
Public Participation Report - 0071 Metsimatala 150 MW CSP Facility, Northern Cape Province 

81 
 

Tel:  +27 51 436 0793| Fax:  +27 53 436 0791| E-mail: rikus@enviroworks.co.za

Postal Address: Suite 116, Private Bag X01, Brandhof, 9324 | Physical Address: 5 Walter Sisulu 

Street; Universitas; Bloemfontein; 9301 
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3. Rete Property Development and Roads  Tebogo Maake 
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4. Community member  Benjamin Kolberg 

 

INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY (I&AP) REGISTRATION FORM: 

To participate in this public participation process, please complete the following information and 

FAX or EMAIL it back to the Environmental Assessment Practitioner using the contact details at 

the bottom of the page. 

 
Name Benjamin Kolberg 

Organization Community member 

Telephone  None 

Fax None 

Cell 076 298 5084 

Postal Address Did not provide 

 

Physical Address Did not provide 

 

Email Indicated that he would send me an email to provide his email address 

benjamink@webmail.co.za 

Comments: Contacted me telephonically on 25 April 2016 and informed me that a 

community meeting was held with the Counsellor of Ward 3 who has requested a meeting 

with us to discuss future opportunities and job creation of the project. 

 

 

 

Preferred method of report receipt (Please tick) 

Email  Web  

Electronic CD  Hard Copy  
 

Upon submission of the registration form to Enviroworks, you will be registered as an I&AP, and be 

included on an I&APs database which will ensure that you receive all future project information.  

Please quote the project name in your correspondence. 

Please note that this participation period ends on 3 May 2016. 

The project Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) is Mr Rikus Lamprecht, he can be 

contacted on the following details:  
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Tel:  +27 51 436 0793| Fax:  +27 53 436 0791| E-mail: rikus@enviroworks.co.za

Postal Address: Suite 116, Private Bag X01, Brandhof, 9324 | Physical Address: 5 Walter Sisulu 

Street; Universitas; Bloemfontein; 9301 
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 COMMENTS ON FEEDBACK RECEIVED FROM THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY (DEPARTMENT OF 3.6

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS) 

 

See proof of feedback letter under heading 3.5.1 and comments on the recommendations received 

from the competent authority below: 

 

i) The wording of the project specific descriptions of the listed activities triggered by the 

proposed project as well as a portion of sections 5 & 8 have been slightly refined and has 

therefore been updated in the Final Scoping Report and amended application form in 

Appendix H of the Scoping Report.  

ii) Only the wording of the project specific descriptions of the listed activities triggered by the 

proposed project has been slightly refined and has therefore been updated in an amended 

application form to be submitted with the Final Scoping Report. 

iii) Although the existing environmental authorisations (DEA Ref: 12/12/20/2252/2 and 

12/12/20/2252/1) on the same farm properties also belongs to the applicant of the current 

application (DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/923), the existing authorisations will only lapse during 

September 2017 (see proof of lapsing date below). After a discussion with the competent 

authority it was confirmed that another environmental authorisation will not be granted on the 

same property and recommended that an application be submitted with the competent 

authority in order to request to advance/bring forward the lapsing date of the existing 

environmental authorisation (see proof of email correspondence 2.5.1 below). 

 

This paragraph serves as confirmation of intent that the EAP will, on behalf of the applicant, 

submit to the competent authority an application to advance/bring forward the lapsing date 

of the existing environmental authorisations (DEA Ref: 12/12/20/2252/2 and 12/12/20/2252/1). 

This will be done during the EIA phase of the proposed project once the Final Scoping 

Report has been accepted/approved. This will ensure that the existing environmental 

authorisation (DEA Ref: 12/12/20/2252/2) will laps prior to the period of final decision making 

(granting or refusal) of the current application (DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/923) by the competent 

authority. There will therefore be no existing environmental authorisation on the farm 

properties at the time of final decision making on the current application (DEA Ref: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/923).  
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iv) All notifications, comments and responses during the Public Participation Process have been 

included in this document. 

v) Please see proof of communication and approval from the Sedibeng Water Authority below: 
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vi) Cumulative impacts have been assessed, rated and discussed by the relevant specialists

under headings 14.2 and 14.3 of the Final Scoping Report. Heading 14.4 also specifically 

discusses the identified cumulative impacts. 

vii) Discussed in the Final Scoping Report under heading 12. 

viii) Discussed in the Final Scoping Report under heading 12. 

ix) A Traffic Impact Assessment will be conducted during the EIA phase once the Scoping Report 

has been accepted/approved and will be included in the EIAr as recommended. 

x) The details, qualifications and relevant experience of the EAP are discussed under heading 6 

in the Final Scoping Report. 

xi) The signed declaration of the EAP is included in Appendix E of the Final Scoping Report. 

xii) Heading 7.5 in the Final Scoping Report provides a table listing the content requirements of a 

Scoping Report as per Appendix 2 of the EIA Regulations, 2014. The table also indicates the 

position of the required content in the Final Scoping Report. 

xiii) The receipt of the Environmental Authorisation application for this proposed project was 

acknowledged by the competent authority on 4 April 2016. In accordance with Regulation 21 

(1) a Final Scoping Report must be submitted to the competent authority within 44 days from 

this date. Taking into account the two public holidays during this period of 27 April 2016 and 1 

May 2016, this final deadline is extended by two days as per Regulation 3 (5). The Final 

Scoping Report will therefore be submitted to the competent authority on or before 20 April 

2016 in order prevent to application form lapsing.  

 

 COMMENTS ON ACCEPTANCE OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT 3.7

The Final Scoping Report was accepted by the competent authority on 13 June 2016 after which 

the full EIA process was allowed to continue. Various conditions were provided for inclusion into the 

Final EIA Report. See the letter of acceptance below: 
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No comments were received from the Northern Cape Department of Environment and Nature 

Conservation after various email and telephonic attempts to obtain feedback. See number 10 

under heading 3.5., 3.5.1 and 4.4. Final request sent on 15 September 2016. 

Notifications and follow up emails and phone calls were made to the Department of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) for comment but no comment was obtained. 

Emails were sent on 29 August 2016, 7 September 2016 and personal DAFF focused emails 

on 13 & 15 September 2016. They were also telephonically contacted on 12, 13 & 14 

September 2016 to request comment. See under heading 4.3 for proof of all emails.  

The Northern Cape Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development provided 

comment under heading 4.4 number 5. 

The South African Civil Aviation Authority (SACAA) provided comment under heading 4.4 

number 6. 

No comments were received from SENTECH after various email and telephonic attempts to 

obtain feedback. See under heading 4.4. 

No comments were received from the Northern Cape Department of Roads and Public Works 

or Northern Cape Department of Social Development after various email attempts to obtain 

feedback. See under heading 3.4. & 4.4. 

No comments were received from the local or district municipalities after various email and 

telephonic attempts to obtain feedback. See under heading 3.4. & 4.4. 

Comments from the Department of Water and Sanitation are discussed under heading 5. 
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Comments from the South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) are discussed under 

heading 4.4 number 2 and the comments included in Appendix E of the Final EIA Report. 

No comments were received from the Endangered Wildlife Trust after various email attempts 

on 29 August 2016 and 7 September 2016 to obtain feedback. See under heading 4.3. 

Comments from Birdlife SA are discussed under heading 3.5 number 9. 

No comments were received from the Department of Mineral Resources after various email 

attempts. See correspondence under heading 3.5 number 2. 

No comments were received from the Department of Rural Development and land Reform 

after various email attempts on 29 August 2016 and 7 September 2016 to obtain feedback. 

See under heading 4.3. 

Comments from the Department of Environmental Affairs: Biodiversity and Conservation 

Directorate are discussed under heading 5. 

Comments from the Square Kilometre Array are discussed under heading 4.4. number 1. 

 

i.) See required assessments under heading 10.3 in the Final EIA Report 

ii.) Verified to be correct 

iii.) No comments were received from the Northern Cape Department of Environment and Nature 

Conservation after various email and telephonic attempts to obtain feedback. See number 10 

under heading 3.5., 3.5.1 and 4.4. Final request sent on 15 September 2016. 

iv.) See under heading 4.2.2 in the final EIA Report. 

v.) See under heading 4.1 in the final EIA Report. 

vi.) See under heading 4 in the final EIA Report. 

vii.) See environmental authorisation lapsing date advancement letter below: 
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viii.) Notifications and follow up emails and phone calls were made to the Department of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) for comment but no comment was obtained. 

Emails were sent on 29 August 2016, 7 September 2016 and personal DAFF focused emails 

on 13 & 15 September 2016. They were also telephonically contacted on 12, 13 & 14 
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September 2016 to request comment. See under heading 4.3 for proof of all emails. The 

Northern Cape Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development provided 

comment under heading 4.4 number 5. 

ix.) Comments from the Square Kilometre Array are discussed under heading 4.4. number 1. 

x.) Comments from the Department of Water and Sanitation are discussed under heading 5. 

xi.) See discussion under heading 4.2.3 in the final EIA Report. 

xii.) See discussion under heading 4.2.3 in the final EIA Report. 

xiii.) Not applicable 

xiv.) The content of the avifaunal specialist study is in line with this requirement (see Appendix E of 

the final EIA Report). 

xv.) The content of the soil capability specialist study is in line with this requirement (see Appendix 

E of the final EIA Report). 

xvi.) No in house specialists were used for specialist studies conducted. 

xvii.) See Appendix E for all specialist studies within which cumulative impacts were assessed and 

under heading 10.2.3.  

xviii.) This document constitutes the Public Participation Report as per Appendix C of the final EIA 

Report. 

xix.) See this document swell as heading 8 of the final EIA Report. 

xx.) See under heading 4.2. in die final EIA Report. 

xxi.) See under headings 4.2.3 - 4.2.6 of the final EIA Report. 

xxii.) See under heading 5 of the final EIA Report. 

xxiii.) See Appendix B & E and under heading 4.2.2 of the final EIA Report. 

xxiv.) See Appendix B of the final EIA Report. 

xxv.) See appendix B of the final EIA Report. 

xxvi.) Shapefiles will be sent. 

 

EMPr requirements 

i.) See under heading 7.1. in the EMPr. 

ii.) See under Appendix B in the final EMPr. 

iii.) See under Appendix B in the final EMPr. 

iv.) See under Appendix B in the final EMPr. 

v.) See under Appendix B in the final EMPr. 

vi.) See under Appendix C and under heading 8 in the final EMPr. 

vii.) See under Appendix C and under heading 8 in the final EMPr. 

viii.) See under Appendix C and under heading 8 in the final EMPr. 

ix.) See under Appendix C and under heading 8 in the final EMPr. 

x.) See under Appendix C and under heading 8 in the final EMPr. 
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xi.) See under Appendix C and under heading 8 in the final EMPr.

xii.) See under Appendix C and under heading 8 in the final EMPr. 

xiii.) See under Appendix C and under heading 8 in the final EMPr. 

xiv.) See under heading 8.8 of the final Empr. 

xv.) See the stormwater management plan in Appendix C of the final EMPr.    
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4. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

The Draft Environmental Impact Report was completed and submitted to the competent 

authority (Department of Environmental Affairs) on 2 August 2016 for comments. The 

competent authority acknowledged receipt of the documentation and feedback comments 

were received on 19 August 2016 (see under heading 5.1). 

 

 SITE NOTICES 4.1

Site notices were placed on 2 August 2016 at three places in the town of Postmasburg in 

order to inform the local community of the proposed project. The site notices provided details 

on the project and an invitation for identified stakeholders  and relevant 

organs of state to provide comments on the Environmental Impact Report. The site notices 

also indicated that the Public Participation Process for the proposed project would commence 

on 2 August 2016 and close on 5 September 2016 as well as all the other necessary 

information required. Proof of site notices will be included along with the Final Environmental 

Impact Report. See proof of site notices below: 

 

 

Figure 13: Site notice put up on the notice board at the main entrance of the local 

municipality building in the town of Postmasburg 

GPS coordinates: 28°19'57"S 23°3'59"E 
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Figure 14: Site notice put up on the notice board at the secondary financial entrance of the 

local municipality building in the town of Postmasburg 

GPS coordinates: 28°19'54.5503"S 23°4'4.8989"E 

 

 

Figure 15: Site notice put up on the notice board at the entrance of the local public library in 
the town of Postmasburg 

GPS coordinates: 28°19'58.9928"S 23°4'0.8751"E 
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 HARDCOPIES 4.2

A hardcopy was delivered to the competent authority and received on 2 August 2016. 

A hardcopy was also made available to the public for comment on 2 August 2016 at the 

Postmasburg public library. 

 

 

Figure 12: Hardcopy of draft Environmental Impact Report made available at the local public 

library in the town of Postmasburg 

GPS coordinates: 28°19'54.5503"S 23°4'4.8989"E 

 

 STAKEHOLDER NOTIFICATIONS 4.3

A notification email was sent to all the identified  and relevant 

organs of state on 1 August 2016. The email provided details on the project and an invitation 

for  and relevant organs of state to provide 

comments on the Environmental Impact Report.  The email also indicated that the Public 

Participation Process for the proposed project would commence on 2 August 2016 and close 

on 5 September 2016 as well as all the other necessary information required. See proof of 

email and delivery receipts below: 
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An additional reminder email was sent to important  

and relevant organs of state on 29 August 2016. See proof of email below:
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A third  and 

relevant organs of state on 7 September 2016. Stakeholders and relevant organs of state 

were also telephonically contacted. See proof of email below: 
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An additional request was sent to a number of important identified stakeholders and relevant 

organs of state on 13 & 15 September 2016. Stakeholders and relevant organs of state were 

also telephonically contacted on 12, 13 & 14 September 2016 to request comment. See proof 

of emails below: 
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 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES ON DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 4.4

The table below summarises the comments received and responses provided during the Public 

Participation Process: 

 

Table 3: Summary of comments received and responses provided 

Commenting party Comment received Response provided 
1. South African Square 

Kilometre Array  
This facility poses a very low 
risk of detrimental impact on 
the SKA. 
 
The South African SKA project 
office would like to be kept 
informed with the progress of 
this project. 

Confirmation email was sent to 
ensure the stakeholder that 
they would be included in the 
PPP notification (see PPP 
email notification under 
heading 3.4) 

2. South African Heritage 
Resources Agency 
(SAHRA) 

Comments were received on 1 
September 2016 (see Appendix 
E of the Final Environmental 
Impact Report for the SAHRA 
interim feedback 
documentation). 
 
The following comments were 
received: 
 
If any comments are submitted 

regarding heritage resources 

by the public during the Public 

Review Period of the Draft EIA, 

the heritage specialist must 

address them and a report 

must be submitted to SAHRA 

before the Final EIA is finalised 

with the results of the 

consultation for comment. The 

Final EIA must be submitted to 

SAHRA to ensure the results of 

such consultation or lack 

thereof have been included in 

the report; 

 

If any evidence of 

archaeological sites or remains 

(e.g. remnants of stone-made 

The SAHRA case officer Ms 
Natasha Higgit was 
telephonically contacted on 9 
September 2016 in order to 
confirm that no heritage related 
comments were received 
during the PPP. 
It was also confirmed that 
comment number two as 
received from SAHRA will be 
incorporated into the Final EIA 
Report and EMPr. 
This was subsequently 
completed. 



Public Participation Report - 0071 Metsimatala 150 MW CSP Facility, Northern Cape Province 

138 
 

structures, indigenous 

ceramics, bones, stone 

artefacts, ostrich eggshell 

fragments, charcoal and ash 

concentrations), fossils (e.g. 

trace fossils or stromatolites) or 

other categories of heritage 

resources are found during the 

proposed development, 

SAHRA APM Unit (Natasha 

Higgitt/Phillip Hine 021 462 

5402) must be alerted. If 

unmarked human burials are 

uncovered, the SAHRA Burial 

Grounds and Graves (BGG) 

Unit (Itumeleng Masiteng/Mimi 

Seetelo 012 320 8490), must 

be alerted immediately. A 

professional archaeologist or 

palaeontologist, depending on 

the nature of the finds, must be 

contracted as soon as possible 

to inspect the findings at the 

expense of the developer. If the 

newly discovered heritage 

resources prove to be of 

archaeological or 

palaeontological significance, a 

Phase 2 rescue operation may 

be required at the expense of 

the developer; 

 

Further comments will be 

issued following the receipt of 

the Final EIA. 
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3. Tshiping Water User 
Association  Albertus 
Viljoen 

Received an email request on 
12 September 2016: 
 
Good day Rikus 
 
This project has come to my 
attention and I would like to 
know if any water use 
authorizations are involved in 
the project. 
I am representing the Tshiping 
Water User Association in the 
area which mandate is to 
manage ground water 
resources. 
Please provide details of the 
draft Scoping Report and EIR 
by means of download link or 
CD. 
 
Much appreciated. 

The following reply was sent on 
15 September 2016 and a CD 
was posted on 19 September 
2016: 
 
Good day Albertus 
 
As per our telephonic 
discussion today please see 
the following reply: 
 The project will not use 

any underground/borehole  
water, a water supply letter has 
been received from Sedibeng 
Water. 
 The ecological specialist 

report did not identify any 
significant watercourses on the 
proposed projects area for the 
CSP facility. 
 As per your request a 

CD with the EIA Report for the 
CSP facility as well as Basic 
Assessment report for the 
powerline will be posted to you.  
 The PPP has concluded 

but if there are any comments 
from your side I require them 
by Wednesday 21 September 
2016.  
 
Feel free to contact me with 
any further uncertainties. 

4. Agri Postmasburg  Jim 
Bredenkamp 

Received an email request on 
13 September 2016: 
 
Middag Rikus 
 
Jim Bredenkamp, voorsitter van 
Agri-Postmasburg, het versoek 
dat ons geregistreer word as 
belangegroep in die verband.  
Dit sal waardeer word as u dus 
inligting in die verband aan ons 
kan deurgee asook ons in 
kennis stel as u meer inligting 
nodig het van ons in die 
verband. 
 
Dankie 
 
Estie Meyer 

The following reply was sent on 
13 September 2016: 
 
Goeie dag  
 
Hoop dit gaan goed. 
Die publieke deelname proses 
het eintlik reeds gesluit vir die 
projek, maar ek sal graag 
insette van julle kant af wil he. 
Kan jul asb vir my teen 
Woensdag 21 September 2016 
terugvoer gee, indien enige, 
rakende die projek. Ek sal dit 
baie waardeer. 
Vind aangeheg die Grond 
verslag sowel as die kml files 
wat julle in Google Earth kan 
oopmaak vir die posisie van die 
ontwikkeling (CSP slaor facility 
en kraglyn). 
Laat weet gerus indien daar 
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enige onsekerhede is.
Geniet die week. 

5. Department of 
Agriculture, land reform and 
rural development  Nico 
Toerien 

Received a comment letter per 
email on 15 September 2016 
(see letter below): 
 
Conclusion 
The Department of Agriculture, 
Land Reform and Rural 
Development foresee no 
problems in the development 
as mentioned above as long as 
the developer adheres to the 
articles of Act 43 of 1983. 

A reply email was sent on 15 
September 2016 to note receipt 
of the letter. 

6. Department of 
Environmental Affairs  
Biodiversity and Conservation 
Directorate 

A comment letter was received 
on 21 September 2016 (see 
proof of letter below).  
 
The following 

recommendations for inclusion 

in the Environmental 

Authorization are provide for 

this particular project: 

 All populations of Near 

Threatened and Threatened 

plant taxa must be conserved 

in situ and protected with a 

buffer zone in accordance 

with guidelines as set out in 

die National Environmental 

Management Act (Act 10 of 

2004) and the Northern Cape 

Nature Conservation Act (Act 

9 of 2009) 

 An Ecological Management 

Plan must be compiled in 

respect of all actions that 

affect populations of Red List 

Plant Species. 

 The development must take 

place in an already disturbed 

area with a low sensitivity 

See discussion of 
recommendations under 
number 6 below. 
  
These recommendations have 
been incorporated into the 
EMPr. 
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rating.

 A 250m buffer around 

Southern Kalahari Salt Pans 

must be maintained during 

construction and operational 

phase. 

 Provincial comments must be 

considered during the 

Environmental Authorization 

for this project. 

 Erosion gullies must be 

rehabilitated and the areas 

prone to erosion must be 

protected and topsoil must 

also be protected and 

stabilized by planting local 

grass/vegetation and prohibit 

grazing until such time that 

the surface is stabilized. 

 For all species protected in 

terms of National and 

Provincial Legislation within 

the proposed development 

areas, permits must be 

obtained from relevant 

authorities before 

construction commence. 

 Rehabilitation using local 

vegetation after construction 

is recommended to maintain 

the functionality and 

importance of these 

biodiversity areas.  

Continuous monitoring of the 

rehabilitation should be 

conducted. 
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 If the soil cover under the 

panels is to remain in as 

natural state as possible, we 

would appreciate annual 

follow-up vegetation studies 

for 5 or more years done in 

the rainy season, in order to 

identify both positive and 

negative impacts of this kind 

of development, and 

submitted to the Branch:  

Biodiversity & Conservation 

for information. 

 The mitigation measures 

proposed in the EMPr and 

specialist studies are 

supported and must be 

adhered to during 

construction and operational 

phase 

 
7. South African Civil Aviation 
Authority (SACAA) 

Original request email was sent 
on 27 May 2016.  
 
The SACAA acknowledged 
receipt of obstacle application 
submitted on 31 August 2016.  
Due to understaffed situation 
and lack in capacity final 
feedback could not yet be 
provided on the application 
(see proof of email below) 

Will await feedback on 
application. 

8. Department of Water and 
Sanitation 

A comment letter was received 
on 22 September 2016 (see 
proof of letter and discussion 
below under number 8).  
 

See discussion of 
recommendations under 
number 8 below. 
 
These recommendations have 
been incorporated into the 
EMPr. 

9. Eskom Eskom letter for grid connection 
was received in September 
2015 (see proof of letter 
below). 

Letter was again forwarded to 
the Eskom representative 
(Debbie Harding) for 
confirmation along with 
proposed project kml files. 



Public Participation Report - 0071 Metsimatala 150 MW CSP Facility, Northern Cape Province 

143 
 

1. South African Square Kilometre Array  Adrian Tiplady 
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5. Department of Agriculture, land reform and rural development  Nico Toerien 
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6. Department of Environmental Affairs  Biodiversity and Conservation Directorate 
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From the feedback/comment letter received from the Department of Environmental Affairs: 

Biodiversity and Conservation Directorate on 21 September 2016, the following recommendations 

for inclusion in the Environmental Authorization were provided for this particular project: 

All populations of Near Threatened and Threatened plant taxa must be conserved in situ and 

protected with a buffer zone in accordance with guidelines as set out in die National 

Environmental Management Act (Act 10 of 2004) and the Northern Cape Nature Conservation 

Act (Act 9 of 2009). 

o Reply: A final ecological walkthrough will be conducted prior to commencement of 

construction in order to verify the potential presence or absence of any Red Data 

Listed species. 

An Ecological Management Plan must be compiled in respect of all actions that affect 

populations of Red List Plant Species. 

o Comment: Once a final ecological walkthrough has been completed a site specific 

management plan will be complied for the Red Data Listed Species. 

The development must take place in an already disturbed area with a low sensitivity rating. 

o Comment: The majority of the proposed project area is located on an area which has 

been degraded by overgrazing practises. 

A 250m buffer around Southern Kalahari Salt Pans must be maintained during construction 

and operational phase. 

o Comment: No wetlands or pans were identified by the ecological specialist. 

Provincial comments must be considered during the Environmental Authorization for this 

project. 

o Comment: No comments were received from the Northern Cape Department of 

Environment and Nature Conservation after various email and telephonic attempts to 

obtain feedback. See number 10 under heading 3.5., 3.5.1 and 4.4. Final request 

sent on 15 September 2016. 

Erosion gullies must be rehabilitated and the areas prone to erosion must be protected and 

topsoil must also be protected and stabilized by planting local grass/vegetation and prohibit 

grazing until such time that the surface is stabilized. 

o A Stormwater and Erosion Management Plan for the proposed project is available in 

Appendix C of the EMPr. 

For all species protected in terms of National and Provincial Legislation within the proposed 

development areas, permits must be obtained from relevant authorities before construction 

commence. 
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o Comment: A Vegetation Search and Rescue Plan is available in Appendix C of the 

EMPr. Once a final ecological walkthrough has been completed permits will be 

applied for, for any protected species identified. 

Rehabilitation using local vegetation after construction is recommended to maintain the 

functionality and importance of these biodiversity areas.  Continuous monitoring of the 

rehabilitation should be conducted. 

o A Revegetation Plan is available in Appendix C of the EMPr. 

If the soil cover under the panels is to remain in as natural state as possible, we would 

appreciate annual follow-up vegetation studies for 5 or more years done in the rainy season, 

in order to identify both positive and negative impacts of this kind of development, and 

submitted to the Branch:  Biodiversity & Conservation for information. 

o Comment: The request is noted.  

The mitigation measures proposed in the EMPr and specialist studies are supported and must 

be adhered to during construction and operational phase. 

o Comment: Specialist recommendations and mitigation measures have been 

incorporated into the EMPr. 
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8. Department of Water and Sanitation 

 



Public Participation Report - 0071 Metsimatala 150 MW CSP Facility, Northern Cape Province 

161 
 

 



Public Participation Report - 0071 Metsimatala 150 MW CSP Facility, Northern Cape Province 

162 
 

 



Public Participation Report - 0071 Metsimatala 150 MW CSP Facility, Northern Cape Province 

163 
 

 



Public Participation Report - 0071 Metsimatala 150 MW CSP Facility, Northern Cape Province 

164 
 

 

 



Public Participation Report - 0071 Metsimatala 150 MW CSP Facility, Northern Cape Province 

165 
 

From the feedback/comment letter received from the Department of Water and Sanitation on 22

September 2016, the following recommendations were provided for this particular project: 

 

2. Distance from the watercourse 

An option for developing furthest away from all water courses would be the preferred option. 

o Comment: Due to the flat topography of the proposed project area the ecological 

specialist did not identify any significant watercourses. 

No development may occur within 100m or 1:100 year floodline of a watercourse or within 500 

m of wetlands without authorisation form the Department of Water and Sanitation. 

o Comment: A water use license application will be submitted prior to commencement 

of construction in order to approve development within 500 m of any watercourse. 

The construction camp shall not be located within the 1:100 year floodline or within 100 m 

from any watercourse. 

o Comment: Due to the flat topography of the proposed project area the ecological 

specialist did not identify any significant watercourses. The construction camp will 

therefore not influence any watercourse. 

 

3. Stormwater 

An adequate Stormwater Management Plan was compiled for the proposed project. See Appendix 

C and heading 8.2 in the Final EMPr for the management objectives and recommendations. 

 

4. Invasive alien vegetation 

An adequate Alien Invasive Management Plan was compiled for the proposed project. See 

Appendix C and heading 8.7 in the Final EMPr for the management objectives and 

recommendations. 

 

5. Design and layout of solar plant 

A kml file will be sent to the Department containing the footprint area as well as relevant facility 

layout. 

 

6. Construction 

All hazardous substances on site will be adequately and safely stored. A Leakage and Spillage 

Detection and Management Plan will be compiled in accordance with heading 8.8 of the EMPr. 
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7. Waste Management  

An accredited contractor such as Waste Man will be appointed to manage and transport waste from 

site. All solid waste collected shall be disposed of at the registered/licensed municipal landfill site. 

Skip waste containers and waste collection bins will be maintained on site and the contractor will 

arrange for them to be collected regularly when needed and transported to the licensed landfill site. 

Waste separation will be implemented. Under no circumstances will waste be burned or buried on 

site. 

 

The Tsantsabane Local Municipality has indicated that it shall be able to accommodate general 

waste at its landfill site. The National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008 (Act No.59 Of 

2008) will not be triggered as general waste quantities will fall below the threshold. 

 

It is not anticipated that any significant hazardous waste will be generated during the construction or 

operational phases. An accredited hazardous waste contractor will however be appointed to 

manage and transport hazardous waste from site. All hazardous waste collected shall be disposed 

of at an appropriate registered/licensed hazardous waste landfill site. Clearly marked (hazardous 

waste) skip waste containers and waste collection bins will be maintained on site and the contractor 

will arrange for them to be collected regularly when needed and transported to the licensed landfill 

site. 

 

8. Rehabilitation 

An adequate Revegetation Management Plan was compiled for the proposed project. See Appendix 

C and heading 8.5 in the Final EMPr for the management objectives and recommendations. 

 

9. Water use entitlement 

During the DWS pre-consultation meeting conducted on 15 July 2016, it was indicated from the 

consider a water use license application (WULA) once 

preferred bidder status has been obtained by the applicant. Once this has been obtained the WULA 

would be submitted to the Department of Water and Sanitation for consideration. 

  

See confirmation letter from Sedibeng Water under heading 3.6 of this report and heading 4.2.3 of 

the Final EIA Report for provision of adequate water quantities during the construction and 

operational phases. 
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10. Issues to take into consideration  

1. A site visit will be arranged with the Department of Water and Sanitation prior to the 

commencement of the project.  

2. A water use license application will be submitted prior to commencement of construction in 

order to approve development within 500 m of any watercourse. 

3. Waste disposal is discussed under heading 8.8 and 8.9 of the Final EMPr. Although the 

relevant waste contactors have indicated that they would be able to assist during the 

project span, the written confirmation and contractual agreements will only be finalised at a 

later stage due to the project currently only falling within initial bidding periods. 

4. A Leakage and Spillage Detection and Management Plan will be implemented as per 

heading 8.8 in the EMPr in order to manage the potential risks involved with leakages and 

spillages on the proposed project area. The Stormwater Management as per Appendix C 

and heading 8.2 of the Final EMPr also addresses the issue of clean/dirty water separation 

and prevention of contamination of the surrounding natural environment and 

watercourses.  

6. See emergency response discussion and organogram under heading 10 of the Final EMPr. 

7. The mitigation measures as provided in the EMPr are legally binding to the applicant once 

the EMPr has been approved by the competent authority and must be adequately 

implemented in order to legally comply.   

 

9. Eskom 

See additional attachment of Eskom letter for grid connection.   
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 COMMENTS ON FEEDBACK RECEIVED FROM THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY (DEPARTMENT OF 4.5

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS) 

Comments were received from the competent authority with regards to the draft EIA Report on 

19 August 2016. See letter received from the competent authority below: 
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i.) All relevant listed activities are applied for. 

ii.) An amended application form has been submitted along with the Final EIA Report. 

iii.) All specialists conducted cumulative impacts assessments and rated cumulative impacts in 

their various fields of expertise. See under heading 10 in the Final EIA Report. 

iv.) See Appendix B of Final EIA Report. 

v.) Specialist recommendations and mitigation measures have been incorporated into the EMPr. 
vi.) All specialist studies comply with the minimum requirements as set out in Appendix 6 of the 

EIA Regulations, 2014. See Appendix E of the Final EIA Report for the specialist reports. 

vii.) Notifications and follow up emails and phone calls were made to the Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) for comment but no comment was obtained. 
Emails were sent on 29 August 2016, 7 September 2016 and personal DAFF focused emails 
on 13 & 15 September 2016. They were also telephonically contacted on 12, 13 & 14 
September 2016 to request comment. See under heading 4.3 for proof of all emails. The 
Northern Cape Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development provided 
comment under heading 4.4 number 5. 

viii.) See comments and discussion regarding the feedback from the Department of Water and 

Sanitation under heading 4.4 number 8 

ix.)  All comments and proof of the Public participation Processes are included in this report as 

Appendix C of the Final EIA Report. 

x.) See headings 3.7 and 4.4 for all comments received and attempts to obtain comments from 

the relevant stakeholders and organs of state. 

xi.) See provision under heading 8.9 in the Final EMPr. 

xii.) See discussion on the Scoping Report acceptance letter under heading 3.7. 

xiii.) See Appendix H in the Final EIA Report. 
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xiv.) See under heading 4.2.2 in the final EIA Report.
xv.) The Final EIA Report complies with the minimum requirements as set out in Appendix 3 of the 

EIA Regulations, 2014. See under heading 3.5 of the Final EIA Report. 

 

5. THE WAY FORWARD 

The Public Participation Process on the draft Environmental Impact Report was concluded on 

5 September 2016. Further additional comments received after the official closing date up to 

27 September 2016 were however also incorporated into the report. All comments received 

and responses provided have been included in this Public Participation Report. 

This was the final Public Participation Process to be conducted for the proposed project. The 

Final Environmental Impact Report has been completed and submitted to the competent 

authority for decision making. 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

It is concluded that the level and time period of advertising, notification and additional 

mechanisms and communication incorporated into this Public Participation Process on both 

the Scoping Report and Environmental Impact Report, to inform surrounding land users, 

stakeholders, I & AP s and identified organs of state, will be adequate for providing sufficient 

opportunity for participation and engagement. 

No significant comments were received opposing the project or which would potentially 

jeopardise the authorisation. All comments received were adequately addressed and queries 

could be mitigated to within acceptable levels.  

 


