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Private Bag X 447- PRETORIA -0001- Environment House -473 Steve Biko Road, Arcadia: PRETORIA

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2242
Enquiries: Mr Coenrad Agenbach
Telephone: (012) 398 9403 E-mail: CAgenbach@dffe.gov.za

Mr Constantin Hatzilambros

Mulilo Newcastle Wind Power (Pty) Lid
Postinet Suite 53

Private Bag X21

HOWARD PLACE

7450

Tel:  {021) 685 3240
Email: constantin@mulifo.com

PER E-MAIL
Dear Mr Hatzitambros

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, ACT NO. 107 OF 1998, AS AMENDED: FOR THE PROPOSED
MULILO NEWCASTLE WIND POWER (PTY) LTD 200MW WIND ENERGY FACILITY (WEF) WITHIN THE
NEWCASTLE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY IN THE KWAZULU-NATAL PROVINCE

The Department notes an emor on the cover ietter issued for the record of refusal dated
& ichi ed the reference numbe 213, Kindly find berein the corract cove

d ine referencs er 14, QL3312 17
he record of refusal 14/12/16/3/3/2/2212.

U3 August 20723 which include
letter which corresponds with t
With reference to the above application, please be advised that the Department has decided 1o refuse
authorisation. The Environmental Authorisation (EA) and reasons for the decision are attached herewith.

In terms of Regulation 4(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended {the EIA
Regulations), you are instructed fo nofify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing and within
fourteen (14) days of the date of the decision, of the decision, as well as the provisions regarding the submission
of appeals that are contained in the Regulations.

In terms of the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act, Act No. 3 of 2000, you are entitied to the right to fair,
lawful and reasonable administrative action; and to written reasons for administrative action that affects you
negalively. Further your attention is drawn to the provisions of the Protection of Personal Information Act, Act
No. 4 of 2013 which stipulate that the Department should conduct itselfin a responsible manner when collecting,
processing, storing and sharing an individual or another entity’s personal information by holding the Depariment
accountable should the Department abuse or compromise your personal information in any way.

Your atiention is drawn to Chapter 2 of National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998 National
Appeal Regulations published under Govemment Notice R893 in Govemment Gazette No, 38303 dated 08
December 2014 (National Appeal Regulations, 2014}, which prescribes the appeal procedure to be followed.



Kindly include a copy of this document (Nafional Appeal Regulations, 2014) with the letier of notification to
interested and affected parties in this matter.

Should any person wish to lodge an appeal against this decision, he/she must submit the appeal to the appeal
administrator, and a copy of the appeal lo the applicant, any registered inferested and affected party, and any
organ of state with interest in the matter within twenty (20) days from the date that the notification of the decision
was sent to the registered interested and affected parties by the applicant; or the date that the notification of the
decision was sent to the applicant by the Department, whichever is applicable.

Appeals must be submitted in writing in the prescribed form to:

The Director: Appeais and Legal Review of this Deparlment at the below mentioned addresses.

By email: appeals@dfie.gov.za;

By hand: Environment House
473 Steve Biko
Arcadia
Pretoria
0083; or

By post: Private Bag X447
Pretoria
0001

Please note that in terms of Section 43(7) of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998,
as amended, the lodging of an appeal will suspend the environmental authorisation or any provision or condition
attached thereto. In the inslance where an appeal is lodged, you may not commence with the activity until such
time that the appeal is finalised.

To obtain the prescribed appeal form and for guidance on the submission of appeals, please visit the
Department's website at htips:/fwww.dffe.gov.za/documenisfforms#legal_authorisations or request a copy of the

documents at appeals@dffe.gov.za.

Yours faithfully

Chief Directy egrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment

Date: pd/og/ﬂa 2.2
“cc: | Dr Alan Carter  Coastal and Environmental Services (Pty) Ltd | Emai: a.carterficesnet.co.za :
MsZamaMbanjya | KZNDEDTEA = i E-mail: zama.mbanjwa@konedtea.gov.za

Mr Zamokwakhe Wesley Mcineka | Newcastle Local Municipality Email: zamani.mcineka@newcastie.gov.za;
hlongozile.magubane@newcaste.gov.za;

mm@Enewcastie gov.za

DFFE Reference: 141 21613/3/212212 ' == 2
APPLICATION FOR ENVIROMMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AGT, ACT NO. 107

OF 1998, AS AMENDED: FOR THE PROPOSED MULILO NEWCASTLE WIND POWER (PTY) LTD 200MW WIND ENERGY FACILITY (WEF)
WITHIN THE NEWCASTLE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY IN THE KWAZULU-NATAL PROVINCE

/J



forestry, fisheries
& the environment

@ gepal;tmélgt:h fes and the Envi i
Woe”  REPUBLIC OF SOUTHAFRICA
Record of Refusal

in terms of Regulation 24{1){b} of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014,

as amended

FOR THE MULILO NEWCASTLE WIND POWER (PTY) LTD 200MW WIND ENERGY FACILITY {WEF)

WITHIN THE NEWCASTLE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY IN THE KWAZULU-NATAL PROVINCE

Amaiuba District Municipality

“Authorisation register number: | 14/12/16/3/3/2/2212

[ Last amended: First issue

"Holder of authorisation; ' Mulllo New Castle Wind Power (Pty) Ltd =
Location of activity: Portion 1 of the Farm Geelhoutboom No. 3350;

KwaZulu-Natal Province.

Remainder of the Farm Geslhoutboom No. 3350;
Remainder of the Farm Bemard No. 9447,
Remainder of the Farm Spiiskop No. 16302,
Remainder of the Farm Cliffdale No. 9439;
Remainder of the Farm Byron No. 9448,
Newcastle Local Municipalily;

Amajuba District Municipality;




Depariment of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Application Register Number; 1412/16/3j3/2/2212

Decision

The Competent Authorily is satisfied, an the basis of information available to it that the applicant should not be

authorised to undertake the activities specified below.

Details regarding the basis on which the Competent Authority reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1

ta this Record of Refusal.

Activities refused

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as
amended and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended, the Competent Authority

hereby refuses the application for Environmental Authorisation to -
MULILO NEWCASTLE WIND POWER {PTY) LTD
with the following contact details -

Mr Constantin Hatzitambros
Postnet Suite 53

Private Bag X21

HOWARD PLACE

7450

Tel: (021} 685 3240
Email: Constantin@mutilo.com
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Depariment of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment

Application Register Number: 1411216/3/3/2/2212 B

not fo undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as “the activily’):

| Activity number

[ Activity description

' Listing Notice 1, Item 11:

“The development of facilities or infrastructure for the
iransmission and distribution of electricity

{i) outside urban areas or industrial complexes with a
capaciy of more than 33 but less than 275 kilovolls.”

' Listing Notice 1 item 12:
“The development of—

of 100 square metres or more;

where stich development ocours—

(a) within a walercourse;;

fc) if no development setback exists, within 32
melres of a walercourse, measured from the

edge of a watercowrse.”

(i) infrastructure or structures with a physical foolprint | Newcastle Wind Power WEF will be up o 100ha. Itis

The proposed Muliio Newcastle Wind Power WEF
will be located outside an urban area. A combination
of 33kV overhead lines and 33kV underground cable
] will be used, running along the road network
| connecting each turbine position and the Battery
| Energy Storage System (BESS} to the Independent
Power Producer ({PP) substation. Howsver, a 33kV
to 132kV collecior substation will be necessary to
receive, convert and step-up eleciricity from the WEF
to the proposed 132kV grid suitable supply, and then
evacuated via an OHPL info the designated Eskom

Point of Connection (POC).
e > ;

The fotal construction foolprint of the Mulilo |

expected that infrastructure such as turbines and
associated linear infrastructure (particularly internal
roads) with a footprint substantially exceading 100m?
will be required within the regulatory buffer of a |

welland and water courses.

Listing Notice 1 tem 19:

“The iniifling or depositing of any material of more
than 10 cubic metres info, or the dredging,
excavation, removal or moving of soil, sand, shells,
shell grit, pebbles or rock of more than 10 cubic

metres from a walercourse.”

The total construction foofprint of the Mulilo
Newcastle Wind Power WEF will be up to 100ha. ttis
expected that infrastructure such as turbines and |
associated finear infrastructure (parficularly intemal ;
roads) will require excavation of material substantially
| exceeding 10m3 within the regulatory buffer of a

wetland and water courses.
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Department of Foresiry, Fisharies and the Environment

Application Register Number: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2212

Listing Notice 1 Item 24:

“The development of a road—
(if) with a reserve wider than 13,5 meters, or where
no reserve exists where the road is wider than 8

mefres.”

Site access to the Mulilo Newcastle Wind Power
WEF wili, where possible, make use of existing famm
roads that will be upgraded and maintained for the life
of the WEF. The existing roads will be extended to a
width of 9m. New roads will be constructed (where

there are no existing roads) with a width of 9m (14m
servitude) and will connect all turbines, Total road
length up to 35km,

Primary site access road & reficulation; Total width up
to 15m consisting of up to 3m width for underground
33KV reficulation. Overhead lines to be used where
underground cables are not technically feasible.

1
Intemal roads & reficulation; Total width up to 12m
consisting of up to 3m width for underground 33kV
reticulation, Overhead lines fo be used where
underground cables are not technically feasible.

=

 Listing Notice 1 Item 28;
“Residential, mixed, retail, commercial, industrial or

institutional developments where such fand was used

for agriculfure, game farming, equesirian purposes or

afforestation on or after 01 April 1998 and wherse such

development:

(i} will ocour outside an urban area, where the lotal
fand to be developed is bigger than 1 hectare.”

Listing Nofice 1 ltem 47:
“The expansion of facilities or infrasiruciure for the
transmission and distribution of electricity where the
expanded capacily will exceed 275 kilovoits and the

development foofprint will increase. *

The proposed Mulilo Newcastle Wind Power WEF will
entail the rezoning of land from agriculture to
agriculture and renewable energy. The fofal
construction footprint of the proposed WEF will be
approximately 100ha in extent,

Existing infrastruclure may be used (where
technicaliy feasible) as connection points from
turbines to switching stations. Where this is the case
the footprint of the existing infrastructure may be

increased.

A



Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
__Application Register Nurber: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2212

[ Listing Notice f lilem56:

lengthening of a road by more than 1km-
(i) where no reserve exisis, where the existing road
is wider than 8 melres.”

Listing Nofice 2 ltem 1;
“The development of facifilies or infrastructure for the

generation of eleclricity from a renewable resource
where the eleclyicity oulput is 20 megawaits or more,”

Listipa Nofice 2 ltem 15;
“The clearance of an area of 20 hectares or more of

indigenous vegetation,”

| Listing Notice 3 ltem 4:
“The development of a road wider than 4 metres with
a reserve less than 13,5 melres.

| d. KwaZuly-Natal

vil. Critical biodiversity areas as identified in
systematic biediversify plans adopted by the
compelent aiithorily or in bioregional plans;

“‘The widening of a road by more than 6m, or | Site access fo the Mulito Newcastle Wind Power WEF

|
i
H

will, where possible, make use of existing farm roads
that will be upgraded and maintained for the life of the
| WEF. The existing roads will be extended to a width

of 9m.

The proposed Mulilo Newcastle Wind Power WEF will
| each consist of a maximum of forty-five (45) wind
iurbines, with an unspecified individual turbine output
capacity. The tofal output of the proposed WEF will
be a maximum of 200MW net generating capacity,
which will be dependent on the final number of
turbines and their output capacity.

The total construction foofprint of each of the Mulilo
| Newcastle Wind Power WEF will be up to 100ha, Itis
expected that the area of vegetation to be cleared will
exceed 20ha in order fo establish the WEFs and
associated infrastructure. The main  footprint
elements for sach WEF include:

Crane platforms and hardstand laydown area 30ha;
Turbine foundations Zha;

[PP Subslation tha;

Access road 9 - 12ha;

Intemal access roads 23 — 26ha; and

BESS 16ha.

Site access to the Mulilo Newcastle Wind Power WEF
will, where possible, make use of existing farm roads
that will be upgraded and maintained for the fife of the
WEF. The existing roads will be extended {o a widih
of 9m, New roads will be constructed {where there are
no existing roads) with a width of 9m (14m servitude) |

5



Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Application Register Number: 14/1 2!16!3!3!2!2212__

Xii, Outside urban areas:

{aa) Areas within 10 kilometres from national parks or
world heritage sites or 5 kilometres from any
lerrestrial profecled arca identified in ferms of
NEMPAA or from the core areas of a biosphere

reserve,”

and wilt connect all turbines. Road length may be up
to 35km. The Mulilo Newcastie Wind Power WEF will
be located within the KwaZulu-Natal Province,
outside the urban edge. The Mulilo Newcastle Wind
Power WEF will be situated within a Crifical
Biodiversity Area (CBA) as identified in the Ezemvelo
KZN Critical Biodiversity Map (2016}. In addition, the
affected properties are situated within 10km of the
Seekoei-vlei Protected Environment.

Listing Notice 3 item 12;

more of indigenots vegetation

d. KwaZuiu-Natal

v. Critical biodiversily areas as identified in systematic
biodiversity plans adopted by the competent authority
| or in bioregional plans.”

“The clearance of an area of 300 square melres or |

The total construction footprint of each of the Mulilo
Newcastle Wind Power WEF will be up fo 100ha. ltis
expected thai well in excess of 300m? of indigenous
vegetation will need fo be cleared in order to establish
the WEF and its associated infrastructure. The main
WEF foolprint elements include: {
Crane platforms and hardstand faydown area 30ha;
Turbine foundations 2ha;

IPP Substation 1ha;

Access road 9 - 12ha;

Internal access roads 23 — 26ha; and

BESS 16ha.

The proposed Mulilo Newcastle Wind Power WEF will
also be located in a Critical Biodiversity Area (CBA)
as identified in the Ezemvelo KZN Critical Biodiversity
Map (2016).

—

' Listing Notice 3 [tem 14;

“The development of — (ij) infrastructure or structures

with a physical footprint of 10 square metres or more;

where such development occurs— (a) within a

| watercourse; (c) if no development sethack has been

adopted, within 32 metres of a walercourse,
measured from the edge of a watercourse; d.

The total construction footprint of the Mulilo
Newcastle Wind Power WEF will be up fo 100ha. It is
expected that infrastructure such as turbines and
associated linear infrasfructure {particularly intemal
roads) will require excavation of material exceeding |
10m3 within the regulatory buffer of a wetiand and l

hr



Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
_Application Register Number; 14/1216/3/3/2/2212

" KwaZulu-Natal vi, Critical biodiversity areas or
ecological supporl areas as identified in systematic
biodiversity plans adopted by the competent authority
or in bioregional pians; x. Oulside urban areas: (aa)
Areas within 10 kilometres from national parks or
world heritage sttes or 5 kiomeltres from any
terrestrial protected area identified in lerms of
NEMPAA or from the core area of a biosphere
reserve,”

Listing Notice 3 ltem 18;

“The widening of a road by more than 4 melres with a

E Critical biodiversity areas as idenlified in systematic
i biodiversity plans adopted by the competent authority
or in bioregional plans; xii, Outside urban areas: (aa)
Areas within 10 kilomelres from national parks or
world herifage sites or 5 kilomelres from any
terrestrial protected area identified in terms of
NEMPAA or from the core areas of a biosphere

resetve)”

[ water courses. The proposed Mulilo Newcastle Wind |
Power WEF will also be located in a Critical
Biodiversity Area (CBA) as identified in the Ezemvelo
KZN Critical Biodiversity Map (2016). In addition, the
affected properties are situated within 10km of the
Seekoel-vlel Protected Environment.

Site access to the Mulilo Newcastle Wind Power WEF

reserve less than 13,5 metres. d. KwaZulu-Natal viii. | will, where possible, make use of existing farm roads

} that will be upgraded and maintained for the life of the
WEF. The existing roads will be extended {o a widih
of 9m. New roads will be constructed (where there are
no existing roads) with a width of 9m {14m servitude)
and will connect all turbines. Road length may be up
to 35km. The Mufilo Newcastle Wind Power WEF will
be located within the KwaZulu-Natal Province,
outside the urban edge. The Mulilo Newcastie Wind
| Power WEF will be situated within a Critical
Biodiversity Area (CBA) as idenfified in the Ezemvelo
KZN Critical Biodiversity Map (2016). tn addition, the
affected properties are siluated within 10km of the |

Seekosi-viei Protected Environment.

as described in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) dated April 2023 at:

Property Details and 21-SG Digit Number;

Farm Description 21-SG Digit Number
' Portion 1 of the farm Geelhoutboom No. 3350 (1/3350) | NOHS00000000335000002
Remainder of farm Geelhoutboom No. 3350 (RE/3350) | NOHS00000000335000001

Remainder of farm Bernard No. 9447 "~ (RE/9447) | NOHS00000000944700000

Remainder of farm Spitskop No.16302 ~ (RE/16302) | NOHS00000001630200000 i

7



Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Application Register Number: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2212

‘ﬁemainderofﬁn Byron No. 9448

Remainder of farm Clifidale No, 9439

{RE/9439) | NOHS006000000943900000

(RE/9448) ‘ NOHS00000000944800000

Coordinates for Facility Property Bends:

Point/Bend Latitude Longitude |
K ' 27°3915°S 29°50'36E 1
2 - 127°39'12'S 29°51'34"E

3 27°3931"S 29°5141"E

4 |23 20°50'48°E ]
5 27°40'5°S 29°49'19°E

6 27°38'35'S 29°500°E
17 27°37'56'S | 29°50'35°E i
8 T27°3817°S |ogeaTseE
9 | 27°38'9"s 29°4767°E o
10 27°40'5"S %97t
Ei i ' 27°40'26'S 29°49'F°E |
12 | 27°4027°S | 29°4822¢

13 | 27°40'35°S 29°4818
14 | 27°3853'S 20°46'29°E =
15 1 27°3853's 29°46'30'E )

16 27°3840"S 29°46'39°E

17 | 27°38'40"s 29°47T'E

18 27°405'S 29°4T8'E ]
19 27°39'35'S | 20°46'43°E

20 27°3947'S 29°46'32°E N
21 27°3942"S 29°46'22"E

22 | 27°38'53'S 29°46'29°E T
23 27°3817"S 29°47'59°E

| 24 | 27°38°24"S 20°4656" |
25 27°4116'S 29°47'55'E |
% 27°41'35'S | 29°46%39°E

7 27°40'59"S 29°46'23°E

E 1 29°500°F

)



Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Application Register Number: 14/1216/3/3/2/2212

Coordinates; Wind Eneray Facility Turbine Positions:

[ WTG Number Latitude Longitude

i 27° 39 44" 3 e 1
2 27°40'40"S 24T XE

3 27° 404 S 129747 56°E T |
4 27°39'26'S 29° 48' 42°E

5 |27°4G'16" S 29°A7'49"E

6 27°41'6"S | 29°46'56"E

7 27°39'37'S 29°48'35°E =
8 27°41'18'S 129°46'53° E

9 RET RS 29°48'9"E

10 27°40'1"S T | 29748 22°E T
11 | 27° 40' 54" 8 20°47°26'E
12 7°407 S 29°47'20°E
13 27°39' 50" S 29° 48'35"E
! 14 B LE 29° 46' 48°E o
I'15 | 27°40°46" S 29°47'37'E .
16 | 2174023 S 29°48' 4'E

i 7l 27°39'4'S 29° 49'30" E ]
18 | 27°39°14" S 29°49' 22'E

19 : (2703924 S | 29°49' 12 E

20 [27°39'34" S o 29°49' °E

21 27°40'35' S 129°48' 1"E

22 27°39'47° S 1 29° 48'55" E §
PX 27°3953°S 29°4745E
24 127740 14" S 29° 48' 26" E ;
25 27°40°48°'S 29°47'56°E

2 27°40'6"S 129°48'43"E =
27 27°41'2" S " [29°47'39°E

28 27°39'7" S | 29° 49'47E

29 {27741 1" S 29°A7'57°E *
0 27°38'38'S 29°47'22'E

31 27°38'29'S 29° AT’ 33 E *“
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Depariment of Foresfry, Fisheries and the Environment
Application Register Number: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2212

[WTG Number Latitude Longitude
2 | 21°38'49'S 2974717 E
il _[ 27°39'0° S 29°479'E
34 [ 27°40'5°S 20°AT'37"E
35 ' J 27°38'25"S 29°47'48"E
36 lzr* 38'52°S | 29° 47 32°E
37 = |2 38 55" S 29° 47 46" E
38 [27°39°15"S 29°47' 25°E
39 | 27°38'49°S 29°A7' 59" E
40 27° 38'39" S (29748 10"E
4 (27°39°33'S 29° 48' 12" E
42 27°40'27° S 129°4717°E
43 127°39'43's 29°48'3°E
TR TS 29° 46 31°E
45 27°40' 21" S 29°47'35'E
Associated Infrastructure Location:
: =7 Latitude Longitude
IPP  Substation and .
O&M Building complex
Point:
| North West 27°412'S 29°4750°E
North East 27°41'5°S . 29°48'2°E
South East 27°4114'S | 29°47'56°E
South West 27°4113'S | 29°47'52°E
West 27°41'8"S 12974751
Access Road i ' '
1 27°41'30°S 1 20°46'53'°E
2 | 27741 7's 29°46'31"E
3 - [ oratEs 29°47'52°E
4 27°410°S o | 29°47'54°E
5 | 27°411"S 29°47'58'E
6 27°4050°S N EXEL

10




Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Application Register Number. 14/12/16/3/3{2/2212

Latitude Longitude
7 | 27°412'S 29°47'39'E
_! 8 2°4057S | 29°4T46'E
) [ 27°4053°S 29°ATIBE
10 [ 27°4048'S [ 29°47'57'E
A 27°40148'S 29°47'55'E
12 27°40'27"S T 29%amTE
13 [27°4016'S 29°47'49°E
; 14 27°407"S | 29°4720°E
15 27°40'33'S 29°48'2°E
16 27°3933'S | 29°4812°E
17 27°40'5"S o 29°47'36"E
18 27°400°S 29°47'46°E
19 97°3915'S 29°47'26°E
20 27°3916'S | 29°4721"
21 |2r°s9s ) 29°4T6'E
(22 |27°3849s 20°4717'E
23 27°38'59"S ) 29°47'9°E
24 | 21°3856'S 29°47'38'E
25 | 27°3825°S | 29°AT'48'E
26 | 27°3837"s 29°47°21"E
27 27°38'39'S | 29°4810°E
:_’fs 27°40113'S '29"48'8"5 |
|29 27°40'14"S | 29°48'26°E
30 27°40'0"S 29°48'25°E
31 N 27°40%6"S | 29°4843°E
32 ‘ 27°39'53°S 29°48'36'E
33 27°39'26'S 29°48'43'E
E 27°397"S 29°49'48°E
35 27°38'58"S s 29°49'34'E
3% | 27°3813'S 29°4847°E
E | 27°38'32'S 29°48'53'E
38 27°40'6"S 29°47'56'E

1



Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Application Register Number: 34/12/16/3/3/2/2212

l_ Latitude | Longitude
139 27°4120'S 29°47'31"E
) 27°3820'S P°AGHTE _
341 | 27°40'24'S 29°47'54'E =
;4_2 | | raws 29:’47'12"E .
e e
|44 [ 27°387°S 29°49'1"E
s |zrmes [o4esE ]
Construction N o T =
campllaydown area1 |Y X
' North West comer [27°388'S | 29°48'47°E
 North Eastcomer | 27°387"S 29°48'51°F ) ‘
South Eastcomer | 27°3816'S 20°4858°E ]
“South West corner | 27°38'19°S '99°48'53'F -_—
Construction | ‘ S
camp/laydown area 2
North West comer 27°410"S T TwdmaE
‘North Eastcorner | 27°40'58"S | 2%4747E o
| South Eastcomer | 27°41'1'S 29°4T49°E e
' South Westcomer | 27°413'S 29°47T4°E |

- for the Mulilo Newcasfle Wind Power (Pty) Lid 200MW Wind Energy Facility (WEF) in the Newcastle Local
Municipality in the KwaZulu-Natal Province, hereafter referred to s “ihe property”

» Hub Height: Up fo 140m;

» Rotor Diameter: Up to 200m;
» Blade length: Up to 100m; and
> Turbine tip height: Up to 240m.

Laydown areas of up to 40 000m2;
IPP Substation — 33kV to 132kV collector substation,

Up to 45 wind turbines with generation capacity up to a maximum of 200MW with the following specifications:

Concrete foundations up to approximately 25mx25m in extent and up to 3.5m deep per turbine;

12
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Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
~ Application Register Number: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2212.

» Additional substation infrastructure such as:

> Lightning mast up to 2bm;

¥ Parking;

> Up to 2.8m high fencing;

> Storm water channels and culverts;
> Ablutions;

» Water storage tanks;

> Septic tank; and

» Borehole.

Construction/fofiice yard;

e Access road and intemal roads;
33kV reticulation;

Additional O&M infrastructure such as:
» Parking;

» Up to 2.8m high fencing;

> Storm water channels and culverts;
» Ablutions;

> Water storage tanks;

> Septic tank; and

> Borehole.

+ Two {2} Met masts;

» On-site concrete baiching plant.

Technical details for the orogiosed facility

| Component

| Location of the site

Operations and maintenance buildings (O&M);

| Description/ Dimensions

; ~15km north west of the town of Newcastle

FARM AND SG Codes

'» Portion 1 of the farm Geelhoutboom No. 3350:
NOHS00000000335000002

» Remainder of farm Geelhoutboom No. 3350:
NOHS00000000335000001

» Remainder of farm Bemard No. 9447:

NOHS006000000844700000

» Remainder of farm Spitskop No.16302:

NOHS00000001630200000 '
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r ; - " |» Remainder of farm Cliffdale No. 9439:

| NOHS00000000943900000

» Remainder of farm Byron No. 9448:
NOHS00000000944800000 .

Site access will, where possible, make use of existing

farm roads that will be upgraded and maintained for

the life of the WEF. The existing roads to be upgraded

will be expanded fo a width of up fo 9m.

|

‘Site access

New roads will be constructed {in areas where there
are no existing roads) with a width of up to 9m to the
IPP substation and laydown areas.

{ V-drains will run on both sides of the road.

| — me gt e
| Export capacity Up to 200 MW

| Proposed technology | Wind turbines
 Number of Tubines Uptod5
Hub height from ground level ' 'LUp fo 140m
Rolor diameter | Up to 200m

| Construction camp/Laydown area WTG component laydown area: up to 4ha
Crane platform and hardstand area: up to 0.8ha per
{urbine which equates to 36ha

Construction/office yard up to 2ha

Width and length of infernal roads “Internal roads width: up to 12m during construction
and up to 9m after rehabilitation.

internal roads length: up to 28km

Legislative Requirements

Refusal of the application

1. The application for Environmental Authorisation is refused for the Mulilo Newcastle Wind Power (Pty) Ltd
200MW Wind Energy Facility (WEF) in the Newcastle Local Municipality in the KwaZulu-Natal Province

as described above.
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Notification of refusal and right to appeal

The applicant must notify every registered interested and affected parly, of the Competent Authority’s

decision, in writing and within 14 {fourteen) calendar days of the date of this record of refusal.

The nolification referred fo must -

3.1 specify the date on which the record of refusal was issued;

3.2 inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in the National
Appeal Regulations, 2014,

33. advise the interested and affected party that a copy of the record of refusal will be furnished on
request; and,

34. give the reasons of the Competent Autharity for the decision.

Date of refusal of the application for Environmental Authorisation: _ C’W

o

Mr Sabelo M C::?
Chief Director.tfitegrated Environmental Authorisations

Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
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Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

1.  Information considered in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Competent Authority took, infer alia, the following into consideration -

a)  The listed activities as applied for in the application form received on 20 September 2022.

b)  The information contained in the ElAr dated April 2023.

¢)  The comments and inputs received from interested and affected parties (I&APs) included in the ElAr dated

April 2023.
d)  The information contained in the specialist studies contained within the appendices of the ElAr dated April

2023 and as appears below:
Tile ' | Prepared by | ' Date ___‘
Agricultural Assessment Dr Andries Gouws December 2022 |
| Aquatic & Welland Ecosystem Impact | Verdant Environmental (Ply) Lid | January 2023 |
Assessment Report |
‘Terrestrial Biodiversity Impact Assessment | CES (Py) Ltd April 2023
| Avifaunal Specialist Assessment Report Arcus Consultancy Services South April 2023
' Africa (Pty) Limited
‘Bat Monitoring & Impact Assessment | Arcus Consultancy Services South | April 2023 '
| Report Africa (Pty) Limited '
?Heﬁta@;{mﬁcl Assessment Report Umlando: Archaeological Surveys | January 2023
and Heritage Management
' Palaeontological Impact Assessment DrAlan Smith ~ [January 2023 |
“Environmental Noise Impact Assessment _!_EARES Enviro Acoustic Research | March 2023 |
" Socio-Economic Impact Assessment | INDEX Social Consulting Services | January 2023
Visual Impact Assessment ) Nuleaf Flanning and Environmental | March 2023 |
(Pty) Lid
“Traffic Impact Assessment | Emonti Consulting Engineers CC | February 2023

e)  The objectives and requirements of relevant legislation, policies and guidelines, including section 2 of the
National Environmental Management Act, 1998 {Act 107 of 1998).
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2.

Key factors considered in making the decision

All information presented to the Competent Authority was taken into account in the Compstent Authority's
consideration of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Competent Authority's view, were of the

most significance is set out below.

a)
b)
c)

d)

The information contained in the application form, and the EIAr dated April 2023,
The information contained in the specialist studies as contained as Appendix E of the ElAr.
The comments received by various 1&APs and the responses thereto as contained in the Comments and

Response Report of the ElAr.
The comments provided by the Chief Direclorate: Integraied Environmental Authorisations on the draft

SR dated 20 October 2022, the acceptance of the SR dated 08 December 2022, and the comments made
on the draft ElAr dated 05 April 2023.

Findings

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Competent Authority made the following

findings -

a)

b)

The EAP failed o submit a final EMPr with the EIAr dated April 2023. A “draft” EMPr was submitted as
part of the EiAr dated April 2023, which implies that the EMPr submitted as part of the ElAr is a preliminary
version of the document and therefore cannot be approved as submitied,

The recommendations made by the specialists in the EIAr dated April 2023 would result in significant

changes fo the layout plan and the draft EMPr and therefore the Competent Authority cannot approve the

layout plan and EMPr e.g.

»  The Terrestrial Biodiversity Impact Assessment Report dated April 2023 {Appendix E3} stipulates
“The following additional turbines occur within these CBA Ieplaceable areas and should be
relocated outside these areas or in currently degraded areas: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 11, 13, 15, 17, 18, 19,
20, 21,22, 23, 24, 25, 29, 30, 32, 35, 44. Turbine 15, 21 and 44 are on the edge of the CBA and it
may be possible to move these turbines out of the CBAs. This can be done during the micrositing.”

> The Aquatic & Wetland Ecosystem impact Assessment Report dated January 2023 (Appendix E2)
stipulates that "09 watercourse crossings are proposed. Several internal road realignments are
recommended.” Several road crossings are recommended to be re-aligned as indicated on Table
30 of the Aquatic & Wetland Ecosysiem Impact Assessment Report,

The cumulative impacts associated with the proposed power line is not assessed in the EIAr dated April

2023. Although the power line application for the WEF does not form part of this application, the
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cumulative impacts of the WEF and the associated infrastructure required for the realisation of said facility
must be assessed in order to determine the actual impacts associated with the WEF.

d)  The amended application form dated 10 July 2023 refers to a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS).
However, the ElAr dated 2023 does not include the BESS.

In view of the above, the Competent Authority is of the following opinion:
i.  The recommendations made by the specialists would resulf in significant changes to the layout plan and

the draft EMPr and therefore the layout plan and draft EMPr cannot be approved.
ii. The EAP failed to assess the cumulative impacts of the WEF adequately as the 132kV power lines
required for the realisation of the WEF were not described and incorporated in the cumulative impact

assessment,

Gonsequently, there is no sufficient, adequate and reliable basis upon which the statutory discretion of the
Competent Authority can be exercised in favour of the applicant and therefore the application for Environmental

Authorisation is refused.

18



