation and/or 

address) 

Coordinates Date Photo 

Powerline 
 
Along the boundary line of 
Syferfontein Powerline  
 
1 English site notice was put 
up. 
 
 
 

-26.42569184 
29.20927696 
 

Tuesday, 04 
March 2014 

 
 

Powerline 
 
Syferfontein Mine Powerline 
 
1 English site notice was put 
up. 
 

-26.40944034 
29.20433532 
 

Tuesday, 04 
March 2014 

 
 

Powerline 
 
Inside Syferfontein 
Powerline boundary 
 
1 English site notice was put 
up. 
 

-26.38148845 
29.20359101 
 

Tuesday, 04 
March 2014 

 
 

Powerline 
 
Along the boundary line of 
Syferfontein Powerline  
 
1 English site notice was put 
up. 
 
 
 

-26.39674033 
29.23063112 
 

Tuesday, 04 
March 2014 
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LETTER TO ANNOUNCE THE 

AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT 

SCOPING REPORT 

  



 

 

_________________________________________________ 
Digby Wells & Associates (Pty) Ltd. Co. Reg. No. 1999/05985/07. Fern Isle, Section 10, 359 Pretoria Ave Randburg Private Bag X10046 , 

Randburg, 2125, South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 789 9495, Fax: +27 11 789 9498, info@digbywells.com, www.digbywells.com 

_________________________________________________ 
Directors: AR Wilke, LF Koeslag, PD Tanner (British)*, AJ Reynolds (Chairman) (British)*, J Leaver*, GE Trusler (C.E.O)  

*Non-Executive 
_________________________________________________ 

 

 

Reference no.: SAS1744      Monday, 17 March 2014 

 

Dear Stakeholder 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESSES FOR PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK 4 MINE 
EXPANSION AND PROPOSED POWERLINE, MPULALANGA PROVINCE 

 

Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) on-behalf of Sasol Mining hereby gives notice to Interested and Affected 
Parties (I&APs) of the: 

 Draft Scoping Report (DSR) for public comment; and  

 Invitation to a Public Meeting to be held on Tuesday, 15 April 2014 

 

Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd (Sasol Mining) is planning to extend the existing Syferfontein Mine into the adjacent Block 4 
reserves towards the north-west of the current Syferfontein Mine. As part of this expansion project Sasol Mining 
proposes to undertake the construction of a powerline which will fall within the existing Syferfontein Colliery Mining 
Right Area. Sasol will be applying for a Mining Right in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum Resource 
Development Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002) (MPRDA) to mine the number four lower coal seam in the Syferfontein 
Block 4 coal reserve area. The proposed mining project will also require an Integrated Water Use Licence 
Application (IWULA) in terms of the National Water Act, Act 36 of 1998 (NWA). 

As part of the processes, the following document will be made available for public comment: 

 Draft Scoping Report (DSR) in terms of the MPRDA for public comment from Monday, 24 March 2014 to 
Thursday, 24 April 2014.  

 

You are welcome to review the report and provide comments, which will be considered in the preparation of the 
Final Report. The Report will be available at the following places: 

Person Location Contact 
Printed Copies 

Ms Raffia Fareed Trichardt Library (017) 638 1313 
Ms Agnes Sepuru Evander Public Library (017) 620 6318 
Ms Grace Motha Kinross Public Library (017) 687 0717 

Electronic Copies 
Vanessa Viljoen www.digbywells.com (011) 789 9495 

 Phone and request a CD copy  

Comments on the Reports can be submitted in any of the following ways: 

 Completing a comment sheet; 
 Writing a letter, or producing additional written submissions; or 
 Sending an email or phoning the Stakeholder Engagement office. 

mailto:info@digbywells.com
http://www.digbywells.com/
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Invitation to a Public Meeting 

A Meeting will be held to discuss the Draft Scoping Report.  The details are as follows.  Kindly confirm your 
attendance by no later than Wednesday, 2 April 2014. 

Date Time Meeting Venue 
Tuesday, 15 April 2014 15:00 – 17:00 Public Meeting Multilink Conference Venue (4 Grey 

Street, Trichardt) 
 

Please complete and return the attached comment sheet to Digby Wells to indicate your interest in receiving further 
information regarding the Environmental Authorisation processes. You are also welcome to contact us on 
Tel: 011 789 9495, Fax: 086 583 5715, Postal: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125, Email: 
steve.horak@digbywells.com or vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com. Your input and feedback are highly valued.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Steve Horak 

Stakeholder Engagement Office 

 

Enclosed 

 Comment Sheet 
 Map to Multilink Conference Venue 

mailto:steve.horak@digbywells.com
mailto:vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com
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COMMENT SHEET 
March 2014 

Please provide comments by using the contact details below: 

Return this comment sheet to Steve Horak or Vanessa Viljoen of Digby Wells Environmental: Fax: 
0865835715 or email: steve.horak@digbywells.com, vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com or visit 

www.digbywells.com Postal Address: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125 

Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to receive a CD copy of Draft Scoping Report (DSR)  Yes No 
I will Attend the Public meeting on Tuesday, 15 April 2014 at (Multilink Conference Venue, 4 
Grey Street, Trichardt) from 15:00 – 17:00 Yes No 
 
Please fill in your contact details below for the project database: 

Title and Name:  

Organisation:  

Telephone:  Fax:  

Cellphone:  Email:  

Postal Address: 
 

 

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESSES FOR PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK 4 MINE 

EXPANSION AND THE PROPOSED POWERLINE, MPULALANGA PROVINCE 
 
 
 

mailto:steve.horak@digbywells.com
mailto:vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com
http://www.digbywells.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 

POSTPONEMENT LETTER 

  



 

_________________________________________________ 
Digby Wells and Associates (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (Subsidiary of Digby Wells & Associates (Pty) Ltd). Co. Reg. No. 2010/008577/07. Fern Isle, Section 10, 359 

Pretoria Ave Randburg Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125, South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 789 9495, Fax: +27 11 789 9498, info@digbywells.com, www.digbywells.com 

________________________________________________ 
Directors: A Sing*, AR Wilke, DJ Otto, GB Beringer, LF Koeslag, AJ Reynolds (Chairman) (British)*, J Leaver*, GE Trusler (C.E.O)  

*Non-Executive 
_________________________________________________ 
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Project no.: SAS1744      20 March 2014 

 

Dear Stakeholder 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESSES FOR THE PROPOSED 
SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK 4 MINE EXPANSION AND PROPOSED POWERLINE 

PROJECT, MPUMALANGA PROVINCE 

 Postponement of availability of the Scoping Report for public comment; and  

 Postponement of the Public Meeting to be held on Tuesday, 15 April 2014.  

 

Due to a delay in the Mining Right Application process, availability of the Scoping Report and 
associated public comment period as previously announced has been postponed until further notice. 
The public meeting which would have taken place on 15 April 2014 has also been postponed as a 
result Digby Wells will inform I&APs of the new dates for the public comment period and public 
meeting in due course.  

You are welcome to contact the Stakeholder Engagement Office on Tel: 011 789 9495, Fax: 086 583 
5715, Postal: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125, Email: steve.horak@digbywells.com or 
vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com should you require further information.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Steve Horak 

Stakeholder Engagement Office 
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Digby Wells & Associates (Pty) Ltd. Co. Reg. No. 1999/05985/07. Fern Isle, Section 10, 359 Pretoria Ave Randburg Private Bag X10046, 

Randburg, 2125, South Africa 
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_________________________________________________ 
Directors: A Sing*, AR Wilke, DJ Otto, GB Beringer, LF Koeslag, AJ Reynolds (Chairman) (British)*, J Leaver*, GE Trusler (C.E.O)  

*Non-Executive 
_________________________________________________ 

 

 

Project reference no.: SAS1744      Tuesday, 5 August 2014 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESS FOR PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK IV MINE 
EXPANSION AND PROPOSED POWERLINE, MPULALANGA PROVINCE 

DMR reference: MP 30/5/1/2/2/10096 MR 

Dear Stakeholder, 

 

A letter dated 20 March 2014 informed stakeholders that there would be a postponement in the availability of the 
Draft Scoping Report (DSR) and of the associated Public Meeting (please see the attached letter).  Digby Wells 
Environmental (Digby Wells) on-behalf of Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd (Sasol Mining) hereby gives notice to Interested 
and Affected Parties (I&APs) that the following: 

 Draft Scoping Report (DSR) is now available for public comment; and  

 A Public Meeting is to be held on Wednesday, 27 August 2014. 

Sasol Mining is planning to extend the existing Syferfontein Mine into the adjacent Block 4 reserves towards the 
north-west of the current Syferfontein Mine. As part of this expansion project Sasol Mining was proposing to 
undertake the construction of a powerline which would have fallen within the existing Syferfontein Colliery Mining 
Right Area. This powerline is no longer needed as the existing powerline will be sufficient to provide power to the 
proposed expansion project.  Sasol Mining has applied to the Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) for a Mining 
Right on 26 June 2014 in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum Resource Development Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002) 
(MPRDA) for the mining of number four lower coal seam in the Syferfontein Block IV coal reserve area. The 
proposed mining project will also require an Integrated Water Use Licence Application (IWULA) to the Department 
of Water Affairs (DWA) in terms of the National Water Act, Act 36 of 1998 (NWA). 

As part of the processes, the Scoping Report will be made available for public comment from Tuesday, 12 August 
to Wednesday, 10 September 2014.  

You are welcome to review the report and provide comments, which will be considered in the preparation of the 
Final Report. The Report will be available at the following places: 

Person Location Contact 
Printed Copies 

Ms Raffia Fareed Trichardt Library (017) 638 1313 
Ms Agnes Sepuru Evander Public Library (017) 620 6318 
Ms Grace Motha Kinross Public Library (017) 687 0717 

Electronic Copies 
Vanessa Viljoen www.digbywells.com (under Public Documents) (011) 789 9495 

Phone and request a CD copy 
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Comments on the Reports can be submitted in any of the following ways 

 Completing a comment sheet; 
 Writing a letter, or producing additional written submissions;  
 Providing comments at the Public Meeting; or 
 Sending an email or phoning the Stakeholder Engagement office. 

Invitation to a Public Meeting 

A Meeting will be held to discuss the Scoping Report.  The details are as follows.  Kindly confirm your attendance 
by no later than Tuesday, 19 August 2014. 

Date Time Meeting Venue 
Wednesday, 27 August 2014 15:00 – 17:00 Public Meeting Multilink Conference Venue (4 Grey 

Street, Trichardt) 

Please complete and return the attached comment sheet to Digby Wells to indicate your interest in receiving further 
information regarding the Environmental Authorisation processes. You are also welcome to contact us on 
Tel: 011 789 9495, Fax: 086 583 5715, Postal: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125, Email: 
steve.horak@digbywells.com or vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com. Your input and feedback are highly valued.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Steve Horak 

Steve Horak 

Stakeholder Engagement Office 

 

Enclosed 

 Digby Wells letter dated 20 March 2014 

 Comment Sheet 
 Map to Multilink Conference Venue 

mailto:steve.horak@digbywells.com
mailto:vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com
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COMMENT SHEET 
August 2014 

Please provide comments for Sasol Syferfontein Expansion project using the contact details below: 

Return this comment sheet to Steve Horak or Vanessa Viljoen of Digby Wells Environmental: Fax Number: 
086 583 5715 or email: steve.horak@digbywells.com / vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com or visit 
www.digbywells.com Postal Address: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125 

 

Please formally register me as an interested and affected party (I&AP) and provide further 
information and notifications during the EIA process. Yes No 

I would like to receive my notifications by: Email Post Fax 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to receive a CD copy of Draft Scoping Report (DSR)  Yes No 
I will attend the Public meeting on Wednesday, 27 August 2014 at Multilink Conference 
Venue (4 Grey Street, Trichardt) from 15:00 – 17:00 Yes No 
 
 
Please fill in your contact details below for the project database: 

Title and Name:  

Organisation:  

Telephone:  Fax:  

Cellphone:  Email:  

Postal Address: 
 

 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESSFOR PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK 4 MINE 

EXPANSION AND THE PROPOSED POWERLINE, MPULALANGA PROVINCE 
DMR REFERENCE: MP 30/5/1/2/2/10096 MR 
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Trichardt

To Evander

To Kinross

To Bethal

Map to Multilink Conference Venue 

Flashing 
robot

Traffic Light

Stop Sign

Secunda

Trichardt

4 Grey Street, Trichardt

GPS Coordinates:       
S 26°29.363’               
E 29°13.418’

To Sasol
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Digby Wells project reference no.: SAS1744   Wednesday, 17 September 2014 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESS FOR THE PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK IV 
MINE EXPANSION, MPULALANGA PROVINCE 

DMR reference: MP 30/5/1/2/2/10096 MR 

Dear Stakeholder, 

 

Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) on-behalf of Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd (Sasol Mining) hereby 
gives notice to Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) that the following: 

 

 The Final Scoping Report (FSR) is now available for public comment 
Sasol Mining is planning to extend the existing Syferfontein Mine into the adjacent Block 4 reserves 
towards the north-west of the current Syferfontein Mine. Sasol Mining has applied to the Department of 
Mineral Resources (DMR) for a Mining Right on 26 June 2014 in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum 
Resource Development Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002) (MPRDA) for the mining of number four lower coal 
seam in the Syferfontein Block IV coal reserve area. The proposed mining project will also require an 
Integrated Water Use Licence Application (IWULA) to the Department of Water Affairs (DWA) in terms of 
the National Water Act, Act 36 of 1998 (NWA). 

As part of the processes, the Final Scoping Report will be made available for public comment from 
Wednesday, 17 September to Wednesday, 8 October 2014.  

You are welcome to review the report and provide comments, which will be considered in the preparation 
of the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report. The Report will be available at the following 
places: 

Person Location Contact 
Electronic Copies 

Vanessa Viljoen www.digbywells.com (under Public Documents) (011) 789 9495 
Phone and request a CD copy 

 

Comments on the Reports can be submitted in any of the following ways 

 Completing a comment sheet; 
 Writing a letter, or producing additional written submissions;  
 Providing comments at the Public Meeting; or 
 Sending an email or phoning the Stakeholder Engagement office. 

mailto:info@digbywells.com
http://www.digbywells.com/
http://www.digbywells.com/
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Please complete and return the attached comment sheet to Digby Wells before the Wednesday 8 of 
October 2014 to indicate your interest in receiving further information regarding the Environmental 
Authorisation processes. You are also welcome to contact us on Tel: 011 789 9495, Fax: 086 583 5715, 
Postal: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125, Email: steve.horak@digbywells.com or 
vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com. Your input and feedback are highly valued.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
Steve Horak 

Stakeholder Engagement Office 

 

Enclosed 

 Comment Sheet 

mailto:steve.horak@digbywells.com
mailto:vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com
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COMMENT SHEET 
September 2014 

Please provide comments for Sasol Syferfontein Block 4 Expansion project using the contact details below: 

Return this comment sheet to Steve Horak or Vanessa Viljoen of Digby Wells Environmental: Fax Number: 
086 583 5715 or email: steve.horak@digbywells.com / vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com or visit 
www.digbywells.com Postal Address: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125 

 

Please formally register me as an interested and affected party (I&AP) and provide further 
information and notifications during the EIA process. Yes No 

I would like to receive my notifications by: Email Post Fax 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please fill in your contact details below for the project database: 

Title and Name:  

Organisation:  

Telephone:  Fax:  

Cellphone:  Email:  

Postal Address: 
 

 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESS FOR THE PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK 4 MINE 

EXPANSION, MPULALANGA PROVINCE 
DMR REFERENCE: MP 30/5/1/2/2/10096 MR 
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COMMENT RAISED CONTRIBUTOR ORGANISATION/ 
COMMUNITY DATE METHOD RESPONSE 

1. AIR QUALITY 
Did you look at the impacts of the 
ventilation shafts? 

Francois Viljoen  Wildebeesfontein 
122 portions 11 and 
22 

3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting 

Yes, dust impacts have been considered 
and will be mitigated by dust suppression. 

Under specialist studies air quality 
studies was left out. Prefer to be 
included. 

Dan Hlanyane Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

26 February 
2014 

Written 
Comment 

An Air Quality impact assessment report 
was undertaken and is included in 
Appendix B of the Final EIA report.  

2. SURFACE WATER 
What will the impact be on water? Francois Viljoen  Wildebeesfontein 

122 portions 11 and 
22 

3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

The impact will depended on the 
groundwater drawdown cone and this will 
be determined by the amount of 
dewatering that will be required.   

The development will be affecting the 
perennial stream, since the will be 
development will be crossing streams. 

Dan Hlanyane Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

26 February 
2014 

Written 
Comment 

A Surface Water Study was undertaken 
and is included in Appendix B of the EIA 
report.  

3. GROUND WATER 
What is meant by dewatering? Nelius Greyling CJ Greyling & 

Vennote 
3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

If there is subsidence it means that the 
ground on the surface collapse due to the 
underground workings. The risk is that the 
underground water in the mine is then 
exposed to oxygen which in turn could 
result in Acid Mine Drainage (AMD). 

When will the groundwater be 
monitored? 

Francois Viljoen  Wildebeesfontein 
122 portions 11 and 
22 

3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting 

Groundwater monitoring is continuous 
throughout the life of mine. Before mining 
takes place all boreholes will be 
monitored. 

What will the impact be on our 
boreholes, and what compensation will 
there be if our water is affected? 

Francois Viljoen  Wildebeesfontein 
122 portions 11 and 
22 

3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting 

Sasol will enter into an agreement with 
the affected landowner in terms of 
compensation for the loss of water. This 
will be done on an individual basis. 

There are 6 boreholes that have been 
missed. 

Francois Viljoen  Wildebeesfontein 
122 portions 11 and 
22 

3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

One needs to understand that for the 
geohydrological study not all the 
boreholes are monitored for the 
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COMMENT RAISED CONTRIBUTOR ORGANISATION/ 
COMMUNITY DATE METHOD RESPONSE 

development of the groundwater model. 
However Sasol will monitor all boreholes 
before mining takes place. 

Where will the water that has been 
pumped form the underground working 
be stored, above or below ground? 

Hennie Marais Landowner  3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

The water will be stored in the existing 
dams at the Syferfontein operations 
above ground. 

We would like the borehole information 
reports so that the people in the future 
know what the water situation on the 
farm was before mining took place. 

Nicol de Vos Vosstoffel (Pty) Ltd 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

Sasol will provide people with all the 
information/reports upon request. 

From the mining activities it was said 
that 700 000 litres a day is pumped out 
of the mine to dewater the mine. This 
will remove the borehole water which is 
being used by the farmers.   

Nicol de Vos Vosstoffel (Pty) Ltd 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

If a farmer loses his groundwater due to 
mining activities Sasol will enter into an 
agreement with the farmer for 
compensation or providing an alternative 
source of water. 

My water has been impacted by the 
mine and Sasol indicated that it is not 
due to mining since the borehole is 
situated 900m from the mine. 

Francois Viljoen  Wildebeesfontein 
122 portions 11 and 
22 
 

3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting 

An assessment will be done. Sasol has 
set up a meeting with the landowner to 
further investigate this matter. 

In dry years the lack of water is going to 
be a bigger problem. 

Francois Viljoen  Wildebeesfontein 
122 portions 11 and 
22 
 

3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting 

The comment is noted. 

If they mine my water away how long 
will Sasol provide water for? 

Nico du Rand Landowner 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

Sasol will provide a water truck until an 
investigation can be undertaken. If Sasol 
affects the water they provide alternative 
water free of charge until water resource 
recovers naturally. 

Our biggest concern is our groundwater.  
Our water table is already affected by 
the drought. In the presentation you 
must please add details about the dyke. 

Hennie Marais Landowner 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

Sasol will arrange a meeting with the 
landowners and have a hydrogeologist 
present provide more details about the 
water situation. 

Not only will the boreholes be affected 
but also the dry land crops due to the 

Johan Barnard Landowner 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

Sasol will arrange a meeting with the 
landowners and have a hydrogeologist 
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lowering of the water table. present provide more details about the 
water situation. 

What if my boreholes are polluted, what 
will be done and what are my rights? 

Tommie Charter Landowner 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

An assessment will be undertaken in 
consultation with the affected landowner, 
Sasol will compensate for any losses or 
the needed corrective actions will be 
undertaken in terms of an agreement with 
the landowner. 

I would like to be informed on how the 
expansion is going to affect my water 
supply. I have questioned officials from 
Sasol in the past about my lowered 
water levels and I have not been 
compensated for this. I would like to 
know how I would be compensated or 
provided with an alternative water 
source should the mining take place. 
This issue affects both the properties of 
JC Van der Walt and T Kruger, 
Wildebeesfontein. 

Francois Viljoen Landowner 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

An assessment will be undertaken in 
consultation with the affected landowner, 
Sasol will compensate for any losses or 
the needed corrective actions will be 
undertaken in terms of an agreement with 
the landowner. 

If water on the farm Wildebeesfontein 
122 gets cut off due to mine activities 
will Sasol mine compensate us? 

JG Taljardt  Wildebeesfontein  February 
2015   

Registration 
and Comment 
Sheet 

An assessment will be undertaken and in 
consultation with the affected landowner, 
Sasol will compensate for any losses or 
the needed corrective actions will be 
undertaken in terms of an agreement. 

If there is water pollution will we be 
compensated? 

JG Taljardt  Wildebeesfontein  February 
2015   

Registration 
and Comment 
Sheet 

The EMP provides mitigation measures 
by which Sasol can manage water 
pollution and these measures will be 
legally binding. 

What will happen to my borehole if it 
dries up due to mining, and who is 
responsible? 

Nico  27 August 
2014 

Public Meeting  - 
Multilink 
Conference 
Venue 

Sasol makes the commitment to replace 
any borehole water that might be lost and 
at the same quality. 

I would like to bring the following under 
your attention:  Boreholes on the farm.  

J G Taljaard Owner of the farm 
Wildebeesfontein 

14 
September 

Written 
Comment 

Sasol will replace any water which might 
be lost due to mining. 
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Are you going to supply us with water if 
you are pumping cement into  the water 
veins under ground 

2014 

We already had a few incidents with the 
boreholes and nobody wanted to help 
us with this problem. 

J G Taljaard Owner of the farm 
Wildebeesfontein 

14 
September 
2014 

Written 
Comment 

Sasol will replace any water which might 
be lost due to mining. 

Indicated that he is concerned about his 
ground water, he has a strong borehole 
that if this is affected this would 
influence his farming activities wants the 
assurance from Sasol that they will not 
impact his borehole 

Robert Schwartz Rietfontein 100 IS 
Portion 7 

28 August 
2014  

Telephonic 
Consultation  

Sasol will replace any water which might 
be lost due to mining. 

4. HEALTH 
The development is close to the Kinross 
community, therefore it will results to 
health implications (dust, noise and 
blasting). 

Dan Hlanyane Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

26 February 
2014 

Written 
Comment 

A Social Impact Assessment (SIA) formed 
part of the EIA and is included in 
Appendix B of the EIA report. The SIA 
assessed potential impacts the proposed 
operation will have on nearby 
communities.  

5. SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT  
Govan Mbeki has new legislation and a 
Land Management System. Sasol will 
need to comply with this legislation 
which covers infrastructure such as the 
ventilation shafts.  Do the EIA reports 
cover this new legislation? 

Ignatius Mathebula Govan Mbeki 
Municipality  

3 March 
2015 

Public 
Meeting, 

The EIA did consider the Govan Mbeki Spatial 
Development Framework and also considered 
the ventilation shafts as part of the studies 
undertaken. 

The municipality has just developed a new 
Spatial Development Framework (in 
February) which I think is an important 
document to take note of. The specific area 
and locality falls within a zone called “the 
zone of urban Influence” and is important 
that we just if need be take note of this. The 
document is on the website. The 

Nick Van Der Merwe  Goven Mbeki 
Municipality  
Department of Planning 
and Development 

27 August 
2014 

Public Meeting  - 
Multilink 
Conference 
Venue 

The SDF was taken into consideration as part 
of the SIA which is included in Appendix B of 
the EIA report.  



 

COMMENT AND RESPONSE REPORT 
 

SAS1744: COMMENT AND RESPONSE REPORT 5  
 

COMMENT RAISED CONTRIBUTOR ORGANISATION/ 
COMMUNITY DATE METHOD RESPONSE 

documentation that has been seen from you 
up until now has not taken this into 
cognizance.  

6. BLASTING 
Monitoring means nothing.  Sasol needs 
to sit down with the farmers and put 
measures in place before damage to 
structures happens; we want to know 
about compensation before something 
goes wrong. 

Francois Viljoen  Wildebeesfontein 
122 portions 11 and 
22 

3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting 

If structures are damaged, Sasol must 
take corrective actions. There are mining 
regulations which determine where you 
may undermine and these regulations 
have safety standards that are applicable 
for undermining structures and water 
courses. 

The development may results in 
cracking of houses, due to the proximity 
of the boundary and the methodology of 
the mine (using the underground board 
and pillar mining method). 

Dan Hlanyane Gert Sibande District 
Municipality 

26 February 
2014 

Written 
Comment 

Mining will not occur beneath any housing 
development.   

Any damages on houses and the 
outside buildings.  If they are cracking 
because of the mining activities under 
ground.  These houses are there since 
1904 (Nineteen hundred and four) 

J G Taljaard Owner of the farm 
Wildebeesfontein 

14 
September 
2014 

Written 
Comment 

Sasol will repair any houses which have 
been damaged due to mining activities.  

7. INFRASTRUCTURE  
Where will the ventilation shafts be? 
You are saying proposed. We need to 
be consulted on the final positions. 

Nicol de Vos Vosstoffel (Pty) Ltd 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting 

At this stage the vent shafts positions are 
proposed. When more detailed mine 
design is undertaken positions of the vent 
shafts will be confirmed and affected 
landowners will be consulted. 

What will the positions of the ventilation 
shafts be? I need a map and I need to 
be consulted. What if I object to where 
they want to put the ventilation shafts? 
What are my rights? 

Tommie Charter Landowner 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting 

The proposed positioning of the vent 
shafts were indicated on the map. Sasol 
will consult with affected landowners 
before anything is done on private 
property. 

Please email me the locality sketch to 
see the position of the mine in relation 

Jan Oliver Statutory Control 
Section 

22 
September 

Email  The map was emailed as requested.  
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COMMUNITY DATE METHOD RESPONSE 

to nearby roads. The South African 
National Road 
Agency SOC Limited 

2014  

I have read through all the 
documentation and have not found any 
mention of above-ground buildings that 
might be constructed for this project. 
Am I to assume that none will be 
undertaken? 

Paul Andrews Portion 14, farm 
Wildebeesfontein 
122 

3 October 
2014  

Email  This is correct, there will not be any 
surface infrastructure other than 2 small 
ventilation shafts. 

8. SUBSIDENCE  
What is meant by subsidence? 
 

Nelius Greyling CJ Greyling & 
Vennote 

3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

If there is subsidence it means that the 
ground on the surface collapse due to the 
underground workings. The risk is that the 
underground water in the mine is then 
exposed to oxygen which in turn could 
result in Acid Mine Drainage (AMD). 

Why is the subsidence monitoring only 
going to be done annually? 

Sebastian Crous  Isibonelo Colliery 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

The reason is that subsidence takes a 
long time to occur and takes place over 
years and therefore annual monitoring is 
sufficient. 

How much subsidence has there been 
in the area? 

Sebastian Crous Isibonelo Colliery 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

No subsidence has taken place at 
Syferfontein. 

If there is subsidence and damage to 
buildings as a result of the mining who 
will solve the problem?  

JG Taljardt  Wildebeesfontein  February 
2015   

Registration 
and Comment 
Sheet  

Sasol will compensate landowners for 
buildings which might be damaged 
through mining activities. 

9. MONITORING  
Sasol will do all the monitoring; how do 
we know that the results are accurate? 

Nicol de Vos Vosstoffel (Pty) Ltd 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting 

The monitoring data is also submitted to 
the relevant authorities. Sasol have also 
in the past appointed an independent 
company to do monitoring tests on behalf 
of a landowner and Sasol has paid for the 
independent monitoring report. 
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10. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  
Impact ratings need to be done before 
and after mining. 

Nelius Greyling CJ Greyling & 
Vennote 

3 March 
2015  

Landowner 
Meeting 

Impact Ratings are done, before mining, 
and after mitigation measures. The detail 
can be found in the EIA report. 

Was Isibonelo workings taken into 
account by the EIA? 

Kennith Mokoena Anglo American 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

Yes, the Isibonelo workings were taken 
into consideration as part of the EIA. 

We do not like words like if, might and 
could; we want more certainty on issues 
in the EIA/EMP. 

Nicol de Vos Vosstoffel (Pty) Ltd 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

The language of an EIA uses these terms 
as it is not certain that the impacts will 
occur. Through studies completed by 
specialists a fairly accurate understanding 
of anticipated impacts is developed and 
mitigation measures are developed 
accordingly. 

Do you have a rehabilitation plan for 
closure? 

Ignatius Mathebula Govan Mbeki 
Municipality  

3 March 
2015 

Public Meeting Yes, there are a rehabilitation plans for 
the ventilation shafts which are structures 
above ground and there is a rehabilitation 
plan for the mine. 

Who will compensate for the 
environmental damage?  

JG Taljardt  Wildebeesfontein  February 
2015  

Registration 
and comment 
sheet  

The EMP provides mitigation measures 
that will limit environmental damage. The 
mine is also an underground mine which 
means that above ground environmental 
impacts are restricted to the two 
ventilation shafts. 

Land use application is required for the 
Mining (Mining and quarrying) and 
Power line (Utility). 

Kamesh Rohan Govan Mbeki 
Municipality 

3 March 
2014 

Written 
Comment 

The powerline will be constructed on an 
existing mining right area. Sasol is in the 
process of applying for the mining right 
and all applicable rights associated with 
this mining right application will be 
included. 

Bird Life South Africa only registers for 
and comments on applications that fall 
within or adjacent to Important Bird and 
Biodiversity Areas (IBAs), or for very 
large projects that could have a 

Simon Gear Birdlife South Africa 25 March 
2014 

Written 
Comment 

Thank you for the comment, as the mine 
is an underground mine we do not foresee 
any impacts on birds.  
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significant impact on birds. As this 
project does not meet these criteria, we 
hereby decline your invitation to register 
and comment during the EIA process. 
However, should your avifaunal 
specialists have any concerns or 
queries, please encourage them to 
contact us. 
 
More information on IBAs can be 
sourced at 
http://www.birdlife.org.za/conservation/ib
a/iba-directory and I have attached our 
guideline for accessing avian data for 
EIA reports. 
There are many graves on the farm of 
former workers, which we cannot say 
where they are living now. 

J G Taljaard Owner of the farm 
Windebeestfontein 
122 IS Portion 5 

14 
September 
2014 

Written 
Comment 

As the mine will be an underground mine 
we do not foresee any impacts on graves.  

Sinkholes.  Where you are mining are 
you going to pay for those damages that 
occur as a result of underground mining 
of the farm 

J G Taljaard Owner of the farm 
Windebeestfontein 
122 IS Portion 5 

14 
September 
2014 

Written 
Comment 

Sasol will repair any damage to structures 
which occur as a result of mining.  

11. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
What is the roll of the Department of 
Agriculture in this process? 

Nelius Greyling CJ Greyling & 
Vennote 

3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting, 

The Department of Agriculture has been 
requested to comment on the 
documentation via the Public Participation 
Process. 

Did you get any comment from the 
Department of Agriculture? 

Nelius Greyling CJ Greyling & 
Vennote 

3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting 

No comment was received from them yet. 

We need a dedicated contact person at 
Sasol to deal with issues. 

Nicol du Rand Landowner 3 March 
2015 

Landowner 
Meeting 

Sasol indicated that Jacques du Plessis at 
the Sasol Mining rights and Properties 
Department located in Trichardt would be 
the relevant contact person.  The contact 
number is 017 614 8020. 
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Are there any informal settlements 
within the project area? 

Ignatius Mathebula Govan Mbeki 
Municipality  

3 March 
2015 

Public 
Meeting, 

The informal settlements identified fall 
outside of the project area. 

Please can you reply to these questions 
in writing?  

JG Taljardt  Wildebeesfontein  February 
2015   

Registration 
and Comment 
Sheet 

The questions are captured and 
responded to in this Comment and 
Response Report which is a public 
document. 

The location of this project is outside of 
our programme focal area and we thus 
have no local standing with regard to 
this application. 
 
Kindly remove us from the mailing list 
for this particular project. 
 
We do advise that you contact EWT and 
BLSA in the event that they have an 
interest in this application. 

Angus Burns Manager WWF-SA 
Grasslands 
Progremme 

25 February 
2014 

Written 
Comment 

Thank you for your comment. WWF-SA 
has been removed from the database as 
requested.  EWT and Birdlife SA are both 
on the stakeholder database. 

Can you perhaps clarify that we are now in 
the scoping phase and there will be another 
round of reports available to the public to 
make comments.  

Bheki Mdawe Sasol 27 August 
2014 

Public Meeting  - 
Multilink 
Conference 
Venue 

Correct. Once the comments on the Draft 
Scoping Report have been finalsed a Final 
Scoping Report will be compiled and will be 
submitted to the authorities for a decision of 
whether the project can proceed into the EIA 
phase. From there specialist studies will be 
written up forming part of the Draft EIA Report 
(DEIAR) which is submitted into the public 
domain for a period of 30 days where people 
have a further opportunity to comment on 
these documents before the Final EIA Report 
(FEIAR) is submitted to the authorities for 
decision. 

Between Kinross and Trichardts there is a 
rural community.  Is this community inside or 
outside the project area? 

Nick Van Der Merwe  Goven Mbeki 
Municipality  
Department of Planning 
and Development 

27 August 
2014 

Public Meeting  - 
Multilink 
Conference 
Venue 

This falls outside of the project area.  

Please give me feedback on all my issues 
raised. 

J G Taljaard Owner of the farm 
Windebeestfontein 

14 
September 

Written 
Comment 

Feedback is provided in the CRR.  
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122 IS Portion 5 2014 
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATION 
PROCESS BEING UNDERTAKEN BY 
DIGBY WELLS ON BEHALF OF SASOL 
MINING (PTY) LTD IN RESPECT OF  THE 
PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK IV 
MINE EXPANSION, MPUMALANGA  
PROVINCE  
 
We act as attorneys for Mr Neluis Greyling 
(hereafter referred to as our client) a 
registered interested and affected party in 
respect of the environmental authorization 
process, as referred to in the preamble of 
this letter.  
 
We refer to the final Scoping Report which 
was made availiable for inspection and 
comment until 9 October 2014.  
 
We have received instructions from our 
client to consider any documents which are 
prepared in respect of the above mentioned 
environmental authorization process and 
accordingly we request that we are furnished 
with the relevant notices pertaining to any 
submissions and/ or documents which are 
available for inspection and comment, by 
registered interested and affected parties  
 

Travis Baikie  
Ivan Pauw & 
Partners  

Attorneys for Mr 
Nelius Greyling  

10 November  
2014  

Written 
Comment  

Thank you for your email we will register you 
as an I&AP accordingly. 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATION 
PROCESS BEING UNDERTAKEN BY 
DIGBY WELLS ON BEHALF OF SASOL 
MINING (PTY) LTD IN RESPECT OF  THE 
PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK IV 
MINE EXPANSION, MPUMALANGA  
PROVINCE  
 
We refer to our letter of 10 November 2014 

Travis Baikie  
Ivan Pauw & 
Partners  

Attorneys for Mr 
Nelius Greyling  

12 December 
2014  

Written 
Comment  

Thank your for your letters dated 10 November 
and 12 December 2014. 
 
We will of course ensure that as 
communications and comments are released 
into the public domain, you and your clients 
will receive copies of this documentation as 
registered I&APs. 
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addressed for your attention, in respect of 
the matter as referred to in the preamble of 
this letter.  
 
We kindly request that you advise the status 
of the abovementioned matter and further 
when you intend circulating further 
documents for our clients consideration and 
comment.  

12. MINING RIGHTS  
Wanted to know about how the process 
worked whether the mineral rights will be 
bought from the farmer.  

Anton Engelbrecht 
" 

Anton Engelbrecht 
Boerdery (Pty) Ltd 
Wildebeestfontein 
122 IS Portion 13 

28 August 
2014  

Telephonic 
Consultation  

The mineral rights belong to the state and 
Sasol has the prospecting rights for the 
properties and Sasol has now applied for the 
mining rights. Before 2009 the rights belonged 
to the land owner but now they belong to the 
state.  

Wanted an explanation of how the mining 
right would be secured.  

Basil Plastzky 
 

Kinross Farms (Pty) 
Ltd 
Zondagsfontein 124 
IS Portion 10 

28 August 
2014  

Telephonic 
Consultation  

The mineral rights belong to the state and 
Sasol has the prospecting rights for the 
properties and Sasol has now applied for the 
mining rights. 

13. NO OBJECTION TO THE PROJECT  
Indicated that he would have no objection to 
the mining proceeding as he only owns 
100ha. 

Basil Plastzky 
 

Kinross Farms (Pty) 
Ltd 
Zondagsfontein 124 
IS Portion 10 

28 August 
2014  

Telephonic 
Consultation  

Thank you for the comment the comment is 
noted. 

Indicated that he had no objection to the 
mining and he was aware that Sasol wanted 
to start development in this area. 

Lukas JB Potgieter Zondagsfontein 124 
IS Portion 2 

28 August 
2014  

Telephonic 
Consultation  

Thank you for the comment the comment is 
noted.  

Indicated that he wants nothing to do with 
Sasol as he tried to get onto the vendor list 
and was refused. He objects to the fact that 
Sasol now want to speak to him. Indicated 
that Digby Wells should tell Sasol that he 
does not want to speak to them.   

Kosie van der 
Merwe 

Wildebeestfontein 
122 IS Portion 6 

28 August 
2014  

Telephonic 
Consultation  

The information has been provided to Sasol.  

Understands that mining will not take place 
on his properties and at this stage has no 

Thianne 
Volschenck 

Wildebeestfontein 
122 IS Portion 4 

28 August 
2014  

Telephonic 
Consultation  

It will need to be confirmed that there will be 
no mining on his property.  
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objections to the project. Volschenk Familie 
Trust" 

Is aware that it will be an underground mine 
and therefore does not have a problem with 
the proposed mining. 

Taljaard Jacobus 
Abraham 

Wildebeestfontein 
122 IS Portion 15 

28 August 
2014  

Telephonic 
Consultation  

Thank you for the comment the comment is 
noted.  

14. General  
Is there a possibility they can buy the farms 
out? 

Melani 
Heymans  

Highveld bargains 
and Deals 

February 
2015 

Registration and 
Comment Sheet  

This would be negotiated between Sasol and 
the applicable landowner and would not form 
part of the EIA process currently underway. 
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Project reference no.: SAS1744      03 February 2015  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESS FOR PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK IV MINE 
EXPANSION AND PROPOSED POWERLINE, MPULALANGA PROVINCE 

DMR reference: MP 30/5/1/2/2/10096 MR 

Dear Stakeholder, 

 

Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) on-behalf of Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd (Sasol Mining) hereby gives notice to 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) that the following: 

 Draft Environmental Impact Assessment and Environmental Management Plan Report (DEIA/EMPR) 
is now available for public comment; and  

 A Public Meeting is to be held on Tuesday, 3 March 2015. 

Sasol Mining is planning to extend the existing Syferfontein Mine into the adjacent Block 4 reserves towards the 
north-west of the current Syferfontein Mine. Sasol Mining has applied to the Department of Mineral Resources 
(DMR) for a Mining Right on 26 June 2014 in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum Resource Development Act, 
2002 (Act 28 of 2002) (MPRDA) for the mining of number four lower coal seam in the Syferfontein Block IV coal 
reserve area. The proposed mining project will also require an Integrated Water Use Licence Application (IWULA) 
to the Department of Water Affairs (DWA) in terms of the National Water Act, Act 36 of 1998 (NWA). 

As part of the processes, the Scoping Report will be made available for public comment from Wednesday, 4 
February to Thursday, 11 March 2014.  

You are welcome to review the report and provide comments, which will be considered in the preparation of the 
Final Report. The Report will be available at the following places: 

Person Location Contact 
Printed Copies 

Ms Raffia Fareed Trichardt Library (017) 638 1313 
Ms Agnes Sepuru Evander Public Library (017) 620 6318 
Ms Grace Motha Kinross Public Library (017) 687 0717 

Electronic Copies 
Vanessa Viljoen www.digbywells.com (under Public Documents) (011) 789 9495 

Phone and request a CD copy 

Comments on the Reports can be submitted in any of the following ways 

 Completing a comment sheet; 
 Writing a letter,  
 Providing comments at the Public Meeting;  
 Sending an email; or  
 Phoning the Stakeholder Engagement office. 

 

mailto:info@digbywells.com
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COMMENT SHEET 
January 2015 

Please provide comments by using the contact details below: 

Return this comment sheet to Steve Horak or Vanessa Viljoen of Digby Wells Environmental: Fax: 
0865835715 or email: steve.horak@digbywells.com, vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com or visit 

www.digbywells.com Postal Address: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125 

Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to receive a CD copy of the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment and 
Environmental Management Plan Report (DEIA/EMPR) Yes  

I will Attend the Public meeting on Tuesday, 3 March 2015 at (Multilink Conference Venue, 4 
Grey Street, Trichardt) from 15:00 – 17:00 Yes  
 
Please fill in your contact details below for the project database: 

Title and Name:  

Organisation:  

Telephone:  Fax:  

Cellphone:  Email:  

Postal Address: 
 

 

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESSES FOR PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN BLOCK 4 MINE 

EXPANSION AND THE PROPOSED POWERLINE, MPULALANGA PROVINCE 
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2 

 

 

Invitation to a Public Meeting 

A Meeting will be held to discuss the DEIA/EMPR.  The details are as follows.  Kindly confirm your attendance by 
no later than Tuesday, 24 February 2015. 

Date Time Meeting Venue 
Tuesday, 3 March 2015 15:00 – 17:00 Public Meeting Multilink Conference Venue (4 Grey 

Street, Trichardt) 

Please complete and return the attached comment sheet to Digby Wells to indicate your interest in receiving further 
information regarding the Environmental Authorisation processes. You are also welcome to contact us on 
Tel: 011 789 9495, Fax: 086 583 5715, Postal: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125, Email: 
steve.horak@digbywells.com or vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com. Your input and feedback are highly valued.  

 

Yours sincerely 

Horak 

Steve Horak 

Stakeholder 

Engagement Office 

 

Enclosed 

 Comment Sheet 
 Map to Multilink Conference Venue 

mailto:steve.horak@digbywells.com
mailto:vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com
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 9 April 2015  
ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESS FOR THE PROPOSED SYFERFONTEIN 

BLOCK IV MINE EXPANSION, MPUMALANGA PROVINCE 
 

DMR REFERENCE: MP 30/5/1/2/2/10096 MR 

 

Dear Stakeholder, 

Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd (Sasol Mining) is planning to extend the existing Syferfontein Mine 
into the adjacent Block IV reserves towards the north-west of the current Syferfontein Mine. 
Sasol Mining applied to the Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) on 26 June 2014 for a 
Mining Right, in terms of the Minerals and Petroleum Resource Development Act, 2002 (Act 
28 of 2002) (MPRDA), to mine this coal reserve. 

Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) on behalf of Sasol Mining hereby gives notice to 
Interested and Affected Parties of availability of the Final Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report and Environmental Management Programme for a comment period of 21 days, 
ending 30 April 2015. These reports are available on the Digby Wells Environmental website 
www.digbywells.com under Public Documents.   

Comments on the reports can be submitted directly to the Regional Manager, Department of 
Mineral Resources, using any of the contact details below. 

By Post: Private Bag X7279, Emalahleni, 1035  

By Hand: Province Building, Cnr Botha Ave and Paul Kruger Street, Emalahleni  

By Fax: (013) 690 3288 

Please use the DMR reference: MP 30/5/1/2/2/10096 MR on all correspondence and copy 
Digby Wells in using contact details provided below.  

Fax: 086 583 5715; Postal: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125; Email: 
steve.horak@digbywells.com or vanessa.viljoen@digbywells.com.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Steve Horak 

Stakeholder Engagement Office 

mailto:info@digbywells.com
http://www.digbywells.com/
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