
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
PROCESS REPORT 

GREATER MTHONJANENI SUB-SUPPLY AREA (SSA) 5:  
PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A WATER RETICULATION NETWORK TO 
RESERVOIR SUPPLY ZONE 3 AND 4 WITHIN KING CETSHWAYO DISTRICT 

MUNICIPALITY, KZN. 

 
  

 

Prepared for: King Cetshwayo District Municipality 
 

Prepared by: iSambulo Environmental Consulting  

 



1. NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 

Newspaper advertisements were placed in two newspapers: 

a) Eyethu BayWatch on the 27th of February 2019 (advert in isiZulu and newspaper distributed for free). 

 



b) The Zululand Observer on the 01st of March 2019 (Regional newspaper and advert published in 

English). 

 



2. SITE NOTICES 

Site notices notifying the communities within Obuka/KwaBiyela and Ntambanana areas (Wards 10, 11 and 33) 

were placed throughout the project area. Site notices were place near schools, stores, church and along roads.  

 

 



 

 



 

 



3. PUBLIC MEETING 

A Public Meeting is currently being arranged with the community through community leaders and all records 

(Attendance register and minutes of the meeting) of the public meeting will be contained within the final Basic 

Assessment Report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 

A Background Information Document (BID) was sent to the landowners or person’s in control of the land; 

Ingonyama Trust Board and distributed to some community members during the placement of site notices. The 

BID is attached below: 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

 

1.1. Activity Background and description  

iSambulo Environmental Consulting has been appointed by iLifa Africa Engineers on behalf of the King Cetshwayo 

District Municipality (developer/applicant) as an independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to 

undertake environmental studies to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts associated with the 

proposed Greater Mthonjaneni Water Reticulation Project Sub-Supply Area 5 (Zone 3 and 4) within Obuka / Kwa-

Biyela Tribal areas under Mthonjaneni Local Municipality and within a portion of Ntambanana area under 

uMhlathuze Local Municipality.  

 

The proposed Greater Mthonjaneni SSA 5 (Zone 3 and 4) Water Reticulation Project will comprise of the following: 

1. Water reticulation network pipelines,  

2. Isolation, scour, air valves installation, 

3. Domestic water metered taps, and  

4. Construction of Break Pressure Reservoirs. 

 

a) Pipelines: 

The pipelines to be installed will be for the supply of water within Obuka / Kwa-Biyela Tribal areas under 

Mthonjaneni Municipality and within a portion of Ntambanana area under uMhlathuze Municipality and the pipe 

diameter will range from 20 mm diameter up to 200 mm diameter pipes. The total length of the pipeline for both 

Zone 3 and 4 is approximately 152km and the design flow is 86,97 l/capita/day. 

 

b) Reservoirs: 

A total of five (5) break-pressure reservoirs will be constructed, located in different locations within the project 

area. There will be two (2) 150KL Concrete Reservoirs (150 m³ capacity and approximately 64m² area) in SSA5 

Zone 3 and two (2) 150KL Concrete Reservoirs (150 m³ capacity and approximately 64m² area) in SSA5 Zone 4.  

There will be an additional one (1) 100KL ABECO Galvanized Bolted Tank (100 m³ capacity and approximately 

45m² area) in SSA5 Zone 4.  

 

The proposed project will supply water within areas under Ward 10, 11 and 33 which are Ogqabhiyeni, Sithinta, 

Esisingeni, Mbiza, Ongeleni and Emfeceni. 

 

 



 

1.2.  Purpose of the Background Information Document (BID)  

The purpose of the BID is to:  

i. Inform the stakeholders, Organs of State, public as well as Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) about 

the proposed project, and obtain their comments and inputs;  

ii. Share information about the proposed project and environmental assessment process which will be of 

relevance to potentially affected parties; and  

iii. Provide I&APs an opportunity to register and comment on the proposed project.  

 

 

1.3.  Location of Activity  

 



 

Figure 1 & 2: Locality maps showing the approximate location of the project area (Source: iLifa Africa Engineers) 

 



 

Figure 2 and 3: Google earth imagery showing Zone 3 and 4 (pipeline layout and project boundaries) 

 

Figure 4: Google earth imagery showing the location of reservoirs 



2. Project area and surroundings: Site Pictures 

 

The King Cetshwayo District Municipality (KCDM) is planning to construct the Greater Mthonjaneni SSA 5 (Zone 

3 and 4) Water Reticulation Project within the King Cetshwayo District Municipality.  

The following site pictures show the various areas of the proposed project area to be traversed by the water 

reticulation network project (Greater Mthonjaneni SSA5: Zone 3 and 4). 

  

  

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  

  

  

  



3. Need and Desirability  

 

The project is being introduced and implemented by the King Cetshwayo District Municipality in a response to the 

water crises experienced by residents within the Obuka Tribal areas and surroundings. The developer’s and/ or 

applicant’s objectives are to deliver adequate public infrastructure and services to communities residing within its 

boundaries, and in this instance to upgrade the water supply through the installation of the water reticulation 

network pipelines and appurtenant works. 

 

The project is meant to provide a stable and assured supply of bulk potable water to various sub-wards or areas 

within Ward 10, 11 and 33 within Obuka / Kwa-Biyela Tribal areas and within a portion of Ntambanana area. The 

objective of the project is to address a growing need and urgency to provide adequate potable water to many 

communities that do not have access to the life sustaining resource particularly in rural areas and also to address 

the challenges of limited supply. The Greater Mthonjaneni SSA 5 Water Reticulation Project is aimed at supplying 

water to the areas under Zone 3 and 4. The proposed water supply areas are within remote areas with many of 

the households identified to receive water, having no or very poor infrastructure.  

 

The King Cetshwayo District Municipality aims to provide a reliable potable water to communities within the 

Mthonjaneni Local Municipality (Ward 10 and 11) and uMhlathuze Local Municipality (Ward 33), reduce the use 

of water from unsafe water sources or experience water cuts from unreliable water sources and to provide short 

term employment opportunities during project implementation (i.e. construction phase). The proposed water 

reticulation project will also benefit the residents of the area by allowing people within the Obuka and KwaBiyela 

Tribal areas and surrounding areas the opportunity for skills development during project implementation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. POLICY AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK  

4.1. Applicable Legislation  

The proposed mining project triggers Listed Activities as stipulated in the 2014 EIA Regulations as amended, 

promulgated in terms of the National Environmental Management Act. The proposed mining project must also 

consider but not limited the following legislation: 

Title of legislation, policy or guideline:  Administering authority:  Date:  

National Environmental Management Act No. 107 of 

1998  

Department of Environmental Affairs 1998  

2014 Environmental Impact Assessment 

Regulations (as amended) 

Department of Environmental Affairs  2014 (amended 

in 2017) 

Constitution of  Republic of South Africa (Act No 108 

of 1996)  

South Africa Government  1998  

National Road Traffic Act  Provincial – Department of 

Transport/ SANRAL  

1996  

National Environmental Management: Biodiversity 

Act No. 10 of 2004  

Department Environmental Affairs & 

Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife  

2004  

Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act No. 43 

of 1983 (CARA)  

National Department of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries 

1983  

National Environmental Management : Air Quality 

Act No. 36 of 2004  

Department of Environmental Affairs 2004  

National Veld and Forest Fire Act, 1998 Act No. 101 

of 1998 as amended  

National Department of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries 

1998  

National Heritage Resources Act No. 25 of 

1999  

 

National & Provincial  

 

1999 

Occupational Health and Safety Act No. 85 of 1993 Department of Labour  

 

1993 

Table 1: Applicable Legislation 



4.1.1 National Environmental Management Act requirements  

The following table provides a summary of the Listed Activities in terms of the EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended 

in April 2017) that are triggered by the proposed project:  

Listing Notice Activity  Activity as it applies to the proposal 

Listing Notice 1 of the 

2014 EIA Regulations 

(as amended) 

Activity 12  

The development of—  

(ii) infrastructure or structures with a physical 

footprint of 100 square metres or more; where 

such development occurs— (a) within a 

watercourse; 

The construction footprint associated with 

the construction of 152 km Water 

reticulation pipeline which will also cross 

watercourses (i.e. stream and riparian 

zones). 

 

The construction of a water reticulation 

network (structures crossing the 

river/stream) will exceed 100 square 

metres. 

Listing Notice 1 of the 

2014 EIA Regulations 

(as amended) 

Activity 19  

The infilling or depositing of any material of 

more than 10 cubic metres into, or the 

dredging, excavation, removal or moving of 

soil, sand, pebbles or rock of more than 10 

cubic metres from  

 

(i) a watercourse 

Construction activities associated with this 

project will cross a watercourse and 

excavation, dredging or removal of soil will 

occur within a watercourse to be crossed by 

the water reticulation pipes. 

 

Listing Notice 3: Listed Activity 

LN 3 Activity 14 

The development of— 

(ii) infrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of 10 square metres or more; where such 

development occurs— 

(a) within a watercourse. 

d. KwaZulu-Natal 

 

Table 2: Summary of Listed Activities 



4.2. Basic Assessment Process  

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process (Basic Assessment) is a comprehensive, independent 

assessment of all identified and potential environmental impacts. The aim of an EIA process is to ensure that 

developments occur in a sustainable manner and to formulate ways for reducing and/or mitigating any negative 

impacts of the project whilst enhancing its benefits. The findings and mitigation measures are recorded in the 

Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) which becomes a legally binding document on approval.  

 

The following will take place during the Basic Assessment process:  

 Information sharing with Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) and authorities through notifications, 

Background Information Document (BID), and pre-application meeting(s) with the relevant Competent 

Authorities;  

 Detailed environmental investigations;  

 Consolidating, addressing, and providing appropriate mitigation measures where necessary for all 

comments received;  

 Impact assessment and modelling;  

 Submission of the draft Basic Assessment Report (BAR) including the EMPr to the relevant authorities 

and I&APs for comment;  

 Submission of the final BAR including the EMPr to the relevant authorities (Department of Environmental 

Affairs and Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs) for decision 

making.  

 

4.3. Potential Environmental Impacts Associated with This Project 

Potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed project have been identified and will be assessed 

in the Basic Assessment Process. An Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) will also be compiled 

addressing identified environmental impacts and propose mitigation measures for the identified negative 

environmental impacts. 

Some of The Impacts Associated with the proposed project:  

The following, but not limited to, impacts may occur as a result of the project:  

i. Land Degradation 

ii. Vegetation and Top Soil Removal 

iii. Vegetation Clearance 



iv. Soil erosion 

v. Pollution (Water, Land and Air) 

vi. Traffic on roads  

NB: A Full assessment report, mitigation measures for the potential impacts will be established during the 

environmental impact assessment process and included within the EMPr that will be sent to all I&APs for further 

comments and submitted to Department. 

 

4.4. Environmental Specialist Studies Undertaken  

In order to quantify how and where the proposed project may impact the environment, specialist studies and/or 

input are required to inform the Basic Assessment process and provide supporting specialist data. The following 

specialist studies are being conducted in order to inform the BAR process and WULA:   

a) Wetland Delineation and Functionality Assessment;   

b) Vegetation Impact Assessment;   

c) Heritage Impact Assessment.   

 

The specialists reports will then incorporated to the BAR and WULA. 

 

 

4.5. National Water Act requirements   

The project involves stream crossings and the National Water Act as administered by the Department of Water 

and Sanitation will be triggered and a Water Use License and/ or General Authorisation will be required. A Water 

Use License Application (WULA) is a legislative process governed by the Department of Water and Sanitation 

(DWS) for the authorisation of all water uses defined in Section 21 of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No 36 of 

1998) (NWA). The NWA is a legal framework for the effective and sustainable management of water resources in 

South Africa.   

Due to the proposed pipeline route crossing watercourses (rivers, streams or wetlands), a WULA and/ or general 

authorisation application must be submitted to the DWS in terms of Section 21 (c) and (i) in accordance with the 

NWA.  

The following table provides a summary of water uses that require a Water Use Licence in terms of the National 

Water Act:   



Activity 

Number 

Water Use Applicability 

Section 21 (c) of 

NWA, 1998 

Impeding or diverting the flow of 

water in a watercourse 

Impeding flow: The temporary or permanent 

obstruction or hindrance to the flow of water into 

watercourse by structures built either fully or 

partially in or across a watercourse.  

 

Diverting flow:  Temporary or permanent 

structure causing the flow of water to be rerouted 

in a watercourse for any purpose. 

Section 21 (i) of 

NWA, 199 

Altering the bed and banks of a 

watercourse or characteristics of 

a watercourse. 

Altering the bed and river banks: Any change 

affecting the resource quality of the watercourse 

(the area within the riparian habitat or 1:100 year 

flood line, whichever is the greatest). 

 

 

 

5. Public Participation Process (PPP)  

 

The PPP is a process in which stakeholders and Interested and I&APs are afforded an opportunity to comment 

on or raise issues relevant to the construction activities and/or the EIA process. Stakeholders and I&APs are 

invited to: 

i. Respond (by phone, fax, mail or e-mail) to the invitation to participate in the PPP;  

ii. Complete and forward (mail, fax or e-mail) the attached registration and comment form (Appendix 1) to 

iSambulo Environmental Consulting;  

iii. Contact the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) regarding any query, comment or request for 

further project information; and  

iv. Review the draft and final BAR within the legislated review periods that will be stipulated in the 

advertisements as well as in notification letters.  

A Public Participation Process (PPP) is conducted as part of the EIA process with an aim to allow everyone who 

is interested in, or likely to be affected by, the proposed development to provide input into the process.  Impacts 



can also be determined through the PPP process, guidance from government authorities, specialist field 

assessments and impact modelling, and experience with similar projects.  

The public participation process include  

 Advertisements within a local newspaper;  

 Notice Boards on site and along roads; 

 Circulation of the BID (this document) to all I&APs and stakeholders  

 Public meeting; and 

 Review of all reports by registered I&APs and stakeholders (comments and response report).   

 

5.1. Responsibilities of an I&APs  

I&APs have a right to participate in this process by requesting further information or by informing the relevant 

consultant of concerns regarding the environment in relation to the proposed project. In order to participate, an 

I&AP must:  

 Register on the project database in order to receive detailed information regarding the EIA process 

(See Appendix 1);  

 Inform any other parties (neighbours, friends, colleagues, etc.) who may be interested and/or affected 

by the project about the BAR process and encourage involvement and participation;  

 Ensure that any comments regarding the project are submitted within the timeframes that have been 

approved or set by the authorities, or within any extension of a timeframe agreed to by authorities and 

the applicant; and  

 Disclose any direct business, financial, personal or other interest in the approval or refusal of the 

application for the project.  

 

5.2. Responsibilities of EAP or Environmental Consultant  

In terms of the EIA Regulations, the EAP has the following responsibilities:  

 Robustly engage the key stakeholders, Competent Authority and I&APs regarding the proposed 

project;  

 Provide sufficient information regarding the project and associated impacts;  

 Ensure that all issues raised are recorded and forwarded to the environmental specialists to address 

in their impact studies; and  

 Facilitate a transparent consultation process and include all comments within reports.  



6. Conclusion  

 

All I&APs for the proposed project, are encouraged to make use of the opportunities created by the Public 

Participation Process to become involved in the process and raise the issues and concerns which affect and/or 

interest them, and about which they require more information. 

 

By completing and submitting the accompanying registration form (Appendix 1), ensures registration as an I&AP 

for the proposed project, and that raised concerns or queries regarding the project are noted and assessed as 

part of the EIA process. All I&APs will be provided with future information pertaining to the proposed project (i.e. 

draft and final Basic Assessment Reports and EMPr). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 1 

REGISTRATION AND COMMENT FORM 

KINDLY COMPLETE THIS FORM IN DETAIL AND RETURN IT TO: 

Ms Senamile Mnguni     iSambulo Environmental Consulting 

Cell: 083 794 9017     PO Box 23806 

Fax: 086 724 1471     KwaDlangezwa, 

isambuloenvironmental@gmail.com          3886 

Title   Name   Surname   

Company  

Designation  

Address  

Tel No.   Fax No.  

E-mail  Cell No.   

I would like to receive my notifications by (mark with “X”) Post              E-mail             Fax 

Please indicate why you would have an interest in the above-mentioned project.  

 

 

 

 

Please provide your comments and questions here: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:isambuloenvironmental@gmail.com

