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People who have been in 
contact with confi rmed 
Covid-19 cases, but have 
shown no symptoms, will for 

the time being not be tested 
for the virus.

This as private laboratories 
such as Ampath and Lancet 
try to catch up with a severe 
backlog in tests.

Instead contact persons 
showing no symptoms 
were advised to self-
quarantine for 14 days 
and only test when they 
show any symptoms, 

said Ampath CEO 
Dr Mick Forder in a 
statement.

“The rapid spread of 
the virus in the province 
and throughout South 
Africa threatens to 
overwhelm both public 
and private medical 
facilities and services, 
including private 
pathology laboratory 
services,” he said.

Forder said although 
Ampath continued 

to ramp up Covid-19 
testing capacity, the 
volume of Covid-19 
samples received over 
the last week impacted 
negatively on the 

turnaround-time.
Forder said under current 

circumstances, it would 
prioritise testing to only high-
risk patients.

“Due to the volume of 
samples received daily, 
ill hospitalised patients, 
healthcare workers, 
symptomatic patients and high-
risk vulnerable patients with 
comorbidities will be our fi rst 
priority for Covid-19 testing.” 

Furthermore, the lab 
requested doctors to only 
refer symptomatic patients 
for Covid-19 testing as a 
temporary measure until it can 
process all the referrals.

According to Ampath, the 
backlog pushed results to 
between 48 and 96 hours.

“This will depend on the 
distance from collection site 
to performing laboratory and 
the volume of tests at the 
laboratory. 

“Other patient result 
turnaround-time could be over 
96 hours.”

Initially, the results at the 
labs took about 24 hours for 
people to receive them.

“We apologise in advance 
for the delayed Covid-19 
test turnaround times and we 
assure you we will continue in 
our efforts to ramp up capacity 
to reduce this going forward.”

In a statement, Lancet 
laboratories said it would 
prioritise the testing of 
health workers, hospital 
inpatients, pre-admission 
testing, symptomatic patients 
and high-risk patients with 
comorbidities.

Dealing with the backlog, 
Lancet said it would not 
prioritise patients seeking 
to retest after 14 days of the 
initial tests, low-risk contacts 
requesting testing eight days 
after of exposure and low-risk 
contacts.

Department of Health 
spokesperson Dr Lwazi Manzi 
said the department was to 
shift from its mass testing 
strategy under rapid growing 
Covid-19 cases and target 
hotspot areas.

This after the Covid-19 
ministerial advisory committee 
fl agged that mass testing 
strategy close to peak season 
could lead to resource 
constraints and a large testing 
backlog.

Last week, the Gauteng 
Health MEC Bandile Masuku 
reported a 30 000 backlog in 
the department’s laboratories.

Masuku said the department 
was working with private 
laboratories to alleviate the 
backlog, as the province has a 
high number of cases.
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Under current circumstances, only high-risk patients 
will be tested. Photo for illustrative purposes.
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Lifelong friends Leonie Loods and Mariette 
de Jager have donated a whopping R75 000 
to Wollies animal project and Woodrock 
animal rescue.

A charity event in aid of the animal 
shelters was set to take place in April, but 
due to the coronavirus the event was forced 
to be cancelled.

More than 500 tickets were sold for 

the champagne breakfast featuring South 
African pianist, entertainer, producer and 
author, Rocco de Villiers.

“Unfortunately, the event was cancelled. 
Most ticket holders said that we do not have 
to pay them back and rather split the money 
for the animal shelters of choice,” said De 
Jager, adding that R25 000 was also raised 
for Husky Romi Rescue and Wolf Sanctuary 
in the Free State.

“We share the same love for animals and 

Lifelong friends donate R100 000 to Pta animal shelters

Mariette de Jager, Cilla Trexler (Wollies) and Leonie Loods.

pets never seem to disappoint.
“I have a special place for pets and Leonie 

is fond of wolves and huskies.
“We decided to donate the money to 

Wollies, Woodrock and Wolves of Reitz as 
they are ‘no-killing’ shelters. 

“An animal needs to be given a second 
chance - just like we has humans have,” said 
Loods.

Vet bills and purchasing of medication are 
some of the shelters’ biggest expenses.

“We have over 400 animals in our care. 
Sometimes we feel so alone. But looking 
at this donation made me realise there are 
so many looking after us and care for the 
welfare of animals,” said Fiona Manuel of 
Woodrock.

Wollies founder Cilla Trexler, who 
provides for the many dogs and cats 
temporarily housed in the shelter, said that 
the community did not realise the daily 

abuse and neglect of animals.
“We are very grateful for this donation as 

we provide for the many dogs and cats. We 
will be able to pay some of the vet bills and 
medication,” said Trexler.

Trexler and Manuel were blown away by 
the money raised as they were only told to 
meet up with Loods and De Jager for a cup 
of coffee.

“We did not expect this and were so 
surprised at the amount of money raised. 
We are blessed with people like Leonie and 
Mariette,” Manuel and Trexler said.

Lucky draws such as fl annel animal 
blankets, all the way from England, a 
Persian carpet worth R7 500, a Paul Mitchell 
hamper and a pottery bowl from well-known 
ceramic artist Rhoda Henning, were up for 
grabs.

 A dog design and Scottie quilts were also 
part of the lucky draw.
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