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6 April 2023 

INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY 

Dear Sir/Madam 

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS FOR THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF A SOLAR PV 
FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT THE SISHEN IRON ORE MINE, 
NORTHERN CAPE: NOTIFICATION OF THE DECISION TO GRANT AN ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUTHORISATION (DAEARDLR REFERENCE: NC/BA/14/JTG/JKAM/KAT2/2022)  

 

 BACKGROUND 

On behalf of the Sishen Iron Ore Company (Pty) Ltd (SIOC), notice is hereby given that on 27 March 2021, the 
Northern Cape Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs, Rural Development and Land Reform (DAEARDLR) 
granted and issued an Environmental Authorisation (EA) to SIOC for the Proposed Development of a Solar PV 
Facility and Associated Infrastructure at the Sishen Iron Ore Mine (hereafter referred to as The Project). The 
activities will be located on portion 2 and the Remaining Extent of the Farm Sacha 468 and portion 1 and Remaining 
Extent of the Farm Sims 462, in Ward 5 of the Gamagara Local Municipality and John Taolo Gaetsewe District 
Municipality in the Northern Cape Province.  

The EA was issued in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 (Government Notice 
Regulations [GN R] 982 of 2014) (EIA Regulations, 2014) and the Government Notice Regulations [GN R] 983 of 2014 
(EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1) promulgated under the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (No. 107 
of 1998) (NEMA). The following activities are authorised as part of the EA: 

 EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1, Activity 11 (construction and operation of internal distribution electrical 
infrastructure and the development of either underground or overhead transmission infrastructure); 

 EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1, Activity 12 (crossing of watercourses and development within 100 metres 
of drainage lines); 

 EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1, Activity 14 (storage and handling of dangerous goods); 
 EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1, Activity 19 (crossing of watercourses and development within 100 metres 

of drainage lines where the physical footprint exceeds 100 square metres); 
 EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1, Activity 21 (requirement for a section 102 EMPr amendment due to changes 

to the mine’s integrated EMPr); 
 EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1, Activity 24 (development of internal access and maintenance roads); and 
 EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1 Activity 56 (upgrade of an existing road).  
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 OVERVIEW 

A copy of the EA is enclosed in this letter and outlines the reasons for decision (Annexure A). The EA was issued by 
the DAEARDLR on 27 March 2023. Your attention is drawn to your right to lodge a formal appeal against the decision 
in terms of the National Appeal Regulations, 2014 (GN R 993 of 2014) (National Appeal Regulations, 2014). 

Should you wish to appeal the DAEARDLR’s decision, your appeal must be lodged in terms of Chapter 2 of the 
National Appeal Regulations, 2014 within 20 calendar days from the date of this notification (i.e., 20 calendar days 
from 6 April 2023). An appeal must be submitted in writing to The Member of the Executive Council of the 
Department of Agriculture, Environment Affairs, Rural Development and Land Reform.  

A prescribed appeal form, as well as assistance regarding the appeal process, is obtainable from the office of the 
Appeal Authority at: Email: Appeals@dffe.gov.za. The procedure pertaining to the administration and processing 
of appeals in terms of the National Appeal Regulations, 2014 is outlined in Annexure B. 

The contact details of the Applicant are provided as reference below.  

Sishen Iron Ore Company (Pty) Ltd 

Attention: Thuso Mathulwe 

Telephone: 012 683 7242 

Email: thuso.mathulwe@angloamerican.com 

Postal address: PO Box 9679, Centurion, 0046 

An appeal must be lodged by means of the method as prescribed below.   

Department of Agriculture, Environment Affairs, Rural Development and Land Reform (in writing) 

Attention: The Member of the Executive Council 

Facsimile: (053) 832 1026 

By post: Private Bag X6102 
Kimberley  
8300 
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You are also kindly requested to provide a copy of the appeal and all supporting documents to the Department of 
Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment, the Appeals Administrator, and SLR, as per the methods prescribed below.  

Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment 

Attention: Directorate Appeals and Legal Review 
The Minister of Department of Environmental Affairs 

By post: Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001 

By hand: Environmental House, Corner of Steve Biko and Soutpansberg Street 
Arcadia, Pretoria, 0083 

Facsimile: 012 359 3609 

Email: Appeals@dffe.gov.za  

Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment (in Word format via e-mail) 

Attention: Appeals Administrator 

Mr Ziyaad Hassam 

Email: zhassam@environment.gov.za. 

SLR Consulting (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (in Word format via e-mail) 

Attention: Mrs. M. Medallie  

Associate Environmental Consultant  

Email: KIOSolarPVSishen@slrconsulting.com 

 
We thank you for your interest in this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned should you have 
any queries in this regard. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Mavisha Nariansamy (Pr.Sci.Nat) 
Senior Environmental Consultant 
SLR CONSULTING (SOUTH AFRICA) (PTY) LTD 

 Marline Medallie 
Associate Environmental Consultant  
 

\ 
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ANNEXURE A: COPY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 
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ANNEXURE B: NATIONAL APPEAL REGULATIONS, 2014 (GN R 993 OF 2014) – CHAPTER 2 

APPEAL SUBMISSION  
1) An appellant must submit the appeal to the appeal administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the applicant, 

any registered I&AP and any organ of state with interest in the matter, within 20 days from:  
a. the date that the notification of the decision for an application for an environmental authorisation or 

a waste management licence was sent to the registered interested and affected parties by the 
applicant; or  

b. the date that the notification of the decision was sent to the applicant by the competent authority, 
issuing authority or licensing authority, in the case of decisions other than those referred to in 
paragraph (a). 

2) An appeal submission must be -  
c. (a) submitted in writing in the form obtainable from the appeal administrator; and  
d. (b) accompanied by -  

i. a statement setting out the grounds of appeal; and 
ii. supporting documentation which is referred to in the appeal submission; and a statement, 

including supporting documentation, by the appellant to confirm compliance with regulation 4(1) 
of these Regulations.  

RESPONDING STATEMENT  
The Applicant, the decision-maker, I&APs, and organs of state must submit their responding statement, if any, to 
the appeal authority and the appellant within 20 days from the date of receipt of the appeal submission.  

APPEAL PANEL  
1) If the appeal authority reasonably believes that expert advice must be sought or that an appeal panel must 

be appointed, the appeal administrator must source an independent expert or constitute an independent 
appeal panel, or both, within 10 days from the date of receipt of an instruction from the appeal authority.  

2) The appeal panel contemplated in sub regulation (1) may consist of such number of independent experts 
and with such expertise as the Appeal Authority may deem necessary under the circumstances. 

3) The expert or appeal panel must provide advice to the appeal administrator within 10 days from the receipt 
of an instruction from the appeal administrator.  

RECOMMENDATIONS AND DECISIONS ON APPEALS  
1) The appeal administrator must make a recommendation on the appeal to the appeal authority within 30 

days of receipt of the responding statement referred to in Regulation 5 of these Regulations, in the event 
that an independent expert has not been sourced or an independent appeal panel has not been 
constituted.  

2) The appeal administrator must make a recommendation on the appeal to the appeal authority within 10 
days of receipt of the advice referred to in regulation 6(2) of these Regulations, in the event that an 
independent expert has been sourced or an independent appeal panel has been constituted.  

3) The appeal authority must reach a decision on an appeal, and notify the appellant, applicant, and any 
registered interested and affected party, within 20 days of the recommendation on the appeal by the 
appeal administrator.  

4) The decision contemplated in sub regulation (3) must contain written reasons for the decision.  
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COMMUNICATION  
1) A person may deliver documents in terms of these regulations by using one of the delivery methods 

referred to in section 47D of the Act.  
2) In order to meet the time periods determined in these regulations, the person referred to in sub regulation 

(1), must also email, fax or hand deliver the document to the recipient, if the document is delivered by 
ordinary mail or registered mail.  

 


