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CHANCE FIND PROTOCOL

1. PURPOSE

Monitoring Programme for Palaeontology — to commence once the excavations for all structures and
infrastructure begin.

1. The following procedure is only required if fossils are seen on the surface and when excavations
commence.

2. When excavations begin the rocks and must be given a cursory inspection by the environmental
officer or designated person. Any fossiliferous material (silicified wood, plants, insects, bone, shells)
should be put aside in a suitably protected place. This way the construction activities will not be
interrupted.

3. Photographs of similar fossils must be provided to the developer to assist in recognizing the fossil plants
and bones in the pans or channels This information will be built info the EMP’s fraining and awareness
plan and procedures.

4. Photographs of the putative fossils can be sent to the palaeontologist for a preliminary assessment.

5. If there is any possible fossil material found by the developer/environmental officer then the qualified
palaeontologist sub-contracted for this project, should visit the site to inspect the selected material and
check the excavations where feasible.

6. Fossil plants or vertebrates that are considered to be of good quality or scientific inferest by the
palaeontologist must be removed, catalogued and housed in a suitable institution where they can be
made available for further study. Before the fossils are removed from the site, a South African Heritage
Resources Agency (SAHRA) permit must be obtained. Annual reports must be submitted to SAHRA as
required by the relevant permits.

7. 1If no good fossil material is recovered, then any site inspections by the palaeontologist will not be
necessary.

8. If no fossils are found and the excavations have finished, then no further monitoring is required.
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