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Savannah Public Process

From: John Geeringh <GeerinJH@eskom.co.za>

Sent: Friday, 12 November 2021 14:04

To: Savannah Public Process

Subject: RE: [CAUTION:EXTERNAL EMAIL] - SE2662: RICHARDS BAY GAS-TO-POWER 3 2000MW

Background Information Document and Notification of Availability of Scoping Report

Attachments: Eskom requirements for work in or near Eskom servitudes.doc

Please send me KMZ files of the development area and proposed grid connection. Please find attached Eskom general
requirements for works at or near Eskom infrastructure and servitudes.

Kind regards

John Geeringh (Pr Sci Nat) Reg. EAP (EAPASA)
Senior Consultant Environmental Management
Grid Planning: Land and Rights
Eskom Transmission Division
Megawatt Park, D1Y42, Maxwell Drive, Sunninghill, Sandton.
P O Box 1091, Johannesburg, 2000.
Tel: 011 516 7233
Cell: 083 632 7663
Fax: 086 661 4064
E-mail: john.geeringh@eskom.co.za

From: Savannah Environmental Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Sent: Friday, 12 November 2021 13:59
To: John Geeringh <GeerinJH@eskom.co.za>
Subject: [CAUTION:EXTERNAL EMAIL] - SE2662: RICHARDS BAY GAS-TO-POWER 3 2000MW Background Information
Document and Notification of Availability of Scoping Report

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE RICHARDS BAY GAS-TO-POWER 3 2000MW COMBINED CYCLE POWER PLANT,
RICHARDS BAY IDZ ZONE 1F, RICHARDS BAY, KWAZULU-NATAL PROVINCE

(DEFF Reference No.: To be Issued)

Dear Stakeholder and Interested & Affected Party,

Phakwe Richards Bay Gas Power 3 (Pty) Ltd (PRBGP3) proposes the development of a combined cycle (CC) gas to power
plant, with a capacity of up to 2 000MW, on various erven within the Richards Bay IDZ Phase 1F, Richards Bay. The
proposed project is to be known as the Phakwe Richards Bay Gas Power 3 CCPP. The project site is located
approximately 5km north-east of Richards Bay and 1km north of the suburb of Alton, within the jurisdiction of the City
of uMhlathuze Local Municipality and the King Cetshwayo District Municipality, KwaZulu-Natal Province. The power
plant will operate at mid-merit to baseload duty.

Savannah Environmental has been appointed as the independent environmental consultant to undertake the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the project to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts
associated with the projects and recommend appropriate mitigation measures in the Environmental Management
Programme (EMPr). A Scoping & EIA and public participation process will be conducted for the application.



2

Please find attached for your perusal the following:
• Background Information Document
• Registration and Comment Form
• Notification letter informing you of the availability of the Scoping Report for your review and comments.

The Scoping Report is available for downloading from our website CLICK HERE.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any additional information and/or clarification regarding these
projects. Our team welcomes your participation and look forward to your involvement throughout the Environmental
Impact Assessment Process.

Kind regards,
Unsubscribe this type of email

Nicolene Venter
Public Process

t: 011 656 3237

f: 086 684 0547

e: publicprocess@savannahsa.com
c: +27 (0) 60 978 8396

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant on Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

NB: This Email and its contents are subject to the Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd EMAIL LEGAL NOTICE which can be viewed at
http://www.eskom.co.za/Pages/Email_Legal_Spam_Disclaimer.aspx



TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Eskom requirements for work in or near Eskom servitudes.

1. Eskom’s rights and services must be acknowledged and respected at all
times.

2. Eskom shall at all times retain unobstructed access to and egress from its
servitudes.

3. Eskom’s consent does not relieve the developer from obtaining the necessary
statutory, land owner or municipal approvals.

4. Any cost incurred by Eskom as a result of non-compliance to any relevant
environmental legislation will be charged to the developer.

5. If Eskom has to incur any expenditure in order to comply with statutory
clearances or other regulations as a result of the developer’s activities or
because of the presence of his equipment or installation within the servitude
restriction area, the developer shall pay such costs to Eskom on demand.

6. The use of explosives of any type within 500 metres of Eskom’s services shall
only occur with Eskom’s previous written permission. If such permission is
granted the developer must give at least fourteen working days prior notice of
the commencement of blasting. This allows time for arrangements to be made
for supervision and/or precautionary instructions to be issued in terms of the
blasting process. It is advisable to make application separately in this regard.

7. Changes in ground level may not infringe statutory ground to conductor
clearances or statutory visibility clearances. After any changes in ground
level, the surface shall be rehabilitated and stabilised so as to prevent
erosion. The measures taken shall be to Eskom’s satisfaction.

8. Eskom shall not be liable for the death of or injury to any person or for the loss
of or damage to any property whether as a result of the encroachment or of
the use of the servitude area by the developer, his/her agent, contractors,
employees, successors in title, and assignees. The developer indemnifies
Eskom against loss, claims or damages including claims pertaining to
consequential damages by third parties and whether as a result of damage to
or interruption of or interference with Eskom’s services or apparatus or
otherwise. Eskom will not be held responsible for damage to the developer’s
equipment.

9. No mechanical equipment, including mechanical excavators or high lifting
machinery, shall be used in the vicinity of Eskom’s apparatus and/or services,
without prior written permission having been granted by Eskom. If such
permission is granted the developer must give at least seven working days’
notice prior to the commencement of work. This allows time for arrangements
to be made for supervision and/or precautionary instructions to be issued by
the relevant Eskom Manager



Note: Where and electrical outage is required, at least fourteen work days are
required to arrange it.

10. Eskom’s rights and duties in the servitude shall be accepted as having prior
right at all times and shall not be obstructed or interfered with.

11. Under no circumstances shall rubble, earth or other material be dumped
within the servitude restriction area. The developer shall maintain the area
concerned to Eskom’s satisfaction. The developer shall be liable to Eskom for
the cost of any remedial action which has to be carried out by Eskom.

12. The clearances between Eskom’s live electrical equipment and the proposed
construction work shall be observed as stipulated by Regulation 15 of the
Electrical Machinery Regulations of the Occupational Health and Safety Act,
1993 (Act 85 of 1993).

13. Equipment shall be regarded electrically live and therefore dangerous at all
times.

14. In spite of the restrictions stipulated by Regulation 15 of the Electrical
Machinery Regulations of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act
85 of 1993), as an additional safety precaution, Eskom will not approve the
erection of houses, or structures occupied or frequented by human beings,
under the power lines or within the servitude restriction area.

15. Eskom may stipulate any additional requirements to highlight any possible
exposure to Customers or Public to coming into contact or be exposed to any
dangers of Eskom plant.

16. It is required of the developer to familiarise himself with all safety hazards
related to Electrical plant.

17. Any third party servitudes encroaching on Eskom servitudes shall be
registered against Eskom’s title deed at the developer’s own cost. If such a
servitude is brought into being, its existence should be endorsed on the
Eskom servitude deed concerned, while the third party’s servitude deed must
also include the rights of the affected Eskom servitude.

John Geeringh (Pr Sci Nat)(EAPASA)
Senior Consultant Environmental Management
Eskom Transmission Division: Land & Rights
Megawatt Park, D1Y42, Maxwell Drive, Sunninghill, Sandton.
P O Box 1091, Johannesburg, 2000.
Tel: 011 516 7233
Cell: 083 632 7663
Fax: 086 661 4064
E-mail: john.geeringh@eskom.co.za











 
Private Bag X 447∙ PRETORIA  0001∙ Environment House  473 Steve Biko Road, Arcadia,∙ PRETORIA 

 
DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2117 

Enquiries: Ms Matlhodi Mogorosi 
Telephone: (012) 399 9388 E-mail: MMogorosi@dffe.gov.za 

 
Mr Gideon Raath 
Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd 
PO Box 148 
SUNNINGHILL 

2157 

 
Telephone Number: (011) 656 3237 
Email Address:  gideon@savannahsa.com  
 
PER MAIL / E-MAIL 
 
Dear Mr Raath 
 
COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED PHAKWE RICHARDS BAY GAS 
POWER 3 COMBINED CYCLE POWER PLANT (CCPP) AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE WITHIN 
THE RICHARDS BAY IDZ PHASE 1F, RICHARDS BAY, CITY OF UMHLATHUZE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, 
KWAZULU-NATAL PROVINCE 
 
The Application for Environmental Authorisation and Draft Scoping Report (SR) dated November 2021 and 
received by the Department on 12 November 2021, refer. 
 
This letter serves to inform you that the following information must be included to the Final Scoping Report: 
 
(a) Listed Activities 

(i) Please ensure that all relevant listed activities are applied for, are specific and can be linked to the 
development activity or infrastructure (including thresholds) as described in the project description. Only 
activities (and sub-activities) applicable to the development must be applied for and assessed. When 
including activities in the application form and Scoping Report, take note of the word OR in between the 
activities (sub-activities). Furthermore, kindly ensure that the latest listed activities, as amended in 2021, 
are applied for.  

(ii) The project description must be expanded to include thresholds, footprints and capacities of the 
associated infrastructure, particularly those that trigger a listed activity. 

(iii) It is imperative that the relevant authorities are continuously involved throughout the environmental 
impact assessment process, as the development property falls within geographically designated areas 
in terms of Listing Notice 3 Activities. Written comments must be obtained from the relevant authorities 
(or proof of consultation if no comments were received) and submitted to this Department. In addition, a 
graphical representation of the proposed development within the respective geographical areas must be 
provided. 

(iv) If the activities applied for in the application form differ from those mentioned in the final SR, an 
amended application form must be submitted. Please note that the Department’s application form 
template has been amended and can be downloaded from the following link 
https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms. 

mailto:gideon@savannahsa.com
https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms
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Comments on the draft scoping report for the proposed Phakwe Richards Bay Gas Power 3 Combined Cycle Power Plant (CCPP) and associated 
infrastructure within the Richards Bay IDZ Phase 1F, Richards Bay, City of uMhlathuze Municipality, KwaZulu-Natal Province 

 
(b) Layout & Sensitivity Maps 

(i) Please provide a layout map which indicates the following: 
➢  Positions of the proposed facility as well as all associated infrastructure; 
➢  Permanent and temporary laydown area footprints;  
➢  All supporting onsite infrastructure e.g. roads (existing and proposed); and 
➢  All existing infrastructure on the site. 

(ii) The above map must be overlain with a sensitivity map which indicates the following: 
➢  The location of sensitive environmental features on site e.g. CBAs, NPEAS focus areas, heritage 

sites, wetlands, drainage lines etc. that will be affected; 
➢  Buffer areas; and, 
➢  All “no-go” areas. 

(iii) Provide a map of the Richards Bay Gas Power 3 CCPP facility in relation to the existing electrical grid 
and gas pipeline infrastructure (the potential connection points and distances), to support the feasibility 
of the facility. 

(iv) A cumulative map showing the development in relation to similar neighbouring industrial/energy 
developments and air pollutant emitters must also be provided. 
Google maps will not be accepted. 

 
(c) Alternatives 

(i) Design and layout alternatives must also be considered under the alternatives section of the SR. 
 

(d) Public Participation Process 
(i) Please ensure that all issues raised and comments received during the circulation of the SR from 

registered I&APs and organs of state which have jurisdiction in respect of the proposed activity are 
adequately addressed in the Final SR.  

(ii) Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders must be included in the Final SR. Should you be 
unable to obtain comments, proof must be submitted to the Department of the attempts that were made 
to obtain comments.  

(iii) The final SR must provide evidence that all identified and relevant competent authorities have been 
given an opportunity to comment on the proposed development and SR, particularly, this Department’s 
Climate Change; Air Quality, Biodiversity Conservation; and Protected Areas Directorates, the KwaZulu-
Natal Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs, the relevant 
Atmospheric Emissions Licence (AEL) Authority, the Department of Agriculture, Rural Development and 
Land Reform; Department of Water and Sanitation, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, AMAFA, SAHRA, SANRAL 
and the District and Local Municipalities. 

(iv) The Public Participation Process must be conducted in terms of the approved public participation plan 
and Regulation 39, 40 41, 42, 43 & 44 of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended. 

(v) Proof of the newspaper advertisement must be included in the final SR. 
(vi) A comments and response trail report (C&R) must be submitted with the final SR. The C&R report must 

incorporate all comments received (pre and post submission of draft SR) for this development. The C&R 
report must be a separate document from the main report and the format must be in the table format 
which reflects the details of the I&APs and date of comments received, actual comments received, and 
response provided. Please ensure that comments made by I&APs are comprehensively captured (copy 
verbatim if required) and responded to clearly and fully. Please note that a response such as “Noted” is 
not regarded as an adequate response to I&AP’s comments. 
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Comments on the draft scoping report for the proposed Phakwe Richards Bay Gas Power 3 Combined Cycle Power Plant (CCPP) and associated 
infrastructure within the Richards Bay IDZ Phase 1F, Richards Bay, City of uMhlathuze Municipality, KwaZulu-Natal Province 

(e) Specialist Assessments 
(i) Specialist studies to be conducted must provide a detailed description of their methodology, as well as 

indicate the locations and descriptions of the development footprint, and all other associated 
infrastructures that they have assessed and are recommending for authorisations. 

(ii) The specialist studies must also provide a detailed description of all limitations to their studies. All 
specialist studies must be conducted in the right season and providing that as a limitation, will not be 
accepted. 

(iii) Please note that the Department considers a ‘no-go’ area, as an area where no development of any 
infrastructure is allowed; therefore, no development of associated infrastructure including access roads 
is allowed in the ‘no-go’ areas.  

(iv) Should the specialist definition of ‘no-go’ area differ from the Department’s definition; this must be 
clearly indicated. The specialist must also indicate the ‘no-go’ area’s buffer if applicable.  

(v) All specialist studies must be final, and provide detailed/practical mitigation measures for the 
preferred alternative and recommendations, and must not recommend further studies to be 
completed post EA.  

(vi) Should the appointed specialists specify contradicting recommendations, the EAP must clearly indicate 
the most reasonable recommendation and substantiate this with defendable reasons; and were 
necessary, include further expertise advice. 

(vii) It is further brought to your attention that Procedures for the Assessment and Minimum Criteria for 
Reporting on identified Environmental Themes in terms of Sections 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the 
National Environmental Management Act, 1998, when applying for Environmental Authorisation, which 
were promulgated in Government Notice No. 320 of 20 March 2020 (i.e. “the Protocols”), and in 
Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020 (i.e. protocols for terrestrial plant and animal species), 
have come into effect. Please note that specialist assessments must be conducted in accordance 
with these protocols. Please indicate whether the protocols were applied. 

(viii) Please note that the protocols require certain specialist’s to be SACNASP registered. As such, the 
Specialist Declaration of Interest forms must also indicate the scientific organisation registration/member 
number and status of registration/membership for each specialist. 

(ix) Please include a table in the report, summarising the specialist studies required by the Department’s 
Screening Tool, a column indicating whether these studies were conducted or not, and a column with 
motivation for any studies not conducted. Not all of the studies identified by the screening tool have 
been included in Table 7.4 of the final SR (e.g., the Geotechnical Assessment, Hydrological 
Assessment, Air Quality Impact Assessment and Ambient Air Quality Impact Assessment). 

(x) Please note that if any of the specialists’ studies and requirements/protocols recommended in the 
Department’s Screening Tool are not commissioned, motivation for such must be provided in the report, 
inclusive of the necessary site sensitivity verification reports and specialist compliance statements.  

(xi) The terms of reference for the Climate Change Impact Assessment must assess the impacts of the 
development on climate change and vice versa, and accordingly must consider both mitigation and 
adaptation measures to climate change. 

(xii) It is noted that a number of sensitive receptors occur within 3km of the proposed gas power plant. As 
such, please ensure that the major hazard risks of the facility are also assessed. 

 
(f) Cumulative Assessment 

(i) Should there be any other similar Gas to Power plants proposed within a 30km radius of the proposed 
development site, the cumulative impact assessment for all identified and assessed impacts must be 
refined to indicate the following: 
➢ Identified cumulative impacts must be clearly defined, and where possible the size of the identified 

impact must be quantified and indicated, i.e., hectares of cumulatively transformed land.  
➢ Detailed process flow and proof must be provided, to indicate how the specialist’s 

recommendations, mitigation measures and conclusions from the various similar developments in 
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Comments on the draft scoping report for the proposed Phakwe Richards Bay Gas Power 3 Combined Cycle Power Plant (CCPP) and associated 
infrastructure within the Richards Bay IDZ Phase 1F, Richards Bay, City of uMhlathuze Municipality, KwaZulu-Natal Province 

the area were taken into consideration in the assessment of cumulative impacts and when the 
conclusion and mitigation measures were drafted for this project. 

➢ The cumulative impacts significance rating must also inform the need and desirability of the 
proposed development. 

➢ A cumulative impact environmental statement on whether the proposed development must 
proceed. 

 
(g) Specific comments 

(i) The EAP must provide details of what the proposed facility will entail, including the associated 
infrastructure. 

(ii) The EAP must provide details of the specific locations in the final SR, and not provide vague locations of 
the proposed developments. All associated infrastructure must be clearly indicated in the final SR and 
its associated layout plans. 

(iii) Please provide evidence that the application for an air emissions licence has been submitted to the 
relevant AEL authority and that consultation with that authority has taken place, since the AEL process 
is to be run parallel to the EIA process. The AEL authority must have been given the opportunity to 
comment on the SR, including the terms of reference for the Air Quality Impact Assessment. 

(iv) Please provide an indication of what activities have already been authorised on the proposed Richards 
Bay Gas Power 3 CCPP site in terms of the Environmental Authorisation (EA) for the IDZ Phase 1F 
dated 27 September 2016 (DFFE Ref No.: 14/12/16/3/3/2/665), versus those being applied for in this 
application. Please confirm that the EA is still valid. 

(v) Please ensure that landowner consent is provided with the final SR. 
(vi) Ensure that the final SR includes confirmation of the availability of services from the relevant authorities. 
(vii) Under the legislation and policy section of the SR, which discusses the National Environmental 

Management: Waste Act No 59 of 2008, please indicate whether the proposed development will require 
a Waste Management Licence. 

(viii) It is noted that the electrical grid infrastructure and gas pipeline for the facility are to be applied for 
separately. These components should ideally be assessed holistically together with the gas power plant. 
The gas power plant, if approved, would therefore not be allowed to commence, without these other 
authorisations also being in place. The applicant is advised to take this into consideration in the 
planning and timing of the project. 

 
General 
 
You are further reminded to comply with Regulation 21(1) of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014, as amended, 
which states that:  
 
“If S&EIR must be applied to an application, the applicant must, within 44 days of receipt of the application by 
the competent authority, submit to the competent authority a scoping report which has been subjected to a 
public participation process of at least 30 days and which reflects the incorporation of comments received, 
including any comments of the competent authority” 
 
You are are further reminded that the final SR to be submitted to this Department must comply with all the 
requirements in terms of the scope of assessment and content of Scoping reports in accordance with 
Appendix 2 and Regulation 21(1) of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended. 
 
Further note that in terms of Regulation 45 of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended, this application will 
lapse if the applicant fails to meet any of the timeframes prescribed in terms of these Regulations, unless an 
extension has been granted in terms of Regulation 3(7). 
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You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act,  
Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation 
being granted by the Department. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Sabelo Malaza 
Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
Letter signed by: Ms Fiona Grimett 
Designation: Deputy Director (Acting): National Infrastructure Projects 
Date:  
 

cc: J Tenyane Richards Bay Gas Power 3 (Pty) Ltd Email: thabiso@phakwegroup.co.za 

 

10/12/2021
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Savannah Public Process

From: Percy Langa <Percy.Langa@rbidz.co.za>

Sent: Friday, 12 November 2021 09:42

To: Savannah Public Process

Cc: Sethabile Gcume

Subject: FW: Phakhwe RBGP3 EIA Notice

Hi Nicolene,

I hope that you are well.

I noted the notice below in yesterday’s Zululand Observer. Will this application replace the existing EIA
approval for RGTP 2 (400 MW)? If not, is the plan to integrate the two power plants? See map below.
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What is the proposed public consultations dates? This EIA will need to be presented to our Environmental
Review Committee.

Regards,
Percy

From: Percy Langa [mailto:percylanga@icloud.com]
Sent: Friday, 12 November 2021 08:44
To: Percy Langa <Percy.Langa@rbidz.co.za>
Subject: Phakhwr RBGP3 EIA Notice
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Savannah Public Process

From: Michelle Koyama <mkoyama@cer.org.za>

Sent: Monday, 06 December 2021 13:24

To: Savannah Public Process

Subject: RE: SE2662: PHAKWE RICHARDS BAY GAS-TO-POWER 3 2000MW: Scoping Report

review and comment period ending soon

Dear Savannah

We note that the document for public participation is password protected. This is not in line with public participation
process, where documents should be widely accessible and examined by the public without any hinderance.

Please remove the password protection so that the public can have access to the documents.

Kind regards

Michelle Koyama
Attorney
Centre for Environmental Rights NPC
A non-profit company with registration number 2009/020736/08
PBO No. 930032226, NPO No. 075-863, VAT No. 4770260653
and a Law Clinic registered with the Law Society of the Cape of Good Hope and the Law Society of the Northern Provinces
2nd Floor, Springtime Studios, 1 Scott Road, Observatory 7925, Cape Town, South Africa
Tel 021 447 1647
mkoyama@cer.org.za www.cer.org.za
www.facebook.com/CentreEnvironmentalRights www.twitter.com/CentreEnvRights

Report violations of environmental rights to the 24-hour Environmental Crimes & Incidents Hotline on 0800 205 005. More reports
of environmental violations assist in justifying more investment in more inspectors, and more enforcement of environmental laws.
Numbers matter! Take the time to report violations, even if you have done so elsewhere. For more information about this CER
campaign, visit http://cer.org.za/news/numbers-matter-join-us-in-reporting-violations-of-environmental-rights.
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From: Savannah Environmental Public Process [mailto:publicprocess@savannahsa.com]
Sent: 06 December 2021 13:16
To: Michelle Koyama <mkoyama@cer.org.za>
Subject: SE2662: PHAKWE RICHARDS BAY GAS-TO-POWER 3 2000MW: Scoping Report review and comment period
ending soon

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE PHAKWE RICHARDS BAY GAS-TO-POWER 3 2000MW COMBINED CYCLE
POWER PLANT, RICHARDS BAY IDZ ZONE 1F, RICHARDS BAY, KWAZULU-NATAL PROVINCE

(DEFF Reference No.: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2117)

Dear Stakeholder and Interested & Affected Party,

With reference to the attached notification letter sent on Friday, 12 November 2021, this e-mail serves to
inform you that the review and comment period for the Scoping Report is ending on Monday, 13 December
2021.

As you may recall, the review and comment period for the Scoping Report commenced on Friday, 12
November 2021.
The Scoping Report is available on our website click here

Thank you to those Stakeholders and Interested and Affected Parties who submitted their written comments
and those who had not yet to please do so before on Monday, 13 December 2021.

Kind regards,
Unsubscribe this type of email

Nicolene Venter
Public Process

t: 011 656 3237

f: 086 684 0547

e: publicprocess@savannahsa.com
c: +27 (0) 60 978 8396

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant on Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015
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Merebank Civic Committee 
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SDCEA Members SDCEA Members 
Silverglen Civic Association 
Wentworth Development Forum 
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Christ the King Church 
Ubunye Bama Hostela 
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Merebank Ratepayers Association 

Earthlife Africa- Durban 
Clairwood Ratepayers Association 

Umkomaas Anti-Pollution Watchdogs 
Isipingo Environmental Committee 

Athlone Park Residence Association 
Airport Farmers Association 

KZN Subsistence Fishermen Forum 
Poor Flat Dwellers Association 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

13 December 2021 
Nicolene Venter 

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd  

P.O. Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157 

Tel No: +27 11 656 3237 

Cell: +27 60 978 83 96 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com  

 

RE: COMMENTS FOR PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF RICHARDS BAY GAS TO 

POWER 3 2000MW COMBINED CYCLE POWER PLANT, RICHARDS BAY IDZ ZONE 

1F, RICHARDS BAY  

 

Background  

The SDCEA (South Durban Community Environmental Alliance) is an environmental justice 

organisation based in south Durban. It is made up of 19 affiliate organisations, and has been 

active since its formation in 1996. It is considered successful for many reasons. One of which 

is that it is a vocal and vigilant grouping in terms of lobbying, reporting and researching 

industrial incidents and accidents in this area. It contributes to the struggle against 

Environmental Racism for Environmental Justice and Environmental Health. The SDCEA 

hosts activities such as awareness campaigns, workshops, protests and meetings; to discuss 

any facets of environmental justice, including community health, unsustainable development, 

industrial pollution and disproportionate governmental representations. 

 

18 Major Calvert 

Austervil le, Durban 4052  

Tel: +27 31-461-1991 

Fax: +27 31-468-1257 

www.sdcea.co.za 

Registration No: 028-964-NPO  

 

South Durban 
Community 

Environmental 
Alliance  

mailto:publicprocess@savannahsa.com
http://www.sdcea.co.za/
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Documents 

The documents provided online are only in English. The documents need to be available in 

isiZulu, so that the majority of communities in and around the area can understand and 

provide sound comment on the proposed project. The isiZulu documents need to be entirely 

accessible to the public, therefore hard copies will have to be distributed. Many community 

members do not have access to the internet therefore they cannot download the documents 

off the internet to make meaningful comment as data costs money which rural communities 

do not have given the current economic situation prevalent in the country at the moment. It is 

the responsibility of the paid independent consultants to ensure that all communities have 

access to the documents and COVID should not be used as an excuse to not have any hard 

copies distributed.  

 

Meetings 

Engagement in the public participation process is also an obstacle as it is taking place online 

and the majority of interested and affected parties do not have access to data, computers or 

smartphones to engage meaningfully. Again, COVID cannot be used as a reason to not have 

any options for engagement with those who cannot be online.  

 

Terms of Reference  

The terms of reference for the appointment of the specialists need to be made available to 

the public. It is crucial for us to know if these specialists and consultants are people of repute 

and credibility. We need to understand what process was in place in procurement to appoint 

these experts and consultants. How was this advertised! How many groups tendered for this 

project and short listed as communities are concerned with biasness and unfairness when no 

one follows due process and desk top studies are given as facts? 
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Research  

The research done as part of the socio-economic study is inadequate. We want to see 

evidence that this development will actually create jobs pass the construction phase and will 

benefit the community long term. Will training be provided to the community to upskill them 

to be employed? What level of real investment in the community is going to actually take 

place? 

Accidents, explosions, gas leaks and disaster management plans  

 

Richards Bay is already a development chemical cocktail. With the addition of this 

development the current risk increases exponentially. Where there are gas plants of any 

nature there is always great risk of accidents, and explosions. Several large pipeline failures 

in the past few years, leading to massive damage and even loss of life, have highlighted this 

risk. Pipelines can break open and leak. When this happens, the liquid or gas which leaks out 

can explode and cause fires. Or it could poison water, crops, land and air. When a person is 

near a leak from a pipeline, he or she may feel tiredness, dizziness, headaches, nausea 

and/or vomiting and difficult breathing. A person may lose consciousness, and could even 

die. Gas from leaking pipelines may over a long time even cause diseases like cancer and 

leukaemia. We demand that a proper health study be conducted, there also needs to be a 

risk assessment done and a proper and adequate disaster management plan which must 

include a contingency plan. 

Conclusion 

Gas power plants are not the energy infrastructure that South Africa needs if it wants to build 

a clean energy future. Gas plants and gas pipelines will simply add to climate change and 

commit the country to several more decades of destructive dependence on the oil and gas 

industry. The concept that natural gas offers a bridge to a low-carbon future is false. If South 

Africa wants to incorporate a Just Transition, then we need to move away completely from 

fossil fuels, because according to The International Panel on Climate Change, “there is only 

a dozen years for global warming to be kept to a maximum of 1.5C, beyond which even half 

a degree will significantly worsen the risks of drought, floods, extreme heat and poverty for 



 

 

The Right  to Know  |   The Duty to Inquire  |   The Obl igat ion to Act  

SDCEA MEMBERS 
Biowatch 

Clairwood Social Foorum 
Project Steering Committee 

Active Citizens Movement Umbilo 
City of Love Ministeries 

Merebank Civic Committee 
Urban Futures Centre DUT 

Chatsworth Civics  

SDCEA Members SDCEA Members 
Silverglen Civic Association 
Wentworth Development Forum 
Treasure Beach Environmental Forum 
Christ the King Church 
Ubunye Bama Hostela 
Bluff Ridge Conservancy 
Merebank Ratepayers Association 

Earthlife Africa- Durban 
Clairwood Ratepayers Association 

Umkomaas Anti-Pollution Watchdogs 
Isipingo Environmental Committee 

Athlone Park Residence Association 
Airport Farmers Association 

KZN Subsistence Fishermen Forum 
Poor Flat Dwellers Association 

 
 

hundreds of millions of people (2018). The recommendation is that there must be a transition 

to renewable energy which South Africa has a vast potential for. And although this 

development claims to be a move towards a just transition, as it starts off as an energy mix, 

that ‘MAY’ eventually reach zero emissions, there is no guarantee that it will reach 100% on 

green hydrogen as stated, and until then the effects of gas on the environment are far more 

detrimental than coal.  

 

SDCEA is at the coal-face of the largest oil refinery complex in Africa. We have witnessed 

countless explosions, leaks and other pipeline accidents. For the sake of local air, water and 

land quality, and for future generations whose lives are threatened by the climate emergency, 

the developers and authorities owe South Africa far higher levels of consciousness about the 

risks of massive gas developments in this, the most unequal society on earth. 

 

Please note: We reserve the right to submit additional comments within 48 hours. 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

____________________ 

Desmond Mathew D’Sa 

SDCEA Coordinator  

Goldman Environmental Prize winner: Africa 2014 
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