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APPENDIX A: PROJECT EAP CV 

 

CURRICULUM VITAE (CV) 

SANDRA JANE WREN 

 
Name of Firm:   Public Process Consultants cc. 
Name of Staff:   SANDY Jane Wren 
Position: Sole Member (100% ownership) 
Profession:   Public Participation Process Specialist and Environmental 

Impact Assessment Management 
Professional Affiliations EAPASA: Registered Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner No: 2019/1242 
Specialization: Public participation process design and management for 

Strategic Environmental Assessments (SEA), Environmental 
Impact Assessments (EIA’s), Policy Development 
Processes. Client, community liaison and report writing.  
Environmental Impact Assessment Management. 

Languages: English, excellent speaking, reading, and writing 
 Afrikaans, good speaking, reading and writing  
 
 
KEY QUALIFICATIONS 
 

• Sandy Wren is a BA graduate from the University of Port Elizabeth (UPE) majoring in Political 
Science, Sociology and Industrial and Organisational Psychology (1992).    

• Sandy has BA Honours Degree in Development Theory (2003) which included courses in 
Environmental Management and Impact Assessment for which she obtained distinctions. 

• Project Management for Local Government co-sponsored by the Economic Development 
Institute of the World Bank, the Universities of Durban/ Westville, Stellenbosch, The Western 
Cape and Witwatersrand (1993) 

• Confident Communication  - Mast Training Consultants (1995)  

• Management by Objectives 
 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
From Current  
 
May 1997 to PRESENT Public Process Consultants (Sole Owner/ Manager) 

In May 1997, Sandy opened Public Process Consultants, which initially specialised in the management 
of public participation for Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA’s), Strategic Environmental Impact 
Assessments (SEA’s) and Policy Development for Local, Provincial as well as National Government.  
Public Process Consultants is a balanced team offering extensive experience in the design and 
management of Environmental Impact Assessments coupled with expertise in and sensitivity towards 
the biophysical environment as well as the need for social and economic development.  Public Process 
Consultants offer above average report writing and administration skills.  As the sole owner and 
Manager of Public Process Consultants, Sandy is responsible for the following with regards to 
Environmental Impact Assessments: 
 

• Client liaison, review of project description in order to determine relevant listed activities for 
Basic Assessment and/ or Environmental Impact Assessment as well as integrated applications 
(Waste License) 

• Review of relevant biodiversity planning frameworks, site review and identification of relevant 
specialist assessments for EIA 
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• Develop a detailed project description in consultation with the client in order to determine and 
identify relevant listed activities requiring environmental authorisation. 

• Review of relevant legislation applicable to an Assessment 

• Develop terms of reference for specialist consultants and appointment of specialists  

• Compile Scoping and EIA Report as well as Basic Assessments, including public participation 

• Review of relevant specialist assessments 

• Review of EMPr 

• Liaison and consultation with relevant competent authority for decision making 

• Plan, manage and coordinate public participation process for Environmental Assessments 
o Identify I&APS 
o Liaison with I&APs 
o Record keeping of all communication with I&APs 

 
May 2000 to June 2004  Sandy & Mazizi Consulting cc. (50% Owner/ Manager) 

In order to meet the requirements for Black Economic Empowerment Sandy Wren established Sandy 
and Mazizi Consulting with her former employee Mazizi Msutu.  This provided Mr Msutu with a 50% 
equal shareholding in the business.  The services formerly provided by Public Process Consultants 
continued to be provided by Sandy and Mazizi Consulting cc.  The main focus of the company was in 
the area of social involvement in the various stages of development with its majority expertise in public 
participation in EIA’s, SEA’s, and policy development processes.  During this period Sandy developed 
experience and expertise in the management of Environmental Impact Assessments.  The company 
was closed in 2004 for Mr Msutu to persue further business opportunities. 
 
 
April 1995 to March 1997 Regional Director, Idasa Eastern Cape 

As Regional Director of IDASA Sandy gained extensive experience in project management, co-
ordination, training and facilitation of various interest groups, levels of government, community 
organisations, and other structures within civil society.  Sandy while at Idasa covered the following 
projects: 
 

• Facilitation of the establishment of non-racial local government structures in the Eastern Cape 

• Administrative co-ordination of the development of a regional economic development plan 

• Conference co-ordination  

• Voter Education Training and Co-ordination 

• Community Courts Conference co-ordination 

• Community facilitation for Local Government Structure Plans 

• Public Participation process design and management 

• Public participation for the Strategic and Environmental Impact Assessments (SEA) for the 
Coega IDZ and Ngqura Harbour as well as EMPr for the mining of Coega Kop Quarry 

• Public Participation for an Integrated Development Plan for Walmer/ Gqebera. 
 
January 1993 – April 1995 Regional Coordinator, Idasa Eastern Cape 
1994    Senior Coordinator, Idasa Eastern Cape 

In 1993 I was employed as Regional Coordinator by Idasa (Institute for Democracy in SA).  In 1994 I 
was appointed to the level of Senior Coordinator in the Eastern Cape Office, although my responsibility 
was that of acting Director.  My duties as a regional/ senior coordinator were: 
 

• Coordinate all projects, seminars, workshops, conferences and Township Tours 
o This entailed budgeting, liasing with hotels, guest speakers, flight bookings, programme 

development, media liaison and participant liaison. 

• Manage education and training sessions 

• Recruit, induct, train, supervise and coordinate staff activities 

• Prepare budget plans and activity plans for all projects undertaken 

• Edit and write monthly newsletter as well as brochure 
 
Areas of involvement: Local Government, Housing, Economic Development, Affirmative Action, Poverty 
Relief, Community Courts and Voter Education 
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1991  Vehicle Sales, Avis Rent a Car 

Responsible for the sale of vehicles to trade and the public as they were retired as rental vehicles 
 
1992 Sales, Pierre’s Diamonds, St Thomas, US Virgin Islands, Caribbean 

Responsible for the design and sale of precious stones to passing trade. 
 
 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER EXPERIENCE 
 

Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessments 
As the owner and lead EAP on Environmental Impact Assessments, Sandy has the 
following responsibilities for the project listed below: 
 

- Review project description in line with relevant EIA regulations to determine if Basic 
Assessment or Scoping and EIA is to be applied to an application. 

- Site visit and review of biodiversity planning frameworks, google earth imagery 
- Identify relevant specialist assessments to be undertaken as part of the EIA 
- Develop and manage the project budget and request quotations from specialists, for 

submission to client for approval 
- Liaise with all members of the project team, namely, decision making authority, organs of 

state, I&APs, project applicant, Town Planners, Project Engineers, Technical Team 
members (Architects, Irrigation Specialists, Planting Plan specialists) 

- Include an outline of the public participation process to be followed for assessment 
- Appoint all specialists 
- Manage and initiate the Scoping Process, draft Scoping Reports 
- Public Consultation 

o Identify I&APs 
o Newspaper Advertisements, site notice board 
o Information distribution to I&APs (CD’s, hard copies of reports, website, 

presentations where required) 
o Manage correspondence to and from I&APs 
o Datebase development and maintenance 
o Tracking and responding to issues raised 

- Identify legislation relevant to a project application 
- Review issues raised in order to determine if additional specialist studies may be required. 
- Identify and assess reasonable and feasible alternatives 
- Liaison with relevant organs of state (Local, Provincial and National) 
- Appointment of specialists, review of specialist assessments, synthesise recommendations 

into the EMPr, specialist studies include: 
o Aquatic 
o Vegetation 
o Archaeological 
o Palaeontological 
o Visual 
o Bulk Services (domestic water, effluent management, internal roads and stormwater 

management) 
o Traffic Assessment 
o Soil Suitability 
o Other as identified through the relevant assessment e.g. Security Risk Assessment 

- Compile Draft EIA and Final for submission to decision making authority 
- Notify I&APs of the appeal period 
- Responding to Appeals received, where appropriate 
 

• Service Station at Humerail, Port Elizabeth 

• Morton Bay, Humerail, Port Elizabeth, a multi-purpose commercial property development 

• Brookes Hill Caravan Park, Humewood Port Elizabeth 
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• Quarter Mile Oval Racing Track, Schoenmakerskop Sports Centre (stock car racing track) 

• Expansion and upgrading of Smart Stone, Victoria Drive, Port Elizabeth 

• Construction of a Wedding Venue on the Sardinia Bay Road 

• Residential development of Arlington Race Course, Victoria Drive 

• Residential development of varying densities, Walmer Heights, Port Elizabeth 

• Proposed Amanzi Country Estate (Lifestyle and eco estate) consisting of a golf course, hotel, 
residential units (approx 900), equestrian facilities, cricket field and various heritage components 

• Proposed Coega Ridge Development consisting of low to high density housing as well as light 
industrial, commercial and retail facilities 

• Upgrade of Sewer Pump Station No 1 and construction of a new 1500 meter pipeline, Hankey 

• Winterhoek Park Ext, Uitenhage (residential development) 

• Zeekoei River residential and mixed use development, Humansdorp 

• EIA for a new residential development at Goedemoedsfontein, Seaview, Port Elizabeth 

• EIA for a Residential and Mixed Use Development, Erf 325 Fairview Port Elizabeth 

• EIA for SA Breweries, Biogas Storage Facility, NMBM 

• EIA for a residential development, Willow Tree Country Estate, Sunlands 

• EIA for NiRoVe Paint Stripping, Perseverance, NMBM 

• EIA for the Weston Waste Water Treatment Works, Weston, Hankey 

• EIA for Landrost, clearing of agricultural land for Habata Boerdery 

• EIA for Portion 62 of 10, Little Chelsea, residential development 

• EIA for Riverbend Citrus, clearing of agricultural land for San Miguel Fruits SA 

• EIA for Venter Fert, Composting and Fertiliser Processing Plant for Venter Boerdery 

• EIA for Intsomi Citrus, clearing of agricultural land for San Miguel Fruits SA 

• EIA for Langbos Citrus, clearing of agricultural land 

• EIA for Scheepersvlakte Farms, clearing of agricultural land 

• EIA for Falcon Ridge, clearing of agricultural land, Habata Boerdery 

• EIA for Sylvania, clearing of agricultural land for San Miguel Fruits SA 

• EIA for Ikamva Lethu, clearing of agricultural land for Ikamva Lethu PTY Ltd 

• EIA for Dunbrody, clearing of agricultural land for Unifrutti SA 

• EIA for Portion 15 of Farm 203, clearing of agricultural land, for Habata Boerdery 
 
Basic Assessments 
As the owner and lead EAP on Environmental Impact Assessments, Sandy has the 
following responsibilities for the project listed below: 
 

- Review project description in line with relevant EIA regulations to determine if Basic 
Assessment is to be applied to an application. 

- Site visit and review of biodiversity planning frameworks, google earth imagery 
- Identify relevant specialist assessments to be undertaken as part of the EIA 
- Develop and manage the  project budget and request quotations from specialists, for 

submission to client for approval 
- Liaise with all members of the project team, namely, decision making authority, organs of 

state, I&APs, project applicant, Town Planners, Project Engineers, Technical Team 
members (Architects, Irrigation Specialists, Planting Plan specialists) 

- Include an outline of the public participation process to be followed for assessment 
- Appoint all specialists 
- Manage and initiate the Assessment Process 
- Public Consultation 

o Identify I&APs 
o Newspaper Advertisements, site notice board 
o Information distribution to I&APs (CD’s, hard copies of reports, website, 

presentations where required) 
o Manage correspondence to and from I&APs 
o Database development and maintenance 
o Tracking and responding to issues raised 
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o Site visit with I&APs and organs of state 
- Identify legislation relevant to a project application 
- Review issues raised in order to determine if additional specialist studies may be required. 
- Identify and assess reasonable and feasible alternatives 
- Liaison with relevant organs of state (Local, Provincial and National) 
- Appointment of specialists, review of specialist assessments, synthesise recommendations 

into the EMPr, specialist studies include: 
o Aquatic 
o Vegetation 
o Archaeological 
o Palaeontological 
o Visual 
o Bulk Services (domestic water, effluent management, internal roads and stormwater 

management) 
o Traffic Assessment 
o Soil Suitability 
o Other as identified through the relevant assessment e.g. Security Risk Assessment 

- Compile and review Draft and Final Basic Assessment for submission to decision making 
authority 

- Notify I&APs of the appeal period 
- Responding to Appeals received, where appropriate 

 

• Residential Development, Erf 325 Theesecombe, Port Elizabeth 

• Installation of additional Nitrogen tanks at Umicore, Port Elizabeth 

• Borehole, water pipeline and power line, Glenconnor 

• Upgrading of Bulk Stormwater Infrastructure, a Portion of Macon Road Lorraine 

• Above Ground Fuel Storage Facilities, Rocklands Factory, Uitenhage 

• Community Centre, Nomathamsanqua, Addo 

• Residential and mixed use development of Erf 1846, Perridgevale 

• Borehole, water pipeline and power line, Glenconnor 

• Installation of additional Nitrogen tanks at Umicore, Port Elizabeth 

• Theesecombe erf 325, new residential development 

• Theesecombe erf 722, new residential development 

• Theesecombe erf 2377, new residential development 

• the Upgrading of Bulk Stormwater Infrastructure, a Portion of Macon Road Lorraine 

• Upgrading of Bulk Stormwater Infrastructure, Summerstrand, NMBM 

• Installation of minor stormwater infrastructure, Cluster H, Kwanobuhle, Uitenhage, Cluster B, 
Kuyga, Cluster A, Wells Estate and Khayamnandi, installation of stormwater infrastrucutre. 

• Citrus Packhouse, Blinkwater, Fort Beauford 

• Above Ground Fuel Storage Facilities, Rocklands Factory, Uitenhage 

• Various Basic Assessments for the establishment of new Broiler House facilities for Rocklands 
Poultry (Loerie, Nooidgedacht, Kirkwood, Boshfontein, Accurate, Lakeside and Altona) 

• Residential Development, Arcadia, Humansdorp, Kouga Municipality 

• Residential Development, Weston, Hankey, Kouga Municipality 

• Photovoltaic Solar Energy Project, Graff Reinet 

• Installation of Water Supply, Glenconner 

• New Agricultural Development for Habata Boerdery,  

• Oliphantskop 

• Logan Braes 

• Falcon Ridge 

• Badlands (Portion 8, Portion 16 and Portion 17) 

• Establishment of a Technical High School, Jeffreys Bay, Kouga Municipality 

• Municipal Housing Development, Alicedale, Makana Local Municipality 

• Erf 3231 Fairview, new residential Development 

• New Agricultural development, Nooidgedacht Citrus 
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• New Broiler House Facilities, Venter Boedery 

• New Agricultural Development, Luthando Farm 

• Farm Dam Expansion, Kuduskloof, Venter Boerdery 

• Ponders Packhouse Expansion, San Miguel Fruits SA 

• Stormwater Upgrade, Summerstrand for the NMBM 
 

Special Public Participation Experience 
Sandy has been responsible for the management of the public participation component for 
the Strategic and Environmental Impact Assessment listed below.  This has entailed primary 
responsibility for all components relating to the public participation process and co-
authoring, where relevant, the applicable assessment, the has entailed. 
 

- Development of an appropriate public participation process, to include, where relevant 
community consultation, determine if public meetings are required 

- Develop and manage the project budget for the PPP 
- Identification of an initial database of I&APs 
- Notification to I&APs through all stages of the assessment process, including distribution of 

hard copies of the reports, CD’s, uploading files to the project website 
- Site notice board and newspaper advertisements 
- Develop presentations to synthesise the findings of the PP input received for presentation to 

e.g. Coega ELC, NMBM and other state departments 
- Develop presentations to present the findings of an assessment process to I&APs 
- Responding to and tracking of issues raised by IA&Ps 
- Documenting and report writing for the public participation process 
- Identification of issues raised by I&APs which may require additional specialist assessment, 

inclusion in a specialist assessment and / or project amendment and bring these to the 
attention of the EAP 

-  

• SEA for the Coega Industrial Development Zone and Harbour (1997) 

• EIA for the proposed IDZ and Harbour, East London 

• EIA EC Incinerators (Medical Waste Incinerator) 

• Closure and Rehabilitation of Ibhayi Waste Disposal Site 

• License Application for Arlington Waste Disposal Site 

• EIA Proposed Regional General and Hazardous Waste Processing Facility, Eastern Cape 

• EIA Identification of a new 400kV Powerline from Poseidon Substation to Grassridge Substation 

• EIA for the Rezoning of the Core Development Area, Coega IDZ 

• EIA for the Port of Ngqura 

• EMPR for the Mining of Coega Kop Quarry 

• SEA for the expansion of the Greater Addo Elephant National Park 

• EIA for the N2 Wild Coast Toll Road Project from East London to Durban 

• EIA for the proposed Pechiney Aluminium Smelter at the Coega IDZ 

• EIA for the proposed Madiba Bay Leisure Park 

• EIA for the proposed Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) to Power Project, Coega 

• EIA for the proposed extension of the Port of Ngqura. 

• Public Facilitation of the Addo, Wilderness and Tsitsikamma Management Plans for SANParks 

• Proposed establishment of a Marine Protected Area for Addo 

• EIA for the Mainstream Wind Energy Project Jeffreys Bay 

• EIA for the Ubuntu Wind Energy Project, Jeffreys Bay 

• EIA for the Banna ba Pifhu Wind Energy Project, Humansdorp 

• EIA for the Electrawinds Wind Energy Project, Coega Industrial Development Zone 

• EIA for the Marine Pipeline Servitude in the Coega Industrial Development Zone 

• EIA for the Bulk Liquid and Storage Handling Facility Coega Industrial Development Zone 

• EIA for the Ngura Manganese Terminal 

• Basic Assessment for Landside Infrastructure Port of Nqura 

• Public Participation for an Air Quality Management Plan for the Eastern Cape Province 
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Amendment Applications 

• Residential Development, Erf 2686 Parsonsvlei 

• Residential Development, Erf 2687Parsonsvlei 

• Agni Steels SA, Steel Recycling Plant, Coega Industrial Development Zone 

• Erf 325 Fairview, Residential Development, Fairview Suburban Estates Company Ltd 
 
Section 24 G Applications 

• Portion 8 of Farm 203, expansion of an existing farm dam 

• Portion 23 of Farm 104 Swanepoels Kraal and the Remainder of Farm 650, Kirkwood, SRVM, 
clearing of vegetation  

 



Appendix B  B.1 

APPENDIX B: CORRESPONDENCE WITH DEDEAT 

Correspondence sent to DEDEAT 
 

1. NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT  
From:                                         Emily Whitfield 
Sent:                                           Friday, July 8, 2022 10:24 AM 
To:                                               Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za 
Cc:                                               Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za; Charmaine Struwig; Dayalan Govender; Sandra 

Wren; Marisa Jacoby; JP Hechter 
Subject:                                  NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT: SONTULE CITRUS - 

AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS 
RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

Attachments:                        Sontule Citrus - FSR - Executive Summary - final- 8Jul2022.pdf; Sontule Citrus - FSR - 
App D - Project Databases for DEDEAT - final - Jul2022.pdf 

  
PO Box 27688 Greenacres 6057 
120 Diaz Road Adcockvale, PE 6001 
Phone 041-374 8426; VOIP 087 147 2451 
Email sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
Ck 97/32984/23 VAT 44601 68273 
  
8 July 2022 
  
Attention: Ms Nicole Gerber 
Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism 
Private Bag X 5001 
Greenacres 
6057 
  
cc.       Andries Struwig 
            Dayalan Govender 
            Charmaine Struwig 
  
Dear Ms Gerber, 
  
RE: NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT: SONTULE CITRUS - 
AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER 
VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
  
With reference to our previous correspondence submitted to your offices, dated 22 August 2019, 14 May 
2021, 23 September 2021, 8 December 2021, 24 January 2022, 1 June 2022 and 3 June 2022, this 
serves as notification of submission of the Final Scoping Report (FSR) and Appendices for 
the proposed agricultural expansion on the Remainder of Farm 632, Sunland, Sundays River Valley 
Municipality, referred to as Sontule Citrus, on behalf of the Sun Orange Farms (Pty) Ltd (the applicant). 
  
In terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended), published in GN R326, 327, 325 and 324, 
promulgated under Chapter Five of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) 
(“NEMAA”), and published in Government Gazette 40772 on the 7 April 2017, this serves as notification 
to the competent authority, in this case the Provincial Department of Economic Development, 
Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Sarah Baartman Region, of the submission of the FSR, for the 
proposed agricultural development on Remainder of Farm 632. 
  
Please find attached herewith a copy of the Executive Summary of the FSR as well as Appendix D of the 
FSR which contains the I&AP register, which has not been included in the report, in order to comply with 
the POPI Act. 
  
The Final Scoping Report and Appendices can be accessed via the following Dropbox link: 

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ny7h6sl7w4kwc0pz2z0pr/h?dl=0&rlkey=0jjniaults15y5y6rk89gq841 
  
The FSR and Appendices can also be downloaded from the following 
website: https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus 
  
We trust that you will find the above in order. Please do not hesitate to contact Sandy, Marisa, JP or Emily 
at the contact details above should you have any comments or queries with regards to this submission. 
  
Regards, 

 
Sandy Wren 
Environmental Assessment Project Leader 
  
Upon receipt of this email, please confirm that you are able to access and download the relevant documents 
from the Dropbox folder. 
  
Regards, 
Emily Whitfield (BSc Hons) 
 Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road 
Adcockvale 
Gqeberha 
Phone: 041 374 8426 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Website: www.publicprocess.co.za 
  
 

  

https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus
http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
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2. NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE DRAFT EIA COMMENT PERIOD 

• Email to DEDEAT – Notice of Draft EIA Report Comment Period  
From:                             Emily Whitfield 

Sent:                              Thursday, 08 September 2022 09:37 

To:                                  Nicole Jane  Gerber 
Cc:                                  Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za; Charmaine Struwig; Dayalan Govender; Sandra Wren; 

Geena Pringle; JP Hechter 
Subject:                         NOTICE OF DRAFT EIA REPORT and EMPr COMMENT PERIOD: SONTULE CITRUS - 

AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS 
RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

Attachments:               Sontule - Draft EIA - Comment Form - final - 5Sept2022.pdf; Sontule Citrus - Draft EIA - 
Executive Summary - final - Sep2022.pdf 

  
PO Box 27688 Greenacres 6057 
120 Diaz Road Adcockvale, PE 6001 
Phone 041-374 8426; VOIP 087 147 2451 
Email sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
Ck 97/32984/23 VAT 44601 68273 
  
8 September 2022 
  
Attention: Ms Nicole Gerber 
Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism 
Private Bag X 5001 
Greenacres 
6057 
  
cc. Mr Andries Struwig 
  
Dear Ms Gerber, 
  
RE: NOTICE OF DRAFT EIA REPORT and EMPr COMMENT PERIOD: SONTULE CITRUS - 
AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER 
VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
  
With reference to our previous correspondence submitted to your offices, dated 8 July 2022, this serves 
as notification of submission of the Draft EIA Report and EMPr for the proposed agricultural expansion 
on the Remainder of Farm 632, Sunland, Sundays River Valley Municipality, referred to as Sontule Citrus, 
on behalf of the Sun Orange Farms (Pty) Ltd (the applicant). 
  
You are hereby notified of the release of the Draft EIA Report and EMPr for a legislated 32-day comment 
period extending from the 8 September 2022 to the 10 October 2022. In terms of regulation 7 (5) of 
the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), we hereby respectfully request comment form the 
competent authority on the abovementioned report in order to ensure that the report complies with 
DEDEAT’s requirements for a Scoping and EIA. In order to assist you in making comments on the Draft 
EIA, please find attached to this email a Comment Form and an Executive Summary of the Draft EIA 
Report. The Draft EIA Report and EMPr can be accessed via the Dropbox link below: 
  
Dropbox link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fw6k16h60gxqwqo/AABnQssjtbL_yzuYDVim4fspa?dl=0 
  
The Draft EIA Report and EMPr can also be downloaded from the following 
website: https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus 
  
We trust that you will find the above in order. Please do not hesitate to contact Sandy, JP, Emily or Geena 
at the contact details above should you have any comments or queries with regards to this submission. 
  
Regards, 

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fw6k16h60gxqwqo/AABnQssjtbL_yzuYDVim4fspa?dl=0
https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus
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Sandy Wren 
Environmental Assessment Project Leader 
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• Comment Form – Draft EIA Report Comment Period 
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• Executive Summary – Draft EIA Report 
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Correspondence received from DEDEAT 

 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF FINAL SCOPING REPORT 
From:                                         Emily Whitfield 
Sent:                                           Monday, July 11, 2022 8:41 AM 
To:                                               'Nicole Jane Gerber' 
Cc:                                           Andries Struwig; Charmaine Struwig; Dayalan Govender; Sandra Wren; Marisa Jacoby; 

JP Hechter 
Subject:                                 RE: NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT: SONTULE CITRUS - 

AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS 
RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

  
Good morning Ms. Gerber, 
  
Thank you. This email to confirm receipt of your correspondence from Friday 8 July 2022. 
  
Regards, 
Emily Whitfield (BSc Hons) 
 Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road 
Adcockvale 
Gqeberha 
Phone: 041 374 8426 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Website: www.publicprocess.co.za 
  
  
From: Nicole Jane Gerber <Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za> 
Sent: Friday, July 8, 2022 2:53 PM 
To: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Cc: Andries Struwig <Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za>; Charmaine Struwig <Charmaine.Mostert@dedea.gov.za>; 
Dayalan Govender <Dayalan.Govender@dedea.gov.za>; Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za>; Marisa 
Jacoby <marisa@publicprocess.co.za>; JP Hechter <jp@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT: SONTULE CITRUS - AGRICULTURAL 
EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: 
EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
  
Good day Ms Whitfield 
  
It is hereby confirmed that the FSR has been received and downloaded. Please find the official 
acknowledgement letter attached. Could you kindly confirm receipt of such? 
  
Regards 
  

Nicole Gerber 

Environmental Officer: Environmental Affairs 
Environmental Impact Management Unit 
Cacadu Regional Office, Port Elizabeth 
Sarah Baartman District 

 

http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:marisa@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:jp@publicprocess.co.za
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Tel: 041 508 5844 • Cell: 073 022 9765 
Collegiate House, Cnr. of Athol Fugard Terrace 

and Castle Hill, Central, Port Elizabeth 
P/Bag X5001, Greenacres, Port Elizabeth, South 

Africa, 6057 
http://www.dedea.gov.za/ 
Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za 
  

 

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dedea.gov.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cemily%40publicprocess.co.za%7C292872a094304fcada3308da60e0d7ff%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C0%7C637928816154262652%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t5Mq4o%2BaorfH1Ngub%2FoGORXoez8%2FoMGdW%2FIbozzVaBw%3D&reserved=0
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2. APPROVAL OF FINAL SCOPING REPORT AND PLAN OF STUDY FOR 

EIA 
  
From: Nicole Jane Gerber <Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za> 
Sent: 24 August 2022 09:10 AM 
To: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Cc: Andries Struwig <Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za>; Charmaine Struwig <Charmaine.Mostert@dedea.gov.za>; 
JP Hechter <jp@publicprocess.co.za>; Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za>; Marisa Jacoby 
<marisa@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: Sontule Citrus application (23-2022) 
  
Good day Ms Wren 
  
Please be advised that the evidence as attached is acceptable to the Department. 
  
Kind regards 
  

Nicole Gerber 

Environmental Officer: Environmental Affairs 
Environmental Impact Management Unit 
Cacadu Regional Office, Port Elizabeth 
Sarah Baartman District 

 

 

 

Tel: 041 508 5844 • Cell: 073 022 9765 
Collegiate House, Cnr. of Athol Fugard Terrace 
and Castle Hill, Central, Port Elizabeth 

P/Bag X5001, Greenacres, Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa, 6057 
http://www.dedea.gov.za/ 
Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za 
  

  
  
 
From: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Sent: Tuesday, 23 August 2022 10:56 
To: Nicole Jane Gerber <Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za> 
Cc: Andries Struwig <Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za>; Charmaine Struwig <Charmaine.Mostert@dedea.gov.za>; 
JP Hechter <jp@publicprocess.co.za>; Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za>; Marisa Jacoby 
<marisa@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: Sontule Citrus application (23-2022) 
  
Hi Nicole 
  
We acknowledge receipt of the correspondence below and the attachment.  With regards to bullet point three 
in the attachment, line 5 and the quotation from page 6.6 of the Final Scoping Report, namely, “expertise as a 
botanical specialist”.  This is an error in the Final Scoping Report and should read “…expertise as an ecological 
specialist”.  Please find attached a copy of the specialists registration with SACNASP as a registered scientist in 
the field of “Ecological Science (Professional Natural Scientist)”.  A copy of the specialists CV and SACNASP 
registration, as attached here, will be included as an Appendix to the Terrestrial Biodiversity Impact Specialist 
Assessment Chapter of the Draft and Final EIA.  The specialists CV further outlines the expertise of the specialist 
in Ecological Science. 
  
Please confirm that this evidence is acceptable. 
  

mailto:Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za
mailto:Charmaine.Mostert@dedea.gov.za
mailto:jp@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:marisa@publicprocess.co.za
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dedea.gov.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csandy%40publicprocess.co.za%7C52841c7ba2f241fdb35d08da859f9b07%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C0%7C637969217826318328%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XIMcOTpRNjt23Um4MROgOhzn2fLK1auyfEe4%2BPtOSYc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:jp@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:marisa@publicprocess.co.za


Appendix B  B.17 

Regards 
  
Sandy Wren (BA Honours: Development Theory) 
Registered Environmental Assessment Practitioner (No: 2019/1242) 
Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road, Adcockvale, PE, 6001 
PO Box 27688, Greenacres, 6057 
Phone - 041 374 8426 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Cell - 082 4909 828 
sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
www.publicprocess.co.za 
  

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publicprocess.co.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csandy%40publicprocess.co.za%7C52841c7ba2f241fdb35d08da859f9b07%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C0%7C637969217826318328%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tbVwEgy%2F08DWnv1HFSbV8aAE3lsK6mzxBIDkI8gnbWU%3D&reserved=0
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From: Nicole Jane Gerber <Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za> 
Sent: 22 August 2022 11:22 AM 
To: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Cc: Andries Struwig <Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za>; Charmaine Struwig <Charmaine.Mostert@dedea.gov.za> 
Subject: Sontule Citrus application (23-2022) 
Importance: High 
  
Good day Ms Wren 
  
Please find the attached letter accepting the FSR and POSEIA for the above-mentioned application. Kindly 
confirm receipt of such. 
  
Regards 
  

Nicole Gerber 

Environmental Officer: Environmental Affairs 
Environmental Impact Management Unit 
Cacadu Regional Office, Port Elizabeth 
Sarah Baartman District 

 

 

 

Tel: 041 508 5844 • Cell: 073 022 9765 
Collegiate House, Cnr. of Athol Fugard Terrace 
and Castle Hill, Central, Port Elizabeth 
P/Bag X5001, Greenacres, Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa, 6057 
http://www.dedea.gov.za/ 
Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za 
  

 

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
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3. DEDEAT ACKNOWLEDEMENT OF RECEIPT OF THE DRAFT EIA 

REPORT 
 
From:                              Emily Whitfield 

Sent:                               Monday, 10 October 2022 11:34 

To:                                   'Nicole Jane  Gerber'; Sandra Wren 

Cc:                                   Andries Struwig; Dayalan Govender; Charmaine Struwig; JP Hechter; Geena Pringle 

Subject:                          RE: NOTICE OF DRAFT EIA REPORT and EMPr COMMENT PERIOD: SONTULE CITRUS - 
AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS 
RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

  
Hi Nicole, 
  
We acknowledge the receipt of your email dated 10 October 2022 and the attached correspondence indicating 
the DEIR fulfils the relevant requirements. 
  
Regards, 

Emily Whitfield (BSc Hons) 

 
  

Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road, Adcockvale, Gqeberha 

  
Phone: 041 374 8426  |  VOIP: 087 147 2451 

Email: emily@publicprocess.co.za  
Website: www.publicprocess.co.za 

  
 From: Nicole Jane Gerber <Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za> 
Sent: Monday, 10 October 2022 11:19 
To: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za>; Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Cc: Andries Struwig <Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za>; Dayalan Govender <Dayalan.Govender@dedea.gov.za>; 
Charmaine Struwig <Charmaine.Mostert@dedea.gov.za> 
Subject: FW: NOTICE OF DRAFT EIA REPORT and EMPr COMMENT PERIOD: SONTULE CITRUS - AGRICULTURAL 
EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: 
EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
Importance: High 

  
Good day Ms Wren and Ms Whitfield 
  
Please find the attached letter regarding the DEIR for your attention. Could you kindly confirm receipt thereof? 
  
Regards 
  
Nicole Gerber 

Environmental Officer: Environmental Affairs 
Environmental Impact Management Unit 
Cacadu Regional Office, Port Elizabeth 

Sarah Baartman District 

 

mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
mailto:Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za
mailto:Dayalan.Govender@dedea.gov.za
mailto:Charmaine.Mostert@dedea.gov.za
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Tel: 041 508 5844 • Cell: 073 022 9765 
Collegiate House, Cnr. of Athol Fugard Terrace 

and Castle Hill, Central, Port Elizabeth 
P/Bag X5001, Greenacres, Port Elizabeth, South 

Africa, 6057 
http://www.dedea.gov.za/ 
Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za 
  

  
  
  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dedea.gov.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cemily%40publicprocess.co.za%7Cf5cc09ab5fd34e2a313908daaaa08ac2%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C0%7C638009903929046714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Td2dsp7tsL0TDUay8tzuSI5hhS99vYIASUVFRd4ZlIQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za
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From: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Sent: Friday, 16 September 2022 09:18 
To: Nicole Jane Gerber <Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za>; Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Cc: Andries Struwig <Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za>; Charmaine Struwig <Charmaine.Mostert@dedea.gov.za>; 
Dayalan Govender <Dayalan.Govender@dedea.gov.za>; Geena Pringle <geena@publicprocess.co.za>; JP 
Hechter <jp@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF DRAFT EIA REPORT and EMPr COMMENT PERIOD: SONTULE CITRUS - AGRICULTURAL 
EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: 
EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

  
Hi Nicole 
  
We acknowledge receipt of the email and attached correspondence. 
  
Regards 
  
Sandy Wren (BA Honours: Development Theory) 
Registered Environmental Assessment Practitioner (No: 2019/1242) 
Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road, Adcockvale, PE, 6001 

PO Box 27688, Greenacres, 6057 

Phone - 041 374 8426 

VOIP - 0871 472 451 

Cell - 082 4909 828 

sandy@publicprocess.co.za 

www.publicprocess.co.za 

  
From: Nicole Jane Gerber <Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za> 
Sent: 15 September 2022 03:49 PM 
To: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za>; Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Cc: Andries Struwig <Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za>; Charmaine Struwig <Charmaine.Mostert@dedea.gov.za>; 
Dayalan Govender <Dayalan.Govender@dedea.gov.za>; Geena Pringle <geena@publicprocess.co.za>; JP 
Hechter <jp@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF DRAFT EIA REPORT and EMPr COMMENT PERIOD: SONTULE CITRUS - AGRICULTURAL 
EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: 
EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
Importance: High 

  
Good day Ms Whitfield and Ms Wren 
  
Please find the attached acknowledgment letter for your attention. Could you kindly confirm receipt? 
  
Regards 
  
Nicole Gerber 

Environmental Officer: Environmental Affairs 
Environmental Impact Management Unit 
Cacadu Regional Office, Port Elizabeth 

Sarah Baartman District 

 

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za
mailto:Charmaine.Mostert@dedea.gov.za
mailto:Dayalan.Govender@dedea.gov.za
mailto:geena@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:jp@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publicprocess.co.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cemily%40publicprocess.co.za%7Cf5cc09ab5fd34e2a313908daaaa08ac2%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C0%7C638009903929046714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vvk7ccCReWACt9ZA27fQoOtavNn1AQeR8glgB39I3EQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:Andries.Struwig@dedea.gov.za
mailto:Charmaine.Mostert@dedea.gov.za
mailto:Dayalan.Govender@dedea.gov.za
mailto:geena@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:jp@publicprocess.co.za
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Tel: 041 508 5844 • Cell: 073 022 9765 
Collegiate House, Cnr. of Athol Fugard Terrace 

and Castle Hill, Central, Port Elizabeth 
P/Bag X5001, Greenacres, Port Elizabeth, South 

Africa, 6057 
http://www.dedea.gov.za/ 
Nicole.Gerber@dedea.gov.za 
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APPENDIX C: SPECIALIST DECLARATIONS 
 

• Terrestrial Biodiversity Specialist 
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• Aquatic Biodiversity Specialist 
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• Archaeological Specialist 
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• Soil Specialist 
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• Palaeontological Specialist 
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• Traffic Specialist  
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• Visual / Landscape Architect Specialist 
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APPENDIX D – PROJECT DATABASES 
 

 
THE I&AP DATABASE HAS BEEN SENT TO THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY DIRECTLY AND WILL NOT BE INCLUDED IN THIS SCOPING AND 
EIA REPORT IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH THE PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION ACT (ACT NO. 14 OF 2013) (POPIA) 
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APPENDIX E: COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE TO 

I&APS 
 

Notice of Submission of the Final Scoping Report to DEDEAT 

• Letter 6: Notice of the FSR Submission 
PO Box 27688 Greenacres 6057       
120 Diaz Road Adcockvale, PE 6001 
Phone 041 374 8426; VOIP 087 147 2451 
Email sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
Ck 97/32984/23 VAT 44601 68273 

 

 

8 July 2022 
 
 
Dear Interested and Affected Party / Organ of State / State Department 
 
RE: NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT – SONTULE CITRUS: 

AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS 
RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

 

As a registered Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) on the database for the above project, you are 
hereby notified of the submission of the Final Scoping Report (FSR) to the competent authority, the 
Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT – Sarah 
Baartman Region) for their decision making. 
 
The FSR has been prepared in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended). A 
comprehensive list of the listed activities which may require Environmental Authorisation is included 
in Chapter Four of the report and are summarised in the attached Executive Summary. 
 

Availability of Information 
The FSR and Appendices can be accessed via the following link: https://publicprocess.co.za/active-
projects/23-sontule-citrus  
 
Please Note:  A copy of the report will be sent to you according to the preferred format 
previously confirmed via email, if your preferred format was not via a link to the website. 
Please inform us if, at any stage, your preferred format changes. 
 
The issues that have been raised to date by I&APs and Organs of State, as well as the responses 
provided, are included in the Comments and Reponses Trail in Chapter Four of the report. Input 
received from I&APs and Organs of State forms an important part of the Scoping Process and assists 
in determining the scope and Terms of Reference for specialist studies, as well as the assessment 
of alternatives to be undertaken in the EIA Phase of the assessment. Chapter Six of the report 
provides an outline of the specialist studies proposed to form part of the EIA Phase of the 
assessment, as well as the aspects that need to be assessed. No comment period is proposed for 
the FSR. 
 

Next Step in the Process 
The competent authority (DEDEAT) must, within 43 days of receipt of the FSR, accept the report 
with or without conditions and advise the applicant to proceed with the tasks contemplated in the 
Plan of Study, for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), or refuse Environmental Authorisation. 
As a registered I&AP you will be notified in writing of the outcome of the decision-making process 
on the FSR. 
 

https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus
https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus
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Should you have any comments or queries regarding the above please do not hesitate to contact 
Sandy Wren, JP Hechter or Emily Whitfield at the contact details above.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
SANDY WREN 
EIA PROJECT LEADER 
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• Letter 6: Email sent to I&APs – Notice of FSR Submission  
From:                                         Emily Whitfield 
Sent:                                           Friday, July 8, 2022 10:39 AM 
Cc:                                               Sandra Wren 
Subject:                                  NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT – SONTULE CITRUS: AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 

632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
Attachments:                        Sontule Citrus - FSR - Executive Summary - final- 8Jul2022.pdf; Sontule - Locality Map - 25Nov2021.jpg; Sontule - FSR - Let6 - final - 

8July2022.pdf 
  
PO Box 27688 Greenacres 6057                                                                                 
120 Diaz Road Adcockvale, PE 6001 
Phone 041 374 8426; VOIP 087 147 2451 
Email sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
Ck 97/32984/23 VAT 44601 68273 
  
8 July 2022 
  
Dear Interested and Affected Party / Organ of State / State Department 
  
RE:          NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT – SONTULE CITRUS: AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, 
SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
  
As a registered Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) on the database for the above project, you are hereby notified of the submission of the Final Scoping Report 
(FSR) to the competent authority, the Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT – Sarah Baartman Region) for their 
decision making. 
  
The FSR has been prepared in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended). A comprehensive list of the listed activities which may require 
Environmental Authorisation is included in Chapter Four of the report and are summarised in the attached Executive Summary. 
  
Availability of Information 
The FSR and Appendices can be accessed via the following link: https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus 
  
Please Note:  A copy of the report will be sent to you according to the preferred format previously confirmed via email, if your preferred format was not via a 
link to the website. Please inform us if, at any stage, your preferred format changes. 
  

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus
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The issues that have been raised to date by I&APs and Organs of State, as well as the responses provided, are included in the Comments and Reponses Trail in 
Chapter Four of the report. Input received from I&APs and Organs of State forms an important part of the Scoping Process and assists in determining the scope 
and Terms of Reference for specialist studies, as well as the assessment of alternatives to be undertaken in the EIA Phase of the assessment. Chapter Six of the 
report provides an outline of the specialist studies proposed to form part of the EIA Phase of the assessment, as well as the aspects that need to be assessed. No 
comment period is proposed for the FSR. 
  
Next Step in the Process 
The competent authority (DEDEAT) must, within 43 days of receipt of the FSR, accept the report with or without conditions and advise the applicant to proceed 
with the tasks contemplated in the Plan of Study, for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), or refuse Environmental Authorisation. As a registered I&AP you will 
be notified in writing of the outcome of the decision-making process on the FSR. 
  
Should you have any comments or queries regarding the above please do not hesitate to contact Sandy Wren, JP Hechter or Emily Whitfield at the contact details 
above. 
  
  
Yours sincerely 

 
SANDY WREN 
EIA PROJECT LEADER 
  
Please Note: A hard copy of this correspondence will not be sent via normal mail. 
  

  
Regards, 
Emily Whitfield (BSc Hons) 
 Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road 
Adcockvale 
Gqeberha 
Phone: 041 374 8426 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Website: www.publicprocess.co.za 
  

 

http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
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• Letter 6: Executive Summary of FSR 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

INTRODUCTION 

The project applicant, Sun Orange Farms (Pty) Ltd, proposes to expand citrus production at their existing operations 

on the Remainder of Farm 632, Sundays River Valley Municipality (SRVM), which measures approximately 459ha 

in extent, hereinafter referred to as Sontule. In order to supply the proposed development with the required irrigation 

water, an irrigation dam is proposed to be constructed with a capacity to store approximately 49 000m3 of water 

(3.18ha footprint) supplied from the LSRWUA canal system. The farm is currently zoned Agriculture I and the area 

to be cultivated, including associated infrastructure, will be determined by the outcome of the various specialist 

assessments forming part of this Full Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment (Scoping and EIA) Process.  

 

The size and location of the new dam, as well as the length and diameters of the irrigation pipelines to be installed 

within the orchards, will be confirmed through the assessment process. No logistical services area is required as 

the applicant will make use of existing support infrastructure (offices, stores, workshops) on the farm to provide 

technical and logistical support. 

 

In terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), published in GN R326, 327, 325 and 324, promulgated 

under Chapter Five of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) (NEMAA), and published in 

Government Gazette 40772 on the 7 April 2017, the project requires full Scoping and Environmental Impact 

Assessment (Scoping and EIA), prior to the commencement of any activities on the site due to, amongst others, 

activities listed in Listing Notice 2 (GN R325), namely: 

 

“15. The clearance of an area of 20 hectares or more of indigenous vegetation, excluding where such clearance of 

indigenous vegetation is required for -…” 

 

At this stage of the assessment process a cautious approach has been adopted towards the identification of listed 

activities, and where there is uncertainty as to whether a listed activity applies to this project, it has been included. 

The following listed activities potentially require Environmental Authorisation:  

• Listing Notice 1 (GN R327): 12. (ii) (a) (c); 19; 24. (ii)  

• Listing Notice 3 (GN R324): 12. a. i. 

Chapter Four of this report provides details of the listed activities which require Environmental Authorisation. The 

project applicant has appointed Public Process Consultants as the independent Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner (EAP) to undertake the Scoping and EIA for the project. The competent authority who must consider 

and decide upon this application is the Provincial Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and 

Tourism (DEDEAT), Sarah Baartman Region. 

 

Subject to the outcome of the assessment process, specialist studies, technical input and consultation process, the 

project applicant, Sun Orange Farms (Pty) Ltd, intends to expand their existing agricultural activities in line with the 

agricultural potential of the land for the establishment of citrus orchards. Sontule measures ~459ha in extent and is 

currently zoned Agriculture I. Sontule is an existing working citrus farm and approximately 133ha of the farm has 

been transformed for citrus orchards and associated infrastructure (dam, logistical services area, roads and lay 

down areas). In addition, ~4ha of the farm has been transformed to accommodate an airstrip and associated 

infrastructure. The area proposed for expansion of agriculture, including associated infrastructure, will be informed 

by the various specialist assessments, consultation process and technical input forming part of this Scoping and 

EIA Process. 

 

The proposed agricultural expansion on Sontule can be divided into the following phases, which are outlined in 

more detail in the sections below: 

• Preconstruction 

• Construction 

• Operational 

 

Preconstruction Phase 
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The fruit proposed to be produced on site is predominantly for international markets, with some of the fruit to be 

processed (juiced) or sold to local markets. In order to meet the requirements of export stock, seed (the foundation 

block seed) is required to be booked and purchased from a certified agency, the Citrus Foundation. This is booked 

approximately two years in advance in order to secure the seed, which includes a financial deposit.   

 

The seed is provided to a certified nursery for a two year grow-out period, during which the seeds are germinated, 

and the seedlings grown to sapling stage. Meticulous coordination is required between the Citrus Foundation for 

the purchase of the seed, the nursery for grow-out, and the citrus producer, in order to meet contractual obligations 

for harvesting and export of the crop.  This is an on-going process, which is carefully timed and coordinated to allow 

the development of the site to take place seamlessly over the development timeframe proposed by the applicant. 

 

The preconstruction phase for securing the foundation block seed and growing of the saplings occurs prior to, and 

in parallel with, site preparation which is outlined below. 

 

Construction Phase  

The project will entail the clearing of vegetation, levelling of the site, construction of laydown areas, and the 

installation of the drip irrigation system, as well as the establishment of the bulk irrigation infrastructure (i.e., water 

transfer pipeline, dam), prior to the planting of the saplings. Once the site is prepared, citrus orchards will be 

established (refer to the operational phase of the development). It is anticipated that vegetation clearing, 

landscaping, site preparation and planting will be done both by hand and with the aid of suitable earth moving 

equipment (excavators, bulldozers, TLBs). No workers’ accommodation will be provided on site during the 

construction phase. 

 

Site preparation will entail the following activities on site: 

• Clearing of indigenous vegetation; 

• Landscaping and levelling the site for citrus orchards, as well as to provide runoff control and stormwater 

management; 

• Establishment of internal unpaved service roads and laydown areas; 

• Construction of the new irrigation water storage dam 

• Installation of irrigation water transfer pipes between the new and existing dams; 

• Installation of internal water reticulation;  

• Planting of orchards; 

• Erection of nets (shade cloth). 

 

Site preparation takes approximately a year to complete (dependant on the size of the site) but must be completed 

to coincide with the planting season, which occurs annually between September to March.  

 

Operational Phase  

Once the site is suitably prepared, the area will be utilised for the establishment of citrus orchards for predominantly 

international markets, with some fruit being sent for processing (juicing) or sold to local markets.  

Equipment required for the new operations will be stored in existing sheds / warehouses on Sontule. The following 

operational phase activities are associated with the project: 

• Water for the development will be supplied from the LSRWUA canals which will be reticulated from the existing 

balancing dam to the new proposed balancing dam and then into the orchards. 

• It is anticipated that a number of additional seasonal and permanent employment opportunities will be created 

by the project. 

 

For more detail regarding the project description see Chapter Two of the Report. 

 

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 

Sontule is adjacent to eleven properties, The majority of the adjacent farms to the north, west and east have been 

transformed to support agriculture. The farms to the south are predominantly untransformed with the vegetation 

being largely intact near-natural, although some modification such as cut lines, vehicle tracks and a shooting range 

are evident.  
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The site visit and preliminary input from the terrestrial biodiversity specialist, confirmed that the vegetation on 

Sontule is predominantly Sundays Valley Thicket. The condition of the vegetation on Sontule is considered to be 

relatively intact with some degradation in some areas. Although there are some cutlines, vehicle tracks, and 

encroachment by Opuntia ficus indica, O. aurantiaca and Cynodon dactylon. A central and eastern section of the 

farm has been transformed for existing citrus orchards and associated infrastructure, as well as an airstrip (~133ha).  

 

A site visit on the 22 August 2019 and review of the relevant aerial imagery, as well as the NFEPA planning 

framework, have assisted in the identification of aquatic features in the vicinity. In terms of NFEPA wetlands & NBA 

Wetland mapping resources, three Channelled Valley-bottom wetlands and one Unchanneled Valley-bottom 

wetland have been identified within 500m of the northern boundary of the property (see Map 3.3 &3.4). The three 

Channelled Valley-bottom wetlands located to the north of the farm are associated with the Sundays River. 

According to the ECBCP 2019 mapping resources several drainage lines occur on the site, flowing in a north-south 

direction. An Unchanneled Valley-bottom Wetland has been identified adjacent to the north-eastern boundary of the 

property. The presence and extent of aquatic features on Sontule will be assessed by an aquatic biodiversity 

specialist during the EIA phase of the assessment. 

 

These onsite observations were supplemented by the review of relevant aerial imagery and planning frameworks 

for Sontule and are subject to assessment by a terrestrial biodiversity, and an aquatic biodiversity specialist during 

the EIA Phase of the assessment. 

 

For further information regarding the affected environment see Chapter Three of the Report. 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

This Scoping and EIA Process is being implemented in four phases, the details of which are outlined in Chapter 

Four of this report: 

• Pre-Application Scoping Phase  

• Application and Scoping Phase (WE ARE HERE) 

• Environmental Impact Assessment Phase 

• Decision Making and Appeal Period 

 

The following activities have been undertaken during the Scoping Process: 

• Project Announcement and Registration of I&APs (30 days) 

• Additional Project Announcement and Registration of I&APs (30 days) 

• Draft Consultation Scoping Report (CSR) Review (30 days)  

• Draft Consultation Scoping Report (CSR) Additional Information - Supplementary Comment Period (30 days) – 

partly in parallel to the review of the Draft CSR 

• Submission of Application form for Environmental Authorisation to DEDEAT 

• Consultation Scoping Report Review (30 days)  

 

Public Process Consultants has been appointed as the independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) 

to conduct the Scoping and EIA, including Public Participation for the proposed development. Notice of Intention to 

commence with Scoping and EIA, dated 21 August 2019, was submitted to the competent authority, DEDEAT, 

Sarah Baartman Region as well as all identified Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) and affected/juristic Organs 

of State and State Departments. 

 

Subsequent to the initiation of the assessment process, it was determined that an existing Environmental 

Authorisation had been issued for agricultural development on RE/632, dated 13 February 2002 (Reference: 

EC06/2d/96-01). Therefore, DEDEAT requested that a compliance audit be undertaken for the site to determine 

any instances of non-compliance. Due to the delay that occurred as a result of undertaking the compliance audit, 

as well as to accommodate certain legislative changes that occurred in the interim, the assessment process was 

re-initiated and an additional Project Announcement and Registration comment period was provided. Therefore, the 

competent authority as well as all I&APs and Organs of State on the project database were again notified of the 

intention to commence the assessment process on 23 September 2021.   
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As part of the Pre-Application Phase, a Draft CSR was released to I&APs, including affected/ Juristic Organs of 

State and State Departments, for a 30-day comment period which extended from 8 December 2021 to 31 January 

2022. Based on input received from an adjacent landowner, through his legal advisor/ representative, during the 

Draft CSR Review period, a decision was made to provide Additional Information that was requested, relating to the 

Environmental Audit undertaken on Sontule, for a supplementary comment period. While an additional 30 days was 

provided for the Supplementary Comment period, a portion of this comment period ran in parallel to the Draft 

Consultation Scoping Report Comment Period (24 January to 23 February 2022).  

 

In order to commence the legislated portion of the Scoping and EIA process, an Application Form for Environmental 

Authorisation in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended) was prepared and submitted to the 

competent authority prior to the release of the Consultation Scoping Report (CSR) for the legislated 30-day 

consultation period. All registered I&APs were notified in writing of the release of the CSR for the legislated 30-day 

comment period which extended from 3 June 2022 to 4 July 2022. 

 

The Final Scoping Report (FSR), together with the Plan of Study (PoS) for EIA, has been prepared for submission 

to the Provincial DEDEAT for their decision-making, within 44 days of submission of the Application Form. The FSR 

includes all the comments received from I&APs during Pre-Application (project announcement and Draft CSR), as 

well as Application Phase of the assessment (CSR). Should DEDEAT accept the Scoping Report and approve the 

PoS for EIA, the assessment process will enter into the EIA Phase. 

 

For further detail regarding the Scoping Phase of the assessment process, including Public Participation as well as 

the Comments and Responses Trail, see Chapter Four of the Report. For further detail regarding the Plan of Study 

(PoS) for EIA, see Chapter Six of the Report. 

 

Identification of Issues 

Issues and concerns identified for inclusion in the Scoping Report that require specialist assessment in the EIA 

phase have been identified using the following methods: 

• A Site Visit. 

• Preliminary input from specialists. 

• Desktop review of regional planning documentation and frameworks. 

• Scoping of issues and concerns with I&APs, including authorities and affected/ juristic Organs of State and State 

Departments, through correspondence received (emails, comment forms) and meetings held in response to the 

project announcement, the Draft CSR and Additional Information. 

 

Based on issues identified thus far in the process, the table below indicates the specialist studies/ input required for 

the EIA Phase of the Assessment Process: 

Specialist Study Broad Scope of Assessment Proposed Specialist 

Terrestrial 

Biodiversity Impact 

Assessment 

An assessment of the potential impacts on vegetation and fauna 

(desktop), as well as the delineation of sensitive or other areas to 

be set aside for biodiversity conservation (No-Go areas). To 

determine the Present Ecological State of the site and confirm the 

mapping of CBAs and ESAs, as included in various biodiversity 

planning frameworks (e.g. ECBCP, SRVM BSP and VegMap 

mapping resources). To provide recommendations for 

management/ mitigation of residual impacts. 

Mr Jamie Pote, 
Terrestrial Biodiversity 

Specialist  

Aquatic Biodiversity 

Impact Assessment 

An assessment of the potential impacts on aquatic features 

identified on the site and within a 500m radius, including wetlands 

and watercourses and the determination of suitable buffer zones. 

To provide recommendations for management/ mitigation of 

residual impacts 

Ms Jaclyn Smith, JS 

Environmental 

Consulting  

Phase 1 

Paleontological 

Impact Assessment 

To determine palaeontological features on site and the impact of 

the proposed development thereon. To provide recommendations 

for management/ mitigation of residual impacts. 

Dr John Almond, 

Natura Viva 

Phase 1 

Archaeological 

Impact Assessment 

To determine archaeological features on site and assess the 

potential impacts on these features. To provide recommendations 

for management/ mitigation of residual impacts. 

 

 Dr Johan Binneman 

and Kobus Reichert, 

Eastern Cape Heritage 

Consultants 



 

Appendix E       E.9 

Soil Suitability 

Assessment 

To determine the agricultural potential of the soils for citrus 

production and provide amelioration measures for soil limiting 

factors. Desktop slope analysis. 

Bruno Herrmann, 

Agrimotion Consulting 

Traffic Impact 

Assessment 

To determine the impact of additional trip generation on the public 

road network, as well as the suitability of the existing access point 

to accommodate the additional generated traffic from operational 

and traffic safety perspectives. 

Cary Hastie, 

Engineering Advice and 

Services 

Visual Impact 

Assessment 

To determine the potential effect of the proposed agricultural 

expansion on the visual environment and sense of place of the 

study area. 

Graham A Young, 

Graham A Young 

Landscape Architect 

TECHNICAL TEAM 

Irrigation 

Infrastructure and 

planting plan design 

To estimate the quantity of water required for irrigation. To confirm 

associated irrigation infrastructure (including drip/ micro irrigation) 

layout, including pipe diameters and length, as well as the footprint 

and storage capacity of the proposed new dam. 

Louis Grobler, CFT 

Irrigation Solutions 

 

The full specialist Terms of Reference (ToR) are contained in Chapter Six of the Report. In instances where the 

EAP does not agree with the Screening Tool Report with regards to the identification of certain specialist studies, 

motivation has been included in Chapter Six of the report for the exclusion of those particular studies. The results 

of the specialist studies and other relevant project information will be incorporated in the Draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report (Draft EIA Report). 

  

Current Stage in the Process 

The project is currently at the stage where he FSR is being submitted to DEDEAT for their decision-making. No 

comment period is proposed for the FSR. The Plan of Study for the EIA is included in Chapter Six of this report, 

which outlines the consultation process proposed for the EIA phase of this assessment.  
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• Letter 6: Locality Map 
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• Letter 6: Copies of FSR Emailed to Mr Sello Mokhanya – Eastern Cape Heritage Resources Agency 
From:                                         Emily Whitfield 
Sent:                                           Friday, July 8, 2022 10:57 AM 
To:                                               smokhanya@ecphra.org.za 
Subject:                                 Email 3 of 3: NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT – SONTULE CITRUS: AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF 

FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
Attachments:                       Sontule Citrus - FSR - Appendices Merged - final - Jul2022_compressed-208-318.pdf 
  
Email 3 of 3 
  
Thank you. 
  
  

Regards, 
Emily Whitfield (BSc Hons) 
 Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road 
Adcockvale 
Gqeberha 
Phone: 041 374 8426 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Website: www.publicprocess.co.za 
  

  
From: Emily Whitfield 
Sent: Friday, July 8, 2022 10:56 AM 
To: smokhanya@ecphra.org.za 
Subject: Email 2 of 3: NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT – SONTULE CITRUS: AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, 
SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
  
Email 2 of 3 … 
  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
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Regards, 
Emily Whitfield (BSc Hons) 
 Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road 
Adcockvale 
Gqeberha 
Phone: 041 374 8426 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Website: www.publicprocess.co.za 
  

 From: Emily Whitfield 
Sent: Friday, July 8, 2022 10:52 AM 
To: smokhanya@ecphra.org.za 
Subject: Email 1 of 3: NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT – SONTULE CITRUS: AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, 
SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
  
Email 1 of 3… 
  
PO Box 27688 Greenacres 6057                                                                        
120 Diaz Road Adcockvale, PE 6001 
Phone 041 374 8426; VOIP 087 147 2451 
Email sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
Ck 97/32984/23 VAT 44601 68273 
  
8 July 2022 
  
Dear Mr Mokhanya 
  
RE: NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT – SONTULE CITRUS: AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 

632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
  
As a registered Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) on the database for the above project, you are hereby notified of the submission of the Final Scoping Report 
(FSR) to the competent authority, the Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT – Sarah Baartman Region) for 
their decision making. 
  
The FSR has been prepared in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended). A comprehensive list of the listed activities which may require 
Environmental Authorisation is included in Chapter Four of the report and are summarised in the attached Executive Summary. 
  

http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
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Availability of Information 
Please find attached a copy of the FSR and Appendices which can also be accessed via the following link: https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-
sontule-citrus 
  
  
The issues that have been raised to date by I&APs and Organs of State, as well as the responses provided, are included in the Comments and Reponses 
Trail in Chapter Four of the report. Input received from I&APs and Organs of State forms an important part of the Scoping Process and assists in determining 
the scope and Terms of Reference for specialist studies, as well as the assessment of alternatives to be undertaken in the EIA Phase of the assessment. 
Chapter Six of the report provides an outline of the specialist studies proposed to form part of the EIA Phase of the assessment, as well as the aspects that 
need to be assessed. No comment period is proposed for the FSR. 
  

Next Step in the Process 
The competent authority (DEDEAT) must, within 43 days of receipt of the FSR, accept the report with or without conditions and advise the applicant to 
proceed with the tasks contemplated in the Plan of Study, for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), or refuse Environmental Authorisation. As a registered 
I&AP you will be notified in writing of the outcome of the decision-making process on the FSR. 
  
Should you have any comments or queries regarding the above please do not hesitate to contact Sandy Wren, JP Hechter or Emily Whitfield at the contact 
details above. 
  
  
Yours sincerely 

 
SANDY WREN 
EIA PROJECT LEADER 
  
Please Note: A hard copy of this correspondence will not be sent via normal mail. 
  
  

Regards, 
Emily Whitfield (BSc Hons) 
 Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road 
Adcockvale 
Gqeberha 
Phone: 041 374 8426 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Website: www.publicprocess.co.za  

https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus
https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus
http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
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• Letter 6: Copies of FSR sent via WeTransfer to Howard Blane, Angelina 
Shalang and Xolisa Songcaka – ESKOM 
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Appendix E       E.16 

Notification of the Draft EIA & EMPr Report Comment Period 

• Letter 7: Notice of the Draft EIA Report Comment Period to I&APs 
From:                                      Emily Whitfield 
Sent:                                       Thursday, 08 September 2022 09:27 
Cc:                                           Sandra Wren 
Subject:                                  NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD: DRAFT EIA REPORT and EMPr: SONTULE CITRUS: 

AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS 
RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

Attachments:                        Sontule - Draft EIA - Comment Form - final - 5Sept2022.pdf; Sontule Citrus - Draft EIA 
- Executive Summary - final - Sep2022.pdf 

PO Box 27688 Greenacres 6057                                                                        
120 Diaz Road Adcockvale, PE 6001 
Phone 041 374 8426; VOIP 087 147 2451 
Email sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
Ck 97/32984/23 VAT 44601 68273 
  
8 September 2022 
Dear Interested and Affected Party / Organ of State / State Department 
  
RE: NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD: DRAFT EIA REPORT and EMPr: SONTULE CITRUS: 

AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER 
VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

  
As a registered Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) on the database for the above project, you are hereby notified 
of the release of the Draft EIA Report (Draft EIA) and Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) for a 
legislated 32-day comment period, extending from the 8 September 2022 to 10 October 2022. 

The Draft EIA Report has been prepared in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended). 
Specialist Studies that have been undertaken as part of this assessment are included in Chapters Six to 
Twelve and the assessment of alternatives is outlined in Chapter Five of this report. 

Availability of Information 
To assist you with the submission of any comments you may have on the Draft EIA Report, please find 
attached to this correspondence, an Executive Summary of the Draft EIA Report, and a Comment Form. 
The Draft EIA Report including Appendices and Draft EMPr can be accessed via the following 

link: https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus 

Please Note: If your preferred format was not via a link to the website, a copy of the report will be sent 
to you according to the preferred format previously confirmed via email. Please inform us if, at any 
stage, your preferred format changes. 

You are required to submit any comments that you may have on the Draft EIA by the 10 October 2022, to the 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner, contact details above. 

Next Step in the Process 
The next step in the process entails the incorporation of the comments received from I&APs during this 
comment period, into the Final EIA Report, which will then be submitted to the competent authority, the 
Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT), Sarah Baartman 
Region, for their decision making. As a registered I&AP on the project database you will be notified in writing 
of the submission of the Final EIA Report to the competent authority. 
  
Should you have any comments or queries regarding the above please do not hesitate to contact Sandy Wren, 
JP Hechter, Emily Whitfield or Geena Pringle at the contact details above. 
  
We look forward to your participation in this stage of the process. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
SANDY WREN 
EIA PROJECT LEADER  

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus
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Letter 7: Comment Form to I&APs 
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Letter 7: Executive Summary 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

PROJECT BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW 
The project applicant, Sun Orange Farms (Pty) Ltd, proposes to expand citrus production at their existing operations on the 
Remainder of Farm 632, Sundays River Valley Municipality (SRVM), which measures approximately 459ha in extent, hereinafter 
referred to as Sontule. In order to supply the proposed development with the required irrigation water, an irrigation dam is 
proposed to be constructed with a storage capacity of approximately 49 000m3 (3.7ha footprint). The farm is currently zoned 
Agriculture I and the area to be cultivated, including associated infrastructure, has been determined by the outcome of the 
various specialist assessments forming part of this Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment (Scoping and EIA) Process.   
 
Irrigation water for the development is proposed to be supplied from the LSRWUA canal system via an existing dam on the farm 
and conveyed into the proposed new balancing dam via a ø 315mm uPVC pipeline of approximately 1.4km in length. Irrigation 
water will be supplied from the new dam with uPVC pipes varying in internal diameter between 250mm and 315mm. Additionally, 
irrigation water will be reticulated within the orchards via a network of underground PVC irrigation pipes and valves, with varying 
internal diameters (between ø60mm and ø160mm). No logistical services area is required as the applicant will make use of 
existing support infrastructure (offices, stores, workshops) on the farm to provide technical and logistical support. 
 
The Farm Sontule is located ~11km south-east of Kirkwood and ~12km west of Addo (as the crow flies), in the SRVM. The farm 
can be directly accessed off the tarred R336 (Kirkwood/ Addo Road) which is adjacent to the northern boundary of the farm. 
The nearest boundary of the Addo Elephant National Park is located more than 11km east of the farm and therefore, project 
activities proposed to take place on this property do not trigger listed activities which would require the assessment of impacts 
on the National Park. 
 
A detailed project description is provided in Chapter Two of the EIA report. 
 
In terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), published in GN R326, 327, 325 and 324, promulgated under 
Chapter Five of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) (NEMAA), and published in Government Gazette 
40772 on the 7 April 2017, the project requires full Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment (Scoping and EIA), prior to 
the commencement of any activities on the site due to, amongst others, activities listed in Listing Notice 2 (GN R325) , namely: 
 
“15. The clearance of an area of 20 hectares or more of indigenous vegetation, excluding where such clearance of indigenous 
vegetation is required for -…” 
 
OVERVIEW OF THE EIA PROCESS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
This Draft EIA has been preceded by a comprehensive Scoping Process with the Final Scoping Report (FSR), including the 
Plan of Study for EIA, being submitted to the Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism 
(DEDEAT) on the 08 July 2022. On 22 August 2022 acceptance of the FSR and approval of the Plan of Study for EIA was 
received from the DEDEAT. This marked the end of the Scoping Phase of the EIA Process. The project then moved into the 
EIA Phase of the assessment. 
 
Separate specialist assessments to address the key issues identified during the Scoping Process, are outlined below: 

• Biophysical (Biological and Physical) site assessment including the undertaking of a Terrestrial and Aquatic Biodiversity 
Impact Assessments to: 
o Identify potential project related impacts on natural vegetation and faunal habitat associated with the area under 

assessment. 
o Conduct an aquatic survey to identify and map aquatic features associated with the area under assessment, if any. 
o Assign suitable buffers for aquatic features identified, if any. 
o Provide comment on the potential impact of the proposed development on Aquatic and Terrestrial Critical Biodiversity 

Areas (CBAs), as identified in the Eastern Cape Biodiversity Conservation Plan (ECBCP). 
o Allow for the determination of suitable buffers associated with meeting biodiversity conservation targets specific to the 

vegetation types associated with the area under assessment, and in line with those targets indicated by the relevant 
planning frameworks for the area. 

• The undertaking of a Phase 1 Paleontological and Phase 1 Archaeological Impact Assessment to identify heritage resources, 
materials and artefacts that occur within the area under assessment and recommendations regarding the conservation 
thereof. 

• The undertaking of a Traffic Impact Assessment to determine the impact of the additional trip generation and the suitability 
of the proposed access point to ensure safe access and egress from the site. 
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• The undertaking of a Soil Suitability Assessment in the form of a Land Capability Study, to determine the suitability of the 
soil for the establishment of citrus orchards, including slope analysis of the site, to inform the proposed layout. 

• The undertaking of a Visual Impact Assessment to determine the potential effect on the visual environment and sense of 
place of the study area. 

The primary objective of EIA Phase of the assessment is to present to I&APs and affected/ Juristic Organs of State and State 
Departments an overview of the predicted impacts, proposed mitigation measures (both positive and negative), closure 
outcomes, residual impacts of the activity and management actions required to avoid or mitigate the negative impacts; or 
enhance the positive impacts of the project. This report is being released for a 32-day I&AP review period to enable the 
authorities and I&APs to provide input and comment before the report is finalised and submitted to the DEDEAT for their decision-
making. The comment period for the Draft EIA Report extends from the 8 September 2022 to the 10 October 2022.  A copy of 
the Draft EIA Report and EMPr can be downloaded from the website www.publicprocess.co.za.  
 
For further details on the EIA Process and Public Participation see Chapter Four of the EIA Report. 
 
A summary of the identified impacts and recommended mitigation measures from each specialist study is outlined in the relevant 
sections below. 
 
ECOLOGICAL IMPACTS AND RECOMMENDED MITIGATION 
Terrestrial Biodiversity 
The following table provides a summary of the key direct and indirect impacts associated with the development. Only impacts 
that are rated as having a potential Medium to High or Very High negative impact are listed below: 

Development 
phase 

Impact type Impact 

Rating 

Without 
mitigation 

With 
mitigation 

Construction: Direct: Loss of vegetation due to clearing Medium (-) Low (-) 

  

Loss of ESA due to clearing Medium (-) Low (-) 

  

Loss of flora and fauna species of 
special concern during vegetation 
clearing 

Medium (-) Low (-) 

  Fragmentation of natural habitat due to 
clearing 

Medium (-) Low (-) 

  

Loss of flora and faunal habitat due to 
clearing 

Medium (-) Low (-) 

Operational: Direct: Fragmentation of natural habitat Medium (-) Low (-) 

  

Loss of flora & fauna habitat Medium (-) Low (-) 

 

Indirect Loss of flora and fauna SCC due to 
poaching / illegal harvesting 

Medium (-) Low (-) 

The following recommendations are made with regards to the mitigation and management of impacts on vegetation: 

• Connectivity must be maintained along the watercourses and adjacent slopes, neither of which are suited to citrus orchards. 

• Ecological connectivity will be partly retained between the recommended ecological corridors and the surrounding 
undeveloped farms to the east, west and south; however, perimeter security fencing will restrict free movement of certain 
faunal groups (larger mammals and tortoises). Faunal movement between corridors on the east and west side of the farm 
portion will also be impeded by citrus orchards (existing and proposed). Recommended solutions would be to retain a 
vegetated strip (± 50 m wide) along the western and southern boundary.  

• No species of conservation concern having an Endangered, Critically Endangered or Vulnerable status were recorded 
during the site visit. 

• Permits are required to be obtained from DFFE for the removal / damage to tree species protected in terms of the National 
Forests Act (Act No. 84 of 1998). 

http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
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• Several flora species are present that are generally more widespread and not under threat but are protected in terms of the 
Provincial Nature Conservation Ordinance. Similarly, several protected faunal species are also likely present. A flora and 
fauna search and rescue will enable these species to be identified and relocated before any vegetation clearing commences. 
 
 

 
Aquatic Biodiversity Features (Artificial and Natural) 
The site assessment confirmed that there are a number of non-perennial tributaries falling with the project area. These non-
perennial tributaries likely historically drained into the perennial Sundays River system, however, there has been complete 
alteration/disconnection of the non-perennial tributaries falling within the project footprint and the Sundays River. Drainage lines 
appear more pronounced at their source where they are at a steeper gradient (and erosion is also present) and become less 
pronounced further downslope where the gradient becomes gentler, with the dispersion of potential flow more extensive and 
uneven making definite drainage paths difficult to detail. No natural wetlands were identified on the property under assessment, 
and a number of water storage dams occur within and surrounding the project footprint. The following table provides a summary 
of the key direct and indirect impacts associated with the development.  Only impacts that are rated as having a potential Medium 
to High or Very High negative impact are listed below: 
 

Development 
phase 

Impact type Impact 

Rating 

Without 
mitigation 

With 
mitigation 

Planning and 
Design: 

Direct: Loss of riparian habitat at watercourse 
crossings and habitat around the dams. 

Medium (-) Low (-) 

 Indirect: Potential pollution of ground and 
surface water. 

Medium (-) Low or Very 
Low (-) 

Construction Direct: Loss of riparian habitat at watercourse 
crossings and habitat around the dams 

Medium to 
Low (-)  

Low (-) 

 Indirect: Changes to hydrological regimes of the 
non-perennial rivers and drainage lines. 

Medium (-) Low (-) 

 Indirect: Potential pollution of all water 
resources within and surrounding the 
development footprint.  

Medium (-) Low to Very 
Low (-) 

 Indirect: Increase in sedimentation and turbidity 
levels of instream habitats (non-
perennial rivers and drainage lines). 

Medium (-) Low (-) 

Operational: Direct: Loss of and alteration of riparian habitat Medium (-) Low (-) 

 

Indirect: Changes to the hydrological regime of 
the watercourses affected by the 
development proposals. 

Medium (-) Low (-) 

 Indirect: Increase in sedimentation and turbidity 
levels of surrounding watercourses and 
increase in the potential for erosion. 

Medium (-) Very Low  

(-) 

 Indirect: Potential pollution of all water 
resources within and surrounding the 
development footprint. 

Medium (-) Low (-) 

 
The following recommendations are made with regards to the mitigation and management of impacts on Aquatic features: 

• Appropriate stormwater protection measures should be incorporated around structures crossing watercourses 

• Stormwater management and management of potential runoff as a result of irrigation must be in place. This could be in the 
form of berms or swales to capture and attenuate the runoff.   

• A rehabilitation and alien vegetation management plan must be developed for implementation  
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• Construction work within areas associated with the pipeline crossings should be short-term with disturbed areas 
rehabilitated as soon as construction is complete to reduce the possibility of erosion of the areas and resultant sedimentation 
of the watercourses 

• The proposed water storage dam and any other storage facilities should be lined and designed in such a way that prevents 
contamination of surrounding ground and surface water 

• Prevent clearing to no more than the minimum width required 

• All hazardous substances and hazardous waste (if any) must be stored in existing impermeable structures placed at the 
logistical services area 

• Temporary stormwater and erosion control infrastructure must be put in place and monitored during the construction phase 
 
All of the Biophysical impacts (vegetation, faunal and aquatic) that have been rated as having a potential Medium to High 
Negative impact can be mitigated to Medium or Low Negative or Neutral. For further information on the Ecological Impact 
Assessment and the Aquatic Impact Assessment see Chapters Six and Seven, respectively of the EIA Report. 
 
HERITAGE IMPACTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Archaeological  
The main impact on archaeological sites/remains (if any) will be the physical disturbance of the material and its context. The 
clearing of the vegetation may expose, disturb and displace archaeological sites/material. However, from the investigation it 
would appear that the proposed areas earmarked for development are of low archaeological sensitivity. The Middle Stone Age 
stone tools observed in the area to be developed are considered to be of low cultural significance, because they are in 
secondary context and not associated with any other archaeological remains. Notwithstanding, important materials may be 
covered by soil and vegetation.  There are no known graves or buildings older than 60 years on the area surveyed.  The potential 
impact on buried pre-colonial archaeology sites/remains during the proposed development has been rated as Low Negative (-
) before mitigation and Neutral (0) after mitigation. The cumulative impact of the developments therefore does not change the 
overall impact rating of Low Negative(-). 
 
Palaeontological  
Given (1) the small (partially disturbed) footprint of the proposed agricultural expansion, (2) the likely deeply weathered condition 
of the underlying Mesozoic bedrocks near-surface, as well as (3) the low palaeontological sensitivity of the overlying superficial 
sediments, the palaeontological heritage impact significance of all components of the proposed agricultural expansion is 
assessed as LOW (negative) without mitigation. Current impacts on palaeontological heritage within the wider project area 
involve on-going destruction of newly exposed fossils by natural weathering and erosion processes (Impacts due to farming 
activities or illegal fossil collection here are likely to be negligible).  
 
Of the fossils found on the Remainder of Farm 632, no fossil sites lie within the project footprint and therefore no mitigation 
measures are recommended in this regard. Thus, there are no objections on palaeontological heritage grounds to authorisation 
of the proposed Sontule Citrus agricultural development. No further palaeontological heritage studies or specialist mitigation are 
required for the proposed developments, pending the potential discovery or exposure of any significant fossil remains (e.g. 
vertebrate bones and teeth, large blocks of petrified wood, shelly fossil horizons) during the construction phase.  
 
The following actions are recommended:  

• Although it would seem unlikely that any significant archaeological remains will be exposed during the development, there 
is always a possibility that human remains and/or other archaeological remains such as freshwater shell middens and 
historical material may be uncovered during the development.  Should such material be exposed during construction, all 
work must cease in the immediate area (depending on the type of find) and it must be reported to the archaeologist at the 
Albany Museum in Makhanda (Grahamstown) (Tel: 046 6222 312) or to the Eastern Cape Provincial Heritage Resources 
Authority (Tel: 043 7450 888), so that a systematic and professional investigation can be undertaken.   

• All clearing activities and other developments must be monitored. Managers/foremen should be informed before 
clearing/construction starts on the possible types of heritage sites and cultural material they may encounter and the 
procedures to follow when they find sites.  

• Should fossil remains such as bones, shells or petrified wood be discovered during construction, these should be 
safeguarded (preferably in situ) and the ECO should alert the Eastern Cape Provincial Heritage Resources Authority 
(ECPHRA. Contact details: Mr Sello Mokhanya, 74 Alexander Road, King Williams Town 5600; Email: 
smokhanya@ecphra.org.za). This is so that appropriate mitigation (e.g. recording, sampling or collection) can be taken by 
a professional palaeontologist The specialist involved would require a collection permit from ECPHRA.  Fossil material must 
be curated in an approved repository (e.g. museum or university collection) and all fieldwork and reports should meet the 
minimum standards for palaeontological impact studies developed by SAHRA (2013). 

 



 

Appendix E       E.22 

For further information on the Heritage Impact Assessment see Chapters Nine (Archeology) and Ten (Paleontology) of the EIA 
Report. 
 
 
TRAFFIC IMPACTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
The following conclusions can be drawn from the traffic specialist study: 

• Access to the proposed orchard expansion can be provided directly from MR00471 (R336) via the existing access point at 
km 34.700; and 

• A total of between 6 and 8 trips per day during the harvesting season (equating to between 604 and 756 trips per harvesting 
season) will be generated during the operational phase of the full development. This will result in a 1% increase in traffic 
per day for the R336.  

• The impacts will have minimal impact on the operational capacity of the adjacent road network should regular maintenance 
be conducted. 

The table below provides a summary of the key direct and indirect impacts associated with the development that have been 
identified by the traffic specialist. Only impacts that are rated as having a potential Medium to High or Very High negative impact 
are listed below: 

Development Phase Impact 

Rating 

Without 
mitigation 

With 
mitigation 

Construction Additional traffic volumes Medium (-) Low (-) 

Construction 
Traffic Safety Impact due to 
slow moving traffic 

High (-) Medium (-) 

Operational  
Traffic safety due to additional 
traffic 

High (-) Medium (-) 

Operational  
Deterioration of Public Road 
Network 

Medium (-) Low (-) 

Operational 
Generation of Dust on Gravel 
Access Road 

Medium (-) Neutral (o) 

In view of the findings of this study, it is recommended that: 

• This TIA be approved by SANRAL SOC; 

• Access to the proposed development be gained via the existing access point at km 34.700 on MR00471 (R336) as indicated 
on Figure 2 (in Chapter Eleven); and 

• Suitable warning signage be erected on the approaches to the access point as indicated on Figure 2 (in Chapter Eleven). 
 
For further information on the Traffic Impact Assessment see Chapter Eleven of the EIA Report. 
 
VISUAL IMPACTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
The Project's visual impact will cause changes in the landscape that are noticeable to receptors living in and visiting residences, 
tourist areas, and public roads to the south, north and east of the project site. It has been established that the most sensitive 
receptors are visitors to and residents of the property immediately to the south of the site. Tourism (hunting and a small guest 
lodge) and sporting (long-range target shooting) activities occur here. However, views from the property towards the project 
activities already contain features associated with citrus production and the ever-increasing establishment of shade cloth 
structure, thus reducing the significance of the potential visual impact of the proposed Sontule project. 
 
The significance of the worst-case scenario impact on the various sensitive receptor areas during the Construction Phase is a 
direct negative impact that is partially reversible (should the project not proceed to the Operational Phase). The impact is 
predicted to be Medium Negative (-), i.e. the impact/risk will result in a moderate alteration of the environment where the 
environment continues to function but in a modified manner. It will have an influence on decision-making if not mitigated. The 
impact can be reduced with the implementation of the appropriate mitigation measures, but the significance of the impact is 
likely to remain Medium (-). 
 
During the Operational Phase, a direct, partially reversible (should the shade cloth structures be removed) negative impact is 
predicted. The long-term impact is assessed as Medium Negative (-), i.e. the impact/risk will result in a moderate alteration of 
the environment where the environment continues to function but in a modified manner. The impact would remain Medium (-) 
even with the effective implementation of mitigation measures. 
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When taken together with the negative impacts of existing citrus orchards under shade cloth, which occur across the study area 
and the sub-region, the negative cumulative effect would remain Medium Negative (-). However, the proposed Sontule project 
would not appear uncharacteristic when set against the visual attributes of the site’s immediate surroundings and the dominant 
land use of the sub-region. 
 
The following recommendations of significance have been provided by the visual specialist: 

• Establish a 50m buffer zone of indigenous vegetation along the southern boundary and a 10m buffer along the site’s western 
edge. 

• Natural colours (i.e., green or brown) to be used for side walls of the shade cloth. 

• Maintain shade cloth in a good condition. 
o Regular checks should be undertaken for damaged, tears or flapping shade cloth and must be repaired as soon as 

possible. 

• Should operations (i.e., picking season) occur outside of normal daylight working hours, appropriate lighting (of appropriate 
lumen and downward angles) should be ensured. 

 
ASSESSMENT OF ALTERNATIVES 
The following alternatives were identified for consideration in this assessment: 

• No-Go alternative 

• Property/ Location alternatives 

• Land-Use alternatives 
o Grazing/ game 
o Citrus orchard establishment 

• Layout alternatives (development footprints) 
 
The No-Go option would entail not clearing the site for the proposed expansion of citrus orchards and a new off-stream farm 
dam, whilst retaining the remainder of the Sundays Valley Thicket. This will include the continued encroachment of exotic and 
invasive vegetation, if not actively controlled, and the resultant continued degradation of the vegetation over time. Conversely 
the No-Go option would result in the loss of potentially productive agricultural land in an area known for citrus production and at 
a site that forms part of an existing working citrus farm.  The No-Go option would result in the loss of a capital investment 
estimated to be approximately R25 million. The operational phase of the project will result in the creation of 97 employment 
opportunities with an annual income of approximately ~R3 million. In addition, since the applicant, Sun Orange Farms (Pty) Ltd 
forms part of a broad-based black ownership scheme, the No-Go option would mean that several historically disadvantaged 
individuals do not receive the benefits of the proposed expansion. The No-Go option would result in a loss of these economic 
opportunities, as well as the increased production of food for local and international markets, which is considered to be a negative 
impact.  
 
While the No-Go option will have no significant negative biophysical environmental impacts, it will result in the loss of positive 
social and economic benefits which are associated with the Go option. Finally, the No-Go option will result in the farm not being 
optimally utilized for agriculture, for which it is zoned and well positioned. Therefore, the No-Go option is not the preferred 
alternative. 
 
Sontule was considered suitable for the agricultural expansion of this nature due to amongst others, the fact that there is existing 
citrus and associated infrastructure on the farm, the availability of the land, soil suitability, and biophysical attributes (vegetation 
and aquatic) which would allow for cultivation, as well as conservation. In addition, the proposed site was identified due to its 
close proximity to existing irrigation infrastructure, access to irrigation water (LSRWUA canal system) and the logistical services 
area on the same farm which will be required to service the additional orchards.  
 
The preferred land-use, layout and technical alternatives are described in full in Chapter Five of the EIA Report. Positive impacts 
associated with the Go option are maximizing the use of available agricultural land whilst generating income from foreign 
currency (through export of citrus), thereby contributing to local economic growth, as well as assist in stimulating local markets. 
The proposed development footprint has been informed by the relevant specialist assessments and mitigation measures have 
been recommended in order to reduce the impact of the proposed development on the biophysical environment.  
 
OVERALL EVALUATION OF IMPACTS  
The proposed agricultural development is in line with the Sustainable Development Goals adopted by South Africa in 2015 as 
well as the objectives of the National Development Plan (2030). 
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In addition, agriculture was highlighted in President Ramaphosa’s State of the Nation Address in 2020 as one of the areas with 
the highest growth potential. Similarly, the 2019 South African SDG Country Report identified targets addressing SDG objectives 
in the food and beverage sector as having the most enabling conditions. Investments in this sector – particularly agriculture – 
are strongly linked with ending poverty, living dignified lives, and the ability to make the most of educational and economic 
opportunities. The following extracts from the South Africa SDG Investor Map (UNDP, 20201) have reference: 

• “The sector is also fairly resilient to economic shocks, has high potential for job creation and is important for export-led 
growth.” 

• “The sector has remained relatively protected during COVID-19, with limited job losses.” 

• “As a key link between people and planet, investments in agriculture can help achieve multiple SDGs. Although primary 
agriculture only constitutes 2.9% of GDP (2018), the broader value chain is estimated to contribute 12% to GDP. 
Furthermore, it is significant to the broader development agenda as a driver of employment (9% of the total workforce 
works in this sector) and future job creation.” 

 
With regards to citrus as a subsector of labour-intensive agriculture, The NDP (2030; Page 222), states the following: 

“There are about 60 000 hectares of citrus trees in South Africa. The employment requirement to produce citrus fruit is estimated 
at one worker per hectare, about 60 000 workers are employed on citrus farms. Direct downstream labour requirements for 
citrus are estimated at one labourer per 2 500 cartons packed: with about 100 million cartons packed per year, some 40 000 
jobs are created in packing plants for a period of six months, or 20 000 full-time equivalents. In addition, there are labour 
requirements for transportation, warehousing, port handling, research and development, and processing. From 2000 to 2010, 
the citrus-farming area increased by 28 percent, from 47 000 to 60 000 hectares.” 
 
The Final Integrated Development Plan for the SRVM (SRVM IDP 2016/ 2017), indicates that the current unemployment rate in 
the municipal area may be as high as 38.54%. The Agricultural sector provides room for growth in terms of employment 
opportunities, as it currently represents ~11% of the employment for the SRVM area (Final SRVM IDP 2015/ 2016). Additionally, 
the SRVM IDP (2015/ 2016; Page 36) states that: “The municipality can boast its ecotourism and agricultural potential.” Finally, 
the following statement is given by the SRVM Spatial Development Framework (SRVM SDF 2013; Page 8): “The agricultural 
sector is one of the key economic drivers of the Sundays River Valley Municipality.” 
 
It is the applicant’s intention to build on this economic base in the SRVM, by making optimum use of the available resources in 
the area, i.e. available land zoned as agriculture, the availability of a sustainable supply of irrigation water from the LSRWUA 
canal system, the suitability/ fertility of the soils, as well as the available work force from local communities. By making use of 
this labour market, the proposed development would also support the vision of the Sundays River Valley Local Economic 
Strategy as outlined in the SRVM SDF (2013) which indicates agriculture, as a Local Economic Development Priority and 
identifies the need to “…expand the agricultural section in the region.”, as an Economic Development Objective. 
 
The proposed agricultural expansion will create additional direct permanent, as well as seasonal employment opportunities. In 
addition, a number of indirect, employment opportunities associated with the fruit packing industry, transportation and logistical 
companies, purchasing, as well as hiring of various products (chemicals, pallets, cartons), are anticipated to be created. During 
the operational phase of the development, it is estimated that 12 new skilled and 85 unskilled employment opportunities will be 
created at a value of ~R3 million per annum. Labour will be sourced locally from communities in the SRVM and Nelson Mandela 
Bay Municipality (NMBM). 
 
Based on the experience of the EAP, land available for cultivation, which is situated adjacent to existing agricultural areas, is 
zoned for agricultural use, has existing water use rights, suitable soils, and is near the LSRWUA canal system, is becoming 
scarce in the Sundays River Valley. 
 
The additional clearance of ~147ha will result in ~38% (175ha) of the original extent of the near-natural and degraded vegetation 
on the farm being retained. By adopting the proposed no-go areas and all mitigation measures recommended by the Biodiversity 
Specialists, the biodiversity pattern target area for the various vegetation types, and the ecological and hydrological process 
areas on the farm will be safeguarded. 
  
By applying the mitigatory measures proposed for the Construction Phase direct and indirect impacts of medium to high 
significance can be reduced to impacts of medium to low negative impacts. The key direct and indirect impacts associated with 
the Operational Phase of the development can, by applying the mitigatory measures proposed be reduced from negative impacts 
of high to medium significance to impacts of medium to low negative or neutral impacts. 
 

 
1 UNDP South Africa Country Office (2020) The South Africa SDG Investor Map, Pg 47, 49. 
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The Environmental Assessment process has not identified any negative impacts that should be considered “fatal flaws” from an 
environmental perspective, and thereby necessitate substantial re-design or termination of the project.  Taking into consideration 
the findings of the EIA process, it is the opinion of the Environmental Assessment Practitioner that the project benefits outweigh 
the negative residual environmental impacts, provided that the specified mitigation measures are applied effectively, it is 
proposed that the project receive environmental authorization in terms of the EIA process. 
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Letter 7: Email sent to Ms Ayanda Mncwabe-Mama – Eastern Cape Heritage 
Resources Agency 
 
From:                                         Emily Whitfield 
Sent:                                           Thursday, 08 September 2022 10:49 
To:                                               'info@ecphra.org.za' 
Subject:                                     NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD: DRAFT EIA REPORT and EMPr: SONTULE CITRUS: 

AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS 
RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

Attachments:                          Sontule - Draft EIA - Comment Form - final - 5Sept2022.pdf; Sontule Citrus - Draft 
EIA - Executive Summary - final - Sep2022.pdf 

PO Box 27688 Greenacres 6057                                                                        
120 Diaz Road Adcockvale, PE 6001 
Phone 041 374 8426; VOIP 087 147 2451 
Email sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
Ck 97/32984/23 VAT 44601 68273  

8 September 2022 

Dear Interested and Affected Party / Organ of State / State Department 
  
RE: NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD: DRAFT EIA REPORT and EMPr: SONTULE CITRUS: 

AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER 
VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

  
As a registered Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) on the database for the above project, you are hereby notified 
of the release of the Draft EIA Report (Draft EIA) and Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) for a 
legislated 32-day comment period, extending from the 8 September 2022 to 10 October 2022. 
  
The Draft EIA Report has been prepared in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended). 
Specialist Studies that have been undertaken as part of this assessment are included in Chapters Six to 
Twelve and the assessment of alternatives is outlined in Chapter Five of this report. 

Availability of Information 
To assist you with the submission of any comments you may have on the Draft EIA Report, please find 
attached to this correspondence, an Executive Summary of the Draft EIA Report, and a Comment Form. 
The Draft EIA Report including Appendices and Draft EMPr can be accessed via the following 

link: https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus 
  
Please Note: If your preferred format was not via a link to the website, a copy of the report will be sent 
to you according to the preferred format previously confirmed via email. Please inform us if, at any 
stage, your preferred format changes. 

You are required to submit any comments that you may have on the Draft EIA by the 10 October 2022, to the 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner, contact details above. 

Next Step in the Process 
The next step in the process entails the incorporation of the comments received from I&APs during this 
comment period, into the Final EIA Report, which will then be submitted to the competent authority, the 
Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT), Sarah Baartman 
Region, for their decision making. As a registered I&AP on the project database you will be notified in writing 
of the submission of the Final EIA Report to the competent authority. 
  
Should you have any comments or queries regarding the above please do not hesitate to contact Sandy Wren, 
JP Hechter, Emily Whitfield or Geena Pringle at the contact details above. 
  
We look forward to your participation in this stage of the process. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
SANDY WREN 

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
https://publicprocess.co.za/active-projects/23-sontule-citrus
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EIA PROJECT LEADER 
• Letter 7: Copies of Draft EIA sent via WeTransfer to Ayanda Mncwabe-

Mama – Eastern Cape Heritage Resources Agency 
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• Letter 7: Copies of Draft EIA sent via WeTransfer to Howard Blane – 
ESKOM 
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APPENDIX F: COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE FROM 

I&APS, ORGANS OF STATE AND STATE 

DEPARTMENTS 

COMMENTS RECEIVED PRIOR TO THE RELEASE OF THE DRAFT EIA 

REPORT 

From:                                         Emily Whitfield 
Sent:                                           Monday, July 11, 2022 8:49 AM 
To:                                               'Zinzile Mtotywa' 
Cc:                                               Sandra Wren; Babalwa Layini 
Subject:                                     RE: NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT – SONTULE 

CITRUS: AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, 
SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

 Hi Zinzile, 
  
Thank you. This email serves to confirm receipt of your correspondence from Friday 8 July 2022. 
  
Regards, 
Emily Whitfield (BSc Hons) 
  
Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road 
Adcockvale 
Gqeberha 
Phone: 041 374 8426 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Website: www.publicprocess.co.za 
   
From: Zinzile Mtotywa <zmtotywa@dffe.gov.za> 
Sent: Friday, July 8, 2022 10:51 AM 
To: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za> 
Cc: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za>; Babalwa Layini <BLayini@dffe.gov.za> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT – SONTULE CITRUS: AGRICULTURAL 
EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: 
EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
  
Dear Emily, 
  
This serves to acknowledge receipt of the report. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Zinzile Mtotywa   
Assistant Director: Forestry Regulations & Support   
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment   
54 Paterson Road  
North End  
Gqeberha/Port Elizabeth 
6001   
Tel:   041 407 4050  
Cell:  063 750 4427   
E-mail: ZMtotywa@dffe.gov.za       
 

http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
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COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE DRAFT EIA REPORT COMMENT 

PERIOD  

 
From:                                      Sandra Wren 
Sent:                                       Thursday, 27 October 2022 10:50 
To:                                           Emily Whitfield; Howard Blane; Angelina Shalang 
Cc:                                           JP Hechter; Geena Pringle 
Subject:                                 RE: [CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL] - NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD: DRAFT EIA 

REPORT and EMPr: SONTULE CITRUS:  AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON 
REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER  VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 
(DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

Attachments:                       Irrigation and Electrical Infrastructure Image - 29Aug2022.bmp 

 Hi Howard 

As discussed telephonically today, the project applicant has met with Eskom on site.  The project will 
require the upgrading of existing distribution infrastructure and new distribution infrastructure.  A route 
has been agreed to with Eskom, see attached map. 

In addition, we will include in our report that Eskom distribution must be consulted with regards to any 
internal distribution lines that may be affected by the project. 

 Regards 

  
Sandy Wren (BA Honours: Development Theory) 
Registered Environmental Assessment Practitioner (No: 2019/1242) 
Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road, Adcockvale, PE, 6001 
PO Box 27688, Greenacres, 6057 
Phone - 041 374 8426 
VOIP - 0871 472 451 
Cell - 082 4909 828 
sandy@publicprocess.co.za 
www.publicprocess.co.za 
 

 
From:                                     Emily Whitfield 
Sent:                                      Tuesday, 13 September 2022 09:52 
To:                                          Howard Blane; Angelina Shalang 
Cc:                                          Sandra Wren 
Subject:                                 RE: [CAUTION:EXTERNAL EMAIL] - NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD: DRAFT EIA 

REPORT and EMPr: SONTULE CITRUS:  AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON 
REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER  VALLEY MUNICIPALITY 
(DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 

 Hi Mr Howard Blane, 

We acknowledge receipt of your correspondence, and it will be included in the Comments and Responses 
trail of the Final EIA Report. Both you and Ms. Shalang are registered on the I&AP database for this project 
and will therefore, continue to receive correspondence with regards to this project. 

Thank you. 

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.publicprocess.co.za%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjp%40publicprocess.co.za%7C24ed42a7c50e48ce0cea08dab7f8301e%7Ce0af1345d48a48868d533562dc6a227e%7C0%7C0%7C638024573843174359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PcKM%2FP12YOnEMYTBHzQ1AuSEeTERGkZZSo5INboTy3A%3D&reserved=0
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Emily Whitfield 
PO Box 27688 Greenacres 6057                                                                        
120 Diaz Road Adcockvale, PE 6001 
Phone 041 374 8426; VOIP 087 147 2451 
Email: emily@publicprocess.co.za 

From: Howard Blane <BlaneH@eskom.co.za> 
Sent: Thursday, 08 September 2022 13:41 
To: Emily Whitfield <emily@publicprocess.co.za>; Angelina Shalang <ShalanAR@eskom.co.za> 
Cc: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: RE: [CAUTION:EXTERNAL EMAIL] - NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD: DRAFT EIA REPORT and EMPr: 
SONTULE CITRUS: AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER 
VALLEY MUNICIPALITY (DEDEAT Ref: EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022). 
 

Dear Emily 

Please find attached. Eskom Distribution in East London remain an interested party. 

I have attached the contact details. 

Thanks 

Howard Blane 

Land & Rights Manager 

East London 

mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:BlaneH@eskom.co.za
mailto:emily@publicprocess.co.za
mailto:ShalanAR@eskom.co.za
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
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From:                              Sandra Wren 

Sent:                               11 October 2022 08:26 AM 

To:                                   John Vosloo 

Subject:                          RE: AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS 
RIVER VALLEY (DEDEAT Ref EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022) - SONTULE as well as 
EXISTING OLDER ORCHARD FARM 632 (SHADE CLOTH) 

  
Hi John 
  
We acknowledge receipt of your comments and will ensure they are included in the Final EIA for 
submission to DEDEAT for their decision making. 
  
Regards 
  
Sandy Wren (BA Honours: Development Theory) 
Registered Environmental Assessment Practitioner (No: 2019/1242) 
Public Process Consultants 
120 Diaz Road, Adcockvale, PE, 6001 

PO Box 27688, Greenacres, 6057 

Phone - 041 374 8426 

VOIP - 0871 472 451 

Cell - 082 4909 828 

sandy@publicprocess.co.za 

www.publicprocess.co.za 
 

  
From: John Vosloo <john@johnvoslooattorneys.com> 
Sent: 10 October 2022 04:38 PM 
To: Sandra Wren <sandy@publicprocess.co.za> 
Subject: FW: AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION ON REMAINDER OF FARM 632, SUNLAND, SUNDAYS RIVER 
VALLEY (DEDEAT Ref EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022) - SONTULE as well as EXISTING OLDER ORCHARD FARM 632 
(SHADE CLOTH) 

  
Dear Sandy 
  
Yourselves are aware of which I&AP (clients) we act for (see our letter dated 23 September 2021) and for 
whom we continue to act. 
  
The comments below relate to the existing older orchard being farm 632 with ROD dated 13 / 2 / 2002 (old 
orchard) as well as the current proposed expansion and should be read as being applicable to both portions 
of property as may be applicable. 
  
  

1. Client’s previous correspondence as set out as appendixes to the consultation and final scoping 
report herein still stand and are deemed and to be read as if incorporated herein. 

2. With reference to the comments in the executive summary viz a viz the Visual Impact Assessment 
in respect of the proposed shade cloth (old and proposed new) we are instructed as follows:- 

2.1  Yes, it may be so that certain views already contain features associated with citrus production. This 
is a very broad and non specific and non descriptive statement and relates to certain views only, 
not all views. The shade cloth referred to however goes much further than a citrus association to 
the extent that same visually dominates the landscape and holds very significant negative visual 
impacts. It is thus not as “gentle” as something simply being associated with citrus production as 
such. 

mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
http://www.publicprocess.co.za/
mailto:john@johnvoslooattorneys.com
mailto:sandy@publicprocess.co.za
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2.2  The very same shade cloth in fact materially and significantly changes and alters the visual 
perception of the prevailing landscape and its natural state (even when planted with orchards only) 

2.3  Most importantly the Visual Impact Assessment study goes to an assessment through the eyes and 
perception of the beholder, the landowners and receptors as opposed to the impacts same may or 
may not have on the natural vegetation as the high water mark or test thereof. The test is 
predominantly subjective. 

2.4  Whether the environment continues to function in a modified manner or not does not change the 
highly negative visual impact of shade cloth scarring of the landscape in the eyes of the beholder, 
especially when the beholder lives in its immediate vicinity, is faced with same every single day and 
it results in a very negative impact on its own tourism and hunting business adjacent thereto. 

2.5  Mitigating factors such as a row of buffer trees is with all due respect simply not a mitigating factor 
against a visual assault such as hectares upon hectares of shade cloth. A mere elevation of a few 
feet some distance away naturally exposes the vast majority of the sea of shade cloth to the 
viewer. Our clients residence and business is primarily situated above and elevated from the 
existing and proposed development / shade cloth resulting in an almost 100% constant view 
thereof. A buffer of trees will not alleviate the problem and is not a mitigating factor. 

2.6  It is denied that the impact of the shade cloth can be categorized as medium negative. 
2.7  The alteration to the visual landscape is not moderate but extremely negative and highly obvious 

to the extent that it significantly and dramatically changes the visual impact of the landscape in a 
massive way. It amounts to an assault on the natural senses when one is accustomed to seeing 
green veldt or green orchards which are suddenly replaced by an undulating sea of shade cloth 
over hectares upon hectares or landscape. 

2.8  A Visual Impact Assessment does not assess the landscape but rather the viewer’s assessment, 
evaluation and appraisal of the landscape and how it may be changed or altered by a specific event 
or construction. The viewer includes those who live in the immediate area, travel through the area 
as well as tourists. Special regard is to be had where people reside and do business on the doorstep 
of such proposed shade cloth installation with absolutely no possibility of not having to look at the 
entirety thereof every single time one goes outside or looks in its direction. 

2.9  One must also have regard to not only the viewer’s perception and assessment of the visual assault 
caused by the shade cloth but also evaluate its impact on any business which may be near or 
adjacent thereto and which relies on natural views of “Africa” such as eco-tourism and hunting as 
its draw card, primary marketing element and use element by way of example. This being exactly 
the situation our clients find themselves in. After spending years or expensive developing and 
promoting of an African eco-hunting experience, their clients (overseas and local hunters and eco-
tourists) are now faced with swathes of commercial shade cloth in almost every direction they 
look. Gone is the inherent value of the natural green fauna and flora. Even orchards in their natural 
state would not detract from the African experience in the manner which artificial shade cloth 
does. In this manner the visual impact is not only negative and offensive to the viewer but also 
devastating to certain business enterprises resulting in a significant devaluation and loss of capital 
investment. These are factors that can never ever be mitigated. 

2.10              The existence of shade cloth in the sub-region is no ground of justification as the EP may 
want one to believe. Each and every situation is to be evaluated on its own merits and its own 
unique characteristics, demands and obligations. There is no general standard that can be applied 
“across the board” as such. 

2.11              Just because a certain state of affairs is not uncharacteristic to a sub-region at large does 
not make it acceptable. 

2.12              It is to be noted that the majority of shade cloth in the sub-region (the Makay Bridge area 
and surrounds) is predominantly white making the visual assault even more distasteful. 

2.13              Maintenance of the shade cloth is not a mitigating factor as it does not change the 
fundamental nature of the structure at all. Maintenance of the shade cloth is a matter of good 
business practice and not a mitigating factor to visual impacts. 

2.14              The Visual Impact Assessment goes to the question and evaluation or whether the 
structure or event results in any changes to the visual environment / landscape and sense of place 
or not. This can only take place through the eyes of the beholder and his or her perceptions. The 
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potential rights of the developer must rank second to those of the beholder in these 
circumstances. 

2.15              Whilst there was previously no requirement for an approved EIA to cover previously 
approved and planted orchards with shade cloth, new orchards that may be covered with shade 
cloth now do require a study / assessment to secure an EIA. This in itself is ample proof that shade 
cloth, its visual impacts and its intrusion is as a matter of fact highly relevant and is in truth 
recognized as a potential negative visual impact requiring an assessment of all relevant factors 
surrounding same. 

2.16              As to older approved orchards now being covered by shade cloth (with no obvious current 
prescripts) NEMA does prescribe a general duty of care (sec 28) which if implemented correctly will 
and should have the same effect as embarking on a prescribed assessment with its incumbent 
requirements, checks and balances. It is submitted that this is the exact state of affairs in the 
current situation in respect of the old orchard now covered with shade cloth. 

2.17              The complaisance audit in respect of the old orchard does not pass with flying colours. By 
way of example, generally accepted buffers are not in place, installed shade cloth borders our 
client’s property by less than 1 meter in certain areas creating serious security risks and making it 
impossible for our client to properly patrol its borders. Hunting / poaching parties enter our client’s 
property through the perfectly situated shade cloth protection up against the boundary fence 
hiding the offending parties till the last minute when they cross the boundary fence; holes are 
constantly made n the boundary fence for this very purpose, and generally removes the ability to 
monitor boundary security. 

2.18              No consultation of any nature took place when the shade cloth was erected over the old 
orchard and no attempt was made to even try and facilitate our clients concerns in this regard. 

  
It is thus submitted that it would be inappropriate and unsuitable to permit the continued existence of the 
existing shade cloth over the old orchard or permit the installation of new shade cloth over the newer 
proposed expansion orchards for the reason set out above. Further, the visual impact assessment does not 
pass the required standards nor do the purported mitigating factors stand up to scrutiny to the extent that 
same will not in any significant manner mitigate the factors complained of. 
  
It is humbly submitted that authorization should not be granted for the installation of shade cloth over the 
new expansion orchards and that the owners / developers should be directed to remove the existing shade 
cloth over the old orchards inter alia based on the abiove factors as read with the duty of good care as set 
out in NEMA. 
  
Our clients all persist in their objections to the proposed and existing shade cloth. 
  
Thanking you in anticipation. 
  
Kind Regards 
  
John 

  
  

JOHN   VOSLOO   ATTORNEYS 
  
122 1st Avenue,    Newton Park,    Port Elizabeth,     South Africa 
Tel - (041) 365 1816      John Mobile - 082 657 1614      Fax – 08645 49248      
E-mail –or jmv@axxess.co.za 
Practitioner number. 6476     
Practice Number. 3450 

  
Disclaimer 

mailto:jmv@axxess.co.za
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This message, and the accompanying documents contain confidential, proprietary or legally privileged information belonging to 
John Vosloo Attorneys and/or its clients, and are intended for the use of only the addressee.  Unauthorized interception hereof is 
illegal and could be actionable.  No confidentiality or privilege is waived or lost by any mistransmission hereof.  If you are not the 
intended recipient, please note that any use, disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents 
of this information, is strictly prohibited by law and actionable; kindly immediately delete and destroy it and all copies of it from 
your system, and notify us. 
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APPENDIX G: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 
 

Confirmation of Water Use Entitlements from the LSRWUA 
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Confirmation of Spare Capacity from ESKOM 
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APPENDIX H: LAYOUT MAP 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

CARA  Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act 

CEMPr  Construction Phase Environmental Management Programme 

DEDEAT Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism 

DFFE  Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 

DWS   Department of Water and Sanitation 

ECO   Environmental Control Officer 

EIA   Environmental Impact Assessment 

EMPr   Environmental Management Programme 

EA   Environmental Authorisation 

OEMPr  Operational Phase Environmental Management Programme 

SEM   Site Environmental Manager 

 

DEFINITIONS 

"EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended)" - The reference to "listed activities" in section 24 of NEMA 

relates to the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended), which came into effect on the 8 December 

2014 and were amended on the 7 April 2017 by Government Notice R326, 327, 325 and 324 

published in Government Gazette 40772. The Government Notices published are collectively 

referred to as the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended). Thus, the Scoping and EIA Process 

has been undertaken in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended). This Draft EMPr 

has been prepared in line with the amendments to the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014. 

 

"The Department" - The Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism, 

Sarah Baartman Region. 

 

"Commencement" - Any physical activity on site that can be viewed as associated with the vegetation 

clearing and site preparation phase.
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1.1 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

The project applicant, Sun Orange Farms (Pty) Ltd, proposes to clear approximately 147ha for the 

expansion of the existing agricultural development on the Remainder of Farm 632 (~459ha), near 

Sunland, Sundays River Valley Municipality (SRVM), hereinafter referred to as Sontule, for the 

establishment of citrus orchards and associated infrastructure (a new proposed balancing dam, 

internal roads, internal irrigation pipes). The farm is currently zoned Agriculture I and the area to be 

cultivated, including associated infrastructure, has been determined by the outcome of the various 

specialist assessments forming part of this Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment (Scoping 

and EIA) Process.   

 

Irrigation water for the development is proposed to be supplied from the Lower Sundays River Water 

Users Association (LSRWUA) canal system via an existing dam on the farm and conveyed into the 

proposed new balancing dam via a ø 315mm uPVC pipeline of approximately 1.4km in length. The 

existing dam has a capacity to store 20 000m³ and the new dam is proposed to have a storage 

capacity of ~49 000m³ (~37 000m² footprint). Irrigation water will be supplied from the new dam with 

uPVC pipes varying in internal diameter between 250mm and 315mm. Additionally, irrigation water 

will be reticulated within the orchards via a network of underground PVC irrigation pipes and valves, 

with varying internal diameters (between ø 60mm and ø 160mm). No logistical services area is 

required as the applicant will make use of existing support infrastructure (offices, stores, workshops) 

on the farm to provide technical and logistical support. 

 

The Farm Sontule is located ~11km south-east of Kirkwood and ~12km west of Addo (as the crow 

flies), in the SRVM. The farm can be directly accessed off the tarred R336 (Kirkwood/ Addo Road) 

which is adjacent to the northern boundary of the farm. The nearest boundary of the Addo Elephant 

National Park is located more than 11km east of the farm. 

 

The Scoping and EIA Process has been undertaken in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 

(as amended).  This Draft EMPr has been prepared in line with the amendments to the NEMA EIA 

Regulations, 2014. In terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended), the project requires 

full Scoping and EIA, prior to the commencement of any activities on the site. 

 

1.1.1 Activities and Regulations for which Application has been made: 

DEDEAT Reference Number 

EC06/C/LN2/M/23-2022 

Applicant 

Sun Orange Farms (Pty) Ltd 

Location of Activity 

Remainder of Farm 632, Sundays River Valley Municipality 
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Activity Description 

Remainder of Farm 632, known as Sontule measures ~459ha in extent. Based on the outcome of the assessment process, 

specialist studies, technical input and consultation process, the project applicant, Sun Orange Farms (Pty) Ltd, intends to 

clear an area of ~147ha for the establishment of citrus orchards and associated infrastructure which will comprise of the 

following: 

 

• Trees (effective irrigation area ~127ha) 

• Shade cloth / nets (if required) 

• Laydown areas 

• Internal Roads – widths varying between 4m and 9m 

• One ø315mm uPVC irrigation water transfer pipes from the existing dam to the proposed new dam over a distance 

of ~1.4 km.  

• Proposed new dam ~49 000 m3 (~3.7ha footprint) and a ~5 metre high wall, including a pump house. 

• Internal irrigation water reticulation (drip irrigation) – varying diameters of between ø60mm and ø160mm 

• Electrical infrastructure (transformers and underground powerline). 
 

Vegetation Clearing and Landscaping   

Based on the outcome of the assessment process, specialist studies, technical input and consultation process, it is proposed 

to clear an area of ~147ha in order to facilitate the establishment of ~127ha of citrus orchards and associated infrastructure 

(~17ha). Only one vegetation type is proposed to be cleared, namely, Sundays Valley Thicket (SVT). Approximately 147ha 

of the SVT occurring on Sontule is proposed to be cleared, while 175.7 ha (54% of original extent) will be retained within the 

No-Go areas on the farm. 

 

Vegetation clearing will commence with the aid of both mechanised plant/ earth-moving equipment and by hand. Once 

vegetation has been removed from the development footprint, the area will be landscaped to provide for the establishment of 

unpaved internal service roads, access roads irrigation infrastructure and laydown areas, as well as the orchards; and to 

facilitate stormwater management. 

 

Internal Roads and Access 

An existing access point, off the R336 (MR00471), is proposed to be utilised to access the proposed development.  
 
According to the Traffic Specialist Assessment the access point is positioned such that sight distances are in excess of the 
prescribed minimum requirements. A total of 6 trips per day generated at full development during harvesting season will have 
minimal impact on the operational capacity of the adjacent road network should regular maintenance be conducted.   
 
Integral to the internal operations within the proposed orchards are a number of new internal service roads. These internal 
service roads are anticipated to be upwards of 4m in width. It is anticipated the main internal roads will be provided with a 
gravel wearing course, while the vehicle tracks amongst the individual orchards will remain unpaved. All internal roads will be 
designed and constructed to accommodate stormwater runoff, e.g. avoid steep gradients, stormwater cut-off/ diversion berms, 
and judicious use of erosion protection measures. 
 
Dam Construction and Installation of Irrigation Infrastructure 

The proposed orchards will be irrigated with water from the LSRWUA supply system. Irrigation water is extracted from the 
canal, under agreement with the LSRWUA. Individual farmers are permitted to extract water from the canal only at certain 
allocated pumping/ release times according to a predetermined schedule. Between the allocated pumping/ release times, the 
holder of water entitlements does not have access to the canal water. Therefore, since water is not continually available from 
the canal, the orchards cannot be irrigated directly from the canal and irrigation water is required to be stored in farm dams 
(balancing dams).  
The LSRWUA canal is located along the northern boundary of Sontule. The irrigation water required for the proposed 
agricultural development is currently pumped from the canal, into an existing balancing dam (20 000m³; ~1ha) located on the 
northern side of the canal. It is proposed that water will be pumped from this dam, via a Ø315mm uPVC transfer pipe, over a 
distance of ~1,4 km, up to the proposed new dam which will have a storage capacity of ~49 000m³ (~3.7ha footprint).  The 
dam is proposed to be constructed in a portion of the farm that was previously cleared for orchards, in terms of the existing 
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Environmental Authorisation, but that had not been planted. The water transfer pipeline is proposed to be installed along 
existing fencelines and vehicle tracks within, and adjacent to existing orchards. Therefore, no additional intact indigenous 
vegetation is anticipated to be cleared in order to accommodate the proposed dam and Ø315mm uPVC transfer pipe.    
Irrigation water will be reticulated within the orchards via a network of underground PVC irrigation pipes and valves, with 
internal diameters varying between ø60mm and ø160mm. The applicant proposes to utilise drip irrigation as the preferred 
method of water delivery to the trees within the orchards. 
 
Wind Breaks  

It is the applicant’s intention to utilise nets (shade cloth) to perform the function of windbreaks, as part of the proposed 
agricultural development. 
 
Electrical Infrastructure 
 
The existing ESKOM point at the existing dam (150kVA) is required to be replaced by a 500kVA point. In addition, a step-up 
transformer (75kVA) will be required to be installed at this point. It is anticipated that a new pump station and a step-down 
transformer (75kVA) will be required at the new (top) dam. The 500kVA transformer will either be pole-mounted, requiring the 
erection of 5 creosote poles, or ground-mounted, on a concrete slab. A cable (3.3kV), to be placed in the same trench as the 
pipeline, is required to be installed between the two transformers. The required electrical infrastructure is predominantly 
proposed to be installed within areas that have already been transformed (along fencelines and vehicle tracks). However, the 
new 500kVA transformer is proposed to be located within degraded thicket vegetation and will require the clearance of 
~100m². Application has been made to ESKOM for the proposed electrical infrastructure and written confirmation of capacity 
has been received from Eskom and is included in Appendix G of the EIA Report. 

  



Draft EMPr: Sontule Citrus   October 2022 

Public Process Consultants         1.4 

1.1.1.1 Listed activities according to GN R327, 325 and 324 requiring Environmental Authorisation 

in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended). 

GN R327 – Listing Notice 1 requiring Basic Assessment 

Listed Activity Description of Project Activity 

12. The development of— 
 
(ii) infrastructure or structures with a 

physical footprint of 100 square metres 
or more; 

 
where such development occurs— 
 
(a) within a watercourse; 
 
(c) if no development setback exists, within 

32 metres of a watercourse, measured 
from the edge of a watercourse; — 

A number of drainage lines occur on site. The proposed 
agricultural expansion will require the installation of irrigation 
pipelines of varying widths as well as the construction of 
access roads and vehicle tracks across these drainage lines. 
The combined footprint of this infrastructure may exceed 100 
square metres within a watercourse and within 32 metres of 
a watercourse. 

 
This listed activity will require Environmental 
Authorisation. 

19. The infilling or depositing of any 
material of more than 10 cubic metres 
into, or the dredging, excavation, 
removal or moving of soil, sand, shells, 
shell grit, pebbles or rock of more than 
10 cubic metres from a watercourse; 

A number of drainage lines occur on site. The proposed 
agricultural development will require the installation of 
irrigation pipelines of varying widths as well as the 
construction of access roads and vehicle tracks across these 
drainage lines. The installation of this infrastructure will require 
the excavation, removal or moving of soil, sand, pebbles or 
rock of more than 10 cubic metres from a watercourse. 
 
This listed activity will require Environmental 
Authorisation. 

24. The development of a road— 
 
(ii) with a reserve wider than 13,5 meters, 

or where no reserve exists where the 
road is wider than 8 metres; 

A number of unpaved, internal access roads and vehicle 
tracks will be required to provide access within the orchards. 
The width of these roads will vary between 4 metres and 9 
metres. 
 
This listed activity will require Environmental 
Authorisation. 

GN R325 – Listing Notice 2 requiring Full Scoping and EIA 

Listed Activity Description of Project Activity 

15. The clearance of an area of 20 
hectares or more of indigenous 
vegetation, excluding where such 
clearance of indigenous vegetation is 
required for — 

A total of ~147ha are proposed to be cleared as part of this 
application, the majority of which will be indigenous 
vegetation.  
  
This listed activity will require Environmental 
Authorisation. 

GN R324 – Listing Notice 3 requiring Basic Assessment 

No Listed Activities have been triggered under Listing Notice 3. 

 

1.2 DURATION OF AUTHORISATION 

Should an EA be issued in respect of the project, the duration of the authorisation will be indicated 

in said document. 

 

1.3  ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMMES 

Environmental Management Programmes (EMPr), or Environmental Management Frameworks 

(EMF), serve to ensure that environmental impacts associated with particular activities are 

monitored, minimised and mitigated for the duration of the project. The practical management 

measures that should be employed to achieve monitoring and mitigation targets are detailed in the 

EMPr (DEAT 2004). The EMPr is a dynamic document which should be updated and reviewed on a 

regular basis so that it may be adapted to changing management styles, and to include improved 
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impact mitigation technology, as well as unforeseen environmental impacts. The EMPr should also 

be adapted if any changes are made to the project. If such changes will result in significant 

environmental impacts, which differ from those for which DEDEAT has granted authorisation, such 

changes must be submitted to the DEDEAT for approval before they are implemented. 

 

This EMPr includes, but is not limited to, the environmental impacts identified in the EIA Report and 

the proposed mitigation measures that must be employed to minimise the harmful effects that those 

impacts may have on the environment. 

 

The EIA Report contains a comprehensive description of the project and the receiving environment 

(Chapters Two and Three) and should be read in conjunction with this EMPr. The lead authors of 

the EMPr are Sandy Wren, Marisa Jacoby, JP Hechter, Emily Whitfield and Geena Pringle of Public 

Process Consultants. A CV outlining the experience and key competencies of the lead author is 

included in Appendix A of the EIA Report. 

 

In addition to a summary of the impacts, this EMPr contains more detailed information on the 

following: 

• The manner in which mitigation will be implemented. 

• The scheduling of the implementation of mitigation. 

• Responsibility and accountability for mitigation actions. 

• Monitoring and reporting procedures. 
 

The life of the agricultural development can be broadly divided into three phases: 

 

A Construction Phase - which includes all the surveying and land clearing activities as well as the 

installation of irrigation infrastructure associated with the preparation of the site before it can begin 

operating. 

 

An Operational Phase - which constitutes the day to day operation of the site for the duration of its 

lifetime, until it is discontinued/ decommissioned. This would include the planting, cultivation and 

harvesting of citrus. 

 

A Decommissioning Phase - which includes all the activities associated with the cessation of the 

described activity at the site. It is not anticipated that the development will be decommissioned, 

simply because it will be cultivated farmland. 

 

Environmental impacts, management practices and mitigation measures may differ for different 

phases of the development. However, some impacts will be present in all phases of the development, 

resulting in some repetition in the EMPr. 

 

The EMPr Report must be read in conjunction with the EIA Report and EA, as these 

documents may contain additional, detailed information not included in this report. 
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1.4 LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

This EMPr does not include all the legislative and regulatory requirements applicable to this 

development. The representative appointed by the applicant to manage the operation, and the 

persons responsible for the implementation of the EMPr, must also familiarise themselves with the 

specific legal requirements applicable to the described activities on site. These may include, but are 

not limited to: 

• Applicable Environmental Law 

• Atmospheric Pollution Prevention Act 45 of 1965 

• Conditions of Employment Act 75 of 1997 

• Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act 43 of 1983  

• Constitution of South Africa No 108 of 1996 

• Environment Conservation Act 73 of 1989  

• Extension of Security of Tenure Act 62 of 1997 

• Hazardous Substances Act 15 of 1973 

• Health Act No 63 of 1977 

• Labour Relations Act 66 of 1995 

• Land Reform (Labour Tenants) Act 3 of 1996 

• National Building Regulations and Building Standards Act 103 of 1977 

• National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act 10 of 2004  

• National Environmental Management Act 107 of 1998  

• National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act 39 of 2004  

• National Forests Act, 1998, as amended 

• National Heritage Resources Act 25 of 1999 

• National Road Traffic Act 93 of 1996 – GNR 225 of 17 May 2000 

• National Veld and Forest Fire Act 101 of 1998 

• National Water Act 36 of 1998  

• Nature Conservation Ordinance Act 19 of 1974 

• Noise Control Regulations GN R 154 in Government Gazette No. 13717 of 10 January 1992  

• Occupational Health and Safety Act of 1994 

• The Hazardous Substances Act 115 of 1973  

• Local bylaws 

• Provincial legislation 
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Part A CONSTRUCTION PHASE ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME 

(CEMPr) 

The project will entail the clearing of vegetation, levelling of the site, construction of laydown areas, 

and the installation of the drip irrigation system, as well as the establishment of the bulk irrigation 

infrastructure (i.e., water transfer pipeline, dam), prior to the planting of the saplings. Once the site 

is prepared, citrus orchards will be established (refer to the operational phase of the development). 

It is anticipated that vegetation clearing, landscaping, site preparation and planting will be done both 

by hand and with the aid of suitable earth moving equipment (excavators, bulldozers, TLBs). No 

workers’ accommodation will be provided on site during the construction phase. 

 

Once vegetation has been removed from the development footprint, the area will be landscaped to 

provide for the establishment of unpaved internal service roads, access roads, irrigation 

infrastructure and laydown areas, as well as the orchards; and to facilitate stormwater management. 

 

Access to the farm is proposed off the R336 (MR00471).  An existing access point is proposed to be 

utilised to access the proposed development. The suitability of the existing access point, as well as 

the impact that the additional trip generation may have on the public road network has been 

assessed and included in Chapter Eleven of the EIA Report. 

 

Environmental impacts associated with the Construction Phase of the development, as well as the 

appropriate mitigation actions, have been identified using specialist input for the various components 

of the affected environment provided in the EIA Report.  

 

A.1  MANAGEMENT ACTIONS 

The management actions outlined below indicate the actions to be taken to minimise the potential 

negative impacts that this phase may have on the environment, as well as measures to enhance the 

potential benefits.
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Impact Mitigation 

Ecology  

Loss of Vegetation due to Clearing 
•    Clearing of vegetation should be limited to the approved footprint. 

 

Loss of ESA due to Clearing 

• Clearing of vegetation should be limited to the approved footprint. 

• Optimise use of existing cutlines, roads and transformed areas as far as possible. 

• Maintain the proposed 50m buffer adjacent to the western and southern boundaries to ensure connectivity between the ecological 

corridors on the farm. 

• Control and management of alien invasive plants, such as Opuntia ficus-indica and O. aurantiaca and other weed species that 

may proliferate after clearing along the pipeline route and other disturbed areas. 

• Use flora relocation as a tool to rehabilitate degraded and transformed areas. 

Loss of Flora and Fauna Species of 
Special Concern (SCCs) due to clearing 

• Licence application to the Department of Forestry (of Department of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries) for the removal of 

Sideroxylon inerme trees. 

• Permits from DEDEAT for the relocation of PNCO protected species as well as Threatened or Protected Species (ToPS) to be 

obtained before commencement. 

• A flora and fauna search and rescue to be implemented before clearing commences with follow up during clearing into dense 

thicket areas. 

• Rehabilitation of disturbed areas with these species, especially cutlines. 

 

Fragmentation of Natural Habitat due to 
Clearing 

• Clearing of vegetation should be limited to the approved footprint. 

• Optimise use of existing cutlines, roads and transformed areas as far as possible for pipeline. 

• Maintain the proposed 50m buffer adjacent to the western and southern boundaries to ensure connectivity between the 
ecological corridors on the farm. 

• Use flora relocation as a tool to rehabilitate degraded and transformed areas by using relocated species of conservation concern 
and indigenous vegetation collected during clearing (Spekboom, Aloe and other succulent species) within areas to be retained 
(open space areas), eroded areas on slopes and unused cut-lines. 

Loss of Flora and Faunal Habitat due to 
Clearing 

• Clearing of vegetation should be limited to the approved footprint. 

• Rehabilitation of disturbed areas, especially cutlines. 

• A fauna relocation before commencement must ensure that any less mobile faunal species can be moved to a safe area. 

Erosion  
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Increased risk of soil erosion 

• Disturbance to intact vegetation must be restricted by demarcating those areas that will be cleared during construction, including 
access roads, haul roads, lay-down and stockpile areas, personnel rest areas and site offices. 

• A water cart or sufficient watering equipment must be available to wet soils during windy days if wind-blown sand and dust 
becomes a problem. 

• Clearing on steep slopes, especially those with highly erodible soils (High-sensitivity vegetation), should be avoided. 

• Existing vehicle tracks should be used as far as possible, and creation of new roads/tracks should be avoided. 

• Irrigation lines should avoid installation in intact vegetation and should rather be located along existing roads. 

• A stormwater management plan should be designed and implemented for the Construction and Operational phases of the 
project. 

Aquatic  

Loss of riparian habitat at watercourse 
crossings and habitat around dams  

• Prevent clearing to no more than the minimum width required. 

• Site camp and material lay down and stock pile areas must be established in already transformed, low sensitivity areas outside 
of high and moderate sensitive areas. 

• Stockpile natural vegetation (where possible) and topsoil removed during construction and use this to revegetate disturbed 
areas associated with the pipelines. 

• Construction work within areas associated with the pipeline crossings should be short-term with disturbed areas rehabilitated as 
soon as construction is complete to reduce the possibility of erosion of the areas and resultant sedimentation of the 
watercourses. 

Potential pollution of all water resources 
within and surrounding the development 
footprint 

• All hazardous substances and hazardous waste (if any) must be stored in existing impermeable structures placed at the 
logistical services area. 

• No hazardous substances and hazardous waste should be placed in high and moderate sensitivity areas associated with the 
water resources within the study area. 

• Emergency response plan must be drawn up to deal with any hazardous spillages/accidental leakages. 

• Spill kit and drip tray must be kept on site at all times when construction vehicles are on site. 

• All temporary chemical toilets/ablution facilities (if any) must be properly secured so that they cannot be windblown, be regularly 
serviced and should be placed outside of the moderate and high sensitivity areas associated with water resources within the 
study area. 

• All staff to undergo continual environmental awareness training during toolbox talks. 

Changes to hydrological regimes of the 
non-perennial rivers and drainage lines 

• Construction activities should not take place during, or immediately before or after, rainfall events. 

• Construction work within these areas should be short-term with disturbed areas being rehabilitated as soon as construction is 
complete to reduce the possibility of erosion of the areas and resultant sedimentation of the watercourses. 

• Any solid waste/debris created in these areas must be removed. 

Increase in sedimentation and turbidity 
levels of instream habitats (non-perennial 
rivers and drainage lines) 

• Construction work within these areas should be short-term with disturbed areas rehabilitated as soon as construction is 
complete to reduce the possibility of erosion of the areas and resultant sedimentation of the watercourses. 

• Any debris/solid waste accumulated as a result of construction activities must be removed. 
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• Temporary stormwater and erosion control infrastructure must be put in place and monitored during the construction phase. 
Should any erosion channels become evident these must be backfilled, compacted and re-vegetated as soon as possible. 

Waste  

Generation of Waste During the 
Vegetation Clearing and Site Preparation 
Phase 

• No waste from construction or otherwise, may be disposed of on site.  

• No waste should be permanently stored on site. 

• Waste generated at the site should be minimised by reusing and recycling, as far as possible. 

• All waste that cannot be reused or recycled must be temporarily sorted at site before being suitably disposed of at an appropriately 
licensed and registered waste disposal facility. 

• Hazardous waste generated at the site should be disposed of at a suitably licensed hazardous waste disposal facility. 

• Adequate litter drums or other suitable containers must be located on site to ensure that waste generated on site is disposed of in 
a suitable and timeous manner. 

• Suitable potable sanitation facilities must be provided and maintained for the labourers during the vegetation clearing and site 
preparation phase.  
 

Palaeontological  

Potential disturbance, damage or 
destruction of scientifically valuable and 
legally protected fossil heritage 
resources due to surface clearance and 
excavations during the construction 
phase (e.g. for farm dam, citrus orchards, 
internal roads, underground pipelines). 

• The construction phase of the project should be monitored by an Environmental Control Officer (ECO), who should monitor for 
potential fossilised material on an ongoing basis. 

• Should substantial fossil remains be exposed during construction, however, the ECO must safeguard these, preferably in situ, and 
alert ECPHRA as soon as possible so that appropriate action (e.g. recording, sampling or collection) can be taken by a professional 
palaeontologist. 

• In the event that fossilised material is uncovered, construction on the affected excavation should cease until a palaeontologist has 
assessed the material. 

• Fossilised material encountered at the site may only be removed or destroyed upon authorisation from the relevant Heritage 
Resources Authority (i.e. ECPHRA. Contact details: Mr Sello Mokhanya, 74 Alexander Road, King Williams Town 5600; Email: 
smokhanya@ecphra.org.za) by the issuing of an appropriate permit.  

• A Chance Fossil Finds Protocol is to be appended to the Construction EMPr and implemented should any substantial fossil remains 
be uncovered. 

• Fossil material must be curated in an approved repository (e.g. museum or university collection) and all fieldwork and reports 
should meet the minimum standards for palaeontological impact studies developed by SAHRA (2013). 

Archaeological  
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The Potential Physical Disturbance and 
Destruction of Surface and buried Pre-
colonial Archaeology sites/remains 
during all developments 

• All construction activities must be monitored or alternatively a person must be specially trained, for example the ECO, to conduct 
the monitoring. This must include the clearing of vegetation, leveling, excavations for pipelines and other underground/ buried 
infrastructure and all above ground construction activities such as roads and buildings. 

• Construction managers/foremen should also be informed before construction starts on the possible types of heritage sites and 
cultural material they may encounter and the procedures to follow when they find sites. 

 
If any human remains (or any other concentrations of archaeological heritage material) are exposed during construction, all work 
must cease in the immediate area of the finds and must be reported immediately to the archaeologist at the Albany Museum in 
Makhanda (Tel.: 046 622 2312) or to the Eastern Cape Provincial Heritage Resources Authority (Tel.: 043 745 0888). Sufficient time 
should be allowed to investigate and to remove/collect such material. Recommendations will follow from the investigation and may 
include: 

o Consultation with the local communities regarding the conditions for the possible removal, storage and reburial (in 
the case of human remains) of heritage material. 

o If the local communities agree to the removal of human remains and heritage, an archaeologist must apply for 
permits from the Eastern Cape Province Heritage Resources Authority to collect and/or excavate sites/materials 
from archaeological sites impacted by the development. 

o Consultation with the Albany Museum (repository for archaeological material in the Eastern Cape) regarding 
permit(s) to remove the heritage material, the storing, curating and costs involved. 

o A Phase 2 Mitigation process to systematically excavate and to remove the archaeological deposits before 
construction of the development continues. 

Note: All costs must be financed by the applicants. This may include: 

• All monitoring and mitigation expenses regarding the excavations/collecting of material, travel, accommodation and subsistence, 
analysis of the material, radiocarbon date(s) of the site(s) and a once-off curation/storage fee payable to the Department of 
Archaeology at the Albany Museum. 

Traffic  

Additional Traffic Volumes 
• Construction traffic volumes can be reduced by establishing a construction camp on the farm. 

• Reduce the construction period as far as possible. 

Traffic Safety Impact due to Slow Moving 
Traffic  

• Additional warning signage, compliance with Health and Safety requirements. 

• Establish a construction camp on the farm. 

Visual  

Vegetation Clearing – Change in the 
Landscape 

• Development footprints should be demarcated and clearing to occur within demarcated areas  

• Ensure, wherever possible, that natural indigenous vegetation is retained and incorporated into the site rehabilitation – in order to 
retain landscape characteristics 

• Establish a 50m buffer zone of indigenous vegetation along the southern boundary and a 10m buffer along the site’s western edge. 

Vegetation Clearing – Dust Generation 

• Development footprints should be demarcated and clearing to occur within demarcated areas 

• Ensure, wherever possible, that natural indigenous vegetation is retained and incorporated into the site rehabilitation.  

• Establish a 50m buffer zone of indigenous vegetation along the southern boundary and a 10m buffer along the site’s western edge.  
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• Dust suppression techniques must also be applied to all areas prone to produce dust other than working areas i.e., wetting where 
needed. 

Erecting of Shade Cloth over Orchards 

• Clearance of existing natural vegetation and topsoil should not be removed outside of the development footprint of infrastructural 
areas.  

• Ensure, wherever possible, that natural indigenous vegetation is retained and incorporated into the site rehabilitation.  

• Establish a 20m buffer zone of indigenous vegetation along the southern boundary and a 10m buffer along the site’s western edge. 

• Construction activities should be limited to reasonable daylight working hours  

• Dust suppression techniques must also be applied to all areas prone to produce dust other than working areas. 

• If lighting is required, appropriate lighting design and installation to eliminate light being spilt into the atmosphere and beyond the 
site is required. 

Light Pollution Impacts 

• Construction should be limited to normal daylight working hours (8am to 5pm) 

• Establish a 50m buffer zone of indigenous vegetation along the southern boundary and a 10m buffer along the site’s western edge.  

• Should lighting be required, it should be angled appropriately (downward) and appropriate lumen strength should be used. 

• If lighting is required, appropriate lighting design and installation to eliminate light being spilt into the atmosphere and beyond the 
site is required. 

Socio-Economic  

Dust Generation During the Vegetation 
Clearing and Site Preparation Phase 

• Vegetation must be cleared in a phased manner to avoid large areas of unconsolidated soils. 

• Topsoil and soil stockpiles must be covered, wetted or otherwise stabilised to prevent wind erosion and dust generation. 

• A water cart or sufficient watering equipment must be available to wet soils during windy days if wind-blown sand and dust becomes 
a problem. 

Noise and Disturbance During the 
Vegetation Clearing and Site Preparation 
Phase 

• Limit activities, as far as possible, to working hours (i.e. 8am-5pm weekdays). 

• Encourage labourers to not make unnecessary noise. 

• A complaints register must be kept to document complaints and the corrective action taken. 

• No loud music to be allowed on site. 

A Number of Temporary Employment and 
Skills Development Opportunities Will Be 
Created During the Site Clearing and 
Preparation Phase 

• Local labour must be sourced as far as possible, to maximise the economic benefits for the local community. 

Risk to Human Health and Safety due to 
Open Excavations and Earth Moving 
Machinery 

• Development footprints, excavations, storage areas, materials lay-down areas, stockpile area, and labourers rest areas must be 
clearly demarcated or fenced off before site preparation and vegetation clearing commences. 

• All activities must be limited to the demarcated area. 

• Open excavations must be kept free of water. 

• Access to the site must be controlled. 

• Entry points and access routes to the site must be clearly marked and traffic limited to those areas as far as possible. 

• Speed travelled by vehicles on the farm must be kept to a minimum and speed limits enforced. 

• Ensure that there is a first aid kit is on site when labourers are present. 
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A.2  ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The ultimate responsibility for the effective implementation of the EMPr lies with the applicant (holder 

of Environmental Authorisation (EA)), in this case Sun Orange Farms (Pty) Ltd. Responsibility may 

be delegated to project managers, construction managers or environmental officers appointed by 

the applicant, during any stage of the development. The delegation of environmental responsibility 

will be determined by the institutional hierarchy of the organisation. 

 

The applicant will appoint a Project Manager for the Construction Phase of the proposed 

development. The project manager will be responsible for the implementation of the EMPr during 

the Construction Phase of the development.  

 

An independent ECO should be appointed to oversee the implementation of the EMPr during the 

Construction Phase of the project. The ECO will be responsible for overseeing the implementation 

of, and monitoring compliance with, the conditions set out in the EA, as well as the Construction 

Environmental Management Programme (CEMPr). This monitoring role may be supplemented by 

an internal Site Environmental Officer/ Manager (SEM) or Site Officer, that will remain on site during 

the construction phase. 

 
Table 1. Hierarchy of responsibility in the implementation of the EMPr. 

Project manager 
  
Name: 
 
 
Contact number: 

• Overall responsibility for management of the development. 

• Is familiar with the contents of the EIA, EMPr and the conditions of the EA. 

• Ensures that policy, legislative and relevant environmental documentation is 
available to the construction manager. 

• Liaises with construction/ site manager on a regular basis to address any 
environmental issues (compliance, mitigation, disciplinary action) that may arise. 

Construction/ Site Manager 
 
Name: 
 
 
Contact number: 

• Selects and appoints contractors. 

• Is familiar with the institutional environmental policies and Codes of Practice. 

• Is familiar with the EIA, EMPr, EA, and relevant legislation. 

• Ensures that the information in the EIA, EMPr, EA, and relevant legislation is 
communicated to contractors. 

• Ensures that contractors are familiar with institutional Codes of Conduct for 
contractors. 

• Ensure that environmental policies, legislation and guidelines are adhered to. 

• Monitor implementation of the EMPr by conducting regular site visits and meetings. 

Environmental Control Officer 
 
Name: 
 
 
Contact number: 
 

• Responsible for overseeing and monitoring the implementation of the EMPr during 
the construction phase. 

• Is familiar with the EIA, EMPr, EA, and relevant legislation. 

• Monitors compliance with the EMPr during the operational phase through annual 
environmental audits. 

• Report non-compliance or appropriate remedial action. 

Site Manager /Site 
Environmental Officer/ 
Manager 
 
Name: 
 
 
Contact number: 

• Is familiar with the EIA, EMPr, EA, and relevant legislative requirements. 

• Ensures compliance with the EMPr and EA conditions. 

• Is familiar with and ensure compliance with the relevant internal institutional policy, 
and procedural guidelines 

• Ensures compliance with the relevant institutional policy, and procedural guidelines 

• Ensures compliance with the legislative requirements. 

• Implements the EMPr during the operational phase of the development by 
employing prescribed mitigation and management measures. 

• Conducts environmental monitoring protocols at the facility. 

• Conducts regular inspections of the facility in order to monitor compliance with the 
EMPr. 

• Takes remedial or disciplinary action where required. 
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Should ownership of the project change, any EA granted in respect of the development must be 

transferred to the new owner, upon notification of the competent authority, DEDEAT. The EMPr, EA 

and Conditions of Approval remain binding on the new owner/ operator of the development. 

 
A.3  ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE MONITORING 

Environmental Performance Monitoring has been defined as the activities implemented to measure 

environmental changes resulting from a particular development or activity (Davy & Paradine 1996). 

These include anticipated and unexpected changes in the environment. Any change from baseline 

conditions must initiate remedial action, or a change in mitigation or management approach. 

Performance monitoring could include both the collection of physical data, as well as input from 

potentially affected neighbours or interested and affected parties (I&APs). 

 

A.3.1  Baseline data 

Environmental Performance Monitoring includes the gathering of baseline data with which the future 

environmental conditions can be compared.  

 

The following baseline information, where currently not available, must be obtained before vegetation 

clearing and site preparation commences: 

• Extent and location of alien invasive plants within the No-Go area. 

• Extent and location of erosion features on site. 

• Condition of drainage lines and associated 32m buffers 

Collection of baseline information will ultimately be the responsibility of the applicant. However, these 

tasks can be delegated to the SEM or Site Officer. 

 

A.3.2 Interested and affected parties 

Neighbours and parties affected by the development must be afforded opportunity to comment on 

problems and impacts that they may experience as a result of the development, during the 

construction phase of the project. A complaints register must be kept which details such comments, 

as well as the intervention initiated to address the comment or complaint, where appropriate. These 

comments will be used to adapt and improve existing mitigation measures. 

 

A.3.3 Monitoring 

During the vegetation clearing and site preparation phase the following must be monitored: 

• Monitoring of the compliance with the conditions of approval as given in the EA, as well as the 
recommendations contained in the EMPr. 

• Monitoring of the extent and location of alien invasive plants within the No-Go area. 

• Monitoring of the extent and location of erosion around the development footprints. 

• Monitoring of drainage lines and buffer areas. 

• Conducting environmental awareness training sessions with the labourers. 

• Regular monitoring of intact natural areas for snares. 
 
Monitoring of the site will be conducted in accordance with the timeframes specified in the EA, should 
authorisation for the activity be granted. 
 
Information gathered during monitoring exercises, as well as the action taken, or operational 

adjustments made, must be recorded and these reports made available at the request of the 

DEDEAT. 
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A.4 LEGAL ENFORCEABILITY 

This EMPr is likely to be a condition of the EA, should authorisation for the activity be granted. As 

such it is a legally binding agreement between the applicant, as well as all his/ her sub-contractors, 

and the DEDEAT. The EMPr must be included in the contracts (tender documents or otherwise) 

entered into by the owner/ developer and any subcontractors. This will ensure that sub-contractors 

have a legal obligation to abide by the conditions set out in the EMPr. Should it be found that 

additional codes of conduct for contractors need to be included in this EMPr, this must be done at 

the first review opportunity. 

 

A.5 IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE AND REPORTING  

The management measures outlined for the Construction Phase of the development will take effect 

as soon as vegetation clearing and site preparation on the site is initiated, while the collection of 

baseline monitoring information must start prior to the commencement of construction activities.  

 

Erosion monitoring, alien plant management and stakeholder input reports will be kept as outlined 

in Section A.3.3 above and be made available at the request of the DEDEAT. 

 

Environmental audit reports, as well as reviewed amended EMPr reports will be kept up to date so 

that they can be made available at the request of the DEDEAT. 

 

A.6  AUDIT PROCEDURE AND EMPR REVIEW SCHEDULE 

The environmental audit is systematic, objective investigation of the environmental information of a 

development to determine to what extent they conform to the environmental standards set out in the 

EMPr and EA.  

 

During the construction phase the audit reports, as produced by the ECO after periodic site visits, 

will serve as the auditing mechanism. A schedule for site audits in the Construction Phase must be 

agreed upon during the appointment of the ECO. The ECO must comment on environmental impacts 

that are not adequately mitigated, as well as mitigation measures that are not effective, and suggest 

appropriate further management actions. These comments must be included in an amended CEMPr 

(Construction Phase EMPr) that must be made available to the DEDEAT on request.  

 

A.7 ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

Environmental education must be provided as part of the environmental induction process for the 

construction workers and farm employees that will be employed on the farm, prior to the 

commencement of the vegetation clearing and site preparation processes. The key requirements of 

the EIR, EMPr and EA will be included in the material which is presented to personnel during the 

formal environmental induction process. 

 

• Environmental induction will be facilitated by the SEM, or Site Manager/ Farm Manager if no SEM 
is appointed for the site. 

• No personnel will be allowed to work at the site without having passed through the environmental 
induction process.   

• Labourers will be updated continually on pertinent environmental and safety issues during weekly 
Toolbox Talks by the SEM or Site Manager/ Farm Manager. 

• Appropriate signage will be used to inform personnel of environmental conduct in specific areas. 
 

Environmental induction training must include at a minimum: 
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• Designation of No-Go areas, workers rest areas, and sanitation facilities. 

• Clarification of the meanings of warning signage used at the site. 

• Explanation of designated restricted areas. 

• Appropriate sanitation and waste disposal practices. 

• Procedures to be followed if heritage (palaeontological and archaeological) artefacts are 
discovered. 

• Procedures to be followed if wild fauna are encountered. 

• Spill Contingency Plan (for chemicals, fuel (diesel) and sewerage). 

• No poaching of fauna or flora will be tolerated. 

• A fine system to be established for deliberate contraventions of the EMPr. 
 

A.8 REFERENCES 

DEAT (2004) Environmental Management Plans, Integrated Environmental Management, 
Information Series 12, Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT), Pretoria. 
 

A. Davy & Paradine, P. 1996. Environmental Performance Monitoring and Supervision. 
Environmental Assessment Source Book – Update. World Bank Environment Department. Pp. 8. 
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APPENDIX ONE: 

Identification of Archaeological Features and Material from Inland Areas: Guidelines and 
Procedures for Developers 

Human Skeletal Material  
Human remains, whether the complete remains of an individual buried during the past, or scattered 
human remains resulting from disturbance of the grave, should be reported. In general, human 
remains are buried in a flexed position on their side but are also found buried in a sitting position 
with a flat stone capping. Developers are requested to be on alert for the possibility of uncovering 
such remains.  
 
Freshwater Mussel Middens  
Freshwater mussels are found in the muddy banks of rivers and streams and were collected by 
people in the past as a food resource. Freshwater mussel shell middens are accumulations of mussel 
shell and are usually found close to rivers and streams. These shell middens frequently contain stone 
tools, pottery, bone, and occasionally human remains. Shell middens may be of various sizes and 
depths, but an accumulation which exceeds 1 m2 in extent, should be reported to an archaeologist.  
 
Large Stone Cairns  
They come in different forms and sizes but are easy to identify. The most common are roughly 
circular stone walls (mostly collapsed) and may represent stock enclosures, remains of wind breaks 
or cooking shelters. Others consist of large piles of stones of different sizes and heights and are 
known as isisivane. They are usually near river and mountain crossings. Their purpose and meaning 
is not fully understood, however, some are thought to represent burial cairns while others may have 
symbolic value.  
 
Stone Artefacts  
These are difficult for the layman to identify. However, large accumulations of flaked stones which 
do not appear to have been distributed naturally should be reported. If the stone tools are associated 
with bone remains, development should be halted immediately, and archaeologists notified.  
 
Fossil Bone  
Fossil bones may be found embedded in geological deposits. Any concentrations of bones, whether 
fossilized or not, should be reported.  
 
Historical Artefacts or Features  
These are easy to identify and include foundations of buildings or other construction features and 
items from domestic and military activities. 
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APPENDIX TWO: 

 

 

APPENDIX 2: CHANCE FOSSIL FINDS PROCEDURE:    Sontule, Remainder of Farm 632 near Addo 

Province & region: Eastern Cape,  Sundays River Valley Municipality 

Responsible Heritage 
Management 
Authority 

ECPHRA (Contact details: Mr Sello Mokhanya, 74 Alexander Road, King Williams Town 5600; Email: smokhanya@ecphra.org.za). 

Rock unit(s) Early Cretaceous Sundays River Formation Uitenhage Group, Late Caenozoic Kudus Kloof Formation 

Potential fossils 
Shelly invertebrates, petrified wood, rare dinosaur bones and teeth, trace fossils in Sundays River beds. 
Freshwater molluscs, calcretised trace fossils, possible bones and teeth of mammals in Caenozoic alluvium. 

ECO protocol 

1. Once alerted to fossil occurrence(s): alert site foreman, stop work in area immediately (N.B. safety first!), safeguard site with 
security tape / fence / sand bags if necessary. 

2. Record key data while fossil remains are still in situ: 

• Accurate geographic location – describe and mark on site map / 1: 50 000 map / satellite image / aerial photo 

• Context – describe position of fossils within stratigraphy (rock layering), depth below surface 

• Photograph fossil(s) in situ with scale, from different angles, including images showing context (e.g. rock layering) 

3. If feasible to leave fossils in situ: 

• Alert Heritage Resources Authority 
and project palaeontologist (if any) 
who will advise on any necessary 
mitigation 

• Ensure fossil site remains 
safeguarded until clearance is given 
by the Heritage Resources Authority 
for work to resume 

3. If not feasible to leave fossils in situ (emergency procedure only): 
 

• Carefully remove fossils, as far as possible still enclosed within the original sedimentary matrix 
(e.g. entire block of fossiliferous rock) 

• Photograph fossils against a plain, level background, with scale 

• Carefully wrap fossils in several layers of newspaper / tissue paper / plastic bags 

• Safeguard fossils together with locality and collection data (including collector and date) in a 
box in a safe place for examination by a palaeontologist 

• Alert Heritage Resources Authority and project palaeontologist (if any) who will advise on any 
necessary mitigation 

4. If required by Heritage Resources Authority, ensure that a suitably-qualified specialist palaeontologist is appointed as soon as 
possible by the developer. 

5. Implement any further mitigation measures proposed by the palaeontologist and Heritage Resources Authority 

Specialist 
palaeontologist 

Record, describe and judiciously sample fossil remains together with relevant contextual data (stratigraphy / sedimentology / 
taphonomy). Ensure that fossils are curated in an approved repository (e.g. museum / university / Council for Geoscience collection) 
together with full collection data. Submit Palaeontological Mitigation report to Heritage Resources Authority. Adhere to best 
international practice for palaeontological fieldwork and Heritage Resources Authority minimum standards. 
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Part B OPERATIONAL PHASE ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME (OEMPr) 

During its Operational Phase the site will be under cultivation. This will include the planting, 

cultivation and harvesting of citrus for predominantly international markets, with some fruit being sent 

for processing (juicing) or sold to local markets.  

 

Potential negative impacts associated with the Operational Phase are limited mainly to impacts on 

the local resources and infrastructure associated therewith, as well as the natural resources 

(vegetation and soil). The operational phase will commence upon completion of the vegetation 

clearing and orchard establishment and will continue in perpetuity. 

 

Environmental impacts associated with the Operational Phase of the development, as well as the 

appropriate mitigation actions, have been identified using specialist input for the various components 

of the affected environment provided in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report. 

 

B.1  MANAGEMENT ACTIONS 

The management actions outlined below, indicate the actions to be taken to minimise the potential 

negative impacts that the operation of the development may have on the environment, as well as 

measures to enhance the potential benefits.  
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Impact Mitigation 

Ecological   

Fragmentation of Natural Habitat 

• Clearing of vegetation should be limited to the approved footprint. 

• Maintain the proposed 50m buffer adjacent to the western and southern boundaries to ensure connectivity between the ecological 

corridors on the farm. 

• Optimise use of existing cutlines, roads and transformed areas as far as possible. 

•   Use flora relocation as a tool to rehabilitate degraded areas and to re-instate an unfenced corridor. 

• Control and management of regrowth of alien invasive plants and ephemeral weeds that may proliferate after clearing along the 
pipeline routes and around the other infrastructure. 

Loss of Flora and Faunal Habitat 

• Licence application to the Department of Forestry (Department of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries) for the removal of Sideroxylon 

inerme trees. 

• Permits to be obtained from DEDEAT for the relocation of PNCO protected species before commencement. 

Loss of flora and fauna SCC due to 
poaching / illegal harvesting 

• Ongoing monitoring of poaching should be undertaken by the landowner periodically. 

Disturbance of thicket vegetation due 
to maintenance activities 

• Any activity associated with maintenance should take place in areas where vegetation has already been cleared and should not 
encroach on intact vegetation. 

• Mowing/brushcutting of vegetation along roads/fire breaks should be minimal.  

• Mowed strips should not exceed 2–3 m (average height of vegetation). 

Disruption of ecological connectivity 
and ecological processes 

• Clearing of vegetation must be restricted to approved development footprints. 

• Appropriate landscape corridors comprising intact vegetation should be maintained. 

• Existing roads and tracks should be used as transport corridors. 

Faunal  

Loss of Faunal Species of Special 
Concern due to Poaching 
 

• Access to the proposed No-Go areas must be restricted. 

• Institute a fine system for those found to be trespassing in the No-Go areas. 

• Education of employees regarding poaching and handling of fauna to be included in the induction process. 

• Sweeping operations of fences for snaring and signs of human activity within all No-Go areas on the farm to be undertaken at least 
once a month. 

• No fauna on site may be intentionally harmed. 

• A professional animal handler needs to be contacted to remove dangerous fauna when in conflict with the workers.  

• Monitor pathways in the indigenous habitat on site routinely for the presence of snares. 

Erosion  

Increased risk of soil erosion 

• A stormwater management plan should be developed and implemented for the Operational phase of the project. 

• Roads must be monitored for signs of erosion on a regular basis and remedial action taken as soon as possible. 

• Orchard planting rows should be oriented perpendicular to the steepest slopes, i.e. along a north–south axis. 

Aquatic Features  
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Loss and alteration of riparian habitat  
• Any growth of alien invasive plant species within the rehabilitated areas must be removed and regular monitoring must take place 

and for a period agreed to with the Environmental Control Officer. 

• The site should be monitored for 12 months after construction to ensure disturbed areas are appropriately rehabilitated. 

Changes to the hydrological regime of 
the watercourses affected by the 
development proposals 

• Drip irrigation or irrigation providing precise amounts (where possible) for the trees must be used as far possible to limit excess 
runoff. 

• Stormwater management and management of potential runoff as a result of irrigation must be in place. This could be in the form of 
berms or swales to capture and attenuate the runoff.   

• Should any erosion channels develop these must be backfilled, compacted and re-vegetated.  

• The site should be monitored for 12 months after construction to ensure disturbed areas are appropriately rehabilitated. 

Increase in sedimentation and 
turbidity levels of surrounding 
watercourses and increase in the 
potential for erosion. 

• Stormwater management and management of potential runoff as a result of irrigation must be in place. This could be in the form of 
berms or swales to capture and attenuate the runoff.   

• Should any erosion channels develop these must be backfilled, compacted and re-vegetated.  

• The site should be monitored for 12 months after construction to ensure disturbed areas are appropriately rehabilitated. 

Potential pollution of all water 
resources within and surrounding the 
development footprint. 

• Stormwater management and management of potential runoff as a result of irrigation must be in place. This could be in the form of 
berms or swales to capture and attenuate the runoff.   

• All storage of chemicals, fertilizers and hazardous substances must be in designated workshop/storage areas and in impermeable 
bunded facilities. 

Socio-Economic  

Increased Employment Opportunities • Use local labour as far as possible. 

Traffic  

Traffic Safety Impact due to Additional 
Traffic  

• Erect additional warning signage. 

Deterioration of Public Road Network 
• Regular maintenance to be conducted by the authority, particularly after harvest season. 

• Ensuring that hauling vehicle loads remain within the legislated requirements. 

Generation of Dust on Gravel Access 
Road 

• Regular maintenance of the gravel access road. 

Visual  

Visual Impact of Shade Cloth Over 
Citrus Orchards and  
Impacts on Tourism 

• Maintain the proposed 50m vegetative buffer zone around the development footprint 

• Natural colours (i.e., green or brown) to be used for side walls 

• Maintain shade cloth in a good condition  

• Regular checks should be undertaken for damaged, tears or flapping shade cloth and must be repaired as soon as possible. 

• Should operations (i.e., picking season) occur outside of normal daylight working hours, appropriate lighting (of appropriate lumen 
and downward angles) should be ensured. 
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B.2  ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The ultimate responsibility for the effective implementation of the EMPr lies with the applicant (owner/ 

developer) of the property at the time of the initiation of development, who, in this case would be 

Sun Orange Farms (Pty) Ltd. Responsibility may be delegated to Environmental Officers, or Farm/ 

Project Managers, representing contractors or the applicant on the site during any stage of the 

development. The delegation of environmental responsibility will be determined by the institutional 

hierarchy of the organisation. 

 

During the Operational Phase of the development the implementation of the Operational Phase 

Environmental Management Programme (OEMPr) and the conditions of the EA, as well as 

environmental compliance monitoring, will be the responsibility of an internal Environmental Officer 

or a Site/ Farm Manager appointed by the Sun Orange Farms (Pty) Ltd. 

 

Should ownership of the project change, any EA granted in respect of the development must be 

transferred to the new owner, upon notification of the competent authority, DEDEAT. The EMPr, EA 

and Conditions of Approval remain binding on the new owner/ operator of the development. 

 

B.3  ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE MONITORING 

Environmental Performance Monitoring has been defined as, the activities implemented to measure 

environmental changes resulting from a particular development or activity (Davy & Paradine 1996). 

These include anticipated and unexpected changes in the environment. Any change from baseline 

conditions must initiate remedial action, or a change in mitigation or management approach. 

Performance monitoring could include both the collection of physical data, as well as input from 

potentially affected neighbours or affected parties. 

 

B.3.1  Baseline data 

Environmental Performance Monitoring includes the gathering of baseline data with which the future 

environmental conditions can be compared.  

 

Baseline data gathered prior to commencement of the Construction Phase, will be used to compare 

environmental conditions on the site during the Operational Phase of the development, to past 

(predevelopment) conditions. 

 

B.3.2 Interested and Affected parties 

Neighbours and parties affected by the development must be afforded opportunity to comment on 

problems and impacts that they may experience as a result of the development, during the 

Operational Phase of the project. A complaints register must be kept which details such comments, 

as well as the intervention initiated to address the comment or complaint, where appropriate. These 

comments will be used to adapt and improve existing mitigation measures. 

 

B.3.3 Monitoring 

Once the facility becomes operational the following must be monitored: 

• Annual monitoring of the extent and location of alien invasive plants within the intact vegetation 
on site. 

• Quarterly monitoring of the extent and location of erosion features on site (or after heavy rainfall 
events). 

• Quarterly monitoring of the drainage lines and associated buffers. 

• Monthly monitoring for snares along fencelines and within No-Go areas. 
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Information gathered during monitoring exercises, as well as the action taken, or operational 

adjustments made; must be recorded and these reports made available at the request of the 

DEDEAT. 

 

It is anticipated that the person responsible for the implementation of the OEMPr will also be 

responsible for environmental monitoring and record keeping for the duration of the project lifetime. 

 
B.4 LEGAL ENFORCEABILITY 

This EMPr is likely to be a condition of the EA, should authorisation for the activity be granted. As 

such it is a legally binding agreement between the applicant, as well as all his/ her sub-contractors, 

and the DEDEAT. The EMPr must be included in the contracts (tender documents or otherwise) 

entered into by the owner/ developer and any subcontractors. This will ensure that sub-contractors 

have a legal obligation to abide by the conditions set out in the EMPr. Should it be found that 

additional codes of conduct for contractors need to be included in this EMPr, this must be done at 

the first review opportunity. 

 

B.5 IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE AND REPORTING  

The management measures outlined for the Operational Phase of the development will take effect 

as soon as the facility becomes operational. 

 

Erosion monitoring, alien plant management, and stakeholder input reports will be kept as outlined 

in Section B.3.3 above and be made available at the request of DEDEAT. 

 

Environmental audit reports, as well as reviewed amended EMPr reports will be kept up to date so 

that they can be made available at the request of the DEDEAT. 

 

B.6  AUDIT PROCEDURE AND EMPR REVIEW SCHEDULE 

Once the land is under cultivation, the landowner must comply with all statutory legislation, as well 

as all of the recommendations as set out in the EIA. An annual audit must be conducted by a suitably 

qualified independent ECO, appointed by the landowner during the Operational Phase. These audits 

must assess the effectiveness of existing management and mitigation measures, and compliance 

with the OEMPr and conditions of the EA. The findings of the audit reports must feed into the EMPr 

ensuring that management and mitigation measures are adjusted and updated to ensure that 

impacts are managed effectively and efficiently. Audit reports must be made available to DEDEAT, 

at their request. 

 

B.7 ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

Environmental education must be provided as part of the environmental induction process for the 

labourers that will be employed on site during the Operational Phase of the development.  

 

• Environmental induction will be facilitated by the SEM or Site / Farm Manager if no SEM is 
appointed for the site. 

• No personnel will be allowed to work at the site without having passed through the environmental 

induction process. 

• Labourers will be updated continually on pertinent Environmental and Safety issues during weekly 

Toolbox Talks by the SEM or Site Manager/ Farm Manager. 

• Appropriate signage will be used to inform personnel of environmental conduct in specific areas. 
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Environmental induction training must include the relevant requirements of the EIA, EMPr and EA, 

and must include at a minimum: 

• Explanation of No-Go areas, workers rest areas, and sanitation facilities. 

• Clarification of the meanings of warning signage used at the site. 

• Explanation of designated restricted areas. 

• Appropriate sanitation and waste disposal practices. 

• Procedures to be followed if wild fauna are encountered. 

• No poaching of fauna or flora will be tolerated. 

• A fine system to be established for deliberate contraventions of the EMPr. 
 

Weekly toolbox talks must comment on environmental issues on which non-compliance has been 

noted during periodic audits. 
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