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Report of Community Meeting Preparation Meeting held between Sedibeng District Municipality and the South African Heritage Resources Agency held at the Vaal Technorama on 10th August 2016 11:00am
1) Participants: 
Attended: 
Petrus Maya 


Sedibeng District Municipality

Sipho Khumalo

Sedibeng District Municipality

Sekwatie Mokoena

Sedibeng District Municipality
Neville Felxi 


Sedibeng District Municipality
Tsholofelo Phago

SAHRA

Heidi Weldon


SAHRA
Thingahangwi Tshivhase 
SAHRA

Ngqabutho Madida
           SAHRA

Apologies: 

Khwezi Mpumlwana 
National Heritage Council
2) Purpose of the Meeting: 

A public meeting was held on 22nd July 2016 with the Khulumani Support Group (who represent the survivors and the families of the victims of the Sharpeville Massacre) and the tenants of the police station.  From this meeting it became apparent that further preparation was required for the community meeting.  Therefore, the purpose of this meeting was to discuss and plan the community meeting. 
3) Discussions: 
Presentation

It was agreed that the presentation should: 

a) Give a brief introduction to SAHRA and its role.
b) A brief overview of how the declaration of the site fits into the broader Liberation Heritage Route project. The role of the NHC, PHRA-G, the National Department of Arts and Culture will also be briefly outlined. 
c) A summary of the history of Sharpeville will be given including the relocation from Topville and the impact this had on the mood and resistance to the Pass Law, and how this contributed to the massacre.. 

d) The presentation will address the implications and benefits of the National and World Heritage Declaration. Implications will include the protection of the site, management of the site with clear roles and responsibilities defined and the permits for any alterations including changing of the tombstones. In the public meeting issues of managing and maintaining the graves were expressed. Therefore the implication the declaration may have on this was discussed. The declaration of the graves will enforce responsibility to maintain the graves. SAHRA will usually partner with the local municipality as a management authority on the ground for the general maintenance. 
The benefits of the declarations will be discussed at a precinct level and very broad to avoid the creating of expectations. Focus will be on the protection of the sites and the recognition of the history and that these create opportunities to be used. These will be linked to the overall Sharpeville Development Strategies within the District. 
e) It will be noted in the presentation that there are other sites in Sharpeville that may meet National Significance and that the declaration of the Massacre sites is the beginning and a springboard to the larger picture of future declarations.

Dates: 
It was agreed that two meetings will be held, one with strategic stakeholders and then another with the community.  It was recommended that both meetings should take place on the same day in the interest of saving time. 

In order to ensure feedback at SAHRA’s internal Grading and Declaration Review Committee meeting on the 1st September, the meetings will be held on the 26th August at Sharpeville.  

A draft agenda will be circulated by SAHRA and Sedibeng will brief the Mayor’s office and inform SAHRA of who will be officiating from the Municipality. 

It was agreed that invitations will need to be sent to the strategic stakeholders before the notices are put up for the community meeting.  These will be co-ordinated with Sedibeng. 

4) Conclusion
In conclusion there will be two public meetings on the 26th of August.  The first one at 10:00am will be with the strategic stakeholders and the second at 14:00pm with the community. 
SAHRA will draft an agenda and circulate.
Sedibeng will brief the Mayor’s office and inform SAHRA who from the Municipality will be officiating. 

The meeting will need to be popularised within the municipality and the community.
SAHRA will draft invites and notices for the meeting.
