




















































































































































































































































































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Interim Comment

In terms of Section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Mr David Marsden
Rhodium Reefs Limited
PostNet Suite 177
Private Bag X51
Bryanston
2021

NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO DEVELOP FOR RHODIUM REEF LIMITED PLATINUM OPERATION,
2430CA & CC, DE GOEDEVERWATCHING 332 KT; BOSCHKLOOF 331 KT; BELVEDERE 362 KT;
KENNEDY'S VALE 361 KT; AND TWEEFONTEIN 360 KT, LIMPOPO PROVINCE

Higgitt. N., Karodia, S., du Piesanie, J., & Nel, J. October 2012. Heritage Statement For Rhodium Reef Limited
Platinumoperation, 2430ca & Cc, De Goedeverwatching 332 Kt; Boschkloof 331 Kt; Belvedere 362 Kt;
Kennedy's Vale 361 Kt; and Tweefontein 360 Kt, Limpopo Province

Eastplats proposes the extension and consolidation of underground mining operations on the farms Spitskop,
 De Goedeverwachting and Kennedy’s Vale. Later expansion will also include portions of the farms
Boschkloof 331 KT, Tweefontein 360 KT and Belvedere 362 KT, in the Greater Tubatse Local Municipality,
Limpopo Province. A desktop heritage assessment was conducted for this project; the assessment did not
include a field assessment. 

A number of heritage resources were identified within the project area during the desktop assessment; the
heritage resources includes Stone Age, Iron Age, Historic Structures/Ruins and a Burial ground. The specialist
recommended a Phase 1 Heritage Impact Assessment for the footprint of the proposed project and not the
entire project area since impacts will only be limited to the underground mine. The specialist report included
also a Letter of Exemption from further Palaeontological Assessment. It is noted that the project area is
underlain by the Dsjate Sub-suite and the Dwars River Sub-suite of the Rustenburg Layered Suite which do
not contain fossil potential.

Decision:

- SAHRA supports the recommendation of the specialist report for a Phase 1 Heritage Impact Assessment on
the development footprint. However, the possible impact that support infrastructure may have on heritage
resources in the larger project area must be considered. 
- The recommendation that the project be exempted from further palaeontological assessment is supported.
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Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________ 
Phillip Hine
Heritage Officer

________________________________________ 
Colette Scheermeyer
SAHRA Head Archaeologist
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:

Terms & Conditions:

1. This approval does not exonerate the applicant from obtaining local authority approval or any other necessary approval for
proposed work.

2. If any heritage resources, including graves or human remains, are encountered they must be reported to SAHRA immediately.
3. SAHRA reserves the right to request additional information as required.
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12 February 2013 
 

MINUTES FROM THE EERSTEGELUK PUBLIC MEETING: MINING RIGHT APPLICATION 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE PROPOSED EXTENSION OF THE 

EXISTING SPITZKOP / RHODIUM REEFS PLATINUM MINE FOCUSSED ON THE 
EXTRACTION OF THE UG2 PLATINUM REEF  

 
A public meeting was held at Kgahlong High School in Steeploort, Limpopo Province on 16 
January 2013. 
The objectives of the meeting were to:  

 Facilitate public consultation and present the Environmental Impact Assessment and 
Mining Right Application Process for the Rhodium Reefs project; Provide an overview 
of the project and what it will entail; and 

 Obtain comments and inputs from Interested and Affected Parties’ (I&APs) on the 
Draft Scoping Report for the project. 

 

Please find attached a copy of the draft minutes for your perusal and comment. Kindly review 
these minutes and submit comments to the Public Participation Office.  

Comments can be forwarded to: 

Sibongile Bambisa 

Tel: 011 789 9495 

Fax: 011 789 9498 

Email: Sibongile.bambisa@digbywells.com 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Sibongile Bambisa 

Public Participation Practitioner 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/dmarsden/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/UQDBDI3H/Sibongile.bambisa@digbywells.com
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DRAFT MINUTES FROM THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON  
16 JANUARY 2013 AT THE KGAHLONG HIGH SCHOOL, 

EERSTEGELUK VILLAGE, STEELPOORT- LIMPOPO 

PROVINCE 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS FOR THE PROPOSED 
EXTENSION OF THE EXISTING SPITZKOP / RHODIUM 

REEFS PLATINUM MINE FOCUSSED ON THE EXTRACTION 

OF THE UG2 PLATINUM REEF  

 

 
 

 

 
Date:  16 January 2013 

Time: 09H30  

Venue: Kgahlong High School, Eerstgeluk Village- Limpopo Province 
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1 PURPOSE OF MEETING 
The purpose of the meeting is to: 

 Undertake Public Consultation and present the Environmental Impact Assessment 
and Mining Right Application Process for the Rhodium Reefs project; 

 Provide an overview of the project and what it will entail; and 

 Obtain comments and inputs from Interested and Affected Parties’ (I&APs) on the 
Draft Scoping Report for the project. 

2 ATTENDEES 
A copy of an attendance register is attached as Appendix A. Please refer to table 1 for a list of the 
attendees.  

Table 1: Project Team 

NAME ORGANISATION AND POSITION 

Mr Dave Marsden Rhodium Reefs Limited: General Manager Eastern 
Limb Projects 

Mr Lucas Berrange Rhodium Reefs Limited – SHERQ Manager 

Mr Elphus Shai Rhodium Reefs Limited – Community Liaison 

Mr Dawie Barnard  Rhodium Reefs Limited – Administrative Manager 

Mr Vuyi Mdleleni Representative of the Black Economic Empowerment 
(BEE) partner 

Mr Kabelo Mphake Digby Wells Environmental - Public Participation 
Practitioner 

Mr Marcelle Radyn  Digby Wells  Environmental- Project Administrator 

Ms Sibongile Bambisa Digby Wells Environmental - Public Participation 
Practitioner 

 

3 PRESENTATION  
 

A presentation on the Mining Right Application and Environmental Impact Assessment Process 

for the Rhodium Reefs Project was presented by Mr Kabelo Mphake from Digby Wells 

Environmental. Mr Dave Marsden presented the company and project background. Refer to 

Appendix B for a copy of the presentation. The public meeting was conducted in Sepedi and 

English. 
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4 OPEN DISCUSSION FORUM 

Questions, issues of concern and comments discussed during the meeting are presented in the 

table below. 
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Table 2: Issues and comments raised 

NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
1. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  

Public meeting attendee from Ga-
Malekane village 

Which waste activities will be applied for 
in the Waste Management Licence 
Application?  

Mr Marcelle Radyn 
(Digby Wells)  

Rhodium Reefs Limited (RRL) is applying for 
the temporary handling and storage of 
general and hazardous waste as well as a 
packaged sewage treatment plant.  

Will a Water Use Licence Application 
(WULA) be submitted for the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs project? 

Mr Dave Marsden: RRL RRL has submitted a Water Use Licence 
application for the Spitskop and Mareesburg 
projects. As soon as it is approved, the 
licence will be amended to include the 
proposed Rhodium Reefs project. 

2. BLACK ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT (BEE) 

Mr Daniel Marweshi from Ga-
Malekane village 

How does one qualify to obtain the BEE 
shares within the Rhodium Reefs 
company?  

Mr Vuyi Mdleleni: 
Representative of the 
Black Economic 
Empowerment (BEE) 
partner and Mr Dave 
Marsden: RRL 

Each listed entity has shares listed in the 
Stock Exchange. If there is a desire to 
purchase the BEE shares, one has to consult 
with the shareholders regarding purchasing 
of shares. 

The late Mr Zwelakhe Sisulu was in 
discussion with the Department of Mineral 
Resources (DMR) regarding the restructuring 
of the 26% BEE shares to ensure greater 
participation of the surrounding communities. 
Those discussions will continue with the 
Department of Mineral Resources (DMR). 

The Basadi Babedi Women consortium owns 
a certain percentage of the BEE shares on 
the Spitskop operation.  

Will RRL make the BEE shares available 
to the affected communities 

Mr Vuyi Mdleleni: 
Representative of the 
Black Economic 
Empowerment (BEE) 
partner  and Mr Dave 
Marsden: RRL 
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NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
3.PROJECT SPECIFIC ISSUES 

When does RRL anticipate starting 
construction for the proposed Rhodium 
Reefs project?  

Mr Dave Marsden: RRL 

 

At this stage it is not known when the projects 
will commence. It is dependent on the timing 
of the award of all mining rights and 
authorisations as well as the state of the 
metal prices that are ruling at the time.  
 

4.SOCIO- ECONOMIC 

Mr Daniel Marweshi Ga-Malekane 
village 

Local businesses were not appointed as 
service providers during the construction 
of the Kennedys’ Vale concentrator 

 

Mr Dave Marsden: RRL  

 

The main civil contractor appointed for the 
Kennedys Vale concentrator was Concor on 
the basis of an open tender. There are no 
local companies who have the expertise 
required to take on such large construction 
work.  

However, Rhodium Reefs Limited appointed 
a small civil construction company from the 
surrounding communities to do some of the 
smaller tasks. The earth works contract was 
awarded to Grinaker LTA and RRL insisted 
that they employed local people wherever 
possible and not employ any person from 
outside the communities, if the skills were 
available locally. 

He was never informed about the 
business opportunities that were 
available during the construction of the 
concentrator. A company from North 
West Province was appointed by RRL to 
undertake the construction of the 

Mr Dave Marsden: RRL 

 

Wherever possible, if the skills required could 
be sourced locally, they were. When the skills 
were not available from within the 
communities, unfortunately they had to be 
sourced from outside. If any local 
businessman wants to work for Rhodium 
Reefs, they should provide their contact 
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NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
concentrator. details and the nature of their business to Mr 

Elphus Shai to be added to the vendor list. 
This list was provided to all contractors at the 
time to enable them to source local sub-
contractors. 

Is there a guarantee that local 
businesses will be utilised during the 
construction of the proposed Rhodium 
Reefs project? 

Mr Dave Marsden: RRL Wherever possible, if the skills required can 
be sourced locally, they will be. When the 
skills were not available from within the 
communities, unfortunately RRL will have to 
look elsewhere.  

Mr David representative of the 
Tubatse Transport Association 

He is involved in the transport industry 
and therefore requested to be informed 
should Eastplats require transport 
services.  

Mr Dave Marsden: RRL 

 

RRL holds a quarterly stakeholder meeting 
with the Kgoshi’s and Ward Councillors to 
discuss opportunities available to the local 
community. The Chiefs and the Ward 
Councillors pass on the information to the 
local residents and businesses. 

Requested local businesses to register their 
company information with Mr Elphus Shai the 
Community Liaison Officer.  

Mr Daniel Marweshi from Ga- 
Malekane village 

The local businesses were not invited to 
the waste management workshop 
although they provided their business 
profiles to Mr Elphus Shai.  

5.PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Mr David from Ga-Malekane village The Draft Scoping Report has not been 
made available at the Ga-Masha village  

He attempted to view the report at the 
Ga-Malekane village however was 
refused access to view the report. 

Kabelo Mphake 

Digby Wells 

An electronic copy (CD) of the draft Scoping 
report was handed out at the meeting. 

A copy of the final Scoping Report will be 
made available at the Ga-Masha Traditional 
Authority. 

Comment noted. 

Contact details of those interested in 

Ms Julia Makofani from Ga- 
Malekane village 

Recommended that the EIA reports to be 
made available at the public libraries. 
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NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
Mr Thabo Mapodile from  
Ga- Malekane village 

The EIA reports must made available at 
the SANCO offices instead of the 
Municipal Offices. The municipality 
officials deprive the local community of 
important information. 

receiving an electronic copy of the report 
were recorded after the public meeting. Five 
copies will be posted on 30 January 2013. 

6. GENERAL 

Mr Thabo Mapodile Ga- Malekane 
village 

Why is RRL only engaging with Kgoshi’s 
and Ward Councillors? The broader 
community as a whole must also be 
engaged in the quarterly meetings held 
between RRL, the local Chiefs and the 
Ward Councillors.  

Mr Dave Marsden: RRL 

  

 

RRL has in the past held community 
meetings however there was poor 
attendance. A decision was then made that 
only the representatives of the community will 
be invited to the quarterly meetings. This 
decision will be revisited to include the 
broader community. 

 

Mr Daniel  Marweshi Ga- Malekane 
village  

The local Chiefs and Ward Councillors 
do not provide feedback to the 
community regarding the quarterly 
meetings held with RRL. An appropriate 
means to disseminate information to the 
community at large must be formulated. 

RRL will investigate other means to ensure 
effective communication with the 
communities. All were encouraged to submit 
recommendations to RRL on how the 
community wish to be engaged or consulted. 

Public meeting attendee 
Ga- Malekane  village 

The Kgoshi informed the community that 
the public meetings were to be held on 
19 & 20 January 2013 

Comment noted.  
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ACTION ITEMS 
During the meeting various action items were discussed, please refer to Table 3 for the action 
items. 

Table 3: Action Items discussed during the meeting 

Action Item Responsible Party 

Post 5 CD copies of the Draft Scoping Report Digby Wells 

Place the EIA reports at the library and the 
SANCO offices 

Digby Wells  

Investigate options to effectively engage with 
stakeholders  

RRL 

Send business profiles to East plats’ 
community Liaison Officer 

Local businessmen/ women 

5 CLOSURE 
The meeting was adjourned at 11H00 and Kabelo Mphake thanked everyone for attending the 
meeting. 



 

 

_________________________________________________ 
Digby Wells & Associates (Pty) Ltd. Co. Reg. No. 1999/05985/07. Fern Isle, Section 10, 359 Pretoria Ave Randburg Private Bag 

X10046, Randburg, 2125, South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 789 9495, Fax: +27 11 789 9498, info@digbywells.com, www.digbywells.com 

_________________________________________________ 
Directors: A Sing*, AR Wilke, LF Koeslag, PD Tanner (British)*, AJ Reynolds (Chairman) (British)*, J Leaver*, GE Trusler (C.E.O)  

*Non-Executive 
_________________________________________________ 

 
 

12 February 2013 
 

MINUTES FROM THE PUBLIC MEETING ON 16 JANUARY 2013 AT THE GA-PHASHA 
COMMUNITY HALL: MINING RIGHT APPLICATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

AUTHORISATIONS FOR THE PROPOSED EXTENSION OF THE EXISTING SPITZKOP / 
RHODIUM REEFS PLATINUM MINE FOCUSSED ON THE EXTRACTION OF THE UG2 

PLATINUM REEF  
 

A public meeting was held on 16 January 2013, 12h00 at the Ga-Phasha community hall in 

Steelploort, Limpopo Province: 

The objectives of the meetings were to:  

 Engage in Public Consultation and present the Environmental Impact Assessment and 

Mining Right Application Process for the Rhodium Reefs project; 

 Provide an overview of the project and what it will entail; and 

 Obtain comments and inputs from Interested and Affected Parties’ (I&APs) on the Draft 

Scoping Report for the Rhodium Reefs project. 

Please find attached a copy of the draft minutes for your perusal and comment. Kindly review 

these minutes and submit comments to the Public Participation Office.  

Comments can be forwarded to: 

Sibongile Bambisa 

Tel: 011 789 9495 

Fax: 011 789 9498 

Email: Sibongile.bambisa@digbywells.com 

Yours sincerely, 

Sibongile Babisa 

Public Participation Practitioner 

mailto:Sibongile.bambisa@digbywells.com
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MINUTES FROM THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON 16 
JANUARY 2013 AT THE GA-PHASHA COMMUNITY HALL, 

STEELPOORT- LIMPOPO PROVINCE 

 ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS FOR THE 
PROPOSED EXTENSION OF THE EXISTING SPITZKOP / 
RHODIUM REEFS PLATINUM MINE FOCUSSED ON THE 

EXTRACTION OF THE UG2 PLATINUM REEF  

 

 
 

 

 
Date:  16 January 2013 

Time: 12H00  

Venue: Ga-Phasha Community Hall, Steelpoort (Limpopo Province) 
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1 PURPOSE OF MEETING 
The objectives of the meetings were to:  

 Engage in Public Consultation and present the Environmental Impact Assessment and 

Mining Right Application Process for the Rhodium Reefs project; 

 Provide an overview of the project and what it will entail; and 

 Obtain comments and inputs from Interested and Affected Parties’ (I&APs) on the Draft 

Scoping Report for the Rhodium Reefs project. 

2 ATTENDEES 
 

Please refer to table 1 for a list of the project team members. The attendance register was 

completed and it was withheld by the attendees and is kept at the Ga-Phasha Traditional 

Authority. An audio recording of the meeting proceedings is available. 

Table 1: Project Team 

NAME ORGANISATION AND POSITION 

Mr Dave Marsden Rhodium Reefs Limited: General Manager Eastern 
Limb Projects 

Mr Lucas Berrange Rhodium Reefs Limited-  SHERQ Manager 

Mr Elphus Shai Rhodium Reefs Limited- Community Liaison 

Mr Dawie Barnard Rhodium Reefs Limited – Administrative Manager 

Mr Vuyi Mdleleni Representative of the Black Economic Empowerment 
(BEE) partner 

Mr Kabelo Mphake Digby Wells Environmental - Public Participation 
Practitioner 

Mr Marcelle Radyn  Digby Wells Environmental - Project Administrator 

Ms Sibongile Bambisa Digby Wells Environmental - Public Participation 
Practitioner 
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3 PRESENTATION  
A presentation on the Mining Right Application and Environmental Impact Assessment Process 

for the proposed Rhodium Reefs Project was presented by Mr Kabelo Mphake from Digby Wells 

Environmental. Mr Dave Marsden presented the company and project background. Refer to 

Appendix B for a copy of the presentation. The public meeting was conducted in Sepedi and 

English. 

4 OPEN DISCUSSION FORUM 
Questions, issues of concern and comments discussed during the meeting are presented in the 

table below. 
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Table 2: Issues and comments raised. 

NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
1. BLACK ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT (BEE) 

Mr Sola     Ga-Phasha village Will Rhodium Reefs Limited (RRL) 
make provision for the local 
community and land claimants to 
participate in the BEE shareholding of 
the company?  

 

RRL must meet with the affected 
communities to discuss the BEE 
shareholding that will be offered to the 
affected communities. 

Mr Dave Marsden: 

RRL 

RRL is in the process of engaging with the 
Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) on a 
suitable BEE structure to ensure greater 
participation of the surrounding local communities. 

The late Mr Zwelakhe Sisulu was in discussions with 
the DMR regarding the restructuring of the 26% 
BEE shares to ensure greater participation of the 
surrounding communities. These discussions will 
still continue with the DMR.  

 The Basadi bababedi Women consortium owns a 
certain percentage of the BEE shares on the 
Spitzkop operation. 

2. PROJECT LOCATION 

CouncillorHlatshwayo Ga-Phasha 
village

Will the farms De Goedeverwachting 
332KT and Boschkloof 331 KT be 
affected by the proposed Rhodium 
Reefs project? 

Mr Dave Marsden: 

RRL 

The Mining Right Application for Rhodium Reefs 
includes the following farms: De Goedeverwachting 
332KT and Kennedy’s Vale 361 KT Boschkloof 331 
KT, Tweefontein 360 KT; and Belvedere 362 KT. 
The only impact on the surface land is planned on 
De Goedeverwachting 

3. SOCIO-ECONOMIC  

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

RRL must provide the exact number of 
people that will be employed for the 

Mr Dave Marsden: 
RRL  

At this stage it is not known exactly how many 
people will be employed at the proposed project. 
The company’s philosophy is to recruit local people 
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NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
proposed Rhodium Reefs project.  

 

 

 

 

 

Prior to the construction of the Madikwe 
Mine, about 200 local people were 
selected to take part in the skills training 
programme. RRL must also consider 
selecting people from the community to be 
part of their skills training programme prior 
to the construction of the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs mine. 

 

wherever possible and this was demonstrated 
during construction of the Kennedy’s Vale 
concentrator. 

During the construction of the Kennedy’s Vale 
concentrator, RRL met with the five local Chiefs and 
the Ward Councillors on a quarterly basis. In these 
quarterly meetings, RRL has made it clear that it is 
committed to provide preferential employment and 
skills training programmes to the surrounding 
communities to work at its operations.  

The skills training programme was offered to 
candidates from the local community. A total 50 
people were recruited from the local communities to 
be trained by Goldfields at the training colleges in 
Welkom and Steelploort, 48 of those learners 
qualified as artisans (boiler makers, electricians, 
riggers and fitters e.t.c).  Of the 48 learners, 12 
candidates were from the Ga-Phasha community.  
RRL also employed local people for all of the semi-
skilled and unskilled positions where suitable 
candidates could be found.   

After cessation of the Spitzkop and Kennedy’s Vale 
projects most of the artisans trained by RRL have 
found alternative employment but on re-
commencement of the project the company will 
once again train local people. 
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NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

How will RRL assist the community to 
ensure that there are no jobs lost post 
closure of the mine?  

Dave Marsden: RRL 

 

 

 

Dawie Barnard: RRL 

There will undoubtedly be jobs lost on closure of the 
mine operations and the company’s Social and 
Labour Plan outlines a plan to minimise the impact 
on closure.  

 

SLP requires a future forum to be established which 
will ensure re-employment after closure.  

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

The community will provide RRL with a 
social licence to start mining. However, 
RRL needs to make a commitment to the 
community regarding their willingness to 
ensure that the local communities will 
participate in the skills training 
programme. In addition the company 
needs to indicate the type of training which 
will be offered and how many people will 
be recruited for the skills training 
programme. 

Dave Marsden: RRL At this stage it is not known when the proposed 
project will commence. RRL is committed to 
providing employment opportunities and skills 
training to the surrounding communities. 
. 

Prior to the construction of the proposed 
mine, RRL must provide appropriate skills 
training programmes to the affected 
communities. 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

How many people will be recruited to work 
at the proposed Rhodium Reefs mine?  

Dave Marsden: RRL The number of people who will be employed at the 
proposed Rhodium Reefs mine is still unknown. 
RRL is still uncertain in terms of when the proposed 
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NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
mine will start being operational. The question on 
when the mine will be operational is dependent on 
the timing of the award of all mining rights and 
authorisations as well as the state of the metal 
prices that are ruling at the time.  
 
The platinum industry is currently in a crisis but RRL 
has to complete the required permitting process with 
the DMR. When the process was commenced in 
November 2011 world economies and the platinum 
market were buoyant but they are not right now.    

Kgoshigadi Ga-Phasha village Requested RRL to refrain from engaging 
only with the local Chiefs. This causes 
further division amongst the Chief and the 
community. If the community is side-lined, 
the progress of the proposed project will 
be stunted. RRL must engage with the 
broader community. 

Mr Vuyi Mdleleni 

RRL 

Comment noted. RRL currently engages with the 
community through local Chiefs and ward 
Councillors but they are aware of the concerns and 
will investigate further communication forums.  

Proposed for the community to a sign petition to be 
submitted to the office of the Premier.  

Mr Shola Ga-Phasha village Raised a concern that RRL’s Community 
Liaison Officer (CLO) liaises with only one 
affected community and neglects the other 
communities.  

Dave Marsden: RRL The CLO is appointed to represent the interests of 
the company with the communities; they are not 
appointed to represent the communities (currently 
the Kgoshi’s represent the communities). The CLO 
speaks to all Chiefs and Ward Councillors on behalf 
of the Company and cannot appoint a CLO for every 
community right now.  

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

The community has no trust in the current 
CLO. It was proposed that a new CLO 
from the Ga-Phasa community should be 
appointed.  
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NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
The community from Ga-Phasha will grant 
a social licence to RRL to mine in the 
area, provided the company commits to 
constructing a water purification tank for 
the surrounding communities. 

Dave Marsden :RRL The operation will have a water treatment facility for 
the staff on site.  

There is no need to request RRL to build a 
water purification tank for the community.  
RRL is fully aware of the needs of the 
community. Indicated that the community 
will protest if RRL fails to agree to the 
communities’ request.  

The roads are in a bad condition, and all 
the mining companies in the area are not 
doing anything about the damaged roads.  

Dave Marsden: RRL RRL has to develop projects according to the 
Integrated Development Plan (IDP) of the local 
municipality. If the community wishes to have their 
needs addressed by a mine they must petition to 
have them added to the IDP.  Once they are added 
a mine can address these needs. RRL has made 
undertakings to the DMR in terms of the Social and 
Labour Plan to undertake certain LED projects on 
the current list, subject to the approval of the DMR. 

Public Meeting Attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

RRL should not be granted a Mining Right 
Licence as they are not willing to make 
commitments to develop the affected 
communities. 

Mr Dave Marsden: 
RRL 

The Company has made commitments in the SLP 
and when the mine is in operation, the company will 
work closely with the communities to identify the 
most pressing needs for investment. 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

How will the affected communities benefit 
from the proposed Rhodium Reefs 
project?  

The company will be making an investment in the 
area and provide a certain amount of employment. 
In addition it will honour commitments for LED 
projects as stipulated in the SLP. 

Mr Jimmy Ga- Phasha village There are people within the community 
who have experience in Human 
Resources and Office Administration. The 

Dave Marsden: RRL When the company starts recruiting it will again 
work closely with communities to identify local 
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community can provide names of people 
who can fill positions in the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs mine. 

people for employment. 

Public Meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

 

The skills training programme that will be 
provided to the local people must be 
compliant with the Mining Qualifications 
Authority (MQA) to ensure that the skills 
provided are industry wide. The 50 
candidates from the local community were 
enrolled in a semi-skilled training 
programme, which was not recognised by 
other mining companies.  

Mr Dave Marsden: 
RRL 

The skills training programme that was provided to 
the 50 candidates was an industry recognised 
training programme aimed specifically at increasing 
the number of technical artisans from the local 
communities. These skills are portable and the 
candidates that were selected to participate in the 
skills training programme have found alternative 
work after completion of their training.   

 

 
The candidates who will be recruited for 
training must be equipped with appropriate 
skills which enable them to work at other 
mining companies. 
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Public Meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

 

It seems that students who studied 
commercial subjects, like economics, are 
being side lined. Majority of people in the 
community have studied commercial 
subjects.  

 

The selection criteria for the skills training 
programme must be extensive. RRL must 
recruit candidates who have a background 
in Science and Commercial subjects. 

 

Mr Dave Marsden: 
RRL 

Mining requires technically oriented people to run 
the operations and to get such technical background 
we need people who have skills in Maths and 
Science. Maths and Science are the key 
requirements in the mining industry. People who 
studied commercial subjects will be considered for a 
skills training programme once the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs mine is established and fully 
operational.  

In a case where there is an extreme shortage of 
skills, the priority will be to train people who will be 
able to work at the mine. 

4. SURFACE AND GROUNDWATER 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

How will the community know if their 
underground water is contaminated by 
RRL’s mining activities? The community 
solely relies on underground water for 
drinking  

Mr Marcelle Radyn 

Digby Wells 
Environmental 

 

 

Mr Kabelo Mphake 

Digby Wells 
Environmental 

The water specialist will take water samples to 
establish baseline information and check water 
quality prior to the construction of the proposed 
mine. During the operational phase of the proposed 
mine the water specialist will regularly monitor the 
quality of the water.  

 

Water samples will be taken to measure the quality 
of water. During the operation phase, monitoring will 
be conducted regularly and the results will be 
submitted to the Department of Water Affairs 
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Mr Lucas Berrange: 

RRL 

(DWA).  

 

RRL monitors water quality regularly to check the 
levels of, for example, nitrate. RRL has been 
transparent about the results of water quality. 
Feedback on the results is provided at the 
stakeholder quarterly meetings.  

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

The community will keep the attendance 
registers until such time RRL is ready to 
make commitments on developing the 
community. 

Mr Kabelo Mphake 
Digby Wells  

Comment noted. 



Minutes from the public meeting held on 16 January 2013 at the Ga-Phasha Community Hall 

 

 

 

ACTION ITEMS 
During the meeting various action items were discussed, please refer to Table 3 for the action 
items. 

Table 3: Action Items discussed during the meeting 

Action Item Responsible Party 

Involve the community in the quarterly 
stakeholder meetings 

RRL 

5 CLOSURE 
The meeting was adjourned at 13H00 and Mr Kabelo Mphake thanked everyone for attending the 
meeting. 
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12 February 2013 
 

MINUTES FROM THE PUBLIC MEETING ON 16 JANUARY 2013 AT THE GA-PHASHA 
COMMUNITY HALL: MINING RIGHT APPLICATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

AUTHORISATIONS FOR THE PROPOSED EXTENSION OF THE EXISTING SPITZKOP / 
RHODIUM REEFS PLATINUM MINE FOCUSSED ON THE EXTRACTION OF THE UG2 

PLATINUM REEF  
 

A public meeting was held on 16 January 2013, 12h00 at the Ga-Phasha community hall in 

Steelploort, Limpopo Province: 

The objectives of the meetings were to:  

 Engage in Public Consultation and present the Environmental Impact Assessment and 

Mining Right Application Process for the Rhodium Reefs project; 

 Provide an overview of the project and what it will entail; and 

 Obtain comments and inputs from Interested and Affected Parties’ (I&APs) on the Draft 

Scoping Report for the Rhodium Reefs project. 

Please find attached a copy of the draft minutes for your perusal and comment. Kindly review 

these minutes and submit comments to the Public Participation Office.  

Comments can be forwarded to: 

Sibongile Bambisa 

Tel: 011 789 9495 

Fax: 011 789 9498 

Email: Sibongile.bambisa@digbywells.com 

Yours sincerely, 

Sibongile Babisa 

Public Participation Practitioner 

mailto:Sibongile.bambisa@digbywells.com
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MINUTES FROM THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON 16 
JANUARY 2013 AT THE GA-PHASHA COMMUNITY HALL, 

STEELPOORT- LIMPOPO PROVINCE 

 ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS FOR THE 
PROPOSED EXTENSION OF THE EXISTING SPITZKOP / 
RHODIUM REEFS PLATINUM MINE FOCUSSED ON THE 

EXTRACTION OF THE UG2 PLATINUM REEF  

 

 
 

 

 
Date:  16 January 2013 

Time: 12H00  

Venue: Ga-Phasha Community Hall, Steelpoort (Limpopo Province) 
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1 PURPOSE OF MEETING 
The objectives of the meetings were to:  

 Engage in Public Consultation and present the Environmental Impact Assessment and 

Mining Right Application Process for the Rhodium Reefs project; 

 Provide an overview of the project and what it will entail; and 

 Obtain comments and inputs from Interested and Affected Parties’ (I&APs) on the Draft 

Scoping Report for the Rhodium Reefs project. 

2 ATTENDEES 
 

Please refer to table 1 for a list of the project team members. The attendance register was 

completed and it was withheld by the attendees and is kept at the Ga-Phasha Traditional 

Authority. An audio recording of the meeting proceedings is available. 

Table 1: Project Team 

NAME ORGANISATION AND POSITION 

Mr Dave Marsden Rhodium Reefs Limited: General Manager Eastern 
Limb Projects 

Mr Lucas Berrange Rhodium Reefs Limited-  SHERQ Manager 

Mr Elphus Shai Rhodium Reefs Limited- Community Liaison 

Mr Dawie Barnard Rhodium Reefs Limited – Administrative Manager 

Mr Vuyi Mdleleni Representative of the Black Economic Empowerment 
(BEE) partner 

Mr Kabelo Mphake Digby Wells Environmental - Public Participation 
Practitioner 

Mr Marcelle Radyn  Digby Wells Environmental - Project Administrator 

Ms Sibongile Bambisa Digby Wells Environmental - Public Participation 
Practitioner 
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3 PRESENTATION  
A presentation on the Mining Right Application and Environmental Impact Assessment Process 

for the proposed Rhodium Reefs Project was presented by Mr Kabelo Mphake from Digby Wells 

Environmental. Mr Dave Marsden presented the company and project background. Refer to 

Appendix B for a copy of the presentation. The public meeting was conducted in Sepedi and 

English. 

4 OPEN DISCUSSION FORUM 
Questions, issues of concern and comments discussed during the meeting are presented in the 

table below. 
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Table 2: Issues and comments raised. 

NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
1. BLACK ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT (BEE) 

Mr Sola     Ga-Phasha village Will Rhodium Reefs Limited (RRL) 
make provision for the local 
community and land claimants to 
participate in the BEE shareholding of 
the company?  

 

RRL must meet with the affected 
communities to discuss the BEE 
shareholding that will be offered to the 
affected communities. 

Mr Dave Marsden: 

RRL 

RRL is in the process of engaging with the 
Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) on a 
suitable BEE structure to ensure greater 
participation of the surrounding local communities. 

The late Mr Zwelakhe Sisulu was in discussions with 
the DMR regarding the restructuring of the 26% 
BEE shares to ensure greater participation of the 
surrounding communities. These discussions will 
still continue with the DMR.  

 The Basadi bababedi Women consortium owns a 
certain percentage of the BEE shares on the 
Spitzkop operation. 

2. PROJECT LOCATION 

CouncillorHlatshwayo Ga-Phasha 
village

Will the farms De Goedeverwachting 
332KT and Boschkloof 331 KT be 
affected by the proposed Rhodium 
Reefs project? 

Mr Dave Marsden: 

RRL 

The Mining Right Application for Rhodium Reefs 
includes the following farms: De Goedeverwachting 
332KT and Kennedy’s Vale 361 KT Boschkloof 331 
KT, Tweefontein 360 KT; and Belvedere 362 KT. 
The only impact on the surface land is planned on 
De Goedeverwachting 

3. SOCIO-ECONOMIC  

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

RRL must provide the exact number of 
people that will be employed for the 

Mr Dave Marsden: 
RRL  

At this stage it is not known exactly how many 
people will be employed at the proposed project. 
The company’s philosophy is to recruit local people 
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NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
proposed Rhodium Reefs project.  

 

 

 

 

 

Prior to the construction of the Madikwe 
Mine, about 200 local people were 
selected to take part in the skills training 
programme. RRL must also consider 
selecting people from the community to be 
part of their skills training programme prior 
to the construction of the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs mine. 

 

wherever possible and this was demonstrated 
during construction of the Kennedy’s Vale 
concentrator. 

During the construction of the Kennedy’s Vale 
concentrator, RRL met with the five local Chiefs and 
the Ward Councillors on a quarterly basis. In these 
quarterly meetings, RRL has made it clear that it is 
committed to provide preferential employment and 
skills training programmes to the surrounding 
communities to work at its operations.  

The skills training programme was offered to 
candidates from the local community. A total 50 
people were recruited from the local communities to 
be trained by Goldfields at the training colleges in 
Welkom and Steelploort, 48 of those learners 
qualified as artisans (boiler makers, electricians, 
riggers and fitters e.t.c).  Of the 48 learners, 12 
candidates were from the Ga-Phasha community.  
RRL also employed local people for all of the semi-
skilled and unskilled positions where suitable 
candidates could be found.   

After cessation of the Spitzkop and Kennedy’s Vale 
projects most of the artisans trained by RRL have 
found alternative employment but on re-
commencement of the project the company will 
once again train local people. 
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NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

How will RRL assist the community to 
ensure that there are no jobs lost post 
closure of the mine?  

Dave Marsden: RRL 

 

 

 

Dawie Barnard: RRL 

There will undoubtedly be jobs lost on closure of the 
mine operations and the company’s Social and 
Labour Plan outlines a plan to minimise the impact 
on closure.  

 

SLP requires a future forum to be established which 
will ensure re-employment after closure.  

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

The community will provide RRL with a 
social licence to start mining. However, 
RRL needs to make a commitment to the 
community regarding their willingness to 
ensure that the local communities will 
participate in the skills training 
programme. In addition the company 
needs to indicate the type of training which 
will be offered and how many people will 
be recruited for the skills training 
programme. 

Dave Marsden: RRL At this stage it is not known when the proposed 
project will commence. RRL is committed to 
providing employment opportunities and skills 
training to the surrounding communities. 
. 

Prior to the construction of the proposed 
mine, RRL must provide appropriate skills 
training programmes to the affected 
communities. 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

How many people will be recruited to work 
at the proposed Rhodium Reefs mine?  

Dave Marsden: RRL The number of people who will be employed at the 
proposed Rhodium Reefs mine is still unknown. 
RRL is still uncertain in terms of when the proposed 
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NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
mine will start being operational. The question on 
when the mine will be operational is dependent on 
the timing of the award of all mining rights and 
authorisations as well as the state of the metal 
prices that are ruling at the time.  
 
The platinum industry is currently in a crisis but RRL 
has to complete the required permitting process with 
the DMR. When the process was commenced in 
November 2011 world economies and the platinum 
market were buoyant but they are not right now.    

Kgoshigadi Ga-Phasha village Requested RRL to refrain from engaging 
only with the local Chiefs. This causes 
further division amongst the Chief and the 
community. If the community is side-lined, 
the progress of the proposed project will 
be stunted. RRL must engage with the 
broader community. 

Mr Vuyi Mdleleni 

RRL 

Comment noted. RRL currently engages with the 
community through local Chiefs and ward 
Councillors but they are aware of the concerns and 
will investigate further communication forums.  

Proposed for the community to a sign petition to be 
submitted to the office of the Premier.  

Mr Shola Ga-Phasha village Raised a concern that RRL’s Community 
Liaison Officer (CLO) liaises with only one 
affected community and neglects the other 
communities.  

Dave Marsden: RRL The CLO is appointed to represent the interests of 
the company with the communities; they are not 
appointed to represent the communities (currently 
the Kgoshi’s represent the communities). The CLO 
speaks to all Chiefs and Ward Councillors on behalf 
of the Company and cannot appoint a CLO for every 
community right now.  

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

The community has no trust in the current 
CLO. It was proposed that a new CLO 
from the Ga-Phasa community should be 
appointed.  
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NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT RAISED RESPONDENT RESPONSE 
The community from Ga-Phasha will grant 
a social licence to RRL to mine in the 
area, provided the company commits to 
constructing a water purification tank for 
the surrounding communities. 

Dave Marsden :RRL The operation will have a water treatment facility for 
the staff on site.  

There is no need to request RRL to build a 
water purification tank for the community.  
RRL is fully aware of the needs of the 
community. Indicated that the community 
will protest if RRL fails to agree to the 
communities’ request.  

The roads are in a bad condition, and all 
the mining companies in the area are not 
doing anything about the damaged roads.  

Dave Marsden: RRL RRL has to develop projects according to the 
Integrated Development Plan (IDP) of the local 
municipality. If the community wishes to have their 
needs addressed by a mine they must petition to 
have them added to the IDP.  Once they are added 
a mine can address these needs. RRL has made 
undertakings to the DMR in terms of the Social and 
Labour Plan to undertake certain LED projects on 
the current list, subject to the approval of the DMR. 

Public Meeting Attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

RRL should not be granted a Mining Right 
Licence as they are not willing to make 
commitments to develop the affected 
communities. 

Mr Dave Marsden: 
RRL 

The Company has made commitments in the SLP 
and when the mine is in operation, the company will 
work closely with the communities to identify the 
most pressing needs for investment. 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

How will the affected communities benefit 
from the proposed Rhodium Reefs 
project?  

The company will be making an investment in the 
area and provide a certain amount of employment. 
In addition it will honour commitments for LED 
projects as stipulated in the SLP. 

Mr Jimmy Ga- Phasha village There are people within the community 
who have experience in Human 
Resources and Office Administration. The 

Dave Marsden: RRL When the company starts recruiting it will again 
work closely with communities to identify local 
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community can provide names of people 
who can fill positions in the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs mine. 

people for employment. 

Public Meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

 

The skills training programme that will be 
provided to the local people must be 
compliant with the Mining Qualifications 
Authority (MQA) to ensure that the skills 
provided are industry wide. The 50 
candidates from the local community were 
enrolled in a semi-skilled training 
programme, which was not recognised by 
other mining companies.  

Mr Dave Marsden: 
RRL 

The skills training programme that was provided to 
the 50 candidates was an industry recognised 
training programme aimed specifically at increasing 
the number of technical artisans from the local 
communities. These skills are portable and the 
candidates that were selected to participate in the 
skills training programme have found alternative 
work after completion of their training.   

 

 
The candidates who will be recruited for 
training must be equipped with appropriate 
skills which enable them to work at other 
mining companies. 
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Public Meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

 

It seems that students who studied 
commercial subjects, like economics, are 
being side lined. Majority of people in the 
community have studied commercial 
subjects.  

 

The selection criteria for the skills training 
programme must be extensive. RRL must 
recruit candidates who have a background 
in Science and Commercial subjects. 

 

Mr Dave Marsden: 
RRL 

Mining requires technically oriented people to run 
the operations and to get such technical background 
we need people who have skills in Maths and 
Science. Maths and Science are the key 
requirements in the mining industry. People who 
studied commercial subjects will be considered for a 
skills training programme once the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs mine is established and fully 
operational.  

In a case where there is an extreme shortage of 
skills, the priority will be to train people who will be 
able to work at the mine. 

4. SURFACE AND GROUNDWATER 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

How will the community know if their 
underground water is contaminated by 
RRL’s mining activities? The community 
solely relies on underground water for 
drinking  

Mr Marcelle Radyn 

Digby Wells 
Environmental 

 

 

Mr Kabelo Mphake 

Digby Wells 
Environmental 

The water specialist will take water samples to 
establish baseline information and check water 
quality prior to the construction of the proposed 
mine. During the operational phase of the proposed 
mine the water specialist will regularly monitor the 
quality of the water.  

 

Water samples will be taken to measure the quality 
of water. During the operation phase, monitoring will 
be conducted regularly and the results will be 
submitted to the Department of Water Affairs 
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Mr Lucas Berrange: 

RRL 

(DWA).  

 

RRL monitors water quality regularly to check the 
levels of, for example, nitrate. RRL has been 
transparent about the results of water quality. 
Feedback on the results is provided at the 
stakeholder quarterly meetings.  

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

The community will keep the attendance 
registers until such time RRL is ready to 
make commitments on developing the 
community. 

Mr Kabelo Mphake 
Digby Wells  

Comment noted. 
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ACTION ITEMS 
During the meeting various action items were discussed, please refer to Table 3 for the action 
items. 

Table 3: Action Items discussed during the meeting 

Action Item Responsible Party 

Involve the community in the quarterly 
stakeholder meetings 

RRL 

5 CLOSURE 
The meeting was adjourned at 13H00 and Mr Kabelo Mphake thanked everyone for attending the 
meeting. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS FOR THE 
PROPOSED RHODIUM REEFS PLATINUM MINE 
FOCUSSED ON THE EXTRACTION OF THE UG2 

PLATINUM REEF 

PUBLIC MEETING – SCOPING  PHASE

16 AND 17  JANUARY 2013

PUBLIC MEETING – SCOPING  PHASE

16 AND 17  JANUARY 2013

Meeting Agenda

• Welcome and Opening Prayer

• Meeting Objectives and Administrative Issues

• Introductions 

• Presentation on the Rhodium Reefs project

• Discussion and Questions

• Closure and Way Forward

Objectives of the Meeting

The objectives of the public meeting are to:

– present the content of the Draft Scoping Report
and the EIA Process

– provide an overview of the project and what it will

entail

– obtain comments and inputs from I&APs on the

Draft Scoping Report

• Meeting to be conducted in English and Sepedi
• All are welcome to ask questions in the language 

of their choice
• Sign the attendance register to ensure that we 

can contact you in the future
• Kindly switch off cell phones
• Please hold all questions and comments until the 

end of the presentation (will revisit presentation 
where necessary)

• Minutes of the meeting will be made available to
I&APs

Meeting Approach 

Project Team 

Digby Wells Environmental

Johan Hayes – Project Manager

Marcelle Radyn – Project 
Administrator

Kabelo Mphake – Public 
Participation Practitioner

Sibongile Bambisa – Public 
Participation Practitioner

Eastern Platinum Limited

Dave Marsden – General Manager 
Eastern Limb Projects

Lukas Berrange – SHERQ 
Manager

Mr Vuyi Mdleleni – Representative 
BEE partner

Dawie Barnard – Administrative 
Manager 

Elphus Shai – Community Liaison

Rhodium Reefs Process
Marcelle Radyn – EAP, Digby Wells 

Environmental
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Mining Right Application

August 2012

September 2012

November 2011

December 2012

Submit MRA

14 days

Acceptance Letter 

Stating Timeframes

30 days

Scoping Report

Draft EMP Report 

with comments to 

date

Identify 

Land 

Claimants

Submit Final EMP 

Report with additional 

comments

Start public 

consultation

Obtain first 

comments

Public Meetings 

– January 2013
We are here

Draft EMP Report Compilation

Detailed EIA Phases

Environmental Authorisation

Opportunity for Appeal

Initial Application Phase
Application form

Scoping Report Phase
Initiation of the EIA process 

Draft Scoping Report incl.
Plan of Study for EIR
Final Scoping Report incl.
Plan of Study for EIR

EIR Phase
Draft EIR & Environmental
Management Programme

Final EIR & Revised Draft EMPr

�

�

�

�

Authority Review

Authority Review

Authority Review

Public review of 

draft Scoping 

Reports

Public review of draft 

and final EIR/EMPr 

Reports

September 2012

December 2012 to January 2013

April 2013

August/September  

2013

�October to November 2012

We are here

Notify I&APs of decision 

and allow public to 

review decision

Legislative Context
• Rhodium Reef Limited an Eastplats Group Ltd (Eastplats)

company has applied for a Mining Right in accordance with

Section 22 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act (MPRDA), Act No. 28 of 2002.

�A Mining Right Application was lodged with the
Limpopo Department of Mineral Resources in

November 2011
�The application was accepted in August 2012

In addition, the following authorisations are being applied for:

• Environmental Authorisation from the Limpopo Department of

Economic Development, Environment and Tourism (LEDET) in terms of

the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), Act No 107 of
1998 and associated Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

Regulations (GNR. 543 of 18 June 2010).

• Waste Management Licence from the LEDET in terms of the National
Environmental Management: Waste Act (NEM:WA), Act No. 59 of 2008.

� An EIA registration was submitted to LEDET in September 2012
� The public participation process started on September 2012

� The EIA registration was accepted in October 2012

� We anticipate submitting the initial EIA Report in April 2013

Process to date
• Comments were received from I&APs, and those were recorded in the

comment and response report which will be submitted to the authorities

for consideration

• Further comments have been received from individuals and from the land

claimants, and will be submitted to the authorities along with the

comments received today, together with company responses

• The authorities will decide if the responses are sufficient or require

further investigation

• Once a record of decision has been awarded, any I&AP has the right to

appeal against that decision

• The various key government departments that were invited to the public

meetings include:

– Department of Mineral Resources,

– Limpopo Department of Economic Development, Environment and

Tourism,

– Department of Rural Development and Land Reform, office of the

Land Claims Commissioner,

– Department of Water Affairs and

– Greater Tubatse Local Municipality.

Process to date continued
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• The company has communicated with the land claims
commissioners office regarding all land claims over the affected

areas and engaged them regarding the appropriate process to be
followed with such claimants

Correspondence with the Land Claims 

Commissioner

Company and               

Project Background 
Dave Marsden - General Manager 

Eastern Limb Projects

Who is Eastern Platinum Limited

• Eastern Platinum Limited (Eastplats) is a mining company listed on TSX,

AIM (London) and JSE :

• It has the following operations in South Africa:

Western Limb Bushveld :

� Crocodile River Mine (CRM)  in Brits, North-West Province

Eastern Limb Bushveld Projects:

� Spitzkop project in the Steelpoort valley , Limpopo Province; and

� Mareesburg project,  Limpopo Province
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Company Structure

Eastern Platinum 
Limited

Spitzkop
Platinum

Rhodium Reefs
Mareesburg 

Platinum Joint 
Venture

Projects Summary

� Spitzkop project

� Mareesburg project

� The DGV / Kennedy’s Vale project extension to the

Spitzkop project

Eastern Limb Bushveld Complex  Projects
• The Eastplats Group company, Spitzkop Platinum (Spitzkop), holds a

Mining Right over the farm Spitskop 333KT and an approved

environmental authorisation which includes the approval to build a

concentrator on Kennedy’s Vale 361KT

• Work on developing a shallow underground mine on the farm Spitzkop

333KT commenced in 2007 and was stopped in 2008

• Work on developing the concentrator on Kennedy’s Vale was stopped in

Oct 2012

• Another Eastplats Group company holds a mining right over the farm

Mareesburg 8JT and an approved environmental authorisation to develop
an open cast mine on the property

Eastern Limb Bushveld Complex  Projects

• The ore mined at Mareesburg will also be directed to the concentrator on

Kennedy’s Vale

• Rhodium Reefs is applying for this mining right and environmental

authorisation to form an extension of the Spitzkop project

• Rhodium Reefs has been the holder of prospecting rights on the same

farms from the mid 1980’s

• Eastplats owns approximately 74% of Spitzkop, Mareesburg and Rhodium

Reefs, however the 26% Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) component

is different for each entity

*

Rhodium Reefs Project 

Description
Marcelle Radyn – EAP, Digby Wells 

Environmental

Rhodium Reefs Project Description
• The planned underground mine on the farm Spitzkop will extend onto the following

farms:

� De Goedeverwachting 332KT and Kennedy’s Vale 361 KT

� Later onto some of the adjacent portions of the farms:

� Boschkloof 331 KT, Tweefontein 360 KT; and Belvedere 362 KT

• The proposed project will exploit the UG2 platinum reef with depths between 250 m
and 1700 m below surface

• Extended area will enable the scale of mining operations to be increased (partly
through the use of the existing vertical shaft infrastructure on Kennedy’s Vale)

• Final size and exact location of new infrastructure still needs to be confirmed with

land owners
• Separate negotiations to lease the property will be undertaken with the Department

of Rural Development and Land Reform in conjunction with the land occupiers and

claimants as per the directive from Rural Development
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Steelpoort river

Dwars river

R555

Steelpoort

Locality and 

Description

Provisional Surface 

infrastructure

Conceptual 

Infrastructure

Vertical 

Shaft Ventilation 

Shaft

Winder 

house

PC Dam

Stores and 

workshops

Tarred 

Access 

Road

Water 

treatment 

facility

Rail 

loops

Parking and 

offices

200 m X 200 m

De Goedverwachting 332KT

Boschkloof 331KT

Kennedy’s Vale 361KT

Tweefontein 360KT

Belvedere 362KT

Land Tenure

Provisional 

location

Specialist Studies
DMR Reference: LP30/5/1/2/2/10009MR

LEDET Reference:12/1/9/2-GS24

Specialist Studies to be conducted on 

the new areas
– Aquatic Assessment

– Topography and Visual 
Assessment

– Soils, Land Capability 
and Land Use 

– Hydrology and 
Geohydrology

– Air Quality and Dust

– Noise

– Ecology (fauna, flora, 

sensitive landscapes)

– Heritage / 

Archaeological and

– Social Impact 
Assessment

Potential Impacts

• Groundwater

�Drawdown of aquifers (lowering of water table)

impacting surrounding water users

• Surface water

�Increase in sedimentation

�Changes in water quality/quantity affecting aquatic

environment

• Noise and Visual
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Potential Impacts

• Socio-Economic

�Positive Impacts: 

• Employment, Training, Business opportunities,
Rhodium Reefs involvement in community

development, Municipal supply of services

�Negative Impacts:

• Influx of job seekers, Job losses after mine 

closure, Municipal supply of services, 

Public participation process

• Public Participation forms an integral part of the process 
to obtain environmental authorisations.

• Objectives:
� Identify, confirm and register all Interested and Affected

Parties (I&APs)

�Ensure that I&APs receive sufficient, accurate, and

accessible project information

�Provide I&APs with the opportunity to raise issues of

concern with the relevant government authorities

�Record and provide feedback on issues of concern and

comments from I&APs

Public Participation – Scoping phase

Background Information document, Newspaper

advertisement, Site notices – 19 September 2012

Letters and SMS’s were sent to I&APs to announce

the availability of the DSR - 3 December 2012

Update to include comments received from the

meetings to date

Letters and SMS’s will be sent to I&APs to

announce the availability of the FSR.

Announcement to I&APs

Submit Final Scoping 

Report (Authority & 

public)

Public Review of Draft 

Scoping Report (DSR)

Comments and 

Response Report 

Public Participation – Scoping phase 
continued

Newspaper advertisements 

Newspaper Date

Capricon Voice 19 September 2012

Steelburger 19 September 2012

Site Notices were put up in September  2012

Draft Scoping Report (DSR) available 

for public review

The Draft Scoping Report has been made available for

comment from 4 December 2012 to 30 January 2013 at:

�Greater Tubatse Municipality - Mapodile Satellite office

�Greater Tubatse Municipality – Burgersfort Public library

�Ga-Malekane Traditional Council

�Ga-Mampuru Traditional Council

�Roka Phasha Traditional Council

�Bengwenya Traditional Council

�CDs on request

�Digby Wells web site 

�www.digbywells.com

• Register as a stakeholder by contacting Digby
Wells

• Contact Rhodium Reefs to request a private
meeting

• Provide us with your comments, suggestions and
concerns

• Copies of all documents will be available for public
review at public places on the Digby Wells website
and CD’s upon request

How can you participate ?
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Closure and Way Forward

• Public review period of the  draft Scoping  reports ends 
on 30 January 2013

• Distribute the minutes of the public meeting to all 
registered I&APs

• Final Scoping Report will be  submitted to LEDET and 
also be made available for public review in February 

2013

• Compile draft EIR and place on public review in April 
2013

Digby Wells Environmental Contact 

Details

Attention: Kabelo Mphake 

Private Bag X10046, Randburg, South 

Africa, 2125

Tel: 011 504 1407 

Fax: 011 789 9498

Email: kabelo.mphake@digbywells.com 



 

 

 

 

COMMENTS AND RESPONSE REPORT 



RHO1867: RHODIUM REEFS LIMITED PLATINUM OPERATION PROJECT 

 

 

1 

COMMENTS AND RESPONSE REPORT  
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS FOR THE PROPOSED EXTENSION OF THE EXISTING SPITZKOP / RHODIUM REEFS PLATINUM 

MINE FOCUSSED ON THE EXTRACTION OF THE UG2 PLATINUM REEF PROJECT 

Final Scoping Report 

January 2013 

This Comments and Response Report (CRR) provides a summary of the comments, questions and issues raised by stakeholders since September 2012.Processes to obtain 
several Environmental Authorisations are being undertaken for the proposed development of the Rhodium Reefs Platinum Mine. These processes include:  

 A Mining Right from the Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) in accordance with Section 22 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act 
(MPRDA), Act No. 28 of 2002.  

 Environmental Authorisation from the Limpopo Department of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism (LDEDET) in terms of the National Environmental 
Management Act (NEMA) (Act No 107 of 1998) and Associated Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations (GNR. 543 of 18 June 2010). 

 An Integrated Water Use License (IWUL) from the Department of Water Affairs (DWA), Mpumalanga Province in terms of the National Water Act (NWA) (Act No. 36 
of 1998). 

This report includes stakeholder comments being recorded throughout the authorisation processes. The CRR will be updated throughout the EIA process: 
 CRR was appended to the Draft Scoping Report which will be available for public review from 4 December 2012  to 30 January2013; 
 CRR  has been updated and appended to the Final Scoping Report which is available for public review; 
 Updated CRR will be appended to the Draft EIA Report and  will include all comments from stakeholders on the Final Scoping Report which will be made available for 

public review. 
 Final CRR will be appended to the Final EIA Report andwill include comments from stakeholders on the Draft EIA Report. 
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1. LAND RIGHTS 

Fax: 28 September 
2012 

Mr Kgoputso Segokodi: Trustee 
of the  Babina Noko Ba Ga 
Mampuru Community Trust  

The prospecting rights granted to Eastplats for the 
Spitzkop project have been awarded on the land 
owned and occupied by the Babina - Noko Ba Ga-
Mampuru community. 

Comment noted. Please be 
advised that you have been 
registered as an interested and 
affected party and will be kept 
informed of the project progress. 

E-mail: 7 January 2013 

Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and 
Makola Community Trust. 
 

It is a known fact that the mineral bearing reefs on 
this property outcrop to the surface. It follows 
therefore that the reefs also lie close below the 
surface over a large part of some of the Properties 
with the shallowest reefs occurring below the 
Steelpoort River and the valley on the north- 
eastern side of those Properties.  
 
Prospecting involves the intentional search for 
minerals by using techniques such as drilling and 
trenching which disturb the surface. Shallow reefs 
are generally mined by opencast methods. Once 
the reefs are exposed, the overburden waste rock 
is cast into huge rock piles. Mining of shallow reefs 
is known to cause sink holes and subsidence. 
 
It is unfortunate that the shallowest reefs occur 
where the most fertile ground occurs. 
 
It appears that the reefs under those Properties are 
economically mineable and it is fair to say that once 

The comment is correct that there 
is ore which is outcropping on the 
farm De Goedeverwachting but it 
is highly disturbed and has the 
nature of a Split Reef facies. At 
this stage no opencast mining is 
envisaged and the mining plan 
put forward in the Mining Works 
Programme envisages mining 
taking place between 250 and 
1 700 metres below the surface. 
The only surface disturbance will 
be the shaft and infrastructure 
area, which is only 200 by 200 
metres.  
 
In the DSR not all the answers 
were readily available, hence the 
responses where only noted. 
However all of the comments and 
concerns will have formal 
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prospecting has been completed, the holder will 
apply for a mining right like now.  
 
Should mining commence, this will inevitably lead 
to large parts of the Properties being used, 
undermined and ruined by mining related activities 
with the concomitant reduction of valuable land 
available to the Community (ploughing, grazing 
etc.). This undermines our land claim without any 
benefit being derived for the Community.  
 
The rights of mineral right holder and the rights of 
the land owner become blurred where the minerals 
are close to the surface.  
 
The relationship between prospecting and mining 
on the one hand and the rights to the use of the 
surface on the other hand is complicated especially 
where there is competition between holders of 
mineral rights and land usage rights. Indeed, on 
any land where the minerals occur naturally close 
to the surface, it is imperative that all interested and 
affected parties are notified and consulted prior and 
not post any decision which can affect the others 
rights.  
 
It is incumbent upon the applicant of a 
prospecting/mining permit and right to explain in 
great detail the consequences of prospecting and 
mining on the land in order for some agreement to 
be reached. Not the bulldozing we see by Digby 
Wells/Rhodium Reefs to try and rush the approval 

responses by the time the final 
EIA is submitted.  
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of this mining right application. You can see that in 
the DSR document where they just say “NOTED”, 
to every question from the public and directly 
affected communities, and not saying or giving 
facts on how are they going to resolve all the 
concerns raised by the participating communities or 
directly affected parties. We are really concerned 
by these consulting method or system. Issues need 
to be addressed or an intention needs to be shown 
that Digby Wells/Rhodium Reefs are willing to 
address them, and not what we are witnessing in 
the current DSR document. 

2. ARCHEOLOGY 

Post: 8 October 2012 
Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and 
Makola Community Trust. 

The Babina Phuthi ba Makola Mashego community 
have their ancestral graves scattered on the 
various portions of the farms Kennedy’s Vale 361 
KT, De Goedeverwachting 332 KT, Boschkloof 331 
KT, Tweefontein 360 KT and Belvedere 362 KT. 

A heritage impact study will be 
conducted as part of the EIA 
process and findings thereof will 
be included in the Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) which will be 
made available for public review. 

Rhodium Reefs Pty (Ltd) (Rhodium Reefs) needs 
to involve the community and the Department of 
Mineral Resources before any extension of the 
mining operation can be undertaken on the affected 
farm portions because on these farms are 
protected heritage sites which should not be 
disturbed for the Makola community. 

Rhodium Reefs have open 
communication channels with the 
authorities and the communities. 
The Department of Mineral 
Resources, Department of Land 
Affairs, Department of 
Environmental Affairs and the 
local Chiefs have already been 
informed of the project. A Notice 
of Intent to Develop and Heritage 
Statement has been submitted to 
the South African Heritage 
Resources Agency (SAHRA) and 



REFERENCE NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT  RAISED RESPONSE 

also the Limpopo Provincial 
Heritage Agency. 

E-mail 7 January 2013 

There are ancestral graves which are many (+-50) 
and scattered all over the Properties. It is fair to say 
that it is only our Community elders who know 
precisely where our ancestral graves are to be 
found. The failure by Rhodium Reefs to consult 
with us is in violation of our Constitutional rights in 
this regard. Digby Wells’ comments of just stating 
“comments noted and Archeologists will be 
attending to that” in their DSR document is 
worrying, because nothing has happened to date 
and our graves are being disturbed badly by 
Rhodium Reefs. In our culture, you cannot drive big 
machines or bulldozers 50m around graves, 
especially the older ones, because that causes a 
huge amount of disturbances and the worse that 
can create huge amount of sufferings to the still 
alive descendants or relatives of those ancestors, 
as ancestors will be complaining from that noise 
and frightening disturbances. It is currently 
happening at Kennedysvale. But Digby Wells 
keeps misleading the public in their document of 
which is very dangerous. 

Rhodium Reefs has not yet 
entered the construction phase 
hence there have not been any 
heavy vehicles or machinery in 
the vicinity, belonging to Rhodium 
Reefs.  
 
The Digby Wells archaeology 
team are going to the shaft and 
infrastructure site during February 
2013 to identify any sites with 
archaeological or heritage value.  
If any are found, they will be 
brought to the attention of 
Rhodium Reefs and appropriate 
measures taken to protect them.  

We will not permit Rhodium Reefs to mine on our 
ancestral land after they have mistreated us in this 
fashion, unless they engage and meaningfully 
include all the disadvantaged, directly affected 
communities as per the South African Mining 
Charter. 

Rhodium Reefs have taken all the 
necessary measures, as required 
by law, to include all interested 
and affected parties in their 
application for the mining right 
and the environmental 
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authorisation. There has also 
been regular quarterly 
communication with the five 
traditional Chiefs of the area and 
the Ward Councillors. 

Ga-Mampuru Public 
Meeting : 17 January 
2013 

Public meeting attendee Expressed a concern that the graves were 
disturbed at the Spitzkop project. The issue was 
raised with the representative from RRL. It is 
alleged that the company paid a bribe to some 
individuals in the community to allow it to continue 
mining. 

The company has relocated some 
graves on Kennedy’s Vale and 
has followed the full and correct 
process in doing so. Descendants 
of all graves have given their full 
approval and were happy with the 
process. No bribes were paid but 
the company did pay Wake Fees 
to enable Traditional procedures 
to be followed. 

3. SOCIO-ECONOMIC  

Registration forms: 22 
October 2012 

Mrs Patricia Matuma Mndebele: 
resident Magaseng section 

The proposed project must bring about socio-
economic development to the local communities. 

Comment noted. The proposed 
Rhodium Reefs project will 
provide direct economic benefits 
to local communities through 
employment opportunities. There 
is the potential for direct 
employment to be created 
through the various project 
phases (during both the 
construction and operation). 
Rhodium Reefs has prepared a 
Social Labour Plan which outlines 

Registration forms: 22 
October 2012 

Mr Klass Choma (residents) 
Mahlkwena village), Ms Rachel 
Morura: Ga-Malekana Traditional 
Authority), Mr De-suy Makola: Ga 
Rantho village, Mr Peter Makola, 
Ms Moipone Kgole: Ga-Masha 
village, Andronicca Malekane 
Kutullo section 

The proposed project must bring about 
opportunities for local businesses and youth in the 
area. 
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E-mailed:18 October 
2012 

Miss Sarah Mkhombothi,  
Mr Mandla Kenny Sibanyone:  
Ga-Malekane Taditional Authority 

Requested, that Reconstruction and Development 
Programme housing must be constructed for the 
community. 

the proposed local economic 
development projects which will 
benefit the surrounding 
communities. 

Registration forms:22 
October 2012 

Ms Thabaha Sebola: Resident 
Ga-Malekane Traditional Council 

The proposed project will reduce poverty levels in 
the Tsakane village. 

Ms Lomathinda Caroline Nkosi: 
Resident from the 
Stocking/Magasendg section 

He is eagerly awaiting the positive benefits which 
will be brought about by the proposed project. 

Mr Judas Seekane Morura: 
resident Ga-Malekane Taditional 
Authority 

Security must be provided to the livestock in the 
villages. 

Ga-Malekane Public 
Meeting 
 16 January 2013  
 

Mr Daniel Marweshi Ga-Malekane 
village 
 

Local businesses were not appointed as service 
providers during the construction of the Kennedys’ 
Vale concentrator 

 

The main civil contractor 
appointed for the Kennedys Vale 
concentrator was Concor on the 
basis of an open tender. There 
are no local companies who have 
the expertise required to take on 
such large construction work.  

However, Rhodium Reefs Limited 
appointed a small civil 
construction company from the 
surrounding communities to do 
some of the smaller tasks. The 
earth works contract was 
awarded to Grinaker LTA and 
RRL insisted that they employed 
local people wherever possible 
and not employ any person from 
outside the communities, if the 

 

 

 



REFERENCE NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT  RAISED RESPONSE 

skills were available locally. 

 

 

Ga-Malekane Public 
Meeting:  
 16 January 2013 

Mr Daniel Marweshi Ga-Malekane 
village 

He was never informed about the business 
opportunities that were available during the 
construction of the concentrator. A company from 
North West Province was appointed by RRL to 
undertake the construction of concentrator 

 

Wherever possible, if the skills 
required could be sourced locally, 
they were. When the skills were 
not available from within the 
communities, unfortunately they 
had to be sourced from outside. If 
any local businessman wants to 
work for Rhodium Reefs, they 
should provide their contact 
details and the nature of their 
business to Mr Elphus Shai to be 
added to the vendor list. This list 
was provided to all contractors at 
the time to enable them to source 
local sub-contractors 

Ga-Malekane Public 
Meeting: 
 16 January 2013 

Mr Daniel Marweshi Ga-Malekane 
village 

Is there a guarantee that local businesses will be 
utilised during the construction of the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs project? 

Wherever possible, if the skills 
required can be sourced locally, 
they will be. When the skills were 
not available from within the 
communities, unfortunately RRL 
will have to look elsewhere. 

Ga-Malekane Public 
Meeting: 
 16 January 2013 

Mr David representative of the 
Tubatse Transport Association 

He is involved in the transport industry and 
therefore requested to be informed should 
Eastplats require transport services. 

RRL holds a quarterly stakeholder 
meeting with the Kgoshi’s and 
Ward Councillors to discuss 
opportunities available to the local 
community. The Chiefs and the 
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Ward Councillors pass on the 
information to the local residents 
and businesses. 

 

Ga-Malekane Public 
Meeting: 
 16 January 2013 

Mr  Daniel Marweshi  
representative of the Tubatse 
Transport Association 

The local businesses were not invited to the waste 
management workshop although they provided 
their business profiles to Mr Elphus Shai. 

Requested local businesses to 
register their company information 
with Mr Elphus Shai the 
Community Liaison Officer. 

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
 17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

RRL must provide the exact number of people that 
will be employed for the proposed Rhodium Reefs 
project. 

At this stage it is not known 
exactly how many people will be 
employed at the proposed project. 
The company’s philosophy is to 
recruit local people wherever 
possible and this was 
demonstrated during construction 
of the Kennedy’s Vale 
concentrator. 

 

During the construction of the 
Kennedy’s Vale concentrator, 
RRL met with the five local Chiefs 
and the Ward Councillors on a 
quarterly basis. In these quarterly 
meetings, RRL has made it clear 
that it is committed to provide 
preferential employment and skills 
training programmes to the 
surrounding communities to work 
at its operations.  
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Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
 17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

Prior to the construction of the Madikwe Mine, 
about 200 local people were selected to take part in 
the skills training programme. RRL must also 
consider selecting people from the community to be 
part of their skills training programme prior to the 
construction of the proposed Rhodium Reefs mine. 

 

The skills training programme 
was offered to candidates from 
the local community. A total 50 
people were recruited from the 
local communities to be trained by 
Goldfields at the training colleges 
in Welkom and Steelploort, 48 of 
those learners qualified as 
artisans (boiler makers, 
electricians, riggers and fitters 
e.t.c).  Of the 48 learners, 12 
candidates were from the Ga-
Phasha community.  RRL also 
employed local people for all of 
the semi-skilled and unskilled 
positions where suitable 
candidates could be found.   

After cessation of the Spitzkop 
and Kennedy’s Vale projects most 
of the artisans trained by RRL 
have found alternative 
employment but on re-
commencement of the project the 
company will once again train 
local people. 

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
 17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

How will RRL assist the community to ensure that 
there are no jobs lost post closure of the mine? 

There will undoubtedly be jobs 
lost on closure of the mine 
operations and the company’s 
Social and Labour Plan outlines a 
plan to minimise the impact on 
closure.  
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SLP  requires a future forum to be 
established which will ensure re-
employment after closure 

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
 17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

The community will provide RRL with a social 
licence to start mining. However, RRL needs to 
make a commitment to the community regarding 
their willingness to ensure that the local 
communities will participate in the skills training 
programme. In addition the company needs to 
indicate the type of training which will be offered 
and how many people will be recruited for the skills 
training programme. 

 

Prior to the construction of the proposed mine, RRL 
must provide appropriate skills training 
programmes to the affected communities. 

At this stage it is not known when 
the proposed project will 
commence. RRL is committed to 
providing employment 
opportunities and skills training to 
the surrounding communities. 
 

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
 17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

How many people will be recruited to work at the 
proposed Rhodium Reefs mine? 

The number of people who will be 
employed at the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs mine is still 
unknown. RRL is still uncertain in 
terms of when the proposed mine 
will start being operational. The 
question on when the mine will be 
operational is dependent on the 
timing of the award of all mining 
rights and authorisations as well 
as the state of the metal prices 
that are ruling at the time.  
 
 
The platinum industry is currently 
in a crisis but RRL has to 
complete the required permitting 
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process with the DMR. When the 
process was commenced in 
November 2011 world economies 
and the platinum market were 
buoyant but they are not right 
now.    

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting 
  17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

The community has no trust in the current CLO. It 
was proposed that a new CLO from the Ga-Phasa 
community should be appointed 

The CLO is appointed to 
represent the interests of the 
company with the communities; 
they are not appointed to 
represent the communities 
(currently the Kgoshi’s represent 
the communities). The CLO 
speaks to all Chiefs and Ward 
Councillors on behalf of the 
Company. The company cannot 
appoint a CLO for every 
community right now. 

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting 
  17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

The community from Ga-Phasha will grant a social 
licence to RRL to mine in the area, provided the 
company commits to constructing a water 
purification tank for the surrounding communities. 

The operation will have a water 
treatment facility for the staff on 
site. 

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
  17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

There is no need to request RRL to build a water 
purification tank for the community.  RRL is fully 
aware of the needs of the community. Indicated 
that the community will protest if RRL fails to agree 
to the communities’ request.  
 
The roads are in a bad condition, and all the mining 
companies in the area are not doing anything about 
the damaged roads. 
 

RRL has to develop projects 
according to the Integrated 
Development Plan (IDP) of the 
local municipality. If the 
community wishes to have their 
needs addressed by a mine they 
must petition to have them added 
to the IDP.  Once they are added 
a mine can address these needs. 
RRL has made undertakings to 
the DMR in terms of the Social 
and Labour Plan to undertake 
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certain LED projects on the 
current list, subject to the 
approval of the DMR. 

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
  17 January 2013 

Public Meeting Attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

RRL should not be granted a Mining Right Licence 
as they are not willing to make commitments to 
develop the affected communities. 

The Company has made 
commitments in the SLP and 
when the mine is in operation, the 
company will work closely with 
the communities to identify the 
most pressing needs for 
investment 

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
  17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

How will the affected communities benefit from the 
proposed Rhodium Reefs project? 

The company will be making an 
investment in the area and 
provide a certain amount of 
employment. In addition it will 
honour commitments for LED 
projects as stipulated in the SLP. 

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
  17 January 2013 

Mr Jimmy Ga- Phasha village There are people within the community who have 
experience in Human Resources and Office 
Administration. The community can provide names 
of people who can fill positions in the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs mine. 

When the company starts 
recruiting it will again work closely 
with communities to identify local 
people for employment. 
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Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting 
  17 January 2013 
 

Public Meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

 

The skills training programme that will be provided 
to the local people must be compliant with the 
Mining Qualifications Authority (MQA) to ensure 
that the skills provided are industry wide. The 50 
candidates from the local community were enrolled 
in a semi-skilled training programme, which was 
not recognised by other mining companies. 
 
The candidates who will be recruited for training 
must be equipped with appropriate skills which 
enable them to work at other mining companies. 

The skills training programme that 
was provided to the 50 
candidates was an industry 
recognised training programme 
aimed specifically at increasing 
the number of technical artisans 
from the local communities. 
These skills are portable and the 
candidates that were selected to 
participate in the skills training 
programme have found 
alternative work after completion 
of their training.   

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
  17 January 2013 
 

Public Meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

 

It seems that students who studied commercial 
subjects, like economics, are being side lined. 
Majority of people in the community have studied 
commercial subjects.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mining requires technically 
oriented people to run the 
operations and to get such 
technical background we need 
people who have skills in Maths 
and Science. Maths and Science 
are the key requirements in the 
mining industry. People who 
studied commercial subjects will 
be considered for a skills training 
programme once the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs mine is 
established and fully operational.  

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
  17 January 2013 
 

Public Meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

 

The selection criteria for the skills training 
programme must be extensive. RRL must recruit 
candidates who have a background in Science and 
Commercial subjects. 

In a case where there is an 
extreme shortage of skills, the 
priority will be to train people who 
will be able to work at the mine. 
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4. EMPLOYMENT 

E-mail: 18 October 
2012 

Mr Weekend Sebulela: 
Dithamaga Trust Ms Rebone 
Ragosebo Mgoatle: Ga-Malekane 
traditional authority  

Raised a concern regarding a lack of employment 
opportunities in the Steelport area and South Africa 
as a whole. 

There is the potential for direct 
employment to be created 
through the various project 
phases (during both the 
construction and operation) 
particularly for low and semi-
skilled positions. 

Registration form:18 
October 2012 

Kgoshi Poulos Mgiba: Interested 
and affected party, Elsie Maleka, 
Mr Godfery Fenyane: (residents) 
Ga-Malekane Traditional 
Authority, 

The proposed project must create employment 
opportunities for the local people in particular the 
youth from the affected communities. 

Registration forms:22 
October 2012 

Mr Klass Choma: resident 
Mahlkwena village, Mr Faneng 
Given Mashilo: Secretary of the 
Mahloakoena village, Mr Elias 
Nkosi: Headman Winterveld farm 
Ms Betty Morura: Residnt Ga-
Malekana triditional authority, 
Miss Tshehla Selepe Miss 
Mapogo Reineth Masha (Ga-
Masha village, Mr Judas Seekane 
Morura: resident Ga-Malekane; 
Mr Makopole Kgole Mr Johannes 
Maduano Ga-Masha resident 

5. ENVIROMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROCESS 

Registration form:18 
October 2012 

Kgoshi Thomas Phetla:Ga-
Malekane  

The EIA process must provide detail on future 
developments. 

Comment noted. The EIA is 
focusing on the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs mining project 
and will include all information 
that is relevant thereto. Should 
new developments arise the 
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communities will be informed of 
them as they have been in the 
past.   

Registration form: 22 
October 2012 

Mr Frans Tolo Andronicca 
Malekane : residens Ga-
Malekane Taditional Council, Ms 
Mahlako Kgole Mr Mohube 
Moretsele Ga-Masha village 

The proposed project should not pollute the 
surrounding environment. 

Specialist studies will be 
undertaken to determine the 
potential impact of the proposed 
development. Recommendations 
will be made to avoid and 
minimise potential pollution risks 
from the mining activities. The 
recommendations will be included 
as management measures in the 
Environmental Management 
Programme (EMPR) once the 
specialist studies have been 
completed. 

Ga- Malekane Public 
meeting: 
 17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee from Ga-
Malekane village 

Which waste activities will be applied for in the 
Waste Management Licence Application? 

Rhodium Reefs Limited (RRL) is 
applying for the temporary 
handling and storage of general 
and hazardous waste as well as a 
packaged sewage treatment 
plant. 

Ga- Malekane Public 
meeting 
 17 January 2013 

Will a Water Use Licence 
Application (WULA) be submitted 
for the proposed Rhodium Reefs 
project? 

Will a Water Use Licence Application (WULA) be 
submitted for the proposed Rhodium Reefs 
project? 

RRL has submitted a Water Use 
Licence application for the 
Spitskop and Mareesburg 
projects. As soon as it is 
approved, the licence will be 
amended to include the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs project. 
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6.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Ga Mampuru public 
meeting 
17 January 2013 

Mr Kgoputso Segokodi: Trustee 
of the Babina Noko Ba Ga 
Mampuru Community Trust 

Where the proposed is mine going to be located? 
 
What is the mining method going to be? 

The planned underground mine 
on the farm Spitzkop will extend 
underground onto the following 
farms: De Goedeverwachting 
332KT, Kennedy’s Vale 361 KT 
Boschkloof 331 KT, Tweefontein 
360 KT; and Belvedere 362 KT. 
Final size and exact location of 
new infrastructure still needs to 
be confirmed with land owners 
and occupiers. The entire mine 
will be an underground mine. 

7.  PROJECT TIME FRAMES 

Ga- Phasha Public 
Meeting: 
 17 January 2013 

Councillor Hlatshwayo Ga-
Phasha village 

Will the farms De Goedeverwachting 332KT and 
Boschkloof 331 KT be affected by the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs project? 

The Mining Right Application for 
Rhodium Reefs includes the 
following farms: De 
Goedeverwachting 332KT and 
Kennedy’s Vale 361 KT 
Boschkloof 331 KT, Tweefontein 
360 KT; and Belvedere 362 KT. 
The only impact on the surface 
land is planned on De 
Goedeverwachting 

Ga Mampuru public 
meeting 
17 January 2013 

Mr Kgoputso Segokodi: Trustee 
of the Babina Noko Ba Ga 
Mampuru Community Trust 

When is RRL planning to commence with the 
Spitzkop project and the DGV / Kennedy’s Vale 
project extension to the Spitzkop project? 
 
RRL must indicate if it plans to commence with the 

At this stage it is not known when 
the projects will commence.  
 
The international investors in 
Canada have held back on the 
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mining operations within the next 6 months. 
 
He indicated that RRL plans to commence with the 
mining on Spitzkop project and the DGV / 
Kennedy’s Vale in the year 2060. 

funding of the projects at the 
moment due to subdued platinum 
prices but development of this 
mine is dependent on gaining the 
necessary approvals from 
Government. 

Ga Mampuru public 
meeting 
17 January 2013 

Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and 
Makola Community Trust 

Why has Eastern Platinum not commenced with 
mining at Spitzkop platinum in 2008 following 
receipt of the mining right? 
 
 
Why has Eastern Platinum not put mining at the 
Crocodile River mine in Brits, North-West province, 
on hold as well? 

Construction of the mine at 
Spitzkop did start in 2008, 
however due to the low platinum 
prices this work was suspended.  
 
The operation will resume once 
platinum prices are favourable 
again.  

Ga-Malekane public 
meeting 16 January 
2013 

Mr Daniel Marweshi from Ga-
Malekane village 

When does RRL anticipate starting construction for 
the proposed Rhodium Reefs project? 

At this stage it is not known when 
the projects will commence. It is 
dependent on the timing of the 
award of all mining rights and 
authorisations as well as the state 
of the metal prices that are ruling 
at the time.  
 

8. TRAINING 
   

Registration form: 22 
October 2012 

Miss Tshehla Selepe, Miss 
Mapogo Reineth Masha resident 
Ga-Masha village, Ms Rachel 
Morura, Mr Judas Seekane 
Morura, Mr Frans Tolo: residents 
Ga-Malekane Taditional Authority, 
Mr Jacob Mapona:resident from 
Kutullo village, Mr Jodus 

Rhodium Reefs must provide training/skills 
development to the local people from the affected 
communities. 

The SLP will provide details on 
the training of local people to 
address skill shortages on the 
mine will be undertaken. 
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Mahlahlo Ga-Malekane, Mr Jodus 
Mohlahlo:Ga-MalekaneTraditional 
Authority, Miss Mmathapelo Tolo, 
Mrs Mkgale Tebele, Mr Paul 
Moretsele, Mrs Conny Tebele, 
Mrs Annikie Mohlahlo Ms 
Mahlako Kgole, Mr Makopole 
Kgole, Mr Mohube Moretsele, Ms 
Pleasuer Masha, Mr Phillimone 
Dolo, Mr Barodi Moses Dolo, Mr 
Johannes Maduano from Ga-
Masha  village 

Mrs Mavis Moretsele: Resident 
from Ga-Malekane Traditional 
council 

Rhodium Reefs must assist the leaners from the 
communities to further their studies at the various 
universities. 

Rhodium Reefs already has a 
bursary programme in place to 
assist some leaners at the various 
Universities and Techinkons.  

Registration form: 22 
October 2012 

Miss Jane Magatsela: Resident 
Ga-Malekane Traditional Council 

Suggested that Rhodium Reefs must implement an 
Adult Basic Education and Training (ABET) 
schooling. 

Comment noted. The SLP will 
provide details on the training of 
local people to address skill 
shortages on the mine. 

Ga-Mampuru Public 
Meeting: 17 January 
2013 

Mr Kgoputso Segokodi: Trustee 
of the Babina Noko Ba Ga 
Mampuru Community Trust 

RRL must provide training on mine related skills to 
the youth in the Ga-Mampuru community before 
commencing with the projects in this area. 

RRL has not received any 
revenue from the mining 
operations to date. However 
during the development of the 
Spitzkop project the company 
realised that the success of any 
mining operation is dependent on 
the active involvement of the local 
communities. The company will 
prioritise employment of local 
people wherever possible and 
undertake further training 
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initiatives for local people. 
 
A skills survey was undertaken in 
the surrounding communities for 
the Spitzkop project. The skills 
shortages identified in the local 
communities included the 
technical skills required to operate 
a mine. 
 
 
50 learners were recruited from 
the local communities to be 
trained at the training colleges in 
Welkom and Steelploort under the 
guidance of Goldfields. 48 of 
those learners qualified as 
artisans (boilermakers, 
electricians, riggers and fitters 
etc.). RRL continued to fund their 
studies even at the time when the 
Spitzkop project was put on hold. 
The training programme cost over 
R2 million, inclusive of the 
stipends, accommodation and 
tuition. 
 
Furthermore a skills needs 
analysis was prepared for the 
Kennedys’ Vale project at the 
time of commencement with the 
project. At the time the project 
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was put on hold RRL was ready 
to recruit in the order of 200 local 
people to work with the 48 
qualified artisans as part of the 
skill transfer initiative to work at 
the concentrator. 
 
RRL will continue to train and use 
the local people when the 
operations commence. 

9. RESSETLEMENT 

Registration form: 22 
October 2012 

Mr Jacob Tebele Mr Jim 
Moretesele: residents Ga-
Rantsho village, 

Rhodium Reefs must provide basic services such 
as electricity, water supply and sanitation to the 
affected communities if they are relocated. 

At this stage it is envisaged that 
no resettlement will be required. 
Rhodium Reefs will negotiate with 
the affected parties as part of the 
resettlement action process 
should resettlement be required. 
Appropriate housing with access 
to services will be provided 
should it be necessary.  

10. PROSPECTING PERMIT 

E-mail:7 January 2013 
Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and 
Makola Community Trust. 

In 2003, Rhodium Reefs were instructed by the 
DME to establish whether there were any land 
claims on the Properties. We understand that this 
was a condition of their prospecting permit. But still, 
the Makola community was never consulted. Secret 
meetings were held without the Makola community, 
where 2.5 hectares of claimed land to be leased at 
De Goedeverwachting was being discussed, 

Rhodium Reefs Limited has never 
held Mining Rights over the five 
farms, subject to this application. 
 
Rhodium Reefs held three 
separate prospecting permits 
covering the five farms which 
were acquired in the mid-1980s 
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shockingly with the Land Reform officials who are 
supposed to protect the land claimants. ”But do that 
at your own peril, we are monitoring all these 
developments daily. 

under the old order rights. Those 
were converted into new order 
prospecting permits in 2006, 
according to the MPRDA. 
 
The discussion with the 
Department of Rural 
Development and Land Reform, 
surrounding the property De 
Goedeverwachting, was held to 
enquire about the correct process 
that must be followed with 
regards to leasing property from 
the state which is occupied by a 
community. The minutes of this 
meeting were submitted to the 
DMR. 

In 2005, Rhodium Reefs applied for the conversion 
of its prospecting permit and this was granted in 
2006.But you are still trying to mislead the 
communities by saying you have used the old 
minerals Act of 1980s as an excuse for not 
including them through all these processes. 
In 2011, Rhodium Reefs has applied for the 
renewal of the prospecting right. This renewal is 
currently under consideration as far as the Makola 
community is concerned since they applied for 
objection with the DMR and no final outcome has 
been received from their office by the community. 
But you have just mentioned in your RHO1867 
DSR that the DMR has awarded or renewed the 
prospecting permit to Rhodium Reefs without 
attaching a copy (issued under minerals act of 
1980s) as requested by one of the Chiefs in a 
meeting held on the 07-09-2012. Please stop 
misleading the community. Put facts down if it is 
true. 

E-mail:7 January 2013 Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and 
Makola Community Trust. 
 
 

The audi alteram partem rule was applicable at the 
time that Rhodium Reefs applied for a prospecting 
or mining permit, a renewal of that permit and a 
conversion of that permit. 
 
The Supreme Court of Appeal dealt with this issue 
very clearly and succinctly in 1999 in the matter 
between The Director: Mineral Development, 

Rhodium Reefs applied for the 
renewal of the prospecting right 
according to the requirements of 
the MPRDA. Should the Makola 
Community and Makola 
Community Trust have any issues 
with regards to this renewal it has 
to be taken up with the DMR as 
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Gauteng Region and others v Save the Vaal 
Environment and others. 
 
In essence, the court stated that the rule comes 
into operation whenever a statute empowers a 
public official to do an act or give a decision 
prejudicially affecting a person in his or her liberty 
or property or existing rights or interests, or 
whenever such a person has a legitimate 
expectation of a hearing unless the statute 
expressly or by necessary implication indicates to 
the contrary. 

they are the organ of state that 
renewed the prospecting right.  
 
In the discharge of Rhodium 
Reefs’ statutory obligations, 
consultation with the Mokola 
community is being undertaken.  

  

Section 19(2)(e) and 18(3)(c) of the MPRDA 
requires that the holder of a right must prospect in 
accordance with an approved EMP. This proves 
exactly how Rhodium Reefs and Digby Wells can 
exploit and not think about other people when they 
are chasing money. It can be according to the old 
Act of 1980 as you incorrectly stated, but still with 
the EMP, you still need to consider engaging 
directly affected communities for the sake of their 
health at least. But none of that has happened. 
 
In other words, you can’t drill more holes than what 
has been approved by the DMR and for which your 
PWP and EMP has catered for. If you want to vary 
the nature of prospecting to be done such as, drill 
more holes, you must obtain an amendment first 
before proceeding with the amended plan. 
 
Rhodium Reefs’ existing EMPR did not allow them 
to conduct any drilling yet they drilled a total of 24 

The bulk of the prospecting work 
took place in the 1980’s and 90’s 
when it was not a requirement to 
have an EMPR but the onus was 
on the company to negotiate with 
the land owners for access. This 
was done. In addition, no 
Prospecting Work Programme 
(PWP) was required and the 
company could undertake any 
form of prospecting that was 
suitable and agreed with the 
landowners. 
 
A second Prospecting programme 
was undertaken in 2007/8 and for 
this work a PWP was submitted 
together with an EMPR which 
was approved by the authorities. 
This process included Public 
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unauthorized exploration holes before their right 
was executed on 23 November 2006. 
 
It is further believed that sometime in 2007, 
Rhodium Reefs may have applied for an EMP 
amendment. It is also believed that this EMP may 
also have been breached – in other words, they 
drilled prior to EMP approval. 
 
Their renewal application therefore cannot be 
granted as they clearly have breached the 
provisions of the Act. This actually proves how 
Rhodium Reefs can be manipulative or take short 
cuts in everything in mining so easily. It is so 
amazing because they do all these things and the 
DMR approves without any question. We are not 
surprised when they try to exploit and manipulate 
communities. But we are not going to allow this 
very easily. 

Participation meetings. The 
company undertook the work in 
accordance with the PWP 
although we did not drill as many 
holes as were indicated. All drill 
sites were discussed and 
approved by community residents 
and were properly rehabilitated. 
The authorities have been to 
inspect the rehabilitation of these 
sites and were happy with the 
work done.  
 
Reports on all these activities 
have been submitted to the DMR 
to confirm compliance with the 
rules of the permit. 

11. MINING RIGHTS HOLDER 

E-mail:7 January 2013 
Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and 
Makola Community Trust. 

As of 1995, both Rhodium Reefs and the Makola 
Community had a claim on the mineral rights. 
Rhodium Reef’s claim was a common law 
entitlement; ours was an indigenous law 
entitlement.  
 
The Minerals Act did not state that only the holder 
of a registered right could apply for a prospecting or 
mining permit. The Act stated that the holder could 
apply. In the context of our country’s history, it 
would not be incorrect to state that anyone wishing 

When the MPRDA came into 
effect in 2002, it revoked all 
mineral rights from land owners 
and placed it in the trust of the 
state. The MPRDA states that the 
applicant must consult with the 
land owner (not obtain consent 
from the land owner), which in 
this case is the State. Rhodium 
Reefs does not require the 
consent from the land owner or a 



REFERENCE NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT  RAISED RESPONSE 

to apply for a prospecting or mining permit required 
the consent of both the common law and 
indigenous law mineral right holders. Thus, when 
Rhodium Reefs were seeking to apply for a 
prospecting or mining permit in 2001, they should 
have gained the consent of the unregistered 
indigenous law mineral right holder and upon 
agreement with the Babina Phuthi Ba Makola 
Mashego community, could then have made an 
application for a prospecting or mining permit on 
our ancestral land. 
 
At no stage were the Babina Phuthi Ba Makola 
Mashego community ever consulted or 
meaningfully included or gave consent to Rhodium 
Reefs in order for them to have applied for a 
prospecting or mining permit and indeed if we had 
been consulted, we certainly would not have 
agreed to waive of our rights and allow Rhodium 
Reefs to apply for a permit in their own name. 

land claimant when applying for a 
mining right but has discussed the 
issues with officials from the 
Department of Rural 
Development and the Land 
Claims Office.  

Public Meeting- Ga 
Mapuru: 
 17 January 2013 

Mr Kgoputso Segokodi: Trustee 
of the Babina Noko Ba Ga 
Mampuru Community Trust 

The Ga-Mampuru Community Trust intends to 
submit an application for mining right over the 
farms De Goedeverwachting 332KT, Boschkloof 
331 KT, Tweefontein 360 KT and Belvedere 362 
KT. 

 

Why is RRL applying for a Mining Right for an 
extension to the Spitzkop project while the Spitzkop 
and Kennedy’s vale projects are on hold? 

Comment noted. No response 
required.  
 
 
 
 
The Mining Right Application 
(MRA) for the extension to the 
Spitzkop project was submitted to 
the Department of Mineral 
Resources (DMR) in 2011 while 
the price of platinum was at high 
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levels. However, the MRA was 
only accepted by the department 
in August 2012, at a time when 
the price of platinum is at low 
levels and the industry is in 
trouble. We are required to 
continue with the MRA process.  
 
It is anticipated that the approval 
of the environmental impact 
assessment and public 
participation process for the 
mining right may take at least a  
year before  the granting or 
refusal of the mining right takes 
place depending on the DMR. If, 
by the time a decision is made by 
the department, the platinum 
price has improved and investors 
have confidence to provide funds, 
discussions to restart the mine 
will commence. 

Public Meeting- Ga 
Mapuru 
 17 January 2013 

Mr Kgoputso Segokodi: Trustee 
of the Babina Noko Ba Ga 
Mampuru Community Trust 

RRL must indicate what portion of the mining rights 
will be issued to the affected communities namely 
Makola, Ga-Phasha and Ga-Mmampuru. 
 
 

No rights will be given to the 
communities but RRL is looking to 
restructure its BEE shareholding 
to incorporate local communities. 
 

Public Meeting- Ga 
Mapuru 
 17 January 2013 

Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and 
Makola Community Trust 

RRL was granted a mining right over the farms of 
De Goedeverwachting 332KT and Kennedy’s Vale 
361 KT, Boschkloof 331 KT, Tweefontein 360 KT; 
and Belvedere 362 KT in 2006. This mining licence 
is about to expire and now RRL is applying for a 

RRL has never held Mining 
Rights over these five farms 
hence the need for this 
application. 
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renewal of a mining right over the above-mentioned 
farms 

RRL holds three separate 
prospecting permits covering the 
five farms which were acquired in 
the mid-1980s as what are now 
known as old order rights. Those 
were converted into new order 
prospecting permits and renewed 
in 2006, according to the MPRDA. 

Public Meeting- Ga 
Mapuru 
 17 January 2013 

Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and 
Makola Community Trust 

RSG has prepared a detailed technical report over 
the five farms that clearly indicated that Eastern 
Platinum was applying for a mining licence over 
these farms in 2006. Mr Segokodi trustee of the 
Babina Noko Ba Ga Mampuru Community Trust is 
in possession of the report from PSG. 

The report compiled by RSG in 
2006 stated that RRL will 
progressively start to convert the 
prospecting permits into Mining 
Rights. The company applied for 
and was granted mining Rights 
over the farm Spitzkop, followed 
by the farm Mareesburg. 
 
The MRA over these five farms 
was lodged with the DMR in 
November 2011. 

12. INFRASTRUCTURE 

E-mail: 18 October 
2012 

Mr Weekend Sebulela: 
Dithamaga Trust,Miss Seipali 
Komane: interested and affected 
party,Mrs Rosah Magatsela and 
Mrs Elsie Maleka, Mrs Caroline 
Tshehla: resident Ga-Malekane 
Traditional Authority Mr Elias 
Nkosi: Headman Winterveld farm, 
Ms Rachel Morura Ga-Malekana  
Traditional Authority esident, Mrs 

Requested Rhodium Reefs to undertake 
infrastructural projects e.g. water, electricity and 
road projects in the affected communities. 

Comment noted. Rhodium Reefs’ 
SLP will provide details on the 
local economic development 
projects which will be 
implemented in the surrounding 
communities. 
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Mmagoletsoni Mohlahlo: Ga 
Rantho resident 

Registration: 22 
October 2012 

Mr Marcus Senamela: Business 
owner, Mrs Lettie Sethogola Tolo: 
Ga-Malekane Traditional 
Authority 

Requested Rhodium Reefs to assist the affected 
communities with water and sanitation supply? 
 

Mr Frans Morestele:  
Ga-Malekane Taditional Authority 

Requested street lights to be constructed to reduce 
car hijackings in the local communities. 

Mr Johannes Makau, Miss 
Johanna Moretsele:  
resident Ga- Malekane Taditional 
Authority 

Requested that an old age home and hospital be 
constructed in the area. 

13. LEGISLATION 

Registration forms:18 
October 2012 

Miss Magdelina Komane:Member 
of the Malekane community forum  

Enquired if a waste license will be applied for in 
accordance to the National Environmental 
Management: Waste Act, Act No. 59 of 2008 
(NEM:WA) will be applied for? 

An application for a waste licence 
will be made for the activities that 
are triggered in terms of the 
NEM:WA. 

14. SURFACE AND GROUNDWATER 

Registration form:18 
and 22 October 2012 

Mr Formena Komane:Resident 
Ga-Malekane Traditional 
Authority 

Recommended that dams be constructed to store 
clean and dirty water. 

Noted. A Record of decision 
(RoD) has already been obtained 
for the construction of   pollution 
control dams, clean and dirty 
storm water controls from the 
Limpopo Department of Economic 
Development, Environment and 
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Tourism (LEDET) 

Mr Moses Lekgena Moretsele: 
Resident Ga-Rantho village  

The proposed expansion must not affect the water 
in the rivers and streams in the area. 

Baseline studies will be 
undertaken to determine the 
current pre-mining condition of 
the surface and underground 
water in the mining area. Baseline 
monitoring programmes for 
surface and underground water 
will be implemented. Specialist 
studies will be undertaken to 
identify the potential impacts that 
the mining activities may have on 
the water sources. 
Recommendations will then be 
made in the EIA phase to avoid or 
minimize potential impacts. 
 

E-mail,27 January 
2013 

Ms Mariette Liefferink: Federation 
for Sustainable Environment 
(FSE) 

We infer from the Draft Scoping Report of the 
above-mentioned Project that the groundwater 
quality of the area is already compromised with 
very elevated levels of nitrates, elevated levels of 
TDS, sulphates and iron.  We furthermore infer that 
the Project falls within the stressed Olifants Water 
Management Area (WMA) and that an allocation 
from the De Hoop dam will be applied for. We trust 
our inference is correct. 
 

The inference is correct, however 
the EIA phase will commence 
with a detailed groundwater study 
to determine the status quo. 
 
The company has an existing 
water allocation from the 
Dwarsrivier Irrigation Board and 
may apply for an allocation from 
the De Hoop dam at some stage 
in the future when the production 
rate is planned to be increased. 
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The available water resources are not sufficient to 
meet the requirements of users in this WMA. This 
is one of South Africa’s most stressed catchments 
in both water quantity and water quality.   

Prior to the commencement of the 
Rhodium Reefs project, a water 
use licence will be applied for. It is 
trusted that the DWA have 
determined the reserve for this 
area and will base their decision 
according to it.    

FSE request that, during the EIA phase the impacts 
of the mine are assessed in the context of current 
and future regional and accumulative surface and 
groundwater, including post closure, impacts.  The 
implication of a single mining application, taken in 
isolation from its current operations and the 
neighbouring mines and their impacts, may 
consequently result in an unsustainable risk to the 
ground- and surface water of the region. 

Digby Wells agrees with the 
suggested approach and will 
consider all impacts on a regional 
scale and assess the cumulative 
impacts with the information and 
knowledge currently available.  

There is a clear potential for conflict between the 
limited available water resources in the area and a 
need for these resources by competing interest 
groups, namely: 

 Water for people 
 Water for irrigation 
 Water for livestock 
 Water for tourism 
 Water for the environment (fauna, flora and 

aquatic biota) 
 Water for mining 

Noted 

The FSE requests that the impacts of the proposed 
development be assessed and quantified in terms 
of the priorities ascribed by the National Water 
Resource Strategy-2 namely: 
 

Priority 1: 

The impacts on surface and 
groundwater quality are rated 
using a numerical matrix model, 
as suggested by the DWA. Each 
activity impacting on these 
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 In line with the Constitution and the National 
Water Act, the highest allocation priority is 
afforded water for the Reserve. The Reserve 
specifies the quantity and quality of water 
required to: 

 

 Satisfy basic human needs by securing a basic 
water supply for people who are or who will in 
the reasonably near future be relying upon, 
taking water from, or being supplied from the 
relevant water resource; and 

 Protect aquatic ecosystems in order to secure 
ecologically sustainable development and use of 
the relevant water resource. 

 

Priority 2 
 

 South Africa shares four major river systems 
with six neighbouring states (Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, Mozambique, Swaziland, Lesotho 
and Namibia). International agreements on 
water sharing is in place in all of these river 
basins, in line with the Revised SADC Protocol 
on Shared Watercourses. These shared river 
basins raise the importance of water in the 
regional integration agenda in SADC. 

 The international obligations have priority over 
other agreements. International agreements are 
in place for the Limpopo River.   

 
Priority 3: 
 

 The third highest priority is accorded to the 
allocation of water for poverty eradication, the 
improvement of livelihoods of the poor and the 
marginalised, and uses that will contribute to 

resources will then be rated 
based on the status quo and 
mitigation measures proposed to 
eliminate or minimise these 
impacts as much as possible. 
With regard to surface water, 
currently the only requirement will 
be abstraction for process 
operations and potable use for 
the mine staff. Rhodium Reefs 
are willing to investigate the 
feasibility of treating additional 
water for community use in 
conjunction with the Local 
Authority. This will address 
priority 1 and 3. With regard to 
priority 2, the abstraction volumes 
are low and it is not believed to 
pose any risk to neighbouring 
countries.  
 
In terms of groundwater, once the 
studies have been conducted the 
impacts on these priorities will be 
addressed.  
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greater racial and gender equity. 

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 17 January 
2013  

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

How will the community know if their underground 
water is contaminated by RRL’s mining activities? 
The community solely relies on underground water 
for drinking 

The water specialist will take 
water samples to establish 
baseline information and check 
water quality prior to the 
construction of the proposed 
mine. During the operational 
phase of the proposed mine the 
water specialist will regularly 
monitor the quality of the water.  

 
Water samples will be taken to 
measure the quality of water. 
During the operation phase, 
monitoring will be conducted 
regularly and the results will be 
submitted to the Department of 
Water Affairs (DWA).  

 
RRL monitors water quality 
regularly to check the levels of, 
for example, nitrate. RRL has 
been transparent about the 
results of water quality. Feedback 
on the results is provided at the 
stakeholder quarterly meetings. 
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15. PUBLIC PARTICPATION 

E-mail: 27 September 
2012 

Mr Benjamin Moloko:  
Ga-Mampuru resident and Mr 
Jacques Telekisa:Interested and 
affected party and Mr Jaques van 
Neikerk: Tubatse Chrome 

Requested to be registered as an interested and 
affected party on the stakeholder database. All interested and affected parties 

were registered on the 
stakeholder database. 

E-mail: 9 October 2012 
Ms Nhlamulo Rita Shiluvana: 
Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries 

Requested to register: Mrs. N. A. Mudau, Mr. T. B. 
Machate, Ms. N. R. Shiluvana, Ms. N. T. Dlamini, 
Ms. T.S. Lithole and Mrs. M.O. Ligege from the 
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

Post: 8 October 2012 

Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and 
Makola Community Trust. 
 

The Babina Phuthi ba Makola Mashego community 
is an interested and affected party for the proposed 
Rhodium Reefs platinum project. 

All interested and affected parties 
were registered on the 
stakeholder database. 

The Babina Phuthi ba Makola Mashego community 
has lodged a land claim with the Department of 
Rural Development and Land Reform and the claim 
is at an advance stage. 

Comment noted. Digby Wells and 
Rhodium Reefs have open 
communication channels with the 
Limpopo Department of Rural 
Development and Land Reform to 
identify the land claimants and 
status of the land claim. 

Registration forms:18 
October 2012 

Mr Sade Kabelo Matentjie,  Mr 
Phetla,Sevh Maimela, Mr David 
Maome, Mrs Contance Manon 
Masha, Mr Modidi Mathaila: 
Interested and affected party 
Mrs J S Makola, Mr Justice 
Malekana, Mr Moses Magapa, 
Patrick Maboa, Mr Donald 
Makola, Mr N Mokoena, Mr c 
Leshaba, L M Tshenla, Mrs K.M 
Makola, Mrs M c Mashiane, Ms 

Requested that a public meeting be held with the 
interested and affected parties. 

It is anticipated that three public 
meetings will be held at different 
venues. The purpose of the public 
meetings will be to present the 
contents of the Draft Scoping 
Report. All registered I&AP will be 
informed via post, email and SMS 
of the details of the public 
meetings. 
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Lizzy Nkwele Mathaila, Mrs S M 
Maopa, Ms sylvia Mathaila, Mr 
Nelson Phetla, Mr solly Seroko 
Phetla, Mr Kenneth Maila, Mr 
Thomas Serothwane, Mrs 
Cathrine Matlakala Molapo, Mr 
Thomas Fenyane, Mrs Tebogo 
Makgoloane, Mrs Beauty 
Thokwane, Mrs Moloagadi 
Serothoane, Mrs Karabo 
Mathaila, Mr godfrey Sihlangu, Mr 
Lawrence Tshehla: Resident Ga-
Malekane Traditional Authority 

Registration forms 22 
October 2012 

Mr Tsietse Morewane: Memeber 
of the Mampuru community trust 

He is concerned that mines only consult with 
communities before operating and once they are in 
full production they stop consultation. 

Digby Wells is of the opinion that 
the public participation process 
followed for this Mining Right 
Application and environmental 
authorisations are undertaken as 
required in terms of sections 
16(4) (b) or 27 (5) (b) of the 
MPRDA and Section 24 (5), 
Regulation 54-57 of GNR 543 
under the National Environmental 
Management Act, Act No. 107 of 
1998 (NEMA).These regulations 
guides the public participation 
process that is required for an EIA 
process. Potentially directly 
affected parties will also be 
communicated with during the 
proposed social impact 
assessment. 

Mr Justice Maputle Mabelane: 
Tubatse Steelpoort community 
forum  

Expressed a concern that it is wrong to treat the 
directly affected parties equally to the interested 
and affected parties. 
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Mr Sambey Maleka: Member of 
the Makatsile 

The EIA process must consider the most directly 
affected communities as their lives and land will be 
impacted negatively after mining. 

Comment noted. Both the 
potentially directly affected parties 
and potentially interested I&AP’s 
were identified and notified of the 
proposed project as required 
NEMA and MPDRA. Comments 
and suggestions received to date 
from the I&APs were included in 
this comments and response 
report. 

Mr Given Choma: 
Mooimeisiefontein Development 
Forum 

The EIA process must consider the directly affected 
parties equally. 

E-mail:7 January 2013 
Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and 
Makola Community Trust. 

No consultation has ever taken place with the 
Makola Community on Prospecting right application 
by Rhodium Reefs. One of the people you 
consulted did raise this question at the meeting of 
the 7 September 2012 (Draft Scoping Report 
document) and Rhodium Reefs lied to him by 
saying the prospecting right application was issued 
under the old Act during 1980, which did not 
require any consultation.This was not true because 
the DMR will not issue a certificate like that under 
the old Act in 2012, after 9 years of the 
promulgated Act 28 of 2002, Minerals and 
Petroleum Resources and Development Act 
(MPRDA). Even on the 1st  January 2006,RSG 
Global (Pty)Ltd, a company hired by Barplats 
(owners of Rhodium Reefs),to prepare an EMP and 
Technical report for the same Kennedysvale 
properties, they stated in the same document that, 
Rhodium Reefs is in the process of converting all 
its mineral rights acquired and used under the 
Minerals Act, Act No.50 of 1991(and not even the 
1980s act, mentioned as an excuse at the meeting) 

Rhodium Reefs holds a 
prospecting permit under the old 
order rights issued in the 1980’s. 
The conversion of the old orders 
right and renewal of the 
prospecting permit did not require 
public participation to be 
undertaken under the MPRDA. 
 
An application for the renewal of 
the prospecting permit was 
submitted to the DMR in 2006 
and granted in 2007. The 
application of the Mining Right for 
Rhodium Reefs is now 
undertaken in accordance to the 
MPDRA of 2002. 
 
An extensive public participation 
was undertaken for the Mining 
Right application for the Spitzkop 
project. The meeting today will 
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into the mineral rights recognized under the 
recently promulgated Minerals and Petroleum 
Resources and Development Act (MPRDA),Act 
No.28 of 2002.This shows how you are trying so 
hard to mislead and exploit the communities. 

focus on the Rhodium Reefs 
Project and not Spitzkop. 

E-mail:7 January 2013 
Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and 
Makola Community Trust. 

As the most directly affected communities, we are 
not going to allow Rhodium Reefs to send Digby 
Wells in the name of “consulting communities” 
whereas the message is clear to us from Rhodium 
Reefs, ”Digby Wells”, go there (in Steelpoort), invite 
all interested affected parties so that we can exploit 
and manipulate them and give the DSR document 
to the DMR for approval so that we can be able to 
extract all the minerals and fly to Europe and enjoy 
ourselves. They (communities) can stay there 
(Steelpoort) with the unusable rubble we have 
extracted from the earth, with the minerals and 
starve. I still repeat that this is shown by the 
answers provided by Digby Wells from the public, 
where they are just saying “NOTED” without 
providing facts in the document. There is no 
commitment at all. It is just a matter of let us go 
through all these public meetings and 
participations, and close the case. Example (in your 
DSR document, page 9),one person commented 
that mining companies consult with communities 
only before they operate and once they are in full 
production, nothing will happen to communities 
There was no answer showing commitment from 
Rhodium Reefs/Digby Wells. We are not going to 
allow this to happen, we need commitments from 
Rhodium Reefs and Digby Wells. 

The public participation is under 
taken in terms of sections 16(4) 
(b) and 27(5) (b) of the Mineral 
and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act (29 of 2002) 
(MPRDA). 
 
A detail response will be provided 
during the EIA phase following 
the undertaking of specialists’ 
investigation. 
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E-mail, 27 January 
2013 

Ms Mariette Liefferink: Federation 
for Sustainable Environment 
(FSE) 

In accordance with the Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources Development Act (29 of 2002) 
(MPRDA) Regulation 62 appears to have been 
overlooked: In accordance with applicable 
legislative requirements for mine closure, the 
holder of a mining right must ensure that- 

 The closure of a mining operation incorporates a 
process which must start at the commencement 
of the operation and continue throughout the life 
of the operation; 

 The land is rehabilitated, as far as is practicable, 
to its natural state, or to a predetermined and 
agreed standard or land use which conforms 
with the concept of sustainable development...” 

Mine closure will be addressed in 
the EIR.  

The requirement of the MPRDA Regulation 62 
entails that interested and affected parties must be 
involved in the agreements regarding future land 
use of affected areas and thus in the decisions 
regarding the establishment of objectives for such 
future land use, as well as in discussing the 
alternatives for engineering interventions, where 
decisions regarding such options will affected the 
future land use. 

The only surface impacts that 
Rhodium Reefs will have in terms 
of this application relate to the 
infrastructure area (200 X 200 
metres). Post closure, the 
infrastructure will be removed, the 
shaft sealed and the area 
returned to a natural state.  

Communities within the Limpopo Platinum Mining 
areas are often poor, under-educated, 
disempowered, and in need of employment.  They 
lack experience with large development projects 
and the knowledge of potential impacts and 
benefits.  They have high, often unrealistic 
expectations of job creations, recruitment and 
procurement by the Applicant, and inadequate 
awareness of their own rights or the capacity to 
exercise these rights.  The public participation 

Comment noted. The 
communities were informed of the 
potential social and environmental 
impacts during the public 
meetings. These were presented 
to them in their first language to 
assist comprehension.   



REFERENCE NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT  RAISED RESPONSE 

process should therefore include capacity building 
and understanding of social and environmental 
impacts. 
In terms of the national environmental management 
principles of the NEMA “ the participation of all 
interested and affected parties in environmental 
governance must be promoted, and all people must 
have the opportunity to develop the understanding, 
skills and capacity necessary for achieving 
equitable and effective participation, and 
participation by vulnerable and disadvantaged 
persons must be ensured.” 

23 January 2013 Thapelo fenyane from Ga 
Malekana village 

He was unable to attend the public meetings held 
on 16 and 17 January 2013 at Eerstegeluk and 
Mampuru community hall due to work 
commitments. Therefore he would like to find out if 
there will be other meeting held in the near future? 
 

At this stage there are no more 
planned meetings but the 
individual is welcome to contact 
staff at the mine site to be given a 
talk on what was stated at the 
meetings. We will inform you of 
the project progress. 
The I&AP details were registered 
on the I&AP database for future 
communication. 

Ga Mampuru Public 
Meeting 
17 January 2013 

Mr Kgoputso Segokodi: Trustee 
of the Babina Noko Ba Ga 
Mampuru Community Trust 

He indicated that he has registered as an 
Interested and Affected Party in his individual 
capacity as well as a trustee of the Babina Noko Ba 
Ga Mampuru Community Trust however he did not 
receive an invitation to the public meeting from 
Digby Wells. 
 

Noted. It will be investigated and 
his details re-added to the I&AP 
database. 

Consultation must be undertaken with the relevant 
stakeholder namely the house owners, owners of 
planting fields and livestock. Furthermore 

RRL will investigate alternative 
and better ways of 
communicating the information to 
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consultation must not be limited to the Kgoshi’s. It 
must be inclusive of the broader communities. 

the communities. 

No consultation has taken place in 2006 for the 
Spitskop 333KT and Kennedy’s Vale 361KT 
projects. According to the public participation report 
complied it was reported that on 28 June 2006, 
eight people were consulted from the Ga-Mmapuru 
village. He indicated that three of those individuals 
are not residents of the Ga-Mmapuru village and 
are not affected by the project. 

An extensive public participation 
was undertaken for the Mining 
right application for the Spitzkop 
project. The meeting today will 
focus on the Rhodium Reefs 
Project and not Spitzkop. 

A public meeting was held in 2006 and a lady by 
the name of Ms R.N Mojoane, chairperson of the 
Basadi ba babedi claimed to be representing the 
Kgoshi’s for the Sekhukhune District Municipality. 
The woman is a resident of Ga-Mphahlele village 
and is not known to the chief and the community. 

Noted. In the current meetings all 
affected people are invited to the 
meetings which will eliminate 
such problems from recurring.  

  

He indicated that the public meeting attendees will 
not complete the attendance registers provided by 
Digby Wells. The Ga-Mampuru community will 
prepare and submit attendance registers directly to 
the Limpopo Department of Mineral Resources 
(DMR). In addition to this submission to the DMR, 
the community will also indicate no agreement was 
reached with RRL until such time that the 26% of 
the BEE is awarded to the local communities. 

Noted. 

Ga Mampuru Public 
Meeting: 
17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee Why were the communities not consulted when the 
Spitzkop and Kennedy’s Vale projects were put on 
hold? 

The decision to put the operation 
on hold was made by the 
company’s’ board of directors. 
This decision was then 
communicated to the DMR. The 
DMR provided RRL with an 
outline of the procedure to be 
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followed. RRL undertook 
extensive consultation with Staff 
and  the stakeholder forum which 
is represented by the Tubatse 
local municipality, Kgoshi’s and 
ward councillors to inform them of 
the closure. 

Ga Mampuru Public 
Meeting: 
17 January 2013 

Mr Dragon Maroga: Former 
spokesperson of the Tubatse 
Steelpoort Forum 

Digby Wells used SMS’s as a method to invite 
I&APs to the public meeting. He never received an 
invitation and it seems that the public meeting was 
targeted for specific individuals. 

All registered I&AP were informed 
via post, email and SMS of the 
details of the public meetings on 
30 November 2012. In addition 
newspaper advertisements were 
published in the Capricorn Voice 
and Steelburger on 7 January 
2013. 

Ga Mampuru Public 
Meeting 
17 January 2013 

Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and Mr 
Kgoputso Segokodi: Trustee of 
the Babina Noko Ba Ga Mampuru 
Community Trust 

At the stakeholder quarterly meeting held on 7 
September 2012 chief Malekane expressed a 
concern that “ the directly affected parties were 
never consulted during the prospecting right 
application for Rhodium Reefs” The response 
provided to Kgoshi Malekane at the meeting was 
that that “prospecting was done under the old 
minerals act during the 1980’s, when public 
consultation was not necessary”. 
 
 
 
 
 
Why was the above-mentioned response provided 
to Kgoshi Malekane at the stakeholder meeting? 

Rhodium Reefs held a 
prospecting permit issued in the 
1980’s under the old order. The 
conversion of the old order right 
to a new order right and the 
subsequent renewal thereof did 
not require public participation to 
be undertaken under the MPRDA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An application for the renewal of 
the prospecting permit was 
submitted to the DMR in 2005 
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and granted in 2006. The 
application of the Mining Right for 
Rhodium Reefs is now 
undertaken in accordance with 
the MPDRA of 2002. 

Ga Mampuru Public 
Meeting 
17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee Requested that consultation with the surrounding 
communities must be transparent. 

Noted. Feedback to the 
community has been mainly 
made through the stakeholder 
forum which is represented by the 
Tubatse local municipality, 
Kgoshi’s and ward councillors. 
RRL will investigate other means 
to ensure effective 
communication with the 
communities. All were encourage 
submit recommendations to 
Eastern Platinum on how the Ga-
Mmampuru community wish to be 
engaged or consulted. 

Ga Mampuru Public 
Meeting 
17 January 2013 

Mr Kgoputso Segokodi: Trustee 
of the Babina Noko Ba Ga 
Mampuru Community Trust 

There are three important stakeholders from the 
Ga-Mmampuru community which must be 
consulted namely the Ga-Mmampuru tribal council, 
youth forum and Babina Noko community trust. 

Comment noted. These I&APs 
will be added to the stakeholder 
database and consulted. 

Ga- Malekae public 
meeting 16 January 
2013 

Mr David from Ga-Malekane 
village 

 

The Draft Scoping Report has not been made 
available at the Ga-Masha village  

He attempted to view the report at the Ga-
Malekane village however was refused access to 
view the report. 

An electronic copy (CD) of the 
draft Scoping report was handed 
out at the meeting. 

 

Ga- Malekae public 
meeting 16 January 
2013 

Mr David from Ga-Malekane 
village 

 

Recommended that the EIA reports to be made 
available at the public libraries. 

A copy of the final Scoping Report 
will be made available at the Ga-
Masha Traditional Authority. 
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Ga- Malekae public 
meeting 16 January 
2013 

Ms Julia Makofani from Ga- 
Malekane village 

Recommended that the EIA reports to be made 
available at the public libraries. 

Comment noted. This will be 
considered.  

 

Ga- Malekae public 
meeting 16 January 
2013 

Mr Thabo Mapodile Ga- 
Malekane village 

Why is RRL only engaging with Kgoshi’s and Ward 
Councillors? The broader community as a whole 
must also be engaged in the quarterly meetings 
held between RRL, the local Chiefs and the Ward 
Councillors. 

RRL has in the past held 
community meetings however 
there was poor attendance. A 
decision was then made that only 
the representatives of the 
community will be invited to the 
quarterly meetings. This decision 
will be revisited to include the 
broader community. 

 

Ga- Malekae public 
meeting 16 January 
2013 

Mr Daniel  Marweshi Ga- 
Malekane village  

 

The local Chiefs and Ward Councillors do not 
provide feedback to the community regarding the 
quarterly meetings held with RRL. An appropriate 
means to disseminate information to the community 
at large must be formulated. 

RRL will investigate other means 
to ensure effective 
communication with the 
communities. All were 
encouraged to submit 
recommendations to RRL on how 
the community wish to be 
engaged or consulted. 

Ga- Malekae public 
meeting 16 January 
2013 

Public meeting attendee 
Ga- Malekane  village 
 

The Kgoshi informed the community that the public 
meetings were to be held on 19 & 20 January 2013 

Comment noted. I&APs were 
encouraged to leave their details 
so that they can be notified of the 
meetings directly. 

16.  LAND USE 

E-mail, 27 January 
2013 

Ms Mariette Liefferink: Federation 
for Sustainable Environment 
(FSE) 

The applicant has to ensure that the interests of 
both current and future generations are not 
compromised. Land-use is particularly important in 
this respect. While the community may benefit 
during the life-time of the project, future 

The land to be affected by surface 
activity is extremely small and will 
be returned to a natural state 
once mining ceases. The area of 
concern is currently not being 



REFERENCE NAME AND ORGANISATION COMMENT  RAISED RESPONSE 

generations may well have their livelihood 
opportunities, and their quality of life, reduced by 
the post-closure land use 

utilised for any farming (due to 
poor soil conditions), and is in a 
natural state.  

The affected communities are reliant on land for 
their livelihoods, and often have been so for a very 
long time. (In terms of the Scoping Report, 
unemployment is as high as 50% of the 
economically active population with a large 
proportion of the population being dependent on 
subsistence farming and natural resources to 
sustain their livelihoods.)  Land provides 
opportunities for food security, albeit it often 
subsistence farming, for seasonal grazing for 
livestock, for tourist activities and for access to 
forest foods and water. 

17. BLACK ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT (BEE) 

Ga Malekane  Public 
meeting :16 January 
2013 

Mr Daniel Marweshi from Ga-
Malekane village 

How does one qualify to obtain the BEE shares 
within the Rhodium Reefs company? 

Each listed entity has shares 
listed in the Stock Exchange. If 
there is a desire to purchase the 
BEE shares, one has to consult 
with the shareholders regarding 
purchasing of shares. 

 
Ga Malekane  Public 
meeting: 16 January 
2013 

Mr Daniel Marweshi from Ga-
Malekane village 

Will RRL make the BEE shares available to the 
affected communities 

The late Mr Zwelakhe Sisulu was 
in discussion with the Department 
of Mineral Resources (DMR) 
regarding the restructuring of the 
26% BEE shares to ensure 
greater participation of the 
surrounding communities. Those 
discussions will continue with the 
Department of Mineral Resources 
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(DMR). 

The Basadi Babedi Women 
consortium owns a certain 
percentage of the BEE shares on 
the Spitskop operation. 

Ga-Phasha public 
meeting 16 January 
2013 

Mr Sola     Ga-Phasha village Will Rhodium Reefs Limited (RRL) make provision 
for the local community and land claimants to 
participate in the BEE shareholding of the 
company?  

 

RRL is in the process of engaging 
with the Department of Mineral 
Resources (DMR) on a suitable 
BEE structure to ensure greater 
participation of the surrounding 
local communities. 

 

RRL must meet with the affected communities to 
discuss the BEE shareholding that will be offered to 
the affected communities. 

The late Mr Zwelakhe Sisulu was 
in discussions with the DMR 
regarding the restructuring of the 
26% BEE shares to ensure 
greater participation of the 
surrounding communities. These 
discussions will still continue with 
the DMR.  

 The Basadi bababedi Women 
consortium owns a certain 
percentage of the BEE shares on 
the Spitzkop operation. 

18. OTHER 

Fax: 28 September 
2012 

Mrs Tebadi Mokganyetsi Ga-
Mampuru resident 

She is of the view that all employees must be 
registered with a labour union. Noted.  
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The Babina Phuthi ba Makola Mashego community 
has lodged an internal appeal with the relevant 
department against the proposed Rhodium Reefs.  

The Department of Mineral 
Resources have accepted 
Rhodium Reefs’ application for a 
mining right after consideration of 
all appeals and objections.  

The Babina Phuthi ba Makola Mashego lodged a 
complaint with the legal services of the Department 
of Mineral Resources  on 11 November 2011 
against the proposed Rhodium Reefs platinum 
project.This was received and acknowledged by 
the department: 

 S96 internal appeal of prospecting right MP 
30/5/1/1/2/92PR 

 Request to cancel prospecting right 
MP30/5/1/1/2/92 in terms section 47 

The Department of Mineral 
Resources has accepted 
Rhodium Reefs’ application for a 
mining right after consideration of 
all appeals and objections.  

Objection to the granting of a mining right and 
approval of the EIA/EMP-Siptzkop platinum 
Pty(Ltd).Ref:12/1/9-7/2-GS12 on the 13 

September 2011and it was received and 
acknowledged by the relevant department on the 
27 September 2011. 

The Spitzkop Platinum Operation 
is a separate entity and not 
covered in this EIA process. 

E-mail:7 January 2013 
Mr Freddy Makola on behalf of 
the Makola Community and 
Makola Community Trust 

Rhodium Reefs has not complied with the terms 
and conditions of their prospecting/mining right and 
has breached the provisions of their PWP and 
EMP. They are also in contravention of the 
provisions of the MPRDA. In the circumstances, the 
Minister is not obliged to renew their mining right 
and for all the reason set out above we request that 
the Minister or her delegate exercise discretion not 
to do so. 
 
The Makola Community will also write to the 

Rhodium Reefs does not hold a 
mining right over any of the 
properties of concern. However, 
should the minister decide to 
grant Rhodium Reefs the mining 
right, the communities will have 
an opportunity to appeal this 
decision.  
 
The bulk of the prospecting work 
took place in the 1980’s and 90’s 
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Minister to decline the renewal of the mining right 
so that the Makola Community and other directly 
affected communities can benefit from their rights 
in their ancestral land. 

when it was not a requirement to 
have an EMPR but the onus was 
on the company to negotiate with 
the land owners for access. This 
was done. In addition, no 
Prospecting Work Programme 
(PWP) was required and the 
company could undertake any 
form of prospecting that was 
suitable and agreed with the 
landowners. 
 
A second Prospecting programme 
was undertaken in 2007/8 and for 
this work a PWP was submitted 
together with an EMPR which 
was approved by the authorities. 
This process included Public 
Participation meetings. The 
company undertook the work in 
accordance with the PWP 
although we did not drill as many 
holes as were indicated. All drill 
sites were discussed and 
approved by community residents 
and were properly rehabilitated. 
The authorities have been to 
inspect the rehabilitation of these 
sites and were happy with the 
work done.  
 
Reports on all these activities 

The DMR should instead take a decision not to 
renew Rhodium Reefs’ mine application right rather 
than to allow both Rhodium Reefs and the Makola 
Community to suffer further prejudice. 
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have been submitted to the DMR 
to confirm compliance with the 
rules of the permit. 

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
 17 January 2013 

Mr Shola Ga-Phasha village Raised a concern that RRL’s Community Liaison 
Officer (CLO) liaises with only one affected 
community and neglects the other communities. 

 

 

 

The CLO is appointed to 
represent the interests of the 
company with the communities; 
they are not appointed to 
represent the communities 
(currently the Kgoshi’s represent 
the communities). The CLO 
speaks to all Chiefs and Ward 
Councillors on behalf of the 
Company and cannot appoint a 
CLO for every community right 
now. 

Ga- Phasha Public 
meeting: 
 17 January 2013 

Public meeting attendee Ga-
Phasha village 

The community will keep the attendance registers 
until such time RRL is ready to make commitments 
on developing the community. 

Comment noted. 

Ga Mampuru public 
meeting 
 17 Januray 2013 

Mr Kgoputso Segokodi: Trustee 
of the Babina Noko Ba Ga 
Mampuru Community Trust 

He indicated that employment must not be used as 
prime factor for the project. Not all residents will be 
employed at the proposed mine. Employment is 
intrinsic to any existing company. 
 
 
 

Comments noted. These 
comments and suggestions will 
be investigated, and as indicated 
previously, the 26% BEE share is 
being renegotiated with the DMR 
to ensure greater community 
participation. 
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The Ga-Mmampuru community supports the 
establishment of a mine because it will provide 
opportunities for the broader community; however 
the correct channels must be followed when 
engaging with the affected communities. 
 
The Ga-Mmapuru Community Trust is prepared to 
negotiate with RRL for the community to have a 
share in the mining rights and 26% provided to the 
local communities. If RRL does not provide the 
26% BEE to the local community it will not obtain a 
mining right licence. 
 
 
RRL is paying a bribe to the Kgoshi’s in the 
surrounding communities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RRL has never paid a bribe to 
anyone. On one occasion our 
BEE partner gave each Chief a 
bottle of whisky as a Christmas 
present. 

Ga Mampuru public 
meeting 
 17 Januray 2013 

Mr Dragon Maroga: Former 
spokesperson of the Tubatse 
Steelpoort Forum 

He reported that the Tubatse Steelpoort Forum had 
previously engaged with RRL including the Kgoshi, 
ward councillors official from the Tubatse local 
municipality regarding employment procedures on 
the Spitzkop project. A forum for mining companies 
within the Tubatse local municipality was 
established which was representative of the various 
stakeholders. A date was set to have a forum 
meeting at the RRL site camp.  
 
RRL then met with the Kgoshi’s and ward 
councillors the night before the meeting at the 

RRL has always communicated to 
stakeholders through the Chiefs 
and Ward Councillors in a 
structure that was discussed with 
and approved by the DMR.  The 
attempt by the Forum to be 
recognised was not accepted. 
The Chiefs were not prepared to 
be part of the same 
communication structure as a 
Forum that had not been 
democratically elected 
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Didingwe River Lodge. 
 
The members of the Tubatse Steelpoort Forum 
were chased away from the meeting held at the 
Didingwe River Lodge. 

Ga Mampuru public 
meeting 
 17 Januray 2013 

Public meeting attendee A concern was expressed that Mr Elphus Shai the 
current Community Liaison officer is not a resident 
of the Ga-Mmampuru village. Enquired about when 
was the current Community Liaison Officer (CLO) 
appointed? 

The current Community Liaison 
Officer was employed by RRL five 
years ago 

When the project commenced 3 years ago why 
were the affected communities not consulted on the 
appointment of the CLO? 

CLO’s are appointed to represent 
the interests of the company with 
the communities; they are not 
appointed to represent the 
communities (currently the 
Kgoshi’s and Councillors 
represent the communities). 

Ga-Phasha Public 
meeting: 
 17 January 2013 

Kgoshigadi Ga-Phasha village Requested RRL to refrain from engaging only with 
the local Chiefs. This causes further division 
amongst the Chief and the community. If the 
community is side-lined, the progress of the 
proposed project will be stunted. RRL must engage 
with the broader community. 

Comment noted. RRL currently 
engages with the community 
through local Chiefs and ward 
Councillors but they are aware of 
the concerns and will investigate 
further communication forums.  

Proposed for the community to a 
sign petition to be submitted to 
the office of the Premier. 



 




