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SUBMI SS ION TO THE N CAPE REGIONAL CCMv1ITTEE 15 AUGUST 1991

IrnSEMILL, GROOT KAREEOOSFlX\lTEIN FARM, CARNARV(X\ID1STRICf

Farm No:

Owner: Mr G Vermeulen, Groot Kareebosfontein, CARNARVON, 7060

BACKGROUNI)

ilistorical

The farm Groot Kareebosfontein was first surveyed in 1838.
one of tile original farms in the Carnarvon area.

Itis

The horsemi II on the farm was bui It in the first hal f of the 19th
century for the purpose of grinding wheat for the farmers in the
a I'ea. Itis Iike Iy that the I'e is a lin k bet we e nth e name 0 f the
owners (Vermeulen) who have been in the area over four
generations, and themill itself.
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The owner's grandfather (deceased) verbally conmunicated his
memories of a skirmish Oil Groot Kareebosfolltein during the Anglo-
l30er IVaI'. The rare mill may have had an influence on the
location of the skirmish.

The adjacent farm I3laauwkrantz, anotller original farm in the
dis t I' I c t wa s the home 0 f the f ami I Y 0 fAG Vis se I' (Poe t ), wh 0

vis I ted the f a I'm f I' om time tot i me •

AROII TECTURAL / AESTHET I C

The hoI's em i I lit se I ( i s 0 f the Co g - and - Lan tel' n d I' i vet y pe •
similar in design to those at Karbonaatjes Kraal, Hex River in
the Worcester district.

The hoI's em i I I has a I a II tel' n pin ion. Til e g I' eat hoI'S e wh eel i s
fitted with wooden teeth which engage the lalltern, whicll, in
turn, dr ives the mi II stones.

Groot Karecbosfontein's horsemi II
Is housed in a simplc rectangular
simple Cape-style end gables.

CONSERVATION POTENTIAL

iss til lin wo I' kin g 0 I'del' a IId
wh i t ewa she d bu i I din g wit h

Tile owner of thc property has taken special care to ensure that
the mi II is conserved. The mi II and its housing are in good
condition. The owner is in favour of the dcclaration of the mill
as a national monument.
STATEl'vIENT OF SIGN I F I CANCE

The horsemi II at Groot Kareehosfonteill is nn cxcellcnt example of
an intact cog-and-Iantcr-n drive mi II and is a rare survivor of
its typc alld is still ill a workillg cOlldition.

I~ECO'vTvlENDATION TO TilE NOrnllERN CAPE REG 10NAL COVMI TrEE

That thc horscmi II, its 110usillg alld one metre of surrounding land
be declared a national monument.

SOURCES

I. Waltoll, J., Water-Mills, Windmills and Horse-Mills of South
Africa, C Struik Publ ishers, Capc Town, 1974

2. Ve I' ba I I n forma t ion by J G Co e t zee, At tor ney, Ca rna r von

CO'vlPI LED I3Y: Russe I I I3rann
Regional Representative

17 July 1991

Northern Cape
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SUlll'vllSSION TO TilE N CJ'lPE REGIONAL CO'vMITTEE 15 AUGUST 1991

ffiUJELLEI) II0USE CXM'LEX, T'KOKOI3OS, CARNARVON DIS"IRICf

Farm No:

Owne r :

500, Carnarvon dislricl

1\1r I. 1\1Coree j es, I I Un i on Squa re, CARNARVON, 7060

IlACKGI~OUND

nuilt close to the site of a Sari Ilushman graveyard, the first
T'((okobos corbelled hut was buill in 1851. Il is staled that lhe
original owner and a coloured labourer built il in fifteen days.
Two other corbelled huts were linked to the original at a later
date.

As the she ep far me r s movedin lot he dis l ric l a f ea rna r von and
Williston in the early 19lh century, they encountered a stony,
treeless, semi-desert country. Although timber and roofing

materials were scnrce, Lherc was, however, abundant stone which
could be easily split into slabs and broken into conveniently
sized pieces. With these, the Trekboeren built corbelled stone
beehives, which were ideally suited for that part of the country.
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The corbelled bui Idillgs ill the Karoo were bui I t between 1825 and
1875 wilen tile Trekboeren began to settle permanently in the area.

It is like I y that the name "T'Kokobos" was der i ved from a San
name for a certain type of Karoo bush in the Carnarvon district.

T'Kokohos is situated close to Stuurmansfontein, a recently
res lor c d 11 n t ion a 1 1110 1I1l111C II t •

CONSERVATION POTENTIAL

The oWllers have spent -I I~IO 000 Oil the complex. Only certain
doors alld wi ndows rcqu ire rep I ac i ng, and tile demo lit ion 0 f an
inappropriate later additional roolll.

Like, Stuurmansfontein it is intended to use the complex as guest
house/vacat ion accOll1nodat ion. Its vi sua I proximi ty to Stuurmans-
fontein is if value ill this regard.

The owners are in favour of having the complex deciared a
national Illorlurnent.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

T'Kokobos is olle of only two dated corbelled complexes in
the Carnarvon district. It is a well preserved, excellent
exmnple of its type and represents all early mediterranean
in f luence in the vernacul ar arch i tecture 0 f the Carnarvon,

Wi I list()!l lllld Frazcrbu,"g areas.
RECOII\1ENDAT ION TO TilE N CAPE REG I ONAL CCXvTvfI TTEE 15 AUGUST 1991

That the Corbelled house complex and ten metres of surrounding
Innd be declared a national monument.
SOUIKES

I. Walton, J., Old Cape Farmsteads, Iluman and Roussouw, Cape
Town, 1989.

COllI' I I. ED BY: I~u sse I I IJ ran 11
Regional I~epresentative

17 July 1991

No r the r n Ca pe


