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Dear Slr/ Madam

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION/ ACTIVITY 1(B); 1(K);
1{0); 7: 12: 15 AND ACTIVITY 2 THE PROPOSED ALLUVIAL DIAMOND MINING
AT ROOIPOORT NATURE RESERVEKIMBERLEY, SOL PLAAITIE MUNICIPALITY,

NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE. :

T prey

By virtue of the powers conferred to me by the National Environmental Management Act,
1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Regulations, 2006, the
Departrment hereby grants authorisation to/for APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
AUTHORISATION/ ACTIVITY 1(B); 1(K); 1(0); 7; 12; 15 AND ACTIVITY 2 THE
PROPOSED ALLUVIAL DIAMONG MINING AT ROOIPOORT NATURE
RESERVE.KIMBERLEY, SOL PLAAJTIE MUNICIPALITY, NORTHERN CAPE
PROVINCE, Schedule of Government Notice No. R.386: Item Activity 1(b); 1(k); 1(0); 7/
12; 15 and activity 2 in GNR 387 a detalled description of the activity is given in the
Enironmental Impact Report dated June 2008, subject to the conditions listed in the
environmental authorisation. The environmental autharisation and reasons for the decision

are attached herewith,

In terms of regulation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006,
you ara Instructed to notify all registered Interested and -affected partles, In writing and
within seven (7) calender days of recelving of this letter, of the Department’s declsion in
respect of your application as well as the provisions regarding the making of appeals that

"

are provided for in the regulations,

~

Parmit No 69/2008




{

Your attention Is drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regulfations which regulates appeal procedures,
Should you / any person affected by this dacision wish to appeal any aspect of the
decision, you or a person affected by this decislon must, /nfer a#ia, lodge a natice of
intention to appeal, as prescribed in regulation 62 of Environmental Impact Assessment
Regulations, 2006, with the Member of the Executive Councll, Ministry of Tourlsm,
Environment and Conservation within 10 days of receiving this letter, by means of one of

the followliing methods:

By facsimile: (053) 832 1026;
By post Private Bag x 6102, Kimbetley, B300 or
By hand: T-Floor, Metlife Towers, Kimberley, 8300.

Should you decide to appeal, you must serve a copy of your notice of intentlon to appeal
on all registered interested and affected partles as well as a notice indicating where, and
for what period, the appeai submission wlll be available for inspection.

Yours faithfully

4&\,»&‘«\%@:

Mr J.1. Mutyorauta |
DIRECTOR: ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

DATE OF DECISIONS: o \‘w\ LB

|

cc:  Instiute of Naotural Resources
P.O. Box 100394
ScoHsville
3209
Fox: 033 3440 895

Permit No 69/2008
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s ElA ~ Environmental Impact Assessment means an environmental plan in relation to
identified or specified activities envisaged in chapter & of the Act and described in
regulation 34 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2006.

» EAP —means an environmental assessment practitioner as defined in the Environmental
Impact Assessment Regulations of 2006,

o Activity — means an activity identified in Government Notice No. R. 386 and No. 387 of
2008 as a listed activity,

o Applicant — means a person who has submitted or intends to submit an application

» Application — means an application for an environmental autherisation in terms of chapter
3 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Reguiations of 2008.

o Basic Assessment - means a process contemplated in regulation 22 of the
Environmental Impact Agsessment of 2006,

« Basic Assessment Report — means a report contemplated in regulation 23 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment of 2008.

o Interested and Affected party ~ means any group of person or organisation interested in
or affected by an activity and :

% Any organ of state that may have jurisdiction over any aspect of the activity.

s Public Participation process — means a process (n which potental Interested and

affacted parties are given an opportunity to comment on, or ralse issues relevant to
- specific matters.

» The Act ~ maans the National Environmental Management Act, 1998(Act No. 107 of
1998)

« WESSA - Wildlife and Environment Society of SA

The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information available to it and subject to compliance
with conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to

undertake the activity specified below.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decislon are set out in Annexure
1.

By virtue of the powers conferred on It by the National Environmental Management Act, 1898 (Act
No. 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006 the Department

hereby authorises -

De Beers Consalidated Mines
with the following contact details —

Ms A Drayer

P.O. Box 616
KIMBERLEY

8300

Tel: 053 839 4248
Fax: 053 839 4250
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to undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as “the activities” )

The proposed alluvial diamond mining at Rooipoort Nature Reserve (Schedule of Government
Notice No. R. 386; Activity 1(B); 1(k); 1(0); 7; 12; 15 and activity 2 in GNR 387, Activity 1.
The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associated structures or

infrastructure, for-

1(b) the above ground storage of 1000 tons or more hut less than 100 000 tons of ore.

1(k) the bulk transportation of sewage and water, including storm water, in pipelines with -
(1) an internal diameter of (0,36 melers or more; or
(i) a peak throughput of 20 litres per second or more;

1(o) the recyciing, re-use, handling, temporary storage or treatment of general waste with a
throughput capacity of 20 cubic metres or more dally average measured over a perlod of 30 days,
but less than 50 tons daily average measured over a perfod of 30 days;

Activity 7, The above ground storage of a dangerous good, including petrol, diesel, liquid
petrofoum gas or paraffin, In containers with a combined capaciy of more than 30 cubic melres
but less than 1000 cubic metres at any one location or site,

Activity 12, The transformation or removel of indigenous vegetation of 3 hectares or more or of
any size where the transformation or removal would oceur within a _critically endangered or an
endangered ecosystem listed in terms of section 52 of the Natonal Environmental Management.

Biodiversily Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004).

Activity 15, The construction of a road that Is wider than 4 metres or that has & reserve wider
than 6 melres, excluding roads that fall within the ambit of another listed activity or which are
access roads less than 30 melres.)

Activity 2, Any development activity, including associated structures and Infrastructure, where a
fotal area of the developed area is, or intended to be, 20 hectaras or more.

at Rooipoort Nature Reserve, Kimberley also known as the farm Zandplaats 102 Portion 5,
Vogelstruispan 98 and 101, Klipfontein 89 and Bergplaats 100 which falls within the jurisdiction of
Sol Plaatjle local municipality of the Frances Baard district municipality, hereafter referred to as

“the property”.

The granting of this environmental authorisation is subject to the conditions set out below.

N
o
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Scope of authorisation:

1. Authorisation of the activity is subject to the conditions contained in this authorisation, which
conditions form part of the environmental autharisation and are binding on the holder of the

authorisation.

2. The holder of the authorisation shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the

conditions by any person acting on his or her behalf, including but not limited to, an agent,
sub-contractor, employee or person rendering a service to the hoider of the authorisation.

'3, The activity(s) which Is authorised may only be carried out at the praperty indicated abovs,
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4, Any changes to, or deviations from, tha project description set out in this authorisation must
be approved, in writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be
effected. In assessing whether to grani such approval or not, the Depariment may request
such information as it deems necessary to evaluate the significance and impacts of such
changes or deviations and it may be necessary for the holder of the authorisation to apply for

further authorisation in terms of the regulations.

5. This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation's responsibility to comply
with any other statutory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of tha activity.

General conditions:

8. A copy of this authorisation must be kept at the property where the activities will be
undertaken. The authorisation must be produced to any authorised official of the Department
who requests to see It and must be made available for inspection by any employee or agent of
the holder of the authorlsation who works or undertakes wark at the property.

7. Where any of the applicant's contact detalls change, including the name of the respaonsible
person, the physical or postal address and/ or telephonic details, the’applicant must notify the
Department as soon as the new detalls become known to the applicant.

8. The holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, in writing and within 24 (TWENTY
FOUR) hours, if condition 16 of this authorisation cannot be or is not adhered to. in all other
cases, the holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, In writing, within 7 (Seven)
days if a condjtion of this authatisation is not adhered to. Any natification in terms of this
condition must be accompanied by reasons for the non-compliance

9. Nan-compliance with a condition of this authorisation may result in criminal prosecution or
other actions provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and the

regulations.

10. This authorization is subject to the approval by the relevant local authorities ie. in terms of
any relevant legislation administered by those local authorities.

11.The activity may not commence without the necessary permitsflicenses/approvals andfor
service agreements, where It Is relevant, from or with the relevant regulatory autharities
whether national, provinclal or local (these include but are not limited to National Department
of Environmental Affairs & Tourism, National Department of Agriculture, Department of
Houging & Local Government, Department of Water Affairs & Forestry, Department of
Minerals and Energy, Department of Transport, Roads & Public Works, Department Arts,
Sports & Culture, South African Heritage Resources Agency, South African Cvii Aviation

Authority). .

12, The activity, Including site preparation, may not commence before the thirty (30) day appea!
period expires or untit such time as the Department has considered any appeals that have

been lodged.

g. One week's written notice must be given to the Department before commencement

with the activity.
b. Such notice shall make clear reference fo the site location details and the

reference number given above.
. The sald notlce must also include proof of compliance with the foliowing conditions

described harein:
i, Conditions: 11 & 23
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13.The applicable conditions of this authorization must form part of all contractors’ and sub-
contractors’ conditions of contract. A performance-based requirement with regard to
environmental impact management must be inciuded in all contracts related to any aspect of

this authorization,

14.The applicant must carry out regular anvironmental audits to astablish compliance with the
conditions of this authorization and contracts.

15.Records relating to the compliance/non-compliance with the conditions of the authorization
and contracts must be kept In good order. Such records must bs made available to the
Department within 7 (seven) days of receipt of a written request by the Dapartment for such

records,

16.Any complaints regarding the said development must be brought to the attention of the
Department within 24 hours after receiving the complaint. A complaints reglster must be kept

up to date far inspection by the Department.

17.Officials In the employ of the Department shall be given access to the property as described
above (see datalled description of the activity) for the purposes of assessing and/or monitoring
compliance with the conditions contained (n this Record of Decision. Where the activity is
located on a third party's property the applicant shall be responsible to arrange access for

departmental officiais.

18. This Department may add to, change and/or amsnd any of the conditions in this authorization
If, In the oplnion of the Depariment, the addition, change of amendment ls enviranmentally
justifisd. In event that such impacts exceed its significance as predicted in the indapendant
consultant's environmental scoping report and supporting documentation, the authorization
may be withdrawn after proper procedures were followed.

19.In the event of any dispute concerning the significance of a particular impact, the opinion of
this department in respect of its significance will prevalil.

20.This Department and any natlonal department, provinclal depariment, focal authorities or
committees appointed In terms of the conditions of this application or any other public
authority or organization shall not be held responsible for any damage of losses suffered by
the applicant or his successor In title in any instance where construction or operation
subsequent to construction be temporarily or permanently stopped for reasons of non-
compliance by the applicant with the conditions of approval as set out in this document or any
other subsequent document emanating from these conditions of approval.

21, The applicant shall be responsible for all costs nedess,ary to comply with the above conditions
unless otherwise specified.

22.The applicant must apply the principle of best practicable environmental option for all
teghnologies used/ implemented during construction.

Appeal of authorisatlon:

93 The halder of the authorisation must notify every registered interested and affected party, in
writing and within 7 (SEVEN) calendar days, of recelving notice of the Department's decision

to authorise the activity.
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24, The nofification referred to in 24 must -
v specify the date on which the authorisation was issued,
+ inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedurs provided for in
Chapter 8 of the regulations; and
« advise the interested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation and reasons
for the decision will be furnished on request.

26, If the applicant should appeal against this record of decision, he/she must inform all interested
and affected persons that such an appeal is being lodged with the MEC and if requested, the
applicant/appellant must provide those persons with reasonable access ta a full copy of the
appeal within a reasonable time before expiry of the thirty day appeal period,

Management of activity:

26.The Environmental Managesment Plan (‘EMP”) submitted as part of the application for
anvirornmental authorisation must be implemented.

Monitoring:

27.0flclals in the employ of the Department shall be given access to the property as described
above for the purposes of assessing and/or monitoring compliance with the conditions
contained in this Record of Decision. Where the activity is located on a third party's property
the applicant shall be responsible to arrange access for departmental officials,

28.The developer must appoint an Environmental Control Officer (ECO) to manitor the
contractors’ compllance with the EMP during construction phase. The ECO must ensure that
the management goals of the EMP are included into the contract documents and that the

gontractor understands, :

29. A copy of this Authorlzation and an EMP must always be avallable on slte sc as to monitor
compliance with the conditions outlined in both the documents (ROD and EMP), Both copies
of an EMP and ROD must be used as on-site reference documents during all phases of this

development.
Recording and Reporting to the Department:

30. Where any of the applicant's contact details change, including the name of the responsible
person, the physical or postal address and/ or telephonic details, the applicant must notify the
Department as soon as the new detalls bacome known to the applicant.

31.1n all other cases, the holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, in writing, within
7 days if a condition of this authorisation Is not adhered to. Any notification in terms of this
condition must be accompanied by reasons for the non-compliance.

2. Records relating to the compliance/non-compliance with the conditions of the authorization
and contracts must be kept In good order. Such records must be made available to the
Department within 7 (seven) days of receipt of a written regquest by the Department for such

records.

33.Any complaints regarding the said development must be brought to the attention of the
Dapartment within 24 hours after recelving the complaint. A complaints register must be kept

up to date for inspection by the Department.

NC/FR/KIM7/33/2007 Page 6 of 11



PN

P

Commissioning of the activity:

34, Should protected trees be destructed, relocated and/or disturbed, permits must be obtained
from Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF) and Department of Tourism,
Environment and Conservation (DTEC).

35. Any complaint from the public during the construction and operatlon of this projact must be
attended to by the holdsr of this authorization as soon as possible to the satisfaction of parties
concerned,

36.No mining should take placs in the riparian woodlands or floodplains and all pans should have
a dedicated buffer zone around them.

37, Specific area must be demarcated for fueling and workshop services. And such area must be
banded to reduce the possibility of soil and water contamination.

38. No effluent Is to be released Into the river without prior consultation and approval by the
Department of Water Affairs & Forestry (DWAF).

30. Should waste water be released into the river, it must be filtered or pretreated prior 1o release.

40.The faclity must apply for the necassary permits from {he Department of Water Affalrs and
Forestry on the televant and applicable forms available at thair offices before commencement
of the activity. .

41.Pallution of ground or surface water must be reported immediately to DWAF within 48 hours of
oocurrence of the incident. :

42.Ths authorized activity, including site preparation shall not commence before the statutory 30
days of an appeal period has expired.

43.The safety of the participants must be ensured by having regular safety inspections and
ensuring participants are equipped with necessary safety equipments.

44, Open fire is strictly prohibited on site.

45. All thraatensd: or endemic species should be relocated to either the offset areals or areas of
similar blodiversity which will not be disturbed,

46, Should any archeclogical artifacts and graves be found on site, the operation must be
suspended and gonstruction should only continue after consultation with South African
Heritage Resources Agency (BAHRA),

47.Test pits (In case human remains are disturbed Intentlonally) must be undertaken to develop
the extent of tha grave sites located.

48, Untreated sewage must not be discharged directly into the natural environment.

40. Chemical toiists must be available for workers on site during construction phase only, i.e.
sewage waste must be disposed of at the Municipal sewage plant on 2 regular basis, No *long
drop” toilets will be allowed.

50.Movement of construction vehicles must be avolded in sensitive areas.

51, Al invader species must be controlled and control should be linked on categorization of the
invader spacies,

52.1t is the applicant's responsibility to give hisfher contractors and empioyees proper
environmental training and Induction.

53.1t is the holder of this authorization's responsibility to ensure that an ongoing management and
monitoring of the impacts of the activity on the Environment throughout the life cycle of the
activity is put into practice.

64. Storm water drainage must be designed in a way that soil erosion is minimized. Erosion,
during construction, operation and decommissioning phases, resulting from the project must
be avoided.

55, The development must comply with the Municipal by-laws.

56,Seven (7) days wriiten notice must be given to the Department that the activity will
commence. Commencemant for the purposes of this condition includes site preparation. The
notice must include a date on which it is anticipated that the activity will commence.
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57 In terms af the National Environmental Management Act No. 107 of 1998, section 28 and 30,
and the National Water Act No. 36 of 1998, section 19 and 20, any cosis incurred to remedy
environmental damage must be borne by the person responsible for the damage. It is
therefore imperative that the Applicant reads through and understands the legislative
requirements pertaining to the praject. It is the Applicant’s rasponsibility to take reasanable
measuras which include informing and educating coniractors and employees about
environmental rlsks of their work and training them to operats in an environmentally

acceptable manner.

Operation of the activity:

58. All forms of pollution must be prevented, or where it cannot, shouid be minimized or remedled.

59, Contaminated soll must be removed for bioremediation or disposed of at a recognized facility
for the substance concerned. And the disturbed land must be rehabliitated and seeded with
vegetation seed naturally occurring on the site.

80.The contractor must ensure that drip trays are slways available to collect any fluid that may
result from accidental spillage, overflow and/or servicing. All equipments that leak must be
repaired immediately and/or removed from site when necessary. Servicing of equipments
should not be allowed on site. -

61.Apprapriate signage should be placed to caution employees and contractors not to attempt to
anter certain structures without being authorized. '

62. Lighting technology that provide sufficient light where required while praventing light spillage
elsewhere must be available, and must be incorporated in the lighting of entrances, reads and
squares where required, Spotlight and lighting of areas outside the mining boundarles must be
avoided.

3. Relevant Occupational Health and Safety Standards should be obsarved at all times.

64.Fire breaks must be established around the offset area/s and the mining area fo prevent
uncontrolied burning and destruction of the habitats.

65. General waste must be collected in drums containers or plastic bags disposed of weekiy at a
permitted Municipal landfill site. Recyclable waste must be recovered for recycling purpose.
NB: No temporary dumping of waste is allowed on site. Precautionary measures should be
taken to prevent refuse from spreading from or on the site.

Site Closure and Decommissioning:

86. The site must be rehabilitated to its natural state (same or similar to that of the surrounding
area) In case of decommissioning or closure of the project.

67.Upon closure of the mine:
(a) Grass species for rehabilitation should comprise of an endemic seed mix,
(b) Investigation of the final pit lakes on the groundwater levels should be undertaken and the
potential impact on the final post-closure hydro-geclogical regime should be quantified.

84. No allen or invasive species can be introduced on the site.

Non-compliance

65.In the event of non-compliance by employees and contractors during the construction,
operation and dacommissloning phases of the project, the appiicant will be held liable.

6. The applicant shall be responsible for all the costs necessary to comply with the above
conditions unless ctherwise stated.

87. Provincial Government, Local Authority or committees appointed in terms of the application or
any other public authority or organization shail not be held respensible for any damages or
losses suffered by the developer or his/her successor in title in any instance where
construction or oparation subsequent to construction are to be temporarily or parmanently
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stopped for reasons of non-compliance by the developer with conditions of approval as set out
in the document or any other subsequent document emanating from this approval.

8 2T,
S
AT s T
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This activity(s) must commence within & period of three {3) years from the dale of issue. If
commencement of the activity does not occur within that period, the authorisation lapses and a
new application for enviranmental authorisation must be madea in arder for the activity to be

undertaken,

In terms of Chapter 7 of Environmentai Impact Assessment Regulations, 2008, if the applicant or a
person affected by this Decislon wishes to appesal this decision, a notice of intention to appeal must
be lodged within ten (10) days of being notified of the decision, and an appeal must be lodged

within thirty (30) days of lodging of the notice to appeal to;
The Member of the Executive Council
Ministry of Tourlsm, Environment & Conservatlon
Private Bag X6102
Kimberlay

8300
Fax: (053) 8321032

Appeals must comply with the provislons of Chapter 7 of Environmental Impact Assessment
Regulations, 2006 Government Notice No. R. 386 of 21 April 2008,

MR. J.J. MUTYORAUTA | |

DIRECTOR: ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT

DATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION: T@\ w‘\ }Oﬂg )
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Background

The applicant, De Beers Consolidated mines Ltd, applied for authorisation to carry on the
following acfivity —

The proposed alluvial diamond mining at Rooipoort Nature Reserve.

The applicant appointed Institute of Natural Resources (Mr. David Cox) to undertake an
anvironmental impact assessmeant process.

a) The Scoping process was followed.
by Proof of public participation was submitted together with the scoping report and received

by the Dapartment by Qctober 2007,
¢) Environmental Impact Reporl and the specialist's stucdies were recelved by the

Department on the 27" June 2008,
Information considered In making the decision
in reaching its decision, the Department took, infer alia, the following into considaration .

a) The Information contalned In the Scoping Report and the EIR submitted by Mr. David Cox
(Institute of Natural Resources) and reviewed by Ms. H Muhanganei.

b) The objectives and requirements of relevant leglsiation, policies and guidelines, including
section 2 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act Na. 107 of 1898),
National Heritage Resources Act, 1983 (Act No, 25 of 1999}, National Water Act, 1 898 (Act

No.38 of 1998); and
¢} The findings of the site visit undertaken by Mr S Dywili, N Malise (DWAF), M.J Sinthumuie
{Sports, Arts and Culture), Mr David Cox{Censultant) and Mr R Molusi on the 12

September 2008.
Key factors considered in making the decision

All Information presented to the Depariment was taken into account in the Department’s
consideration of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department's view,

were of the most significance is set out below,

a) The legal and procedural requirements have been complied with and the information
contained in the Scoping Repert and the EIR is to the satisfaction of this Department.
b) The comments sent by WESSA, Department of Agriculture, Department of Water Affairs &

Forestry and SAHRA, .
Findings

After conslderation of the information and factors listed above, the Department made the
following findings - ‘

a) The Environmental Impact Report findings, given the nature of the project and the selected
site and study area, concludes that the potential impacis associated with the proposed
development can be reduced by the Introduction of appropriate mitigation measures.
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by The legal and procedural requirements have been complied with and the information
contained In the Scoping Repart, Environmental Impact Report and Environmental
Management Plan is to the satisfaction of the Depariment.

¢) Section 24 of the Constitution of South Africa Act No. 108 of 1996 and Section 2 of the
National Environmental Management Act No. 107 of 1988 were considered.

d) The project may have a positive socio-economic impact such as improvement of
neighborhaod amenities.

in view of the above, the Department ls satisfied that, subject to compliance with the
conditions contained In the environmental authorisation, the proposed activity will not conflict
with the general objectives of integrated environmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of
the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and that any potentially detrimental
environmental impacts resulting from the proposed activity can be mitigated to acceptable
javels. The application is accordingly granted.
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